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The People vs Woody Harrelson 


by Sorrel and Squat 

In the ancient redwoods of Head- 
waters this fall, the resistance was 
waged both on the ground and off. 
The shift from clearcutting to salvage 
logging of downed trees, however, 
brought the air force's activities to a 
halt. Activists had put forth a fierce 
set of demands, including one that 
will be met this year: the establish- 
ment of an independent Citizen's 
Review Board to investigate allega- 
tions of police brutality on the part of 
the Humboldt County Sheriffs. None- 
theless, the Ewok Village, a 19-day 
tree sit in Owl Creek, left some of us 
of the aerial persuasion thirsting for 
more. There was, after all, still gear to 
be confiscated. 

As the direct action season wound 
down, over 1,300 had been arrested 
and nearly 300 had done a few days or 
even weeks in the rapidly expanding 
Earth First! wing of the Humboldt 
County Jail. There weren't many of us 
left who were arrestable, and we 
wanted a climbing action. 

A supreme PR spin out of Senator 
Dianne Feinstein's office had the 
mainstream media convincing much 
of the public that Headwaters really 
was "saved" by the shady deal which 
Maxxam's Hurwitz orchestrated. To 
the press, the story had its happy 
ending, and we were a bunch of 
wingnuts, or worse, whiners (after 
all, even the national Sierra Club en- 
dorsed the deal.) 

continued on page 23 



Woody Harrelson climbing for the redwoods on Golden Gate Bridge, November 23, 1996 


The Forest 
Service Chief 
and the End of 
the Forest Service 

by Randal O'Toole 

I do not usually make political prog- 
nostications, but I feel safe in predict- 
ing that the USD A Forest Service will 
not survive the next decade. I expect 
that the next Secretary of the Interior 
will propose to combine the Forest 
Service into the Department of the 
Interior and rename it the Depart- 
ment of Natural Resources. The plan 
will succeed, and soon after the Forest 
Service will be recombined with the 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
and other Interior agencies, completely 
losing its identity. 

In the past, when similar proposals 
came from Interior secretaries such as 
Harold Ickes in the 1930s or Cecil 
Andrus in the 1970s, they were met 
with stiff opposition. Environmen- 
talists, timber companies, ranchers 
and other national forest users all saw 
the "independence" of the Forest Ser- 
vice as something that was valuable 
to them. 

Gifford Pinchot founded the Forest 
Service with the idea that the forests 
should be managed by experts, not 
by politicians. Leaving the agency in 
the Department of Agriculture helped 
insulate it from meddling by the 
president because the Secretary of 

continued on page 13 


First Minnesota Logging Blockade Nets Victory 


by Wild Willy 

On December 9, 1996, at about 4:30 a.m., a group 
of seven wet-behind-the-ears forest defenders met 
on Forest Service Road 200 in northern Minnesota 
just a few miles from the Boundary Waters Canoe 
Area Wilderness. They called themselves Earth First! 
Big Woods. Sure, some of these folks had been 
involved in anti-war or anti-nuke protests, and 
some of them had even been arrested for their 
actions. But none of them had ever done what they 
were going to do that cold morning: stop loggers 
from cutting one of the last old white pine stands 
left in the Superior National Forest. 

The would-be tree huggers decided to make their 
stand near the bottom of a steep hill, at a narrow 
point in the road where a stream washed away any 
hopes of driving around the blockade. By about 6 
a.m., a fire in the middle of the road was sporting 
healthy five-foot flames, and they knew that at any 
moment loggers would be coming over the hill. 

The Forest Service named the sale Little Alphie. 
There was much internal argument at the agency 
about the sale of this area. The protesters had 
acquired internal Forest Service paperwork that said 
that the sale "is a compromise between wildlife and 
silvaculture vs. timber driven targets." The activists 
also had a copy of another document marked "Do 
Not File in Public File" that said, "We are very 


concerned about NEPA (National Environmental 
Policy Act) documentation and the silvacultural 
soundness of the decision." 

Armed with the dirty Forest Service documents 
and cardboard signs, the protesters waited for the 
work crew. At around 6:30 a.m. the waiting was 
over. The lead truck containing the logger and his 
spouse came to a halt just feet from the bonfire. 
Behind him was a semi trailer with a feller-buncher 
on it. Directly behind that came a van with five 
more protesters and a video camera. 

The standoff began, them in their trucks and the 
activists around the fire, holding signs lit only by 
the logger's headlights. After about an hour, Smokey 
the Bear joined the activists at the fire and told 
them, "I used to do public relations work for the 
Forest Service, but this has gone way too far." 
Smokey told the activists that if they helped him, he 
would show them just how much he cared about the 
forests. So, with the help of a diversion and a lot of 
luck (the truck driver needed to relieve himself), 
Smokey chained himself to the front bumper of the 
running semitrailer hauling (as Smokey called it) 
the raper-butcher. 

It is probably safe to say that if the video camera 
had not been there we might be talking about the 
late Smokey the Bear. The truck driver, upon realiz- 
ing his own bad sense of timing, got very angry. He 

continued on page 25 
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IN SERVICE OF THE WILD 


In wildness is the preservation of the world. 

— Henry David Thoreau 

Note here that its wildness, not wilderness that is our 
salvation. Thoreau defined wild as the past-participle of to 
will; to be wild is to be self-willed. To be wild is to be 
autonomous. 

This dictum, though famous (and often misunderstood), 
has been transcended in the environmental movement to 
a large degree by scientific rationalizations, especially the 
/ field of conservation biology. While I appreciate the contri- 
butions that conservation biology has made, I think it has 
sidetracked the environmental movement in a direction 
that is ultimately harmful. It's not that conservation biol- 
ogy is bad, per se, but that it has diverted our attention from 
the fundamental issues we need to address if we are to heal 
our relationship to the planet. Under the banner of preserv- 
ing biodiversity we continually allow the mundane and the 
ordinary to be extinguished — because we are unable to 
justify its defense. Doing triage — focusing attention on the 
most critical situations — is one thing. Sacrificing the rest of 
the world because it fails to meet an arbitrary standard of 
endangerment is unacceptable. Just as the thought of 
sacrificing some segment of humanity as long as a mini- 
mum viable population is maintained is unthinkable, so 
should the now-commonplace slaughter of non-human 
entities be unthinkable. 

I think it is time to return to Thoreau's dictum, and with 
that return we embrace a philosophical viewpoint that is 
both holistic and inclusive in its vision. The following is a 
brief outline of what I think that vision entails. 

To value the wild in the Thoreauvian sense of the word, 
that of being self-willed, is to recognize the inherent right 
and beauty of self-determination. This idea of self determi- 
nation must include the ecological context that allows an 
individual (person, plant, microbe) to flourish or die. Thus 
this right can and should be extended not only to indi- 


vidual people and animals but also to cultures, species 
and entire ecosystems, including even the water and 
rocks contained therein. 

The corollary of self-determination, or wildness, is free- 
dom from slavery. Thus, the defense of wildness necessar- 
ily entails the process of liberation. It is the process of 
liberation from oppression in all it's forms. It is to fight 
especially against those oppressions that are structural in 
nature, and thus responsible for putting entire ecosys- 
tems, peoples and species to death. It is an inherently 
political stand. It entails a radical departure from things 
as they are. 

The defense of wildness is liberation for a world free of 
those nasty "isms" that act to enslave. It is a liberation 
that seeks a world that recognizes the fundamental 
interconnectedness of all matter and promotes a concept 
of "self" that includes all the constituent parts (air, water, 
wildlife, previous and future generations). The defense of 
the wild then becomes an act of self-defense. 

We often get so caught up in our day-to-day activities 
that we tend to neglect the preeminent subject for libera- 
tion: ourselves. To do justice to the wild "out there," we 
must also cultivate an internal wildness, the "wild within. " 
Our actions can only be as bold as our vision, so our vision 
must be uncluttered by imposed notions of political 
feasibility and instead see clearly the moral imperatives of 
the times we live in. 

« O « 

With this issue I conclude my stay here at the EF! 
Journal. No doubt, the last three years have been the 
richest in my life. I heartily encourage anyone with strong 
editing skills to consider coming to Eugene and joining 
the staff as a long-term editor. 

— Craig Beneville 




^fauna C a ^ a ^ a 


Fauna, n. animal life. 

Cabala, n. an esoteric, secret matter or mysterious art. 

The dwarf mongoose ( Helogale undulata rufiila) forms a foraging 
community with yellow-billed ( Tockus flavirostris) and Von der 
Decken's ( Tockus deckeni) hornbills in the Taru desert of Kenya. 
This thomscrub habitat has a large termite population, the 
mounds of which are used as mongoose refuges and foraging 
group staging areas. The carnivorous dwarf mongoose eats insects 
(beetles, termites, grasshoppers) and occasionally small verte- 
brates. When foraging, the mongooses fan out a meter or less 
apart and generally walk in a straight line, thus covering as much 
ground as possible. The hornbills (whose diet, except for fruits 
and herbs, overlaps completely with their companions) follow on 
foot, eating the jumping and flying insects 
that the mongooses disturb. 

The foraging day begins at a termite 
mound, where mongooses and hornbills 
rendezvous. Typically, the hornbills fly to 
a mound where mongooses are sleep- 
ing and wait for them to wake, 
although if the mongooses 
emerge with no birds 
present, the mammals 
will delay foraging un- 
til the birds arrive. A 
mongoose 



by Faith Walker 


lookout emerges first, followed by the rest of the group (3-32 
animals). After 20 minutes or so of stretching, grooming, 
sunbathing and playing, the group sets off, with the hornbills 
in tow. If, however, the hornbills wait extraordinarily long 
(over an hour) for the mongooses to emerge, they fly to the 
mound, peek down a ventilation shaft and wake the sleepy 
mongooses with loud, squawking "woks." 

The hornbills benefit from this mutualistic relationship by 
increased foraging efficiency, particularly of prey that would be 
difficult to find if it were not flushed out by mongooses. In 
return, the mongooses benefit because the hornbills are able to 
detect and warn of predatory raptors earlier than the mon- 
gooses are able to. The more birds in a group the fewer mon- 
gooses need to take up the dangerous job of lookout. Further- 
more, hornbills and mongooses make several concessions to 
each other. Hornbills warn mongooses about predators even if 
the particular raptor does not prey on hornbills. Hornbills also 
refrain from consuming mongoose young, who are the same 
size as the rats in their diet, even though they have plenty of 
opportunities to do so. When competing for food, mongooses 
do not attack the hornbills as they do other species. Instead, 
they growl and hip-slam, responses normally reserved for 
fellow mongooses. 

In other areas of Africa, the dwarf mongoose and yellow- 
billed and Von der Decken's hornbills live without each other's 
aid. Their relationship in the Taru desert is the tightest known 
mutualism between social vertebrates that usually live inde- 
pendently. 
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Walking the Back Forty: The Land Ethic and Private Property 


by Donald Worster 

In the midst of confusion and uncertainty, when 
signs of the times are discouraging or hard to read, 
one turns back to holy word. I don't mean the Bible, 
as useful as it may be. For most conservationists, the 
holy word still comes from Aldo Leopold, the pro- 
phetic voice of the modern conservation move- 
ment, author of A Sand County Almanac. He was, it 
is important to remember, himself uncertain about 
the overall direction of history, 
and for good reason. He lived 
in even more troubled times 
than our own: the 1930s, the 
era of the Great Depression, 
and the 1940s, an era of world 
war and atomic bombs, of 
fascism's rise and defeat. Faced 
with so much global tumult, 

Leopold stayed focused on the 
fate of conservation, particu- 
larly in rural areas of the Mid- 
west, far from the centers of 
world conflict, power and con- 
cern. What he saw there was 
not encouraging. "Despite 
nearly a century of propa- 
ganda," he wrote, "conserva- 
tion still proceeds at a snail's 
pace... On the back 40 we still 
slip two steps backward for each 
forward stride." Most Ameri- 
cans of his day were not inter- 
ested in the back 40, the 
uncharismatic lands just down 
the road, but for him it was where the long-term 
struggle for conservation must be won or lost. And 
it was being lost, he feared, more or less. 

Yet Leopold was, on the whole, an optimist who 
found in the long course of evolution a reason to 
hope. Evolution is more than biological, he be- 
lieved; it is also cultural and ethical. People do learn 
from their past, and they do acquire, however slowly, 
new knowledge and new attitudes. Even on the back 
40, we may expect cultural change to go on, and 
some of that change may be enlightenment. Hope 
in the potentiality of human evolution can counter- 
balance feelings of despair over the pace of change 
or darker premonitions of doom. 

Leopold went on to give us as clear a way to 
evaluate progress as anyone has done. When we 
have "quit thinking about decent land-use as solely 
an economic problem," he wrote, when we have 
begun to examine our relations with nature in terms 
of "what is ethically and esthetically right, as well as 
what is economically expedient," we will be suc- 
ceeding. And then he added that famous, often 
quoted line, the best standard we have ever had for 
evaluating our behavior: "A thing is right when it 
tends to preserve the integrity, stability and beauty 
of the biotic community." He called that standard a 


"land ethic" and added that it is an ecological 
necessity and an evolutionary possibility. 

The biggest obstacle standing in the way of a land 
ethic is not our scientific knowledge but our eco- 
nomic values. We still think about the land as a 
commodity rather than a community... No ethic, 
social or environmental, can ever flourish in a 
climate of unrestrained economic self-interest. A 
land ethic comes at a cost. Are we willing to pay it? 

An ethic, Leopold wrote, is a "limitation on free- 
dom of action in the struggle 
for existence." Freedom of eco- 
nomic action may be taken as 
his meaning. A land ethic takes 
away some of our economic 
freedom. Are we willing to give 
it up? 

Land, Leopold observed, "is 
still property. The land-relation 
is still strictly economic, entail- 
ing privileges but not obliga- 
tions." We have to begin put- 
ting some obligations into place. 

Now, I realize that I am pick- 
ing at some highly sensitive 
nerves. The idea of private 
property is, in the eyes of many 
citizens, a sacred truth, first 
inscribed in that other tablet 
of stone that Moses brought 
down from Mount Sinai, the 
one that reads, "Thou shalt not 
interfere with my rights. Thou 
shalt not even speak harshly to 
me, the property owner. Thou 
must pay me, and pay me well, for any obligation I 
am expected to meet." The institution of private 
property in land, however, did not come down to us 
from Moses or from any other religious authority. It 
is a modern secular invention, not much older than 
the steam engine, and it was invented for one 
compelling reason: money. Privatizing property was 
supposed to increase the incentive of people to 
produce wealth from the land. It was not invented 
for the conservation or the protection of nature. It 
was invented as part of an economic revolution that 
was completely modern and fundamentally materi- 
alistic. Make no mistake about that. Turning the 
earth into private property was done to promote the 
wealth of individuals and of nations. 

Over the past few years the institution of private 
property has been more stridently defended than 
ever, as various private property groups have orga- 
nized to fight regulations imposed on them for 
environmental protection. They insist that almost 
any kind of restraint is morally wrong. Nowhere is 
this argument made more fiercely than here in 
Kansas, where certain agriculturists and land devel- 
opers have made common cause. They do not want 
a land ethic imposed on them. In fact, they do not 
want a land ethic. 


Sixty percent of the nation's land is owned pri- 
vately; 98 percent of Kansas is. But only a very small 
group of people own that land. They are a minority 
but different from all other minorities. They either 
have had enough money to buy land or they have 
inherited it. Many have bought out their neigh- 
bors — enthusiastic winners in the "free enterprise" 
system. Put another way, little of our land heritage 
these days is in the hands of small-scale, traditional 
rural farmers, nor even in the hands of ex-urbanites 
looking for solitude. The vast portion of the land is 
held by those who seek, with varying intensity, to 
use property to improve their wealth. 

The inescapable fact is that a land ethic must 
either emerge spontaneously among such owners, 
which is highly unlikely, or it must be taught, 
encouraged, and enforced by others, by non-land- 
owners. Finally, when methods of persuasion fall 
short, and at some point they will, a land ethic must 
be imposed by law. Progress toward conservation, 
in other words, requires nothing less than a reinven- 
tion of the institution of private property. Property 
must be seen as a social as well as an individual 
good, a community concern rather than simply 
private. Before I turn to how we might do that, I 
want to look at a couple of alternatives and show 
why they are not practical or sufficient. 

First, there is the alternative of complete and final 
termination of all private property in the United 
States. That would be our equivalent to emancipat- 
ing all the slaves of the Old South. Nothing like that 
is going to happen in our lifetime or our children's 
lifetime. The only way would be for government to 
buy up the entire 60 percent of America that is not 
already in its hands, which for obvious political or 
financial reasons is not possible. If we cannot find 
enough money to fund a handful of artists through 
a national endowment or to pay for Medicare, then 
we are unlikely to find enough money to buy up 
nearly a billion and a half acres of private land. 

The second alternative is the back-to-the-land 
ideal, redistributing land among more individual 
owners. Rather than a mere two or three percent of 
the population, some say, we should have five or 10 
or even 20 percent of the people living on the land, 
owning their own property. How exactly that is to 
happen remains a mystery. The market has been 
working precisely in the opposite direction for most 
of our history. If government now steps in to try to 
change that pattern, then what is it supposed to do? 
Take land away from the biggest owners and give it 
to the little people? Fat chance. 

Even if we managed some redistribution of land, 
so that only 90 percent instead of 97 percent of us 
were left living in cities and suburbs, we would not 
necessarily have attained Leopold's ideal of a land 
ethic. We could very easily go on thinking about 
land as property, entailing privileges but not re- 
sponsibilities. To move beyond that attitude we 

continued on page 24 
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Letters to the Editors 


The editors request letters be 
under 300 words in length. 


True Love 

Dearest editors and readers: 

Now that 1 am retired as a col- 
umnist (but not as an activist) 
and no longer have a professional 
image to maintain, I can publicly 
admit the truth — I am in love 
with Loba! 1 feel blessed in every 
issue her dear face graces the page. 
Seeing Loba smash the state al- 
ways sets my heart aflutter. Gra- 
cious me, Loba is the eco-activist 
of my dreams! 

Affectionately yours, 

— Miss Demeanor 

P.S. Don't you think we would 
make a lovely couple? 

ELF 

hey ef!; 

We have noticed that the e/7 
journal is not printing actions 
done by our brothers and sisters 


associated with earth liberation 
front. Interested activists should 
check out the december issue of 
the no compromise paper for a list 
of elf actions, write no compro- 
mise at p.o. box 240655 apple 
valley, mn 55124 for info on 
getting a paper. As the "radical 
environmental paper” the ef! jour- 
nal should be listing elf actions, 
what ever happened to the earth 
night news section? We hope the 
ef!j is not becoming a liberal 
greenpiss type paper, 
in struggle, 

— OREGON GREEN ANARCHISTS 

Editor's response: 

ELF is not submitting articles. We 
would like to print Earth Nightnews 
and Dear Ned Ludd submissions, 
but have received no submission in 
a longtime. If those of the wrenchin' 


inclination have new tactics, please 
share. 

—LP 

BNELF Communique 

(Butt Naked — Earth Liberation 
Front) 

From the front lines of the Eco- 
Liberationists here in Wisconsin 
came a communique from a vi- 
tal faction of ELF — bnELF is the 
true naturalists amongst the radi- 
cal elements in Wisconsin. Their 
motto— "NO COMPROMISE 
WHILE DEFENDING MOTHER 
EARTH!" They see clothing and 
all "Human" technologies as 
compromising and restricting 
their goals, freedoms, and 
anatomy. One of their sayings 
are: "Go Natural while Fucking 
Shit Up!" or “only the Tough 
Wrench in the Buff!" If you want 


camouflage or body covering use 
mud or leaves — be creative while 
functional. 

This is easily applied as a mode 
of action in the summer, spring 
and fall, but the truly commit- 
ted carry their dedication to the 
winter months, and consider- 
ing the intensities of -60 that 
Wisconsin experiences on those 
exceptional eves. Warning: IUST 
AS A SPONGY TONGUF. AD- 
HERES TO METAL SO DO 
OTHER FLESHY BODY PARTS. 
Nothing is harder to explain to 
a security guard when your geni- 
talia is bonded to the innards of 
a dozer. Try the cult excuse, it 
sometimes works. 

This is a challenge to all warm 
climate ELF cells to get naked or 
get out! One must make certain 
sacrifices and comfort is the 



highest sacrifice a butt naked 
Earth warrior can give. (Our 
hats, and everything else, are 
off to LOBA!) 

From the Frigid Members 

— Wisconsin Cell 

continued on page 28 
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NO COMPROMISE IN DEFENSE OF LILLY-PILLIES 

Blockades for Aussie Old-Growth Tree Ferns 



Gippslanders casually blockading in Victoria with a typical tripod village 


by "Lock-on Liz" Ingham 

The news from Australia is that 
forest activists in East Gippsland 
have stopped trying to talk sense 
into politicians and gone back to 
sitting on bulldozers, which is 
what we should have been doing 
all along. 

Blockading down-under is often 
a relaxed affair. There is a base 
camp set up in an idyllic warm 
temperate rainforest area of East 
Gippsland, where a resident sooty 
owl calls and a pristine river flows. 
There are tree ferns 35-feet high, 
older than science can guess but as 
slender as saplings. The light 
through their latticed umbrellas 
makes enchanting dapples on the 
leaf litter. Nearby in the rainforest, 
under the vines, lilly-pillies drop 
their edible fruit. Along the river 
there are ancient granite boulders 
like the cracked eggs of a huge 
serpent, with tree root twisted 
through. 

Like many such areas, it is un- 
protected from the woodchippers. 

In this location of heart-breaking 
beauty, activists rest up and re- 
group to launch surprise blockades 
on nearby clearfelling operations. 
Here we set up our characteristic 
wooden tripods, attach ourselves 
to the machinery with thumb cuffs 
and metal sleeves, and peacefully 
refuse to move until the police 
move in and figure out how to cut 
us free. 

Signs of the Times 

Our protests follow strict rules of 
nonviolence, including no damage 
to logging equipment. We don't 
need to monkeywrench. With the 
native forest timber industry going 
down the gurgler and a dog-eat- 


dog climate in 
local towns, 
desperate workers 
are sabotaging 
their own and 
each other's 
machines. It has 
reached the stage 
that even timber- 
union leaders and 
senior police 
admit that the 
loggers here 
probably damage 
the equipment. 

The standard joke 
is that your 
machines are 
never so safe as 
when a load of 
greenies is crawl- 
ing all over them. 

The company at 
the root of the 
problem will be 
familiar to Ameri- 
can readers — 
good old 
Daishowa, which operates an 
export facility across the border in 
New South Wales. In East 
Gippsland's old-growth forests 
about 90 percent of what is logged 
ends up either as chips or as waste 
on the forest floor. Some areas 
yield up to 50 pulp logs for every 
saw log. The exports to Japan are 
used for paper pulp. 

The federal and state govern- 
ments are poised to sign agree- 
ments both in New South Wales 
and East Gippsland that will lock 
land-use practices in place for the 
next 20 years. The progressive New 
South Wales state government 
looks sure to reduce the amount of 
forest available for woodchipping 
near the border of Victoria, and the 


log-now-and-think-later Victorian 
government looks set to do the 
opposite. When this occurs, with a 
stroke of a pen, export woodchip 
limits will be abolished and 
Daishowa will be free to plunder in 
East Gippsland at will to make up 
for its New South Wales reduc- 
tions. 

Clearfelling for Chips 

As Daishowa has made inroads 
into Australia, we have seen timber 
jobs decrease by 40 percent. It only 
takes seven seconds to chip a tree. 
Despite the desperate situation, the 
underpaid workers in East 
Gippsland remain defiantly pro- 
clearfelling, at least publicly, even 
while their jobs are axed. In towns 
like Orbost, the local tourist infor- 
mation shop boasts a glossy, 
reassuring display produced by a 
million-dollar industry front group 
called the Forest Protection Soci- 
ety. The display proclaims to 
tourists that forests grow back, 
while along the highways acres of 
uniform, hand-planted eucalypt 
monocultures tell their own story. 

The local towns are becoming 
more and more violent towards 
those with dissenting voices. It is 
like they are fighting with their 
backs up against a wall, hoping 
that if they stave off the truth for 
another year the glossy brochure 
fantasies of a sustainable 
woodchipping industry will magi- 
cally come true. Most locals have 
parents and grandparents who were 
loggers before them, and chest- 
thumping declarations about being 
"third generation loggers" abound in 
the local press. What their grandpar- 
ents would have thought about 
clearfelling for woodchips is another 
question. In the case of East 
Gippsland's small towns, the hand 
that feeds them — the multi-million 
dollar export woodchip industry — is 
also the hand that takes their liveli- 
hoods away. And it does not respect 
hereditary occupations or workers’ 
rights. 


So why are the unions silent 
about restructuring into more 
labour-intensive, less environmen- 
tally destructive logging methods 
and products? Perhaps big business 
has them by the short and curlies. 

This situation exists in an area 
that is not bereft of alternatives. 

The forests being cleared would be 
an ideal base for a sustainable 
tourism industry. Right now the 
Australian government is spending 
millions of dollars on advertise- 
ments to lure Americans to Austra- 
lia for their next holiday, while 
simultaneously allowing the 
destruction of pristine natural 
beauty that most developed na- 
tions envy. 

And So? Direct Action! 

It seems to me that the only 
people displaying any common 
sense are the good souls who 
spend their summer holidays 
sitting on bulldozers. We are the 
people putting the horse before the 
cart, as the saying goes. We know 
that the only way to secure both 
our forests and those damned jobs 
they keep going on about is to 
establish a healthy, low-impact 
tourism industry. 

If that can't be done, it's time for a 
re-think. A powerful owl or a sugar 
glider cannot be valued in economic 
terms because they exist for them- 
selves, not for humans. You can't 
measure how many hectares of 
forest, or how much animal life, a 
human job is worth. No matter how 
embattled the community, we have 
no right to plunder nature, to ex- 
change an ecological community for 
a human one. Our underlying and 
little-questioned arrogance needs to 
be checked. 

Activists needing a holiday of sorts 
are welcome to come, lend a hand 
and be part of the growing eco- 
tourism industry. Just contact Friends 
of the Earth — Melbourne at CROEG, 
Bonang Highway, Goongerah Vic 
3888, Australia; (03) 9419-8700; fax 
(03) 9414-2081. 
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94 PERCENT OF 

. 

WORLD’S FORESTS 
UNPROTECTED 


Only six percent of the 3,300 
million hectares of forests left 
in the world are formally 
protected, according to new 
data released by World Wildlife 
Fund For Nature (WWF). 

The information gathered In 
the WWF World Forests Map, a 
digital overview of the Earth's 
remaining forest cover pro- 
duced with data from over 80 
countries, shows that only a 
very small fraction of the 
world's remaining forests has 
been set aside for conservation 
within protected areas such as 
national parks and nature 
reserves. 

To identify forests under 
threat around the world, WWF, 
in collaboration with the UK- 
based World Conservation 
Monitoring Centre, gathered 


national and international forest 
data covering the last 20 years. 

The data analyzed shows that 
there has been a 34-percent 
increase in deforestation in the 
Brazilian Amazon since 1992; an 
area equivalent to the size of 
Belgium has been lost. Also, 
countries like Cambodia, Russia 
and Cameroon, where large areas 
of forest still remain (many of 
them exploited by commercial 
loggers), have yet to establish 
representative networks of 
protected areas to ensure ad- 
equate protection for all their 
different types of forests. 

WWF is making available to 
the public a simplified version of 
the World Forests Map over the 
Internet. This can be seen on the 
WWF Global Network Website at 
http://www.panda.org. 
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Clearcut Landslides Devastate West Coast 


by Susque Hannah 

Clearcuts Bring Killer Landslides — Earth First! Jour- 
nal, Dec. 21, 1996 

Blame it on Logging — The Oregonian, Jan. 5, 1997 
Clear-Cutting Blamed for Many Mudslides — San 
Francisco Chronicle, Jan. 9, 1997 
The Wild West's Not-So Natural Disasters — New 
York Times, Jan. 10, 1997 


Following the lead of the Earth First! Journal, bold 
headlines like these appeared in newspapers through- 
out the country as the Northwest experienced a suc- 
cession of cold, rainy days at the beginning of the 
winter season. In Oregon, one of the states hardest hit 
by landslides as a direct result of odious forest manage- 
ment practices, residents wondered if the country 
would recall that the same headlines were making the 
national news exactly one year ago. Would people 
remember, be shocked to hear it was happening all 
over again and share Oregonians sense of deja vul 

It was in February of 1996 that terrible flooding in 
the watersheds of Oregon and Idaho provoked a 
similar deluge of stories with headlines like "Swollen 
Streams Tied to Logging" and "Clearwater Mudslides" 
(see EF! Journal, Brigid '96). Native Forest Council 
Board Member Victor Rozek's editorial in Eugene's 
Register-Guard detailed the horrors of the floods of '96: 
" . . .in the freshly-logged Mohawk watershed near where 
I live is Parson's Creek. This creek, which is usually no 
more than 15-feet wide, became a 5 7-yard- wide tor- 
rent of brown muddy water. In some areas as much as 
five feet of silt, mud and logging debris settled around 
the homes of lowland residents. Much of the flood 
damage is human caused, a direct and inescapable 
result of clearcut logging." 

It is estimated that this winter's floods in Oregon 
caused $76 million dollars worth of damage. In a 
recent letter to the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, Oregon Governor John Kitzhaber announced, 
"State and local resources have been exhausted." He 
requested seven counties in the state be declared 
disaster areas so that federal funds would be made 
available to cover the costs of cleanup and repairs. But 
as the New York Times headline notes, these are actu- 
ally "not-so natural disasters" the taxpayers will be 
paying for. 

Here in the Pacific Northwest, where enclaves of 
activists are continually waging war with the forest 
products industry and their servants the Forest Ser- 
vice, everyone knows what is going on because they 


have been trying to stop it for years. Reporters and 
photographers who, as usual, only visited areas where 
slides had damaged private property or public roads, 
indicated in their articles that they had reached the 
same conclusions the environmentalists had. The 
dramatic aerial photos of clearcuts, mile-long land- 
slides and demolished homes that accompanied the 
articles would tell the rest of this tragic story about the 
relationship between forest management practices 
and landslides. 

In northern California, landslides closed 
more than 40 roads in Humboldt County. 
Seven homes were destroyed in the small 
village of Stafford by a mile-long, 100-yard- 
wide landslide. The authorities evacuated 
families just 10 minutes before their homes 
were buried in six to eight feet of mud. The 
Stafford Road slide — certainly one of the 
most spectacular and photogenic — was just 
one of many in a watershed where clearcut- 
ting takes place continuously. Local forest 
activist Jesse Noell had the opportunity to 
fly over the areas impacted in Humboldt 
County soon after the slides occurred. Noell 
said he found one previously healthy eight- 
foot-deep stream, that once teemed with 
steelhead and coho reduced to a muddy 
run now eight inches deep. "Logging is 
| ruining every stream in the headwaters of 
1 the Stafford Creek watershed," said Noell. 
1 "It is tragic." 

The San Francisco Chronicle reported that 
"...the people living in the Stafford area 
where the slides occurred and the environ- 
mentalists say many of the slides are hap- 
pening because lumber companies have 
completely stripped the mountains of trees." 
An interview with a local resident produced 
| the following insight: "I'm not a rabid 
1 environmentalist," said Michael O'Neal, a 
3 mobile home hauler. "I've worked as a 
5 logger myself. When you look up that 
slope, though, you can see that (loggers) 
have overdone it. ... It's really steep up there, 
and there's nothing left to stabilize the 
soil." Yes, Michael, it really is true; the contention that 
clearcutting causes landslides never did seem any- 
thing but self-evident to us, and we can't understand 
why it is taking the Forest Service and the timber 
industry so long to acknowledge the simple facts of 
forest ecology. 

The land above the Stafford slide is owned and 
logged by Pacific Lumber, the same company the 
Headwaters activists have been battling for years. 
The residents of Stafford who feel the timber com- 
pany is responsible for their losses are ready to 
demand restitution, prompting a Pacific Lumber 
spokesperson to declare: "That's an unstable area 
anyway. To point the finger at this point is prema- 
ture." So what about the California Department of 
Forestry (CDF) 
who regulates the 
cutting? Jesse 
Noell refers to the 
"scientist" in 
charge of signing 
off on timber cuts 
in this area of an- 
cient Redwood 
groves as Jim "No 
Problem" Falls. 

Noell asserts that 
the residents of 
communities like 
Stafford through- 
out the county 
"have a death 
warrant approved 
by the CDF hang- 
ing over their 
heads." 

The last issue of 
the EF! Journal re- 
ported on a land- 
slide in Oregon 
that killed four 


when the house they were in was broadsided by tons 
of mud and debris from a clearcut slope. People living 
in small communities at the bases of mountains 
throughout the Northwest have no say about whether 
or not the huge stand of trees uphill is going to be 
clearcut or not. Ron Luras, a resident of the McKenzie 
River watershed near Eugene, recently came to a 
forest activists meeting to ask Earth Firstlers if we 
could help stop the clearcutting that threatened his 
and his neighbor's homes. He prefaced his state- 
ments by saying that he had never been involved in 
activism or been particularly interested in environ- 
mental issues before, but now he was desperately 
seeking help in light of the logging industry's blatant 
disregard for the safety of his family. One resident of 
Humboldt County described his situation to report- 
ers as being like "living in the barrel of a gun." 

The forest products industry apologists face a 
daunting task whenever these natural seasonal floods 
occur and the spotlight of public attention shines 
on their handiwork like the blazing sun on the 
southern exposure of a clearcut mountainside. Ar- 
guments defending their indefensible position were 
even more difficult to present this year because 
human life was lost. The best the Oregon Depart- 
ment of Forestry could muster was a "forest engi- 
neer" who argued, "Clearcutting may cause in- 
creases in stream flows, but to say it causes damag- 
ing floods is a pretty big leap of faith." Their rheto- 
ric, however, is not convincing environmentalists, 
or anyone else who has seen a clearcut, that the 
relationship between logging and landslides is any- 
thing but clear cut. Such rhetoric is designed to 
counteract the growing public opinion against the 
timber industry, and it is failing miserably. 

An Oregon geological study found that 71 percent 
of slides originate in areas that have recently been 
logged, and another 23 percent start in older cuts. 
Armed with these statistics, photographs of slides, 
press clippings and firsthand accounts of the devas- 
tation from victims, the forest activists in Oregon 
are continuing their campaign against unsustainable 
forest practices with the introduction of a new state 
initiative calling for a ban on clearcutting. And the 
folks at the Environmental Protection Information 
Center in northern California, who in no way advo- 
cate doing anything illegal like trespassing, say they 
could sure could use some photos of clearcuts, 
landslides and ruined streams on Pacific Lumber 
property for their files. 

We can only hope that the media attention on 
forest management issues that Earth Firstlers have 
been trying to bring into the realm of public debate 
for two decades will help our cause. The results are 
already in, and the message is clear: Mother Nature 
bats last. How many more of the majestic moun- 
tains of the Coast Range and Cascades will lose their 
protective forest covers and end up in masses of 
displaced soil on the valley floors and floodplains 
before reason prevails? 



Major slides, like this one in Stafford, closed highways in Washington, Idaho and Oregon. 
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Feds conceal damning 


by Craig Beneville 

An environmental group has discovered that the 
highest levels of the US Geological Survey (USGS) have 
apparently been involved in a cover-up to conceal 
information damning to the proposed radioactive 
waste dump in Ward Valley, California. 

Documents obtained by Public Employees for Envi- 
ronmental Responsibility (PEER) through the Free- 
dom of Information Act (FOIA) indicate that USGS 
Director Gordon 
Eaton and other top 
agency officials sup- 
pressed information 
about leakage of ra- 
dioactive waste at a 
dump site in Beatty, 

Nevada. The docu- 
ments also reveal 
strategic planning by 
USGS to withhold 
the information 
from the public, 
while at the same 
time briefing US 
Ecology, the com- 
pany licensed to op- 
erate the Ward Val- 
ley dump, on the 
details of their findings. This constituted a major 
conflict of interest, as the USGS scientists also sought 
funding from US Ecology to monitor the dump when 
it opened. 

The planned Ward Valley dump calls for radioac- 
tive waste to be buried in unlined trenches near 
Needles, California, 18 miles from the Colorado 
River. For the project to go forward, the federal 
Department of the Interior (DOI) must transfer 
management of the land to the California Depart- 
ment of Health Services (CDHS), which would then 
own the waste facility and lease it to US Ecology. In 
early 1993, amidst a political maelstrom, incoming 
Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt put the land trans- 
fer on hold, calling for additional studies to look at 
the safety issues surrounding the dump. 

Babbitt called on the National Academy of Sciences 
(NAS) to establish a panel to examine the issues 
surrounding the dump (most notably concerns raised 
by two USGS scientists later terminated by the agency). 
Central to the discussion was the claim by dump 
proponents that rainfall will not penetrate deeper 
than 10 feet in arid climates and that no moisture will 
reach the waste for millennia. 

In environmental documentation and legal find- 
ings, Ward Valley dump backers have repeatedly 
claimed that the radioactive waste dump in Beatty is 
a good model for Ward Valley because of similarities 
in climate, site design, soil and other characteristics. 
The NAS panel relied heavily on such models because 
data provided by US Ecology in its license application 
was severely deficient. 

The recently released FOIA documents reveal that 
USGS not only failed to disclose evidence of leakage 
at the Beatty dump to the NAS panel, but also 


actively concealed this failure to provide results of 
their surveys. 

The documents show that measurements from an 
April 1994 study found highly elevated tritium levels 
at a survey spot outside the Beatty dump. This was 
reported to USGS staff scientists David Prudic and 
Robert Striegl on June 20. Prudic and Striegl 
immediately concluded that the contamination was 
either from radioactive fallout from bomb testing or 
from leakage at the dump. Either conclusion would 

be deadly to the safety 
claims of Ward Valley 
dump proponents. 

On July 7, 1994, 
Prudic testified to the 
NAS panel that all 
evidence from the 
Beatty site indicated 
that radioactive mi- 
gration could not 
occur there or at the 
Ward Valley site for 
tens of thousands of 
years. He did not vol- 
unteer evidence of 
migration having al- 
ready taken place, 
and when asked if he 
had taken any mea- 
surements for tritium he conceded he had, but 
claimed that no results were available. Despite the 
clear interest of the NAS panel, Prudic never subse- 
quently informed the panel of the tritium findings. 
Nearly two months after the first NAS meeting, 
Prudic submitted a paper to the NAS panel reiterat- 
ing his claims that the data indicated no water 
would penetrate more than ten feet into the Ward 
Valley or Beatty sites for tens of millennia. 

Based on the representations by Prudic and other 
USGS employees, the NAS panel eventually gave the 
Ward Valley project a qualified endorsement. 

On May 31, 1995, Babbitt announced he would 
transfer the Ward Valley land, indicating the NAS 
report had concluded that such sites would not leak. 
Striegl sent an e-mail message a few days later to Robert 
Hirsch and John Fischer, the USGS Chief Hydrologist 
and Associate Chief Hydrologist, respectively. Striegl 
said "the results [of Prudic and Striegl's research] point 
toward contamination from the Beatty low-level waste 
site." He then told Hirsch and Fischer, "Neither of you 
need to be informed of the can of worms that this will 
open if we are actually seeing [leakage] from an arid 
radioactive waste disposal site." 

On June 9, USGS notified the two primary Ward 
Valley project proponents, US Ecology and CDHS, of 
the findings, despite USGS rules prohibiting disclo- 
sure to private parties without a concurrent release to 
the general public. 

Chief Hydrologist Hirsch responded to Striegl's e- 
mail with one of his own, and sent copies to various 
high-level USGS officials. Hirsch thanked Striegl for 
informing him of the contamination and said, "I have 
spoken to Newell Trask about the situation and asked 
him to develop the strategy with all of you." 



The Ward Valley Coalition has established a permanent 
encampment at the proposed dump site. 


Dioxin Free Pulp Effluent 


In the next few months the EPA will be finalizing 
effluent standards for pulp and paper mills. For 
years, environmental and social justice organizations 
have supported standards that are based on Totally 
Chlorine-Free (TCF) technology. This is the only 
way to end devastating dioxin and other 
organochlorine pollution from mills. 

Dioxin is a chlorinated, chemical compound — a 
by-product of chlorine — that has been linked to 
reproductive and developmental disorders in wild- 
life and humans. Higher cancer rates and endocrine 
system disruption have also been attributed to high 
levels of dioxin in the environment. 

Unfortunately, the pulp and paper industry is 
fighting tooth and nail to ensure that the standards 
are based on the cheapest option. Currently, more 
than 65 mills worldwide use TCF technologies 
(mostly in Europe) and are moving towards ending 
all wastewater discharges. If it is good enough for 
European mills, which have remained competitive 
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in our global marketplace, why are mills here fight- 
ing so hard to keep us from breathing cleaner air, 
drinking cleaner water and eating dioxin-free food? 

This is an urgent appeal. If the EPA does not choose 
a standard based on chlorine-free technologies, legal 
statutes will be locked into an extremely toxic tech- 
nology for another 20 years. There is already plenty 
of evidence from wildlife studies and human health 
trends to tnake the right decision now. 

Please mail, fax or e-mail a letter to the President 
as soon as possible so that we can start putting our 
health on equal footing with economic progress: 
President Clinton at The White House, 1600 Penn- 
sylvania Ave., Washington, DC 20500; (202) 456- 
1111; fax (202) 456-2883; e-mail 

president@whitehouse.gov. If you need more infor- 
mation contact Laurie Valeriano at (206) 632-1545 
or e-mail lvaleriano@watoxics.org. 

— Zero Toxics Alliance Pulp and Paper Activists 


dump data 

Thus, at least within days of the NAS report and 
Babbitt's preliminary decision to transfer the Ward 
Valley land, the highest levels of the Survey were 
aware of the importance of the findings, yet did not 
inform the DOI. Instead, there was concern for devel- 
oping a "strategy" and getting their "story" straight, 
given the "can of worms" that the findings would 
open if made public. 

This frightening cover-up is compounded by an 
extraordinary financial conflict of interest involv- 
ing the USGS staffers who suppressed the data in the 
first place. 

On August 17, 1995, Hirsch, Trask and others were 
informed that additional samples taken outside the 
Beatty dump confirmed extensive contamination 
coming from the facility. Nonetheless, USGS noti- 
fied neither the public nor the DOI. However, on 
September 8, USGS staffer Prudic did notify US 
Ecology of the findings. 

US Geological Survey documents obtained by PEER 
shed light on the motivations of USGS staffers to keep 
the data secret. The documents memorialize a Sep- 
tember 18, 1995, meeting between USGS, US Ecology 
and CDHS. The purpose of the meeting was to inform 
the dump proponents of the information about Beatty 
and to solicit funding from them for further surveys at 
Ward Valley. The current funding had been "zeroed 
out," and USGS was seeking alternate sources of rev- 
enue. Thus, while Prudic, et al. were keeping the 
damning dump data secret from dump critics, they 
were informing dump proponents about it and asking 
for funding. 

It was not until 16 months after the leakage at 
Beatty was discovered that USGS Director Gordon 
Eaton notified DOI of the findings. He began his 
memorandum with the misleading statement that 
investigators "recently measured" contamination at 
the Beatty site. Amazingly, he goes on to state not 
that this information may play a role in the land- 
transfer decision, but that, "The purpose of this 
memorandum is to alert you to the fact that this 
discovery may be used by opponents of the proposed 
new low-level radioactive waste disposal facility at 
Ward Valley, California, to attempt to block con- 
struction of the facility and to challenge the transfer 
of land for the site...." 

A few days after the Eaton memo, inquiries and 
intervention by the activist group Committee to Bridge 
the Gap forced the USGS to make the data public. The 
DOI promised to investigate the matter, and delayed 
the land transfer until a supplementary environmen- 
tal impact statement examined the issues raised by the 
USGS data. 

USGS was ordered to prepare an independent evalu- 
ation of the data Prudic and his colleagues allegedly 
suppressed. USGS proceeded to hand that task to the 
man accused of suppressing the data in the first place, 
Dave Prudic. Of course, asking those involved in the 
original suppression to evaluate whether the data they 
suppressed was significant is an abuse of authority by 
the USGS. 

Meanwhile, US Ecology has threatened to sue the 
NAS scientists chosen by the DOI to prepare a report 
for the supplemental environmental impact state- 
ment on how quickly a Ward Valley dump could leak. 
The company warned the scientists that, "Should you 
continue your participation in Interior's ill-advised 
project, please do so based on the knowledge that US 
Ecology intends to seek compensation from any per- 
sons or entities whose conduct wrongfully injures its 
interests in this manner." 

The two NAS hydrologists have stopped their work 
until the federal government agrees to pay their po- 
tential legal costs. The scientists' fears are not un- 
founded: American Ecology, the parent company of 
US Ecology, filed a SLAPP suit against the Texas 
grassroots group Mothers Organized to Stop Environ- 
mental Sins, which is fighting to close the firm's toxic 
dump operations in the Lone Star state. 

Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility 
asks that you contact Deputy Secretary of the Interior 
John Garamendi and press him to conduct a full 
investigation into the rad waste cover-up. Please tell 
Garamendi that the investigation needs to extend 
beyond the technical issues to determine personal 
culpability. Deputy Secreatary of the Interior John 
Garamendi, 1 849 "C" St. NW, Washington, DC 20240. 



Support Deveh Defense of Sacred Land 


by Media Island International 

The largest forced relocation of Indian people in 
the 20th Century has been underway in northeast- 
ern Arizona for nearly 20 years. Congress passed 
Public Law 93-531 in 1974, which authorized this 
relocation, after the OPEC oil embargo pushed the 
US and multinational corporations towards "energy 
independence." Over 14,000 traditional Dineh (Na- 
vajo) people have been severely impacted by this law 
enacted with virtually no public discourse. The larg- 
est coal field in North America sits under Black Mesa, 
an area where the Dineh people have resided for 
hundreds of years. Uranium and 
oil shale further the resource 
wealth of this land sacred to 
both Dineh and Hopi people. 

One-hundred Hopi and over 

10.000 Dineh were relocated, 
destroying their self-sufficient 
lifestyle. The 3,000 people re- 
maining on the land are resist- 
ing relocation; many have vowed 
to leave only when dead. 

Currently, Dineh resisters 
have been told that if they do 
not sign an "Accommodation 
Agreement" by April 1, 1997, 
they will face Bureau of Indian 
Affairs paramilitary police and 
US Marshals. The agreement is a 
shameless compromise allow- 
ing elders to remain on three 
acres with one horse, one cow, 
one sheep and one goat for 75 
years, not to be passed on to their children. 

On July 6, 1986, the Dineh faced a similar threat, 
and had prepared for the National Guard to move in 
against them. Hundreds of supporters were present 
to witness the spiritual stand of Dineh elders and 
their children. Although force was not used to 
remove them, a policy of slow motion, low intensity 
warfare was enacted using fighter jets, Hughes 
Apache helicopters, BIA livestock impoundment 
crews, tool and firewood confiscation and other 
means of torturing Dineh resister families. Thou- 
sands of Dineh, worn down by harassment, starva- 
tion conditions and loss of traditional survival 
means, were placed in cluster housing tracks. 

One of the most notorious tracts is known as the 

Brazil sets stage 

In December 1996 Brazilian Justice Minister 
Nelson Jobim and President Fernando Henrique 
Cardoso ordered Brazil's National Indian Founda- 
tion (FUNAI) to cut an area the size of Rhode Island 
from the traditional land of the Macuxi Indians to 
benefit the ranchers and gold miners who have 
invaded. The decision flouts constitutional protec- 
tion of Indian land rights, in an apparent trade of 
Indian land for Congressional support of Fernando 
Henrique's re-election bid. Jobim 's order, if carried 
out, would signal open season on Indian land across 
Brazil and particularly the Amazon, as miners, ranch- 
ers and loggers use the decision in court to overturn 
prior government action to ensure Indians' consti- 
tutional rights and to prevent future protection. 

The anxiously awaited decision on the 1 .6 million 
hectare Raposa/Serra do Sol indigenous area in the 
Brazilian Amazon calls for FUNAI to give about 

200.000 hectares of Indian land to some 14 ranch- 
ers. The ranchers were issued title to the land by the 
National Institute for Colonization and Agrarian 
Reform (INCRA) which has been creating enclaves 
of non-Indian land in the middle of the indigenous 
reserve since 1982. 

Reducing the area creates a potentially disas- 
trous precedent for other indigenous lands across 
Brazil. The Constitution of 1988 explicitly states 
that private titles on lands traditionally occupied 
by Indians are null, prioritizing indigenous land 
rights codified by Brazilian Constitutional law in 
1934. Legally and anthropologically, Raposa Serra 
do Sol is among the best-documented indigenous 
lands in Brazil. By using anthropological reports, 
FUNAI determined in 1992 that the Raposa/Serra 


"New Lands." It was the site of the largest nuclear 
spill in US history in 1979 when 97-million gallons 
of highly radioactive waste broke through United 
Nuclear's Churchrock dam and contaminated the 
Rio Puerco River. The radioactive water source has 
induced chronic illnesses and birth defects. Many 
other relocatees have died of broken hearts or sui- 
cide and others are homeless. 

The stand at Big Mountain and the other resisting 
communities is a spiritual, nonviolent one based 
within the teachings of the Dineh. The Creator has 
instructed them to remain within the four sacred 
mountains where they were born and where their 
umbilical cords are buried. The 
entire culture is centered around 
ceremony and daily life reflects 
this. Dineh resisters say they obey 
the laws of the Creator and not 
those of the white man. Sarah 
Begay, Dineh elder and resister 
from the start, said to the Navajo 
Tribal Council, "The appearance 
of the Dineh deities and the 
message that they gave to us 
make it clear that we must stay 
on The Land. This is our identity 
as Dineh. Without The Land, we 
are no longer The People." 

The spiritual practices have 
kept resisters strong, but laws 
passed by the US government- 
backed Hopi Tribal Council (both 
Navajo and Hopi Tribal Coun- 
cils were established by the Feds) 
are destroying shrines, burial sites 
and herb-gathering areas in the name of economic 
development. 

Peabody Coal is the main perpetrator of destruc- 
tion, giving a fraction of the profits to the Tribal 
Councils that sanctioned the largest coal strip mine 
in North America. Grave sites have been destroyed, 
water contaminated, sheep killed and air polluted 
since Peabody began operations in the 1960s. 
Though a recent permit challenge succeeded for the 
first time in forcing Peabody to be accountable to 
this genocidal disregard for traditional residents, it 
was overturned, leaving the mining operations un- 
interrupted. 

This major atrocity must be halted with unprec- 
edented actions of support on the part of white 


do Sol area was traditionally occupied by the 
Indians. These reports have been upheld by the 
Federal Attorney General's Office as well as by 
legal counsel to the Justice Ministry. Conse- 
quently, excluding private claims from the indig- 
enous area subverts the Constitution in favor of 
INCRA's titles. By this logic, any of the hundreds 
of land titles issued by public agencies on Indian 
land can also take precedence over indigenous 
land rights. This is precisely what the constitu- 
tion intended to prevent in considering titles on 
indigenous land null. 

Worse still, the Minister ordered FUNAI to ex- 
clude five gold-boom towns from the indigenous 
area to be demarcated leaving these as foci of 
permanent conflict. This is an invitation to vio- 
lence. The economic activity on which the towns 
depend for their existence — gold and diamond 
placer mining, or garimpagem — is explicitly pro- 
hibited by law in the indigenous land surround- 
ing the towns; the towns become non-indigenous 
enclaves in the midst of the reserve. Rather than 
resolving the chronic conflicts and human-rights 
abuses that plague the region, the Minister's deci- 
sion would worsen them and ensure their per- 
petuation. The decision further upholds the state 
government's recent creation of a new county (or 
municipio) in the decaying boom town of 
Uiramuta, legitimating the gold-mining invasion 
stimulated by local politicians in the hope of 
preventing demarcation of the area. This consti- 
tutes a clear incentive to further invasions in 
hundreds of other indigenous areas not yet fully 
demarcated. 


activists who comprehend the nature of this geno- 
cide. In this racist war zone, anyone who is not dark 
skinned has a level of protection that can be utilized 
as conscience necessitates. 

One of the most immediate needs for Dineh 
resisters in this remote area of northeastern Ari- 
zona is for sheepherders to graze their sheep and 
protect them from BIA impoundment crews who 
target Dineh refusing to sign the Accommodation 
Agreement. Activists who can walk 1 5 to 20 miles 
a day with the sheep, live self-sufficiently in high 
desert conditions, have a deep concept of cultural 
sensitivity, awareness of racism and a willingness 
to forego alcohol are of utmost value. It would be 
most helpful to have as many such people as 
possible before February 10 so that Dineh elders 
will be free to travel to the Federal Court House in 
Phoenix for a so-called "Fairness Hearing." This is 
also an opportunity to get a firsthand feel for the 
land and the urgency of this situation. Cameras 
and recorders to document harassment are crucial 
as well. 

It is vital at this time for people to become aware 
of the Bureau of Indian Affairs offices in their areas 
and begin a dialogue that shows the government 
the Dineh are not alone in their struggle to defend 
Sacred Land. These dialogues would be followed by 
lockdowns and occupations if force is deployed 
against the Dineh. What could emerge would be the 
most visible, solidified force of white Americans of 
conscience to ever emerge in support of indigenous 
people in the sad history of colonization. Those 
considering confronting the BIA are being asked to 
behave in an absolutely peaceful, respectful way, 
reflecting the spiritual stand Dineh elders have 
taken. Anyone who is willing to risk arrest must 
have witnesses and a solid support system. Docu- 
ment what you do. 

Support groups for the Dineh resisters are being 
revived across the country. Hook up with them in 
your communities or form one yourself. Those 
coming to the land should bring food, warm cloth- 
ing, tents, sleeping bags, mud-boots, small four- 
wheel-drive pickup trucks and radio gear. Please 
contact one of the following to become more in- 
formed: Sovereign Dineh Nation— Dineh Alliance, 
POB 2889, Window Rock, AZ 86515; (505) 371 
5551; or Media Island International, POB 7204, 
Olympia, WA 98507; phone/fax (360) 352 8526; e- 
mail mii@olywa.net. 


Minister Jobim has radically subverted indigenous 
land rights as defined in the Constitution of 1988. 
Where Indian lands have been invaded through the 
omission of the federal government and the avarice 
of local elites for their natural resources, Jobim 
proposes that the Indians bear the cost by giving up 
their lands. The effect, for hundreds of other indig- 
enous areas, and the tens of millions of hectares of 
forest they comprise, will be disastrous. 

International public opinion, however, has had 
an effect. Without continued manifestations of 
concern and alarm from around the world (and 
particularly from Northern governments and par- 
liamentarians) it is likely that Raposa/Serra do Sol 
would already have been reduced by more. The state 
government has stated that it plans to appeal Jobim's 
decision because it wants more of the area. The 
Environmental Defense Fund also plans to take 
legal action against the decision. Your fax or email 
can make a difference. 

Only the president can reverse this decision, but 
it is already being processed by FUNAI. Please fax 
or e-mail Sr. Fernando Henrique Cardoso, Presidente 
da Republica Palacio do Planalto, Brasilia DF 70160- 
900; fax 55-61-226 7566; e-mail : pr@crdf.rnp.br 

Express your serious concern with Minister Jobim's 
December 20 decision to reduce the Raposa Serra do 
Sol indigenous area in favor of ranchers with private 
land titles legitimating miner's invasions. Respect- 
fully urge the President to suspend the Minister's 
decision and demarcate the entire Raposa Serra do 
Sol indigenous area, as identified by FUNAI in 1992. 

— Environmental Defense Fund 



These Dineh sheep died after drinking 
from a spring near a Peabody mine. 


for massive Amazon land grab 
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Forest Service foot fetish 


by Jim Flynn 

You could say it all started one night in October of 
1993 when four people drove nails into some downed 
trees on a log deck and then graffittied, smashed and 
torched a bulldozer, skidder and yarder. Or you could 
say that it all started when the Flathead National 
Forest planned the Challenge Blowdown timber sale 
in Montana's northern Rockies. Some might say it 
began 505 years ago when Europeans first laid eyes 
on the trees in blah, blah, blah... 

Suffice to say, in December 1993, US Forest Service 
Special Agents J. Deist and Mark Stanley entered a 
restaurant in a small tourist town in Montana and 
detained the dishwasher. Meanwhile, 50 FBI, Forest 
Service and local law enforcement agents sealed off 
the town and searched the dishwasher's house. What 
were they looking for? Well, just a pair of boots. 
While in the dishwasher's house though, they helped 
themselves to some of his books, public Forest Ser- 
vice wildlife management plans, EF! literature and 
ALL OF HIS SHOES! (They even took the shoes off his 
feet while he was still at work.) 

Two days later, the dishwasher finished his job and 
took a bus to Arizona. Four hours after he arrived at 
his partner's mom's house, Deist, Stanley and an EF! 
"expert" (Steve Sallis, FBI) knocked on the door 
looking for more footwear. They were accompanied 
by 50 agents who closed down a whole city block in 
Phoenix to ensure no boots escaped their dragnet. 

Over the next two years, the Forest Service and the 


FBI made this guy's life hell and dragged him through 
endless court hassles. They required numerous ap- 
pearances, changed court dates on short notice, pro- 
vided no travel expenses, etc. The federal judge in the 
area snatched up the case from the local magistrate 
and practically wrote a new constitution. Turns out, 
the feds had an agent (John Edwards, Yellowstone 
National Park cop) living in this guy's house, drinking 
beer and sniffing around in the closets. Edwards 
testified during his court appearance that he "acciden- 
tally found" a bag of tools while illegally sampling 
boots. The judge did not have a problem with the 
illegality of this search. The suspicion that the dish- 
washer-turned-defendant was a local Earth Firstier was 
enough for the judge to determine that the search 
warrant and investigation were legal. 

The boot prints turned out to be the only material 
evidence "linking" the defendant to the 
monkeywrenching, even though the "Boot Print 
Expert" couldn't testify to the certainty of the match. 
To hear the Forest Service tell it, the monkeywrencher 
left four sets of prints by changing shoes in the 
middle of his operation. However, the Forest Service 
hasn't been able to find any of these shoes... They are 
sure, however, they have their man since they found 
a copy of Hayduke Lives at his house. 

Forest Service special agent testifying: "A copy of 
the book Hayduck Lives was found at the defendant's 
house, and this book contains..." 

Defense Attorney: "Objection, your Honor. Agent 
So-and-So, have you ever read Hayduke Lives?" 



FS special agent: "No, I have not." 

Judge: "Objection overruled." 

And so it went that our hero was denied his rights 
and convicted of misdemeanor tree spiking for alleg- 
edly putting two four-inch nails in some dead trees. 
Sentence: one year in jail, one year on probation, 500 
hours of community service and suspension of his 
2nd and 4th Amendment rights while on probation. 

After being locked up for six weeks, awaiting a 
release hearing that should have taken two days, the 
defendant was released pending appeal. He is now 
home with his family where he belongs, and the case 
is out of the crooked judge's hands and into the 9th 
Circuit Court's in San Francisco, where it belongs. 

The score: Federales — intimidation of tourists and 
locals, six weeks of jail time and a great selection of 
new shoes. Defendant — new friends in government, 
six weeks free meals and lodging, no felonies and 
freedom (pending appeal). 


The FS Chief and the End of the USDA Forest Service cont., 


continued from page one 

Agriculture, unlike the Secretary of the 
Interior, is not very interested in forest 
policy. When Ickes proposed merging 
the Forest Service into his department, 
he was effectively stopped by an aging 
Pinchot. 

This insulation worked to a great de- 
gree. When Presidents Nixon, Carter, 
and Reagan ordered the Forest Service 
to accelerate timber cutting, agency of- 
ficials just laughed. The Forest Service 
wrote its own rules, set its own policy 
and made its own decisions. If the agency 
was not as sensitive to environmental 
issues as environmentalists might like, 
it was much more responsive to envi- 
ronmental concerns than the BLM, 
Corps of Engineers, Bureau of Reclama- 
tion or even the Park Service. 

Contributing to the insulation was 
the lifetime tenure of the chief. Between 
1910, when PresidentTaft fired Pinchot 
and lost his reelection bid because of it, 
and 1993, when Clinton fired Dale 
Robertson, no chief was ever fired by a 
president. When chiefs retired, they 
played a major role in picking their 
replacement — almost always someone 
from within the agency. 

Clinton effectively changed that tra- 
dition when he replaced Robertson with 
Jack Ward Thomas. Thomas was a life- 
time Forest Service employee, but he 
lacked the rank and experience that 
would previously have been required 
of a Forest Service chief. As chief, he 
failed to provide effective leadership, 
partly because he was unable to pre- 
vent meddling by administration offi- 
cials. 

When the administration fired 
Robertson, Assistant Secretary of Agri- 
culture Jim Lyons claimed that it was 
not "politicizing" the office of the chief. 
In fact, they were taking the first step 
down the proverbial slippery slope. The 
next step has now been taken. 

Jack Ward Thomas announced his 
resignation as chief of the Forest Service 


in October. Apparently, he had agreed 
to take the position of director of the 
Boone and Crockett Research Center in 
Missoula, Montana, as long ago as last 
spring. He did not want to announce 
this change until he could get the 
Clinton administration to agree on an 
acceptable replacement. 

But then he bought a house in 
Missoula, which was a matter of public 
record, and rumors began to fly. He was 
forced to make his planned retirement 
public. Secretary of Agriculture Dan 
Glickman insisted on his right to pick a 
new chief without interference by the 
old one. "I get to pick the director of all 
my other agencies," he said. "Why not 
the Forest Service?" 

Glickman picked Mike Dombeck, who 
had been acting director of the Bureau 
of Land Management. Although 
Dombeck had worked for the Forest 
Service from 1978 to 1989, his "defec- 
tion" to the BLM would formerly have 
ruled him out as a potential chief. (As it 
turned out, Dombeck had Thomas' sup- 
port, which may show how out of touch 
with reality Thomas is.) 

Dombeck has a PhD in fisheries biol- 
ogy, and his work for the Forest Service 
was in fisheries. But he also spent a year 
working as a legislative fellow for a US 
senator. With the help of that experi- 
ence, he is now more politician than 
biologist. When he moved to the BLM, 
he worked not in fisheries but in lands 
and minerals management — in other 
words, as a bureaucrat who spent much 
of his time as a liaison to people on 
Capitol Hill. 

As acting director of the BLM, he 
focused on providing that agency with 
a "vision" and with streamlining the 
Washington office. He made almost no 
effort to improve on-the-ground man- 
agement and no effort at all to change 
the incentives facing resource manag- 
ers. Instead, he has allowed the agency 
to get bogged down with "advisory coun- 
cils" and more planning. 

Dombeck brags that "BLM lands gen- 


erate more revenue than they cost to 
manage." But he doesn't say that virtu- 
ally all of that "revenue" is earmarked to 
the BLM or some other agency. Actual 
returns to the Treasury are only a small 
fraction of the costs to the Treasury. 
This suggests that he will fit right in 
with the Forest Service, which is fond of 
using similar arithmetic. 

The first step down the slippery slope 
of politicizing the Forest Service was in 



The new Forest Service Chief Mike Dombeck 
firing a chief. The next step was ap- 
pointing a chief who is more politician 
than civil servant and who was not a 
lifetime Forest Service employee. The 
step after that will be to appoint some- 
one who has never been in the agency. 
The final step will be to merge the Forest 
Service into the Department of Interior. 

That final step will take place in the 
next administration because there is no 
one left who cares enough about the 
Forest Service to defend it anymore. The 
agency itself is completely demoralized 
and user groups, including environmen- 
talists, are so alienated by it that they 
won't fight a merger. After all, environ- 
mentalists supported, and hardly any- 
one opposed, the Robertson firing. 

In fact, Gifford Pinchot was right: 
politicizing the Forest Service will be 
bad for the national forests and all 
their users. The flaw in Pinchot's de- 
sign was that he effectively insulated 


the Forest Service from the president, 
but he did not insulate the national 
forests from Congress — in particular, 
from the appropriations committees. 
For at least the last 50 years, appropria- 
tors have made it plain that they funded 
the national forests for one purpose 
and one purpose only: pork, mainly 
timber pork. 

Chiefs Thomas and Robertson both 
complained that, whenever they testi- 
fied before the appropriations commit- 
tees, the only question they were ever 
asked was why didn't they cut more 
timber. When Robertson's predecessor, 
Chief Max Peterson, told Oregon Con- 
gressman Les AuCoin that if they cut 
more they would run out of timber by 
the year 2000, AuCoin replied, "But 
chief, neither you nor I are going to be 
here in the year 2000." 

Assistant Agriculture Secretary Jim 
Lyons believed that by politicizing the 
agency — that is, appointing a new chief 
and other top officials and then micro 
managing the forests from his DC of- 
fice — he could effectively counter the 
political meddling by Congress. Even 
if Lyons were a true-green environ- 
mentalist, which he is not, this strat- 
egy is doomed to fail. For one thing, 
Congress has far more power over the 
agency than the secretary, as the Sal- 
vage Rider demonstrated. The reason 
for this is that Congress has a power 
that Lyons lacks — the power over the 
budget, which effectively shapes the 
agency's incentives. 

Gifford Pinchot's idea of manage- 
ment by experts, rather than politi- 
cians, still makes sense, but only if the 
experts are given good incentives. Re- 
wards for cutting timber at a loss or 
overgrazing at a loss are not good in- 
centives. Neither are rewards for fol- 
lowing the whim of whatever president 
happens to be in office. Those who 
want to fix the Forest Service should 
focus on incentives, not personalities. 

Randal O'Toole is a forest economist for 
the Thoreau Institute. More information 
about the Forest Service is available on the 
Institute's website at http://www. 
teleport.com/~rot/. 


Page 8 Earth First! Brigid 1997 






THE TAO AND BIOCENTRIC ANARCHISM 


about well-sweeps and other simplistic machines. 
So it can be inferred that modern technology is a 
hundred times worse and needs to be abandoned 
that much more. "A small country has few people. 
Though there are machines that can work ten to a 
hundred times faster than a man, they are not 
needed." 

Although technology is timesaving, it also creates 
artificial desires for wealth, materials and fame. 
Moreover, it is unnecessary to transcend natural 
scarcity — a notion that only developed 
once people became dependent on 
the fertility of the land 
surrounding cities. Nature left 
to itself is abundant and 
overflowing. In taking from 
those who have too much 
and giving to those who 
have too little, nature is 
constantly trying to 
balance itself and achieve 
equilibrium. 

Another central belief of 
Taoism is wu-wei, the 
principle of non-action. Wu- 
wei is not a defeatist or 
submissive reaction to the 
power of civilization but a 
negation of the ethic of work. It is 
not an argument for inactivity but instead 
a call for work without effort or complication. 

The Taoist believes the work that is done should not 
go against nature. Nature will provide for you 
whether you grow food in a garden or gather food 
from the wilderness. Either way, the food you need 
will be given to you by nature and it will come from 
the earth. "Natural forms are not made but grown." 

Taoists have a reputation for being pacifists, an 
idea originating in a particular interpretation of wu- 
wei and inferred from comments like "force is 
followed by loss of strength" and "a violent man 
will die a violent death." At the same time Taoists 
are conscious of the constant struggle for natural 
balance and explain this in a metaphor comparing 
struggle to water: "Under heaven nothing is more 
soft and yielding than water. Yet for attacking the 
solid and strong, nothing is better; it has no equal. 
The weak can overcome the strong; the supple can 
overcome the stiff." Wasting energy is avoided. 
Energy is saved until needed to fight, with the goal 
to win every fight. Strategy is essential. 



Hopefully, to realize that plants thrive following 
their natural course is to realize people also thrive 
with minimal interference. This is what separates 
Taoism from all other spiritual beliefs — the idea 
that there should be no religious or governmental 
control. "That the conditions of life are violated, the 
will of god does not triumph, that the beasts of the 
field are disorganized, that the birds of the air cry at 
night, that blight reaches the trees and herds, that 
destruction spreads among creeping things — this, 
alas, is the fault of government." To try 
to govern people by artificial laws 
and make them obey regulations 
is like having a mosquito fly 
away with a mountain: "the 
more laws and restrictions 
there are, the poorer 
people become. The 
sharper men's weapons, 
the more trouble in the 
land.... The more rules 
and regulations, the more 
thieves and robbers." We 
see daily how this is true. 
The government is enacting 
stricter and more repressive 
laws, while simultaneously 
they are making it easier for 
industry to destroy the natural world. 
The gap between the rich and poor is 
huge, violence runs rampant in city streets, and 
people are becoming more and more cunning in the 
ways they steal from nature and each other. 

The Taoist believes that the more individuality 
and diversity there is, the greater the overall 
harmony. The spontaneous order of society does 
not preclude conflict, but there is an identity of 
opposites. Such a spontaneous society would deal 
with conflict with as little violence as possible, but 
it would promote and protect diversity of all life. 
After studying many religions, 1 have concluded 
that Taoism is the most biocentric. Until I studied 
the Tao I was a devout atheist but my experience as 
a biocentric anarchist made me challenge some of 
those beliefs. I feel EFlers could learn a lot from 
Taoism. 

If Taoism sounds interesting and you would like 
to look into it, I recommend a few books: the central 
writing of Taoism, Tao TeChing by LaoTzu; The Tao 
of Ecology; anything by Chuang Tzu; The Turning 
Point and The Tao of Physics by Fritjof Capra. 


22 New Federal Highways Planned 
Nature and the Taxpayers to Pay the Bill 


by Chris Kortright 

In approximately 77 Ob.c.e. (before common era), 
Chinese philosopher Lao Tzu wrote what is now the 
central writing of Taoism, the Tao Te Ching. It is a 
very mystical document and one of the most brilliant 
philosophical books ever written. T aoism is a spiritual 
ideology that teaches both biocentrism and 
anarchism. Whether one believes in a god, goddess 
or neither, there is much to be learned from Taoism. 

First and central to both Taoism and radical 
environmentalism is the natural world. What is 
natural? 

To the Taoist the answer is simple: whatever 
existed before human interference, "...horse and 
oxen have four feet. That is the natural. Put a halter 
on a horse's head, a string through a bullock's 
nose — that is artificial." Taoism teaches that, in 
ancient times, nature was in balance and humans 
were a part of the natural cycle. Humans then 
adopted technology, started civilization and threw 
the universe out of balance. We entered into dark 
times from which we still haven't emerged. 

Taoism is strictly biocentric. Compassion is not 
merely felt towards other humans but felt towards 
all creatures; it is anti-humanist in the sense that it 
has no favorites. It teaches that the universe is not 
human-hearted: "Heaven and earth are ruthless. It 
follows that if a person wishes to be in harmony 
with the universe, he or she will not be human- 
hearted. The wise are ruthless." 

This does not mean you should harm other people 
or the natural world. Taoism teaches that, in nature, 
death and suffering have their role, and we need to 
understand this to enter back into the cycle of life. 
"The wise person will not interfere with nature, but 
let it be. They are not aggressive or assertive." 
Taoism repeatedly speaks of how essential it is to go 
back to nature to end the separation between the 
true natural world and the human world. "If the 
wise abandon prejudice and study nature they will 
be able to increase general well-being" and 
"community with nature is not therefore a form of 
escapism, but direct contact with reality, a state in 
which the observer and observed are no longer felt 
as separate." 

The Taoist has no need for technology. The Taoist 
views technology and civilization as destroying the 
natural cycle and alienating people by separating 
them from nature. When Lao Tzu and Chuang Tzu 
addressed the issue of technology they were talking 


A taxpayer-environmentalist coalition has called 
for a halt to 22 wasteful and environmentally de- 
structive road building projects planned in 15 US 
states, Washington, DC, Panama and in numerous 
US national forests. According to the coalition, put- 
ting the brakes on these unneeded projects would 
save $10 billion in federal tax dollars, protect the 
environment and help preserve local communities. 

The 22 projects are detailed in Road to Ruin, a new 
report by Taxpayers for Common Sense, Friends of 
the Earth and US Public Interest Research Group. 
The projects include: 

• Red Rock Crossing (Sedona, AZ) 

To shave minutes off the drive to a popular golf 
course, a proposed bridge would spoil the historic and 
popular Cathedral Rocks. The Arizona Republic called 
the rocks "a symbol of the American West." Former 
Senator Barry Goldwater, who lives nearby, says, "There 
is no earthly reason why any attempt should be made 
to put a bridge at Red Rock Crossing." 

• Carolina Bays Parkway (Myrtle Beach, SC) 
Dubbed by its supporters as "Nature's Road," this 

$ 750-million project would actually pave some of 
coastal South Carolina's last bottomland hardwood 
forests and more than 300 acres of pristine wetlands. 

• US Route 220/322 (State College, PA) 

This project would cost $288 million for 17 miles 
of extra lanes to reduce traffic jams after Penn. State 


football games on a few fall Saturdays. Perhaps by 
coincidence, it is located in the congressional dis- 
trict of Congressman Bud Shuster (R), chairman of 
the House Transportation and Infrastructure Com- 
mittee. This highway expansion would impact 
springs and disrupt water supplies. The resulting 
forest fragmentation would also adversely impact 
wildlife preservation efforts. 

• Grand Parkway (Houston, TX) 

This would be the fourth freeway loop around 
Houston. Drawn up in the 1980s, the plan no longer 
reflects the needs of the city, a former boom town 
now losing its tax base to the suburbs. The Parkway 
would fill wetlands on the Katy Prairie, winter home 
to the densest concentration of migratory waterfowl 
in North America. It would also slice through Lake 
Houston State Park and destroy some of the last 
bottomland hardwoods near Houston. The US Fish & 
Wildlife Service stated that the Grand Parkway would 
result in "tremendous secondary impacts through 
induced commercial and residential development." 

• Outer Perimeter (Atlanta, GA) 

What started out as a $ 1-billion project has bal- 
looned into a $5 billion behemoth, by far the most 
expensive project in the report. This unneeded bud- 
get-buster would be the second beltway around At- 
lanta and has little support from local governments. 
Atlanta has some of the poorest-quality air in the 


nation and the new loop would make it worse. Also, 
the project would promote sprawling forms of devel- 
opment that would increase soil erosion and pol- 
luted runoff into area rivers and streams, adversely 
affecting trout streams in neighboring counties. 

Many of the proposed roads described in the 
report face significant local opposition from neigh- 
borhood groups and local governments. The report 
says that highways are "poor neighbors," divide 
communities, hurt Main Street businesses, and shift 
residents and the tax base elsewhere. 

Instead of building the new road projects as pro- 
posed, the report recommends exploring cheaper, 
less destructive alternatives to deal with transporta- 
tion problems over the long term. Many of the 
projects are intended to relieve short-term traffic 
congestion, but the 22 new or enlarged highway 
projects could encourage more development and 
urban sprawl, which eventually would draw even 
more traffic. 

New highway projects are planned in the states of 
Arizona, California, Connecticut, Georgia, Indiana, 
Maryland, Michigan, Minnesota, New York, Penn- 
sylvania, South Carolina, Texas, Virginia, West Vir- 
ginia and Wisconsin. Join the campaign, and stop 
the project nearest you. 

The report is available from Friends of the Earth 
at 1025 Vermont Ave., NW Suite 300, Washington, 
DC 20005; (202) 783-7400; e-mail foe@foe.org; 
http://www.foe.org; and the Taxpayers for Com- 
mon Sense at 651 Pennsylvania Ave. SE, 2nd Floor, 
Washington, DC 20003; (202) 645-8500; e-mail 
staff@taxpayer.net; http://www.taxpayer.net. 
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Kentucky Paves the Way for ORVs 

by Andy Mahler 

On December 20, 1996, the US Forest Service (USFS) filed a "Notice 
of Intent" in the Federal Register proposing an amendment to the 
forest plan for the Daniel Boone National Forest in Kentucky. The 
amendment proposes a policy for off-road vehicle (ORV) use within 
this national forest. 

At present ORVs on the Daniel Boone are only restricted from 
driving in Wilderness Areas, Wildlife Management Areas and a few 
postage stamp-size areas. The existing regulations allow ORVs to 
drive cross-country through the forest and to drive in streams or 
almost anywhere else they want. There are no true regulations at this 
time. These old, out-of-date policies must be changed to protect the 
forest ecosystem and rare species. ORVs are severely impacting the 
land and resident endangered species and causing user conflicts. 

The lack of restrictions has made the Daniel Boone so appealing 
to the ORV drivers and clubs that they come from as far away as 
Michigan to ride here. 

The Forest Service has given in to corporate interests again and is 
seeking only to restrict ORVs to trails — the least restrictive policy they 
think they can get by with. There are only 1 1 USFS law enforcement 
officers on the Daniel Boone, which contains 700,000 acres with over 
2,300 miles of listed roads. This proposed policy is not workable for 
the protection of rare species or their habitats. It does nothing to 
reduce ORV noise or conflicts with other forest users. 

The comment period for the proposed ORV amendment is now 
open. The deadline for writing comments is February 14, 1997. 
Please write to the USFS stating that restricting off-road vehicles to 
trails is not enough. Tell them that the only workable solution is a 
total ban on ORVs on the national forest. ORV bans have taken place 
in other national forests. This is everyone's chance to do something 
to protect the forest from the damage and problems these motor 
vehicles are causing. 

Send your comments to the Daniel Boone National Forest at 1 700 
Bypass Road, Winchester, KY 40391. 

For more information contact Kentucky Heartwood by calling 
Bob House at (606) 864-6331, e-mail KyHeartwood@juno.com, or 
write to Chris Schimmoeller at 660 Mount Vernon Ridge, Frankfort, 
KY 40601. 

Killing Coyotes in Colorado 

by Nicole Rosmarino, Rocky Mountain Animal Defense 

It is open season on coyotes in Colorado with no bag limit, and 
state businesses are sponsoring a coyote killing contest on public 
and private lands. In fact, there are prizes for the hunters who collect 
the most coyote left ears and take them to their local gun shop. 
Responding to a coalition of local environmental and animal rights 
groups, the Colorado Wildlife Commission has agreed to start the 
rule-making process to change the regulations on contest killings. 

The ubiquitous coyote is, of course, not suffering from a popula- 
tion decline. Though targeted for over a century, the coyote popu- 
lation remains stable. Dr. Bob Crabtree, a specialist in coyote 
research, has found that intensified hunting of coyotes causes 
surviving coyotes to have larger litters as a response mechanism. 
The more the coyote is targeted, the more it increases reproduction. 
In addition, Crabtree's research indicates that when coyotes are 
killed their social structures are disrupted, leading to coyote coloni- 
zation of new territories. Displaced coyotes are more likely to resort 
to predation of livestock. Therefore, killing coyotes is not a rational 
management tool. 

Both Animal Damage Control and many ranchers recognize that 
only a fraction of coyotes actually attack livestock. Killing coyotes 
indiscriminately will not solve the problem of livestock depreda- 
tion. Those wily, cow-killing coyotes may be more likely to outfox 
armed ranchers. 

Contest killings in the state target prairie dogs as well as coyotes. 
Prairie dogs, however, are suffering from perilously low numbers 
and fragmented populations. Over 160 vertebrate species are di- 
rectly dependent on prairie dogs and prairie dog habitat for their 
survival. Consequently, the sanctioned killing of prairie dogs imper- 
ils species dependent on prairie dogs and their towns. The coyote 
slaughter can be halted and pressure taken off prairie dog popula- 
tions if contest killings are outlawed. 

Fortunately, opposition to contest killings has wide support in 
Colorado. Several years ago a hunter's group, the Coalition for 
Responsible Hunting, formed over the issue. The Colorado Wildlife 
Federation, another pro-hunting group, also opposes contest kill- 
ings on ethical grounds. With such broad-based opposition from 
hunters and animal rights advocates, contest killings are clearly a 
violation of the public trust. 

Please contact the business sponsors of the contest and tell them 
what you think: 

• Del's Gun Shop, POB F, Clifton, CO 81520; (970) 434-9594 

• Bill Marchand Taxidermy, 278 29 Road, Grand Junction, CO 
81503; (970) 241-7930 


Fewer Lesser Prairie Chickens 

Endangered Species in the Southern Plains 

On December 23, 1 996, the Biodiversity Legal Foundation (BLF) of 
Boulder, Colorado filed suit in Federal District Court in Denver 
against Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt and the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS) for failing to issue a ruling on a petition to 
list the lesser prairie chicken under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. According to the complaint, these agencies failed to issue a 90- 
day ruling on the merit of the petition within the time frame 
mandated by the Act. The decision is now almost a year overdue. 



While the Department of the Interior and the USFWS drag their 
feet in responding to the petition, prairie chicken numbers have 
continued to decline due to drought and deteriorating habitat 
conditions in the southern Great Plains. 

The lesser prairie chicken historically occupied a large area of arid 
grasslands with half-shrub vegetation or interspersed dwarf oak and 
shrubs. They were formerly abundant within their range, an exten- 
sive area from eastern New Mexico and the panhandle of Texas 
northward across western Oklahoma, southwestern Kansas and 
southeastern Colorado. In 1980, it was estimated that the distribu- 
tion of lesser prairie chickens had decreased by 92 percent and the 
population had declined by 97 percent. Further range reductions 
have taken place since that time. Lesser prairie chickens are listed as 
threatened in Colorado and a species of "special concern" in Kansas, 
Oklahoma and Texas. 

The decline of lesser prairie chickens has been attributed to a 
number of factors. Overgrazing of rangelands by livestock reduces 
nesting habitat and makes lesser prairie chickens more susceptible 
to the mortality factors caused by drought. Brush control to increase 
cattle forage (which eliminates food and summer thermal cover for 
prairie chickens) and conversion of grasslands to croplands (which 
reduces the amount of available habitat for prairie chickens) has 
destroyed precious habitat. Lesser prairie chicken populations are 
also threatened by many agricultural practices such as burning of 
crop stubble and "clean farming" which tend to eliminate or reduce 
food sources for chickens. Intensive livestock grazing, application of 
herbicides and the use of center-pivot irrigation have also contrib- 
uted to the bird's decline. Surprisingly, the lesser prairie chicken is 
still hunted in three states. 

This court case is necessary because the lesser prairie chicken may 
not survive USFWS delay tactics and the inadequacy of federal and 
state conservation programs. 

—Biodiversity Legal Foundation 



• Nucla True Value, POB 770, Nucla, CO 81424; (970) 864-7424 

• The Buck Stop, 13 W. Main St., Montrose, CO 81402; (970) 249-0867 

• Jerry's Outdoor Sports, 2524 Hwy. 6 and 50, Grand Junction, CO 
81505; (970) 245-1502 

Please also contact these state officials and let them know that 
they are responsible for what happens on public lands: 

Arnold Salazar, Chairperson, Colorado Wildlife Commission, 
6060 Broadway, Denver, CO 80216. (Pressure on the Commission 
will be most effective because they have already commenced 
rulemaking procedures to change contest killings.) 

Governor Roy Romer, 100 E. Colfax Ave., Room 136, Denver, CO 
80203; (303) 866 2471; e-mail romer@governor.state.co.us. 

For more information contact Rocky Mountain Animal Defense at 
2525 Araphoe #E4-335, Boulder, CO, 80301; (303) 449-4422; http:/ 
/www.envirolink.org/orgs/rmad. 
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Make My Golf Course! 

Clint's Criminal Develpoment 


The hills straddling Carmel Valley and the 
Monterey Peninsula are one of California's most 
unusual habitats. Rare native grasslands, endan- 
gered Monterey pine and oak savanna roll over the 
slopes of this largely hidden world. Golden eagles, 
wild turkeys, peacocks, boars and bobcat are among 
the diverse wildlife roaming these mountains. Re- 
cently, Clint Eastwood rode onto this pastoral scene. 
He wasn't starring in a movie or campaigning again 
to become mayor of Carmel though these promi- 
nent titles did help to expedite his mission. He came 
there to build a golf course! 

Prior to Eastwood's plan for the Canada Woods 
North (CWN) golf course, which would be the 19th 
golf course on the Monterey Peninsula, develop- 
ment of the surrounding area had been stalled by 
costly water-quality and wastewater issues. The CWN 
plan proposes to take wastewater from several as- 
yet-built developments (three of the properties are 
owned by Eastwood) and use it on his private golf 
course. Doing so involves a complicated water sys- 
tem linking the developments in all aspects of water 
generation and usage — potable, agricultural and 
landscape irrigation. This plan paves the way for 
potential development. 

The CWN plan also calls for transferring Carmel 
River water from agricultural wells near the river. 
Regardless of the propriety of this water maneuver- 
ing, the CWN Environmental Impact Report ac- 
knowledges that pumping the bedrock wells of the 
developed areas will impact the already overstressed 
Carmel River public-water resources. After the 
Ventana Chapter of the Sierra Club and others raised 
this issue, the developer's consultants and the county 
reanalyzed the data and concluded the impact was 
actually "much less than they had previously 
thought." While this reanalysis is dubious, the issue 
remains that cumulative impacts to the aquifer have 


not been addressed. The neighboring September 
Ranch subdivision is expected to be developed next. 
It is expected they will claim a need for an additional 
"insignificant" amount of water for its needs. What 
the overall effect will be on the aquifer from such 
incremental pumping no one knows. 

The Ventana Sierra Club and members of the 
public have raised many other concerns. There is a 
lack of adequate enforcement of mitigation measures 
meant to protect special habitat. Also, the project 
design allows for major reconfiguration after the 
public review process is closed. Many simply cannot 
justify building another golf course on one of the few 
remaining stands of rare, coastal terrace prairie grass- 
lands. These concerns have not been taken seriously 
by the Planning Commission and the Board of Super- 
visors. Often, the county's responses have been mis- 
leading, evasive or inaccurate. 

The county denies that Eastwood got the red 
carpet treatment for his project, yet the approval 
process has been distorted and compressed to rush 
this development through on a fast track. The 
shortened time-frame and shifting project descrip- 
tion have kept the public off balance and always 
behind in analyzing the proposal. A similarly trun- 
cated process was used successfully when Eastwood 
wanted to get his adjacent Canada Woods East 
subdivision rushed through the system. There, the 
county removed a "permanent" scenic easement on 
the land to allow its development. That project also 
had impacts to biotic resources and mitigation was 
inadequately addressed. 

Special treatment for Eastwood extends beyond 
Monterey County. As reported December 15, 1996 
in the Los Angeles Times, when Eastwood wanted 
water for his Canada Woods subdivision, he got 
help from a powerful friend, the chair of the State 
Water Resources Control Board, who moved Clint's 



For Habitat Destruction and Bad Golf Etiquette 

application quickly through the process. One water 
board staff member recalled a "conference" with 
Eastwood concerning his project application, "It 
was 'Come meet the movie star.' It's the first time 
I've ever seen that happen and the message was 
clear: 'Give this guy what he wants.'" 

One thing is certain, developers in Monterey 
County (especially those with money or a big name) 
are virtually escorted through the approval process 
by many county representatives. Developers are apt 
to do whatever it takes to get their projects ap- 
proved, but county government is expected to act as 
a guardian of the public interest, neutrally examin- 
ing the facts. The CWN review process reveals a 
painful failure to meet this expectation. 

The Ventana Sierra Club is currently seeking to 
determine if legal challenge is warranted. A devel- 
opment can be environmentally and morally wrong 
and not be open to legal challenge. If you have 
questions, suggestions or would like to get involved 
please contact the Ventana Chapter, Sierra Club at 
POB 5667, Carmel, CA 93921. 

Compiled from information submitted by Gillian 
Taylor, Ventana Chapter of the Sierra Club, and an 
article from the Los Angeles Times. 


Jet Boat Scum 


One of America's premier wild areas is the Snake 
Wild and Scenic River (SWSR). This river flows 
through Hell's Canyon, the deepest gorge in North 
America. Currently, jet boat lobbyists are trying to 
kill the Forest Service's SWSR management plan, 
which seeks to implement the first-ever limits on jet 
boat use. 

The 1975 law that designated the SWSR specifi- 
cally requires that the use and number of both 
motorized and non-motorized (floater) river craft 
be regulated. Incomprehensibly, the Forest Service 
has controlled floater use, but to this day has never 
controlled motorized use. Jet boat use has thus 
escalated fivefold since 1975. 

The Forest Service began development of a new 
Snake River plan in 1988. This plan would set a 21- 
day non-motorized period on 21 miles of the section 
of the river designated "wild." Private float clubs, 
conservationists and outfitters have filed lawsuits 
and expect implementation this year. Meanwhile, j et 
boaters are pressuring the Forest Service to void 
aspects of the plan which would limit jet-boat use. 

Unfortunately, the minuscule non-motorized 
period is the only concession to floaters. The overall 
plan actually shows preference to jet boats. The plan 
maintains jet boat launch levels (41 per day on 
summer weekends) and increases restrictions on 
floater use. Jet boaters can secure a permit at any 
time while floaters must enter a winter lottery to 
obtain a summer launch permit. 

Jet boats pose a safety hazard to other recreationists 
and ruin the river experience. They also heavily 
impact the ecosystem with their noise, fumes and 
wakes. In order to protect wilderness values and the 
"primitive vestige" of a beautiful wild and scenic 
area, jet boat use must be restricted. 

Please write a from-the-heart, to-the-point letter 
to Bob Williams, US Forest Service, POB 3623, Port- 
land, OR 97208; fax (503) 326-7577. 

For more information contact the Hell's Canyon 
Preservation Council at (541) 432-8100. 
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Cattle Ordered Off Diamond Bar 


After five years, three lawsuits and much pushing by 
the environmental group Gila Watch, a federal judge 
ordered the removal of 900 cattle illegally grazing on 
the Diamond Bar allotment of the Gila and Aldo 
Leopold Wilderness areas. The Judge also threw out 
the cattle rancher's lawsuit claiming "rights" to wil- 
derness streams. Federal District Court Judge Howard 
Bratton issued the first definitive court victory in the 
Diamond Bar saga on December 5 by dismissing the 
Diamond Bar suit and ruling that ranchers do indeed 
need permits to graze their cattle on federal lands. 

Cattle rancher and former Diamond Bar permittee 
Kit Laney sued the Forest Service last April claiming 
that federal regulations "interfered" with his cattle 
business. Laney refused to sign his 1996 
grazing permit after the Forest Service 
wouldn't let him build 33 massive 
earthen stock tanks in the wilder- 
ness with bulldozers and dyna- 
mite. The Forest Service disal- 
lowed the construction of the 
33 tanks after Gila Watch suc- 
cessfully sued the agency for 
violating the Wilderness Act. 

However, the Forest Service 
did authorize construction of 
15 stock tanks in a 1995 deci- 
sion. That decision was struck 
down by Forest Service Chief Jack 
Ward Thomas who concurred with 
arguments made in a second lawsuit 
filed by Gila Watch, Wilderness Watch 
and the Rio Grande Chapter of Trout Unlim- 
ited that alleged the tanks violated the Wilderness Act. 

By the time Laney had refused to sign the grazing 
permit for the Diamond Bar allotment, which spans 
1 45,000 acres of the Gila and Aldo Leopold Wilderness 
areas, he already had a long history of flouting federal 
regulations. During the ten years he held the permit 
Laney continually grazed his cattle in pastures sched- 
uled for rest and allowed them to trespass on adjacent 
areas of the wilderness closed to livestock. 



Throughout 1996, Laney ran 900 illegal cattle, more 
than three times the number the Forest Service per- 
mits, destroying miles of fragile riparian areas and 
endangered Gila trout habitat. Although Forest Ser- 
vice reports cite "irreparable harm" to the ecosystem, 
the agency did not impound the cattle because Laney 
had threatened to meet any attempt to do so with " 1 00 
people with guns." 

As Laney locked horns with the Forest Service, both 
on the ground and in federal court, a coalition of 
environmental groups brought in a third lawsuit to 
force the Forest Service to protect the land. Finally, 
the agency moved for an injunction against the 
cattle. Even now, however, the Forest Service has 
announced it has no plans to impound and 
will wait for the judge to order removal 
of the cattle. 

Gila Watch may have to file yet 
another lawsuit against the For- 
est Service to compel the agency 
to comply with the injunc- 
tion. The cattle, will however, 
eventually be impounded. 

Judge Bratton's decision is 
one in a series by federal 
judges across the West which 
reaffirms that national forests 
do indeed belong in the public 
domain. 

New Mexico ranchers and bank- 
ers have formed an organization 
called the Paragon Foundation to fight 
federal regulations on public lands. Paragon's 
first meeting in October, which drew 300 ranchers, 
featured wise use luminaries such as attorney Karen 
Budd Falen, Nevada rancher Wayne Hage and Kit 
Laney. Paragon announced it will file a class-action 
suit challenging government authority on the Dia- 
mond Bar, naming all public lands ranchers in New 
Mexico as plaintiffs. 

Reprinted from Barbed Wire, a monthly report by Gila 
Watch, POB 309, Silver City, NM 88062. 




Forest Service Law Enforcement & Investigations Branch 


Forest Rape, Ecosystem Destruction Defenders, 
Interrogators & Enforcement Sleuths 


by Jon Doe-Nut 

Most of us radical ecologists in the US don't get 
paid to track timber sales or run campaigns. As a 
result, our only interaction with the Forest Service 
(USFS) is likely to be when they send their law 
enforcement to remove us from a road or chase us 
out of a logging area. When a road blockade or direct 
action campaign gets going, many sup- 
porters come out of the woodwork to 
get involved; often they lack experi- 
ence with the Forest Service or a good 
base of knowledge to work from. Non- 
violence trainings are essential, but 
civil disobedience that actually stops 
resource extraction requires technical 
skills and specialized knowledge be- 
yond this. It is important to know 
about Freddies' training, tactics, gear 
and special closures procedures. 

In 1994, the USFS Law Enforcement 
& Investigations branch (LEI) was com- 
pletely separated from the National 
Forest System (NFS) in a "stove-pip- 
ing" reorganization. The line of au- 
thority runs from the USFS Chief to 
the LEI office in Washington, DC. Lo- 
cal Forest Supervisors have very little 
authority over the law enforcement 
agents in their office. The LEI branch 
has three program areas: Cooperative 
Law Enforcement, Drug Enforcement and NFS Law 
Enforcement. The 1997 budget for LEI is $60 mil- 
lion. LEI asked for an additional $409,000 in their 
budget this year to counter environmental activi- 
ties, county supremacy and white-collar crimes, 
among other transgressions. 

LEI employs approximately 570 uniformed Law 
Enforcement Officers (LEOs) and 150 criminal in- 
vestigators called Special Agents. LEOs spend 11 
weeks in police training focused on federal law. 
Special Agents train for an additional seven weeks. 
Most of the training time is spent on constitutional 
law and search-and-seizure techniques. There are 
also specially designed natural-resource courses 
about crimes relating to archaeological sites, timber 
theft and wildfire arson. 

There are reportedly no courses on how to deal 
with environmental protesters. This type of train- 
ing may happen at a lower level with experienced 
LEOs and EF! "experts." Bureau of Land Manage- 
ment (BLM) officers from other regions who claim 
vast experience with protests worked at closures in 
Oregon last summer. Experienced LEOs may do 
training circuits to share such knowledge. 

LEOs are trained to use mild torture tactics, the 
most notorious being pain compliance holds, on 
people who physically resist arrest or refuse to leave 
an area. Many of these holds originate from the 
martial art Aikido and involve pressing the fingers on 
nerve bundles or twisting parts of the body in ways 
they shouldn't move. Pain compliance holds usually 
won't result in permanent damage unless resisted or 
used malevolently. Tom Lyons, Region 6 Special 
Agent in Charge has denied that these holds are used 
on people who lockdown, but this has reportedly 
happened on at least two occasions in the past year. 
LEOs try to make protesters as uncomfortable as 
possible, especially when locked-down or in small 
groups. They have been known to make protesters 
hypothermic by taking off excess layers of clothes, 
denying them food and water and "hog-tying" them, 
i.e. handcuffing their free limbs to their feet and 
twisting them into the most uncomfortable posi- 
tions possible. They also use scare tactics like holding 
mace up to protesters' faces, saying it will be very 
painful to be removed, threatening felony charges or 
long jail sentences and claiming they will cut down 
trees to make a temporary road around a blockade. 
Before an action, activists should prepare to be dehu- 
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manized, manipulated, threatened and lied to. 

Some LEOs have training on the slow process of 
tracking people in the woods. When they initially 
detect people in the woods, they radio to "opera- 
tions" for instructions on how to proceed. They are 
known to track in groups, often dressed in camou- 
flage with small radios on their collars so they can 
communicate and maneuver as a team. When they 


spot a protester, they radio their location to the team 
and attempt to stealthily approach. If activists think 
they have been detected and the LEOs may track 
them, they should get out of the area quietly, leaving 
as little trace as possible. One activist escaped a team 
of LEOs by running out of sight, hiding in a nook and 
covering himself with moss and ferns. LEOs will 
rarely follow activists into the woods at night. 

A K-9 unit may be used to track scents in the forest. 
Most dogs are trained to attack people who are 
running or acting aggressively and to guard scared, 
calm or passive people. If activists are trying to hide 
or evade LEOs without trekking too far from a site, 
they should carry cayenne powder (red pepper) to 
leave on their trail. This will interfere with the dog's 
scenting capabilities. 

Along with an advanced, full-range radio/scanner 
system, high-level LEO vehicles have cellular speaker 
phones. In the middle of the dashboard, video 
cameras are often mounted. The Freddies often 
have noise-activated flood lights on vehicles sta- 
tioned at the boundary of closures. They have been 
known to use night vision and long-distance audio 
mics for covert surveillance and to put gels on their 
car headlights for stealthy patrols. 

USFS officers are typically heavily armed. Most 
carry a semiautomatic 9mm handgun, and many 
also carry a .38-caliber revolver as backup. Most LEI 
and sheriff vehicles tote a 12-gauge shotgun as well 
as a Ruger Mini-30 semiautomatic carbine assault 
rifle, which shoots a .30 caliber similar to those used 
with AK-47s and M-60 machine guns. Many agents 
also have access to AR-15 rifles, the semi-automatic 
version of the M-16 which shoots .33-caliber. 

The LEI Cooperative Law Enforcement program 
provides reimbursement to state and local law en- 
forcement agencies that cooperate in enforcing the 
law on USFS land. For larger operations, such as 
enforcing huge closures on timber sales that bar the 
public from entering an area, specific cooperative 
agreements outline how other agencies will be com- 
pensated for their help. LEI Congressional budget 
requests for '97 indicate continued support for ap- 
proximately 520 cooperative law enforcement agree- 
ments. This is why you may see a variety of law 
enforcement at a protest. Often there will be state 
police, sheriff's deputies from various counties and 
BLM officers alongside the Freddies. It is an exciting 
yet easy way for them to make $33 to $38 an hour, or 


$46 to $54 an hour overtime (using Lane County, OR 
as an example). 

Increasingly, USFS uses special closures to bar pro- 
testers from being on large swaths of public land near 
a timber sale. The '97 budget request states: "Environ- 
mental activities which include protests of timber 
sales and other controlled forest activities are increas- 
ing and requiring more law enforcement presence by 
the agency. These increased public safety 
closures on the forests and large group (Rain- 
bow) gatherings must be managed and en- 
forced." This strategic use of "public safety" 
closures to prevent protest brings up several 
issues: First Amendment free-speech rights, 
legal justifications for special closures and 
the rights of media. 

In many cases, LEI "public safety" closures 
are used more as a tactic to prevent the public 
and media from witnessing the ecological 
destruction of industrial resource extraction 
than out of a legitimate concern for safety. 
1 These closures often restrict the citizenry 
I miles from actual logging sites. Legally, how- 
I ever, closures should only be used to protect 
| the citizenry, not to silence it. When a district 
* ranger was asked in court about the possible 
f hazards to public safety from a logging site 
miles away, he mumbled something about 
logs rolling downhill. USFS even used a clo- 
sure at a protest held on Saturday, when 
there was no harvest activities and no par- 
ticular dangers to public safety from logging. One 
sheriff said that his sole reason for being at the protest 
was to "protect the civil rights of protesters" (with 
handcuffs?). However, this wasn't mentioned as an 
objective of "managing" the protest. A Freedom Of 
Information Act (FOIA) request of the LEI protest 
response plan for the Red 90 timber sale protest in 
Oregon revealed five objectives, one of which stated, 
"Prevent/reduce unlawful demonstrations, criminal 
acts and/or acts of civil disobedience that would delay 
harvest operations." Such use of closures is a clear 
violation of the Constitutional rights of protesters. 

According to case law, government agents must be 
very careful in restricting activities that limit First 
Amendment free speech rights. Expressive activity 
must be tolerated to the maximum extent on National 
Forests. Regulations cannot be applied to suppress 
First Amendment activity or out of hostility to a 
particular group; speculative injury or law breaking is 
not sufficient reason to restrict expressive activity. 
This does not mean that the courts will always rule 
accordingly. Earlier this year, however, the closure at 
the Rocky Brook sale in Washington was ruled "un- 
constitutionally overbroad" because it covered "an 
excessive area and burden(ed) more speech than is 
necessary to serve significant government interests." 

In many cases, LEI will not allow the media in 
closures so they can't get footage of trees falling and 
protesters locked-down or perched in tripods. In Au- 
gust 1996, two reporters from the Eugene Register- 
Guard entered a closed area in the Willamette National 
Forest via a back country route and were arrested 
trying to report on the raid of the Warner Creek 
blockade. LEOs confiscated their notebooks and cam- 
eras, copied the reporters' notes and developed their 
film. Now the FS is dealing with a civil suit from the 
Register-Guard based on special privilege laws relating 
to media. 

Just in case anyone isn't irked enough about the 
taxpayers' $1 billion subsidy to fund the planning, 
administration and execution of public timber 
sales each year, recent FOIAs reveal a rough esti- 
mate of how much LEI spends to suppress citizen 
protest against this legalized theft of money, 
biodiversity, clean water, serenity and our future. 
Since the passage of the Salvage Rider in July '95, 
the USFS and BLM in Oregon and Washington 
have spent approximately $1.8 million adminis- 
tering special closures at over 15 protests. 



Ten-gallon hats are not regular Forest Service issue. 



A Brief History of the Forest Service 


by How Kuff 

The US Forest Service (USFS) was established 
in 1905 under the direction of President 
Theodore Roosevelt and headed by Gifford 
Pinchot. The stated goals of this agency, accord- 
ing to the Organic Act of 1897, were to "im- 
prove and protect the forests... securing favor- 
able conditions of water flows and to furnish a 
continuous supply of timber." Though the 
Forest Service is a bureau within the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, it has traditionally func- 
tioned fairly independently. The primary focus 
of the Department of Agriculture has been 
farms, while the focus of the Forest Service has 
been trees. 

The initial national forest lands were gener- 
ally in the Western states. In 1911, however, 
the Forest Service was authorized to purchase 
more land and began acquiring various un- 
claimed and unused lands in Eastern states. 
Many of the Eastern lands had been cut over by 
large timber companies toward the end of the 
1800s. Until recently it was assumed that this 
virgin forest was essentially clearcut, but new 
evidence has shown that the early loggers took 
only the big, straight trees that were not too 
difficult to access. Many of the smaller, crooked 
or hard-to-access virgin-forest trees were left 
standing. 

After WWII, a boom in construction and 
other wood-product uses caused the timber 
industry to doggedly pursue the forest resources 
in the National Forest System. Concerns over 
large-scale cutting in the 1950s and 1960s 
eventually led to the adoption of the Multiple 
Use Sustained Yield Act (MUSY) of 1960 and the 
National Forest Management Act of 1976 
(NFMA). This legislation was designed to pro- 
tect multiple uses of the forest and to manage 
lands for an even flow of resources in an envi- 
ronmentally sound way. NFMA, however, has 
proven to be relatively ineffective at protecting 
resources because of the broad interpretations 
of its text. 

Until the 1970s, the Forest Service left many 
of the Eastern forests primarily on their own to 
recover from earlier land abuses. Some small- 
scale logging by local workers continued in 
selected areas. In the 1970s, pressure from the 
timber industry opened up more national 
forests to massive abuses, and timber sales 
increased in size. Clearcutting and the use of 
herbicides emerged as preferred management 
practices. Large industrial skidders replaced 
small tractor or horse and mule logging; water- 
sheds began to suffer. 

During the 1980s, public concern over USFS 
timber management practices began to really 
expand. People all over the country reported 
devastation to local natural resources from USFS 
timber sales. Environmental groups and con- 
cerned citizens began documenting the extent 
of the damage and organized to modify many 
of the projects that the USFS proposed. Many of 
the more remote headwaters areas still had 
forests of mixed virgin hardwoods and healthy, 
century-old, second-growth hardwoods. The 
Forest Service inventoried those areas and has 
been attempting to cut out the last remaining 
unprotected Eastern forest areas as fast as 
possible ever since. 

As timber resources become more difficult to 
obtain from the national forests in the Western 
states, the timber industry has moved fiercely 
to expand its operations in the national forests 
of the Eastern US. Because of the deep timber 
industry influence in politics over the last 150 
years, the USFS has consistently and aggres- 
sively proposed large annual harvests from our 
public lands — often to the detriment of the 
resources it is charged with managing for the 
public good. Many USFS practices of the past 
few decades have focused primarily on "getting 
out the cut," providing raw resources for the 


5f 

hungry timber industry. 

As more folks became aware of the abuses 
occurring on their public lands, USFS was 
tasked with resolving conflicts arising from 
citizens alarmed about their forests. USFS trains 
its employees in techniques of engaging the 
public. The objective is to create the appearance 
of dialogue by soliciting comments and input, 
while continuing to satisfy the timber industry. 

Concerned citizens throughout the US have 
been appealing Forest Service decisions consis- 
tently for over 15 years. Recently, almost every 
single appeal across the country has been 
rejected, effectively ending the administrative 
process for affecting USFS decisions. Frustrated 
citizens have been forming and joining forest 
protection groups. There are now public land 
advocacy groups working on nearly every 
national forest in the country. National and 
regional gatherings of "forest activists" are held 
regularly. 

Meanwhile, USFS PR folks have been rushing 
to build a good image for the agency. They 
always claim that the USFS is following all 
environmental and procedural laws and that 
the uproar comes from a small group of dis- 
gruntled citizens. However, public land and 
forest management issues are now moving into 
the consciousness of the average American, and 
people are becoming increasingly concerned. 
After all, most of the destructive management 
practices only benefit small special-interest 
groups within our society, i.e. the timber, 
mining and ranching industries. Most Ameri- 
cans have no ties to these groups, but are, in 
the light of widespread environmental crises 
and stressful industrial expansion, becoming 
very concerned about the protection of their 
watersheds, biological habitats and recreational 
opportunities. In many cases the USFS operates 
in direct violation of the law and the will of the 


administrative record of official documents. 
Because the Forest Service is charged with 
making decisions about these public lands, 
deference is given to the professional agency of 
record. 

Frustration with a court system that heavily 
favors the timber industry has led forest activ- 
ists to develop other strategies. Direct actions to 
stop or stall timber sales are becoming common 
throughout the country. People have been 
blockading roads with their bodies, climbing 
into trees and refusing to leave, and organizing 
protests, rallies and demonstrations. The Forest 
Service responds to citizens attempting to 
protect public natural resources with extreme 
force, bringing in dozens of enforcement offic- 
ers with automatic weapons and dogs. They 
close off public lands to all but industrial 
interests and forcefully arrest hundreds of 
citizens. 

Our tax dollars totally support this agency 
which is rushing headlong to sell off America's 
greatest resources. If the Forest Service were a 
business it would have closed its doors long 
ago. In 1995, a typical year, the Forest Service 
received $5 in tax money from every man and 
woman in the US ($1.3 billion/260 million 
people). The agency returned about $.25 per 
person to the Treasury from all national forest 
revenues ($61 million dollars/260 million 
people). 

We have a renegade agency, serving the interests 
of big business, costing American taxpayers bil- 
lions of dollars each year. It is time for some 
extreme change. An agency that so arrogantly 
scoffs at the wishes of the public must be redi- 
rected. The outdated laws, guidelines and adminis- 
trative procedures governing the USFS focus 
primarily on the role of public forests in the past 
century, when logging was the "king" of American 
industries. We need a forward-thinking agency, 


American people with complete arrogance and 
impunity. The PR folks portray a nice glossy 
picture with their multiple use ideals, while the 
on-the-ground destruction left in the wake of 
their timber operations is quietly left out. 

All around the country, citizens 


one that manages our resources with a close eye to 
the future. One that works to insure that healthy 
watersheds, rich habitat and wild lands will be 
here for generations to come. One that can see the 
forest for the trees. 

How Kuff works with the Newton County Wildlife 


witnessing the death of 
watersheds and extinction 
of wildlife are frustrated 
by the lack of administra- 
tive relief and have 
turned to the federal 
court system. The courts 
have returned mixed 
judgments, sometimes 
supporting forest activists 
and sometimes support- 
ing the Forest Service. In 
almost every case against 
the Forest Service, a 
timber industry group 
has intervened. Court 
proceedings usually focus 
on the possible harm to 
the resources, as alleged 
by the forest activists, 
and the dire harm the 
timber industry claims it 
will suffer if not allowed 
to cut down the forest. 

In the federal court it 
becomes clear that the 
Forest Service and the 
timber industry sit 
together as one and the 
same, and the Forest 
Service quite often does 
the bidding of the 
timber industry. In the 
courtroom, the deck is 
stacked in favor of the 
Forest Service because all 
court proceedings are 
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Shell to drill on Peruvian Indian land 


Unless it can be stopped, Shell Oil will be drilling for natural gas 
this July in a rainforest area that Peru's government set aside as a 
reserve for indigenous peoples. The 40-year, $2.7-billion project 
will be one of the largest gas operations in South America. Should 
Shell's crews expose the isolated Indian groups to Western dis- 
eases, the impact could erase these peoples from the Earth. 

Based on Shell's shameful disregard for indigenous people in 
Nigeria, international human rights organizations expect the 
worst. In November 1995, Nobel Peace Prize nominee Ken Saro- 
Wiwa and eight fellow Ogoni tribesmen were executed for oppos- 
ing Shell's Niger Delta 

operations. Oil pollu- g ~ \ 

tion destroyed the tra- g*-- * gf . 

ditional Ogoni fishing * . J(|j|j( 

jjjj , 


population. Local Indians believe the surviving Nahua have fled 
deep into the rainforest. 

Shell acknowledges the consequences of its planned drilling 
operations, stating in information prepared for its field staff that 
"due to their geographic isolation [the Nahua and Kugapakori] 
have no antibodies against common Western diseases like flu, 
whooping cough and small pox/chicken pox. This means that a 
common flu could easily turn into pneumonia and become fatal." 

Shell's operations will also create havoc with established In- 
dian communities. Future roads into well sites will open the 

region to loggers and 
settlers. Shell's first 
gas well will be 

| , . drilled inside the 

Machiguenga village 

iilgw of Cashiriari. Dozens 

- of other 
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well-being is insepa- 1 

rable from the well-being of the rainforest; it is their source of 

food, shelter and the focus of their spiritual life. The Nahua and 

Kugapakori's survival depends on their continued stewardship of 

a clean, intact rainforest ecosystem. 

Shell's plan to drill on the reserve will force the Nahua and 

Kugapakori to compromise their traditional way of life, robbing 

them of their basic human right to determine their own future. 

When Shell Oil conducted preliminary exploration of the 

region in the mid-1980s, opening the rainforest to outsiders, 

certain Nahua groups were exposed to a whooping cough and 

influenza epidemic that killed off an estimated 50 percent of the 


What You Can Do 

Since some of the gas Shell will pull from Peru's Nahua and 
Kugapakori Reserve will be exported to the United States, we in the 
industrial North have an obligation to let Shell know that we hold 
them responsible for the Indians' survival. Send letters of protest 
and concern to Mr. Alan Hunt, Shell Prospecting and Develop- 
ment (Peru), Av. Nicol s Arriola No. 740, Lima 13, Peru; fax OH- 
51 12-242-037. Postage to Peru is US 60 cents. 

— Rainforest Action Network 


Nepal, India Give Go-Ahead for World s Highest Dam 


opposition to the State Department's involvement. In a letter to 
Warren Christopher, IRN's Campaign Director Patrick McCully 
stated that, "Because it is inconceivable that a dam of this size 
could now be built in the US due to public opposition on 
environmental and economic grounds. ..we believe it is highly 
inappropriate for the State Department to be lobbying Nepal to 
commit itself to this massive project. Lobbying for this massive 
dam without any detailed knowledge of its technical and eco- 
nomic viability, safety, or social and environmental impacts is, 
we believe, irresponsible." 


by Aleta Brown 

Just one year after anti-dam activists in Nepal celebrated the 
cancellation of the Arun III Dam, they are now faced with a fight to 
stop the proposed Pancheshwar Dam. At 3 1 5 metres, it would be the 
world's highest. On September 20, 1996, the Nepali Parliament 
ratified the Integrated Mahakali River Basin Development Treaty, 
giving a green light to the Pancheshwar Dam even though no 
detailed project report has been made available to the public and no 
environmental or social studies have been conducted. 

The Mahakali Treaty commits India and Nepal to build the 
Pancheshwar Dam and two smaller dams on the Mahakali River, 
which forms the border with India in westernmost Nepal. As 
established in the Treaty, the water and electricity to be provided 
by the dams, and the estimated $ 12 billion cost of building them, 
will be divided between the two countries. The dams are to be 
built within 10 years. 

The Nepal-based International Institute for Human Rights, Envi- 
ronment arid Development (INHURED) intends to launch an inter- 
national campaign against Pancheshwar. Among INHURED's con- 
cerns are: there has not been any comprehensive study of the 
Mahakali Basin and the possibilities for building smaller projects on 
the river; the detailed report on the Pancheshwar project has not yet 
been made publicly available; no environmental or social impact 
studies have yet been conducted; and no resettlement plan been 
drawn up. 

INHURED has also criticized the role of the US government in 
lobbying Nepal to ratify the treaty. The US Ambassador in Nepal 
reportedly pressured the country's main opposition party to sup- 
port the treaty, arguing that the treaty is necessary to preserve 
Nepal's "credibility" with foreign investors. The arrival in Kathmandu 
in early September of US Assistant Secretary of State for South Asian 
Affairs Robin Raphel was believed to be linked to US support for the 
treaty. Raphel was quoted in a Nepal government daily on Septem- 
ber 7 as saying that the "Mahakali Treaty is important and it opens 
the market for power sale (sic) which will be key to international 
financing in hydro power in Nepal." 

The Berkeley-based International Rivers Network voiced their 


Tl IAI ( il WERNMENT APPROVES DAM 

by I andy Worsham 

In November 1996. at their final Cabinet meeting, the 
outgoing Thai government approved construction of the 
controversial Kaeng SuaTen dam in Phrae province In North- 
ern Thailand. The dam's reservoir will flood a large portion of 
Thailand's richest and largest remaining golden teak forest, in 
Mea Yom Nat ional Park, and displace more than 600 families. 

Geological experts have found seismic activity near the area. 

1 he proposed dam is close to a fault line and the construction 
is bound to be expensive, since builders will have tit ensure 
that the dam be earthquake proof. This will be difficult, since 
the increased water will create more underground pressure. 

Villagers opposed to the dam carried out a ceremony to 
curse the government officials who approved the construc- 
tion, including former Prime Minister Banharn Silapa-archa. 
Villagers assert that nobody came to their villages to explain 
the project, give any information about the dam or conduct 
an Environmental Impact Assessment. 

Environmental groups plan to sue the government for 
allegedly violating provisions of the 1993 Environmental 
Act, which prohibits major infrastructual projects until an 
I nvironmental Impact Assessment has been completed and 
approved. 
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Dredging Project Couijd Spell Doom for Wetlands 


The Bolivian government has be- 
gun dredging a grain port in Puerto 
Aguirre, Bolivia, owned by Cargill, 
the world's largest agricultural trad- 
ing company. The dredging is the 
first part of a mega-proj ect to alter the 
natural channel of the Paraguay and 
Parana Rivers to construct an indus- 
trial waterway for barge convoys 
called the Paraguay-Parana Hidrovia. 

The dredging of Cargill's port is 
designed to open the Tamengo Chan- 
nel to convoys of up to 16 soybean- 
and soymeal-carrying barges. The 
Tamengo Channel is Bolivia's eight- 
kilometer link with the Paraguay 
River, which flows downstream into 
the Parana River and onward to the 
Atlantic Ocean. Dredging in Puerto 
Aguirre port is supported financially 
and politically by Cargill, and is be- 
ing carried out without environmen- 
tal safeguards and against the rec- 
ommendations of environmental 
impact studies funded by both the 
Inter-American Development Bank 
and the United Nations Develop- 
ment Programme. 

In addition, serious doubts have 
been raised by technical experts from 
the region and by internationally- 
renowned hydrologists as to whether 
the alterations of South America's 
second most important river system 
are advisable. Independent studies 
indicate that even small changes in 
the level of the Paraguay River may 
cause irreversible damage to the 
Pantanal, the world's largest remain- 
ing wetlands ecosystem. 

The official studies for the Hidrovia 
plan say that no dredging should take 
place in the Tamengo Channel until 


additional sediment samples are taken 
and an adequate waste disposal plan 
is implemented. They recommend 
that the planned 16-barge access be 
reduced to two or four barges in order 
to limit the environmental impacts 
of the undertaking. 

Preliminary tests have indicated 
the presence of heavy metals, hydro- 
carbons and pesticide contamination 
in channel sediments. Disturbing 
these sediments may contaminate the 
drinking water of four cities that get 
their water directly from the chan- 
nel, including Corumba, Brazil, a city 
of 90,000 only a few kilometers down- 
stream. A saline aquifer close to the 
channel bed may also contaminate 
drinking water if disturbed. Of addi- 
tional concern is the fact that the 
Bolivian military plans to remove rock 
outcroppings in the channel, possi- 
bly using explosives. 

Until now, the only plan for dis- 
posing of the dredged materials en- 
tails dumping them in the Pantanal 
wetlands, contaminating wide areas, 
blocking fish migratory routes and 
changing flow patterns in the 
Tamengo Channel in an unpredict- 
able manner. An alternative would 
be to use the dredged matter for 
landfill, but given that plans are to 
dredge nearly four million cubic 
meters of clay sediments, this is likely 
to be written off as too costly. 

The Puerto Aguirre grain terminal 
was originally built with partial fund- 
ing from the US Agency for Interna- 
tional Development. Cargill bought 
a controlling interest in 1996 and 
took over operation of the terminal 
in September. With Bolivian soy ex- 


ports growing as more land is con- 
verted to soy monocultures, Cargill 
is in a position to profit handsomely 
if the Hidrovia moves forward. It will 
lower the costs of exporting soy to 
Europe at the expense of the Boliv- 
ian people, who are paying most of 
the cost of altering the channel. 

For more than three years Rios 
Vivos, a coalition of environmental 
groups, human rights groups and 
indigenous peoples, has pressed for 
public participation in the Hidrovia 
studies. The city of Puerto Suarez 
recently staged a general strike in 
protest of . the planned dredging and 
rock removal in the channel. 

In 1996 the Bolivian foreign minis- 


try made a public commitment to not 
proceed with Hidrovia until all envi- 
ronmental studies were completed. 
Now it appears as if the interests of 
multinational grain exporters are pre- 
empting a fair and rigorous analysis 
of whether the inadequate studies 
truly justify moving ahead with the 
destructive Hidrovia scheme. 

Please fax letters of protest to His 
Excellency, Mr. Gonzalo Sanchez de 
Losada, President of Bolivia, fax (591) 
(2) 39-1216; and Mr. Ernest Micek, 
Chief Executive Officer, Cargill Corp. 
fax (612) 742-6027. 

— Food First Information 
Action Network 


Tons of Trees in Tiny Rainforest 

* 

Ecologists have found that a small patch of the Brazilian rainforest 
contains 476 tree species, more than any spot of similar size ever studied. All 
476 species were confined to a 2.5-acre plot, a Brazilian ecologist reported 
during the Atlantic Forest Ecological Corridors Workshop held recently in 
the Brazilian state of Bahia. The study area, about 300 miles northeast of Rio 
de Janiero, is part of a rainforest ecosystem frequently cited as one of the 
world's most endangered. 

Ecologists estimate that about five percent of the original Atlantic 
coastal forest remains. A study conducted by Luciana Dias Thomaz of 
Brazil's Universidad Estadual Paulista, found 104 tree species that had 
never been seen in the area before and five that are completely new to 
science. That number could increase as study results are analyzed more 
completely, according to Wayt Thomas, an ecologist at the New York 
Botanical Garden who has done similar studies in the Atlantic coastal 
forest. Thom as was the first to try cataloging the number of species in small 
plots. His 1993 study of a 2.5-acre section in the Brazilian state of Bahia 
found 458 species, 15 of them previously unknown. The same year a 
similar study of the Amazon rainforest, which is distinct from the Atlantic 
coastal ecosystem, found 473 species within the same area. A similar patch 
of North American temperate forest contains only two to 20 tree species. 

— The Associated Press 
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Why I Was Banned From a Congo Rainforest 


by Korinna Horta 

A demonstration of how much power a 
transnational company can wield in a poor African 
country hit close to home recently. I was visiting the 
Congo to participate in a meeting that brought 
African governments and non-governmental orga- 
nizations together to discuss the fact that the Cen- 
tral African rainforest, the second-largest expanse of 
rainforest in the world, may soon disappear unless 
some concerted action is taken. 

Following the meeting and at the recommenda- 
tion of Congolese environmentalists, I had planned 
to visit the northern part of the country. About 
45,000 square miles of rainforest, an area about the 
size of New York State, was destroyed between 1980 
and 1990 — and with it many plants and animals 
that can be found nowhere else in the world. 

My plans were unexpectedly thwarted by a pri- 
vate German logging company, Congolese 
Industrielle des Bois, which decided I wasn't a 
welcome visitor where the company is running a 
logging concession occupying land about the size 
of Delaware. While my entry visa into the Congo 
was good for the whole country, the company had 
such clout that a simple fax sent from its head- 
quarters to the travel agent in charge of my trans- 
portation led to the cancellation 
of my visit. 

The fax said for certain rea- 



specified, that no help should be given to me to 
reach this remote area, 600 miles from the capital. 
This was enough to intimidate those who had been 
ready to assist me. 

"Logging is an ugly business, " explained a foreign 
official. "For every tree that is taken out, many more 
are destroyed and left to rot, and entire areas are 
turned into wasteland. Had you gone to that area, 
you would have seen the carcasses of dead gorillas 
and other endangered wildlife dangling down from 
the logs being transported on company trucks, and 
that would have been bad public relations for the 
company." 

The same company banned other people it believed 
were environmentalists from the northern Congo . In 
researching the company, I discovered a trail leading 
back to Washington and the World Bank. The com- 
pany has received development aid from a World 
Bank branch that supports private-sector enterprises, 
the International Finance Corporation. 

This is important because the World Bank is 
preparing a strategy for the Congo Basin rainforest, 
which covers about 80 percent of Africa's remaining 
forest. The proposal assumes forestry operations of 
multinationals will be handled in a sustainable and 
responsible manner, although none of the compa- 
nies involved has a record of protecting the forest 
and its wildlife or of contributing to sustainable 
development. 

Ironically, the company 
with the best reputation 
in the Congo is the 
same German firm 
that tries to keep en- 
vironmentalists out 
of the area of the coun- 
try where it operates. 
The World Bank's pro- 
‘ posed strategy doesn't deal 
with the environmental and social 


aspects of the forest, promising that these will be 
taken care of later. 

This has a familiar ring to those who have looked 
at the past and ongoing World Bank forestry projects 
in Africa and elsewhere. In case after case, the timber 
production components of the projects have moved 
ahead, while promised environmental and social 
safeguards for the people living in and around the 
forests were delayed or never got off the ground. An 
example from the northern Congo is a sawmill 
project funded by the World Bank several years ago 
with the goal of expanding logging and wood pro- 
cessing in the area. It was supposed to include a study 
on how the Pygmy population could be protected 
and benefit from the project. But a later World Bank 
report found out that the study was never done. 

Many of the multinational forestry companies in 
Central Africa logged the now depleted forests of 
West Africa. Typically, the companies log the best 
timber and leave the rest of the forest damaged from 
the careless use of equipment. Previously inacces- 
sible areas are opened up through logging roads that 
attract game poachers, as well as farmers that convert 
the remaining forest to agricultural uses, though the 
soils are too poor to support permanent agriculture. 

In Central Africa, the logging companies and 
those that follow in their tracks are likely to displace 
forest-dwelling communities whose knowledge of 
the forest ecosystems allows them to obtain food, 
shelter, clothing and medicines without disturbing 
the delicate ecological balance. 

If poverty alleviation and sustainable develop- 
ment are at the core of the World Bank's mission, 
then it should focus on helping companies create 
conditions under which forests can be protected. 

Korinna Horta is an environmental economist at the 
Environmental Defense Fund. 

Reprinted by permission from the Christian Science 
Monitor. Copyright 1996 The Christian Science 
Publishing Society. All rights reserved 
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THE POLITICS OF EXTINCTION 

LEGISLATING THE FUTURE OF THE COHO SALMON 


by Diane Valentine 

On October 25, 1996, after a three year struggle by 
salmon advocates, the Clinton administration finally 
protected coho salmon in central California under the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA). Due to political pres- 
sure, however, endangered coho in northern Califor- 
nia and Oregon remain unprotected. 

Background and Chronology of Events 

Coho salmon, once a mainstay of the commercial 
fishing industry, have declined precipitously, largely 
because of habitat destruction from irresponsible log- 
ging and other land management activities. Though 
coho fishing has been virtually shut down for the past 
three years, these habitat-damaging practices con- 
tinue relatively unabated. 

In 1993, two petitions were filed with the National 
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) asking that coho be 
protected as a threatened or endangered species. To- 
gether these petitions covered coho in California, 
Oregon, Washington and Idaho. By law, once a peti- 
tion is filed the agency has one year to make a proposal 
and another year to make its final listing decision. 
Unfortunately, in the coho's case, court action was 
needed to force a proposal, which was finally issued in 
July 1995, a year late. 

The agency divided coho into six "Evolutionarily 
Significant Units" and proposed to list the southern- 
most three (in California and Oregon) as threatened. 
This formal proposal got the attention of Oregon and 
California, which began designing state-level coho 
recovery plans in the hopes of avoiding a federal 
listing. 

By the fall of 1995, Oregon's effort was underway. 
From the beginning, salmon advocates were skeptical 
that Oregon's Coastal Salmon Restoration Initiative 
(CSRI) would become a strong protection plan. First, 
the agencies and industries opposed to federal protec- 
tion were expected to also oppose meaningful protec- 
tion at the state level. Second, the Department of Fish 
and Wildlife had already rejected a petition to protect 
coho under Oregon's ESA. The state of Oregon contin- 
ued to harm salmon as though nothing whatsoever 
had changed. 

While Oregon's CSRI fell predictably short of the 
mark, California's Coastal Salmon Initiative (CSI) 
never really got off the ground at all. Governor Wilson 
did not consider salmon a priority and failed to 
provide the resources and support necessary for seri- 
ous planning. The timber industry walked out after 
the second meeting, leaving the fishery and conserva- 
tion participants highly frustrated and the planning 
process largely stalled. 

In the meantime, salmon advocates and NMFS 
argued over the listing deadline. Conservationists 
wanted a coho listing immediately, in October 1995, 
since the two years allowed by the ESA had already 
elapsed. However, a court ruling went in the agency's 
favor, giving it a full year from its belated July 1995 
proposal and an extra three months to make up for the 
congressional moratorium on ESA activities, extend- 
ing the deadline to October 25, 1996. 

As that deadline drew near, Governor Kitzhaber 
released Oregon's draft CSRI and asked the federal 
government to delay its listing decision for another six 
months. Despite California's lack of a plan, Governor 
Wilson also requested a six-month delay using lan- 
guage taken almost verbatim from a timber industry 
letter! Fishing and conservation participants in Cali- 
fornia were so angry they threatened to withdraw 
from CSI if coho were not listed. 

On October 25, 1996, NMFS did list Central Califor- 
nia coho as "threatened" but took advantage of a 
loophole in the ESA to postpone its decision on 
northern California and Oregon coho for another six 
months, thus pushing the deadline to April 1997. 

Inadequacy of Oregon's Plan and the 
Need for Federal Protection 

Conservation and fishing groups agree that Oregon's 
salmon plan is inadequate to protect and recover 
coho. What's more, the plan is unlikely to improve 


significantly since its flaws are not accidental or inci- 
dental but rather the result of deliberate decisions 
based on Oregon's political realities. 

From the outset, Governor Kitzhaber made it clear 
that Oregon's CSRI would avoid new regulations 
favoring instead voluntary measures, one of the plan's 
greatest shortcomings. Voluntary actions are simply 
not dependable enough to ensure recovery of a species 
already in danger of extinction. Kitzhaber knows, 
however, that a plan unacceptable to the timber and 
agriculture industries stands little chance of success in 
Oregon's legislature. It's no surprise that Oregon's 
plan fails to substantively address the impacts of 
irresponsible logging and livestock grazing. Instead, it 
is largely a list of existing mechanisms and a promise 
to better fund and enforce them. 

Indeed, there's no guarantee the state plan will be 
funded at all, despite its concessions to industry. With 
a price tag of $30 million, it will face tough competi- 
tion for budget dollars, especially since the recent 
passage of an Oregon measure cutting property taxes. 
Kitzhaber hopes to fund salmon and state parks via a 
new tax on beverage containers, but if such funding 
fails to materialize, so will most of the CSRI measures. 

Importance of ESA Protection 

It's clearly unrealistic to expect much improvement 
in Oregon's salmon plan given the current political 
situation. It's also unrealistic to expect Oregon's plan 
to prevent extinction and recover coho. Such limita- 
tions at the state level make a strong case for federal 
protection. A state-federal partnership, under the au- 
thority of the ESA, offers the best opportunity to 
provide both the enforceable safeguards and the fi- 
nancial resources needed for salmon recovery. 

Governor Kitzhaber has criticized salmon advocates 
for supporting what he characterizes as a "top-down, 
command and controi approach." He contends that 
the Endangered Species Act is useless or even counter- 
productive on private lands, claiming that voluntary 
efforts will do more for salmon than an ESA listing. 
Not surprisingly, private industries whose activities 
harm salmon have threatened to not cooperate if 
coho are listed. 

In addition to the inadequacy of Oregon's plan, 
there are two other important reasons to list Oregon's 
coho. First, a substantial portion of coho habitat falls 
on federal land. Even an excellent state plan would 


have little authority over such areas. Second, coho in 
northern California, which have been grouped with 
southern Oregon's for listing purposes, are beyond the 
reach of Oregon's plan and would fall between the 
cracks without federal protection. 

Though NMFS did not propose protection, Wash- 
ington state also hopes to prevent federal listing with 
its own salmon plan. Unlike Oregon's CSRI, 
Washington's Wild Fish Policy contains surprisingly 
strong protections. Unfortunately, the draft plan en- 
joys little support and has come under attack from 
many quarters. Salmon advocates are currently work- 
ing to build support among fishing and tribal con- 
stituencies. 

What's Next for Coho? 

Though ESA protection is clearly warranted for coho 
salmon in Oregon and northern California, that's not 
enough to ensure a listing in April. NMFS has been 
quite critical of Oregon's plan but has also shown itself 
to be susceptible to political pressure. The Clinton 
administration would certainly prefer not to cross 
Kitzhaber, a popular, Democratic governor. On the 
other hand, failure to list would leave the administra- 
tion legally vulnerable, given the inadequacy of 
Oregon's plan and the lack of a California plan. 

Salmon advocates hope Governor Kitzhaber will 
accept the fact that federal protection is fairly likely 
despite his best efforts. It's in Kitzhaber's best interest 
to soften his anti-ESA rhetoric, lest he be deemed a 
failure and Oregon's CSRI a waste of time. He should 
exercise leadership by reassuring industries and land- 
owners that an ESA listing will not throw Oregon's 
efforts out the window or prevent their involvement 
and influence in recovery planning. 

Between now and April, conservationists will be 
working to solicit and demonstrate support for ESA 
protection. Concerned individuals in Oregon and 
California are urged to contact their governors and 
express disappointment at efforts to prevent ESA 
protection. Wilson should instruct California's agen- 
cies to cooperate with the federal government to 
design a 4(d) rule for California's listed coho popula- 
tions. In addition, NMFS must be encouraged to 
ignore political pressure and exercise its legal obliga- 
tions to salmon. The decision this April is important 
not only for coho but also as a precedent for many 
other troubled salmon species awaiting protection. 
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Doomed to Extinction 

Corporations are social dinosaurs. Beneath the plush feelgood exterior, Barney™ is really Tyrannosau- 
rus. On today’s battletom capitalist moonscape, no one needs to bother with democratic freedom, 
social justice, ecological integrity, or even the dignity of life when the only law of the land is “might 
makes right.” Or at least that’s what the pea-brained, stone-hearted behemoths of Mammon want 
everyone to believe as they strut their bloated brawn about. 

Dateline Tembagapura, West Papua - March 1995: 

- In three days of popular outrage, thousands of villagers destroy buildings, 
vehicles, computers, laboratories, and offices of Freeport McMoran™ to protest 
genocidal mineral extraction. 

Fortunately, those now condemned to dwell in the shadow of the corporate nightmare still holdtlaiCy. 
power to hasten its extinction. These monsters are just cultural constructs - fictional entitij^tn!H§&§]^ 
be cast away by popular will if the community determines they no longer serve a useful puTatnW^jw^ 
one late 19th century NY State Supreme Court judge succinctly stated - “the life of a corporation isjgg^ 
worth less than that of the humblest citizen.” 

Dateline Central Minnesota - August, 1978 fff 

- Farmers furious with Cooperative Power Association™ (CPS)'s high voltage 
powerline form the “Bolt Weevils” and inflict over $6 million worth of damage - 
toppling towers and shooting insulators. 

When the industrial juggernaut first got underway in western Europe, both people and nature were 
perverted into “resources” to feed the voracious industrial beast. Yet in 19th century England, luddites 
under the symbolic command of General Ludd, people fought back against “machinery hurtful to 
commonality” and destroyed the looms, factories, and agents responsible for this unprecedented 
exploitation. Today, luddism has even more potential powerful as people recognize the corporation, 
itself, as a heinous destructive contraption fit only for the trash bin. 

Dateline Southern Sudan - Feb. 1984 

- Herders opposed to the Jonglei Canal and agribusiness join rebels to attack 
Campagnie de Constructions Intemacionales™ (CCIJ's operations, destroying 
the world's largest dredger, market valued at $8 million U.S. 


The first step in joining this movement is to awaken from the “technological somnabulism” and 
“commodity fetishism” that pervades our mass culture. If babies at six months old are already 
forming mental images of mascots and logos, then we need to launch a fullscale campaign to cleanse 
our public space of corporate propaganda and educate ourselves and each other in intellectual self- 
defense. With shit detectors fully engaged, no worker, student, farmer or consumer will knowingly 
accept the likes of Channel One™, downsizing, Round Up™, or greenwashing ever again. 

Dateline Bangalore, India - December 1992: 

- One week after a 500,000 person strong march, irate peasants ransack the 
office of Cargill™ in protest against GATT’s "free trade” provisions and corpo- 
rate expropriation of indigenous biodiversity. 

/Shtonomy reclaimed, modem luddites can effectively challenge the myth of corporate power in their 
?«H£n communities. Hackneyed reformist approaches that “regulate around the edges” are not good 
pKnough, since they end up being diverted and coopted by the forces of “business as usual.” More 
useful strategies include strikes, sabotage, and boycotts - such direct action not only undermines 
i corporate legitimacy and profitability, but also empowers real people. Of course, the worst threat 
®aced by corporations is a real democracy in motion that takes the bold step to terminate corporations 
<®|jfeether. 

Dateline Gersthofen, West Germany - August , 1994: 

- Activists opposed to runaway biotechnology destroy $6 million worth of 
laboratory crops in a test plot owned by AgrEvo™ - a joint corporate venture of 
Hoechst™ and Sobering™. 

Achieving a world free of corporate capitalism should be the goal of ALL grassroots movements, and 
therefore we must also be proactive by building the democratic community-based institutions 
necessary to cleanup the mess left by the dinosaurs. In some farflung comers, these “alternatives” 
have always been - elsewhere, they need to be (re)created. They include landtrusts, cooperatives, local 
currencies, info shops, community media, etc. If the meek shall inherit the earth, let it at least be 
luddites who have the vision, strength and unity to craft a better life without the former master’s 
moronic tools. Ludd Lives! Sy t.g. Tomson 


What's left for Direct Action? 

Democracy! 

In-between blockades, lockdowns or demos, we mutate into conventional activists and write letters, go 
to hearings, organize boycotts, file lawsuits. We try to convince government officials and corporate 
CEOs to do things that they have no intention of doing and no incentive to do. We urge them to do 
something slightly less bad, we beg them to enforce a law. 


Even if we do succeed in getting our entry onto (or off of) a list, (and we usually don’t), we don’t 
change the process to make it easier or more democratic the next time. Nor do we change the fact that 
regulatory agencies, for their century or so of existence, have functioned to shield both corporations 
and government officials from the wrath (and input) of ordinary citizens. 

We need to work for something real like corporations do. Here are some starter ideas. 

Work to prohibit corporations or their agents from playing any part in the political process — via 
elections, campaigns, donations, advertising, or any other means, direct or indirect. Just Say No. 
Sound too radical? It used to be law in several states — look under “Offenses Against Public Justice.” 


As we leave the realm of Direct Action and cross the threshold into “going through channels,” the 
sovereign citizen, resolute and grounded, disappears, and a blubbering supplicant appears in her stead. 

Unspoken, but implicit in this scenario is the deep awareness that nothing in our current “democratic” 
system comes even close to being Direct Action. Direct Action includes many things but it does not 
include voting, writing letters to the Forest Service or your elected “representative,” or testifying at an 
agency hearing. 


Prohibit a corporation from owning stock in another corporation. Period. This is a yes-or-no 
question, and you don’t need a regulatory agency to “enforce” it. This takes care of subsidiaries, 
parents, and takeovers, and tells you who is responsible or liable, as the case may be. Unrealistic? 
Used to be law in most states. 

Require that all corporation records be open to the legislature, and that all corporation management, 
employees, and stockholders answer questions under oath at any time. Too shocking? Used to be law. 


This “working within the system” is not Direct Action. It is a diversion — a Democracy Theme Pgj; L— 
where domesticated citizens can go to pretend they are affecting policy. We waste our time t 

things that don’t work just so that we can say that we tried. This willingness to go through 
just reinforces the impression that Something Is Being Done. f / t 

We don’t have time — the earth doesn’t have time — to waste on a fake democracy that 

tiny, fragmentary, temporary improvements. Corporations don’t waste their time on sudAcosm 8Bjf| | ^ 

crap. We shouldn’t either. \ 

If we’re committed enough to submit ourselves nonviolently to the wrath of state-subsidized 

goons, we should be committed enough to work to make the democratic process a form of Direct** 1 * "" — 

Action. 

And the first step toward that goal is removing corporations from the process. Government may be 
partly about corporations, but it is of, by, and for the people. 

If we’re serious about this, we’re going to have to learn corporation law as well as we know the Forest 
Service, superglue, erosion patterns, the BLM, and duct tape.Corporation law is not quite as fun as 
banner-hanging, and there’s less singing. But unfortunately, the very last people we would want to 
write the law are exactly the ones who are writing it now. 

Every few years, corporation lawyers quietly get together and rewrite corporation laws, and legislatures 
dutifully adopt their changes. Meanwhile, we wage high-profile campaigns to get a chemical or a kind 
of bird added to some list buried in the bowels of the regulatory tract. 


«^Make all stockholders liable for debts incurred by a corporation during their time as stockholders, 
isn’t new, either — it was common in early corporation laws. 

fcfReimirAtach corporation to have a specific purpose, and prohibit any and all activites that are not an 
jSptegral part of that purpose. Grant corporate charters for a fixed number of years only, like ten or 

j Efeioke charters if the corporation either fails to fulfill, or exceeds, its chartered purpose. All 
Jlhpse-were iommon, taken-for-granted features of previous corporate law. 

fS^wifyfen'l they even discussed today when we talk strategy? Because somewhere along the way 
j (W^mon apologists have convinced too many people that corporations have rights to do this or that. 

Corporations no more have intrinsic rights than wheelbarrows do. They are created by a legislature to 
serve the public interest. They have no existence, much less rights, unless we the people say they do. 
This in a world where living beings are treated as if they had no rights at all. 

Corporations have gotten themselves declared to be “persons,” and they now play the governance role 
that sovereign citizens should play in a democracy. If we rewrite the laws that DEFINE corporations, 
we won’t have to waste so much time in futile attempts to REGULATE them. 

Defining the corporation, now that’s Direct Action. We could include singing. 

After all, we are the sovereign people. 

© 1997 Jane Anne Morris 

jam, a corporate anthropologist, works with Democracy Unlimited of Wisconsin Cooperative & the Program on Corporations, Law, & Democracy 
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Periodical Resources: 


Synthesis/Regeneration WD Press, P.O. Box 24115 
St. Louis, MO 63130 Periodic magazine of green 
social and political thought Single issues $3.93 each. 


tion News. Action for Corporate Accountability 

910 17th St NW #413, WashDC 20006 Quarterly Threshold. Student Env. Action Coalition - Monthly http://hoshi.cic.sfu.ca/ac 

critique of the baby formula industry. Istcopyfree. S20-903-0I28 - POB 248TucsonAZ 85702 - $20/yr AbsolutNonsense.html 


//condor.depaul.edu/ethics/inc.html 

ten part series on corporate hijinks that originally 
appeared in Spy magazine by David Shenk 


Printed Resources: 


courtesy of Adjusters 


Adbusters - Quarterly, $ 1 8 a year, 1 243 West 7th Ave 

Vancouver, BC V6H I B7 Canada 604-736-9401 

Against the Current. Center for Changes 

7012 Michigan Ave., Detroit, Ml 48210 Bimonthly 
magazine of Solidarity. Sub. $20/year. 

Auto-Free Times . Alliance for a Paving Moratorium 

P.O. Box 4347, Areata, C A 95518 707-826-7775 
Bimonthly . Sub. $30/yr($ISIow income) 

Bankcheck Quarterly. International Rivers Network 
1 847 Berkeley Way, Berkeley, CA 94703 Quarterly 
critique of the World Bank, individual sub. $25.00/yr. 


Z Magazine . Institute for Social and Cultural Comm. 

18 Millfield St, Woods Hole, MA 02543. Monthly 
(except for July-Aug.) - subscriptions $26/year. 


POB 30727 Seattle, WA 98103-0727 $l8/4issues/year 

Breakthrough . Quarterly: Prairie Fire Organizing 

Committee (PFOC). John Brown Education Fund, 
POB 1 4422, SF, CA 94114 pfoc@igc.apc.org subs: $ 1 0 
individuals/^ 1 5 institutions. 

Covert Action Quarterly. Covert Action 

1500 Massachusetts Ave. NW #732, Wash DC 20005 
tel#202-33 1 -9763 Quarterly - sub $22/yr 

Democratic Culture Teachers for a Dem Culture 

POB 6405, Evanston, IL 60204 3 1 2-743-3662 
jkw3@midway.uchicago.edu Quarterly, $5-25 
http://student-www.uchicago.edu/users/jkw3 

(Disconnection Toledo A-Zone 

Domicile of Decontrol, 1 720 Jefferson, Toledo, OH 
43624 41 9-244- 1 443 A networking journal for radical 
collectives & counter institutions. Donations. 

Dollars and Sense . One Summer St., Somerville, MA 

02 1 43 tel#6 1 7-628-84 1 1 An excellent bimonthly 
review of “what's left in economics." Sub. $ 1 8.95/yr 
($15 for students) Sample issue $3.50. 

Earth First! lournal. POB 1 4 1 5, Eugene, OR 

97440 54 1 -74 1 -9 1 9 1 . Flagship newspaper of NA Earth 
First! movement - eight issues. Sub. $25/year. 

Gene Exchange . Quarterly biotechnology critique 
published by the Union of Concerend Scientists • Sub 
free - write: UCS Agriculture and Biotechnology 
Program. 1616 P St. NW, Washington. DC 20036. The 
newsletter is also on the web (see below) & via the 
conference ENV.BIOTECH in econeL 

In Context Quarterly journal dedicated to 

sustainability and social/cultural change. Context 
Institute, POB 1 1 470, Bainbridge Island, WA 98110 
206-842-0216 ci@context.org Subs. $24/year. 

Independent Politics POB 55247, Hayward CA94545 
Bimonthly magazine of the Solidarity socialist-feminist 
organization. $2.00 per single issue. 

Infusion Quarterly newsletter of the Center for 

Campus Organizing (CCO), P.O. Box 748, Cambridge, 
MA 02142 sub $25 ($15 students, $10 low income) 

Love and Rage POB 853 Stuyvesant Station, NYC 
1 0009. Revolutionary anarchist newspaper (available in 
both English and Spanish) bimonthly - sub $ 1 3. 

Multinational Monitor. Essential Information Inc., 

POB 1 9405, Wash DC 20036 Bimonthly $25.00/yr. 

NACLA Report on the Americas Bimonthly 

coverage of events in Latin America and the Caribbean 
from a critical perspective. NACLA, POB 77, Hopewell, 
PA 16650 212-870-3146 $27/year 

New Internationalist . Great monthly report on issues 
of world poverty and social inequality. New Interna- 
tionalist, P.O. Box 1 1 43, Lewiston, NY 14092 tel #905- 
946-0407 Subs are pricey - $36/year. 

People's Tribune or Tribuno del Pueblo . League of 
Revolutionaries for a New America, PO Box 3524, 
Chicago, Illinois 60654-3524. Single copy free. 

Praxis Grassroots Collective, Reeve Memorial 

Union, 800 Algoma Blvd., Oshkosh, Wl 5490 1 . 
Newspaper uniting theory and praxis from UW - 
Oshkosh. Monthly - sub. only $7 per year! 

PR Watch 3318 Gregory St. Madison, Wl 5371 1- 
1725 

608-233-3346 74250.735@compuserve.com 
Quarterly - Center for Media & Democracy - excellent 
investigative reporting on PR industry. Sub. $35/yr 


Environmental Research Foundation, POB 5036, 
Annapolis, MD 21403-7036 410-263-1584 Strategies 
on reducing corporate power $ 1 5/year student rate. 

udent Insurgent Erb Mem. Union #1 UOR Eugene 
OR 97403 503-346-3716 insurgent@gladstone.uoregon.edu 


Speaker Resources: 

Center for Campus Organizing Speakers Bureau 

PO Box 748, Cambridge, MA 02 1 42 61 7-354-9363 

Democracy Teach-In Speakers Bureau 

731 State St Madison Wl 53703 608-262-9036 

Global Exchange Speakers Bureau 

2017 Mission St., Rm 303, SFCA 94110 415-255-7296 


://www.essential.org/monitor/n- 
This is the homepage for the j 


This is an excellent direct action web page. 

tp://www.rati cal.com/corporations/networking.html 
Your best web site for literature on corporations and 
democracy. Check it out. Good links. 


Midwest Headwaters EF!, info on EF! Rendzevous 


http://bcn.boulder.co.us/environment/earthfirst/ 
befstone cold.html Info on Stone Container Corp. 

http://www.corDwatch.org/home.html 

The corporate watch homepage. Get the dirt on 
hundreds of corps.e, great links, hefty graphics. 

Organizational Resources: 


Alliance dedicated to direct mutal aid between all 
peoples suffering exploitation by corporations, & to 
creating sustainable, democratic, equitable economy, 
http://www.igc.apc.org/alliance/ PO Box 683, Lincoln, 
MA 01773-0683 or email to peoplesall@aol.com 


POB 99096, Emeryville, CA 94662 5 1 0-60 1-0182 
speakout@igc.apc.org http://www.vida.com/speakout 

Speakers for a New America 

People's TribunePOB 3524, Chicago, IL 60654-3524 
email: speakers@mcs.com 


do C.Ehrenberg New Party/Progressive America, 227 
W. 40th Sl Suite 1303 NYC 10018 212-302-5053 

Audiovisual Resources: 


"Banking on Life and Debt” - documents the impact of 
World Bank/IMF/GATT policies of structural adjust- 
ment, free trade, and debt repayment upon poor people 
in developing countries. 

$17.95 from: Maryknoll World Productions, POB 308 
Maryknoll, NY 0545-0308 tel # I -800-227-8523 

"Deadly Deception - General Electric, Nuclear Waepons 
and Our Environment" - award winning documentary on 
GE role in military/industrial sphere. 

$15.00 available from: INFACT 256 Hanover St, Boston, 
MA 021 1 3tel. 617-742-4583 

“Drilling Fields" - a shocking documentary on destruc- 
tion and oppression in Ogoniland by Royal Dutch Shell 
and the Nigerian dictatorship, leading up to the 
execution of Ken Saro-Wiwa and eight other Ogoni 
activists in Nov. 1 995. 

available from: Greenpeace USA 1436 U St NW, 
Washington, DC 20009 tel. 202-462-1 1 77 

"Manufacturing Consent" with Noam Chomsky. 

Available at video stores everywhere 

“Mickey Mouse Goes to Haiti - Walt Disney and the 
Science of Exploitation" - a pathetic film about 
sweatshop labor in Haiti and the U.S-based corporations 
resjjonsible for the misery there. 

available from: National Labor Committee 
275 7th Ave. NYC 1 000 1 212-242-0986 

Various videos of public presentations by Richard 
Grossman from POCLAD and Jane Ann Morris from 
Democracy Unlimited (see POCLAD and Democracy 
Unlimited under organization resources) 

Internet Resources: 


POB 1 05 10 Atlanta, GA 303 10 tel# 800-700-SEAC 
Activist coalition with hundreds of campus affiliates, 
with a strong record of combatting corporate anti- 
environmentalism & campus eco irresponsibility 

Unplug. - 360 Grand Ave. Box 385 Oakland, CA 
946 1 0-4840 tel#5 1 0-268- 1 1 00 Dedicated to removing 
the corporate-sponsored “Channel One" television 
program from public schools. 


Industry. Andrew Chedey, Zed Books: NJ '88 

Against Empire - An Expose of the Brutal Realities of U S. 
Giobal Domination . Michael Parenti. 

City Lights Books: San Francisco, CA 1 995 $ 1 2.95 

All Consuming Passion - Waking Up From the American 
Dream . New Road Map Foundation. 

Q.T.S., P.O. Box 1 5352, Seattle WA 98115 $l.00@ 

Amusing Ourselves to Death - Public Discourse incheAge 
of Show Business. Penguin. New York. NY 1985 

Campus Ecology: A Guide to Assessing Environmental 
Quality & Creating Strategies for Change . April Smith 
SEAC. Living Planet Press: LA, CA 1 993 

Chicken Little.Tomaro Sauce and Agriculture - Who Will 
Produce Tomorrow's Food Joan Dye Gussow 

Bootstrap Press: New York, NY 1 99 1 


Communist Manifesto & I 
& U.S. Constitution & UT 


I & GATT - latest round 


POB 748, Cambridge, MA 02 1 42 61 7-354-9363, Fax# 
6 1 7-547-5067 (National clearinghouse dedicated to 
promoting political activism and progressive journalism 
on college and university campuses.) 


1313 5th St. SE, Suite 303, Minneapolis, MN 554 1 4 
612-379-5980 fax#6 1 2-379-5982 iatp@igc.apc.org 
Excellent resources and speakers on the impact of free 
trade, agribusiness, etc. They also have a great series of 
factsheets on intellectual property rights . 


POB 1 9367 Wash D.C. 20009- 1 076 202-387-8030 
fax# 202-234-5 1 76 Nader-associated organization. 


731 Sate St - Madison, Wl 53705 608-262-9036 


29 E. Wilson Sl Madison.WI 53703 608-255-6629 

Corporate Dominance! - Earth First! Campaign 

POB 7292, Austin, TX, 78713 512-320-0413 


Center for Campus Organizing. PO Box 748. Cambridge, 
MA 02 1 42 Tel# 6 1 7-354-9363 $ I IS 

Corporation's Gonna Get Your Momma K. Danaher 

Global Exchange: SF, CA $ 1 8.00 

Dismantling Corporate Rule:A Set ofWorking Instructions 
for Social Movements. Tony Clarke/IFG 

Council of Canadians, 904-24 1 Laurier West, Ottawa, 
Ontario KIP 5J6 Canada 6l3-233-6776coc@web.apc.org 

Dying from Dioxin: Citizen’s Guide to Reclaiming Our 
Health . Lois Gibbs SouthEnd Press: Boston, MA '95 

Fifty Years is Enough: the Case Against the World Bank & the 
International Monetary Fund . K. Danaher 

Global Exchange: San Francisco, CA $ 1 4.00 


H. Daly & John Cobb Beacon Press: Boston, MA '94 


J. Walton & D. Seddon, 
Blackwell: Cambridge, MA '94 


Odonian Press: Berkeley, CA 1 993 Just $5.00! 


1025 Vermont Ave. NW Suite 300, Wash DC 20005 
202-879-3 1 87 Coalition of grassroots citizens 
organizations challenging the increasing power of the 
World Bank, the IMF, and GATT worldwide. 


inbct@igc.org 256 Hanover, Boston02l 13 61 7-7-42-4583 

edia Foundation -1243 W. 7th Ave, Vancouver, BC 

V6H I B7 Canada 604-736-940 1 


do Charter Ink., POB 806, Cambridge, MA 02 1 40 


450 Sansme Sl #700, SF, C A 941 1 1, 415-398 4404, 
rainforest@ran.org http://www.ran.org/ran/ 
Active in defending forest ecosystems and indigenous 
peoples from multinational corporations - lead group 
for anti-Mitsubishi campaign. 


Jerry Mander. Sierra Club Books: SF, CA 1991 

Leasing the Ivory Tower. L Soley - South End Press: Boston, 
MA Exposes corporate influence at academic institutions. 


Sheila Collins Monthly Review Press: NY, NY 1 996 


Society. Michael Jacobson & Laurie Ann Mazur 

Westview Press: Boulder, CO 1 995 


Poverty, ed. Michael Hudson. 

Common Courage Press, Monroe, ME 800-497-3207 

New Field Guide to the U.S. Economy. Nancy Folbre 

Center for Pop Econ New Press, NYC 1 995 $ 1 2.95 

New Money for Healthy Communities Thomas Greco 

PO. Box 42663, Tucson, AZ 85733 $ 1 5.95 


ultmational Corporations . 

Al Gedicks. South End Press: Boston, MA 1 993 

Back Yard:The Handbook , lane Ann Morris 
Silvercat Pub: San Diego CA 1 994, 800-776-9 1 1 9 


1 990s . Kim Bobo et al. (Midwest Academy) 

Seven Locks Press: Arlington, VA 1991 


Information , ed. James Brook and lain Boal. 

City Lights Books: San Francisco, CA $ 1 5.95 


Craig Richards, Rima Shore, & MaxSawicky 
Economic Policy Institute, 1660 L Sl Suite 1200, Washing- 
ton, DC 20036 tel#202- 775-88 1 0 $19.95 


70 Washington Sl, Brattleboro, VT 05301 Diversity. Cary Fowler & Pat Mooney, U of AZ Press: 
802-257-5644 mjezer@igc.apc.org Tucson, AZ 1990 
Working for democratically-financed elections . , , . 

compared to current "one dollar-one vote" system. ^ aD5 ^^ a? Commo^^ir^if^^Monroe, 0 ME ,989 


It's Our Revolution . . . 


In this global struggle between falling corpocracy & rising 
democracy, our most useful resources are at our fingertips: 

0 Local, democratic institutions such as coops, worker collectives, 
community-supported agriculture, infoshops, and free schools. 

O Indigenous, regional knowledge of local culture, ecology, politics, 
and of the history of local resistance to corporate rule. 

@ Numbers. There are always more of us than there are of them. 

what are you waiting for? 


Taking Care of Business: Citizenship & the Corporate 
Charter. Richard Grossman & Frank Adams 

Charter Ink., POB 806, Cambridge, MA 02140 $4.00 


Relations Industry J. Stauber, Sheldon Rampton 

Common Courage Press: Monroe, ME 1 995. 

Troublemaker's Handbook - How to Fight Back Where You 
Work - & Win! Dan La Botz 

Labor Notes Book: Detroit, Ml 1991 

Violence of the Green Revolution Vandana Shiva 

Zed Books, NJ 1991 

When Corporations Rule the World David Korten 

Kumarian Press, Berrett-Koehler Publishers, Inc, 1995 




W Breider Simon&Schuster: NY, '92 


Life Joe Dominguez, Vicki Robin 
Viking Penguin: New York, NY 1992 




Tom Barry. South End Press: Boston, MA '95 




The EF! Activist Conference 
Comes to San Bernardino 


This year's Earth First! Activist 
Conference will be held February 21- 
23 (Friday-Sunday) near the town of 
Arrowbear, located in the biologically 
diverse San Bernardino Mountains of 
southern California. The conference 
will begin with lunch on Friday, and 
the first meeting will begin at 1 p.m. 

The conference site is a family- 
owned summer youth camp bordered 
on two sides by national forest. 
Facilities include a dining hall/ 
meeting space with a kitchen, two m 
barrack-style dorms and a few 
smaller cabins. M 

Arrowbear is near the town of ■ 
Running Springs, California, 

6,500 feet above sea level. It W 
is accessible from California 
Highway 18 and is be- ■ 
tween the towns of Big m * 
Bear and Lake Arrowhead, m Ho 

Parking space is limited, 20 1 

so carpool if you can. J f er( 
We're asking people to W 

park in camp and keep the I 
road clear so local resi- l 

dents can get to their sic 

homes and the snow plows 1 
can get through if necessary; 
as of this writing there is two - 1 
feet of snow. We also need to park 
facing the front gate (fire regs) and 
pack 'em in like tofu dogs. 

We will be picking people up from 
the Amtrak and bus station in San 
Bernardino (nearestyity) on Friday 
morning. If you need a ride, please 
arrange one in advance by contacting 
us at the numbers below. We will also 
pick people up from the Ontario, CA 
airport and the Los Angeles Interna- 
tional Airport. To make shuttle 
accommodations easier, please try to 
arrive on Friday morning (no later). 

We're asking for a $20 donation per 
person to go towards renting the 
camp and paying for food. 

Weather — yes, this is So Cal, but it's 
also the mountains. Hopefully, we'll 


miss the harshest part of the winter 
weather, but be prepared for any- 
thing. It's milder than most parts of 
the country, but we can get lots of 
snow. February usually has freezing 
nights and cool days. 

Vehicles need to carry snow chains 
(Four wheel drive vehicles usually 
don't need them, but the Highway 
Patrol often won't let you travel 
without them). Pretty much the 

whole moun- 

ANight^* 

to Howl! ^ 


The third Warrior Poet's Night to 
Howl will begin 8:30 p.m., February 
20 (the night before the Activist Con- 
ference) at Sam's Book City, 5245 
Lankershim Ave., N. Hollywood, CA; 
(818) 985-6911. Expect poetry, mu- 
sic and a rollicking good time! 


designated 

^national forest, but call California 
Transportation for last-minute 
weather information and road condi- 
tions at (800) 427-7623. 

Due to the cost of heating, water, 
etc. the camp will only be open from 
Friday morning until Sunday night, 
so if you plan to arrive early you need 
to either camp out or arrange to stay 
with someone in the area; call LA EF! 
(818) 569-5592. 

If you can get to San Bernardino, 
but not up the mountain, the prear- 
ranged meeting place is the Rose/ 
Walmart parking lot on Highland off 
of Highway 330. They won't tow your 
vehicle and there are plenty of pay 


phones. If you need a ride from there, 
you can either call the camp pay 
phone at (909) 867-9995 or page 
Cyhndi at (800) 255-8188 pin 
#73076. (The pager range is only from 
about Fresno to Vegas, so if you’re 
calling from another state or for 
general information it's better to call 
LA EF! at (818) 569-5592 or call 
Cyhndi at (909) 336-5853.) There 
won't be anyone near the camp pay 
phone until the conference starts. 

There's also a bus that runs into 
Running Springs (the nearest town to 
Arrowbear) from San Bernardino. You 
can call the bus company, MARTA, 
for a schedule; it will take a couple of 
weeks to get to you. Their schedule is 
pretty sparse but they usually run the 
route twice a day on weekdays. Their 
number is (909) 338-1113. If you need 
route information for freight hop- 
ping, please write to POB 3223, 
Running Springs, CA 92382. 

So, now that you have every info 
number you could possibly want.... 

Issues we are planning to address 
include: EF! effectiveness and new 
ideas, Habitat Conservation Plans, 
roads, global warming, overpopula- 
tion, animal liberation, urban 
activism, networking with indigenous 
movements, media/technology, legal/ 
political issues, the EF! Journal, social 
agendas as they relate to environmen- 
tal movements, Fund For Wild 
Nature/fundraising/grant writing, 
bioregional updates... Mail any 
further agenda topics to: AAC, POB 
3223, Running Springs, CA 92382 or 
e-mail mojaveef@envirolink.org. 

Please bring: sleeping bags, musical 
instruments/poetry, possibly snow 
chains, your own vices (coffee, beer, 
laptops, etc.) and $20 for three 
delicious meals per day and a heated 
meeting space. 


. i :■ Gt*m 
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Road Removal and 
Restoration in 
Southern California 

Southern California is famous 
for its maze of roads. The Peninsu- 
lar Ranges Biodiversity Project 
(PRBP) seeks to change the region's 
reputation by blocking the con- 
struction of new roads and by re- 
moving and restoring old ones. 

PRBP is heading a campaign to 
block construction of the Southern 
Foothill Tollroad, identified as one 
of North America's "terrible twelve" 
road projects. The road will slice 
through sensitive habitat from 
south Orange County across Camp 
Pendleton Marine Corps Base and 
into San Diego County. The road 
project is currently in the Environ- 
mental Analysis preparation stage. 

In what is probably the only pro- 
gram of its kind in the country, 
PRBP will be closing and restoring 
roads on the Cleveland National 
Forest. After following the simple 
steps of th e Road Ripper's Guide to the 
National Forests, PRBP succeeded in 
adding several roads to the Trabuco 
Ranger District's list of planned clos- 
ings. Due to budget problems, how- 
ever, the roads could not be closed 
for years. In a cooperative agree- 
ment with the Forest Service, PRBP 
is planning to direct the obliteration 
and restoration of the roads using 
volunteer labor. The first road rip of 
the project will take place in late 
winter or early spring. 

For information on either of these 
campaigns please write to Peninsu- 
lar Ranges Biodiversity Project at 
POB 6145, Santa Ana, CA 92706. 


Vehicle Directions: 

From the north and 1-15, 

turn southeast on Highway 1 8 
at Victorville. Go past Lake 
Big Bear 1 3 miles to Arrowbear. 
In the town of Arrowbear at a 
boarded up restaurant, turn 
left on Arrowbear Drive. If you 
keep left, this road turns into 
Music Camp Road. Take Music 
Camp Road till the end, park 
and recreate. 

From San Bernardino and 

1-1 0, go northeast on Highway 
1 8 to Arrowbear and turn right 
on Arrowhead Drive... 


Home Savings of America 

Home Savings of America plans to bulldoze over 1,000 heritage oak trees, 
destroy 400 acres of native grassland and forever remove endangered 
golden eagle habitat on Ahmanson Ranch, a 5,000-acre, oak woodland 
adjacent to the San Fernando valley near LA. This development will nix one 
of the last air-sheds of LA and obliterate the upper Malibif Creek Watershed 
with 3,050 homes, two golf courses and commercial space. The whole deal 
was "fast tracked," approved and tied to a public land rip-off of $26.5 
million that the newspapers keep "misprinting" as a donation. We need 
your help. Mark your calendar for April 1 9-22, when indigenous people will 
link two of the last open places near LA, Ahmanson Ranch and the Ballona 
(pronounced buy-o-na) Wetlands with a peaceful four day Trek. Boycott 
Home Savings of America, and find out more information by contacting 
the Earth Trust Foundation at (310) 456-8300 or aveahmanson.com. 


The Warrior Poets Society Presents : 


0 A WIGHT f 

iTO I JOWL; 


Warrior P«ef s Live/ 

February 3, 1994 Live in Los Angeles 
90+ minutes - $ 1 0 ppd 

February 8, 1996 Live in Tucson 

(2) 90 minute tapes - $ 1 5 ppd 

Order all 3 tapes for only $20 ppd 

* Professionally dubbed 

* Limited edition 

* One-of-a-kind performances by Earth 
First! poets & musicians 


All proceeds to benefit KF! Campfire Poetry Publishing Project. 

Send cheek or money order to: Arizona Earth First!, P.O. Box 34 12, l ueson A/, 85722 
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ECOSYSTEM MISMANAGEMENT’S REVOLVING DOOR 


by Justin Time 

Since last we looked, the rosters of the national 
groups at Green Central in DC and the extraction- 
lackey federal agencies have gone through quite a 
bit of change. (Haven't noticed much in the way of 
policy change, however.) As usual, the Peter Prin- 
ciple that one rises to one's highest level of incom- 
petence holds sway. 

Green Central's golden boy turned owl assassin, 
Jack Ward Thomas (JWT) has resigned from his 
woeful tenure as chief of the Forest Service. It was on 
his watch, first, as head of the Forest Ecosystems 
Management Assessment Team (FEMAT) and later 
as chief that the ridiculous extinction plan known 
as Option 9 came about. 

The FEMAT team of science all-stars met for 
weeks in 1993 trying to come up with a Northwest 
Forest Plan that would allow the Forest Service to 
continue liquidating old growth, yet let Clinton 
claim that he had saved the same — a daunting task. 

At the end of the meetings, the scientists came up 
with eight options, none of which was rapacious 
enough to satisfy the timber beast. So JWT 
sequestered the team in a hotel and told them , f 
they could not leave until they came up with V* n 
a plan that cut more big trees. So, under the 
resulting Option 9, we're told it's perfectly 
acceptable to log off the habitat of half of 
the surviving spotted owls, as 150 years i 

from now all the plantations in the Late a 

Successional Reserves will have grown into a 
habitat, and any owls that still might be l/> I 
around will move there, procreate and the 2 I 
species will rebound. Yep. That's the "sci- -5 I 
ence" JWT left us. % 

It couldn't get any worse, could it? Well, C* 
look who's at the helm now. Mike Dombeck © 
has now been anointed without dissent from ^ ^ 
the same defeatists who praised JWT's ascen- 
sion. The Wilderness Society notes: "He's a 
former fishing guide," and "he knows the graz- 
ing issue." Dombeck moves over from a stint as 
acting director of the Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM). Not one Big Green opposed his plans for 
"collaborative stewardship." 

His main credentials? On his watch at BLM, every 
single timber sale prepared and sold was done ille- 
gally. Under cover of the Salvage Rider, every sale 
ignored public notice, riparian constraints and habi- 
tat issues in the rush to "get out the cut. " Dombeck's 
long-stated dream is to "balance the federal budget 
by selling off surplus federal lands." Both reaction- 
ary Rep. Bob Smith, R-OR and Oregon's Democratic 
Gov. John Kitzhaber (Clinton in blue jeans) both 
endorsed this lunatic proposal recently at a "Forest 
Health" summit in eastern Oregon. 

As for JWT, look for him to move on and join his 
two predecessors and numerous other high-level 
Freddies in their sinecure as advisors to the Global 
Forest Resources Group's plans to level and export 
the Taiga forest of eastern Russia. 

Green Central 

Keeping pace with the change in bureaucrats in the 
federal agencies, 1996 saw lots of changes at the top 
of Gang Green . Gone is G. Jon Roush, the Wilderness 
Society (TWS) chieftain who clearcut his hobby ranch 
in Montana. Peter A. A. Berle is now gone from 
Audubon, back to his job as a high-powered NY 
lawyer. Jay Hair drove off in a limo from his $250,000 
per year job at the National Wildlife Federation and 
went to Seattle, where he surfaced as a PR flack for 
Plum Creek Timber Co., pushing their woeful owl- 
killing Habitat Conservation Plan. 

And, one of the few national leaders to actually 
protect any forests in the last few decades, Brock 
Evans, has left National Audubon and now heads an 
outfitters' lobby group. Despite a terminal case of 
incrementalism, Brock, much to his credit, was the 
one national-group leader who came to grassroots 
gatherings and fielded the flack quite correctly 
directed at the failed policies of Gang Green. Hell, 
Brock even had the courage to admit to mistakes. 

He, unlike the others, will be missed. 

Conversely, there's the strange case of William 
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Cronon who, through Weyerhaeuser's publishing 
arm, has authored numerous treatises maligning 
the entire concept of Wilderness. What was Green 
Central's response to this threat to wild lands? 
Astoundingly, Cronon now has been appointed to 
TWS' Board of Governors, joining timber CEO Walter 
Minnick, oil baroness Caroline Getty, Rockefeller 
heir Chistopher Elliman and assorted venture capi- 
talists, Wall Street tycoons, wealthy ranchers and 
real estate developers. 


eluding Walt Minnick) Clinton hand-picked to run 
for the US Senate last Fall. 


The Nature Conservancy — "The Real 
Estate Company That Cares" 

All these years of wondering why The Nature 
Conservancy (TNC) has never bought and set aside 
any functioning stands of old growth were an- 
swered recently. TNC, the nation's wealthiest Big 
Green with over $ 1 billion in assets, recently came 
into possession of 280 acres 


A' 

/ 




lands? The Green Revolving Door 

nted to Self-proclaimed Alpha Male of the environmental 
) Walter movement Andy Kerr and executive director of the 
kefeller spectacularly failed Western Ancient Forest Cam- 
re capi- paign (WAFC) Jim Jontz have decided that the 
ers and ancient forest/Repeal the Rider funding well is dry 
and therefore have proposed "a new national envi- 
ronmental entity based in Washington DC," the 
eal Public Trust for Natural Resources. 

Despite claims that it will be a democratically 
Nature run coalition, Kerr will be the first chair of the 
et aside board and Jontz will leave WAFC and be the first 
ere an- executive director (if the funders take the bait) . The 
iest Big li st of proposed member groups is nothing more 
ly came than the same old Pew-funded, co-opted regionals 
0 acres and the most outspoken of the anti-zero-cut groups, 
the Texas Committee on Natural Resources — cre- 
ators of the Bryant "Better Logging on Public Lands" 
K Bill. In each and every case, the real local grassroots 

W # groups (like the Alliance for the Wild Rockies) are 
> left out in favor of sell-outs (the Greater 
Yellowstone Coalition). Talk about the Peter 
Principle — there's the $200,000+ spent on the 
wildy-successful Repeal the Rider campaign 
(squawk). We need results on the ground, 
not in some organizational checkbook. 



m 


V^reciaTio^ 


of old growth 

through a strange land swap with the BLM. As soon 
as this forest in southwestern Oregon's Siskiyou 
Mountains came into TNC's hands, it was sold for 
logging to Lew Krauss, owner of Rough and Ready 
Timber of Cave Junction. Rough and Ready enjoys 
a deserved reputation as one of the sleaziest, eco- 
unfriendly companies of all. And, that, obviously, 
is saying something. 

The Democrats' GOPAC 

We've heard all about the Newtster using tax- 
exempt money for political purposes through 
GOPAC. Well, while the Republicans were setting 
up their non-profit funnel, the centrists in the 
Democratic Party weren't exactly asleep at the switch. 
They were completing the takeover of the board of 
the always-lame League of Conservation Voters 
(LCV). Their plan was to trump Newt and use LCV 
as a conduit for shuttling tax-exempt dollars to the 
corporatists in the Democratic Party. 

Somehow this astute insider group identified a 
congressional "dirty dozen." They then spent over 
$2.5 million on an "independent expenditure" 
campaign to oppose these foes of the environ- 
ment. Yet they overlooked the Alaska delegation, 
preferring instead to go after freshmen Republi- 
cans with little clout. 

When you look at the board of LCV, it's easy to see 
why they're such weenies when it comes to taking 
on the real corporate anti-environmentalists. It's 
made up of the same foundation hacks who, in their 
own words, "broke the back of the green resistance. " 
Deborah Tuck, head of the Mott Foundation (GM 
money), Michael Macintosh of the Macintosh Foun- 
dation and Theodore Roosevelt IV from the stock 
brokerage firm Lehman Bros., among others, now 
set policy for LCV, which supported each and every 
one of the five defeated Democrat millionaires (in- 


fVl ^ Good Changes 

//t* • At least we now have a chance to further 

y\ 1 * the rehabilitation of the Sierra Club as five 

5fl *•' great activists are on the ballot for election to 
/A I the national board: Chad Hanson, who with 

a 1 '£* David Orr helped push through the Sierra 
j t Club's historic zero-cut initiative, is joined by 
7<o Kailee Kreider, Betsy Gaines, Rene Voss and 
M Michael Dorsey. The writing is on the wall as 
even Daves Brower and Foreman have dropped 
«^r their ill-stated opposition to zero-cut and are 
> now urging the Club's board and staff to do the 

right thing and implement the membership's vote. 

Also, Earth First! co-founder Mike Roselle and 
Heartwood's Andy Mahler were elected to Greenpeace's 
board of directors. They've already begun an effort to 
reform a board and staff that have done the organiza- 
tion more damage than the French government ever 
dreamed of. Greenpeace may yet return to its former 
role of outspoken, no compromise activism. 

"It's All Done With People" — Wavy Gravy 

As always, it's the individual activists and their 
dedication that stands between corporate greed 
and ecosystem collapse. From Judi Bari pursuing 
justice from the Oakland Police and FBI to the 
Headwaters warriors, from the unsung activists 
that daily put it on the line to those that do the 
mundane things like planning and carrying out 
rallies, we are a movement of dedicated, coura- 
geous, good-hearted, intelligent people. And, boy, 
does that scare the corporados. 

There's one individual I want to cite, an activist 
who took full advantage of a great media opportu- 
nity he was presented with. Woody Harrelson not 
only scaled the Golden Gate Bridge with seven 
other heroic folks to carry on the Headwaters cause, 
he used the entire time he was recently on the 
Letterman show to speak out for the forests. Osten- 
sibly there to promote his latest movie, Woody took 
Headwaters forest into the living rooms and bed- 
rooms of Middle America, despite Dave's attempts 
to silence him. Woody also spoke eloquently about 
the need for hemp fiber production. 

It really is up to us. No matter what changes occur 
at the top of the political parties, the agencies or the 
Big Greens, official policy remains a pellmell rush to 
extinction. All positive change has come and will 
only come through the efforts of impoverished, 
dedicated bands of idealists. That's what most envi- 
ronmental groups started out as — it's what EF! al- 
ways has been and must remain. In the Clinton/ 
Dombeck era of corporate assault on our remaining 
wildlands, it's more imperative than ever that we 
stay the course. No Compromise. Compromise has 
never worked. It never will. 



Disastrous Sable Island Gas Project 


by David Orton 

Of all the energy available to sustain all the species 
on Earth, Homo Sapiens take almost half. Humans 
consume 40 percent of net primary productivity on 
land; that is, the total energy trapped in photosyn- 
thesis worldwide, minus that required by plants for 
their survival. The Sable Island Gas Project is about 
humans consuming more and more of this available 
primary energy. It would extract and transmit over 
three trillion cubic feet of natural gas from six gas 
fields feeding 30 production wells over the next 25 
years. Gas is supposed to start flowing to the Ameri- 
can market, via approximately 558 kilometers of 
pipeline through Nova Scotia and New Brunswick 
by November 1999. Public input into the regulatory 
process has been undermined by the government of 
Nova Scotia which has invested in the project. 

In scoping meetings of the Joint Public Review 
Panel for the Sable Gas Project, there has been a 
minimum of public participation and discussion, 
given the seriousness of what is at stake. Many 
people have read some but not all information 
about this project, yet our opinions are supposedly 
sought. We must stand up at a floor mike with a few 
notes in hand and speak, without being able to refer 
directly to the mountain of literature on the Sable 
Gas Project. Public hearings are hollow and insult- 
ing in this situation where contracts are being 
awarded before the panels to which we speak have 
made their recommendations. 

Many exploratory oil and gas wells have already 
been drilled on the Scotian Shelf and on Sable 
Island, some by Mobil Oil. Wells have been drilled 
right up to the edge of the Gully, a famous subma- 
rine canyon home to many marine mammals. In 
1984 there were two well blowouts off Sable Island. 
One which blew in September took about ten months 
to permanently cap and abandon. 

The Sable Island Gas Project demonstrates how 
the corporate path forward includes the following 
assumptions: the market is supreme, and what is 
needed is more industrial growth and more con- 
sumerism. The destruction of Nature is seen as 
"unfortunate" but necessary for human well-being. 
The corporate rhetoric of the Sable Gas Project 
sponsors emphasizes that natural gas is a "clean, 
environmentally-friendly" fuel and that there will 
be "no significant adverse environmental or socio- 
economic impacts." But is this true? 

Some mainstream environmentalists emphasize 
that natural gas is preferable to "dirty" coal and oil. 
Sometimes mainstreamers and the natural gas in- 
dustry seem to be on the same team when both 
speak of a particular fossil fuel as a "bridging" fuel 
leading to a more environmentally-friendly world, 
but natural gas is not an environmentally-friendly, 


clean fuel. If we only consider combustion, then 
natural gas does contain less carbon than oil or coal 
with less sulfur emissions. (The carbon content, by 
weight, is approximately one-third of oil and one- 
half that of coal.) Yet natural gas is not replacing oil 
or coal, but merely adding to fossil fuel consumption 
and the expanding industrial/consumer economy. 
Natural gas therefore contributes massively to the 
release of greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide 
(from combustion) and methane leakage. The use 
and promotion of natural gas indicates a fossil-fuel 
dependent, industrial growth ideology. The Inter- 
national Panel on Climate Change, a scientific panel 
of experts on greenhouse gases, has called for a 60 to 
80 percent reduction in their use merely to stabilize 
their concentrations. An increase in any such gases 
is truly criminal behavior. 

To speak of natural gas as environmentally- 
friendly is to totally disregard the environmental 
degradation that will result from the production of 
natural gas off Sable Island and the impacts of 
distribution by an on- 
shore gas pipeline 
crossing Nova Scotia, 

New Brunswick, 

Maine, and New 
Hampshire into Mas- 
sachusetts. For ex- 
ample, in Nova Scotia 
and New Brunswick, 
research shows that 
in the kilometer-wide 
corridor there are 229 
watercourses, 10 
lakes and a large num- 
ber of wetland areas. 

90-95 percent of the 
corridor passes 
through forested ar- 
eas. The 56-kilometer 
section between 
Goldboro and Point 
Tupper will impact 34 permanent watercourses, 
including the Strait of Canso. In this particular 
corridor, the use of herbicides will be permitted. 
The on-land environmental destruction for this 
gas pipeline will be cumulatively massive. 

The Nova Scotian government is a six percent 
"partner" in the Sable Offshore Energy Project 
through Nova Scotia Resources Limited and should 
not be sitting in regulatory judgment on the 
merits of this project. At least two provincial 
government departments (Natural Resources and 
Environment) are supposedly responsible for re- 
viewing the project's environmental impact. The 
situation is analogous to one in British Columbia, 
where the government had shares in the giant 


forest products company MacMillan Bloedel and 
gave it cutting rights in the old-growth rainforests 
of Clayoquot Sound. 

Intervention by activists on the US side of the 
border is needed to stop this massive, destructive 
project. Many of the American companies that are 
registered consumers of the gas will be susceptible 
to pressure. Mobil has reserved a very large volume 
of this gas. Boston Edison Company, Trigen-Boston 
Energy, Trigen-Baltimore Energy, Valley Gas, Essex 
County Gas Co. and PanEnergy Trading all have 
reserved rights to buy some of the natural gas. If any 
of these companies service your area, please contact 
them immediately. In addition, global foes like 
Champion International, Georgia-Pacific Corp., Lin- 
coln Pulp & Paper, Great Northern Paper, Kimberly- 
Clark and James River Paper Co. will be buying 
natural gas from this project. 

In April of 1 997, highly structured, formal public 
hearings will be convened in Halifax, Nova Scotia 
and Fredericton, New Brunswick. While such hear- 
ings have been 
embraced by 
mainstream en- 
vironmental 
groups like the 
Conservation 
Council of New 
Brunswick, the 
Clean Nova 
Scotia Founda- 
tion and the 
World Wildlife 
Fund; the North 
Shore Anti-Pipe- 
line Group, 
Green Web and a 
number of rural 
residents orga- 
nized into 
grassroots groups 
that oppose tak- 
ing part in the formal hearings. 

Raising public awareness and bringing to light the 
complexities of the Sable Island Gas Project is the 
focus of the organizing work of the North Shore 
Anti-Pipeline Group and Green Web. Getting tied 
up in the process set up by the National Energy 
Board, essentially a front of the oil and gas industry, 
can only lead to defeat. 

To contact the North Shore Anti-Pipeline Group 
write to, Citizens Against the Sable Island Pipe- 
line, POB 874, New Glasgow, Nova Scotia, Canada 
B2H 5K7. 

To contact David Orton or the Green Web, write 
R.R.3, Saltsprings, Nova Scotia, Canada BOK IPO; e- 
mail greenweb@fox.nstn.ca. 



Woody for the Redwoods! 


continued from front page 

Thus, it had been a challenging few 
months for those of us who spent too 
much time crammed into the media 
collective's one-room office, attempt- 
ing to untangle the truth from the 
garbled crap the politicians were so 
cleverly slinging. 

We had taken to groveling hard, 
even picking up Fed Ex tabs to get 
photos and video out to the disinter- 
ested media outlets. Relieved that OJ's 
civil suit was in full swing, the press 
shunned the ancient redwoods, tell- 
ing us the story was dead. Unless 
Bonnie Raitt and Don Henley showed 
up again to play an acoustic set down 
in Yager Creek, they had seen enough 
of Headwaters for the year. 

About this time, the dust was settling 
after Woody Harrelson's first act of 
civil disobedience in Kentucky, where 
he was arrested for planting industrial 
hemp seeds. Woody and his attorney 


sped across the country toward Head- 
waters and sent word: no symbolic line 
crossing for Mr. Harrelson, he was ready 
for direct action. 

The idea started out as a simple late 
night joke around the campfire. A 
local mused, "you could bungee jump, 
or do it naked, or hang it off the 
Golden Gate Bridge." 

As we pondered the potential of 
climbing a national monument, we 
concluded that it would take 
Greenpeace two months and $20,000 
to do. We had one week, Woody 
Harrelson and a lot of good karma. Two 
previous attempts to hit the GG bridge 
had failed, but they say the third time 
is the charm. It seemed so outrageous 
that it was almost possible. 

We had a crazy week of organizing. 
The giddiness of the idea was dis- 
placed by the stress of its realization. 
We ran circles all over the Bay Area 
keeping track of each other and the 
many tasks of training, scouting, plan- 


ning and banner making. 

Action day was actually several 
sleepless days and nights. Details 
were worked out on the fly. The 
banner was dried hours before it had 
to be packed. Despite the lack of 
time (or maybe because of it), we got 
it together. 

Saturday morning came: the clouds 
parted and the winds ceased. We 
hung the banner. Helicopters 
swarmed. The cops arrived and block- 
aded traffic. We were arrested. 
Woody posed for mug shots with 
every on-duty booking officer at the 
station. We were released. We par- 
tied at the Ritz-Carlton. 

The action stirred up some serious 
controversy, but it created a venue to 
take the story of Hurwitz's greedy grip 
on the ancient redwoods international. 
The media coverage continues to build; 
newspapers across the country, major 
magazines, prime-time newscasters, 
David Letterman and San Francisco 
talk-show circuits continue to talk about 
the Headwaters forest, week after week. 


Woody and the rest of us have spent 
many interviews "bridging" from traf- 
fic related questions back to the mes- 
sages of the falling redwoods and the 
many brave forest defenders who of- 
fered their bodies in this season's ef- 
forts to stop the madness. 

While the criminal case will prob- 
ably result in lots of community ser- 
vice, we also face a class-action civil 
suit. Ads are out in Bay Area papers 
urging anyone who was stuck in bridge 
traffic that day to share their tales and 
join the lawsuit. 

We never expected it to get to this 
point, where so many people, as 
Woody says, "can't see the forest for 
the traffic" (or maybe for the settle- 
ment check?). One can only hope that 
Hurwitz will get his day in court and 
time in jail for robbing the American 
people of a national treasure. Maybe 
we should take out an ad urging any- 
one who feels "inconvenienced" by 
the clearcutting of ancient forests and 
is angry about it to join a class action 
against Charlie! 
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Walking the Back Forty :The Land Ethic and Private Property 


continued from page 3 

would still have to reinvent the idea of property. We would still have to move 
seriously toward a limitation on freedom of action on the back 40. 

The only effective way to do that, and our only plausible hope at this point 
in our nation's history, is to mobilize the majority of Americans, which is to say 
urban Americans, into a movement that will change the package of rights and 
responsibilities pertaining to property. Such a mobilization would bring to- 
gether people who may not own land but want to see it used in an ecologically 
sensitive manner. That is to say, it would rely on the engine of politics. 

Here is what mobilizing public opinion to limit freedom of action on the 
land would mean. The public would begin to say to the property owner, you 
cannot drain that wetland; we forbid it. You cannot destroy the habitat of a 
threatened species. You cannot let chlordane or atrazine run off your crops 
and into the river. You cannot allow the soil to wash or blow away. As you use 
land, you must try to preserve the integrity, stability and beauty of the biotic 
community. Failure to do so will bring penalties. You may have to pay higher 
taxes or heavy fines. You may even lose your title. 

Put this way, it is clear that the burdens of an ecological conscience would fall 
disproportionately on those few Americans who are the owners of private 
property. There is no other way. They would have to bear costs and obligations 
that the average citizen does not. They would have to forego profit in many cases 
or they would have to incur costs that they may not want to pay. Most of these 
costs can and will be passed on to the consumer; in the end, the whole public is 
going to have to pay more for food and fiber if we are going to achieve a land ethic. 

Where owners are not able to pass on the costs, and cannot afford to pay them 
themselves, they will have to have direct help from the taxpayer. Incentives and 
subsidies can make change less painful. But make no mistake about it; a land ethic 
is going to be an expense that in most cases the holders of private property will 
have to pay and, in some instances, pay severely. They may lose by taking land 
out of production, by harvesting forests differently, by giving up prospective 
rents and gains from putting in a golf course or mall. Either that, or we will never 
achieve a more ethical relation to nature in this nation or any other. 

So here is what conservation is going to have to mean in the future: applying 
ecological knowledge to the use, and to the non-use, of land through the 


democratic political process. I have talked about costs; here is an important gain: 
a reinvention of property can, if we work it right, involve people in land decisions 
who have never been much involved before. More women can be included as well 
as men. People of color can be there along with whites, poor folks along with the 
rich. When that happens, and only when that happens, will land truly become 
a community possession and a community responsibility. 

The federal government will have to enact legislation that will make land 
ownership more of a public responsibility. On the other hand, a new ethic 
toward land can also come through organized political action on state and 
local levels. In fact, the best chance we have for a truly effective, sensitive and 
informed land ethic is on those lower levels of governance, in the halls of the 
state legislature or in the meeting rooms of the county commission. It is there 
in particular that we must get people together to rewrite the rules. 

I have indicated that it is necessary for a land ethic to grow and spread across 
America. Are we gaining or losing ground? Read the daily newspapers, and 
you will see lots of bad news as more and more of our best farm land goes under 
concrete, as legislators try to strip away whatever small protection the land 
has. But there is some good news here, too. We have created a political and 
cultural movement that is unprecedented in American history, and that 
movement is still gathering momentum. It is not finished nor is it defeated. 
Increasingly, it is spreading beyond the national scene and the big public land 
and health issues down to the local and the near at hand. It is changing the 
conversation over all this country about land and nature. It is bringing 
committed scientists, humanists and artists into the halls of policy makers to 
contest the rule of outmoded economics. It is putting traditional property 
attitudes under scrutiny and challenge. Slowly, in the teeth of much resis- 
tance, it has begun changing the ethics that govern our relation with the 
natural world. 

Can we say that we are doing better than Leopold thought? I think we can. 
We are taking at least one and a half steps forward for every one step back. That 
is not much to claim. But that, after all, is exactly how evolution works. 

Excerpted from a talk given at the Prairie Festival 1 996. Reprinted from The Land 
Report: 20 Years with permission from the author. 
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Last Wild Bison Herd at Risk in Yellowstone 



700 bison have been killed by the Yellowstone Park Service this year. 


by James Barnes 

Despite long-standing evidence that the 
disease brucellosis will not transmit from bison 
to cows, the bison of Yellowstone National Park 
are being unnecessarily slaughtered by the Park 
Service, as a subsidy to public and private-lands 
ranching interests who don't want to share any 
grass with the native wildlife. 

Even though Yellowstone National Park staff 
have stated that the park's boundaries do not 
reflect the natural range of bison, they are enforc- 
ing this imaginary line with lethal force. In tough 
winter conditions, bison move in search of better 
forage. As Park staff members confess, this move- 
ment of bison out of the park and into southern 
Montana is facilitated by the park's policy of 
keeping roads cleared for snowmobiles. 

This winter, conditions are so harsh that 
bison have been massing on the northern 
border of the park in an attempt to find pas- 
ture. Park biologist Mary Meagher has expressed 
fears of a major die-back, as bison have been 
reduced to eating pine needles and bark — signs 
of starvation. If they step across the park 
boundary line, the guns of Montana's livestock 
department await them. 

As a result of a lawsuit filed by the state of 
Montana against the federal government, 
Yellowstone National Park and the state have 
been capturing bison to send them to slaughter- 
houses. This is being done in response to the 
concerns of Montana ranchers about the trans- 
mission of brucellosis, a disease that bison alleg- 
edly carry to cattle. However, there is no evidence 
that brucellosis can be transmitted in the wild; 
park staff have admitted this. According to an 
attorney with the Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund, 
the one known case of transmission of brucellosis 
from bison to cattle occurred in Texas, where 
bison and cattle were penned together. 

The cattle industry-controlled, test-and- 


slaughter program has devolved into a 
complete fiasco. Hay can't be found for 
love or money due to the wretched 
winter, and there's nothing to bait the 
bison into corrals with. It's also just 
plain dangerous to get out to the 
testing sites, so the Montana Depart- 
ment of Livestock (DOL) has reverted 
to shooting any bison they see. This 
makes sense, as DOL head Laurence 
Petersen has compared their bison 
extermination mission to the Vietnam 
war, lost, he claims, by a liberal, trea- 
sonous press and bleeding-heart, faggot 
longhairs back home. This time they 
intend to win. 

All this together means the nation's 
only truly wild herd of bison, 
unmanaged, unfenced and thriving, 
may face serious decimation. Winter kill 
is winter kill, but the ongoing, century- 
old extermination of the buffalo by 
cattle ranchers and the federal and state 
governments has got to stop. 

The Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund, 
on behalf of several local organiza- 
tions, took legal action to try to 
prevent the slaughter, but the initial 
ruling went against the Fund. New 
lawsuits will be forthcoming. In the 
meantime, however, it is essential that 
individuals and organizations mount 
an immediate and vocal protest. Please 
contact the following officials stating 
your opposition to this policy of 
extermination: 

Bruce Babbitt, Secretary of the Interior, 1849 
"C" St. NW, Washington, DC 20240; fax (202) 
208-6956. 

Roger Kennedy, Director, National Park Ser- 
vice, Interior Building, 1849 "C" St. NW, Wash- 
ington, DC 20240; fax (202) 208-7889. 


Michael Finley, Superintendent, Yellowstone 
National Park, POB 168, Yellowstone, WY 
82190; fax (307) 344-2005. 

Governor Marc Racicot, Governor's Office, 
State Capitol, Helena, MT 59620-0801; fax (406) 
444-5529. 



Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology doctoral candidate 
Moshe Alamaro is organizing an 
international consortium to 
airdrop billions of young trees 
in aerodynamically shaped 
penetrator containers. The 
effort targets rugged and remote 
areas that can support vegeta- 
tion but where ordinary refores- 
tation methods are impractical. 
Funding would likely come 
from power companies eager to 
earn pollution credits to offset 
new CO z taxes, a tariff quickly 
spreading through Europe, 
Alamaro said. An acre of pine 
trees can absorb up to 10 tons 
of CO z a year. As envisioned, 
penetrator containers would be 


10 ™* t/ 


biodegradable and carry a single 
6-12 inch seedling as well as 
water and nutrient packs that 
rupture on impact. Upper parts 
of the trees could be swathed in 
biodegradable cloth, subject to 
results of planned wind tunnel 
tests. 

A terminal velocity of about 
200 mph is required to pen- 
etrate existing ground cover and 
associated root systems, 

Alamaro said. Conventional 
cargo aircraft as large as the 
Russian-built Ilyushin IL-76 are 
being evaluated to perform the 
mass drops. 

— Aviation Week and Space 
Technology 





Minnesota Victory... 


continued from front page 

wrapped the loose end of a chain around 
the bear's neck. The logger went for 
some kind of tool on an ax handle and 
threatened to use it to get "that damned 
thing off my truck." 

After three hours and more traffic 
than Forest Service Road 200 had seen 
in the last week, the lead ranger nego- 
tiated with Smokey the Bear to un- 
lock. She promised him (in writing) 
that she would order the logger to 
turn his equipment around and not 
return that day. 

Smokey unchained himself, but some 
of the protesters, out of a basic sense of 
mistrust, refused to leave the road to let 
the beast turn around. It took the log- 
ger about an hour to back his truck up 
the hill. At one point, he had to unload 
the feller-buncher and use it to pull the 
semi up the hill. 

The protesters had done what they 
didn't think was possible — stood be- 
tween the logger and the trees and 
won. The logger was ordered to leave 
by the district ranger. 

The blockade was held for a total of 
12 days. The camp was home to about 
30 people at one time or another. While 
on the road, our heroes were visited by 
journalists, curious locals, a gun-toting 
preacher, the sawmill owner, a man 
who drove about 180 miles to give 
groceries and a check for $100 and an 
alien hunter named Dr. Sanstead. Dur- 
ing the 12 days of crispness (actual 
temperatures of 30 degrees below zero), 
the blockade got awesome newspaper 


coverage. The "no compromise" stance 
not only resulted in the education of 
people all over Minnesota about na- 
tional forests and their plight, but also 
created a platform for other organiza- 
tions to use legal means to stop this 
dastardly cut. 

The headlines went from "12 activ- 
ists block forest road to prevent logging 
of old pines" to, "US suspends sale of 
trees in National Forest" in ten days. 

On December 20, under threat of 
legal action, the US Forest Service sus- 
pended the sale of Little Alphie pend- 
ing an Environmental Assessment (EA). 
It turns out the only paperwork the 
Forest Service had done was over six 
years old and did not specifically list 
the white pine stands in this area. For- 
est Service officials were afraid that a 
lawsuit would cost someone their job. 

Our heroes now wait for the EA (as 
required under NEPA) which should 
take about six months to prepare. Be- 
cause the sale area must be logged 
during the winter, this stand of old 
white pines gets at least one more year 
to offer shelter to the wolves, and we 
have at least one more year to call 
attention to the greedy destruction of 
the last of the wild. 

It is important to point out that this 
blockade would not have been a suc- 
cess if it were not for the help of people 
representing many groups, including 
Arise Bookstore, Earth First! Big Woods, 
Earth Protector, Food Not Bombs, 
Greenpeace, Loaves and Fishes Too, 
the Seward Cafe, SWAN, the Twin Ports 
Greens and many others. 
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An old-growth forest, for example, may have an overstory averaging 180 
feet and an understory 7 5 feet. Clearcuts are designated by the phrase 


OVERSTORY: ZERO 


by Bob Heilman 

The mercury-arc lamps light up the mill with a 
weird, hellish orange glow. Steam rises from the 
boilers and there's a sour rotting smell everywhere. 
The huge metal buildings bristle with an improb- 
able-looking tangle of chains and belts and pipes. 
There's a constant whistling, clanging, and scream- 
ing of saws and machinery coming from them. Bug- 
eyed forklifts and log loaders crawl around the half- 
lit yards, mechanical insects scurrying to keep up. 

Through the huge, open doorways you can see the 
millhands at work in their T-shirts, sorting out an 

unending river of 
lumber and veneer 
into neat stacks. The 
mill workers sweat 
like desperate 
dwarves. They make 
more money than 
you and stay dry, 
but you feel pity and 
contempt for them. The poor bastards stand in one 
spot all night, moving to the computerized light- 
ning rhythm of conveyors instead of their own 
human speed. The cavernous interior of the mill 
shed seems as cramped as a closet compared to the 
open mountain slopes. 

You work for the mill but not in the mill, on a 
company reforestation crew. Most of the company 
land is planted by contract crews, but the mill runs 
a crew that plants land the contractors won't touch — 
too steep or too ravaged, too old or too brushy. 

Acres away, beyond the log pond, past the five- 
story-tall walls of stacked logs, next to the hangar- 
sized heavy equipment repair shop, is a small refrig- 
erated trailer full of seedling trees in waxed boxes. 
Each box contains 600 trees in bundles of 50. 

Mudflap and Sluggo are helping Jimboy load tree 
boxes into the back of a four-wheel-drive crew-cab 
pickup. They are young, straight out of high school 
and eager to get a promised job in the mill come 
spring — if they "work hard and show up every day, " 
of course. We spend a large part of our lives roaring 
up and down river, powered by the Suburban's 
monster 454 V8. Of course, none of this travel, or 
crummy time, as it's called, is paid time. Only the 40 
hours per week on the slopes earn us money. The 
other ten to 20 hours of crummy tedium are not the 
company's concern. Together with the half-hour 
lunch, also unpaid, we spend 11 to 13 hours a day 
together for our eight hours' pay. All winter long we 
see each other more than we see our wives and 
children. We know each other intimately after so 
many cramped hours. 

We bicker and tease 
each other halfheart- 
edly, like an old bitter 
couple, out of habit 
more than need. 

Arithmetic 2. 

The ten of us plant to widen hole, 

about 7,000 seedling 
trees every day or about 

700 "binos" apiece, enough to cover a little over an 
acre of logged-off mountainside each. It gets de- 
pressing when you start adding it up: planting 700 
trees per day comes to 3,500 per week or 14,000 per 
month, which amounts to 56,000 trees in a season 
for one man planting one tree at a time. 

Maybe you've seen the TV commercials put out by 
the company: helicopter panoramas of snow-capped 
mountains, silvery lakes and rivers, close-ups of 
cute critters frolicking, 30-year-old stands of second 
growth all green and even as a manicured lawn, and 
a square-jawed, handsome woodsman tenderly 
planting a seedling. The commercials make refores- 
tation seem heartwarming, wholesome and benevo- 
lent, like watching a Disney flick where a scroungy 
mutt plays the role of a wild coyote. 
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1. Swing hoe to get 
full penetration. 



Place seedling 
while using hoe 
to hold back soil. 


Get out a calculator and start figuring it: 700 trees 
in eight hours means 87.5 trees per hour, or 1.458 
trees per minute — a tree punched in every 41 sec- 
onds. How much tenderness can a man give a small 
green seedling in 41 seconds? 

Planting is done with an improbable-looking tool 
called a hoedag. Imagine a heavy metal plate 14- 
inches long and four-inches wide, maybe five pounds 
of steel, mounted on a single bit ax handle. Two or 
three sideways, hacking strokes scalp a foot-square 
patch of ground, three or four stabs with the tip and 
the blade is buried up to the haft. (Six blows 700 
times amounts to 4,200 per day. At five pounds 
each, that comes to 21,000 pounds of lifting per 
diem, and many planters put in 900 to 1,200 trees 
per day.) 

You pump up and down on the handle, breaking 
up the soil, open the hole, dangle the roots down 
there and pull the hoedag out. The dirt pulls the 
roots down to the bottom of the hole, maybe ten or 

12 inches deep. You 
give it a little tug to 
pull the root collar 
even with the ground 
and tamp the soil 
around it with your 
foot. Generally, 
what's left of the top- 
soil isn't deep enough 
to sink a 'dag in, so 
you punch through 
whatever subsoil, 

rocks or roots lie hidden by the veneer of dirt. 

The next tree goes in eight feet away from the last 
one and eight feet from the tree planted by the next 
man in line. Two steps and you're there. It's a sort of 
rigorous dance, all day long — scalp, stab, stuff, stomp, 
and split — every 41 seconds or less, 700 or more 
times a day. 

The ground itself is never really clear, even on the 
most carefully charred reforestation unit. Stumps, old 
logs, boulders and brush have to be gone over or 
through or around with almost every slash-hampered 
step. Two watertight tree bags, about the size and 
shape of brown paper grocery bags, hang on your hips, 
rubbing them raw under the weight of the 30 to 40 
pounds of muddy seedlings stuffed inside. 

Seven hundred trees eight feet apart comes to a 
line of seedlings 5,600 feet long — a mile and some 
change. Of course, the ground is never level. You 
march up and down mountains all day — straight up 
and straight down. Al- 
though nature never 
made a straight line, 
forestry professors and 
their students are quite 
fond of them. So you 
climb a quarter-mile 
straight down and 
back up. Then you eat 
lunch and do it again. 

It's best not to think 
about it at all. The 

proper attitude is to consider yourself as eternally 
damned, with no yesterday or tomorrow — just the 
unavoidable present to endure. Besides, you tell 
yourself, it's not so bad once you get used to it... 



Use hoe to pack soil 
at bottom of hole. 


Cumulative Impact 

It's best not to look at the clearcut itself. You stay 
busy with whatever is immediately in front of you 
because, like all industrial processes, there is beauty 
in the details and ugliness in the larger view. Oil film 
on a rain puddle has an iridescent sheen that is 
lovely in a way that the junkyard it's part of is not. 

Forests are beautiful on every level, whether seen 
from a distance or standing beneath the trees or 
studying a small patch of ground. Clearcuts contain 
many wonderful tiny things — jasper, agate, petri- 
fied wood, sun-bleached bits of wood, bone, and 
antler, wildflowers. But the sum of these finely 


wrought details adds up to a grim landscape, charred, 
eroded and sterile. 

Although tree planting is part of something called 
reforestation, clearcutting is never called deforesta- 
tion — at least not by its practitioners. The semantics 
of forestry don't allow that. The mountain slope is 

a "unit," the forest a 
"timber stand," log- 
ging is "harvest" and 
repeated logging "ro- 
tation." 

On the work sheets 
used by foresters, a pair 
of numbers track the 
layers of canopy, the 
covering of branches 
and leaves that the liv- 
ing trees have spread 
out above the soil. The top layer is called the 
overstory, and beneath it is a second layer, the 
understory. An old-growth forest, for example, may 
have an overstory averaging 180 feet and an under- 
story 75 feet. Clearcuts are designated by the phrase 
"Overstory: Zero." 

In the language (and therefore the thinking) of 
industrial silviculture, a clearcut is a forest. The 
system does not recognize any depletion at all. The 
company is fond of talking about trees as a renew- 
able resource, and the official line is that timber 
harvest, followed by reforestation, results in a net 
gain. "Old-growth forests are dying, unproductive 
forests — biological deserts full of diseased and de- 
caying trees. By harvesting and replanting we turn 
them into vigorous, productive stands. We will 
never run out of trees," 
the company forester 
will tell you. But ask if 
he's willing to trade 
company-owned old- 
growth forestland for a 
reforestation unit of the 
same acreage and the 
answer is always, "No, 
of course not." 

You listen and tell 
yourself that it's the 
company that treats the land shabbily. You see your 
frenzied work as a life-giving dance in the ashes of a 
plundered world. You think of the future and the 
green legacy you leave behind you. But you know 
that your work also makes that plunder seem rational 
and is, at its core, just another part of the destruction. 

More than the physical exhaustion, this effort to 
not see the world around you tires you. It takes a lot 
of effort not to notice, not to care. You can go crazy 
from lack of sleep because you must dream in order 
to sort out everything you see and hear and feel 
during the day. But you can also get sick from not 
being truly awake, not seeing, feeling and touching 
the real world. 

When the world around you is painful and ugly, 
that pain and ugliness seeps into you, no matter 
how hard you try to keep it out. It builds up like a 
slowly accumulating poison. Sometimes the poison 
turns to venom and you strike out, at work or at 
home, as quick as any rattlesnake but without the 
honest rattler's humane fair warning. 

So you bitch and bicker with the guys on the crew, 
argue with the foreman and snap at your wife and 
kids. You do violent work in a world where the 
evidence of violence is all around you. You see it in 
the scorched earth and the muddy streams. You feel 
it when you step out from the living forest into the 
barren clearcut. It rings in your ears with the clink 
of steel on rock. It jars your arm with every stab of 
your hoedag. 

This essay is excerpted from OVERSTORY: ZERO, 
Real Life in the Timber Country, by Robert Leo Heilman, 
published by Sasquatch Books, in Seattle. For more 
information about the author or the book, call (800) 
775-081 7. 



6. Firm soil around 
seedling with feet. 



5. Use hoe to pack 
soil at top of 
hole. 
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Honoring the Mother 

To all Grandmothers, 
the ones that we all share. 
Linked , In a chain of love , 
of motherhood and sisterhood. 


Our daughters — t/?e reflection of this love /* 


as we continue the circle, 
the cycle of blessing and loving. 

Always remembering our Grandmothers, 
all creatures who came before us, 
and the Great Spirit Mother 
who gave birth to our womanhood. 

— Dove 
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ODE TO THE MOUNTAIN 
HEMLOCKS OF THE HOWE 
SOUND CREST TRAIL 

second growth 
mountain hemlocks, 
some as wide as 

the oldest of Vancouver's Imported maples; 
this Is second growth as It's meant to be — 
gala healing her wounds in the absence of 
interference 
from LORD MAN". 

THESE hemlocks have potential: 

the baby steps of a centuries-long old growth 

evolutionary process. 

"the mountains wear their blankets of autumn 
snow 

as if they had never known anything else" i 
think 

as I trudge up the contour lines of my map 

the white , hard-packed powder turns moist. 

It seeps into my boots , and washes the city 
away from my feet. 

it is beautiful here, 

on the ridge that leads to the peak of st. 
mark s mountain 
( though he never set foot here) 
straddling the howe sound, and the green / 
white 

coast mountain valleys. 

though my socks are soaked — 

the heat of my footsteps keeps me from being 

cold. 

lunch consists of three slices of naked bread 


For those 

who would compromise 
the forest 

the spirits of the lost trees, 

the spirits of the plants 

the moss spirits, the rock spirits 

consign you to a hell of 

no birds, a spare dry hell where 

your name will not be known — 

you will be known as desolation, 

the rulner of planets, the lonely soul who 

lives without the friendship of life, 

without the solace of species — 

the ghosts of those you have 

pushed aside will follow you as 

you move toward dryness, dust 

and empty skies— 

surely goodness and mercy will 

leave your wretched life untouched 

as you dwell forever 

a land without life, 

trying to remember the sound 

of birds, the sound of wind, 

the sound of your own heart. 


INVADING ASPHALT 
CUTS THROUGH RED HILLS 
WHERE SONGBIRDS PERCHED ON JUNIPER TREES 
SING HOMAGE TO THE LOWERING SUN 
AND RECALL NOT-SO ANCIENT TIMES 
WHEN RELATIVES WEREN’T KILLED 
BY ANGRY ROARING SHUTTLES 
ON GRAVEL AND TAR TRACKS 

FEATHERS STILL RUFFLE 
ON A DECAPITATED OWL 
LONG CLAWS PARTLY CLOSED 
ITS FINAL SWOOP INCOMPLETE 

LOGGING TRUCKS THUNDER BY 
HAULING TREE CORPSES 
DRENCHED IN DIESEL FUMES 
SILENTLY WAILING SHADOW 
OF A PINE GROVE 
DISAPPEARS OVER THE RIDGE 
CARRIED TO MILLS 
TO BE GROUND INTO PULP 
FOR IMPORTANT MATTERS 
LIKE DISPOSABLE PLATES 
AND TISSUE PAPER 


and as I fumble my way south and downwards, 
back towards syphlllzatlon 
i am optimistic, 

having experienced my latest rebirth, 

(a baptism by snow If you will) 

I imagine the alders and hemlocks tearing up 
robson street 

the first steps towards the rewlldlng of 
Vancouver, 

the eagles circling above kits beach, and 
coyotes denning In the banks, clothing stores 
and movie theatres of granvllle street, 
or howling from the rooftop 
of the art gallery. 

— Mark Stoddart 


Send Poems to: 

Warrior Poets Society 

ASUC Box 361 
Berkeley, CA 94720-4150 
all rights reserved to the authors 


— Gary Lawless 


— PALOMA 



Howard-Hastings' 

Sentencing 

Dear Earth First! Editor: 

Donna Howard-Hastings and I 
brought the US Navy nuclear sub- 
marine command facility antenna 
to the Earth last Earth Day. We 
took hand-powered swede saws 
and cut the Western cedar poles 
that supported the insupportable, 
the Extremely Low Frequency 
cables, thick as your wrist. 

Those sacred cedar poles had 
been stolen from their homes in 
the Pacific Northwest, robbed of 
their lives, stripped of their 
barkskin, shipped to the 
Chequamegon and were then 
forced into an afterlife of crime. I 
know they were grateful to be re- 
leased from such Satanic duties. 

Immediately upon our arrest, 
the scattered but not entirely pow- 
erless community of people who 
care for our Earth began to flock 
around us, to shield us with their 
numbers, to reassure us that we 
had done a good thing. We sat 1 1 4 
days in jail, not alone but in the 
spiritual company of hundreds of 
committed souls. 

We had a trial. We listened in 
awe as our lawyers (Katya 
Komisaruk, Kary Love) paved the 
way for our experts (Robert 
Aldridge, Capt. James Bush, Francis 
Boyle, Kent Shifferd). They proved 
that nuclear weapons are illegal 
and the jury agreed with their ac- 
quittal of our sabotage charges. 

The judge didn't allow any de- 
fense to the property damage 
charge so the jury convicted. We 
went from a possible 15 years in 
prison to a maximum of five. The 
judge just sentenced us: Donna, 
one year, me, three years (I'm a 
recidivist). 

Some say it's not worth it. We 
will, after all, sit the entire sen- 
tence because the judge ordered 
restitution and we will never give 
a cent to the Navy. 

But if we are serious about re- 


Gilles Theriault, the head of the 
sealing association, who said "the 
sealers want nothing to do with a 
faggotty idea like seal brushing. 
Seals are meant for clubbing not 
coddling." I do have some stark 
criticism. 

Who is Paul Watson to decide 
that turning back the evolution- 
ary clock some million years of 
seal evolution is a good environ- 
mental strategy to save them from 
peril! Yes, look at the picture in the 
centerfold. The cute little fuzzy 
white baby seal. Along comes Paul 
and his wife Lisa with their little 
harmless brushes and Dow Chemi- 
cal plastic zip-lock bags (recycled 
I'm sure). Next a little coddling 
and brushing (careful not to loose 
any seal fleece to the polar wind). 
And then releasing the, tempo- 
rarily alive but now brown, baby 
snow seal onto the white polar 
plain. Paul gets chased out in his 
plane. And the baby seals become 
polar popcorn for polar bears or 
whatever else preys on them up 
there and forced them to evolve to 
be white during infancy to survive 
in the first place. 

Thanks Paul, keep up the good 
work. ..but can the idea of brush- 
ing baby seals for yuppy sleeping 
bag sales! 

In the spirit of the holy-daze, 
Peace, Love and Pristine Public 
Lands 

—John Doe 

But are they cuter? 

Re: Response to "John Doe" 

Although l detest responding to a 
coward who refuses to use a real 
name, 1 will answer some of "John 
Doe's" misinformed accusations. 

The Sea Shepherd Conservation 
Society is trying to create an economi- 
cally more attractive alternative to 
traditional sealing. By doing so, we 
might be able to have some impact in 
curtailing the killing. The objective is 
to make the seals more valuable alive. 


dor Front have never existed. A 
modicum of research would have 
enlightened John Doe. 

The weaned pups we approach are 
healthy and fat. The whitecoat hairs, 
although detached, remain firmly 
anchored by the thick new coat under- 
neath. We easily remove the molted 
hairs with a brush, or by hand. The 
seals even seem to like it. 

The hairs, similar to eiderdown, 
have an enormous marketing po- 
tential. 

We believe the gentle utilization 
of a live seal without cruelty is 
preferable to the cruel slaughter of 
hundreds of thousands. 

I have spent 30 years fighting for 
seals. I have willingly endured death 
threats, fines, and imprisonment for 
my troubles. I don't have time to 
suffer fools like "John Doe." 

Captain Paul Watson 
On Board Sea Shepherd 111 
Edinburgh, Scotland 

Eastward Ho! 

Dear Editors, 

I feel compelled to respond to 
the article "Steel Skyscrapers and 
Silver Salmon" from the Yule 
isssue. Citing the unique condi- 
tions in Alaska, George 
Wuerthener states that it is not 
human population centers that 
substantially degrade wildlands, 
but extractive industries. From this 
premise he concludes that the West 
need not depopulate and that the 
East become its goods colony. This 
kind of hypocrisy is not what I'd 
expect from a longtime contribu- 
tor to the Journal. 

Wuerthener may be right that 
housing doesn't take up much 
space and certain Western lands 
are not very "productive," but he's 
missing the point. People con- 
sume, and Americans consume the 
most. Human settlement does not 
exist in some virtual reality. Every 
suburban house is an icon for ex- 


placing the worst possible conflict 
management model (war and the 
preparation for war) with a better 
model (nonviolence), then some- 
one has to begin to model that 
method. 

We are grateful to Earth Firsflers 
for all the nonviolent risks and 
costs they have taken and paid in 
the battles to protect the West. We 
reach out behind walls and bars 
and offer our hands in solidarity 
and support. 

And while we are inside these 
walls, please hug a Doug, wrap 
arms around a redwood, embrace 
a cedar, for us. 

Miigwetch, 

— Tom Howard-Hastings, 
c/o Nukewatch, POB 649, 



The seals even seem to like it. " Captain Paul Watson brushes a seal. 


Luck, WI 54853 

Slippery Seals Watson 

Dear Brush for Brains, 

Concerning your "wet, smelly 
poodle" to Paul Watson, with all 
the due respect he deserves for his 
protection of the whale in "open 
seas." I'd like to bring your atten- 
tion to his latest Sea Shepherd Log 
membership magazine. In fact he 
deserves a wet, smelly bloody 
poodle tar and feathered with seal 
blood and money. Check out the 
center fold about his campaign to 
save the snow seal from clubbing 
by brushing them. While i won't 
go as far as the demeaning, cruel 
and homophobic comment by 


John "I have no idea what I am 
talking about" Doe wrote that the 
purpose of the whitecoat is to protect 
the pup from predators like the polar 
bear. 

The whitecoat is a natural solar 
blanket. Each hair follicle is hollow, 
transparent and serves the purpose of 
absorbing solar heat, keeping the ani- 
mal warm until it can gain enough 
fat to stay protected from the ele- 
ments. Evolution did not develop the 
whitecoat as a camouflage protection 
from predators. 

The only predators of the harp 
seal during this time are humans. 
Tolar bears or other predators on 
the "offshore" sea ice in the Gulf 
of St. Lawrence, or on the Labra- 


tractive practices elsewhere. From 
the materials the structure is made 
from to the habits of its likely 
occupants, each house represents 
a number of degraded acres some- 
where. Human populations, even 
at their most benign have always 
impacted areas greater than their 
immediate dwellings. In the past, 
these impacts had been mitigated 
by a lower level of technology and 
a smaller human population. To 
suggest scaling back our numbers 
isn't necessary is to ignore the great- 
est threat to biodiversity world- 
wide! 

I would suggest we rewild the 
West by ending industrial extrac- 
tion on our large tracts of public 


lands and learning to live lightly 
with what we have. Continuing 
our present habits with all our 
trappings trucked in from the East 
is not the solution. It is only dis- 
placing the problem; precisely 
what has been done in Alaska. 
Depopulating, scaling back and 
abolishing corporate rule sets a 
better example for the world than 
Mr . Wuerthener' s imperialistic and 
regional-centric vision. 

— Lisa Wisnewski 


Wuerthner- Wisnewski 

I fully agree with Lisa Wisnewski's 
general comments on my article "Sky- 
scrapers and Silver Salmon." How- 
ever, I think she may have misinter- 
preted my ideas — perhaps due to the 
fact that in the interest ofbrevity, I left 
many things unsaid. Nevertheless, I 
wasn't advocating that humans could 
continue to overconsume and con- 
tinue unending population growth, 
nor was it my intention to suggest 
that the East become a resource colony 
for the West as she suggests. Indeed, 
my goal is exactly the same as hers — 
to rewild much of the Earth. 

Achieving a change in human be- 
havior and goals which results in any 
significant reduction in consumption 
and population will take time — and 
its success is by no means assured. In 
the meantime, we can restore a sig- 
nificant amount of land to near natu- 
ral conditions by removing marginal 
and unproductive land uses from ar- 
eas where they now dominate the 
landscape because we simply don't 
need to continue using these lands (as 
many assume) to provide for our de- 
sires — even if they are excessive. We 
don't need to grow beef in the West 
because it doesn't produce much meat 
anyway (although I would suggest we 
don't need to grow beef anyplace — 
even in the East). And we don't need 
to log at 10,000 feet in the Rockies 
because we get little wood at great 
ecological cost. Even if we continue to 
log someplace, at least we should 
confine it to locations that are more 
productive and have fewer ecological 
impacts due to natural advantages 
such as flat ground and good growing 
conditions. 

Because I suggest that we can re- 
move marginal resource extraction 
land uses from much of the West 
doesn't necessarily preclude arguing 
for a reduction of production in pro- 
ductive sites as well. And we can 
achieve this by both a reduction in 
consumption, and population growth 
as well as changes in current behavior 
such as using greater recycling, not 
eating meat, using dirt, straw bales, 
and other non- tree materials for house 
construction. 

Arguing for the removal of mar- 
ginal resource extraction industries 
and for reduction in consumption 
and population growth are not mutu- 
ally exclusive, but rather part of a 
"nested hierarchy" of conservation 
strategies. While we attempt to re- 
duce population and consumption, 
we can end immediately nonessential 
and marginal land uses, thereby cre- 
ating large "refuges" where human 
dominance and influence is mini- 
mized. All are important and all are 
necessary for any real success in con- 
serving biodiversity and natural eco- 
systems worldwide. 

— George Wuerthner 

Thank You 

To the editor and staff, 

I just wanted to write and say 


"Thank You" for your tireless ef- 
forts in defense of Mother Earth. It 
renews my faith in humanity to 
know people like you exist. Your 
publication balances negative 
events with positive action and 
keeps my hope alive for one more 
day. I hope to join the fight in 
California next summer; until 
then, 1 will continue to look to you 
for news from the front lines. 
Again, thanks and praises for your 
excellent work. 

Sincerely, 

— Valerie Morse 


CAFT Solidarity 

Dear SFB, 

In November four Coalition 
to Abolish the Fur Trade (CAFT) 
activists were arrested for an al- 
leged mink farm raid. The 
charges were breaking and en- 
tering in the nighttime with in- 
tent to commit a felony, tres- 
pass, larceny of property over 
$250 and malicious destruction 
of property over $250. 

These comrades are being tar- 
geted for being a thorn in the 
side of fur selling scum like 
Macys in Boston, where numer- 
ous CAFT demos have happened. 
The CAFT has set up a defense 
fund for the Mass four. Checks 
can be sent to CAFT, POB 
381885, Cambridge, MA 02238. 
These comrades need and de- 
serve our support! The Maine 
green anarchists send a clenched 
fist of solidarity to our CAFT 
comrades. 

No Blood for Vanity! 

— Rob Cat 
Maine Green Anarchists 

Old Boycott Hats 

Dear Boycott for Brains, 

Since reading the 
"Hyperboycott" essay, I've been 
pondering boycott strategy, 
wondering how effective it is 
these days. We've been boy- 
cotting since 1880, when Capt. 
Charles Boycott, a ruthless En- 
glish land agent in Ireland, was 
ostracized by "his victims." 

(Sweet that we named it after a 
schmuck, eh?) Since then it's been 
used in US labor disputes and up 
through today's enviro and ani- 
mal lib movements. 

Although boycotts can catalyze 
change (as a result of consumer 
boycotts, cosmetic companies say 
that they no longer burn bunnies' 
skins with their evil products), 1 
guess I'm a little suspicious of boy- 
cott strategy because it smacks of a 
controlling psychology called 
negative reinforcement, which I 
don't find all that progressive. I 
believe that one of the more effec- 
tive ways to change society is to 
change the WAY we work to 
change society; it's the "Fighting 
for Peace is Like Fucking for Vir- 
ginity" principle. Furthermore, the 
politics of punishment is imbued 
with the politics of fear and the 
potential for escalated backlash. I 
think we're all aware of the rise of 
SLAPP suits, libel lawsuits, faux- 
green oil company advertising, etc. 
Where exactly are wfe going with 
this? 

Another concern with boycotts: 
When we boycott whole countries 
and provinces, we can uninten- 
tionally hurt allies within their 
borders. Doesn't do much for soli- 
darity. 
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But I'm not advocating that we 
throw the boycott out with the 
bath water; there's a time and place 
for a well-organized, clearly-fo- 
cused boycotts and we need to be 
able to use all the tools we can. But 
it's good to remember, too, that 
it's our ability to surprise, delight, 
shock and amaze that can wake 
people up to the reality of what 
we're all doing to the Earth. Let's 
not sustain their stupor or alienate 
them from the current of change 
because we can't come up with 
anything more creative than Capt. 
Charles. 

— Riverbadger 


nationally. Money, money, 
money. What ever the cause and 
intent for environmental protec- 
tion, the energy and focus is shifted 
to membership renewal and rais- 
ing the funds. Termed the "tread- 
mill effect," due to the catch 22 of 
expanding staff salaries, increas- 
ing overhead and necessity to gen- 
erate the moneys to cover them. 
So with an environmental issue 
and media manipulation the 
groups send canvassers out in the 
streets to ring doorbells, all in pur- 
suit for money. Greed used to fight 
greed. Meanwhile what about the 
planet? 

To form a fund-raising umbrella, 
groups incorporate. A bureaucracy 


toward the end of this summer, 
another set of events compounded 
the importance of global warming 
in my mind. There were two 
unprecedentedly large brown outs 
across the Southwest. The media 
was full of excuses from the indus- 
tries and moanings about com- 
munication failures being at fault, 
but I think it wasn't a matter of 
relay stations not telling others 
when they ran into problems. I 
think it was a powerful indicator 
of a system of energy use that is out 
of balance, and human reliance 
on the comforts of, among other 
things, air conditioners. 

This brings me around to why 1 
am finally bothering to write: Dar- 


self continue to hold great reli- 
gious significance for the Pueblo 
people. 

We are asking that everyone con- 
cerned about the continued exist- 
ence of hawk species write Mayor 
Martin Chavez, One Civic Plaza, 
Albuquerque, NM 87102. Please 
forward a copy to your Congres- 
sional Representative. It is rumored 
that an attempt may be made to 
push federal legislation through 
congress to get these roads built. 
Please ask that both of these roads 
not be built. The Petroglyph Na- 
tional Monument belongs to all 
the people of the United States, so 
your voice does count! Please speak 
out against this injustice. 


them to help clean up human 
litter from the woods, plant new 
forest and legally close off roads 
into wilderness. Not one person 
was interested in doing some 
real hands on conservation 
work. The EF! people out West 
appear to be real conservation- 
ists doing a great job but your 
NY City branch is all phony. 
Are you for freedom not censor- 
ship and have the courage to 
print this in the EF! Journal. 

Mr. Jerry Kerwin 
Bronx, N.Y. 

PS What if Central Parkin N.Y.C. 
was under attack, 1 guess EF! would 
do nothing about that also. 


Jersey 

Dear Earth Firstiers, 

I don't know who to direct this 
request to, as it doesn't pertain to 
your magazine (journal) per se. 

However, I do wish you'd alert 
any Northeast Earth First! cadres 
of a terrible calamity about to be- 
fall Northwest Essex County, New 
Jersey. 

I'm speaking about the immi- 
nent public hearings on the Essex 
County Improvement (sic) 
Authority's plan to develop the 
Hilltop tract, and the adjacent 
Essex County Hospital grounds, a 
rough total of 619 acres. 

Now, by Western US or Alaskan 
scales, this is infinitesimal, I know; 
but in congested old Essex County, 
this is a veritable endless prairie! 

Of all things, these rascals want 
high-income housing (we're al- 
ready lousy with the unproduc- 
tive), a jjolf course(!), which goes 
without saying would be used by a 
few, and other unsightly develop- 
ments. 

These would replace a largely 
overgrown hilltop, lush with trees 
and grass, flora and fauna and a 
beautiful old hospital tract com- 
plete with 100-yr. old stately build- 
ings, winding quiet roads, fields, 
woods and other soothing sights. 

In a county like this, these quiet 
oases are not to be scoffed at! 

Anyway, if I know County Exec. 
Jim Treffinger, the Board of Free- 
holders and the ECIA, these meet- 


is created and soon a "green" cor- 
poration is there compromising 
with the industry corporations. 
Take a look at the million dollar 
groups. TheSienaClubonly within 
the last year voted to restrict all 
clearcutting on public land. A little 
late huh guys? Greenpeace has 
been compromising with Republi- 
cans and Corporate fishing fleets 
and good old Clinton to draft the 
"Dolphin Death Bill." What a pa- 
thetic gang the PIRG's have be- 
come. In Oregon, OSPIRG is so 
nervous to risk losing some public 
funds, they refuse to take a stand 
on logging, salmon issues and fail 
to even personally address the cri- 
sis. A Pacific Northwest PIRG not 
addressing forest issues. They claim 
to be the states leading environ- 
mental group. What in the hell is 
going on? 

Fund-raising deceit and greed 
distort any environmental focus. 
A philosophy based on hypocrisy 
is not a foundation for strength. 
The public needs to cut the fat 
from the porkchop. With a few 
good critics and a new radical 
Green political movement arising, 
there is hope. Let's just hope the 
new folks can avoid the fungus. 

— Crow 

Oily Ozone Science 

Dear SFB, 

In the Beltane issue of '96, there 
was a nice article on a not-nice 
topic, ozone depletion and global 


ling concerned individuals, please 
evaluate your own energy con- 
sumption, the choices you make 
in your own life-style every single 
fucking day. Could you use less? 
Please try. Bicycle, walk. Go ahead 
and take the time; you 


Sincerely, 

— Lauren Ornelas Sullivan, 
National Campaign Coordinator, 
In Defense of Animals (Member of 
the Petroglyph National Monu- 
ment Protection Coalition) 


Are Not Either 

Dear People: 

I am pleased to respond to Mr. 
Kirwan's letter and try to 
straighten out his misconceptions 
about Wetlands and EF! First, I 
would like to point out the 


can give yourself the op- 
portunity to smell the 
roses and grow stronger 
at the same time. Evalu- 
ate your use of a quotient 
I call 'earth energy,' the 
cost of a thing or service 
in terms of how much 
and how many impacts 
have been made on the 
earth in order for that 
thing or service to be 
available to you. 

It's all well and good to 
piss and moan about the 
impact corporations 
make on the environ- 
ment, and it is good to 
protest those violations 
publicly. But don't blind 
yourself to your own con- 
tributions, or to the 
power you have to affect 
those corporations by de- 
priving them of your dol- 
lars and implicit support. 
Every day is earth day, 
Love, 

—Jib 

Ferruginous 

Hawk 



I salutation, "Dear Sir, " 
with its insensitive gender 
bias. Next, it appears that 
Jerry "joined" Earth First!, 
which is a good indicator 
that he has not understood 
certain things about the 
EF! movement. As for look- 
ing like "hippie drug 
freaks, " I can only say we 
are not as "freaky" look- 
ing as some base camp 
participants, but we have 
plenty of folks who are! 
Later, his real reason for 
writing this letter becomes 
clear. He is upset because 
no one wanted to come up 
to the Bronx and work with 
him. He tried to interest 
people in this issue by 
making announcements 
and handing out hand- 
o written flyers with news 
| clips. / encouraged him to 
5" make a letter-writing facts 
| sheets and/or petition, 
£ which he never produced. 
& He was advised by me and 
the EF! Journal editors 
Craig! that it would help to pro- 
duce an article, which he has yet 
to write. Yet, he was very con- 


ings will be rigged complete with warming. The author indicated an Dear Editor: 


Dear Sir, 


cemed that no one would clean 


county cronies and their minions 
shouting, etc. 

We need a squad of vocal and 
humorous nay-sayers on our side — 
who better than the legendary 
Earth First! troops? 

Please help if you can. 

Sincerely, 

— J. Gasp 

Money is the Root 

A fungus has creeped into the 
roots of environmentalism. A fun- 
gus so stealth and silent, many of 
the victims are oblivious to their 
ailment. Like a malignant cancer- 
ous tumor, some "green" national 
environmental groups must be 
removed from the body. Fungus is 
a metaphor to describe the phi- 
losophy of compromise. To com- 
promise in a cause is to lose the 
very reason of the resistance. In 
compromising, a level of coopera- 
tion is established. Once you are 
cooperating, the fight is weakened, 
if not completely eliminated. 

As an experienced fund-raiser 
and activist, I have worked for 
several environmental groups. 
Many different campaigns and is- 
sues. There was a similar theme 
with the groups that were located 


indebtedness to an Harper's article 
which appeared in their Decem- 
ber 1995 issue. But I was astounded 
at how few of the dirty dealing 
money grubbing details were trans- 
mitted. I let it slide, did not write 
to emphasize points the article 
had made about consortiums of 
power industries supporting in 
comfortable circumstances scien- 
tists who downplay the danger 
and eminence of global warming. 
(One Dr. Richard Lindzen charges 
oil and coal interests $2,500 a day 
for consulting services and a 1991 
trip to Washington, DC to testify 
before a Senate committee was 
funded by Western Fuels, an ag- 
gressive player in the 
disinformation game.) The insur- 
ance industry has countering in- 
formation, which makes global 
climate change palpable in eco- 
nomic terms: during the 1980s an 
average of 3 billion dollars per year 
were paid out to victims of natural 
disaster, and so far in this decade 
the average has been 10 billion per 
year. 

I found these figures astound- 
ing, andhelpful in arguments with 
friends who wish to avoid respond- 
ing to this crisis by changing their 
life-styles, but I didn't write. Then, 


The ferruginous hawk needs our 
help! The mayor of Albuquerque, 
New Mexico wants to build two 
roads through Petroglyph National 
Monument. This monument was 
created by Congress to preserve 
the natural beauty of the land and 
its wildlife from the threats of ur- 
banization. 

According to the National Park 
Service impact statement, if one 
of the roads, Unser Boulevard, is 
forced through the monument, 
the ferruginous hawk would suf- 
fer. Developing certain sites, 
combined with the adjacent de- 
velopment and the city's con- 
struction of Unser, would elimi- 
nate the hawk as a breeding spe- 
cies in this area and would con- 
tribute to the overall decline of 
the ferruginous hawk nation- 
wide." (Impacts of Implement- 
ing Alternative 3, page 203) 

In addition to blatant disre- 
gard for this species of hawk, 
the roads will also disturb a sa- 
cred site for native people. The 
Petroglyph National Monument 
contains thousands of ancient 
rock carvings created by ances- 
tors of today's Pueblo Indians. 
The drawings and the land it- 


The reason I joined EF! was 
because 1 believed it to be an 
honest and dedicated conserva- 
tion group. Unlike the big na- 
tional groups I view as very weak 
and corrupt and often enemies 
of the natural world. After be- 
ing active with your NY City 
group for about a year I find 
them to be more full of bullshit 
than anything else. I believe 
they organize all these demon- 
strations just to get EF! on the 
news. I do realize the benefits of 
media coverage, read on. Most 
of the EF! activists look like hip- 
pie drug freaks straight out of 
the 1960s. I believe their cause 
of rebellion is directed more at 
mom and dad than at our en- 
emies. 

What do I base this all on? 
Here within the limits of NY 
City lies Van Cortland Park, a 
1,146 acre park under attack 
from development of a huge 
water plant. A park with picnic 
grounds, ball-fields, and a num- 
ber of acres of possibly old 
growth forest which your NYC 
wetland group has no real in- 
terest in trying to save (a local 
issue). Why no media attention, 
etc.. Plus I requested help from 


litter in Van Cortland Park and 
"legally close roads" — a process 
he has yet to fully describe. He 
could not tell us about the politi- 
cal process or deadline for the wa- 
ter filtration plant, but wanted to 
cleanup litter instead of attending 
hearings, demonstrating (or god- 
dess forbid) direct actions! 

People who think that EF! will 
come in like some Big 10 enviro. 
will always be disappointed. I 
wholeheartedly pray that Mr. 
Kirwan and other new EFIers read 
some books and go to some EF! 
gatherings or at least some old 
growth forests. It is difficult enough 
having an EF! center in a city, let 
alone in NYC, without this ridicu- 
lous criticism. We have been an 
EF! center for over six years and 
have conducted dozens of demos 
(and c.d.s) some of which appeared 
in this Journal and more impor- 
tantly in mainstream media. And 
that's no "bullshit, " Mr. Kirwan. 
We will continue to host perform- 
ers/road shows and encourage any- 
one coming to NYC to come to our 
7 pm meetings every Tuesday. 

For the Earth, 
— James and everyone at 
Wetlands Preserve 
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Action for Nuclear Abolition 
Healing Global Wounds 


Stoltmann Wilderness, Shell Oil 
and a Plea for Money 


Building upon the success of last 
year's Nuclear Abolition Summit and 
Healing Global Wounds Gatherings, 
we invite you to take part in Action for 
Nuclear Abolition. Join activists from 
around the world to defend Mother 
Earth and celebrate our commitment 
to nuclear abolition by the year 2000. 
Gathering at the Nevada Test Site pro- 
vides Us an opportunity to learn about 
energizing communities with nonvio- 
lent direct action and events. 

Action Training Camp ‘March 23-26 
Come to the mountains overlooking 
the Nevada Test Site. Take part in non- 
violent action, media skills and cam- 
paign organizers trainings; join affin- 
ity groups; and plan for nonviolent 
direct actions at the Nevada Test Site. 
Healing Global Wounds»March 27-30 
Join this multicultural gathering to 
end the nuclear age. Hear directly from 
indigenous victims and anti-nuke ex- 
perts. The gathering will include edu- 
cational workshops, alliance building, 
ceremony and action. Network with 
key leaders and groups in the anti- 
nuclear movement. 


The events will culminate on March 
31 with the Critical Mass Action to 
Break the Nuclear Chain. All partici- 
pants from Lenten Desert Experience, 
Healing Global Wounds and Action 
for Nuclear Abolition are invited to 
join in a day of unity to shut the 
Nevada Test Site down. 

Nonviolent Direct Action Camp 
March 31-April 4 

Five days of creative nonviolent di- 
rect action including blockades, parades 
and actions. On April Fool's Day (April 
1), solidarity actions will be held across 
the nation, including a national call-in 
day to the White House demanding 
that the Nevada Test Site be shut down! 

These events involve camping in the 
desert and hands-on experience. Please 
register early so we can send you a 
complete participant's guide. Contact 
Shundahai Network at 4633 Paradise 
Rd. Suite B, Las Vegas, NV; (702) 796- 
3835; e-mail shundahi@intermind.net; 
http://www.macronet.org/macronet/ 
shundahai/. To register for Healing 
Global Wounds call (408) 338-0147; or 
e-mail hgw@lol.shareworld.com. 


Announcing the formation of Coast Mountains EFH We're not new, but we 
changed our name, have a new banner and new issues that we're working on. 
Our main focus is the international Shell Oil boycott in support of the Ogoni 
people of Nigeria. 

We are also trying to prevent the destruction of the Randy Stoltmann 
Wilderness Area by INTERFOR (International Forest Products). The Stoltmann 
contains four unlogged valleys and watersheds abundant with wildlife. One 
valley in particular, the Upper Elaho, is an excellent wildlife corridor and 
wintering spot for black bears, wolves, cougars, pine martens, elk, deer, etc. This 
valley contains BC's third largest Douglas fir, the "Elaho Giant." 

In 1996, the BC government set up the Regional Public (yeah, right) 
Advisory Committee (RPAC) to reach political consensus on which of BC's 
wilderness areas would be preserved as park land and which areas would be 
developed or logged. The committee's goal was to protect only 12 percent of 
the lower mainland's land base and that is all they did. According to the BC 
Premier Glen Clarke, the land that was designated by RPAC as park land is all 
that will be set aside, forever! Of the proposed Stoltmann Wilderness Area, 
they protected only 55,000 hectares! The area that was protected only 
encompasses two narrow, rocky valleys, leaving four lush valleys open for 
logging by INTERFOR. The logging is scheduled to start in the spring of 1997. 

If you're interested in helping out in person or by donating to us, please drop 
us a line or give us a call. And please, write letters to those who are causing this 
destruction: Premier Glen Clarke, Legislative Buildings, Victoria, BC, Canada 
V8V 1X4; and William Sauder (CEO INTERFOR), 3500-1055 Dunsmuir St., POB 
49114, Vancouver, BC, Canada. 

If you're thinking of taking a trip in the spring, think of southwestern British 
Columbia and we'll smash the state, Canadian style. Coast Mountains EF!, POB 
128, 1472 Commercial Dr., Vancouver, BC, Canada V5L 3X9; (604) 708-9660. 


Siskiyou Ecology Conference 


Ancient Forest 



May 30-June 1 

The Belt Building, Kirby, Oregon 


This is the first conference on the 
ecology of the Siskiyou and Klamath 
Mountains. Presentations will cover a 
broad spectrum of topics, including 
past and current research on regional 
flora and fauna, the botanical signifi- 
cance of the area, unique geological 
features and historical changes influ- 
encing the integrity of the region. 
There will also be educational work- 
shops and field trips to areas of eco- 
logical interest. 

Call for Abstracts: 

We encourage anyone interested in 
presenting talks or posters at the con- 
ference to send an abstract of 300 
words or less. Abstracts are due on or 
before March 1. Please note whether 
abstract is for an oral presentation or 
poster session. 


Keynote speakers include Dr. Art 
Kruckeberg, University of Washington, 
who will discuss the natural history of 
serpentine vegetation in the Siskiyous; 
and Dr. Frank Lang, Southern Oregon 
State College, discussing the history of 
botanical exploration in the Siskiyous. 

The conference is being coordinated 
by Siskiyou Regional Education Project 
and cosponsored by the Southern Or- 
egon State College Biology Depart- 
ment and the Oregon Caves National 
Monument. 

To submit abstracts or receive regis- 
tration information, contact Jennifer 
Beigel and Erik Jules, c/o Siskiyou 
Project at POB 220, Cave Junction, OR 
97523; (541) 592-4459; e-mail 
ejules@umich.edu; http://darkwing. 
uoregon.edu/~bartj/siskiyous. 


HUMANURE 

H A W n R n n K A GUIDE TO COMPOSTING HUMAN MANURE 
** ^ ° ^ 198 pages, perfectbound. Indexed, Ulus. 

“An eco-luddlte, anarchists potty training manual. ” (Earth First! Journal) 

“Finally we have a comprehensive book on recycling human excrement without 
chemicals, high technology, or pollution. Well written, practical, and thoroughly 

researched. . . “ (VM>ote Earth Review) 

“This book answers every question anyone could have about 
managing a compost toilet and compost pile. “ (Vfeterworics) 

“Jenkins provides a convincing case that human waste can and 
should be a safe composting material. ” (Mother Earth News) 

“. . . almost certain to become a classic In its field. This 
book should be required reading ..." (Countryside Journal) 

. .outrageous humor and brilliant, diligent research. This Is 
one book that could save the world I" (Permaculture Drylands Journal) 

$23.00 postpaid JENKINS PUBLISHING 
PO BOX 607, GROVE CITY, PA 16127 
800-689-3233 (2copies = $38 ppd) 



February 13-16 

Southern Oregon State College • Ashland, Oregon 

The 6th annual Ancient Forest Conference will review the Salvage Rider and 
the fall elections. We will plan our strategies for protecting our forests. 

Topics for open discussion will include youth empowerment, positioning the 
movement and the message, civil disobedience, direct action skills, "eco- 
forestry," questioning the concept of "forest plans," and a Zero Cut campaign 
update and strategy session. There will also be on-going displays with photos, 
maps, videos and demonstrations. 

Other Conference '97 highlights: Susana Santos, traditional Tygh fishing- 
woman, will speak on actions defending sacred sites and present her slideshow, 
The Crucifixion of the Sacred. Tarso Ramos of the Western States Center will speak 
on the Wise Use Movement and present a workshop on Coalition Building for 
Political Power. Andy Stahl, director of AFSEEE, will give a presentation about 
the connection between logging and landslides. Dr. Mary Gomes from Sonoma 
State University will present an ecopsychology workshop. 

For further information contact Headwaters at 84 4th St., Ashland, OR 9 7520; 
(541) 482-4459; fax 482-7282; e-mail headwtrs@mind.net 


Adopt i McDonald's 

For the past six years there has been 
an ongoing lawsuit against a couple of 
activists who passed out informational 
leaflets about nutrition and deforesta- 
tion at a McDonald’s in England. When 
McDonald's sued them for libel, the 
activists turned around and started a 
hugely successful campaign to expose 
McDonald’s lies and misinformation. 
Join the campaign by adopting a 
McDonald’s near you! 

The McLibel Support Campaign 
“Adopt a Store” is a new project in which 
people adopt McDonald’s restaurants 
to picket and pass out information. 

For information contact the McLibel 
Support Campaign at 5 Caledonian 
Road, London NG1 3HW, England; 
(0115) 958 5666. 


FORESTS ARE NOT FOR LOGGING 
bumper stickers - white on green 
send $2 per sticker to: 

Corroding Conformity Stickers 
2938 E. Walnut #8 
Pott Angeles, WA 98362 



LIVE WITH FRIENDS 

AS NEIGHBORS 

IN A RURAL CO-HOUSING COMMUNITY 

• 124 Acres near Moab with creek, springs 

• Private and common land ownership 

• Environmental and Social sustainability 

• Consensus Decisions 

-Seeking Members - Send SASE Box 

1171 Moab, Utah 84532 




fe 


Volunteers prison reform activist and organizer 
needed. Must have drivers license and office 
skills. Legal/paralegal skills a plus. 

Contact Ronald Davidson, POB 618 #76A1 166, 
Auburn, NY 13024-9000 
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Announcements Pages! 


Direct Action Defense Fund 

As animal liberation activities continue to spread across the nation, so shall 
attacks by law enforcement to stop them. In the US, the ALF is credited with 
shutting down the nation's largest fur farm research center and putting dozens 
of fur retailers out of business. It is indisputable that direct action on behalf of 
animals is effective in stopping animal abuse. 

This past spring in Washington, DC, thousands voiced their approval and 
recognition of the ALF and the nonviolent, illegal actions conducted by the 
animal rights movement. This army of compassion has rescued thousands from 
certain death on fur ranches, factory farms and research laboratories across the 
nation. It's time to prove your support by contributing to a fund established 
solely to help get ALF activists out of jail once arrested. You have supported 
them in voice, now support them in action. No one deserves to be incarcerated, 
interrogated and intimidated by police for placing life before property, and this 
is how you can help. 

A fund has been set up by the North American Animal Liberation Front 
Supporters Group, the Animal Liberation League and Rod Coronado that will 
offer immediate aid to those arrested for illegal animal liberation activities. Too 
often activists are arrested and no one is able to help them post bail. That is the 
purpose of this fund. You will receive no newsletter, no buttons or bumper 
stickers; 100 percent of your contribution will be used to help those who have 
helped animals. Show the direct action warriors they are not forgotten. 

Send contributions to the Direct Action Defense Fund, POB 57357, Tucson, A Z 
85732-7357; (520) 795-5171. 


THE GREAT 

AMERICAN MEATOUT 
MARCH 21 

Each year, Americans in all 50 states 
organize events and call on their 
friends and neighbors to sign the 
Meatout pledge. The signers pledge 
to “kick the meat habit on March 21 
(first day of spring), at least for the 
day, and to explore a less violent diet.” 

The intensive practices used today 
in raising animals for food have dev- 
astating impacts on consumer health, 
animal welfare and the environment. 
Yet, the meat industry continues to 
manipulate our diet through the “four 
basic food groups” and slick advertis- 
ing campaigns. The purpose of the 
Great American Meatout is to provide 
American consumers with a contrast- 
ing point of view and to promote more 
balanced and judicious food choices. 

The great American Meatout has 
been organized by the Farm Animal 
Reform Movement, a national public 
interest group, since 1985. For more 
information contact the Farm Animal 
Reform Movement at POB 30654, 
Bethesda, MD 20824. 


(Liberation 

Collective 

Anniversary 

Come take part in an extraordinary 
demonstration of active nonviolence 
in Portland, Oregon, March 27-29. 
The Liberation Collective, an all vol- 
unteer, nonprofit organization link- 
ing social justice movements to end 
ail oppression, is holding an anniver- 
sary celebration. 

The focus of this three-day gather- 
ing will be intense demonstrations 

against animal research facilities. The 
highlight of the event will be an 
enormous street parade complete 
with music, puppets, theater and les- 
sons in active nonviolence. Guest 
speakers from throughout the ani- 
mal liberation movement will give 
presentations, with live music sched- 
uled each evening. Delicious veg- 
etarian food will be provided by Food 
Not Bombs. All are welcome, please 
join us. For more information, please 
contact the Liberation Collective at 
POB 9055, Portland, OR 97207; (503) 
230-9990; fax 460-9017; e-mail 
libcoll@aracnet.com 


Earth First! 1997 Calendar SSS 


Left Bank Distribution 



Radical anarchist & alternative books, pamphlets & zines. 
1404 18th Ave, Seattle, WA98122 (206)322-2868 
Call or write fora free catalog! 


A Gathering in Solidarity with 
Indigenous People and the Earth 

March 16-23 • Victoria, Australia 

As global economic forces move in to all regions of the planet, indigenous people 
and the earth are under assault on all fronts. The Indigenous Solidarity Group is a 
new group active in supporting the indigenous struggle in Australia and overseas. 

The Indigenous Solidarity Group is sponsoring a gathering with the theme "A 
Gathering in Solidarity with Indigenous People and the Earth. " The hope of the 
organizers is to draw indigenous people and environmental/social activists 
together to discuss strategies to counter the economic forces that are threaten- 
ing indigenous communities and the global environment. 

The annihilation of indigenous peoples and their culture cannot be sepa- 
rated from the destruction of nature. If everyone comes together, we will be 
unstoppable! We look forward to hearing from you soon and hope that you 
will be able to join us in attending and supporting this gathering. For more 
information and registration forms for the gathering, contact the Indigenous 
Solidarity Group at POB 222, Fitzroy, 3065, Australia; (03) 9419 8700; fax (03) 
9416 2081; e-mail foefitzroy@peg.apc.org. 


Cascadians Gear Up for Spring 


It was a hell of a year, with arrests 
that we expected, weddings we didn't, 
radicals producing TV shows, and the 
Sierra Club pushing for Zero Cut. 
There's been jail "riots," Cascadians 
running for state legislature, Warner 
Creek "saved," arms broken, and tim- 
ber sales auctioned behind shield-bear- 
ing, gas-masked and baton-weilding 
constabularies. This year, Cascadia For- 
est Defenders (CFD) and Southern 
Willamette EF! went to the "state Capi- 
tol" and demonstrated politely (apart 
from a slight mudslide). Could this be 
southern Cascadia, the center of sub- 
version, sedition, and secession? 

Sure as clearcuts cause landslides! 
We've got: 

A ship load of timber sales to fight; 
a weekly TV program; and an educa- 
tion project filling the minds of the 
southern Willamette Valley's grade- 
and high-schoolers with forest issues, 
eco-sustainability, multinational mal- 
feasance and activism. We now even 
have a real office/work space. 

We need: 

Help! More steady, hard-core bodies 
to settle in, learn and join the pack. 
Kevlar personality, patience and dry 
sense of humor a plus. Self-sufficiency, 
motivation, endurance and a psychotic 
level of stubbornness a must. Send us 
money if you can't send your self. 

We are also looking for folks to dis- 
tribute tapes of our 6-month-old cable- 
access TV show, "Cascadia Alive." (If 
the forests wanted television, this is 
what they'd ask for!) We welcome vid- 
eos from other watersheds to broadcast. 

We really need another video camera 

The Caretaker Gazette is a unique 
newsletter containing job openings, 
advice & information for property 
caretakers, housesitters & landowners 
Published since 1983, each issue has 
80+ property caretaking job oppor- 
tunities, worldwide.Property caretak- 
ers enjoy rent-free living in desirable 
locations.OnlySl 5/half yr, or$24/ yr. 


1 845 Deane- 
EF, Pullman WA 991 63 .Credit card 
orders, please call: (509) 332-0806. 



(HI-8 would be excellent, but we'll take 
anything), video tapes and batteries. 
We could also use a slide projector, C.B. 
radios with antennas or hand-held ra- 
dios, camo and winter clothing, dried 
food, a new tranny for our jeep, chain 
saw, cable, winch, static line, cargo net- 
ting, the gasoline crediot card of some- 
one you don't like, etc... 

We're not a 501c(3); we depend on 
scrounged dollars and donated equip- 
ment to do our work. Yer bucks don't 
go to anything other than getting the 
word to people and action to the woods. 

We've got the CFD Roadpecker and 
Cascadia Rising T-shirts, too (specify 
size and design, $12 or free with large 
donation). Donations can be ear- 
marked for Cascadia Alive!, the 
Cascadia Ecology Education Project 
or CFD's general fund. 

Send fan mail, large sums of cash, 
other donations, questions and info 
to CFD at POB 11122, Eugene, OR, 
97440; phone/fax (541) 746-2427; 
mickey@efn.org; http://www.igc.org/ 
cascadia and to Southern Willamette 
EF! at POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440, 
(541) 343-7305; swef@efn.org. 

"DOE" FAMILY REUNION #2! 

Expect the usual mayhem at the 
Second "Doe" Family Reunion during 
the L.A.W. Conference at the U of 
Oregon in Eugene (more specifically, 
the Warehouse, Saturday, 3/15). We'll 
be presenting an evening of great music, 
entertainment, regional stuff and 
homebeers for nothing but the chance 
to support Southern Willamette EF! and 
the Cascadians. Yeah, we're suggesting 
ya donate: $3 - $1,000, sliding scale. 

TIMBER FRAME 
STRAW-BALE & STRAW- 
CLAY WORKSHOP April 
16-20, 1997. Led by Robert 
LaPorte, a Natural Home Builder, 
with several years experience. We 
will be raising the walls on a 
community building in a co- 
housing community. Located in a 
remote, wilderness setting with 
creeks near Moab, Utah. Camping 
available on site. For more 
information call (505) 986-5847 or 
326 Staab St. Santa Fe, NM 87501. 
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Post World Handbook 


Poetry Review 

Bum the Cages by Davey Garland 


review by Drooling Mongrel 

It has long been said that the radical 
ecology movement needs a band that 
can encapsulate in sound the rage we 
feel in the face of global environmen- 
tal degradation. jTchkung! fills this 
niche, and their new CD, "Post World 
Handbook" is an all out sonic assault. 

Elements of Moroccan, country, 
Taiko, Irish and industrial music are 
combined to smash any preconcep- 
tions of jTchkung! as a rock band. 
Banal political hardcore this ain't. 
The drumming and percussion is cen- 
tral to their sound and they clearly 
have an intimate knowledge of many 
styles from different cultural tradi- 
tions. Violin, electric bass, keyboards, 
didjeridu, chanting, screaming and 
sheet metal add to the vast 
soundscape. Their live shows include 
audience participation, live theater 
and pyrotechnics. Having seen nu- 
merous performances I wondered how 
they would translate to pure audio. 
While past cassettes and an EP never 
seemed to capture the catharsis of 
their live shows, "Post World Hand- 
book" is incredibly successful at docu- 
menting their raw essence. 

The CD opens with a didjeridu- 
based trance that builds into the revo- 
lutionary anthem "Crashing the Sys- 
tem Down." 

"Feral" is about the Yukon wolf kill: 
"Poison shot trapped, it's all Murder/ 
You're real brave from your helicop- 
ter/ Aerial Predator control is cowards 
taking a murderous toll/You hunt 
down the mountain lion/Poison coy- 


ote trap the bear/Our culture is sav- 
age/Tear down the gates of Rome/ 
Your vision is sterile/If this is civi- 
lized — I'm Feral!" 

"Solidarity" could be an old Wob- 
bly tune and links labor conscious- 
ness with ecological activism with 
an infectious Irish flavored fiddle 
part. "Chao-Wera" is a piece derived 
from drumming traditions in 
Rajastan; and this showcases their 
percussive abilities. "Truck Stop Cof- 
fee" is an all out country hoe-down 
that is a high point of their live 
shows. "Clearcut" advocates forest 
immunology and begins with the 
sound of a chain saw logging old 
growth. In the background the names 
of multinational parasites are listed 
like a mantra, as the call to spiking 
churns over the top. "Hall of the 
Khan" is a hypnotic piece where the 
listener is transported to that very 
place. The CD closes with "Bon 
Jeloud," a swirling mass of drum- 
ming and multicultural influences. 

"Post World Handbook" is intense 
visually with images of industrial waste- 
land, burning forests, ritual symbol- 
ogy, howling wolves, lyrics, manifes- 
tos, spiking instructions, facts about 
forest destruction and images from their 
shows. This CD is an urgent call to the 
end of the millennium, a future primi- 
tive vision in sound and performance. 
See jTchkung! live for the full experi- 
ence, but this is a good place to start. 

For booking info or to buy a CD 
contact jTchkung!, Dept. 949, 1202 E. 
Pike, Seattle, WA 98122; (206) 292- 
1648; e-mail tchkung@speakeasy.org. 


REVIEW BY SNAGGLETOOTH 

Bum the Cages is the second book of 
poems by Davey Garland. As one of the 
founders of EF! UK, Garland has a long 
history as an activist and organizer 
working on behalf of animal 
liberation and labor- 
movement issues. His 
first compilation of 
poetry, Eco-Wars 
was published in 
1993. It was a 
benefit for 
those in- 
volved in the 
McLibel 2 
case. In keep- 
ing with his 
dedication to 
the movement 
and commitment 
to supporting fellow 
activists, the proceeds 
from Garland's new book 
are going to help the Gandalf 
Six. (GA(a)ndALF/Green Anarchist and 
Animal Liberation Front). 

The Gandalf Six are Animal Libera- 
tion Front officers Robin Web and 
Simon Russell and four editors of the 
Green Anarchist newspaper. A tough 
year of raids and harassment in 1995 
culminated in their arrest in January 
1996. Because the cops can't stop 
people from working on behalf of ani- 
mal liberation, they are now trying to 
stop people from reporting about it. 


Exercising rights to free speech and 
association has gotten the Gandalf Six 
charged with conspiracy to incite 
criminal damage. 

Bum the Cages is a reflection of the 
passion and militancy found on the 
front lines of activism in the 
UK, and Garland's 19 
new poems and 
verses are sure to 
incite even more 
action. From 
poems like 
Night of the 
Elfin to No 
Retreat to the 
Mountains, 
Garland's 
words are 
rousing and 
inspirational. 
The British 
government's ha- 
rassment of the sup- 
porters of animal/earth 
liberation and the unjust 
arrest of the Gandalf Six represents 
an authoritarian attempt to 
criminalize direct action in particu- 
lar and the protest culture in gen- 
eral. This must be resisted, and 
Garland's poetry truly brings that 
point home. Please buy this book. Be 
inspired by the poetry and help the 
defense of the Gandalf Six. 

Send $5 dollars (more welcome) to 
Green Anarchist at POB 407, 
Camberley, GUI 5 3FL UK. 



debut CD on Tim/Kerr Records 



a tribal-industrial assault on the music of the world 
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ECO-MUSIC 

Austin Lounge Lizards 

Lizard Vision (LIVE!); Paint Me on Velvet- 
Highway Cafe of the Damned; Creatures From 
the Black Saloon TAPES— $12 • CDS— $17 

Darryl Cherney 

Timber; They Sure Don't Make Hippies Like 
They Used To!; I Had to Be Bom This Century 
TAPES— $12 

Alice Di Micele 

Naked; Searching; Too Controversial; It's a 
Miracle (tape only); Make a Change (tape only) 
TAPES— $12 • CDS— $16 

Citizen 's Band 

Pocket Full of Rocks; Smash the State TAPES — $12 

EXIT-13 

Don't Spare the Green Love; Ethos Music CDS— $12 

Robert Hoyt 

Dumpster Diving Across America; As American 
As You (NOW ON CD!) TAPES— $10 • CDS— $15 

Timothy Hull 

NEW! Brightness on Brightness CD— $17 

Greg Keeler 

Enquiring Minds; Post-Modem Blues; Bad Science 
Fiction; Talking Sweet Bye & Bye; Songs of Fishing, 
Sheep and Guns in Montana TAPES — $9 

Dana Lyons 

Cows with Guns; Turn of the Wrench; Animal 
(tape only); At Night they Howl at the Moon — 
Environmental Songs for Kids (with John Seed) 
TAPES— $12 • CDS— $16 

Peg Millett 

Clear Horizon; Gentle Warrior (tape only) 

TAPES— $12 • CD— $17 

Ned Mudd and his Rustic Band 

Fine Time in America TAPE — only $8 

Casey Neill 

Pawprints (tape only); Riffraff TAPES — $12 • CD — $16 

Bill Oliver 

Texas Oasis TAlPE — only $8 
Woodpecker Rebellion TAPE — only $5 

Joanne Rand 

Choosing Sides; Home (tape only); The Monkey 
Puzzle (w/Little Big Band) TAPES— $12 • CDS — $16 

Walkin ' Jim Stoltz 

The Vision; A Kid for the Wild; Listen to the Earth; 
Forever Wild; Spirit Is Still On The Run TAPES — $9 

Tree 

Earth First! Profits Last! TAPE — only $7 


wmMtiwm iim bumper- 

jewelry STICKERS 


Inch-long, highly detailed silver monkeywrenches 
made by a movement artist who melts down 
silverware she liberates from the CEOs of multi- 
national corporations. Very stylish. 

• Dangle earring — $12 each 

• Post earring — $10 each 

• Lapel pin/tie tack — $10 

• Pendant on silver chain — $15 

T-SHIRTS 

(All t-shirts are 100% cotton and available in medium, 
large and extra large. For XXL add an additional $3.) 

ARM & WRENCH (now in stock!) 

•NEW* Multi-color on Yellow/Gold — $15 

Earth First! Fist 

Green on Unbleached — $12 
Black on Kelly Green — $12 
Multi-color on Forest Green — $15 
Multi-color on Black— $15 
•NEW* Green with White on Black — $12 

Earth First! Tools 

Black on Unbleached — $12 

No Fucking Compromise 

White on Black — $12 

Eagle 

•NEW* Black on Unbleached — $12 

A Higher Law: 

Unbroken Wilderness Forever 

Multi-color on Unbleached — $12 

Visualize Direct Action 

Black and White on Unbleached — $12 


All bumperstickers $1.00 
unless otherwise indicated 

NEW! »END CORPORATE DOMINANCE 
NEW! •I’M POLLUTING THE PLANET 
NEW! »MONKEYWRENCH THE MILLENNIUM 

•AMERICAN WILDERNESS: 

LOVE IT OR LEAVE IT ALONE 
•ANOTHER MORMON ON DRUGS 
•“ANTI-GRAZING ASSORTMENT” 

(on non-removable paper @ $3/doz) 

•COPULATE DON’T POPULATE 
•DARWIN (words inside fish w/ legs) 

•DEVELOPERS GO BUILD IN HELL 
•DON’T LIKE ENVIRONMENTALISTS? 

PUT THEM OUT OF WORK 
•DREAM BACK THE BISON, SING BACK THE SWAN 
•EARTH FIRST! 

•HAYDUKE LIVES! 

•I’D RATHER BE MONKEYWRENCHING 
•IF YOUR PECKER WAS AS SMALL AS MINE, 

YOU’D NEED A MUSCLE WAGON, TOO 
(on non-removable paper @ .50 ea) 

•LOVE YOUR MOTHER, DON’T BECOME A FATHER 
•LOVE YOUR MOTHER, DON’T BECOME ONE 
•NATIVE (w/ blue and green earth graphic) j jHT\ 
•NATURE BATS LAST |R| 

•NOT POLITICALLY CORRECT g| M 

•PAY YOUR RENT, WORK FOR THE EARTH |MJ 
•QUESTION TECHNOLOGY Mw 

•REAL MEN DON’T SHOOT WOLVES |M 

•REAL MEN GET VASECTOMIES 
•RESIST MUCH, OBEY LITTLE J 1 

•SAVE THE DAMMED SALMON Ji 1 

•SAVE THE WILD iSHf 

•STOP CLEARCUTTING g|H 

•STOP CLEARCUTTING 
ton non-removable paoer @ .50 ea) 

•STOP PUBLIC LANDS RANCHING I L— / 

•STOP THE FOREST SERVICE, KfM 

SAVE OUR WILD COUNTRY i 

•SUBVERT THE DOMINANT PARADIGM ITT U 
•THANK YOU FOR NOT BREEDING 
•THINK GLOBALLY, ACT LOCALLY 
•VISUALIZE INDUSTRIAL COLLAPSE 


Fist Patch 

Quality 3-inch patches for your 
daypack, jacket or your butt! 
Earth First! Fist— $3 

Rubber Stamps 

Sturdy wood-block stamps 
made from unfinished scrap. 
Earth First! Fist— $5 
Earth First! Tools — $5 


Fist Caps 

Block harmful UV radiation 
and look damn cool doing it! 
Collect all four! 

(100% cotton, adjustable) 
Tan — $12 
Desert Camo — $12 
Brown Forest Camo— $12 
Green Forest Camo— $12 


Silent Agitators 

Little 1.5-inch stickers good for 
your bike or your bulldozer. 
Earth First! Fist—30/$2 
Earth First! Tools — 30/$2 
No Deal, Assholes — 30/$2 

Window Stickers 

3-inch stickers for high visability 

EF! FistA/%1 • Anti-Grazing-8/$l 


\ EF! Merchandise Order Form 


I Quantity 


Description 



Clip and send to: EF! Merchandise, | 
FOB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 USA | 
Color Size Price S 
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"... a thorough manual for our 
necessary and fundanumtal 
reinhabitation of self and place, 
a detailed chronicle of our 
separation from body-planet, and 
a map for the journey home. " 

— Lone Wolf Circles 
(a.k.a. Jesse Hardin) 

EarthFirst! Journal 


WM. H. KOTKE 


THE FINAL 

EMPIRE 


"If I were to recommend 
a single Iwok to explain the core 
dilemnuis of the modem world and 
to point the way toward a sane and 
sustainable future, this would be 
it." 

— Richard Heinberg, MuscLetter 


THE COLLAPSE 

OF CIVILIZATION 

THE SEED OF THE FUTURE 


* The book is amazing, what a 
document." 

— Peter llane, Permaculture Activist 


"A necessary and sensible primer 
for the recovery of the planet." 

— North Coast Times Eagle News 


"Hold in its scope." 

— Reflections Magazine 


More than an ecological, 
historical, psychological 
and cultural treatise, 
THE FINAL EMPIRE 
is a comprehensive, 
holistic analysis. 


" Destined to become a classic." 
— Permaculture Edge Magazine 


"Inspires us." 

— Talking Leaves Magazine 


Paperback, 400 pp, 50 illustrations, maps, over 500 foot- 
notes, full index. ISBN 0-963378457 

$20.00 + 3.00 s&h to: 

Arrowpoint Press 

605 S.E. 15th Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97214 


.SUBVERT THE ECONOMY AND (SUPPORT FORE&T ACTION 

DIRTY HANDS GARDEN CLUB 

(formerly Better Homes and Gardens Project) 

GROW ORGANIC FOOD AND MEDICINAL HERBS FOR ACTIVISTS 



HELP CREATE A VISIONARY ORGANIC FARM 
SEND IDEAS, LAND, SEEDS, MONEY, TOOLS 

FOR MORE INFO: 
DIRTY HANDS GARDEN CLUB C/O 
COLD MOUNTAIN, COLD RIVERS 
PO BOX 7941 
Missoula, MT 59807 
(406)728-0867 


Global Warming 
Has Arrived... 

Yet Environmentalism 
Seems Stuck in Traffic. 

R eady 
for real 
alternatives 
to more roads 
and cars? 

Longing for 
an alternative 
to car maga- 
zines and 
media filled 
with car-ads? 

S30/yr. includes Rond Fighters' 

C heck out th© Alerts and membership wilh the 

Alliance for a Paving Moratonutn. 
Auto- Free Tunes Write to Auto-Free Times . P.O. 

and subscribe today. box 4307, Areata. ca 055 is 



RENT S 
THEFT 



todays fastest growing revolutionary move- 
ments. This 150 page paperback encourages 
the reader to take direct action against 
transnational corporate greed by starting your 
own low-powered FM radio station, taking 
back abandoned housing, sharing food with 
ihe hungry and organizing rebellions to free 
your community from corporate control. 
There are detailed diagrams that show you 
how to turn on the water, gas and electricity 
in empty buildings, a guide on how to start an 
unlicensed FM radio station and clear in- 
structions on building giant puppets and 
other essential skills needed to organize re- 
sistance to the global austarity program of 
the corporate police state. 


AVAILABLE THIS FALL 
FOR ONLY $12 INCLUDING POSTAGE 

Food Not Bombs 

3145 Geary Blvd. #12 
San Francisco, CA 941 18 U$A 

1-800-884-1136 


MANY MOONS 



i MENSTRUAL PADS I 

)•«» cotton 


Un-natiiral Menstruation !! 

Toxic Shock Artificial Fragrances 

Dioxins Millions of T ons of Garbage 


Just some of the "benefits" offered to Women by the trans-national 
makers of Disposable pads. There are health and planet Positive 
alternatives; Many Moons is proud to offer Women: 



Washable Pad 
with "wings" 


TOO % Cotton UUoshoble Menstrual Pads/Pan ty liners 
The ’Keeper* Natural Gum Rubber Menstrual Cup 
Non-chlorine bleached single use products 


Free brochure - Call Toll-Free 1-800-916-4444 (24hr/day) 


V. 


Many Moons 

Box 59, 15 - 1594 Fairfield Rd 

Victoria, BC, Canada, V8S 1 GO (we ship worldwide) 


Menstrual Cup 







Paper Company 

American-Milled 
Tree-Free Papers 

Quality payer products made 
with environmental integrity. 
Living Tree Paper Company 
supports the use of alternatives to 
wood for pulp and paper. Our 
products show that earth friendly 
paper can be elegant and archival. 


• heinp • esparto grass • bamboo • 
• agricultural by-products • 

• post-consumer recycled fibers 


TAKE HEART! 


A magazine from urban refugees who 
haven't left civilization. 

Not your standard compost. 

OPINION • FICTION • POETRY 


One of the “ Best New Magazines 
of 1995." -Library Journal 


PROGRESSIVE POLITICS 
ECOLOGICAL PROTECTION 
SOCIAL ACTIVISM 

1 yr. sub. (6 issues), $22; Sample, $4.00 


COUNTRY CONNECTIONS 


Soaking The Good Uto-ForTha Common Good 

P.0. Box 6748, Oept EF; Pine Mountain, CA 93222-6748 
805.242.1047 fax 805.242.5704 
e-mail: countryink@igc.apc.org 
http://swvw.igc.apc.org/cocomag/ 

A Project Of EARTH ALERT, a Nonprofit Corporation. 


Subscribe to the Radical Environmental Jo urnal 


Clip and send to 

Earth First! Journal, Subscriptions, POB H15, Eugene, OR 97440 USA 

O $500 Lifetime Subscription 

CD $25 Regular Rate CD $35 First Class Mail: US, Canada or Mexico 

CD $20 Low Income/Non-Profit/Library CD $35 Brown Bag (First Class in a plain wrapper) 

CD $35 (US$) Surface Mail, International CD $45 (US$) Air Mail, International (no foreign checks, please) 

O $ DONATION O $45 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 

Subscriber Name 



Address 


Eab -tv ' City. 


State 


Zip. 


Country 


The Earth First! Journal subscription list is confidential. If you use an alias, make sure that the post office knows that you, 
or someone, is getting mail at your address under that name or it may not be delivered. And don ’t worry, we never trade lists. 
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ALASKA 

Michael A. Lewis 

POB 80073, Fairbanks, AK 99708 

Mike or Billie 

POB 6197, Sitka, AK 99835 

EF! Anchorage 

POB 771667, Eagle River, AK 99577 

ARIZONA 
Phoenix EF! 

POB 8795, Phoenix, A Z 85066 
Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! AZEF! Newsletter 
POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 
Bradshaw EF! 

220 Grove, Prescott, AZ 86301 
CALIFORNIA 
Northcoast EF! 

POB 4796, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-8911 
Redwood Action Team 
Darryl Cherney 

POB 34, Garberville, Ecotopia 95542 
(707) 923-DEMO 
Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 95407 
(707) 523-1229 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 

Bay Area EF! Hotline (510) 848-8724 

Wiley Coyote 

POB 74283, Davis, CA 95617 
Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 
POB 73063, Davis, CA 95617 
(916) 753-1678 
Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-3205 
Orange County EF! 

POB 4960-593, Irvine, CA 92616-4960 
Auto Free Orange County 
POB 338, Laguna Beach, CA 92651 
Los Angeles EF! 

POB 4381, N. Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 569-5592 

Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, #102, Pasadena, CA 91107 
(909) 422-1637 
Mojave EF! 

POB 492, Lancaster, CA 93584 
(805) 948-6291 

mojaveef@envirolink.org 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 33663, San Diego, CA 92163 

COLORADO 

Walkabout 

POB 1166, Boulder, CO 80306 
(303) 938-1677, mjl@nilenet.com 

San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 

aq328@freenet.uchsc.edu 

Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 
The Wild Ranch Review 
POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Gunnison Basin EF! 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Roaring Fork EF! 

Ill Polo, Glenwood Springs, CO 81601 

FLO RID A 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Alachua EF! 

3108 SE 16th Terr, Gainesville, FL 32641 
(352) 375-1454 

IDAH O 

Northern Rockies Preservation 
POB 625, Boise, ID 83701 
(208) 345-8077 
Cove/Mallard Coalition 
POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843 
(208) 882-9755, fax 883-0727 
cove @moscow.com 
ILLINOIS 
Chicago EF! 

POB 6424, Evanston, IL 60204 
Red Buffalo EF! 

POB 185, Normal, IL 61761 
Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 549-7387 

IOWA 

Tallgrass Prairie EF! 

POB 1503, Iowa City, IA 52244 
jjquig@blue.uiowa.edu 

MAINE 
Maine EF! 

POB 183, Harmony, ME 04942 
Wassumkeag EF! 

POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 


M ARYL AND 

Anacostia-Rock Creek EF! 

POB 5625, Takoma Park, MD 20913 
(301) 270-0857 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Mass EF! 

POB 708, Littleton, MA 01460-2708 
Martha's Vineyard EF! 

RR 1, Box 381A 

Martha’s Vineyard, MA 02568 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484 Somerset, MA 02726 

MMMESQTA 

Big Woods EF! 

c/o Arise Bookstore 

2441 Lyndale South, Mnpls, MN 55405 

(612) 871-7110, paarise@mtn.org 

MISS OU RI 

Ray O McCall 

Rt 1, Box 89 

Mountain Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 

(573) 443-6832 

74747.2052@compuserve.com 

Chinquapin Resistance 

POB 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163 

(314) 772-6463 

MONTANA 

Northern Rockies Biodiversity Project 
POB 4431, Whitefish, MT 59937 
(406) 862-4945 
Wild Rockies EF! 

POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-5733 (message #) 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406) 585-9211 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Rd, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
New Hampshire EF! 

POB 4101, Portsmouth, NH 03802 

PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Project 
POB 506, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 
(201) 748-4322 
Green Vigilance 

46 E. Monroe, Mt. Holly, NJ 08060 
(609) 265-0392 

N EW MEX IC O 

Land of Disenchantment EF! 

POB 72295, Albuquerque, NM 87195 

New Mexico Direct Action 

POB 22488, Santa Fe, NM 87502-2488 

(505) 988-8128 

NEW Y ORK 

Wetlands Preserve 

James Hansen 

161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-5244, fax 925-8715 
Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 

(516) 288-2688 

NQRTH CAROLINA 

Katuah EF! c/o Paloma 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 

OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

17305 Grovewood Ave 
Cleveland, OH 44119 
(216) 383-9985 
Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 17, Univ. of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 
(513) 281-6892 
Oberlin Earth First! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 
Hock-Hocking Watershed EF! 

8 N. Court St # 307, Athens, OH 45701 
(614) 594-6400 
Piankasha EF! 

7992 Hopper Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45255 

OREGON 
Blue Heron EF! 

Reed Coll. SAO, Portland, OR 97202 
(503) 771-1112x7875 
Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 343-7305, swef@efn.org 
Kangaroo EF! 

POB 332, Williams, OR 97544 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386 
Cascadia Rising! 

POB 9554, Bend, OR 97708 
Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburg, PA 15217 

Antoinette Dwinga 

842 Library Ave, Carnegie, PA 15106 


Scott Thiele 

RD 4, 237-A Elk Ln, Montrose, PA 18801 
Allegheny Defense Project 
POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214 
(814) 226-4918, adp@envirolink.org 
Endless Mountain EF! 

119 S. Liberty St, Orwigsburg, PA 17961 

TENNESSEE 

Katuah EF! 

Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 624-3939 
Kattiah EF! 

1414 Highland Ave., Knoxville, TN 37916 
(423) 524-6084 
TEXAS 
EF! Austin 

POB 7292, Univ. Stn, Austin, TX 78713 
(512) 320-0413, entropy@eden.com 
Corpus Christi EF! 

4114 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 
East Texas EF! 

Rt 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 

UTAH 

Autonomy House 

POB 11015, SLC, UT 84147 

Wild Wasatch Front 

847 W 700 S, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 
POB 804, Burlington, VT 05402 

VIRGINIA 

Virginia EF! 

Rt 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 

(540) 885-6983 

Massive Retaliation 

2129 General Booth Blvd. #253 

Virginia Beach, VA 23454-5872 

PAW Southwest Virginia 

POB 13192, Roanoke, VA 24031-3192 

(540) 982-0492 

WASHINGTON 

Jeanette Russell 

Bellingham, WA (360) 647-1680 

Seattle EF! 

POB 85541, Seattle, WA 98145 
ph/fax (206) 632-2954, can@scn.org 
Olympia EF! 

POB 12391, Olympia, WA 98508 
WEST VIRGINIA 
Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 
Rt 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 
(304) 754-9161 

W IS CO NS I N! 

Midwest Headwaters Action 
Midwest Headwaters Journal 
731 State St, Madison, W1 5371 1 
(608) 255-8765 or 250-8378 
The Old Man 

235 Travis, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 

(715) 423-5636 

North Forests EF! 

c/o Grassroots Collective 

748 Algoma Blvd, Oshkosh, Wl 54901 

(414) 424-0265 

PurplEarth 

POB 645, Portage, Wl 53901 
(608) 742-5415 
Joshua Roever 

812-C E. Mason St, Green Bay, Wl 54301 

(414) 430-9295 

Bay Area North Guard 

POB 116, Washburn, WI 54891 

(715)373-2717 


Jailed Activists 

Rod Coronado 
03895-000, FCI Unit SW 
8901 S. Wilmot Rd. 
Tucson, AZ 85706 USA 

North American ALF 
Support Group 
Box 69597, 5845 Yonge. St. 
Willowdale, Ontario 
M2M4K3 Canada 

National Activist Network 
POB 19515 
Sacramento, CA 95819 USA 
(916) 452-7179 


Fund for Wild Nature 

A non-profit, tax-exempt foundation 
which funds research, education and 
literature projects. Funding proposals 
and donations can be sent to: 

Fund for Wild Nature 
POB 1657, Corvallis, OR 97339 
(541) 757-1780 


EF! Projects 

fir Campaigns 


The Boycott Quarterly 
POB 30727, Seattle, WA 98103 
Cascadia Fire Ecology 
Education Project 
POB 3563, Eugene, OR 97403 
Coast Watch 
POB 181 1, Rockland, ME 04841 
Cold Mountain, 

Cold Rivers Video Project 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
. (406) 728-0867 
Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 376-7329, fax 631-7958 
_ Earth Liberation Prisoners 
POB 23, 5 High St., Glastonbury, 
Somerset, England BA6 9PU 
(01458) 831545 


End Corporate Dominance 

c/o Austin EF! 

POB 7292, Austin, TX 78713 
(512) 320-0413, entrOj pMii coin 

Ranching Task Force 

POB 5784, Tucson, AZ 85703 
(520) 791 2913 

Sea Defense Alliance (SeDnA) 
POB 67121, Scotts Valley, CA 95067 
Video Warriors AVise Use Watch 
POB 2182 , Berkeley, CA 94702 
Warrior Poets Society 
ASUC Box 361 
Berkeley, CA 94720-4510 
0 Xtract from Public Lands 
EF!J, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 
fax (541) 741-9192 
earthfirst@igc.apc.org 


International EF! Directory 


AUSTRALIA 

Rainforest Information Centre 

POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 
(066) 21-85-05 

CANADA 

Coast Mountains EF! 

1472 Commercial Drive, Box 128 

Vancouver, BC V5L 3X9 

(604) 708-9660 

EF! Prince George 

Box 1762, Prince George, BC V2L 4V7 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 
VALLEYWATCH! 

Group 8, Box 8, RR1 

Winlaw, BC V0G 2V0 

EF! Manitoba 

15-222 Osborne St. South 

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3L 1Z3 

(204) 453-9052 

EF! Toronto 

POB 70, 1576 Queen St. West 
Toronto, Ontario M6R 1A6 
(416) 698-6343 
EF! Ottawa 
Box 4612 Station E 
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 
Autonomous Green Action 
POB 4721, Station E 
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H9 
EF! Montreal 
Diffusion Noire 
c/o Librairie Alternative 
2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 
Montreal, PQ H2X 2T3 
EIRE 

An Talamh Glas 

c/o Anne 

Abbey St., Ballinrobe 
County Mayo 

ENGLAND 

[Over 50 local EF! groups exist in 
England; for a list, contact the 
EF! Action Update, POB 9656, 
London N4 4JY; (0171) 561-9146; 
actionupdate@gn.apc.org] 

Oxford F,F! 

Box E, 111 Magdalen Rd., 

Oxford, OX4 IRQ, (01865) 791391 
South Downs EF!, 

Dead Trees EF! and Do or Die 

6 Tilbury Place, Brighton BN2 2GY 

savage@easynet.co.uk 

http://www.hrc.wmin.ac.uk/ 

campaigns/earthfirst.html 

FRANCE 

Resistance verte 

Editions ARS, BP 890 

44022 Nantes Cedex 01 

EF! France 

BP 631, 53006 Laval Cedex 


GERMANY 
EF! Germany 

c/o Avalon, Friedrich-Ebert Str. 24 
45127 Essen 

INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 

Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok PATNA-800 001 
Bihar, Post Box 229 
PHILIPPINES 
Ariel Betan, Green Forum 
3rd Floor, Liberty Building 
Pasay Rd., Makati, Metro Manila 
(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 
Volunteers for Earth Defense 
189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 
1105 Quezon City 
POLA ND 

Workshop For All Beings 
ul. Modrzewskiego 29/3 
43-300 Bielsko, Biala 
fax 0048-30-29496 

R USS IA 

Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod 603082 
(8312) 34-32-80, tretyput@glas.apc.org 
Rainbow Keepers (Moscow) 

(095) 954-91-93, rk@glas.apc.org 
ECODEFENSE! 

Moskovsky prospekt 120-34 
236006 Kaliningrad/Koenigsburg 
ph/fax +7 (0112) 43-72-86 
ecodefense@glas.apc.org 
SCOTL A N D 
Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 
44 (0)41 636 1924/339 8009 
fax 44 (0)41 424 3688 
scotree@gn.apc.org 

SLOVAKIA 

Earth First! 

A. Hlinku 11, 96001 Zvolen 
kolenka@uvt.tuzvo.sk 

SPAIN 

Manuel A. Demandes 

Taller de E. A. A. CURUXA 

J. B. XelmirerJ, Campus Universitario 

1570 S Santiago 

(81) 584321, fax (81) 584533 

S WED EN 

Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg 

UK RA IN E 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 
c/o Nadia Shevchenko 
Glushkova 17-22, Kiev 252187 
+7 (044) 252-48-22, 
nadia@gluk.apc.org 


Green 
Phone Fun] 

with 


Affinity 


Long Distance 


Affinity Long Distance 
guarantees a 10% rate-reduction 
on your phone bill. 

Plus, Affinity will give 5% of your 
bill to the Earth First! Journal— 
a gift that keeps on giving. 

For more info, write the Journal at 
POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440. 
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Earth First! Journal 
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A Luddism 
For Today 


by David Brower 

Judi Bari's life has ended much too 
soon. Seeing her work evolve over the 
years brought me continued hope and 
JjfSr ****^ inspiration. Margaret Mead once wrote, 

"Never doubt that a small group of 
*• ' A thoughtful, committed citizens can 

'• jAjuflBk change the world. Indeed, it is the only 

hS ■B^ thing that ever has." 

Judi's small stature belied her powers 
K. -i ■ of influence, a bear in the forest, confi- 

I dent and strong. Consistently an ardent 

Bl 1 defender of ALL remaining old-growth 

redwoods, Judi's mantra remains the 
ifjC | heart of the current Headwaters debate. 

mmwA f Headwaters is a battle we cannot afford 

~^^K0ki * I to lose. If we let those who are intent 

Mk . upon felling the remaining unprotected 

'IT ■ redwood groves win, the movement will 

$■1 have lost a historic opportunity to dis- 

^Ppr able the forces threatening our natural 

I heritage. 

The wilderness advocates, local com- 
J m unity activists and labor forces who 

j embraced Judi’scall toaction were moved 

I by tier disdain for senseless destruction. 

jj j|v-E^ ••«* I These sometime disparate constituencies 

JBP yrff J ■§• have greatly aided our efforts, without 

■ I | compromising our goals. We must con- 

1 ^ I I 3 tinue to strengthen those alliances and 

^ * I o demand an unconditional sanctuary for 

I all the remaining old-growth redwood 

fflMHMMBlMMBBpg' I \ forest ecosystems. 

Judi Bari at the September IS, 1996, Headwaters rally Life on Earth is a precious and tenuous 

experience and times like these remind us of the importance of remaining committed to that which is most 
meaningful in our lives. Judi always projected an unwavering commitment to her values and her continued 
urgings to affect apathy into action. We will miss her commitment and compassion, her strength, courage 
and conviction. We can honor her by sharing it. [For more tributes to Judi Bari, see page 14.] 


by Kirkpatrick Sale 

It began on the night of November 4, cloudy 
but still not yet winter-cold, in the little village of 
Bulwell, some four miles north of Nottingham, 
England. A small band of men gathered in the 
darkness, blackened their faces or covered them 
with scarves, counted off in military style, hoisted 
their weapons — hammers, axes, swords and pis- 
tols — and marched off in a more-or-less soldierly 
fashion along back roads to their destination. 

When they reached the house of a "master 
weaver" named Hollingsworth, they posted a 
guard to make sure no neighbors interfered with 
their work and suddenly forced their way inside 
through doors that gave way to their hammer- 
blows. They set upon half a dozen weaving 
machines, new wide-Iace looms that produced 
such shoddy goods at such a pace that one man 
could turn out the work of six— and thus had 
already done some 500 men out of work — and 
within a few minutes had destroyed them all. 
Fearing that Hollingsworth's wild cries from the 
upstairs bedroom would rouse the neighbors, 
they quickly scattered into the darkness. Not 
long after, they reassembled at the edgeof town 
and responded in turn to a list of numbers called 
out by their leader. When each man was ac- 
counted for, a pistol was fired and they dis- 
banded and headed for home. 

A week later, on a Sunday night, the workers 
attacked again — only this time Hollingsworth 
was ready. In preparation for a new onslaught he 
had arranged for seven or eight of his workers and 
neighbors to stand watch with muskets over his 
last seven looms, and when the band of attackers 
approached the house they were met with a 
volley of shots. In the exchange of gunfire that 
followed one young man, a weaver named John 
Westley, was shot while tearing down the win- 
dow shutters to force his way in and, according to 
a contemporary account, had just time to ex- 
claim before he died, "Proceed, my brave fellows, 

1 die with a willing heart!" 

continued on page 29 


The Eviction of Fairmile 


At 9:30 p.m. January 23, the long awaited eviction 
of the Fairmile camp, the longest running road 
protest site in England, began with a cordon being 
put around the site and climbers going up to cut the 
tree village walkways. 

The Under Sheriff of Devon, Trevor Coleman, had 
hoped to find the camp virtually empty. Despite the 
surprise timing of the attack, however, there were 
20-25 people in the trees and five people in the 
tunnels. This was not going to be a one day eviction! 
No work was done overnight but a serious cordon, 
including razor wire coils, was placed around the 
site and police dogs were present. Despite this, at 
least 15 people breached the police lines and joined 
their colleagues up the trees. Due to the fact that 
those in the trees kept their cool, the first people 
were not removed for quite awhile. 

During this time, five masked pot holers and two 
"safety officers" began to shore up the first ten feet of 
the Big Mama tunnel network. Following the request 
in the last Action Update about tracking down the 
cavers that have been used in recent tunnel evictions, 
a tip-off has been received that they are hired by Peter 
Faulding at Specialist Rescue International of Redhill. 
Check out the accuracy of this information before 
acting on it. It took until 1 p.m. on January 26 before 
climbers had removed the last of the tree defenders 
who just happened to be someone previously em- 
ployed as a Newbury security guard! 


At this stage, the underground bailiffs had failed to 
breach even the first door in the Labyrinth. The 
tunnelers decided to issue demands which, if met, 
would mean that they would leave of their own 

continued on page 28 


Of the five protestors who scurried into the Big Mama tunnel. Undersheriff Coleman boasted it would only take two to three days to 
remove them— famous last words in what became the longest eviction operation in Britain this century. 


photo by Alec Smart 
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Judi Bari, 1949-1997 


At 6:45 a.m. on March 2, Judi Bari "fell into the sky, " as one 
person put it. She was at home with family and friends, at her 
cabin in the woods outside Willits, California. 

How to start? Judi, we will miss you tremendously. The 
movement is left with a huge crater, a hole that cannot be 
filled with another person. I will miss you tremendously. 
I can't imagine not being able to call you up and talk 
strategy, argue over tactics, catch up on each others' work. 

Judi is irreplaceable because of her utter brilliance and 
because of the combination of things she was. She was a 
writer, an orator of enormous talent, an organizer. With 
her considerable skills of legal research and analysis, she 
became a paralegal by doing the lion's share of the work on 
the lawsuit against the FBI. She was a radio commentator/ 
DJ. She was also an in-the-trenches organizer/activist. She 
not only made the speeches and did the organizing, she 
would draw the flyer, organize the mailings, make the 
phone calls, clip the articles, raise the money... When I was 
working on the Bear Lincoln case on the Round Valley 
Indian Reservation, she would clip articles from the news- 
paper for me, since it was in her county and I didn't have 
access to that press. With everything she had to do, she did 
the cut and paste job too. She also dubbed and sent me 
tapes from her radio show to use on Free Radio Berkeley. 
She didn't feel "above" any kind of work. 

Within a few hours following Judi's passing to the other 
world, there was a sign in the window of the Mendocino 
Environmental Center, "Don't mourn, organize," which 
was exactly Judi's message. In her final weeks, she es- 
chewed what she called the "schmaltz," the "puppy dog 
eyes" people looked at her with. She turned down inter- 
views for human interest stories about her saying, "Tell 
them they don't get a live interview for an obituary." (I told 
her that I thought that's what they mean by irrepressible.) 
She did do the interviews with those that wanted to talk 
about the FBI lawsuit or the Headwaters Forest campaign. 
She felt she had a lot of work to do, and now she had to do 
it in a shorter period of time. 

I was reminded of what she said after the bombing that 
nearly killed her in 1 990. Within a couple of days, as she was 
hooked up in traction in a hospital bed, she made a cassette 
tape to send out to her friends and comrades organizing for 
Redwood Summer. After a message to her two daughters 
explaining why they couldn't see her in intensive care, she 
thanked all the Earth Firstlers and movement people for the 
outpouring of support and then exhorted listeners to, "Re- 
member where the real violence is being done — to the 
forest, not as much as to the organizers." She said she hoped 
people wouldn't be deterred from going out to defend the 


| g-auna (_abala j 

Fauna, n. animal life. 

Cabala, n. an esoteric, secret matter V 

or mysterious art. 

The lives of satin bowerbirds ( Ptilonorhynchus violaceus), like 
Bob Dylan's, are tangled up in blue. Males of this Australian 
species build elaborate ground structures, called bow- ■» 
ers, consisting of two parallel walls of sticks (painted . / 
with saliva) on a platform base. The north end is 
oriented toward the midday sun and the plat- .11 WC 
form, which becomes the display arena, is i W 1UWI/ j 
layered with bright yellow leaves and straw. 

The male ensures that the sun falling . 

on this display arena creates a startling 4^ 

glow by trimming the leaves above 

and by decorating it with the rare, 

shiny and primarily blue objects that 

females find irresistible. Blue 

feathers, blue and yellow flowers • — 

and insect parts adorn the central 
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trees by the terrorism that we all had to stand up to and 
ended with, "Please come. As soon as I'm out of here, I'll be 
there with you." And indeed she was. 

It's really impossible to do a short tribute in writing to 
Judi. There's far too much to say. This woman who stood up 
for the trees, stood up for women's right to choice, and stood 
up to the fearsome power of the FBI and their COINTELPRO 
nefarious deeds; this woman must be remembered by carry- 
ing on the work that is so important to us all. 

She stood up for the workers, reminding us all that it is 
the CEOs, not the loggers, who are to blame. She not only 
brought labor issues to environmental discourse, but 
brought environmental issues to the workers in a way they 
could relate to because they knew she was a true advocate. 

She was not infallible. She was pretty darn abrasive at 
times. But she made fun of her mistakes; she made fun of 
herself. In fact, she made fun of everybody and everything. 
She was one of the most irreverent people I know. 

Judi was a true revolutionary. She was also a person of 
great humor and this stayed with her through the pain of 
her cancer, as it had stayed with her through incredible pain 
after the bombing. She was a person of great power and that 
power stayed with her till the end of her time on this planet. 

She left a lot behind. She wrote a lot, she recorded a lot, 
she spoke a lot, she sang a lot, she fiddled a lot. She touched 
and inspired so many people. It's time for us all to pick up 
what she left and carry on. Fare thee well, sister warrior. 

;Viva Judi Bari! 

— Karen Pickett 


Editor's Notes 

There have been a lot of changes here at the Journal lately. 

Kimberly Dawn has left the staff to apply her skills towards 
fundraising and bison advocacy. Kimberly has been a long- 
term collective member since we moved to Eugene in 1993. 
We thank you, Kimba, and the bison thank you. 

We have a new business manager and long-term collective 
member, Acasia Berry. Acasia comes to us from Katuah, and 
she has lots of organizing skills. Good-bye and thanks to 
Connie Ross who was our previous business manager. 

There have also been a few changes to the paper. We have 
a new section tentatively entitled, "Bare Bones," which starts 
on page 25. (If you can think of a better name, let us know.) 
We also have a table of contents located on the back cover. 

The biggest change is yet to come. By the time you read 
our next issue, we will have taken the leap and moved into 
a bigger office. With your continued subscriptions and 
donations we will be able to afford to keep our new office. 


by Faith Walker 

arena, ^and larger objects such as snail shells surround it. The only 
function of bowers is for sexual display and mating, and the 
treasures that males expend so much energy obtaining are 
merely interior decorations. Females neither eat them nor use 
them in nest-building. 

When a female enters a bower, the male grabs one of his more 
precious treasures in his bill and leaps about while fluffing 
feathers and fluttering wings to the beat of his loud courtship 
song. The female usually takes one look and leaves, but eventu- 
ally she selects a male, mates and flies away to raise her young by 
herself. When not courting, a male repairs and refines his bower, 
attempts to demolish those of his neighbors or attempts to steal 
their blue objects, the scarcest and most desired of 

J these being blue parrot feathers. 

Females choose to mate with males who 
own high quality, ornate bowers, and who 
are able to defend them from destructive 
, neighbors. Because bower-building is mas- 

L , tered through experience, these are older, 

IgJM dominant males. Thus, females use bow- 

IvMc ers to assess mate quality : the ability to 

amass and defend decorations indi- 
wHKbW/ cates that a male is in good physical 

shape and has survived into rela- 
tively old age, traits that can be 
~ passed on to offspring. 
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by Stefan Wray 

In the literature and propaganda produced as part 
of the End Corporate Dominance (ECD) campaign, 
there are two important words besides corporate 
that begin with the letter "c" which need to be 
defined and integrated into an analysis of corporate 
dominance. They are "capitalism" and "class." 

The last issue of the Earth First! Journal (Brigid 
1997) contains an ECD insert. One side includes a 
section listing relevant media, organizational re- 
sources and two texts. The first text is titled "Doomed 
to Extinction" and the second is "What's left for 
Direct Action? Democracy!" 

"Doomed to Extinction" is a brief history of the 
rise of the corporation and a social history of 
resistance. T.G. Tomson argues that, as 19th cen- 
tury Luddism provided a useful strategy in combat- 
ing the technological mechanization of industrial- 
izing England, "today, Luddism has even more 
potential power as people recognize the corpora- 
tion itself, as a heinous destructive contraption fit 
only for the trash bin." 

"What's left for Direct Action?" is a critique of 
getting bogged down in dead-end regulatory pro- 
cesses which, according to author Jane Anne Morris, 
are rules written by and for cdrporate interests. She 
emphasizes the need to take a fresh look at corpo- 
rate power to get at root problems. "If we 
rewrite the laws that DEFINE corpo- 
rations, we won't have 
to waste so much 
time in futile at- 
tempts to REGU- 
LATE them." 

What both authors don't 
do is define and describe cor- 
porations in relation to capi- 
talism and class. In brief, the 
corporation is a capitalist 
organization that has come 
to dominate in late 20th-century, advanced-tech- 
nological capitalism. The corporate CEOs and their 
friends in government are members of an elite 
capitalist class that maintains power over the rest 
of the populace and nature. Capitalism is the 
economic system that dominates. Corporations 
are the most sophisticated organizational form 
within capitalism. Can we be critical of corpora- 
tions, but remain silent about capitalism? 

In Morris' piece, the words "capitalism" and 
"class" do not surface. In Tomson's piece "capital- 
ism" does appear, but in a confusing way, "on 
today's battle torn capitalist moonscape." More 
concretely, Tomson concludes by stating, "Achiev- 
ing a world free of corporate capitalism should be 
the goal of ALL grassroots movements, and there- 
fore we must be proactive by building the demo- 
cratic community-based institutions necessary to 
cleanup the mess left by the dinosaurs." (He refers 


to corporations as dinosaurs.) 

This call for a "world free of corporate capital- 
ism" is ambiguous. Is it a call for the elimination of 
capitalism or merely a call for the elimination of 
one variant of capitalism, namely "corporate capi- 
talism"? Either way it is unclear. But this lack of 
clarity on the relationships between critiques of 
corporations and critiques of capitalism is not 
unique to Tomson's article. The ECD campaign as 
a whole has not articulated this very well. There 
appears to be an aversion to bringing an under- 
standing of capitalism and even more so, of class, 
into the discourse on corporations. 

Within some radical environmental or ecological 
tendencies a critique of capitalist domination is 
firmly integrated into an overarching radical cri- 
tique of society. The social ecology of Bookchin is a 
prime example of this. One can find other examples 
in Red and Green and Green Anarchist . 

Before moving on, 
maybe instruc- 
Marxist tradi- 
thought that 
away from or- 
ism but still 
Marx's 


a definition of capitalism 
tive. In the autonomist 
tion (the school of 
has veered far 
thodox Marx- 
views 



analysis of capital- 
ism as relevant in today's 
information society) capitalism is 
an economic system that imposes work 
and, as such, is a system that imposes social 
control and dominance. In this economic system, 

there is a class that engages in the imposition of 
work, social control and dominance, namely the 
capitalist class, and a class that succumbs to this 
imposition — everybody else. 

The corporation is merely a vehicle, a bureau- 
cratic instrument, used by the capitalist class to 
organize its imposition of work, social control 
and dominance in the most efficient way pos- 
sible. The corporation is a tool by which the 
capitalist class continues to consolidate and con- 
centrate power and wealth. 

In the 1960s, at the height of post World War II 
economic expansion, class divisions and polariza- 
tions in the United States were nowhere near as 
pronounced as they are today. This may partly 
explain why the early environmental movement 


of the 1970s, largely made up of individuals from 
the white, middle class, did not articulate an 
analysis of class. But since the early 1980s, class 
differentiation has grown dramatically. Increas- 
ingly in the 1990s, as corporate-capitalist elites 
proportionally control more wealth, as the middle 
class shrinks and as the ranks of the impoverished 
swell, the reintroduction of the concept of class or 
the consciousness of class divisions has emerged 
more and more in political discourse on a variety 
of fronts. 

The ECD campaign, by its focus on corporations 
and corporate elites, has an opportunity to rein- 
vigorate the analysis and understanding of the 
notion of class within the radical environmental 
movement, just as it has an opportunity to place 
a critique of corporations within the context of a 
broader critique of capitalism. By doing this the 
ECD campaign could open the door for alliances 
with similarly minded struggles, not only in the 
United States, but across the globe. An example of 
this broader linkage could be a stronger working 
relationship with the groups and individuals that 
have coalesced around the Zapatista struggle in 
Chiapas, Mexico, in particular around the 
Zapatista's call against neoliberalism. 

Neoliberalism is a reaction, a counterrevo- 
lution if you will, to the gains made 
by social struggles through- 
out the first two- 
thirds of this cen- 
^ tury. Current 

neoliberal poli- 
cies, being en- 
forced across the. 
globe, are an attempt 
to return to the days 
when capitalists had a free 
hand. The privatization of our 
public lands is a perfect example of 
how neoliberalism is playing out in the 
environmental field. Contextualizing corpo- 
rate dominance as a manifestation of neoliberal- 
ism would be another way to build a foundation 
for forming alliances with other similar struggles. 

To conclude, while the End Corporate Domi- 
nance campaign is a needed direction for Earth 
Firstlers and others, by expanding the critique of 
corporations to include an analysis and under- 
standing of capitalism, class and finally 
neoliberalism, the ECD campaign can develop a 
more overarching, radical, social critique and 
therefore can create a basis for forming stronger 
alliances with other radical, social struggles, not 
only in the United States but across the globe. 

Stefan Wray is a graduate student in the Journalism 
Department at the. University of Texas at Austin. He 
is about to complete his thesis titled "The Drug War 
and Information Warfare in Mexico. " He participates 
in Earth First! and Accion Zapatista. 


Fungi Forever 

Dear Shit for Brains, 

Let's hear it for Kingdom Fungi! 

— Canyon Walker 

Resist Hippies on Sticks 

I wish you folks would change your 
name. It's not that I think most of what 
you do is wrong (only ineffective and 
misguided). It's just that EF! w/out Dave 
Foreman, Howie Wolke, Rod Mondt, etc 
is not consistent with the values EF! was 
founded upon. Couldn't you change your 
name to the Hippies on a Stick Resistance 
Movement or something like that. 

— MTHeinrich@aol.com 

Bison Action 

This is my second letter to you on the 
subject of the bison slaughter in 
Yellowstone National Park. 

I was pleased to see your bison story in 
the February-March 1997 Earth First! Jour- 
nal. But the article itself was really wimpy! 
I could have found the write-up in any 
establishment newspaper. And the sug- 
gested actions, lawsuits and writing the 


government officials who's job it is to 
protect the cattle industry ($) is ridicu- 
lous. The lawsuits have already been 
won by the government agencies and all 
the officials listed would not be in those 
positions unless they were sympathetic 
to cattle interests ($). 

The reason I support EF! is simple — 
direct action! (not lawsuits and letters). 
Who will take the action and organize 
DIRECT ACTION! I'll be there, tell me 
where or when. 

Enclosed are two newspaper articles 
which document Yellowstone Superin- 
tendent Michael Finley's unilateral deci- 
sion to first stop slaughtering bison and 
then two weeks later his unilateral deci- 
sion to resume slaughter. Let's wake up, 
about 1/3 of all the wild bison in 
Yellowstone have been slaughtered this 
winter. Why? Because the cattle indus- 
try say it may be possible for brucellosis 
to be passed from bison to cattle but — 
there are no documented cases of this 
ever happening. Therefore the govern- 
ment officials have slaughtered 1/3 of 
the Yellowstone bison herd because of 


cattle industry fears alone ($). 

Let's do something — not talk! 

Very upset, 

— H. Jack Davis 

Editor's response: 

If you want to do direct action there 
are several options. Contact Bison Ac- 
tion Group at 4880 1/2 S. 19th St., 
Bozeman, MT 59715; (406) 589-9141. 
Also, Wild Rockies EF!, POB 9286, 
Missoula, MT 59807 is calling for a 
slaughter sab — gather your affinity 
groups and go prepared. The Bison Advo- 
cacy Project is a single-issue, nonprofit 
which can be reached at 1519 Cooper 
St., Missoula, MT 59802; (406) 549- 
5733; e-mail bison@wildrockies.org. 
They have lots of information and 
sponsor rallies, PR campaigns, events 
and media stunts. 

These groups are using every nonviolent 
means necessary to stop the slaughter. 
Contact any of them if you want to help. 

—LP 

continued on page 30 
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yAtmy ^>Lms to TS^uth /\Je?ve 


by Mark Brown and Kayrn Jones 

On February 7, 1997, the Oregon Environmen- 
tal Quality Commission (EQC) made its final 
decision to accept the United States Army's appli- 
cation to build a chemical weapons incineration 
facility near Hermiston, Oregon. Despite evidence 
that incineration is the worst option for destroy- 
ing the nation's obsolete chemical weapons stock- 
pile stored at the Umatilla Army Depot, the EQC 
has given the green light for the Army and 
Raytheon Corporation to spend $1.3 billion of 
taxpayer money to construct five incinerators. 
Apparently they are willing to sacrificing public 
health and ecosystem integrity for corporate prof- 
its and questionable military agendas. 

Widespread opposition by citizen groups, envi- 
ronmental organizations, health organizations 
and Native Americans has not deterred the Army 
from designating incineration as the preferred 
method of detoxification for the chemical agents 
stored at the Umatilla Army depot. The technical 
literature describing the limitations and adverse 
impacts of incineration is extensive. The incin- 
eration of chemical warfare agents poses unac- 
ceptable health risks of both an immediate and 
long term nature — the greatest dangers being can- 
cer, birth defects, reproductive dysfunction, im- 
mune system disorders and neurological damage. 
These adverse effects are known to occur at even 
very low exposure to incinerator emissions. 

Some of the quantifiable chemicals and metals that 
will be released at Umatilla include unbumed nerve 
gas and mustard agent; persistent andbioaccumulative 
organochlorines such as dioxins, furans, 
chloromethane, vinyl chloride and PCBs; metals such 
as lead, mercury, copper and nickel; and other toxics 
such as arsenic. These represent only a fraction of the 
thousands of chemicals and metals that will be emit- 
ted throughout the Columbia River watershed. In 
addition to emissions, highly toxic ashes and effluents 
will be created, posing a significant health threat. 


Contrary to what incineration advocates claim, the 
stockpile at Umatilla has small potential for explo- 
sion or chain reaction as a result of decay. The danger 
is not nearly as grave as the Army proclaims. Accord- 
ing to a 1994 General Accounting Office report, the 
National Research Council's original estimate of 1 7. 7 
years of safe storage is erroneous; the actual figure is 
120 years. In addition, the Army has repeatedly 
ignored the option of reconfiguring the stockpile 
(separating the agents from the energetics and pro- 
pellants), which would eliminate the question of safe 
storage entirely. The Army has the knowledge and 
capability to accomplish this quickly, and has testi- 
fied to this in 1994 Senate hearings. By ignoring this 
logical option, the Army has been able to capitalize 
on the public fear of a spontaneous decay explosion, 
forcing incineration as the only option. 

Even a cursory glance at the facts shows that there 
is no justification for incineration. The National 
Academy of Sciences report entitled Review and 
Evaluation of Alternative Chemical Disposal Technolo- 
gies states, "there has been sufficient development 
to warrant re-evaluation of alternative technologies 
for chemical agent destruction." There are several 
alternatives to incineration that provide the com- 
munity with a safer, mobile, cheaper and more 
timely solution while insuring that Oregon will not 
be saddled with a permanent hazardous waste facil- 
ity once this ill-fated project is complete. 

The alternatives include, but are not limited to, 
chemical neutralization, molten metals, electro- 
chemical oxidation and solvated electron technol- 
ogy (SET). The SET process is non-thermal, low- 
pressure, low-temperature and has no air emissions. 
The process has demonstrated the capability to 
destroy all of the mustard and nerve gas in the US 
chemical weapons stockpile. In a February 27, 1997 
letter to President Clinton, Secretary of Defense 
William S. Cohen stated, "lam committed to going 
the extra mile to explore whether there may be safer 
and more environmentally sound alternatives to 
incineration." It appears that everyone involved in 


Stockpile 

this national issue is looking for an alternative to 
incineration, everyone except the Army and the 
Oregon Department of Environmental Quality. 

Recently, the Oregon Chemical Demilitarization 
Citizens Advisory Commission was told by the 
Hermiston Fire Chief, Jim Stearns, that in case of a 
chemical weapons release at the Umatilla Army 
Depot "Don't call 911." Why? Because the 
Hermiston Fire Department has not received per- 
sonal protective body suits, respirators, air moni- 
tors, mobile decontamination equipment, antidote 
kits or adequate medical training. This begs the 
question, if the Army is so concerned that the 
Umatilla Depot is dangerously close to leaking live 
agents, thus the need to incinerate before a disaster 
occurs, why have they done so little to help prepare 
the community for the impending disaster? 

Testifying at a hearing on an environmental chal- 
lenge to theToole, Utah Chemical Weapons Disposal 
Facility, which is the model for the Umatilla incin- 
erator, Army manager Tim Thomas admitted the 
following incidents have occurred since incineration 
began there last year. Agent detection has occurred in 
the heating, ventilation and air conditioning vesti- 
bules. Agent stack alarms sound once to twice a week. 
Mr. Thomas admitted the Army doesn't know what 
is causing the alarms to go off but claimed it is not 
agent releases. Decontamination fluid has leaked 
through the cracks in the concrete floor into an 
electrical control room. Mr. Thomas confirmed that 
cracks continue to occur in the floors of the facility. 

The Sierra Club, Chemical Weapons Working Group 
and Vietnam Veterans of America Foundation are 
asking Judge Tena Campbell to issue an injunction to 
stop the incineration of the chemical weapons at 
Toole. One of the plaintiffs' attorneys, Bob Guild, 
explained, "These serious revelations about the tech- 
nologies' risks from the highest plant officials and 
government managers make it clear that the Toole 
incinerator must be shut down to protect human 
health and the environment/' Based on a review of 
Army data from Toole incineration operations, Pat 

Costner, a senior research 
scientist with Greenpeace, 
concluded, "the reports 
clearly indicate presence 
of GB agent in stack gases. " 
Costner also criticized the 
incinerator's monitoring 
. system saying, "The Army 
does not have a reliable 
system of detection or 
quantification of nerve 
agent." 

In addition, the Army 
prototype facility, JACADS, 
located in the South Pa- 
cific, has been a case study 
in unsafe technology. Ac- 
cording to the Army's own 
data, a fire, an explosion, 
32intemal releases of nerve 
agent and two nerve gas 
releases into the atmo- 
sphere have resulted in EPA 
fines totaling more than 
$ 100,000. Thefacility is 450 
percent over budget and 
had over 30 Resource Con- 
servation and Recovery Act 
non-compliances in 1995 
alone. 

There is still time to stop 
this tragedy from occur- 
ring. Please call or write 
Oregon Senators Gordon 
Smith and Ron Wyden 
and urge them to listen to 
their constituency. Tell 
them to demand an im- 
mediate halt to the incin- 
eration facility at the 
Umatilla Army Depot. 
Write: United States Sen- 
ate, Washington, DC 
20510; (800) 972-3524. 
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by Theresa Kintz 

All new technologies are introduced in terms of their 
Utopian possibilities. The downside of the story is left for 
a later generation to discern and experience, when the 
technology is much more difficult to dismantle. 

— -Jerry Mander 

Imagine, if you will, the following scenario. An 
elite group of engineers and political leaders holds a 
public meeting to discuss an ethical dilemma posed 
to society by a recent technological innovation. The 
engineers profess, "It will improve everyone's life 
and our society will be able to accomplish more than 
we ever dreamed." But, they advise, "the downside is 
that 40,000 members of our community will have to 
be killed each year for it to work." 

Would an ethical society choose to adopt this new 
technology? It already has. Since the automobile was 
invented over three million humans and countless 
wild creatures have been killed by ounsociety's trans- 
portation method of choice. If the turn-of-the-cen- 
tury innovators had foreseen the consequences of 
the new technology, would their informed decision 
have been any different? 

A choice must now be made to condemn or con- 
done the latest technological innovation sending 
ethical chills through the global consciousness, a 
discovery whose potential impact on society's future 
is being compared by some ethicists to the develop- 
ment of the nuclear bomb. 

On February 22, Dr. Ian Wilmut, an embryologist 
at the Roslin Institute in Edinburgh, Scotland shocked 
the world with the announcement that he had re- 
placed the genetic material of a sheep's egg with DNA 
from an adult sheep, creating the first successful 
clone of an adult animal. The procedure involved the 
extraction ofthegeneticmaterial-containingnucleus 
of a sheep's egg, an initial step that was first accom- 
plished in the 1950s. Wilmut then took mammary 
cells from a six-year-old adult sheep, and for the first 
time, successfully fused the egg cell with one of the 
adult cells. The two cells merged and began to grow 
and divide. The clone embryo was then implanted 
into a third sheep who gave birth to the lamb, called 
Dolly, in July. 

A week after Wilmut's cloning success was made 
public, the Oregon Regional Primate Research Cen- 
ter reported they had used the same nuclear transfer 
procedure to clone two rhesus monkeys born in 
August. The report that cloning had been accom- 
plished with primates prompted President Clinton 
to announce a ban on federal spending for human 
cloning research, and he "strongly urged" the private 
sector to halt such research until the matter could be 
studied by the National Bioethics Advisory Board. 
The scientists involved have all denied even thinking 
about human cloning, but biotechnology industry 


analysts are quick to point out that such a ban will be 
"unpoliceable." 

Unlike the special materials and devices required 
for atom-smashing, the standard laboratory facility 
contains all of the equipment necessary to clone 
humans. Researchers are not likely to be dissuaded by 
occasional, disorganized outbursts of negative public 
opinion (or a few bioethicists) — especially because 
big business urges genetic engineers on with gener- 
ous salaries in return for lucrative exclusive patents. 
Tolerance of genetic research is secured by the scien- 
tists who continually recite claims that it will lead to 
discoveries which eventually eradicate every form of 
human pestilence, from AIDS and alcoholism to 
diabetes and depression. 

Biotechnology is currently a $7.6 billion a 
year international industry and analysts pre- 
dict the market will grow to $18.5 billion a 
year by 2000. 

Beneath each of these endeavors lies a barely 
concealed contempt for unaltered life and nature, 
as well as for the people who are expected to endure 
the mistakes, purchase the results and live with the 
consequences, whatever those may be. It is a 
contempt disguised by terms of bamboozlement, 
like bottom line, progress, needs, costs and benefits, 
economic growth, jobs, realism, research, and knowl- 
edge, words that go undefined and unexamined. 

— David W. Orr 

Research at the Roslin Institute where Dolly 
was born is focused on producing "transgenic" ani- 
mals, primarily genetically-engineered, domesticated 
mammals with milk that has pharmacological prop- 
erties deemed beneficial to humans with certain 
diseases. The current market for such products is 
about $200 million a year. 

Biotechnology companies are now racing to de- 
velop new breeds of transgenic mammals with or- 
gans suitable for transplant into humans. Wilmut's 
success in cloning an adult sheep is being called a 
giant step closer to attaining the goal of "turning 
animals into drug factories." 

The cloning of the sheep represents a milestone in 
genetic research, leading to renewed calls for consid- 
eration of the implications of the science. 

This is a women's issue. Concerns are significant 
about who will have control over the power that this 
knowledge generates. Oddly enough, an important 
point has been largely ignored by ethicists so far- 
human cloning would require a woman's egg and 
womb to carry the clone to term. This potentially 
represents the most sophisticated form of exploita- 
tion ever perpetrated on women. Will women, who 
have the inherent biological power to say no to 
human cloning, also have the political power? 

Cloning is also an animal liberation issue. The 
"finest cuts of meat," "the perfect leather handbags" 
and essentially anything made from animals could 
be cultivated if cloning is eventually mastered. Obvi- 


ously, the animals involved in cloning research have 
no power, and levels of animal exploitation can be 
expected to reach new heights. 

One of the arguments used to justify current clon- 
ing research is the potential for "saving" endangered 
species. There has been talk about creating endless 
supplies of breeding populations of near-extinct spe- 
cies through cloning— a notion that could someday 
be used to undermine a law like the Endangered 
Species Act. Why be overly concerned about protect- 
ing populations of animals in their natural habitats 
when you can just make more of them? 

The only thing that is predictable about the evolu- 
tion of cloning research is that the eventual outcomes 


are totally unpredictable. Things will probably end up 
even more screwed up than we could ever imagine. 

Our society is characterized by an inability to leave 
anything in nature alone. Every piece of land, every 
creature, every mineral, every growing plant, every moun- 
tain, every inch of desert is examined for its potential 
contribution to commercial development and to the ex- 
pansion of technological society... the last two relatively 
undeveloped wildernesses are space and the genetic struc- 
ture of life... Meanwhile, organized resistance groups are 
slow to realize that space and genetics are wilderness 
issues at all. — Jerrymander 

Additionally, cloning is a wilderness issue. Will 
anything be considered "wild" anymore after hu- 
mans perceive themselves as having acquired the 
very power of creation? 

We all have an obligation to resist society's accep- 
tance of this new technology. Find out if commercial 
or academic institutions in your area are conducting 
genetic research. Investigate and let them know your 
concerns. Bring their work to the public's attention. 

Modern philosophers talk about paradigm shifts, 
critical changes in worldview that occur when a 
chain of events leads society to question traditional, 
fundamental beliefs about the nature of existence. 
The science of genetics is causing a paradigm shift. 
The question now is how those of us who realize that 
a downside is inevitable can make our voices from 
and for the wilderness heard. 
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A pack of wild wolves to Representatives Nita Lowey (D, NY) and 
Christopher Shay (R, CT) for introducing another bill in Congress to end 
the use of steel jaw leg-hold traps. It is time, once and for all, to end this 
barbaric, cruel and unnecessary practice. ^ 

A big howl to Superior Court Judge William Cahill who threw out 
Mitsubishi's $137 million contract to build a people- 
mover at San Francisco International Airport 
on the grounds that the city's Human Rights 
Commission has ultimate power to decide 
whether a city contractor fits human rights 
guidelines. San Francisco has an ordinance 
which prevents it from contracting with 
corporations that do business with Burma's 
fascist dictatorship. 

People for the Ethical Treatment of 
Animals (PETA) gets a liberated wolf for 
urging their members to infiltrate photo con- 
tests meant for the most original wearer of a 
(cow's) milk mustache. Advocating a good 
smear of Toffuti above the lip, PETA proclaims 
that milk is unhealthy for humans and frequent 
impregnation of dairy cows shortens the cows' lives. 





A mangy poodle to The Nature Conservancy, which recently came out 
with a report that found no extinctions of species in Washington and few 
losses throughout the Northwest. Have they ever heard of the wolf, grizzly, 
spotted owl, Umpqua Cutthroat trout or other salmonids? 

And while we're at it, poodles to the self-proclaimed "four most dynamic US 
environmental groups" Rainforest Action Network, Sierra 
Club, Natural Resources Defense Council and Greenpeace 
for being so sluggish to announce their campaign to save the 
ancient redwoods just this February. It's about time! 

McDonalds is once again trying to get away 
with reformist greenwashing of its image. 

The company announced last fall a new 
line of food containers that would dis- 
solve "almost as soon as they hit the 
landfill" and "which lend themselves to 
composting." Pukey the poodle says their 
packaging stinks. 

A bite on the ankle to Hormel Foods, 
makers of SPAM. No laughing matter, 

Hormel is interested in nuclear food irra- 
diation technology. "There's only one thing 
worse than SPAM... Irradiated SPAM." 
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Dismantlement as a pretense for weapons development 


by Pai^e Knight 

Hanford... the name conjures up 
different reactions, usually 
perfunctory statements from the 
average citizen in the Pacific 
Northwest. "Oh, isn't that place 
closed yet?" is perhaps the most 
common one. Hanford nuclear site 
is a large tract of land in southeastern 
Washington — 560 square miles 
containing the largest area of 
polluted land in the US, one of the 
vast tracts of the Columbia Basin 
shrub-steppe ecosystems, with 
incredible plumes of radioactive and 
chemical contaminants moving 
towards the Columbia River, and the 
home of the last native salmon- 
spawning beds on the last free 
flowing stretch of the river, the 
Hanford Reach. 

Production of plutonium has 
stopped at Hanford. The last pluto- 
nium reactor was closed in 1987. 
Slowly, especially with Hazel O'Leary 
as Secretary of Energy, Hanford's mis- 
sion has shifted away from bomb pro- 
duction. O'Leary stated in 1992 that 
the government had a moral obliga- 
tion to refocus on the cleanup of the 
widespread contamination at Depart- 
ment of Energy (DOE) sites like 
Hanford. Hanford's mission was spe- 
cifically changed to cleanup, with big 
dreams of turning Hanford and the 
Tri-cities into a technological Mecca 
to advance cleanup technologies. 

So where are we today, in early 
1997, after billions have been spent 
on cleanup? Progress is beginning to 
show. The K-Basins near the Colum- 
bia, full of corroding spent-fuel have 
been on an aggressive cleanup track. 
Pump and treat projects on some of 
the worst plumes are slowing down 
the inevitable contamination of the 
river. We have begun to have more 
access to what were once "secret" 
files and behind-the-scenes decisions 
to which the public was not privy. 


Hanford Reach 


"The irony is that the Hanford Energy Reservation succeeded in protecting areas of this kind in Washington State. 
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The Hanford Reach 



' Looking back, it was the overwhelming flatness that gave the features such fascination." 


by Robert Underwood 

The normal way of growing up in the Columbia 
River basin of eastern Washington is to hunt, fish and 
wander. To listen, as a child, to the creaking of the 
pickup truck as it undulates over the back roads. To 
wipe the thick dust from the mouth of your grape 
soda before tipping it to your lips as a violent jolt of 
the truck sends the fizz up your nose. To look for 
arrowheads along the river and carry a snake bite kit. 

I had an affinity for wandering. I loved the hawks, 
geese, coyotes and the thickets near any water where 
deer would bed. I loved any variation in the land- 
scape that would diverge from being flat and yet, 
looking back, it was the overwhelming flatness that 
gave the features such fascination. 

After the Columbia River spills from Priest Rapids 
Dam heading southeast, it cuts along the volcanic 
basalt fingers of the Cascade Mountains. Yielding to 
the rock faces it curves east into the great flat basin. 
It flows past the old Vernita ferry crossing, now 
Vernita bridge, then heads northeast as if to position 
itself for its spectacular arch towards the south, 
cutting into the chalk sediments of ancient floods. 

If you imagine the arc of the river passing the White 
Bluffs as if it were a great eye, then the pupil would 
be Gable Mountain, a two-pointed mound in the 
middle of a great plain to the south of the river. This 
has been a vision quest site for Native Americans for 
as long as anyone knows. 

The last natural stretch of the Columbia 

The Columbia River from Priest Rapids to Richland 
is the last free-flowing stretch of this river in Wash- 
ington State. The river from Vernita to Richland, now 
called the Hanford Reach, has been under the juris- 
diction of the federal government since the 1940s. To 
understand this area you must know that the pluto- 
nium for the Nagasaki bomb was created here and 
that this site has been a receptacle of radioactive and 
chemical waste for 50 years. 

Growing up in the Columbia Basin can give one a 
rich perspective on the impact of our modern indus- 
trial culture. I find it humorous that this perspective 
was nurtured by such a little known place on earth. 

When Hanford came, Richland was a boom town 
of young and vital people. We got our milk out on the 
farms because it was better than the milk in the 
stores. Years later we found out about the release of 
radioactivity across the Columbia basin as part of the 
Department of Energy's tests. 

Two paths 

After that, I began to learn more about the 
people who used to live there. The Palouse who 
lived east of the Columbia, the Yakimas who lived 
west of the river and the Wanapums who lived in 
the basin occupied presently by the Hanford En- 
ergy Reservation and the White Bluffs area, called 
the Hanford Reach. 

In the last half of the 1 800s there were many native 
visionaries who spoke of two paths. One path em- 
braces the relationship with the Earth and one severs 
it. In the Columbia basin this vision was embodied in 
the Washani religion. Smohalla of the Wanapums, 
holy man of Washani, was bom near the Wallula Gap 
of the Columbia River. His teachings had widespread 
influence with many of the inland tribes as they 
coped with the destruction of the land and their 
culture. The Washani religion taught reverence for 
the Earth as a part of your own body. I think of Gable 
Mountain as it was in the past and can imagine 
Smohalla on his vision quests conversing with the 
spirit world that was so vital. 

There's an overwhelming irony revealed by this 
little hill in a vast basin overlooking the last natural 
stretch of a river. The little hill speaks of two paths. 
Stop and listen, they are spoken in every tongue now. 

The Hanford Energy Reservation's need for secu- 
rity succeeded in protecting areas of this unique arid 
river basin ecosystem, the last of its kind in Washing- 
ton State. Now the federal government wishes to 
reduce its land holdings, subjecting the river to other 
public and/or private interests. We are at a crossroads 
of opportunity. We must assure protection of this 


incredible ecosystem by giving the river and adjacent 
lands wild and scenic river status. Legislation to 
protect the reach is being resubmitted to Congress by 
Senator Patty Murray of Washington State in 1997. 

This area is far more than a bend in the river. It is 
a place that diverges from and embraces flatness. A 
place of rich history. A place that is conscious. 

Earth's Eye 

Your fluid eye arches north, millennium etched eyelid 
opening ever wider, pupils of sacred mountains. The prophet 
Smohalla of the Wanapums walked upon your shores, 
floated on your tears, sang through your sight. 

We drill into you, pouring lethal mixtures to blind you, 
afraid of what you see, comfort in your blindness, the 
silence of your voice less disturbing. Wind is only wind. 
Hawk breaking silence, only a red tail, its voice not spitting 
arrows with filament thongs pulling ground dwellers to the 
sky. Coyote tries to sing you back to sanity only to become 
a target for sighting in a rifle. 

You do still see us, drifting in your currents like flies on 
the lens of a search light, knowing you are earth's eye 
witnessing creation and despite our blindness we have no 
choice but to be a part of what you see. 

The rhythm of the paddle stirs current of water and of 
time. Voices and laughter of past people close to the river, 
joy in your bounty. I imagine a young brave running along 
the bank, keeping pace with the canoe, he waves. It seems 
quite natural as time compresses then expands to include 
the nuclear reactors on your south bank. Hanford siren 
signals something serious like lunch and the coyotes chant. 
Time again collapses under wings of geese as they rise. 

By day's end, September heat robs your appetite. Cozy 
camp, tolerable wind, too exhausted to cook. I'm glad Chef 
Mcgregor came all the way from Scotland to be with me on 
the river. That blend of Scotch whiskeys that fires the 
appetite, cuts the dust, reloads the film holders and toasts 
with the deepest respect your performance of twilight, as 
you gently knot the star in the sky to the star in the river, one 
by one, and I gently untie them as I bathe in your waters. 

Early morning obscures the pale chalk bluffs into ribbon 
shadows of blue. Staring into these shadows is like the 


closets of your childhood, all the fears of the future can play 
in these cool, toned shades. 

You are the last of your kind a 50-mile sacred eye where 
the waters still talk. We seek your power, we may have 
succeeded in making you blink, and when you do, I fear I 
am lost. We have severed the umbilical and marched away 
in arrogance, traveling great distances. Yet here, now, 
looking into your ribbons of blue, lam lost and lonely. Our 
hands are full of the thousand things obscuring meaning. 
Wandering in a human landscape, despite our utter ne- 
glect, I still feel you there, waiting to welcome us back. Like 
Dorothy in the Wizard of OZ, I am homesick, wishing I 
could click my heels or dance a jig on your bank to find that 
short cut home. Our search for meaning seemed to exist in 
a continuum with no time limit. I stop at this point in the 
human journey, my heart bolts, tears well up, foreboding 
feeling thatyour eye may close before I can ever find my way 
back, before its necessary for coyote to lace the land with 
our entrails as a final effort of unity, ofhomecoming. In the 
flat light of midday there is comfort that the anarchy of 
entrails will, in the end, tie us back to you, our Mother. 

If one yearns for insight through the revelation of the 
physical, you must wait for sunset to etch into clarity each 
ridge, each symbol. The setting sunlight slips between 
opacity of cloud and horizon, raking the land. The freshly 
written pattern of ridges is repeated by the sky with an ease 
of conversation, a marriage of meaning, earth, sky, mo- 
ment, millennium. The white cliffs are not entirely cryptic. 
We are human seeking connection, made of your soil, water 
and sky. The metallic yellow sign saying "No trespassing" 
seems out of place for a moment. Then its command 
becomes exhausting, saying "find another way back." It 
becomes another dead end of one of a thousand paths 
home. When we have no energy left for another diversion, 
we may, without notice, begin to smell of death. I hear 
Coyote singing. I hear them drawing near, when they stop 
we may feel the tugging on our bellies, the coyote pups 
playfully extending the intestinal filament thongs from our 
centers... pulling us home. 

Then- 

may our eyes be wide open 

to be a part of what you see. 
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US Paper Compares Conspi’re to SouAsk ZapatIstas 


by Viviana, National Commission 
for Democracy in Mexico 

"The global economic and political or- 
der is predicated on the exploitation and 
domination both of humans and of land. 
The violence by which this system main- 
tains itself is both genocidal, systemati- 
cally destroying human communities, and 
ecocidal, systematically destroying func- 
tioning ecosystems. The war on humans 
and the war on the land are merely differ- 
ent aspects of the same problem. " 

— Bill Weinberg, War on the Land: 
Ecology and Politics in Central America 

Against the history of dual exploita- 
tion of people and land, the Zapatistas 
rose up in rebellion on the day the 
North American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA) was implemented. By calling 
for the elimination of communally held 
(ejido) land and opening the land in 
Chiapas and throughout Mexico to the 
exploitation of multinational corpora- 
tions, NAFTA signed a death sentence 
against the autonomy and cultural iden- 
tity of the indigenous people of Mexico. 

With each advance made by the 
Mexican military into Zapatista terri- 
tory the possibility of retreat fades and 
tensions increase. The objective of the 
federal army is to fully penetrate the 
heart of Zapatista territory and sepa- 
rate the EZLN from its base of civilian 
support through low-intensity war. 
This is the second year that the army's 
military blockades have isolated the 
Zapatista communities, creating con- 
ditions so tense as to prevent them 
from planting crops. They are mal- 
nourished, and in some cases, starv- 
ing because of it. 

The army has constructed roads into 
Zapatista territory, hoping to expedite 
the movement of troops into the area 


for a "surgical strike" at the leadership 
of the EZLN. Three years ago the 
Zapatista territory was a relatively un- 
developed area with few roads, mostly 
unpaved. 

The United States is not a quiet by- 
stander to the environmental and cul- 
tural destruction in Mexico. The State 
Department admits that it is unable to 
account for how military aid to Mexico 
is used. US equipment has been used in 
the war against the Zapatistas, and the 
US continues to send equipment and 
aid by the mil- 
lions of dollars. 

Before the recent 
arrest of Mexico's 
premiere drug 
czar, General 
Jesus Gutierrez 
Rebollo, for tak- 
ing bribes from a 
leading Mexican 
drug lord, 

Clinton had 
promised $21 
million dollars in 
military aid to 
Mexico for 1998. 

Money for the 
war on drugs is 
money for the 
war against the Zapatistas. A shipment 
of 33 Huey helicopters (in addition to 
20 sent in November, 1996), $37 mil- 
lion in helicopters and reconnaissance 
aircraft and possibly $10 million for 
night vision and command and control 
equipment for land support is planned 
for 1997. 

Major deals have already been 
brokered between the Mexican gov- 
ernment and multinational corpora- 
tions for the development of forest 
and petroleum resources in the coun- 


try. These agreements may be critical 
to determining the direction of the 
low-intensity war against the 
Zapatistas. Neoliberal economic poli- 
cies seek to maximize the profits of 
private corporations through deregu- 
lation, privatization and the removal 
of environmental, health and safety 
regulations, in addition to the cutting 
of social services — eliminating barri- 
ers to the free movement of capital. 
This compels environmentalists to de- 
velop an analysis of the war of 


neoliberalism and NAFTA against the 
indigenous peoples, ancient forests 
and wild areas of the earth. 

On February 15, 1997, Jaime Aviles, 
a columnist with the Mexican journal 
La Jornada wrote that agreements dat- 
ing back to 1 993 between the Mexican 
government and major international 
forestry companies have already laid 
plans for the development of a Mexi- 
can forestry industry. Former Mexi- 
can President Carlos Salinas de Gortari 
promised to "create the political con- 


ditions to establish immense commer- 
cial plantations for rapid growth." 

Aviles found as well that, "(In) 1993 
a company (then) called Interfin pre- 
sented a project to plant eucalyptus 
on a surface of 300,000 hectares in 
Tabasco, Chiapas and Campeche." "In 

1994, the same company (now called 
Pulsar) established agreements to sell 
all the wood that it could extract from 
the southeast to International Paper." 

This immense project in Mexico was 
arranged without consulting the com- 
munities that would be affected, nor 
was the issue raised in negotiations with 
the EZLN, in spite of the fact that lands 
of some of their supporting communi- 
ties would be involved. On June 27, 

1995, Mr. Edward J. Kobacker, vice- 
president and general director of Inter- 
national Paper (IP), sent a letter to the 
Chief of the Office of the Presidency of 
Mexico explaining that IP "has identi- 
fied an initial project of 50,000 hectares 
in the state of Chiapas. Although at this 

| time, the projections of that project are 
jr not positive and the political environ- 
| ment represents a high risk." Included 
| in IP's agreement with President Zedillo 
2 was the commitment: "T o establish that 
the development of a Mexican forest 
industry, strong and globally competi- 
tive, supported by commercial planta- 
tions is a national priority." 

Another serious factor in the plans 
for exploitation of the Lacandon land 
is the petroleum reserves. Chiapas sits 
on major petroleum reserves, second 
only to Venezuela in the Western 
Hemisphere. Eight unexplored oil sites 
are located on communally held land 
under Zapatista control. In November 
1 996 an agreement was made between 
Hydro-Quebec International and the 
Mexican Federal Electricity Commis- 
sion for development of natural gas 
resources, including a major natural 
gas deposit near Ocosingo, Chiapas. 

This news is an alert to the ecological 
implications of neoliberal policies. As 
Mexico's forestry industry grows we 
will see more exportation of US forest 
industry jobs. Initially, this may ap- 
pear beneficial to US forests. Mexico, 
however, has even lower standards for 
environmental protection and public 
process. This is the basic formula for 
zero corporate accountability and is 
exactly what the US industry will push 
for under the guise of eliminating bar- 
riers to free trade. 

Neoliberalism establishes the very 
blueprints for destruction of land as it 
programs the destruction of commu- 
nity self-determination, sustainability 
and cultural identity. Indeed, both 
land and indigenous communities are 
mined as the "natural resources" val- 
ued under neoliberalism — leaving skel- 
etons of both cultures and ecosys- 
tems, no longer capable of sustaining 
the health or identity they once had. 

We must demand an end to US mili- 
tary aid to Mexico. Our efforts to fight 
corporate dominance and neoliberalism 
here in the United States are as critical to 
the future of the Zapatistas as to the 
health of our forests and ecosystems in 
the US. 

For more information on the struggle 
of the Zapatistas, US military aid. to 
Mexico, neoliberalism and the envi- 
ronment write: NCDM, 2001 Montana, 
Suite B, El Paso, TX 79903; (915) 532- 
8382; email moonlight@igc.apc.org. 
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Spirit Mountain 

and THE 

Zortman Mine 


approximately 
$400 million. 

Redoubling the 
devastation of the 
land won't be as 
easy for the mod- 
ern filchers. Tribal 
leaders say they are 
making sure the dy- 
namics are different 



Mining projects, like the Landusky Mine, devastate traditional cultural lands. 


by the Indian Law Resource Center 

A narrow dirt road leads away past a tiny cluster of 
houses and a stone mission church that make up 
this settlement on the Fort Belknap Reservation. It 
runs past the sun-dance lodge and the powwow 
grounds and into the forest that cloaks the Little 
Rocky Mountains of Montana. 

At the end of the road is a place where Assiniboine 
and Gros Ventre Indians still hunt and seek vi- 
sions. But the look of the place has changed dras- 
tically in recent years. Now there is a huge open pit 
and a towering wall of crushed stone there, rem- 
nants of a mountain that has been turned inside 
out for the gold inside. 

A century ago, this piece of the mountain range 
was part of the reservation, and many in the tribes 
still smolder over the loss. They say that in 1896 
their ancestors were forced to sell the gold-bearing 
land because of a form of blackmail typical of the 
time: If they did not sell, the government agent for 
the reservation would have withheld food rations. 

The mine complex has contaminated much of 
this beautiful region. Between 1982 and 1993, six 
accidental spills or releases of cyanide solution 
occurred at the mines, contaminating both surface 
and ground waters. Additional leaks or spills may 
have gone undetected. Last year, the tribes filed a 
notice of intent to sue Pegasus Gold, which owns 
the Zortman mine, for damages to reservation wa- 
ter. The suit, under the Clean Water Act, resulted in 
a $37 million settlement, including a $1 million 
payment to the tribes and a $30 million bond 
against future damage. The settlement also required 

the company to fund a comprehensive ground 

water investigation and studies of the impacts of 
mining on the health of the Fort Belknap Reserva- 
tion residents and aquatic resources. 

In October 1996, expansion plans for the mine 
complex were approved which will roughly triple 
the area affected by mining operations in the Little 
Rocky Mountains. In January the tribes sued again 
in state court to stop Pegasus from creating a new pit 
until it cleaned up the old one. The tribes are also 
considering a lawsuit in federal court contending 
that federal agencies did not prepare an adequate 
environmental impact statement when they ap- 
proved the new pit. The tribes maintain that the 
State should, at a minimum, wait for the studies 
required under the water quality settlement to be 
completed before allowing the mines to expand. 
Since 1979, Zortman-Landusky has been issued 24 
amendments to its original operating permit, ex- 
panding it from approximately 500 acres to 1,189. 
Prior to the latest expansion proposal, no permit 
amendment received more than a cursory environ- 
mental assessment from regulatory agencies. 

Much of the land on which the mines operate was 
patented to Pegasus or previous owners under the 
1872 Mining Act for $5 or less an acre. Gold is 
extracted at the mines by blasting thousands of tons 
of rock per day from open pits, then crushing and 
transporting gold-bearing ore to leaching pads where 
it is piled in heaps and sprayed with cyanide solu- 
tion to release the gold. An operation like Zortman- 
Landusky uses more than a million pounds of highly 
toxic cyanide annually. The mines also have the 
dubious distinctions of being the first large-scale 
mining operation to use the cyanide heap leach 
process and the lowest-grade mining operation in 
the nation. Nearly half of all the rock blasted from 
the Little Rocky Mountains does not contain suffi- 
cient quantities of gold to merit processing and is 
simply set aside in waste rock dumps. Almost 100 
tons of ore must be processed to produce just one 
ounce of gold. It took about 16 years for the two 
mines to produce one million ounces of gold, which 
equals perhaps a small pickup truck load, valued at 


now than they were for their ancestors. 

"They threatened their rations, so they gave in 
and made poor decisions," said Tracy Charles King, 
president of the Fort Belknap Community Council, 
the Assiniboine tribal governing body, "But starva- 
tion tactics are over. It's time for us to ask questions, 
get answers and be treated with respect." 

The tribes say the two huge open pits in the area 
have poisoned wells, diminished the flow of 
streams and may have widely contaminated 
ground water. The mining company says those 
contentions are exaggerated. 

"There's been a lot of allegations," said John 
Pearson, director of investor relations for Pegasus 
Gold at the company's headquarters in Spokane, 
WA, "And there have been studies done that have 
proved some of them absolutely false. Our 
environmental record and reclamation effort is a 
very strong one." 

To add insult to injury, portions of the 1,200 acres 
already disturbed (the total permit areas is twice 


that) hold traditional cultural significance for the 
people. One such site was the mountain that the 
Zortman mine destroyed. 

"That mountain they tore down was Spirit Moun- 
tain," said Virgil McConnell, 72, an Assiniboine 
tribal elder. McConnell said the other mountains 
were still used extensively for vision quests, several 
days of praying and fasting in the mountains in 
search of a gift from the Great Spirit. 

"You pray, you do a lot of crying and pray to the 
Great Spirit," McConnell said, "But you can't go on 
a vision quest when there's blasting and a lot of 
noise. We tried to tell the mining company this, but 
they wouldn't pay any attention." 

There seems to be a renewed sense of purpose 
among the tribes which have been mired in chaos 
because of overwhelming problems, like the 80 
percent unemployment rate at Fort Belknap. 

"Eternity," said Poncho Bigby, the director of the 
Fort Belknap Natural Resource Department, "We'll 
suffer the impacts of that mine for eternity." 


Resistance at Big Mountain Continues 



The Dineh resisters at Big 
Mountain have until 
March 31, 1997 to decide 
whether or not to sign 
the Accommodation 
Agreement (AA) with the 
Hopi Tribe. Families who 
choose not to sign the AA 
cannot be evicted until the 
federal government builds them 
a relocation home and provides a 90-day eviction 
notice. There is no exact date when the evictions will 
occur. The federal government has until February 1, 
2000 to complete the building of relocation homes. If 
forced relocation occurs, it is going to be a long three 
years, requiring continual support. 

The Dineh resisters showed up in force in 
Windowrock, Arizona in early February for hearings 
in front of the Navajo Nation. As a result, the Navajo 
Nation has rejected the AA in its present form. A 
strong Navajo leader and Speaker of the Council, 
Kelsey Begaye, argued, "The agreement incorporates 
the principle of forced relocation of Navajo people; a 
principle which is repugnant to all Navajo people and 
which must be opposed in any form it takes... All 
delegates appreciate the gravity of our action oppos- 
ing the Agreement, but we offer our prayers to all of 
those deities who watch over and care for the Navajo 
people. With their guidance, the Council believes a 
just, permanent and comprehensive settlement will 
finally be reached." 

The following week, for the Ninth Circuit Court 
"Fairness" Hearings, the Dineh resisters surrounded 
the federal courthouse in Phoenix and impressed 
Judge Earl Carroll with their spiritual perseverance. 
The Judge seemed to want an alternative to the AA. He 
seemed to understand that the AA may not be fair. 

Judge Carroll said he may reject the A A, but he will 
not announce his decision until after the March 
deadline. The Hopis ignored his suggestion that they 
extend the March deadline for another 30 to 60 days. 

The Navajo Nation Council has offered its help in 
beginning new negotiations with the Hopis. Even 
Navajo Nation President Albert Hale, one of the 


ongoing supporters of the AA, is not so gung-ho 
about it anymore. He was seen masquerading in 
Phoenix behind a "Relocation is Genocide" banner 
just after issuing a public statement that, "even with 
the limitations of the present agreement, it still offers 
the best option for our people. For decades, all other 
options have failed, including land exchanges, land 
purchases and repeal of the relocation law." 

Navajo Nation Councilman Erwin Keeswood, a 
delegate from Shiprock, summed up most feelings 
when he declared that it is up to the two sovereign 
nations to work out an acceptable agreement. He 
warned against any involvement by the US govern- 
ment, saying a hands off policy to this issue would be 
appropriate. 

It is important for supporters to note that the Hopi 
Tribal Council has an Exclusionary Law that they 
may use to eject any non-Indian who they do not 
wish on their land. They have used this law against 
the Rainbow family and others who have challenged 
the Hopi Tribe's authority. The ejection of non- 
Indians is always accompanied by the Arizona police. 

Non-Indian supporters should see the Brigid '97 EF! 
Journal article on Big Mountain for a list about prepa- 
rations for self-sufficiency and support activities. In 
addition, it is necessary for all support people to have 
understanding. Learn the roots of oppression and 
what it means to live in a world where the words 
"consciousness" and "liberty" are unknown. Under- 
stand the runaway technology that is plunging us 
into an uncertain future. Peabody Western has the 
power and technology to convert to solar and wind 
power. The revolution is not on the outside, it is from 
within. The Spirit of the land, the Hopi and Dineh 
people are under assault. This is more than a political 
issue for activists and eco-friendly warriors. This is a 
collision with history. Understand that we must all 
walk in beauty if we are to survive this collision. 

For more information, please contact the Sovereign 
Dineh Nation at POB 30453, Flagstaff, AZ 86003; 
(520) 522-8683; email sdn@primenet.com; http:// 
www.primenet.com/-sdn. 

— Mary Katherine Smith and Adam Steinberg 
contributed to this article. 
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Trawling Threatens Steller Sea Lions 


by Jeanne Patton and Ken Stump 

Just as the spotted owl is an indicator species of 
a healthy forest ecosystem, the Steller sea lion, a 
predator at the top of the North Pacific food 
chain, acts as an indicator of ocean ecosystem 
health. The Steller sea lions who inhabit the 
waters of the North Pacific Ocean have suffered 
the most dramatic population decline of any pin- 
niped during the last 30 years. 

Currently, the Steller is listed as a threatened 
species and it will soon be added to the endan- 
gered species list. A recent National Research 
Council study says the only factor deemed to have 
a "high likelihood" of explaining Steller decline is 
the overfishing of Steller prey. Greenpeace has 
maintained that industrial-scale, factory trawl fish- 
ing of pollock jeopardizes the S teller's survival. In 
August 1996, Greenpeace launched a campaign to 
ban factory trawlers in US waters and is now 
calling on Congress to conduct hearings on the 
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS). 

History of Steller sea lion decline 

Between 1956 and 1960, Steller sea lion num- 
bers were estimated at 240,000-290,000 world- 
wide. Although the species ranges from the North 
Pacific rim of California to the Korean Peninsula, 
the population centers of greatest abundance are 
found in Alaska, from the Kenai Peninsula in the 
Gulf of Alaska to the Central Aleutian Islands. 
During these same years, an incomplete survey 
showed 140,000 Stellers in this region. 

In 1964, Japanese factory trawlers pioneered a new 
on-board processing technology which converts pol- 
lock (a primary fish prey for sea lions, fur seals, harbor 
seals and some sea birds) into surimi, a protein paste 
widely used as imitation crab meat. During the first 
year after the invention of this technology, Japan 
removed 175,000 tons of pollock from the eastern 
Bering Sea. Soviet factory ships soon joined the hunt. 
Between 1970-1976, over ten million tons of pollock 
were extracted from the eastern Bering Sea by foreign 
factory trawlers. In the early '80s, a 200-mile exclu- 
sive zone off the coast of all countries was estab- 
lished, yet in the US zone overfishing continued. 

In this same time period, the first large declines 
of Stellers were recorded in the eastern Aleutian 
Islands. By 1985, only 68,000 Stellers were counted 
in rookeries from the Kenai Peninsula to Kiska 
Island in the central Aleutians — a 48 percent de- 
cline from the 1960 population. In 1989, a survey 
of Steller rookeries indicated that the population 
in the same Kenai-to-Kiska area had plummeted 
to about 25,000 animals. 


Factory trawlers breaking the food chain 

Stellers may be deprived of suitable prey even 
when overall abundance of groundfish stocks are 
high. The time of year and location of fishery 
removals may be as important as the numbers of 
fish removed. For instance, pollock and mackerel 
catches in sea lion foraging areas increased dra- 
matically throughout the 1980s. Trawl fishing of 
pollock increased during the winter months and 
targeted spawning pollock whose roe (eggs) are 
prized by humans for their high market value and 



Stellar sea lions warm up from the waters of the North Pacific. 


by sea lions for their high energy content. Energy 
rich spawning pollock are vital to pregnant or 
nursing sea lions in crucial late-winter months. 
Depletion of this important food source causes 
food-stressed females to abort fetuses or wean nurs- 
ing pups before they are able to feed themselves. 
Evidence of nutritional stress in sea lions was 
observed in the Kodiak Island rookeries in the 
1980s following the decimation of the spawning 
pollock stock. Surveys there revealed that sea lions, 
particularly females, weighed less, were in poorer 
condition and produced fewer pups than their 
counterparts of earlier years. 

A weak response from NMFS 

In 1 988, it was proposed that the Steller be listed 
as a depleted species under the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act. The following year 16 environ- 


mental groups submitted a petition to the Secre- 
tary of Commerce to list Steller sea lions as endan- 
gered under provisions of the Endangered Species 
Act (ESA). This prompted the NMFS to publish an 
emergency rule listing the Steller sea lion as a 
threatened species in 1990. Ironically, that same 
year, the North Pacific Fishery Management Coun- 
cil proposed an 82 percent increase in the pollock 
quota in the Gulf of Alaska, as well as in the eastern 
Bering Sea. NMFS issued a biological opinion stat- 
ing that a 40 percent increase in the Gulf of Alaska's 
total allowable catch was "not likely" to jeopardize 
the Steller sea lion. A legal challenge resulted in the 
establishment of no-trawl zones of 10-20 nautical 
miles around sea lion rookeries in western Alaska. 
However, the Steller is known to forage out to the 
continental shelf and buffer zones have not af- 
forded meaningful protection to one of the largest 
single-species fisheries in the world. 

NMFS proposed in 1995 to uplist the western 
Alaskan Kenai-to-Kiska portion of the Steller sea 
lion stock from threatened to endangered because 
of continued Steller decline. Unfortunately, NMFS 
continues to miss uplisting deadlines and has 
failed to recommend any significant reduction of 
the pollock quota in the eastern Bering Sea. It is 
clear that NMFS has not addressed the link be- 
tween pollock overfishing and Steller decline. The 
total allowable catch for 1997 remains at 1.1 
million metric tons. 

In 1997, two hard-hitting direct actions took 
place aimed at spreading awareness of these 
destructive fishing practices and physically 
stopping factory trawlers from leaving port. On 
January 2, 1997, activists confronted the world's 
newest factory trawler, the American Monarch. 
They attached a 30-foot banner that read, 
"American Monarch: Factory Trawler, Overfishing 
Permit Denied, Banned In Chile, Ban It Here," to 
the side of the ship docked in Seattle, Washington. 
This action was a follow-up to October '96 protests 
by Chilean fishermen and activists in Norway and 
Chile which resulted in the Chilean government's 
rejection of a fishing permit for the American 
Monarch. 

If you'd like to voice your rage to the Secretary of 
Commerce, (who oversees the NMFS) contact the US 
Secretary of Commerce, Washington, DC, 20230; 
(202)482-2112; fax (202)482-4576 and demand a 
rapid phaseout of factory trawlers in US waters by the 
year 2001. The complete report, "Sinking Fast: How 
Factory Trawlers are Destroying US Fisheries and 
Marine Ecosystems" is posted on Greenpeace's website 
at http://www.greenpeace.org/~usa/campaigns/ 
biodiversity. 
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What does this mean to activist; 
defending National Forests? It coulc 
mean the end of all closure order; 
until the regulations are rewritten. Tc 
challenge a closure, we suggest that 
you first apply to enter any closed 
area. Make sure to get copies of your 
request and their answer. Then, use 
Lodge's order in court when you go to 
trial. If you're on trial, appealing a 
closureconvictjonor just wanta copy 
of the order, contact the Cove/Mal- 
lard Coalition. Don't forget to in- 
clude a couple of dollars to cover 
mailing costs. Also contact the Coa- 
lition to support the defendants or 
vet I Ole information or, upcoming 
actior *■ ( . w 'D art t oalith *, POB 
8968, Moscow, ID 83843; (208) 882- 
9755; fax (208) 883-0727; e-piaU 
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HARD TIMES AT COHO CORRAL 


by Alexandra Morton 

In October 1984, 1 followed a family of killer whales 
into the Broughton Archipelago in British Columbia, 
Canada. It was a dark, wet day with mist clinging to the 
steep-sided inlet walls. The winding channels led me 
deeper into a wilderness of unimaginable beauty. 
Underwater, the whales' calls echoed in the cold 
silence. I knew immediately this would become my 
home. I was searching for a place to begin a long-term, 
year-round study on killer whales, and it seemed 
fitting that the whales should lead me there. 

Looking back on the first years of my research, I did 
not know how lucky I was to spend my days wander- 
ing the Archipelago in the company of whales. I 
thought they would always be here, visible from the 
windows of my homestead. Three years after I began 
my study, however, the first salmon farm appeared. 
Today, whales don't come here anymore. 

How bad can a salmon farm be? A small set of pens 
anchored in the vast ocean, producing food for a 
hungry world, without touching the wild salmon. 
This was my first reaction: they looked like a great idea. 
However, the fishers who taught me the ways of fish 
noticed otherwise almost immediately. 

In 1991, IBEC, a corporate chicken farmer, put tens 
of thousands of Atlantic salmon into the Archipelago 
that were infected with a bacterial disease called 
furunculosis. IBEC's farms were on the migration 
route of coho salmon. That fall a small coho enhance- 
ment hatchery which had been operating for ten years 
saw its first case of furunculosis. In the previous decade 
at the hatchery, broodstock mortality had averaged 
three percent and that year it jumped to 28 percent. 
The next year it went higher. Eventually, to keep any 
hatchery fish alive antibiotics had to be administered. 

In 1993, a Norwegian company called Scanmar 
put thousands more Atlantic salmon into the 
Archipelago. They were infected with a strain of 
furunculosis resistant to all antibiotics used in 
salmon farms in British Columbia. That fall the 
returning coho were also infected with a strain of 
furunculosis resistant to antibiotics. Local Chi- 
nook stocks crashed across all age-classes. 

I tried unsuccessfully to determine if the strains of 
furunculosis were the same in the farmed Atlantic 
salmon and the wild Pacific salmon, but the farmers 
were unwilling to release that information. An en- 
vironmental review of the industry currently under- 
way in BC also tried to extract this information 
without success. Government and industry repre- 
sentatives have asked us to believe the repeated 
simultaneous epidemics are mere coincidence. Nor- 
wegian research, however, has found that fish farms 
on salmon migration routes are one of the leading 
causes of disease in enhancement hatcheries. 

My prawn fishing neighbors were distraught to find 
that salmon farms also ruin prime prawn habitat. 
When placed near farms, prawn traps come up empty. 


Not only are there no prawns, there is no life at all and 
stinking ooze adheres to the trap mesh. Research in 
Denmark discovered the same results, reporting loss of 
all macro-invertebrates near salmon farms. 

When the farmers first began importing Atlan- 
tic salmon, they said none would escape. Ten 
years later there are so many escaped Atlantics 
they have earned a spot in the BC fishing regula- 
tions and a daily quota. Humanity is curiously 
keen to move species around the planet, even 
though we often express huge regret later and 
expend terrific effort to undo what we have done. 

On an exquisite, calm day in June 1993, 1 lowered 
my underwater listening device from my boat, placed 
the headset on my ears and turned on the recorder. I 
have done this thousands of times to listen for whales, 
but this time I yanked the headset off my ears as fast 
as possible. The sounds coming from underwater were 
painfully loud. The nearby salmon farm, owned by 
Stolt, a tanker corporation, was broadcasting high 
pitched frequencies in an effort to keep seals from 
attacking its fish. As I proceeded down the channel, I 
noticed that all the harbor porpoise were gone. 

A year later, I was able to prompt the Department 
of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) to conduct a study 
at that location on the effect of acoustic harass- 
ment devices on harbor porpoise. It revealed that 
porpoises flee as soon as the devices are turned on. 
The Canadian Fisheries Act prohibits disburse- 


would be great if this industry really could help 
preserve wild stocks, but my conclusion is that no 
ecosystem has ever withstood the impact of corpo- 
rate farming. In the marine environment, the im- 
pact is compounded because pathogens, escapees, 
drugs, deadly pesticides, antibiotics and anti-foulants 
flow into direct contact with wild fish. 

When the farms first appeared, well-written guide- 
lines prohibited them from using salmon migration, 
feeding or holding areas, as well as important areas for 
other species. This policy was adopted by Norway after 
their wild stocks were threatened by the introduction 
of exotic parasites and pathogens. As soon as the 
guidelines were written, however, they were violated. 
Ironically, the farms destroy the richest waters on this 
coast, releasing their toxic chemicals and diseases 
directly into the most vital cradles of life in the Pacific 
Northwest which originally drew them there. 

Around the world, wherever salmon farms have 
appeared, in Chile, Scotland, Ireland, eastern 
Canada and the US, there has been severe damage 
done to wild stocks and heated controversy. Salmon 
farming cannot coexist with wild stocks because it 
overtaxes the marine environment's ability to flush 
away deadly by-products. Places which can sup- 
port hundreds of wild fish are now burdened with 
hundreds of thousands of domestic fish. 

Many people express confusion at my attitude to- 
wards salmon farms, telling me they eat farm salmon 


ment of whales, dolphins, or porpoises. Despite 
this, four years later there are more acoustic harass- 
ment devices than ever and whales rarely come 
into these painfully loud waters anymore. 

Ironically, the DFO study also showed that seals 
were actually attracted to the devices, not repelled. It 
appears seals have learned that where the noises 
exist fish are easily caught. It's a dinner 
bell. As a result, fish farmers still shoot 
hundreds of seals per year, including 
pregnant and lactatin^l^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^^ ^ 

salmon already here is a game of 

Russian roulette. A high ranking DFO official wrote 
ten years ago, "Repeat shipments of non-indig- 
enous stocks into BC will, with time, guarantee the 
introduction of exotic diseases. " Then he continued 
granting permits for repeat shipment of Scottish 
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efficient salmon 
iginable on this 
lead out to sea 
nth the richness 
of the oceans stored in their flesh. This wealth 
sustains predators of enormous variety — whales, 
seals, humans, bears and eagles. It is not caged away 
for the sole consumption of wealthy people. 

Humanity can only survive by relearning natural 
laws. Corporate farmers break too many of these 
laws, reshuffling the natural order with drugs, 
pesticides, hormones, anti-foulants, bioengineer- 
ing, etc. They break the food-chain which sustains 


Atlantic salmon into BC. It is difficult to fathom this planet, ripping the web of life into fragments 
how someone can knowingly risk one of the most for sale. We like to think we exist above natural 


beloved and productive fisheries on this planet. laws, that we can outsmart them. Imagine if we 
I have placed my research aside and resisted the used our extraordinary resourcefulness to ally our- 
temptation to head north so that I could study this selves with the tremendous power of the natural 

issue and perhaps help minimize its impact. It world, if not for ourselves then for our children. 



by Lobelia and Gandalf 

On August 10, 1996, a diverse group of nine endangered their lives by 
entering the federal closure area surrounding the Horse Byars salvage sale near 
Breitenbush, Oregon. According to the US Forest Service (USFS), the 800-acre 
closure surrounding the 140-acre sale was necessary to protect the public's 
safety. Coincidentally, this danger to public safety was only fully realized after 
a blockade had occurred on the same logging road four days earlier. In the 
middle of being arrested for violating the closure, activists at the later protest 
were politely asked to wait in the road for an hour or so while the USFS dealt 
with a small arson fire up the road. The protestors politely did so, though not 
without fears that rogue logs might come crashing down the two miles from 
the site and kill them all. After arrest, they were driven to another closed area 
and waited for over an hour beneath the deadly trees, at which point their 
shoe soles were photographed and they were driven to the Marion County jail. 

Their trial occurred on February 26. After several hours wait and a brief in- 
flight movie, Judge Ochoa of the Marion County District Court ruled that 
the federal closure order implemented to keep the public over two miles 
from the actual logging site was "unconstitutionally broad," and therefore 
was a "prior restraint" of the public's First Amendment right to gather and 
protest. Among the reasons he cited for the finding of unconstitutionality 
were preferential issuing of permits and the USFS's own statements that the 
primary purpose of the closure was to prevent interference with logging. 


The judge also "reluctantly" denied the defense's motion to dismiss charges 
based on the state court's lack of jurisdiction over federal public lands. The 
judge clearly stated that, had additional evidence been introduced, he could 
have found grounds to grant such a motion. The implication of such a ruling 
is that future closure violations could be routed to federal court, where judges 
are more willing to dismiss such petty charges and more likely to fully consider 
constitutional issues. This could be devastating for the Freddies, should it be 
pursued by other trespassing defendants. It is already rumored that the Marion 
County Sheriff will "opt out" of enforcing closure orders in 1997. 

The most bizarre comment of the trial came from a sympathetic USFS law 
enforcement officer who congratulated the activists on their victory "work- 
ing within the system." Apparently under the Salvage Rider civil disobedi- 
ence was considered "the system." 

It was an exciting victory, but a Pyrrhic one, since Horse Byars has already 
been logged by Freres Lumber. They can't-take any of the logs out, though, 
since there is now an injunction on the sale. The closure has been lifted and 
the public is free to come visit the horizontal forest. 

The fight may continue as the defendants have tentatively agreed to file 
a civil suit for false arrest and other damages. The prospect of losses from 
such suits is said to be the reason behind the rumored decision of the Marion 
County Sheriff to sit out this season of forest protests: so EFIers, even if we 
don't want the money from damages, civil suits can still be an effective tool 
for forest defenders. 
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Jaguar Imperiled But Unprotected 


by Kieran Suckling, SW Center for Biological Diversity 

El tigre, the jaguar, is the largest cat in the Western Hemisphere. 
Full of power and grace, it is a symbol of mystery and wilderness 
throughout the Americas. It is also on the brink of extinction. But 
the Arizona Department of Game and Fish, New Mexico Game 
and Fish Department and the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service (FWS) don't want to list it as 
an endangered species in the United States. 

Neither do cattle ranchers, developers or 
federal predator hunters. 

They are afraid protection under the Endan- 
gered Species Act (ESA) would require restora- 
tion of streamside forests or the slowing of 
development along the San Pedro River before 
it becomes as barren as the Salt River in Phoe- 
nix. The Salt River used to have water and trees. 

That was in the days when el tigre roamed wild 
through Arizona's river valleys. 

Ironically, while the jaguar is listed as 
endangered in Mexico, where populations 
still roam remote mountains and rivers, it is 
not listed in the US, where hunting and 
habitat destruction have wiped out every 
single jaguar population and most of the 
streamside habitat where it dwelled. 

Arizona Game and Fish wants us to be- 
lieve that its recently created Jaguar Conser- 
vation Plan is so strong that protection 
under the ESA is not needed. Unfortunately, 
the plan is no more than a wish list of 
promises and possibilities. It doesn't protect 
a single acre of land ora single drop of water. 

It doesn't even increase the fine for poach- 
ing jaguars to the price of a jaguar pelt on 
the black market. The plan is a weak, last 
ditch effort to avoid real habitat protection. 

The jaguar was first listed as endangered 
in 1972 under the Endangered Species Conservation Act, the 
precursor to today's ESA. In 1979, a paperwork glitch was 
discovered while Bruce Babbitt was Governor of Arizona. Be- 
cause of this glitch, the jaguar was "inadvertently" delisted as 
endangered in the US. Three other Arizona endangered species 
suffered from the same mistake: the ocelot, the margay and the 
thick-billed parrot. The FWS promised then to list them all as 
endangered as soon as possible, in the meantime requesting that 


"all Federal and State agencies... provide them with the same 
considerations, wherever possible, that they would receive as 
endangered species until such time as they can be listed." 

A year later, in 1980, the jaguar was proposed for listing as endan- 
gered with a warning that the US Army's Fort Huachuca, on the San 
Pedro River, would be required to help conserve the imperiled cat. The 
promised listing never happened. In 1982, the 
proposal was quietly withdrawn and hope for 
el tigre passed away — until 1994, when the 
Southwest Center for Biological Diversity filed 
suit. The FWS eventually reproposed listing 
the jaguar as endangered, citing "drastic distri- 
butional decline of the species and the contin- 
ued jeopardy of any individuals in the US." 
With remarkable cynicism (and disregard for 
the law), however, the agency announced it 
would not develop a recovery plan, designate 
critical habitat 1 or even reintroduce jaguars to 
Arizona. Not surprisingly, the agency failed to 
finalize the listing, prompting another South- 
west Center lawsuit in 1996. 

State* conservation plans and cooperative 
agreements can protect imperiled species. State 
agencies can show the federal government 
how to conserve wildlife. But to do so, the 
states must ensure concrete habitat protection 
and strong anti-poaching laws. That's where 
the Jaguar Conservation Plan falls short. Its 
most concrete provision is a plan for a slideshow 
and an educational brochure. And then there 
I is the clause permitting the Governor of Ari- 
zona to cancel the plan at any time. Imagine 
| what Fife Symington, the man who recently 
| offered to shoot a spotted owl and bulldoze 
I the Gila River, would do with that option. 
The jaguar has been betrayed by 30 years 
of false promises. With the exception of 
occasional sightings along the Mexican 
border, it has become extinct in California, Arizona, New Mexico, 
Texas and Louisiana. Like the Mexican gray wolf and the Apache 
trout, it deserves the full protection of the ESA. Like the magnifi- 
cent feline it is, eL.tigre deserves our respect and projection. 

Send a letter -to Nancy Kaufman, the director of the FWS at PO Box 
1306, Albuquerque, NM, 87103; or call (505) 248-6282. Tell her that 
you want the jaguar listed and protected, and not to settle for any 
namby-pamby conservation agreement. 



The Jaguar Conservation Plan offers little protection. 


FedenaL FlanasscvenT in Cascadia 


BY FlRECROTCH 

Y'all mighta heard this crazy rumor about a 
grand jury investigation in Eugene, OR. The 
thing is, we really didn't have a grand jury, at 
least not a special one convened for the sole 
purpose of investigating the arsons at the 
Oakridge and Detroit ranger districts. But there 
most certainly is an active federal investiga- 
tion being disproportionately focused on "no 
compromise" environmentalists of both the 
feral and desktop variety. In an attempt to 
harass and intimidate activists while gather- 
ing information to further disrupt the move- 
ment, FBI and USFS agents have been visiting 
folks from the redwoods to Stumptown, and 
they're probably at your meetings, too. 

Consider the following: numerous activists 
and activists' families have been questioned 
(some at length) regarding other 
activists, Warner Creek, other high- 
profile actions and rallies and the 
arsons in Oakridge and Detroit. At 


least three individuals were asked to identify 
photographs of activists and refused. A well- 
known activist household has been under not 
so inconspicuous surveillance by the FBI, BATF 
and possibly the Forest Service (USFS). Jeffrey 
St. Clair, editor of the Wild Forest Review, was 
visited by a USFS special agent who demanded 
his subscription list without success. 

The US Attorney's office in Eugene has 
denied the existence of a special (i.e. politi- 
cal) grand jury, which would allow a secret 
trial to be focused on activists, effectively 
giving police agencies subpoena power. How- 
ever, owners of a motel in Detroit who spon- 
sored a rally had their guest records subpoe- 
naed and delivered to the regular, monthly 
federal grand jury in Eugene. A business owner 
in Eugene was repeatedly visited by an FBI 
agent ostensibly to serve a subpoena with, 
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oddly enough, an incorrect name on the 
document. Even the regular grand jury can 
be used as a tool by reactionary law enforce- 
ment agencies for counter-intelligence. 

I'm usually no conspiracy theorist, but The 
War At Home and other history has con- 
vinced me that the Feds are not above any 
scheme to destroy progressive movements. 
The arsons of USFS property were a political 
setback because they crossed the line from 
strategic wrenching by combining mindless 
destruction, which was intended to be per- 
ceived as ecotage, with our high-profile di- 
rect action. This alienated us from many real 
and potential allies within the agency and 
the public because the media connected our 
efforts to "ecoterrorism." The arsons were a 
scientific setback to the proposed Warner 
Creek (arson) fire ecology Research Natural 
Area and paperwrenching tactics which de- 
pend on monitoring data lost in the fire. 

I can't think of a better strategy for a covert 
war against political movements myself. Phase 
one: mindless faux-ecotage guaranteed to slan- 
der us in the corporate media as terrorists, 
alienating us from our mainstream sup- 
porters and justifying phase two: use 
the investigation, including a grand jury, 
to harrass, intimidate, disrupt and dis- 
credit our movement while gathering more 
information to further these goals. It's a good 
thing there was no arson section in Ecodefense 
'cause then they might have some evidence 
against us. Nobody here will be surprised, 
though, if a special grand jury comes to town. 
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“GULL-FREE” FOR ORV’S 


BY J.A. Hagar 

In May 1995, despite public opposition, the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) began poisoning sea 
gulls on Monomoy Island Refuge in Chatham on 
Cape Cod, Massachusetts. The poisoned sea gulls 
flocked inland to freshwater ponds to die, not stay- 
ing on the island where they could be tidily dis- 
posed of as they were supposed to. Though the 
2,850 targeted pairs of great black-backed and her- 
ring gulls were supposed to perish quietly within 48 
hours, some took as long as ten days to die of thirst 
and renal failure. Obviously stressed and suffering, 
the gulls were euthanized by local wildlife groups 
wanting to hasten a process that had been obviously 
botched and driven by incompetence. "We don't 
have any answer why that would be happening," 
FWS spokeswoman Diane Weaver claimed when 
confronted by citizens upset by the gulls' pro- / 
longed and pitiful deaths in freshwater sources, j 

Of the 1,185 herring and 726 black-backed | 
gulls found, 35 percent perished on the main- 
land. Given the close to 6,000 birds targeted, 
this left a substantial number unaccounted for, 
probably lost at sea. 

The plan to create a "gull-free" zone to en- 
hance nesting opportunities for the endangered 
piping plover and roseate terns is politically moti- 
vated. The black-backed and herring gull popula- 
tions have actually been decreasing in recent years 
in Massachusetts due to the state mandated closing 
of landfills and a decline in the fishing industry, 
both major food sources for scavenger birds. As the 
protected piping plover is also on the upsurge state- 
wide and in the national seashore just north of the 
refuge, some might wonder why there is a need for 
this heavy handed assault on the gull in order to 
create "avian diversity." 

Off-road vehicle (ORV) enthusiasts, a powerful 
lobby in the state, are the political force behind the 


ill-conceived "management" plan underway on 
the Monomoy Island Refuge, the only designated 
wilderness area in Massachusetts. Upset by the 
closing of many Massachusetts beaches during the 
nesting season for piping plovers, the ORV enthu- 
siasts would be appeased if numbers of nesting 
plovers could be drastically increased, thus reduc- 
ing pressure on other Cape Cod beaches which 
could then be reopened. 

Local environmentalists initially expressed con- 
cerns over the poisoning project, predicting that the 
birds would not stay confined and would pose 
hazards to water supplies and other wildlife. To this, 
FWS's Weaver responded arrogantly, "People don't 
understand what it's about. They tend to anthropo- 
morphize." 

Some "experts" condemn the gull as a 
pest and a "flying rat, " a rather elitist view 
of a useful forager that cleans the beaches 
and has been a part of the ecosystem of 
Cape Code for generations. 

Monomoy is located in Nan- 
tucket Sound, a short dis- 
tance off Chatham's 
southern coast. Last 
May, FWS person- 
nel, supervised 
by three staff 
members 
from 


the Animal Damage Con- 
trol program, placed bread cubes laced with 
the avicide DRC 1339 in the birds' nests. Then FWS 
workers, wearing hip boots and rubber gloves and 
carrying black plastic trash bags, moved down the 
shoreline, picking up the bodies of the gulls that 
had succumbed to the poison. For the duration of 



the poisoning, 350 acres on South Monomoy Island 
were closed to the public. Protesters were threat- 
ened with arrest and imprisonment if they set foot 
on the island. 

Meanwhile, on the mainland FWS officials at 
first discouraged the euthanizing of dying birds, 
asserting that the public didn't know what was best 
for wildlife. However, when confronted with the 
extent of the damage they had caused they joined 
the volunteers. 

Those who warned that the avicide was not as 
benign and species-specific as claimed by the ser- 
vice had their misgivings confirmed. Not only did 
the gulls take far longer than 48 hours (as FWS 
claimed) to die in an obviously agonized and 
painful way, but concerned citizens discovered 
that the pesticide is banned in two states. The 
compound, a chlorinated hydrocarbon marketed 
under a variety of names, is toxic to a broad 
spectrum of animals and was banned in 1996 in 
Missouri and California, both of which are agricul- 
tural states. Reasons for the ban include the poison's 
inability to break down and its toxic effects, which 
are also of concern to Cape Codders who are 
surrounded on three sides by ocean. 

Public opposition, including demonstrations and 
threats of civil disobedience by Earth First! activists 
has cost the agency $18,500 a day and caused the 
FWS, on January 31, 1997, to announce the post- 
ponement of the poisoning program. The poison- 
ing program was to have cost a total of $120,000 to 
kill between 5,000 and 7,000 birds over four years. 
Though the poisoning has been suspended for the 
above reasons, reports are that the FWS plans to 
continue the harassment of the gull population 
through alternative means, including shooting. 

If you'd like more information on the seagull poi- 
sonings, contact: Provincetown Earth First!, 401 1/2 
Commercial Street, Provincetown, MA, 02657; (508) 
487-9513. 


USFS Sky Island Giveaway Allows Mining 


by Bill Moeller 

Steve Christiansen, Forest Service 
(USFS) lackey, must think we're stu- 
pid. Or else he is. When Tucson 
Mayor George Miller asked him why 
the standing-room-only crowd at city 
hall came out to oppose the 
Rosemont Ranch Land Exchange (be- 
tween ASARCO mining and the 
USFS), even though ASARCO can ex- 
ploit the resources with or without 
the exchange, Christiansen said he 
didn't understand the question. 
Without exception, the rest of the 
room understood the question. 

Steve claims to be a process man. To 
me "process man" is just another way 
of saying bureaucrat. And he played 
that role well when he evaded a tough 
question with feigned stupidity. 

The answer, of course, is that 
ASARCO could mine free of federal 
oversight if they held title to the 
land. And they've stated very clearly 
in the past that they consider federal 
oversight to be a hindrance. If the 
public still owns the land, ASARCO 
must be much more respectful of it, 
and respect chews a chunk out of the 
bottom line. There's also the touchy 
issue of reclamation. The USFS has a 
reclamation policy with a few more 
teeth in it than the Arizona State law, 
which allows mining companies to 
build a scenic overlook and call the 
old pit a tourist site. 

ASARCO is very proud of its reclama- 
tion program, which involves cows, 
called ASARCOWS. These cows wan- 
der around churning up the soil, and I 
guess when they poop it spreads grass 
seeds that sprout and revegetate the 


area. I don't know much about cows, 
but I've talked to people who do and 
they say that if ASARCO is planning on 
improving the land by grazing it, they 
must be really messing it up by mining. 
I don't like the sound of that. 

Anyway, we were all at this city coun- 
cil meeting because for just a minute 
we forgot how cynical we were and 
thought that the political process might 
work. We wanted the council to pass a 
resolution opposing the land exchange, 
essentially telling the USFS that the 
council's constituents were tired of the 
USFS giving away our land to money 
grubbing corporations who quickly lay 
waste to it. 

Dale Dixon, head project develop- 
ment guy for ASARCO, has decided 
that he needs 13,272 acres of land in 
the northeast end of the Santa Rita 
Mountains. This mountain range, one 
of southern Arizona's grand Sky Is- 
land ranges, is about 40 miles south- 
east of Tucson. Dixon intends to trade 
2,222 acres of privately held 
inholdings scattered around the state 
in 23 parcels for the 13,272-acre piece 
of land. What a deal! He already holds 
title to about 2,000 acres, which he 
absconded with back before the mora- 
torium on patenting. This land con- 
tains a huge copper deposit, and it's 
here that Dale wants to dig a hole — 
but now he needs the additional land 
for his waste and other things. 

This area is an important wildlife cor- 
ridor between the Huachuca Mountains, 
the Santa Ritas and the Catalinas. I 
guess Dale figures the animals can jump 
over a mile-wide pit. When USFS Steve 
was stumped by the mayor's question. 
Dale decided to take a stab at it. He 


responded that ASARCO doesn't want 
to have to resubmit a mining plan every 
four years for USFS approval, and that 
he will write a dam good plan up front 
and stick with it for 25 years. Now that 
left me a little confused because I thought 
a mining plan was constantly changing 
as the geologists track the ore deposit. 
But then it occurred to me that maybe 
Dale just doesn't want anybody to know 
what he's doing. 

There's been concern around Tuc- 
son that by doing a land swap 
ASARCO could avoid having to do an 
Environmental Impact Statement on 
the mining operation. The environ- 
mental impacts of the exchange itself 


are probably fairly small. Once they 
own the land they would be free to 
mine with impunity. I'm sure this 
looks good to a company that is 
Arizona's top polluter. Its smelting 
operation in Hayden has bagged that 
honor year after year. 

So, it was an entertaining evening at 
the council chambers and after an elo- 
quent speech by council member Molly 
McKasson, sponsor of the resolution, 
the roll was called and the resolution 
passed unanimously. This was a mighty 


bold and progressive act on the part of 
those seven politicians, and one which 
at least momentarily restored my faith 
in the political system. 

The moment, though, has passed. 
Mining is a supply and demand issue 
and stopping land exchanges and indi- 
vidual mines only deals with the sup- 
ply side. To stop the poverty, pollution 
and desolation that is the legacy of 
mining, we must be prepared to take 
on the much bigger battle of overcon- 
sumption. This will never be accom- 
plished with a roll-call vote. It will only 
be accomplished through a mass edu- 
cational movement aimed at restruc- 
turing the foundation of our 
culture. As long as the de- 
mand for natural resources 
continues to grow, so will 
the extractive industries sup- 
plying that demand. 

If those who have the wealth and 
political connections to stop corpora- 
tions like ASARCO act only in the in- 
terest of preserving their own lifestyles, 
they will be condemning the 
poor and disenfranchised to 
live with the environmen- 
tal degradation that they 
themselves can afford not to tolerate. 
Ultimately, we will all be screwed. 

What you can do: 

1) Write to Steve's boss, John McGee, 
Coronado National Forest Supervisor, 
300 W. Congress, Tucson, AZ 85701, 
and remind him that the USFS is neu- 
tral agency charged with protecting 
the best interest of the public. 

2) Write to Dale Dixon at ASARCO, 
Inc., 1150 N. 7th Ave., Tucson, AZ 
85705, and tell him "No deal, Dale!" 

3) Simplify your life and use less. 

March-April 1997 Earth First! Page 13 







The FBI bomb expert ousted from his job at the FBI 
Crime Lab in Washington, DC, is the same agent 
who played a key role in the police identification of 
Judi Bari as the alleged perpetrator of her own 1990 
car bombing. 

Agent David Williams is one of three senior agents 
removed from their lab in January after a Justice 
Department investigation alleged they mishandled 
evidence, and in some instances, misled the courts. 
Williams and the others also "played golf when they 
should have been at work, held weekly poker games 
while on duty, and kept gin in the office refrigerator. " 

Williams had major responsibilities in explosives 
investigations surrounding the recent Oklahoma 
City and World Trade Center bombing cases. As the 
FBI lab's chief evidence gatherer, Williams, exam- 
ined evidence taken by the Oakland Police Depart- 
ment (OPD) from the site of a May, 1990 car bomb- 
ing that crippled Bari and injured fellow Earth First! 
organizer Darryl Cherney. Williams linked nails 
found in the blast debris to some found in a 
carpenter's box at Bari's home, according to OPD. 
Revelations about Williams and the crime lab's 
tarnished reputation should bolster the civil lawsuit 
for false arrest against the FBI and the OPD. 
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OPD Sgt. Michael Sitterud has declared in a sworn 
affidavit that Williams told him that nails believed to 
be from the car bomb were the same kind found in an 
initial search of Bari's home. Williams said the FBI's 
crime lab analysis showed that the nails were made by 
the same machine within a batch of 200 to 1 ,000 nails, 
according to Sitterud. Later, however, Williams testi- 
fied under oath that it was scientifically impossible to 
connect the nails in such a manner. Williams ac- 
knowledged under oath that evidence taken during a 
subsequent search of Bari's house failed to turn up 
anything that could possibly link her to the car bomb. 
Williams also said he thought it was "very unlikely" 
that he had made the nail claims, as contended by the 
OPD, because they were simply "erroneous." 

Williams and the two other agents (Martz and 
Thurman) were criticized for their performance in 
the Oklahoma City case. Williams was the man 
responsible for collecting evidence in the case. Ac- 
cording to the Inspector General's investigation, 
Williams allegedly gave inaccurate testimony at the 
trial of the bombing suspects. Despite the allega- 
tions, the FBI has said it does not believe that "any 
of the problems cited by the Inspector General will 
preclude anyone from receiving a fair trial." 


I struck one or two more animals after that. I 
walloped a deer on the head coming around a blind 
curve on a steep, 75-degree Mendocino hill. It 
vanished into the night. Then on Halloween, I 
believe I struck a cat that dashed between my front 
and rear tires near Berkeley, where I was staying 
after an action in San Francisco. I couldn't find that 
animal either. 

Then on November 1, 1996, I learned the un- 
thinkable. Judi Bari had been diagnosed with breast 
cancer that had metastasized to her liver. The prog- 
nosis was not good. The tree was in peril. 

All of what had seemed important, the demon- 
strations, the people in jail, even the falling trees 
became irrelevant. The humanity of our movement, 
the shortness of our lives, the fear of facing the 
future stood before me (and all of us) like a brick wall 
we were about to hit at 90 miles an hour. I cried and 
cried and cried, mostly alone. The bird was still on 
the road. And it was the music on the car stereo that 
got to me every time. It was as though every song 
was written for Judi. When facing my friends, I was 
stoic. I felt mostly shock or nothing. But those times 
alone, in flight at night, is when it gets to me. 

And I wonder. Will this bird ever land? And when 
it decides to, will there be a tree left standing for it 
to call home? And when do we stop and say that the 
people are trees too. That we are being cut down by 
the poisons, the bombs, our dysfunction and the 
pain of being left alone in the world, separated from 
our tribes, divided and conquered. And how will we 
ever get back? Or forward? My resolve is strength- 
ened, though my heart is broken. The bird still loves 
the tree. 


by Darryl Cherney 

I have loved Judi Bari for as long as I've known her. 
We met, fell in love and combined organizing efforts 
for redwood preservation in early 1988. 1 used to refer 
to us as the bird and the tree. I was the bird, always 
flying about the country, playing music, my nervous 
energy constantly sending me toward some new, 
required destination. Judi was the tree. She remained 
in Mendocino County as much as possible, raising her 
two young children while ferociously organizing 
massive numbers of people through her numerous, 
effective mailings, phone calls, press releases and her 
feisty, eloquent appearances at demonstrations. 

On May 24, 1990, as our romance was ending and 
our campaign for Redwood Summer was just getting 
underway, a pipe bomb exploded under the driver's 
seat of Judi's car while we were in Oakland. We were 
on a roadshow in which I sang, played guitar and 
showed slides while Judi played fiddle and speech- 
ified in her dynamic, humorous manner that has 


"Don't Mourn, Organize!" 

now become legendary. We had decided to take to 
the road a bit to get away from the death threats we 
had been receiving. 

Judi was almost killed. The pipe bomb someone 
placed under her seat fractured her pelvis in ten 
places, paralyzed her right leg, pulverized and dislo- 
cated her two lower vertebrae and impaled her with 
a car seat spring. She suffered organ damage as well. 


Then the FBI and Oakland Police Department 
showed up and accused us both of knowingly 
transporting the bomb. We were thrown in 
jail as the media repeated the FBI's lies, tar- 
nishing our reputations as peaceful activists, 
as well as that of the whole Earth First! move- 
ment. Someone had tried to cut down the 
tree. They almost succeeded. 

For the bird's part, I emerged relatively un- 
scathed, with only minor injuries. The bomb 
blast was deflected away from me by the hump 
of the transmission in the middle of the car. 

Since that time, Judi and I had a rocky but 
constant relationship. Together, we sued the 
FBI and Oakland Police Department. We con- 
tinued to organize huge rallies for Headwa- 
ters, and record numbers of protesters turned 
out over the last two years. 

In 1996, the Headwaters demonstrations were co- 
lossal. Over 100 activists constantly kept our Humboldt 
County, California base camp abuzz. On September 
15 alone, 1,033 people were arrested. Almost 200 more 
were arrested throughout the following month. 

Few know that Judi went to sleep every night 
suffering excruciating pain from nerve endings that 
wanted to regenerate but couldn't. She said it was like 
electric shocks zapping her all night long. She didn't 
look forward to growing old. 

Sometime in mid-October, I began to feel that 
something bad was going to happen. The same day 
that I found out the sheriffs were tailing me for 
suspicion of "conspiracy," I struck a barn owl on my 
way home. A few days later, I struck an old dog 
broadside on Highway 101. There was no sign of the 
body when I returned. A day or two later I found an old 
deer skull sitting in the center of my driveway. 

The next night I went to the base camp at Williams 
Grove in Myers Flat, which is comprised of huge, 
ancient redwoods. As I shut my car door at about 10 
| p.m. on that windless, warm night, an old-growth 
§■ redwood crashed to the ground with a thunderous 
I* impact. The camp stood still, then circled up and 
shared its collective thoughts and prayers. 

I told the story of my car experiences and my 
premonitions, expressing my fears that death was on 
the horizon. I warned everyone to be careful. Tensions 
between us, the cops and the loggers were at a high. I 
was afraid that one of our activists might get killed or 
badly injured. An ancient redwood falling in your 
presence is not to be taken lightly. I repeated an old 
expression I had heard, "The best prophets are those 
whose prophesies do not come true." Our activity 
level, however, did not offer much time for serious 
contemplation. We went back to our demonstration 
planning that night. 


The Bird and the Tree — A Tribute to Judi Bari 
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Logging, Landslides and Lawsuits 

Headwaters Forest vs. Pacific Lumber 


by Hugh Morose 

On February 1 8, the US Supreme Court dealt a major 
victory to endangered species in Headwaters Forest 
and on corporate lands across America. By refusing to 
hear Pacific Lumber's final appeal in the Owl Creek 
case, the court affirmed a precedent-setting ruling 
remarkable for its strong insistence that the Endan- 
gered Species Act (ESA) be enforced on private lands. 

The case centered around a two-step clearcut 
proposed for 137 pristine acres of ancient redwood 
in the Owl Creek grove of Headwaters forest. The 
Environmental Protection Information Center 
(EPIC), a nonprofit group that has been fighting 
alongside Earth First! to save Headwaters, first filed 
suit on the plan in state court almost seven years 
ago. The federal suit was filed in 1 992 after Maxxam/ 
Pacific Lumber twice defied the law and logged in 
the grove without approval. 

Marbled Murreletv. Pacific Lumber finally went to trial 
in 1995 and Federal District Court Judge Louis Bechtle 
affirmed the US Fish and Wildlife Service's determina- 
tion that habitat modification constitutes sufficient 
"harm" and "harassment" to cause a "take" under the 
ESA. In plain English, this means that if a corporation 
destroys endangered species habitat so that a species 
can no longer live or breed successfully, that corpora- 
tion is considered to have killed (or "taken") the 
species, regardless of whether or not actual dead 
critters can be found. Bechtle's decision upheld the 
opinion of reputable experts that the m arbled murrelet, 
a threatened seabird dependent on old-growth stands 
for nesting habitat, would likely go extinct in Califor- 
nia if any more of its habitat were cut. 

In the context of the Clinton administration's 
largely bogus agreement to "save" Headwaters, this 
decision will have major implications. Pacific Lum- 
ber recently filed a draft Sustained Yield Plan (SYP), 
a long-term forest management plan designed to 
satisfy state regulations, as part of the agreement. 
The SYP lays out Maxxam's plans to liquidate four 
of the ancient groves of Headwaters (along with all 
of the other old-growth redwood on their land) over 
the next 15 years. In order to do so, however, they 
must also file a Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP), 
one of the many log-truck sized loopholes in the 
ESA which allows corporations a permit to "take" 
endangered species. Approval of an HCP is neces- 
sary to make implementation of the SYP legal. 

Many Headwaters activists regarded the SYP draft 
as a confirmation of their worst fears about the 
agreement. However, the Owl Creek case puts fed- 
eral regulatory agencies in the hot seat, because 
approval of an HCP cannot "preclude recovery" of 
a species. By approving the HCP/SYP that Pacific 
Lumber wants, the agencies would be sanctioning 
the destruction of over half of the remaining habitat 
of the marbled murrelet, while also permitting 
Maxxam to wreak havoc on dozens of species for 
which legal protection is not as stringent. The US 
Fish and Wildlife Service's own biologists came to 


the conclusion that the murrelet needs every acre of 
remaining suitable habitat in order to have even a 
slim chance of recovery. The Coho salmon, already 
on the brink of extinction and gone from most of 
the streams that once teemed with spawning fish, is 
also scheduled to be listed under the ESA in April. 
Even state and federal bureaucrats and their 
"biostitutes" are now acknowledging that the HCP/ 
SYP cannot be approved in its current form. 

Although the situation looks better than it did a 
few weeks ago, the insidious dangers of this agree- 
ment are making themselves awfully clear. Mem- 
bers of Clinton's astoundingly slick Headwaters PR 
team are busy trying to schmooze with the very 
activists whom they have shut out of every mean- 
ingful negotiation over the years. The Headwaters 
scenario is starting to smell like a small-scale Option 
9, with the stench of manufactured compromise 
(what columnist Alexander Cockburn would call 
"coercive harmony") wafting over every conversa- 
tion. Clinton and his cronies (including Maxxam's 
head pirate, Charles Hurwitz, and his Senatorial 
ally, Dianne Feinstein) desperately need to create an 
appearance of participation with environmentalists 
in order to sell the public some half-assed, "win-win 
solution" later on. Luckily, most of us are smarter 
than they are, and we know that our power lies in 
the grassroots strength that made 
"Headwaters" a household word 
in the first place. 

Even more disgusting is the fact 
that these agency bozos refuse to do 
their jobs unless citizen groups like 
EPIC work for years through the 
courts to slap them into shape. They 
apparently regard mere enforcement 
of existing laws to be some sort of 
dangerous revolutionary concept, 
rather than just what it is: a regula- 
tory responsibility to uphold public 
trust values such as clean water, 
clear air and thriving wildlife. 

Even the laws of this dollar-driven 
land dictate that private property 
rights end where protection of the 
public trust begins. Maxxam/Pacific 
Lumber recently clearcut and roaded 
a steep hillside above the tiny 
Humboldt County town of Stafford 
with the full approval of the California Department of 
Forestry. In an echo of the tragedies across Oregon in 
recent years, the hillside failed in a major storm this 
winter, inundating the town with mud and destroy- 
ing most of its homes. Residents had only minutes to 
evacuate and were lucky to escape with their lives. 

Pacific Lumber's liquidation forestry has also choked 
streams in local parks with silt and gravel. Hillside 
failures on corporate land above Humboldt Red- 
woods State Park have buried the stream channel of 
Jordan Creek, one of many former salmon-bearing 
creeks, under 1 5 feet of debris. Agency unwillingness 


to uphold the public trust is allowing corporations to 
threaten our wildlife, or water, our parks and even 
our lives! In this respect, Clinton's weak-kneed atti- 
tude toward defending the public trust against 
"takings" lawsuits filed by corporate welfare kings 
represents the most disgusting kind of complicity. 

These snivelers are not only abandoning their re- 
sponsibility to protect these values, but also requiring 
the public to shoulder the burden of paying for 
whatever is deemed picturesque enough to save. Again, 
the Headwaters "agreement" is a case in point. Buried 
in the fine print of the deal is a complicated land swap 
through which thousands of acres of national forest 
land in the Sierra Nevada will be traded to Sierra Pacific 
Industries (California's largest private landowner) in 
exchange for the timber property on Elk River, a 
critical buffer area to the north of Headwaters Grove. 
These lands provide essential habitat for dozens of rare 
and threatened flora and fauna, yet wildlife surveys 
have not been completed on many of the parcels. 
Furthermore, trading these properties under the Head- 
waters agreement would undermine the efforts of 
Sierra activists who have previously arranged Forest 
Service acquisition of unique inholdings in the Sierra 
ecosystem. In short, these land swaps function to 
divide and conquer activists by trading one ecological 
catastrophe for another, even as they set a dangerous 


precedent by requiring the public to pay for preserva- 
tion. Clinton and company have demonstrated this 
pattern in Yellowstone and Southern Utah, and they're 
bringing their multi-million-dollar sweepstakes to 
California's redwoods. 

Earth First!, EPIC, Trees Foundation and others will 
continue to focus their efforts on building support 
for a "Citizen's Alternative" to the Headwaters agree- 
ment. This grassroots movement has tremendous 
power and momentum, and we will resist any at- 
tempt by Clinton's smooth-talking cronies to drag us 
into a situation of compromise. 



Horizontal marbled murrelet habitat at the “salvaged" All Species Grove 


Maxxam’s Largest 
Investor Scolds 
Hurwitz 

California's public employees' pension fund is 
pressuring Maxxam to back off threats to log Head- 
waters Forest if a proposed $ 380-million deal with 
the Clinton administration collapses. 

The $ 108-billion fund, which handles the pen- 
sions of more than a million state and local govern- 
ment workers, holds about $15.2 million worth of 
stock in Maxxam Inc., Pacific Lumber's Houston- 
based owner. 

"If any of those towering redwoods start falling, 
the public outrage would be incredible. It could be 
the beginning of Maxxam's financial ruin," said 
Patricia Macht, spokeswoman for the pension fund, 
California Public Employees' Retirement System 
(CALPERS). "As a major stockholder, we're very 
concerned about that." 


Pacific Lumber President John Campbell objected, 
"It's unfortunate that usually very responsible people 
are being led astray by environmental leaders who 
are waging a false and misleading campaign" against 
the proposed Headwaters deal. Maxxam representa- 
tives have warned they will try to remove valuable 
downed timber from Headwaters and other nearby 
groves if the deal collapses. 

Whether Pacific Lumber could, however, is in 
question after a US Supreme Court decision not to 
hear the company's appeal of a permanent logging 
ban in one 170-acre redwood grove. The pension 
fund's position, expressed in a letter from CEO 
James Burton to Maxxam chairman Charles Hurwitz, 
is the latest development in a campaign on behalf of 
environmentalists mounted by three of the state's 
largest school employee unions — the 180,000 mem- 
ber California School Employees Association, 7 5,000 
member California Federation of Teachers and 7,500 
member Faculty Association of California Commu- 
nity Colleges. The unions have gone on record in 


support of the Clinton administration acquiring 
60,000 acres of mostly cut-over Pacific Lumber 
timberland, instead of sticking with plans to create 
a new 7, 500-acre Headwaters preserve. Union lead- 
ers recently asked CALPERS to do "whatever it 
takes" to influence Maxxam to relinquish 60,000 
acres in any final deal with the government. 

Macht said pension fund administrators aren't 
taking a position on whether the government should 
acquire the 60,000 acres, nearly ten times the acre- 
age agreed upon during negotiations among politi- 
cians and Hurwitz. But, in a warning to Hurwitz 
about logging Headwaters or other nearby groves 
Burton wrote, "there are so many negatives that will 
result from cutting — the public outcry and a poten- 
tial legislative backlash are obvious. But perhaps the 
most significant result will be Maxxam's resulting 
reputation in the market. You will be perceived as a 
pariah, unable to easily raise new capital when 
needed. These negatives seem to far outweigh the 
actual value of the cut timber." 
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World Bank and Eastern Europe 
Collaborate on Forestry Projects 


by Tom Fullum 

World Bank gets itchy fingers in Russia 

After a two-year delay, the World Bank is finally ready to release 
its Russian Federation Forest Policy Review to the public. Pending 
publication of this report, the Bank has held off financing forestry 
projects in the vast old-growth forests of 
Siberia and the Far East. But with Russia's 
cash-starved economy, an eager national 
forest service and a potentially willing 
lender, this situation may soon change. 

Two potential Bank-financed forestry 
projects have recently come to the atten- 
tion of forest activists. Last fall, a US Forest 
Service memo circulated among the agency 
seeking personnel with Russian language 
skills and experience planning large salvage 
sales. At the request of the World Bank, a 
team of specialists was to go to central 
Siberia to help the Russian Federal Forest 
Service prepare a funding proposal for a 
massive salvage operation to control a Sibe- 
rian silkworm infestation across two mil- 
lion acres. The memo mentioned salvage of 
a mind-boggling 625-750 million board feet of timber. The project 
has yet to materialize, and the team never went to Russia. How- 
ever, $5 million in Bank funds from an environmental manage- 
ment project in Russia were reallocated to spray biological control 
agents in silkworm infested areas. 

Little is known about a second World Bank project. Apparently, 
an environmental studies class at the University of California 
Santa Cruz has been contacted by a consulting firm for a World 
Bank project that* intends to dredge logs submerged years ago 
when loggers floated them down streams. Whether or not either 
of these projects becomes a reality, it is clear that Russia and the 
World Bank are intent on collaborating on forestry projects. 

Albania borrows millions to jump-start logging 

Last year, Albania signed a loan agreement with the World Bank 
and Italy to borrow $21.6 million over the next six years to 
stimulate its ailing forestry sector. The project is primarily con- 


cerned with retraining and restructuring the Albanian forest service to 
more effectively exploit forests within a market economy and includes 
transformation of this government agency into a "Forest Corporation. " 
Funding is also provided for 53 forest management plans over 400,000 
acres, road maintenance in these 53 areas, pre-commercial thinning 
and minimal reforestation. One positive component of the project 
funds an action plan to prevent illegal logging, 
a serious problem in the country, but this plan 
is tied to lifting Albania's ban on timber exports 
as soon as 1998. Only two percent ofthe project 
budget addresses protected areas, even though 
the 1995 environmental assessment of the 
project clearly outlined the creation of 27 new 
protected forest areas, many of which contain 
old growth. The Albania loan comes amidst 
mounting World Bank activity in the forestry 
sector of central and eastern Europe in recent 
years. With recent civil unrest in Albania, in- 
cluding armed resistance, it is likely that the 
project is on the back-burner which bodes well 
for Albania's forests. 

Croatian World Bank loan signed 

In November 1996, the World Bank signed 
another forestry loan, this time with the government of Croatia for 
$42 million. Although ostensibly designed to reforest coastal areas 
destroyed by the war and to provide the Croatian forest service with 
equipment and infrastructure to fight forest fires, the project raises 
questions over possible salvage operations, reforestation by planta- 
tion, and the use of exotic trees. It also reveals continued misunder- 
standing of the ecological role of forest fires, which plagues fire- 
dependent/adapted forests in every corner of the globe. 

In neighboring Bosnia-Hercegovina, the World Bank has circulated 
a proposal for an emergency project to fund logging and road building 
to reduce Bosnia's dependence on imported construction materials 
for postwar reconstruction. The Bank would supply $8 million of the 
$35 million project budget and the European Union is likely to 
provide additional financing of $13 million. 

For more information, contact Tom Fullum at the Ecology Center, 
1519 Cooper St., Missoula, MT 59802; (406) 728-5733; e-mail 
tfullum@wildrockies.org. 




Radical Baboons 

Dduwon assaults 

Motorists on one of South Africa's busi- 
est highways were pelted with showers of 
stones thrown by a troop of rampaging 
baboons. Officials said that three attacks 
had been reported on the N1 between 
Cape Town and Johannesburg, where it 
passes through the spectacular Du Toit's 
Kloop Pass. No injuries or crashes resulted 
from the sneak attacks, and police engaged 
the primates in "running battles" in an 
attempt to drive them off. 

Baboon revenge 

More than 30 angry baboons killed a 
man out of revenge in the Tororo District 
of southeastern Uganda, accordi"" * 
report from the New Vision newspaper, a 
local council official said that the human 
victim, Okecho, killed a 
male baboon for dam- 
aging his maize and 
banana plantations. 
More than 30 other 
baboons converged 
Okecho's com- 
pound and "mourned 
like human beings" be- 
fore carrying their fallen comrade into 
the forest. Neighbors said that the ani- 
mals later returned and stormed the 
farmer's house, knocking down the door. 
A New Vision reporter who reached the 
scene saw Okecho lying in a pool of blood 
with a large hole in his chest where the 
heart had been pulled out. 

— From Steve Newman's "Earthweek: 
A Diary of the Planet" 


Koffee KHs 



by Gin Phlegm 

Your coffee habit is pushing numerous American songbirds to 
extinction. A direct link between deforestation for coffee "sun 
plantations" and the decline in songbird populations has been 
reported by the Smithsonian Migratory Bird Center. Familiar % 
backyard birds — orioles, warblers, thrushes, hummingbirds and 
others— spend their winters between Central and South America. The new 
sun plantations are not only threatening songbirds, they are equally inhospitable 
to the native cats, otters, howler monkeys, bats, reptiles and amphibians. 

Studies have shown that at least 150 species of birds live in the traditional shade 
plantations which contain a canopy of fruit trees and endemic trees over the coffee bushes. 
Recent studies in Guatemalan sun plantations have counted half as many species, and 
some plantations are seemingly void of wildlife. 

Oriole populations in the US have declined by one-fifth in the last decade, and one-third 
of the wood thrush population has vanished since 1966, according to the National 
Biological Service. 

The use of sun plantations has increased dramatically in the past 30 years. It's estimated 
that half of the available c.offee-growing areas in Latin America, northern South America 
and the Caribbean have been converted to treeless, monocrop plantations. 

Sun-grown coffee requires heavy doses of fertilizers, pesticides and other chemicals, and 
the deforestation increases erosion on the steep hillsides where coffee is usually grown. 
Additionally, the combination of fertilizers and increased sun exposure causes the coffee 
plants to burn out in 15 years, whereas shade-grown plants live up to 50 years. 

Two decades ago the US Agency for International Development (AID) promoted the 
theory that coffee grown in the sun can produce four times the yield of coffee grown in the 
shade. AID spent $81 million encouraging growers to yank out their existing coffee bushes, 
and the trees above them, and to replace them with three or four times as many coffee 
plants. The original goal was to stop the spread of a coffee disease that was believed to have 
thrived in the shade. The disease turned out not to be a threat, and it actually spreads faster 


in the sun. 

The large coffee companies have responded to the sun/shade controversy by calling for 
more studies. Jeanne McKay, a spokeswoman for Starbucks, the largest specialty coffee 
chain, says that although the company has signed a pledge of environmental responsibil- 
ity, it declines to sell organic coffee, which is almost always shade-grown. 

"We don't want to confuse our customers with too many choices," McKay said. "We're 
very concerned about the land in coffee-producing countries, but our first and foremost 
concern has to be coffee quality." 
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Reunion Rampage at Newbury Bypass 



by Alec Smart 

Billed as a "Reunion Rampage," environmental protesters returned in Janu- 
ary, 1997 to the construction site of the controversial Newbury Bypass for an 
intended three days of work disruption. Two flyers circulated for the event. 
One, with a cartoon of a spread-eagled climber wielding a monkeywrench, 
encouraged "non-violent direct action." The other advertised a "fence decorat- 
ing" session, exhorting protesters to bring "ribbons, photos, poems... to create 
a living mural of hope." The former was pitched to "rampage" on January 9 and 
10, the latter for the 11th. As events unfolded, the converse occurred. 

Late on the evening of January 9, around five affinity groups formed, plotting 
methods to gain access to the various compounds established along the nine- 
mile route. The compounds are enclosed zones where the road building is 
underway. The bull- 
dozers, diggers and on- 
site management 
portacabins are stored 
within, surrounded by 
a 10-foot-high steel 
mesh fence. Overnight 
the compounds are 
illuminated by genera- 
tor-powered flood- 
lights, resembling 
some prisoner-of-war 
camp. Jokes were cir- 
culating of the attempt 
to storm "Stalag Luft." 

At 3:30 a.m. the first 
group departed to make 
an assault on what was 
once the lush tree house 
village of Snelsmore, 
now just a barren bull- 
dozed plane of rubble. 

Thames Valley Police 
(jokingly referred to as There was plenty of evidence to 

TVP after the dehydrated vegetarian soya mince) were on hand in large numbers 
to repel all invaders. The contractors, Costain, had drafted extra security to hold 
the forts as well. 

Over the next few hours, raids were attempted on the Chase and Kennet canals. 
At Kennet a few people gained entry for long enough to clamber aboard digging 
equipment before being arrested for the criminal offense of aggravated trespass. 
Thus, it was a largely unsuccessful day of actions. There were nine arrests. 

On January 11, the Friends of the Earth rally and fence-decorating demon- 
stration began somewhat peaceably, with over 1,000 people assembled, and 
then marched along part of the bypass route in the damp mist. A group of 
police officers loitered by the railway station, gathering evidence, filming 
protesters and intercepting those whom they recognised as having condi- 
tional injunctions (from last year's long eviction of 20-plus protest camps, 
which resulted in over 900 arrests). Sadly, those recognised were hauled-off 
for further criminal proceedings. 

On reaching the works area the crowd lined the fencing, but instead of 
decorating it, some deconstructed it and soon hundreds swarmed into the 
muddy, machine-ravaged sector. The TVP officers, many on horseback, and site 
security were overwhelmed, putting up little resistance as the seething mass 
teemed over the digging equipment and a crane. Whilst police, the media and 
Highways' Agency security filmed everyone that moved, a rhythm was beaten 
out with a rock on the bonnet of a huge, earth-moving lorry and the air was 
liberated from its tyres. The 25-ton vehicle unceremoniously deflated and settled 
into the orange mud, then was dispatched to oblivion as it was ignited and 
consumed by fire. The 15 or so climbing all over it soon abandoned the burning 
hulk. The contractors' portable huts then began to belch smoke, flames devour- 
ing their flammable computer and furniture interiors. Many ran, fearing that the 
dumper truck would blow, not realising that a diesel motor will not explode. 

Friends of the Earth's executive director, Charles Secrett, condemned the 
arson, but in his address to the rally declared, "because of the Newbury protest, 
we will never see a road like this go through again." Indeed, contractors Costain 
may never see another road's construction project. The company is fighting off 
liquidation, and the estimated £75,000 damage caused by the site invaders 
might just push them over the brink. In July 1996, Costain, who'd won the 
Newbury bypass project (estimated in 1996 to cost £101 million) had to call an 
emergency general meeting. They were financially "rescued" in a share package 
deal by the Malaysian firm, Intria. On September 6, '96, at their annual general 
meeting, 300 environmental protesters, possessing one share each, dominated 
the proceedings. Only 100 other shareholders were present. The security 
camera was turned to face the wall, and the new Malaysian director refused to 
answer questions put to him about Costain's involvement in the Newbury 
Bypass. He cited "commercial sensitivity." 

Another emergency general meeting was held on January 6 this year, as 
Costain's share value has apparently fallen below 50 percent of their capital 
value as a listed company. 

Of course, the arson mayn't be attributable to the usual "pixies" or "elves" 
often blamed for such misdemeanours. At the Rickey Bridge works site, two 
security guards from Pinkertons reported witnessing "spectral presences." 
Suspecting ghosts from the nearby 17th century civil war battlefield, one 


imaginative fellow allowed himself to be interviewed by BBC Radio 4. He 
asserted, "There was some protester activity. A security officer reported seeing 
some shadows. I went down with a torch to investigate. I saw a human form, 
no defining features... a clear mist floating across the garden." 

The Archbishop of Durham Cathedral, Canon Michael Perry, added his 
weighty judgment, saying "Things that have happened in specific locations... 
some people have managed to plug into them... Sometimes building works 
disturb certain memories... it's so irrational the whole thing." Hmmm. 

Independent traffic studies have indicated that only 15 percent of Newbury's 
serious traffic congestion will be removed by the Bypass once it's built. This would 
be heavy goods lorries primarily. Researchers state that there are 4,800 through- 
journeys by heavy goods vehicles per day on the existing A34 Bypass. Newbury's 

first Bypass was constructed in the 1960s and is 
now clogged-up with five roundabouts allowing 
for cross-traffic from housing estates, industry 
and those great motorcar attracters — superstores. 

Along the new Bypass, 700 planning applica- 
tions for "in- fill" have already been submitted, 
including estates for 5,000 new houses. So the 
problem will repeat itself.... The public was not 
informed in two enquiries in 1988 and 1992 that 
the new Bypass was to be part of a network of 
Euro-routes, this sector connecting Glasgow to 
Southampton, Portsmouth and Plymouth for 
ferries to northern Spain and southern France. 

Local Liberal Democrat Member of Parliament 
David Rendel, one of the Bypass's most ardent 
supporters, is well aware that Newbury residents 
have been conned into accepting a major trunk 
road as a solution to local traffic problems. He 
f was quoted in the Newbury Weekly News on April 
| 1,1993, (So who's the April fool?), "The benefit 
fc of the Bypass would only last a few years, as 
§■ Government figures predicted Newbury traffic 
» would be back to present levels by the end of the 
century. " (Hey, but that's only three years away!) 
be gathered after the bulldozer burned. He expressed it so concisely, "The Bypass is being 
built to speed the traffic flow from Southampton to Birmingham and back, 
rather than to solve Newbury's problems." 

On January 11, just before this recent torching, Rendel appeared to be 
changing tack, perhaps to dampen his original zeal. He blamed ministers for 
letting Newbury down by refusing to pay more than £100,000 for traffic- 
calming measures (councillors sought £686,000). The councillors were hoping 
to stop new local traffic from being drawn into town when the Bypass opens in 
1998 — a bit like shutting the gate once the horse has bolted. So, plans to mark- 
out cycle lanes and pedestrianise the town centre will have to be shelved. 
Methinks that the existing pro-bypass residents are in for an unpleasant surprise 
when all the new residents begin driving into town for work and domestic 
duties... Shall the rest of us say "told you so?" 


Old-Growth Mahogany Cut in Belize 

by Rick Spencer 

For 4,000 years the Maya have inhabited the land around what is now the 
Columbia River Forest Reserve, but mahogany logging may soon force them off 
their traditional lands. The government of Belize has just granted 200,000 acres 
of the reserve to Malaysian logging interests. This move threatens ten Mayan 
villages or one-half of the Mayan population. 

Many of the Maya practice sustainable agriculture, rotating crops and using 
the forest canopy to their advantage. With this logging invasion, many people 
will be displaced and others will have their land scarred, ruined for their 
responsible form of agriculture. 

The reserve contains most of Belize's old-growth mahogany and 
is also home to tapirs, howler monkeys and jaguars. It is consid- 
ered to be one of the most biologically diverse rainforests in 
of Central America. Because of the sparse growing pattern 
mahogany, for each mahogany tree cut, an additional 3,0C 
square feet will be leveled for logging roads. 

We do have good news, however, on the 
mahogany front. The US and Bolivia have 
agreed to a joint proposal which would place 
Latin American mahogany on Appendix II of 
Convention in Trade of Endangered Species, 
the entity that controls the trade of endan- 
gered species. The final decision will be made 
in June, and there is still a lot you can do. 

For more information about mahogany* 
write us at Earth Culture, POB 4674, 

Greensboro, NC 27404; e-mail 
earthcul@nr.infi.net 

Write Belize's Prime Minister urg- 
ing him to cancel logging conces- 
sions on Maya lands: Hon. Manual j 

M 1 

M arch-April 1997 Earth First! Page .17 


Esquivel, Prime Minister's Office, Belmopan, 
Cayo District, Belize. 



FOR S ALE OR TRADE— 

Old-Growth Forest on Public Lands 


by Mike Petersen 

Want to trade some old-growth for- 
est for overgrazed cliff faces? Our 
government does, and the many land 
swap proposals throughout the West 
seem to signal the beginning of a new 
corporate land rush. Last summer, a 
phone call from a concerned Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM) employee 
alerted several conservation groups to 
the cushy relationship between timber 
corporations and the agencies charged 
with stewardship of our public lands. 

Unable to continue the clearcut-and- 
run style of logging on public lands, 
timber corporations have found a new 
scam to continue liquidating ancient 
forests — land exchanges. With the 
help of intermediaries, such as 
Clearwater Land Exchange, based in 
Orofino, Idaho, familiar corporations 
such as Boise Cascade, Plum Creek 
and Weyerhaeuser are gaining title to 
valuable old growth and critical habi- 
tat and trading them for thousands of 
acres of clearcut or overgrazed lands. 
One recent exchange sawTrillium Cor- 
poration obtain and log old-growth 
Alaskan yellow cedar, some trees as 
large as six feet across. 

In northeastern Washington, the 
BLM plans to trade away 4, 500 acres of 
mostly unlogged parcels, all with valu- 
able timber. In exchange, the BLM 
would receive 25,000 acres, including 
part of an old ranch that has been 
grazed for decades, logged-over Boise 
Cascade land, and sagebrush steppe 
with little commercial value — all in 
need of extensive restoration. An eco- 
nomic analysis of this trade shows 
that the BLM would be giving up over 
$20 million in valuable timber in ex- 
change for overgrazed scrublands and 
deforested acreage worth less than $3 
million. 

Supposedly, a fair appraisal system 
is used by the agencies, but often the 
timber companies and land exchange 
companies write the appraisals. The 
appraisals are only occasionally 


checked by the government. Valua- 
tions based on stumpage prices, rather 
than market prices, make the trades 
appear equal. The values of wildlife, 
clean water and recreation are not 
considered. 

The Northeastern Assembled Land 
Exchange involves the exchange of 

75.000 acres in Oregon. While infor- 
mation has been difficult to obtain 
from the BLM, it is known that nu- 
merous parcels containing stands of 
old growth are proposed for disposal. 
The area to be acquired is overgrazed, 
high-graded land along the North Fork 
John Day River. With the intent of 
restoring damaged bull trout habitat, 
the BLM will let the cows remain, 
supposedly better managed. 

The Huckleberry Land Exchange in 
Western Washington would trade 

32.000 acres of cut-over Weyerhaeuser 
land for 6,000 acres of valuable Na- 
tional Forest. The carrot is a small 
chunk of land near the Alpine Lakes 
Wilderness Area. Residents of 
Greenwater, living downstream from 
the lands Weyerhaeuser would obtain 
and log, are very concerned about 
flooding and degraded water quality. 
An appeal of the Huckleberry Land 
Exchange has been filed by Pilchuck 
Audubon, Huckleberry Mountain Pro- 
tection Society and the Muckleshoot 
Indian Tribe. 

Wildlife surveys and timber stand 
exams on private lands are often per- 
formed by the land exchange 
companies. In many cases, the federal 
agencies do not even have legal access 
to the lands they hope to acquire until 
after the trade is completed. Impacts 
on many species, such as neo-tropical 
migrant birds that may find refuge in 
old-growth stands on federal land, are 
not even considered. 

In nearly every trade, property own- 
ers with land adjacent to BLM timber 
parcels will not be able to participate 
in a competitive bidding process, as 
these lands will be exchanged to tim- 
ber companies in a package deal. A 


letter obtained in a BLM Freedom of 
Information Act request derided the 
efforts of adjoining owners to keep 
Boise Cascade from obtaining public 
lands and revealed a cozy relationship 
between Clearwater Land Exchange 
and the BLM staff. Outraged residents 
in Washington complain that trading 
public land to Boise Cascade will de- 
grade nearby water quality, lower 
property values and destroy remnant 
pockets of low elevation ponderosa 
pine habitat. 

The rights of Indian tribes are also at 
stake, and public law includes language 
giving tribes first-buy rights on tradi- 
tional territories ad j acent to their lands. 
RS 2455 authorizes the Secretary of the 
Interior "...to order into market and 
sell at public auction... any isolated or 
disconnected tract. . . which, in his judg- 
ment, it would be proper to expose for 
sale... Provided, that for a period of not 
less than 30 days after the highest bid 
has been received, any owner or own- 
ers of contiguous land shall have 
preference right to buy the offered lands 
at such highest bid price...." In re- 
sponse, the BLM believes that the 
preferential right was taken away with 
the Federal Land Policy and Manage- 
ment Act in 1976 and that these are 
exchanges and not sales. 

In some cases the agencies see an 
opportunity to obtain rare or threat- 
ened habitat. For example, the BLM 
believes that obtaining sage-steppe 
habitat in Eastern Washington is de- 
sirable for ecological concerns. 
However, restoration is expensive and 
uncertain in this era of government 
downsizing. Some rangelands are so 
damaged that they will never recover 
their original plant communities. 
Some restoration dollars have already 
washed downstream as willow 
plantings were swept away during 
annual high water events. The costs of 
rehabilitating the overgrazed and cut- 
over lands that will be received by the 
BLM will be an ongoing tax burden to 
the American people. 


Consolidation of land is another rea- 
son the BLM/Forest Service gives for 
land exchanges. A map of most states 
shows a bewildering mix of private and 
public lands. The northern tier states 
(Washington, Idaho, Montana and 
North Dakota) have a swath of alternat- 
ing square-mile sections slicing through 
them. The 1864 Northern Pacific Rail- 
road Grant gave the railroad ownership 
of millions of acres of forest land. De- 
spite disputes over returning those lands, 
Northern Pacific Railroad, later 
Burlington Northern, then Plum Creek 
Timber Co; have sawed their way 
through this checkerboard, clearcutting 
literally every section they controlled. 

The wildlife and fisheries caught in 
this deadly chess game have been deci- 
mated, and the agencies are attempting 
to consolidate ownership. In the Huck- 
leberry Land Exchange, Northern 
Pacific railroad lands were sold to 
Weyerhaeuser, who now wants to trade 
some of that cut-over land back to the 
Forest Service. While consolidation 
might allow better man agement by the 
Forest Service, Weyerhaeuser won't be 
logging the area for decades in any 
case. Returning land to tribal or public 
ownership through revision of the 1864 
Land Grant is a better option, but one 
that will be complicated by the pro- 
posed trade. 

•The problem with this consolida- 
tion is one of perspective. The BLM is 
mandated by Congress to consolidate 
its isolated parcels to more effectively 
manage its lands. But, the abused land 
may take decades, even centuries, to 
heal. Restoration money is often not 
available, depends on tax money, or 
on cutting more trees to finance 
projects. Trading forested land to tim- 
ber corporations signs a death sentence 
for those lands. Corporations don't 
acquire these lands to set aside for 
future generations. 

This February, Plum Creek Timber 
Co. (known as the Darth Vader of the 
timber industry) attempted to broker a 
deal to buy public land in Montana. 
The money would pay off part of the 
cash settlement for stopping the New 
World Mine near Yellowstone National 
Park. They backed off only after stiff 
opposition from hunters. Forest Ser- 
vice retirees and other conservationists. 
This scheme would have allowed Plum 
Creek to log and then give Crown Butte 
Mining Company the mineral rights! 

The Kettle Range Conservation 
Group, Blue Mountain Native Forest 
Alliance, Oregon Natural Resources 
Council, Oregon Natural Desert Asso- 
ciation and Portland Audubon Society 
have taken the BLM to court to stop 
the eastern Oregon and eastern Wash- 
ington land trades. In addition, these 
groups, along with Pilchuck Audubon, 
Northwest Ecosystem Alliance and the 
Huckleberry Mountain Protection So- 
ciety, have asked Washington Senator 
Patty Murray and Oregon Senator Ron 
Wyden to request a General Account- 
ing Office investigation of the method 
in which the BLM handles its land 
exchanges throughout the West. 

To exchange information on land 
exchanges, contact the newly formed 
Western Land Exchange Task Force 
directed by Janine Blaeloch. Their 
address is POB 95545, Seattle, WA 
98145-2545. 
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Skokomish: 

People of The River 



North Fork Skokomish River After the Water Was Diverted 


A request from Gordon James, Skokomish 
Tribal Council Chairman: 

Restoring flow to the North Fork Skokomish 
River is a matter of survival for our Tribe. We 
have put forward a pragmatic proposal for 
substantially restoring the River that would 
produce enormous public benefits at minimal 
cost to the City of Tacoma and federal gov- 
ernment. We ask that you add your voice to 
our broad and growing base of public support. 


Sobiyax (Bruce Miller) of the Skokomish 
Indian Tribe, located on the Olympic Pen- 
insula of Washington State, tells of his 
people's origin: 

"This is where the story of the North Fork 
began. In the time when the first human be- 
ings lived on this land and were learning how 
to survive. Learning from the animals at the 
beginning of what we would call history. 

The chief of the Dog Salmon now knew it 
was time for his daughter-in-law and his 
grandchildren to return to the land of their 
mother's birth. The killer whales are the 
guardians of the great salt waters. They es- 
corted our ancestors, the Dog Salmon People, 
from the great salt water that we call the land 
of foods, all the way back to where Hood Ca- 
nal and the Skokomish River meet. 

It was here they danced the dance of the 
Salmon People. Hands on their hips, back and 
forth they danced, out of the water on their 
tails. When they reached the home of their 
mother, they danced from the water on to the 
land. Now they were humans. And it was they 
who became the ancestors of our Skokomish 
People. And it was at this time that our ances- 
tors vowed to honor the Dog Salmon People 


with the first salmon ritual, till the end of 
time.” 

And of their history: 

"The lands of our people once included a 
vast area of land, several major rivers, and an 
inland body of salt water. Hood Canal, on the 
Olympic Peninsula. 

Almost one-hundred and fifty years ago 
we signed a treaty granting nearly all our 
territory to the U.S. government. We reserved 
a small reservation at the mouth of the Skok- 
omish River for our permanent homeland. 

Then, in 1926, the City of Tacoma built 
two dams on the North Fork of the River. The 
reservoirs submerged the river valley and 
natural lake. The lower dam diverted all of 
the River into a pipe to generate electric 
power. Our Elders remember:" 

Jeanne Evernden says: 

"The City of Tacoma wished to build a 
dam on the Skokomish River. Our people 
were opposed to this because the River is 
their livelihood. It’s very important to them for 
the food they gather for the winter time. But 
we had no one to represent us. To put in a 
good strong voice for us. So we lost and the 
city of Tacoma built the dam and we lost the 
River." 

Helen Rudy explains: 

"This is a fishing community. Fishing in 
the River was their whole living. It would be 
like taking away your livelihood. 

Of course, they didn’t think it mattered. 
They thought we were all going to die off 
anyhow. So, what's the difference? They tried 
to make us die off, but we wouldn’t. We 
wouldn't die." 


Joe Andrews, Sr., the last remaining Tribal 
Elder who fished on the North Fork before 
the dam was built, has spent his life trying 
to restore; the water to the River. He recalls 
what fishing on the North Fork was like: 

"I was bom in Old Town of Tacoma, 
Washington on September 13, 1913. I am a 
member of the Skokomish Indian Tribe... I 
have lived most of my life on the Skokomish 
Indian Reservation and I have fished in the 
Skokomish River system from about 1917 to 
the present time." 

"When I was about four years old, I began 
fishing with my stepfather, Skokomish tribal 
member Henry Allen. We fished for coho as 
far as the canyon area of the North Fork of the 


overnight at Frank Allen's camp. Alien and his 
wife lived in the lean-to when they fished at 
the North Fork. They smoked their salmon in 
one end of the lean-to. 

We didn't have to go to the North Fork to 
fish. We had salmon, steelhead and other fish 
in the mainstem of the river almost all year, 
but in the North Fork we could catch all the 
fish we wanted in a short time. We also went 
to the North Fork for a change. People visited 
and exchanged meals. We picked berries and 
my mother gathered cedar roots for making 
her baskets. There were large elk herds in the 
North Fork area and many deer, bear and bea- 
ver. We hunted and trapped throughout that 
area." 

"After the first dam was built in 1926, I 
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river. Sometimes we traveled by canoe from 
the reservation to within about one-half mile 
of the Lower Falls on the North Fork." 

"I also went on fishing trips to the North 
Fork with my family and other people from 
the Skokomish Reservation before the dams 
were built on the North Fork by the City of 
Tacoma. We camped above the canyon and 
went by trail down to the river from the camp. 
We went on these trips mainly to fish for king 
salmon near the Lower Falls. I saw kings 
jumping and going over the falls. The kings 
were big fish, 30 to 40 pounds. At that time, a 
thirty pound king was about average size. I 
could only pack one or two of them at a time 
up the trail to the camp. 

There were many people from the reser- 
vation who went to the North Fork to fish. 
Some of the people I remember fishing there 
were my grandfather Kimball Sherwood, 
McKinny Pulsifer, Tom, Louisa and Jake 
Pulsifer, Joe Young and his wife, the Peter- 
sons, the Jameses, George Contraro, the Wil- 
burs and the Adams family. Some of them 
stayed there and smoked their salmon before 
they returned to the reservation. I remember 
that Frank Allen, Henry Allen's older brother, 
kept a lean-to on the lower North Fork near 
the forks of the mainstem of the river. Some- 
times on our trips to the North Fork we stayed 


continued fishing in the North Fork a little 
below where the second dam is now, near the 
Lower Falls. There were good fishing holes 
there. They were clear and deep. 

I remember that water was released from 
the first dam. My stepfather, Henry Allen, 
told me that representatives of the City of Ta- 
coma had told him that water would be re- 
leased from the second dam just as they had 
released water from the first dam. When the 
City of Tacoma finished the second dam, they 
diverted the whole North Fork at the dam. 
There was no water released from the second 
dam. If a person wanted to see how the fishing 
has been damaged, they just need to go to the 
North Fork in the summertime and look. 
There is not enough water for escapement and 
the water doesn't get high enough in the win- 
ter to keep the river bed cleared of beaver 
dams. When some fish do make it up there to 
spawn, the fry are just stuck in those pot- 
holes. They just get trapped in there and make 
kingfisher feed." 

"This River of ours has provided a lot of 
fish, trout, and enjoyment. I miss my enjoy- 
ment of pulling up there in my canoe and 
camping. The game was plenty and the ber- 
ries. It was a paradise. If I had my way, I'd 
say, "Put that water right back where she be- 
longs, and leave it alone.'" 


“Skokomish means People of the River. For Thousands of years 
the Skokomish People have depended on the River for their 
livelihood. It is our umbilical cord, the lifeline to our 
people... Years ago the Tribe lived in balance and harmony 
with the River... the fish runs were plentiful, enough for all.” 

...Gale Longshore, Skokomish Tribe 







Skokomish Tribe's 
Cushman Settlement 
Approach 


"We had a wonderful River there and 
now we have nothing," states past Skokomish 
Tribal Chairman, Joseph Pavel. 

In November 1996, the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) released its 
final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) 
with its recommendations on the City of Ta- 
coma's license application to continue its ille- 
gal 65 year diversion of the North Fork Skok- 
omish River. The FEIS indicates FERC has 
decided that the River, which for thousands of 
years provided cultural, economic, and spiri- 
tual sustenance for the Skokomish Indian 
Tribe, belongs to the City of Tacoma to con- 
tinue to do with as they wish for the next 30 
years. 

THE PROBLEM 

Since 1930 when Tacoma completed its 
unlicensed Cushman project, on the Olympic 
Peninsula of Washington State, the city has 
diverted the River to their Hood Canal power 
plant, destroying the Skokomish watershed in 
the process. Some project works illegally oc- 
cupy Skokomish Reservation land, prompting 
a lawsuit against Tacoma by the federal gov- 
ernment. 

"This is a fishing community. Fishing in 
the River was their whole living," according 
to Skokomish Elder Helen Rudy. To the 
Tribe, Tacoma's taking of the River "would be 
like taking away your livelihood." 

In the early 1920's the Washington De- 
partment of Fisheries considered the North 
Fork and mainstem Skokomish "among the 
most important and valuable food salmon 
spawning streams in the State of Washing- 
ton." Illegally built without fish passage, the 
dams block salmon from 84% of the North 
Fork, and reduces flow of the River below the 
lower dam by 96%. Some North Fork salmon 
runs, once among the richest in the Pacific 
Northwest, are now extinct and others nearly 


December 1996 

The Tribe has presented to the Congres- 
sional delegation, Tacoma, and federal and 
state agencies a win-win approach for settle- 
ment of Cushman issues that would put water 
back in the North Fork, mitigate for continued 
project effects, and provide for a tribal eco- 
nomic recovery fund. The proposed settlement 
approach is designed to rely on future revenue 
generated by operation of the Cushman Proj- 
ect in order to minimize the need for federal 
dollars. The settlement approach outlined be- 
low was proposed by the Tribe as a starting 
point for settlement discussions 


The Tribe's Global Settlement 
Proposal would: 

-Stop the ongoing devastation of public 
and trust and treaty-protected resources, in- 
cluding the Skokomish Indian Reservation. 


Tacoma Pipes the North Fork to Their Hood Canal Power Plant 

full flows to the River. Although they admit ment and provide needed water and habitat 
this would benefit the fisheries, FERC is for salmon. 

unwilling to consider this alternative which is Cushman project construction, opera- 

supported by the Tribe, federal, state, and lo- tion, and maintenance were not licensed by 

cal resource agencies, and conservation or- the federal government; the only license the 

ganizations for the benefit of all. Instead they project has is to flood 8.8 acres of federal 

recommend, in violation of state law banning land. Lack of licensing means the federal gov- 

out of basin diversion, that Tacoma be al- eminent failed to provide required environ- 

lowed to divert 2/3 of the North Fork and be mental oversight; they share responsibility 

required to return only 1/3 to the river-bed. with Tacoma for project related damages. The 
The Cushman project produces 4% of federal government should also share the re- 

Tacoma's power sales and the FEIS fails to sponsibility to resolve the problems caused by 

disclose the low cost to Tacoma residents of allowing Tacoma's irresponsible operation of 

returning the River to its bed. Last November, the Cushman project. 

the City admitted to a Seattle news program Since Tacoma refuses to return the wa- 

that shutting the Cushman project down 1° th e North Fork and FERC staff recom- 
would cause, at most, a slight increase of Ta- niends against requiring them to do so, the 
coma residential electricity rates. The Tribe's Tribe is proposing a legislative solution to this 
estimates support this. Tacoma can restore the dilemma (see sidebar). They want federal in- 
river and retain their low power rates - half volvement in the Cushman Project: Tacoma 

the national average and 15% below the Pa- would retain the upper dam and generating 
cific Northwest. plant but be bought out of the lower dam 

THE SOLUTION (which diverts the North Fork) and the Hood 

In partnership with resource agencies. Canal power plant. Project damage mitigation 

conservation groups, and local residents, the would be split between Tacoma and the fed- 

Tribe is now completing a plan for restorirfg eral government. 

the Skokomish watershed. Return of substan- As Skokomish Tribal Elder Joe An- 

tial flows to the North Fork is a critical com- drews, Sr. says, "Put that water right back 

ponent. This will wash out accumulated sedi- where she belongs and leave it alone. " 


-Keep Tacoma in an economically viable 
hydro-project (Cushman 1), while meeting its 
environmental protection and mitigation obli- 
gations. 


-Use project revenues to minimize cost to 
the Treasury. 


-Eliminate the need for tribal lawsuits 
against Tacoma and the Federal Government. 


Skokomish Tribe's Approach to 
Settlement of All Cushman Project Issues - 
At A Glance 

1) FERC would offer Tacoma two li- 
censes: a 50-year license to operate Cushman 
1, and a 7-year license for Cushman 2 as a 
precursor to federal ownership of 2 . 


Tacoma's Cushman project has done 
more than destroy the salmon runs. Tribal 
Councilmember Gale Longshore says, 'Tve 
seen tribal people lose their homes. Tve seen 
tribal people forced to move because the 
flooding is so bad. Tve seen tribal members 
having to raise their homes to accommodate 
floods." 

Diversion of the North Fork has dewa- 
tered the mainstem Skokomish by 40% drasti- 
cally reducing its sediment carrying ability, 
causing it to silt up. It is now 1/3 original ca- 
pacity. During the heavy winter rains severe 
overbank flooding now occurs both on and off 
the reservation. "In the end, if our interests 
aren't looked at, we will no longer be the 
People of the River, we will be the people of 
the swamp," states Gale Longshore. 

TACOMA PROFITS FROM 
DESTROYING TRIBAL RESOURCES 

Past Skokomish Tribal Chairman Joseph 
Pavel told Tacoma, "You're producing power 
that we're paying for. You act like it's cheap, 
but it's not cheap." 

In their efforts to restore the watershed, 
the Skokomish Tribe has been forced to 
quantify the harm the project has done to 
them and the general public; the Tribe esti- 
mates damage upwards of $2 billion. This in- 
cludes destruction of the salmon fisheries, 
loss of shellfish and marine fish in the Skok- 
omish estuary, loss of wildlife, loss of the 
Tribe’s treaty protected usual and accustomed 
fishing, hunting, and gathering sites, loss of 
their cultural sites, and damage to the Skok- 
omish Reservation located at the mouth of the 
mainstem Skokomish River on Hood Canal. 

FEDERAL AGENCY ACTS AS 

TACOMA'S BUSINESS AGENT 

Ignoring haim to the public from the 
project and their legal mandate to protect the 
public interest, FERC's economic analysis in 
the FEIS discusses only purported costs to Ta- 
coma should the flows be returned to the 
North Fork. They also ignore the City's 
"excess revenues" (profit) from 70 years of 
Cushman operation, valued today at $1 bil- 
lion. When asked to address the true eco- 
nomic cost of the project, FERC wrote, "This 
exceeds the scope of our analysis of project 
economics." 

Absent from the FEIS is an analysis, 
promised the Skokomish Tribe, of restoring 


2) As payment for Cushman dam 2 and 
powerplant 2, during the first 7 years of op- 
eration Tacoma would take $20 million out of 
project revenue plus another $7 million in 
other considerations. 


3) $20 million of project revenues during 
the first 7 years of operation would be used to 
fund high priority mitigation measures. 


4) Cushman 1 would be operated by the 
City of Tacoma basically as it is today. Cush- 
man 2 Would be operated to provide a mini- 
mum flow of 240 cfs, plus 25,000 acre feet of 
storage for flow tests. 


Olympic 

National 

Park 


Olympic National Forest 


[/“ North Fork Skokomish River 


5) At the end of 7 years, Cushman 2 
would pass into federal ownership and be op- 
erated with priority on non-power values, i.e., 
to substantially restore the natural flow of the 
North Fork Skokomish River. 


Lake Cushman 
State Park 


PROJECT LOCATION 


6) Tacoma and the federal government 
would split $50 million in additional mitiga- 
tion. 


Olympic 

Peninsula 


Lake 

'Standstil 


Olympia 


7) Net project revenue from Cushman 2, 
supplemented with a congressional appropria- 
tion, would be used to aid the Tribe's eco- 
nomic recovery from project impacts. 


Project 

Location 


Powerhouse 
No. 1 


Deer- 

Meadow 


8) The Washington Congressional delega- 
tion would introduce and FERC in its licens- 
ing decision would recommend passage of a 
"Skokomish River Watershed Restoration and 
Economic Development Act of 1997" to ratify 
and authorize appropriations to implement the 
preceding. 


Olympic 

National 

Forest 


Potlatch 


Lower 

Falls 


[Skokomish 
{Indian 
l Reservation 


9) The Act also would authorize an appro- 
priation to construct-when economically fea- 
sible-a power plant at Cushman Dam 2 to 
capture the energy potential of restored North 
Fork flows. 


10) The net revenue from this new power 
plant would be used to fully reimburse the 
U S. Treasury and contribute to the Tribe's 
economic recovery. 


^ Project 
Transmission 
Line 


Cushman Project Area, Washington State 




Elders Remember the North Fork 



Lower/Little Falls on the North Fork Skokomish River Before the Water Was Diverted 


Bertha Visser states in a 1982 affidavit: 

I was bom on the Skokomish Indian Res- 
ervation on April 3, 1903. 1 am of Skokomish 
descent. My father, Henry Allen, was a Skok- 
omish tribal member and my mother, Alice 
Hawk Allen, was a Yakima tribal member. I 
have lived on the Skokomish Indian Reserva- 
tion for all my life. 

From 1911 to about 1918 I attended 
Cushman Indian School in Tacoma. Each year 
I returned from school to my family's home on 
the reservation during the summer months. 
We often went fishing at the falls on the 
North Fork of the Skokomish River. There 
were two falls on the Skokomish North Fork 
downstream from the original Lake Cushman: 
the upper falls and the lower or Little Falls. 

I saw my father and other people catch 
salmon and steelhead with nets and spears at 
the upper and lower falls. Sometimes, we and 
other families dried our fish while we were 
camped along the North Fork. 

Chinook and coho salmon jumped the 
lower and upper falls. I personally observed 
coho and Chinook salmon and steelhead trout 
in the North Fork Skokomish River upstream 
from the upper falls, near Lake Cushman. 

Before the dams were built on the North 
Fork, my father fished and hunted all along 
the Skokomish River North Fork and around 
Lake Cushman. My mother gathered bear 
grass and cedar roots for baskets in the same 
area. 

Sometimes, a game warden would cut our 
nets and warn us that we must stop fishing at 
the Little Falls, but we kept on fishing there 
anyway. 

I, and other Skokomish people, continued 
to fish at the falls during the time when the 
dams were being built. After the first dam 
was completed in 1926, we fished at the lower 
falls. They released a certain amount of water 
from the upper dam and the fishing wasn't so 
bad. But when the lower dam was finished in 
1930, it diverted the water from the river and 
there was no longer any good fishing on the 
North Fork. 

Georgia Miller remembers the River: 

I was bom on the Skokomish Indian Res- 
ervation on December 31, 1903. I am of 


Skokomish descent. My father, George Ad- 
ams, was a Skokomish tribal member and my 
mother, Lela LeClair Adams, was a member 
of the Yakima Tribe. I am a member of the 
Yakima Indian Tribe. 

I have lived all my life on the Skokomish 
Indian Reservation. I have observed the Indian 
fishery and I have knowledge of the chinook, 
coho, chum, pink and steelhead runs in the 
Skokomish river system before the dams were 
built on the North Fork in 1926 and 1930. 

After I was 6 years old, from about 1910 
to 1930, 1 went to the Skokomish River North 
Fork on fishing and gathering trips with my 
family and other people from the Skokomish 
Reservation. We camped above the North 
Fork and went down steep trails to the river 
for fishing. My father and others often speared 
salmon up there. There were so many fish, it 
was easy. They would stand on the rocks and 
the fish would just be milling around. Nets 
were set below the falls where the water was 


calmer. 

I remember that the fish they caught in the 
North Fork were beautiful, big salmon. They 
fished for spring salmon there and later they 
would go for the silvers. We fished at both the 
Upper and Lower Falls. After the first dam 
went in, we fished at the Lower Falls until the 
second dam was built. 

The Lower Falls were about 10 or 1 1 feet 
high, but they were kind of gradual. There 
were big pools with rocks around and then 
there would be a waterfall and another pool. 
Then the river would flatten out to <there 
there was a dam in there and the fish jumped 
into this pool and then from that pool they 
would jump into the next pool. Then there 
would be a side pool and the fish would fi- 
nally make it to the top of the falls and they 
would go on up to old Lake Cushman. It was a 
beautiful formation, about as wide as my old 
house. I remember watching the fish trying to 
jump the falls. Quite a few of them made it. 


The Upper Falls were bigger than the Lower 
Falls but of a similar formation. There were 
no obstructions to fish between the Upper 
Falls and Lake Cushman before the first dam 
was built in 1926. 

My grandmother Mary Adams, the Peter- 
sons, Dick Lewis, my father and other people 
from the reservation traveled to the North 
Fork for berries and fish and the women gath- 
ered bear grass, cedar bark and long cedar 
roots. My uncle, Archie Adams, hunted elk 
and deer and trapped in the North Fork area. 

I remember when the City of Tacoma built 
their dams on the North Fork. The Skokomish 
people all protested, but Tacoma just came in 
and condemned whatever lands they wanted. 
After the dams were built, the fish quit run- 
ning and the river got smaller. They took 
away all the water flow over the Lower Falls. 
I remember that every two years there used to 
be a humpback season, but after the dams 
were in, the humpback run stopped. 


Young Tribal Members Know 

Serena Gouley Said at a Public Hearing: man Y hardships. Not only do we have eco- 

As a member of the Skokomish Tribe and nomic problems, we also face a lot of overt 

community, I feel it is my obligation and duty and covert prejudice. The mistreatment of my 

to give my opinion, feelings, and concerns on Tribe, as well as many other Indian nations, 

the Cushman Dam issue... First a little back- has had an everlasting effect on our social and 

ground on myself. I'm an enrolled Tribal economic well being. 

member, bom and raised in this area. I'm the From the very beginning of our existence, 

oldest out of eight children, all bom, raised, our Tribe has relied and prospered on the 

and living on the Skokomish Indian Reserva- land. We have always supported our families 

tion. My mother and my father live on the res- from the land, the water, and the River. To 
ervation, as well as my two children and nu- this day the majority of our Skokomish men 

merous other members of my family. They are support their families by fishing, shell fishing, 

all good, decent, hard working people. and hunting. It is really sad to see our fisher- 

Tm very proud of my family and my Indian men and women running out of fish to catch, 

heritage. I have done my share of exploring, Our Tribe is not very large, our numbers are 

living and traveling different areas, but I al- small. How much can we even take compared 

ways knew I would come home to raise my to the many numbers of the white men? 

family. I 11 the beginning our people were thought 


Living in this area, you have the feeling of to be heathens, lower class human beings. It 

closeness, security, and roots. We still face was not really considered to be much of a 



the Importance of the River 

crime to mistreat, trick, cheat, or even rape an going on with Cushman and our rights. 

Indian. Tacoma Power and Light tricked and Anyway, I felt like I had to say something 

cheated our people in the beginning. To this because there's not many of us and there's a 
day they are still trying to trick and cheat our whole lot of everybody else, 
people. Karla Miller, Tribal Youth explains: "How 

Our coho fisheries were shut down this Cushman Dam Affects Me" 
year, as well as our chinook fisheries, and we A couple of teens and I recently took a 

all know why. Essential water which nurtures tour on the Cushman Dams. We got much in- 

and rears these and other species has been formation that was disappointing to us. We 

utilized for other interests, particularly big learned how the City of Tacoma pretty much 

money interests. Now our Tribe is still being stole our land. This land that had once been 

persecuted and condemned for wanting what ours belongs to the City of Tacoma and has 

was promised to us by federal treaty. Our since 1924. 

families need to eat, just like everybody else. As I understand it, the North Fork now 

We have the right to provide for our families runs through three pipes to a power plant, 

the way we were brought up and accustomed From there the water is turned into electricity, 

to. The electricity is sold by the City of Tacoma 

Tacoma Power and Light needs to repair and all the profits go to them. I am very dis- 
and make reparations for the damages they appointed that none of this money goes to us. 

have caused. They have made millions upon These dams cause the river to have less 

millions of dollars off our land, our River, and water, so less water means less fish. Fish are 
our People. very important to us. For most of our people, 

I work for the Skokomish Fisheries as a fishing is a way of making a living. My dad 

fish technician. I see the small returns. fishes for a living and every year fishing sea- 

Moreover, I see the economic devastation that sons are becoming shorter. My mom says that 

is occurring. I am fortunate enough not to fishing seasons would be longer if the dam 

solely rely on fishing and shell fishing to sup- was not there because the dam blocked the 

port my family. 1 do have family members that path for the sockeyes. The sockeye need to 

do rely solely on treaty fishing... You know, spawn in the lake and as long as the dam is 

me and my family, we're not greedy people. there we will not be able to fish for them. 

All I want is enough to be comfortable and All this information makes me very sad 

provide for me, and my family, and my par- inside. Today the Skokomish Reservation is 

ents. only seven square miles. Our land floods often 

It took a lot for me to come up here and and some people have had their homes dam- 

stand in front of a bunch of people. Every day aged or even lost. I am unsure if I will be able 

I can walk around, and with all the propa- to teach my children how to fish because there 

ganda going on against Indians, our numbers may not be any fish for my children to fish for. 

are so small, and I can walk down the road in I wish that the City of Tacoma would quickly 

Hoodsport and I can see somebody that will stop this project. It's on our land and we do 

just give me ugly looks just because my skin not benefit from it at all. Hopefully the City of 

is brown. My children are brown, and I have Tacoma will find some piece of compassion 

to fear for them because of all the stuff that's for us and stop this project. 


Roger Fernandes 




National Environmental Policy Act: Requires a detailed analysis of all alternative uses for the 
North Fork Skokomish River. Rather than do the required analysis, FERC recommends against 
the substantial return of the water to the North Fork because it would raise the cost of Cushman 
produced power above the lowest market price available. 

Federal Power Act: "In deciding whether to issue any license... the Commission... shall give equal 
consideration to... the protection, mitigation of damage to, and enhancement of, fish and wildlife 
(including related spawning grounds and habitat)..." Ignoring the more than $2 billion in damage 
from the project, and Tacoma's "excess revenues" (profits) valued at $1 billion FERC claims it 
would be too costly for Tacoma to restore flows to the North Fork. Does this constitute equal 
consideration? 

Udall v. FPC: The U.S. Supreme Court stated in this decision that "the test is whether the project 
will be in the public interest." FERC's advocacy for Tacoma's financial interests does not consti- 
tute consideration of public interest. 

Federal Power Act: "Nothing contained in this chapter shall be construed as affecting or intend- 
ing to affect or in any way to interfere with the laws of the respective States, relating to the con- 
trol, appropriation, use, or distribution of water...” Federally licensed hydroelectric plants must 
adhere to state law. The Washington State Attorney Generals' office states that Tacoma's out-of- 
basin diversion of the North Fork violates Washington State Water Law. Although Tacoma did get 
a state water rights certificate to divert some water from the North Fork to their Hood Canal 
power plant they take nearly three times the certified amount. Tacoma has permits to store water 
behind both Cushman dams but Cushman Reservoir impounds almost twice the licensed amount. 
FERC’s recommended alternative for licensing includes these violations of State law. 

Federal Power Act: No provision of the act shall "...alter, amend, repeal, modify, or be in con- 
flict with, the Treaty rights or other rights of any Indian tribe;'' Flooding and dewatering of treaty 
protected fishing, hunting, and gathering sites conflicts. Destroying the salmon, to which the 
Tribe has a treaty right, conflicts. Illegally taking Reservation land for the project conflicts. 

Federal Power Act: No provision of the act shall "...alter or establish the respective rights 
of.. .Indian tribes, or any person with respect to any water or water-related rights;" FERC ignores 
the Tribe's treaty guaranteed rights to water for support of fisheries and purposes of the Skok- 
omish Reservation. 

National Historic Preservation Act: Section 106 of NHPA requires FERC to take into account 
the impact of the Cushman project on tribal cultural resources. Tacoma has not filed the necessary 
documents and FERC has never required compliance. The Skokomish Tribe's filings on their cul- 
tural resources are ignored. Tribalmember Celeste Vigil said about the draft EIS: "I see no com- 
ments or quotes from people that the Tribe considers experts. .. talk to the Skokomish people who 
best know the history of their Tribe." 



President Clinton's 1994 Executive Order 12898, "Federal Actions to Address Environ- 
mental Justice in Minority Populations and Low-Income Populations:" The Executive Order 
states, "...each Federal agency shall make achieving environmental justice part of its mission by 
identifying and addressing... disproportionately high and adverse... environmental effects of its 
programs, policies, and activities on minority populations..." 

Skokomish Tribal members attest to the disproportionate impact on them. The Cushman 
project makes reservation land uninhabitable from flooding, it has devastated the fisheries and is 
destroying the Skokomish watershed upon which Tribal members depend for their livelihood. 
FERC completely ignores this executive order and their obligations under it in their draft and fi- 
nal EIS and in their recommendation of continued diversion of the North Fork. 

U.S. Constitution: The Constitution considers treaties the highest law in the land. The Skok- 
omish Tribe has treaty protected fishing, hunting, and gathering rights. FERC, as an instrument of 
the federal government, has a trust responsibility to protect these rights. FERC has violated its 
trust responsibility to the Tribe by allowing the 70 year destruction of Tribal resources. It is com- 
pounding this by recommending Tacoma be allowed to continue to destroy the Tribe's resources. 

Covelo Indian Community v. FERC: This decision declares that FERC has a "fiduciary" re- 
sponsibility to tribes "...[and] must always act in the interests of the beneficiaries." FERC has al- 
lowed Tacoma's Cushman project to cause great economic harm to the Skokomish Tribe for 70 
years, clearly not in the Tribe's best interest, and is recommending the economic damage be al- 
lowed to continue. 


MOW YOU CAN HELP 



WMO WANTS THE WATER BACK 
IN THE NORTH FORK RIVER? 


Skokomish Indian Tribe, Mason County, Washington Department of Ecology, Washington De- 
partment of Fish & Wildlife, National Marine Fisheries Service, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, 
National Park Service, Bureau of Indian Affairs, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Mason 
County Conservation District, Skokomish Watershed Coalition, Puget Sound Gillnetters Associa- 
tion, Westport Charter Boat Association, Pacific Fishery Management Council, American Rivers, 
Federation of Fly Fishers, Friends of the Earth, Trout Unlimited, The Mountaineers, Olympic 
Park Associates, Hood Canal Environmental Council, Rivers Council of Washington, Washington 
Wilderness Coalition, Washington Trout, Federation of Western Outdoor Clubs, Sierra Club Cas- 
cade Chapter, Sierra Club Tatoosh (Tacoma) Group, Washington Environmental Council, Seattle 
Audubon, Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund, Northwest Student Environmental Action Coalition, 
National Congress of American Indians, Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians, Snoqualmie In- 
dian Tribe, Support for Native Sovereignty, Washington Association of Churches, Church Council 
of Greater Seattle, American Friends Service Committee. 


For more information contact Victor Martino, Skokomish Tribe Project Manager, 8424 NE 
Beck Road, Bainbridge Island WA 981 10. Phone: (206) 842-5386, fax: (206) 780-5332, email: 
martino@interserv.com. Visit our web page at: http://conbio.bio.uci.edu/nae/skokomish.html. 
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Please write to the people listed below, cite FERC Project #460 (send a copy of your letter to the 
Tribe, address below). Here are some major points: 

1 ) Diversion of the North Fork has: 

- devastated Hood Canal salmon runs, once among the richest in the Pacific Northwest; 

- reduced by 40% flow of the mainstem Skokomish, causing it to silt up, increasing flooding; 

- reduced sediment, fresh water, and nutrient inflow to the Skokomish estuary necessary for 
shellfish and salmon production. 

2) The federal government should play a major role in restoring the river since it is responsible 
for allowing Tacoma to operate the environmentally unsound Cushman project for 70 years. 

3) Tacoma residents currently pay about half the national average and 15% below the rest of the 
Pacific Northwest for power. According to Tacoma, shutting the project down would cause, at 
most, a slight rate increase. Tacoma can afford to put the water back into the River. 

4) FERC is required by law to determine "whether the project will be in the public interest." In- 
stead FERC acts as an advocate for Tacoma's financial interests and ignores the wishes of the 
public as expressed by all the groups listed on this page who support putting the water back into 
the North Fork riverbed. 

5) The Cushman project violates the Skokomish Tribe's treaty rights including their right to the 
salmon, and to fishing, hunting, gathering and cultural sites. The federal government is suing Ta- 
coma for illegally taking Reservation land. 

6) The Cushman project currently violates and will continue to violate existing laws unless Ta- 
coma is required by FERC to return substantial flows to the North Fork. FERC, however, pro- 
poses to allow Tacoma’s illegal diversion of the River to continue. Support the settlement ap- 
proach (see page 2) developed by the Tribe and others to return the water to the North Fork, re- 
solving Cushman project issues for everyone's benefit with minimum cost to Tacoma and the fed- 
eral government. 

Write the following: 

Governor Gary Locke, Legislative Bldg, Olympia WA 98504 
Senator Patty Murray, U.S. Senate, Washington DC 20510 
Hon. Norm Dicks, U.S. House of Representatives, Washington DC 20515 
Tacoma Mayor Brian Ebersole, 747 Market St., Suite 1200, Tacoma WA 98402 
Chair Elizabeth Moler, F.E.R.C., 825 N. Capitol St. NE, Washington DC 20426. 





Taking a Step Toward 0 poss Cultural OrgaiHd 




by Shane Jimerfield and Turtle 

An interesting moment in Earth First! history happened at this year's Activist 
Conference. The participants made time on the agenda to discuss issues of 
power dynamics within EF!, in particular, cross cultural organizing. Cross 
cultural organizing fits into a larger picture of how power dynamics affect Earth 
First! — along with sexism, male dominance, racism, misogyny, cultural theft 
and cultural identity. These are societal problems that extend into Earth First! 
and affect us all. 

What is cross cultural organizing? 

Cross cultural organizing takes many forms, from supporting to directly 
organizing within a community culturally different than your own. Tied to the 
many forms of cross cultural organizing are philosophies of why and how to 
organize. Many white people are taught, 

"To organize you need to go into commu- 
nities of color and get them involved." 

The premise behind this philosophy or 
tactic is that people of color are not orga- 
nized or involved in political issues, which 
is simply wrong. Many of the most effec- 
tive environmental and social justice or- 
ganizers and organizations are comprised 
of people of color. 

Often we hear other organizers talking 
about getting inner-city youth of color out of the cities and into the woods. The 
hope is that by doing so these young people will now care about something that 
they never knew existed. But inner-city youth are not too different than suburban 
youth when it comes to the source of their apathy. Inner-city youth who are 
involved in resistance, whether they are African, Asian, Native American, white, 
etc. are usually involved in the issues that affect them most, regardless of race. 
Suburban youth who find their way past the TV get involved in a broad range of 
issues because they don't see the issues that exist within their own communities. 
They know suburbia is awful but can't identify issues or targets to organize 
around, so they find their way into the cities and woods. Most EFIers fit this mold. 

Cultural appropriation 

White, mainstream America is engaged in a campaign to appropriate and 
meltdown other cultures. EFIers are not exempt from this activity. We have heard 
many times from people of color that it is hard for them to support issues Earth 
First! works on when many of us show no respect for their traditions and cultural 
property. It is time for EFIers to understand the impact our cultural appropriation 
has on cross cultural organizing. Keep in mind, regardless of what grand rhetoric 
each of us comes up with for having dreadlocks, burning sage, building sweat 
lodges, etc. the reality is that many people of color view this activity as cultural 
appropriation. If Earth First! wants to organize cross culturally, we all need to be 
honest about these barriers and rid our community of them. It is generally wise 
to keep our personal "medicines, " fetishes, etc. to ourselves and be sensitive of the 
space we are in when organizing cross culturally. 

When talking to people within EF! about cultural appropriation, we often 
hear, "I have the right to be myself; I won't compromise my identity," etc. The 
fact is many of us are not "ourselves," our identity 
is stolen from someone else. We compromise some- 
one else's cultural identity to give some stolen 
identity to ourselves. In short, any white person 
who benefits in any way from the war on people of 
color is also responsible for the oppression of people 
of color. We all need to end the acceptance of 
cultural appropriation within EF! and begin to lis- 
ten and work for the truth. We need to respect, 
honor and support other cultures. 


A poor or working class person might get a flyer copied by holding a bake sale, 
whereas a middle or upper-middle class person might charge it. This may not 
seem a critical point. However, if you look at the options available to the poor 
person and the extra time it takes just to get copies of a flyer, you might begin 
to see how the poor person could begin to internalize this as a lack of 
competence. Soon, they may disappear from organizing. This can be extrapo- 
lated across many situations where people with limited economic options 
encounter those with more options because they have money or other advan- 
tages. Think about how this example might apply to race. 

Asserting dominance based on economic status is problematic. Some people 
believe that just because it's "their" money they have more of a say on how it 
is spent in the movement. This kind of control and power-tripping is not 
acceptable. It gets complicated when folks are unwilling to confront the culprit 
because they are afraid the money bags will dry up, and thus the organizing. If 
a person with money is truly an ally, having a talk about control can be 
painful, but it won't necessarily result in a burnt bridge. 

Barriers and bridges to cross cultural organizing 

The greatest appeal we can make to getting people of color and of 
diversified backgrounds involved with EF! issues is to support their 
issues. A concern for the woods is not what's missing, rather it's a lack 
of trust and solidarity. Keep in mind (if you are white) we are from the 
oppressive race, and it is our responsibility to show support for issues 
that affect people of color. Make it a point to seek out information on 
issues important to people of color within your area. Show support for 
these issues by writing letters to the newspaper and elected officials. Attend 
rallies and meetings. If you have not been invited, you should ask before going 
to other groups' meetings or rallies. This shows respect and courtesy. 

Finally, white EFIers should not go into communities of color without being 
invited. Even if an organizer from the community invites an EF!er, the EF!er 
shouldn't go into the community and organize a campaign, but should rather be 
sensitive and supportive to the community's needs. People of color do not need 
a white person to tell them that they are being oppressed or that they dispropor- 
tionately bear the burden of environmental degradation. They have known it for 
over 500 years. Problems in society don't originate within the communities of 
people of color. The root of the problems that are leading to the destruction of 
the planet reside in the suburbs and in gated communities filled with scared, rich, 
white folks. That's where we need to go to get more people involved in radical 
social politics, as we also work to build coalitions with people of color. 

Anti-racism 

One of the simplest ways as a white person to support people of color is to be 
actively anti-racist. When you make a racist comment, apologize. When you 
hear a racist comment, acknowledge it and disagree with it openly. Make a 
practice of learning about things that don't seem to have direct impacts in your 
daily life. It goes much further than this, but this is a beginning — take the step. 

If Earth First! wants to present itself in a way that will allow other people to 
feel comfortable coming into our movement, and if we want to be diverse, we 
have to deal with these issues and be honest about who we are. If not, we need 
to say this upfront. It is not unnatural to go through these problems, yet it is 
unhealthy not to deal with them. 
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PRINCIPLES OF ENVIRONMENTAL 





1) Environmental justice affirms the sacredness of Mother 
Earth, ecological unity, the interdependence of all species 
and the right-, to- b£ free from ecological destruction. 

2) Environmental justice demands that public policy be 
' based on mutual respect and justice for all peoples, free 

from any form of discrimination or bias. 


How class difference fits in 

Probably the most pervasive barrier to organizing, 
even within your own culture, is that of class differ- 
ence. Many of us within EF! come from different class 
backgrounds. It is important to understand that class 
difference is not a choice. The class in which you 
were raised does not change when you decide that 
you don't like being rich or poor. Being poor is a life 
experience; it is how you were raised; it is how people 
treat you; it is how your school tracked you; it is how 
you view yourself; it is many things, but it is not a 
choice. Often, we hear stories from a person who 
claims to have been homeless, only to find out that 
they are from a middle or upper-middle class family. 
And there are those who feel that just because they 
have given up their parents' handouts they are now 
poor, which really isn't the case. Our experiences 
from the past extend into the future. 

The issue of class difference is relevant to cross 
cultural organizing because it's often poor commu- 
nities that are invaded by liberal whites trying to 
save the day. People with different class or eco- 
nomic backgrounds approach organizing differently. 



- . 

10) Environmental justice considers govemmenta|ad 
of environmental injustice a violation of internation; 
law, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights , 

United Nations Convention on Genocide. 

11) Environmental justice must recognize a special ; 

. . ...... I( .. natural relationship of 

3) Environmental justice mandates the right to ethical, ment through treaties, agreements, compacts arid co\ 
balanced and responsible uses of land and renewable re- enants affirming sovereignty and self-determination, 
sources in the interest of a sustainable planet for humans 12) Environmental justice affirms the need for ' 
and other living things. and rural ecological policies to cleanup and n 

s 4) Environmental justice calls for universal protection cities and rural areas in balance with nature, hoi 
from nuclear testing and the extraction, production and cultural integrity of all our communities arid 
disposal of toxic/hazardous wastes and poisons that threaten fair access for all to the full range of resources. 

13) Environmental Justice calls fpj^ih|; , §!SS< 
ment of principles of informed conseht and a 
testing of experimental reproductive and metfii 

determination of all peoples. dures and vaccinations on people of color. 

6) Environmental justice demands the cessation of the 14) Environmental justice oppose the destructive < 
production of all toxins, hazardous, wastes and radioactive erations of multinational corporations. 

materials, and that aU past and cmrehtprcxiUc"*" *■“ ' * 

strictly accountable to the people for detoxifii 

fpdii^^m^tit-at the point of prodog^ l OP , , , .m . 'V-c .... 

7) Environmental'justice demands the . right to partici- 16) Environmental justice calls for the education of 
pate as equal partners at every level of dedsion-making, present and future generations which emphasizes social 

I including needs-assessment, planning, implementation, and environmental issues, based on ourexperienceand 
enforcement and evaluation. appreciation of ouC diverse cultural perspectives. 

K >7 8) Environmemal justice affirms theright of all workers' 17) & — ^ ---^ r = 

I to a safe and healthy work environment, without being als, mal 


forced to choose between an unsafe livelihood and unem 
ployment. It also affirms the right of those who work at 
home to be free from environmental hazards. 

9) Environmental.justice protects the rights of victims of 
environmental injustice to receive full compensation and 
reparations for damages as well as quality health care. 


make personal and consumer choices to consume as 


little of Mother Earth's resources, to produce as little waste 
as possible and make the conscious decision to challenge 
and reprioritize our lifestyles to insure the health of the 
natural world for present and future generations. 

Adopted at the FirstNationalPeople ofColarEnvirohmerh^ ! 
tal Leadership Summit Washington, DC, 1991. 
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Political Posturing and Endangered Species 


by Brian Vincent 

In little more than 200 years, this country has 
lost to extinction nearly 500 species of plants and 
animals. Gone forever are the California grizzly 
bear, great auk, silver trout and Eastern elk. Today, 
species continue to disappear at rates far exceeding 
natural levels. Harvard biologist E.O. Wilson esti- 
mates the rate of global extinction at 50 to 100 
species per day, compared to a historic rate of five 
to ten a year. 

To rescue species from the brink of extinction, 
Congress passed the Endangered Species Act (ESA) 
in 1973. Since then, the ESA has helped save a host 
of species at risk. Without the ESA's emergency aid, 
species such as the California condor, black-footed 
ferret, grizzly bear and whooping crane would 
surely have vanished. Today, the Northwest boasts 
a recovering bald eagle population, and imperiled 
species like the Columbian white-tailed deer, 
Bradshaw's lomatium, marbled murrelet and north- 
ern spotted owl have been given a fighting chance, 
in part because of the Act's safeguards. 

But, over the last two years, lawmakers have put 
the ESA at the top of their hit list. The 104th 
Congress vowed to gut the ESA, log the last remain- 
ing ancient forests, insulate grazing from environ- 
mental laws and open up wild places like the Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge to development. While 
many of those attacks were defeated, there were 
some tragic losses for endangered species, most 
notably the one-year moratorium of the listing of 
species and the passage of the Salvage Rider. 

The debate over species protection is already 
intensifying this year. In February, Republican 
Senators Dirk Kempthorne (ID) and John Chafee 
(RI) circulated a discussion draft of their proposed 


agreements developed ostensibly to conserve species 
on non-federal lands. As a result, the number of HCPs 
and other agreements has increased tenfold over the 
last two years. Over 300 HCPs have been completed or 
are being developed, the majority of which are planned 
for Washington, Oregon and California. 

In 1982, Congress amended the ESA to make the law 
more amenable to developers. Section 10(a) of the ESA 
allows landowners to conduct activities resulting in 
the incidental "take" of some individuals of a pro- 
tected species, provided that the landowner develops 
an HCP. In 1994, without public notice or comment, 
the administration adopted its "No Surprises" policy 
which reversed the US Fish and Wildlife Service's 
(FWS) regulations requiring HCPs to be altered if they 
jeopardize the survival and recovery of endangered 
species. Under the No Surprises policy, an HCP cannot 
be altered to increase protection for declining popula- 
tions of species or newly listed species except under 
"extraordinary circumstances" and only with the vol- 
untary approval of the private landowner when the 
changes require additional payments or development 
limitations. No Surprises essentially locks in manage- 
ment plans, even if they are found to endanger target 
species or fail to protect newly listed species. 

While HCPs may sound like a win-win solution to 
the politicians, the devil's in the details. Current HCPs 
are, in reality, development schemes that give timber 
companies, real estate barons, ranchers, oil corpora- 
tions and other industry interests a license to kill. For 
example, some "conservation" strategies now being 
employed by natural resource agencies to "protect" 
species (like the Coachella Valley fringe-toed lizard 
and Pacific pocket mouse in California, northern 
spotted owl in Washington, Oregon and California, 
and the grizzly bear in the Northern Continental 
Divide ecosystem) would permit degradation of habi- 


Under this administration, the FWS and National 
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) have refused to 
designate critical habitat for listed species or to list 
species, unless under court order. In its FY98 budget, 
the Clinton administration requested $6 million for 
the ESA's listing program, $1,483 million less than 
requested in FY97 and $4,175 million less than the 
Bush administration's FY92 request. 

Kempthorne-Chafee: a recipe for 
extinction 

Legislative action on the ESA is likely to move 
quickly. Congressional aides indicate Senators 
Kempthorne and Chafee intend to finalize lan- 
guage and introduce their bill as early as March. 
More aptly called the "Species Extinction" bill, the 
Kempthorne-Chafee draft would weaken some of 
the ESA's most protective mechanisms. Specifi- 
cally, the proposal would: 

• Prevent the recovery of threatened and endan- 
gered species by requiring FWS and NMFS to under- 
take unwarranted and speculative cost assessments 
when developing recovery plans. Such a requirement 
would further delay development of recovery plans 
for listed species and divert money and personnel 
away from the job of protecting listed species. The bill 
also raises potential "takings" implications by requir- 
ing an evaluation of the effects on "the use and value 
of property as a result of the implementation of the 
recovery plan." 

• Undermine the ability of the federal government 
to protect listed species of fish. The proposed bill could 
potentially prevent the implementation of measures 
to conserve listed species of fish, including salmon, 
where such measures restrict the ability of states "to 
regulate the appropriation, use, control or distribu- 
tion of water." 


ESA reauthorization bill to key Congressional staff, 
a bill that could set the stage for Senate negotia- 
tions. If enacted, the Kempthorne-Chafee proposal 
would gut the ESA. It is unclear why Senator Chafee, 
chairman of the Environment and Public Works 
Committee and longtime champion of environ- 
mental protection, has given his support to the 
draft, although sources on Capitol Hill believe the 
moderate Republican is feeling the heat of more 
conservative committee members. In addition, a 
key Democrat on the committee, Senator Max 
Baucus (MT), is said to be "leaning" in favor of the 
proposal. Should Senator Baucus endorse the plan, 
other Democrats and perhaps the Clinton admin- 


tat or relocation of an already stressed population of a 
species. But such policies ignore good science. The 
conservation and scientific communities have sharply 
criticized the No Surprises policy as it provides land- 
owners with 100 percent certainty while refusing to 
recognize that ecological systems are unpredictable, 
dynamic and complex. In July, nearly 170 scientists 
signed a letter to President Clinton expressing their 
concern about the policy, "Because we will always be 
surprised by ecological systems, the proposed No 
Surprises amendment flies in the face of scientifically 
based ecological knowledge." 

In addition to HCPs, President Clinton has sought 
other opportunities to make the ESA more "flexible" 


• Waive the requirements of the National Envi- 
ronmental Policy Act (NEPA) with regard to HCPs. 
NEPA compliance would be waived for the devel- 
opment and approval of "low effect conservation 
plans," and in certain situations, other conserva- 
tion plans that are not "low effect" (i.e. HCPs). The 
requirements imposed by NEPA currently provide 
citizens with the only real opportunity to com- 
ment during the HCP development and approval 
process. Broadly waiving these procedures would 
further restrict opportunities for citizen involve- 
ment in the development of HCPs. 

• Codify in statute the Clinton administration's 
No Surprises policy. 


istration may follow. 

In the House of Representatives, Rep. Jim Saxton 
(R-NJ) and Wayne Gilchrest (R-MD) are expected 
to fine tune a bill they wrote last year. Concerned 
about tensions among Republicans and wounded 
by allegations of ethics violations, House Speaker 
Newt Gingrich may wait for the Senate to tackle 
more contentious issues first. While it is uncertain 
when decision makers will take up ESA reauthori- 
zation, it is clear that Congressional leaders and 
President Clinton are looking to further rollback 
the landmark statute to accommodate develop- 
ment interests. 

Clinton rewards landowners for 
sacrificing species 

The Clinton administration has been busy seeking 
its own political solution to the ESA. Hoping to avoid 
clashes between conservation efforts and economic 
growth, President Clinton has been 
promoting Habitat Conservation Plans t 

(HCPs), highly questionable 


for developers. The administration has adopted policies 
that severely weaken the federal government's 
affirmative duty under the ESA to aid in the recovery 
of listed species. Many of those policies preclude 
future recovery opportunities for thousands of species 
and even doom them to extinction. For example, the 
administration has proposed two "special rules" under 
Section 4(d) of the ESA. Section 4(d) gives the FWS 
broad authority to issue regulations that relieve or 
reduce prohibitions against incidental take of a 
threatened species. The new rules, which would exempt 
small landowners from protecting threatened species 
and reduce restrictions on developing lands important 
to the northern spotted owl, will unravel protection 
and recovery efforts, pushing species further toward 
extinction. Last year, the FWS announced, without 
any public input, that it would no longer consider 
thousands of species as "candidates" for listing, a 
designation which affords imperiled species some 

safeguards. 


• Allow federal actions that harm listed species to 
proceed without adequate review. The ESA currently 
requires federal agencies to consult with the FWS to 
ensure that their activities do not jeopardize listed 
species. The "consultation" provision of the ESA was 
cited by the National Academy of Sciences as one of 
its most important and effective provisions. Yet, the 
Kempthorne-Chafee bill would significantly weaken 
the consultation process. It provides for a self- 
consultation process, allowing federal agencies such 
as the Forest Service, Army Corps of Engineers and 
the Bureau of Land Management to decide for 
themselves whether a particular action is or "is not 
likely to adversely affect an endangered species or a 
threatened species or critical habitat." If the agency 
determines the action "is not likely to adversely 
affect...," then there is no requirement to consult 
with the FWS. Kempthorne-Chaffee also expressly 
provides a "seat at the consultation table" for timber 
companies, developers and others with an economic 
interest in the outcome of a consultation, without 
providing a similar opportunity for wildlife 
advocates. And it completely waives the 
consultation requirement for certain activities. 
S||| This year, endangered species will liter- 
ally be fighting for their lives. Their last 
hope is the ESA, the lifeline for species 
in trouble. Attempts by Congress and 
f§H^ % the President to weaken the Act are 
^ like pulling the plug on a patient in 
critical condition. 

fe- H Brian Vincent is the Conservation Di- 

j rector for the Northwest Ecosystem Alli- 
ance in Bellingham, Washington. 
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Highly Controversial Politics 

HCPs Wreaking Havoc on Private Lands 



by Allison Rolfe 

The MSCP (Multiple Species Con- 
servation Program) is an HCP (Habitat 
Conservation Plan) meant to imple- 
ment the ESA (Endangered Species 
Act) for the protection of habitats such 
as CSS (Coastal Sage Scrub), a process 
that has evolved in response to a whole 
lot of BS (politics). Confused? It's a 
common state of being, and quite 
possibly the intended response, for 
activists embarking on the habitat con- 
servation planning process. 

HCP-type planning is upon us at full 
speed. It's tough enough just to com- 
prehend the basic implications. Sud- 
denly, in more and more regions 
throughout the country, we are being 
forced to understand and critique this 
approach to land-use regulation (or de- 
regulation). Across the country HCPs 
are being initiated, adopted and imple- 
mented without careful consideration 
of the implications. And like in a train 
wreck, with no time to think, we are 
being hit with interim and cumulative 
losses we have not even begun to assess. 

The concept is this: plan "proactively" 
for habitats, as opposed to individual 
species and thereby avoid future ESA 
listings of species dependent upon those 
habitats. The first part of the premise is 
valid: there is nothing wrong with long- 
term, comprehensive planning. In fact, 
it is a fundamental planning principle 
that wise, long-term planning should 
be proactive in its conservation of open 
space by designating future configura- 
tions for land-use now. Proactive, com- 
prehensive planning requires foresight 
and vision. It identifies the desired shape 
the landscape should take over time 
and implements short-term projects in 
compliance with this future concept. 

Add the political context. Future 
focus should be incorporated into all 
land-use decision-making processes, 
but when it becomes tied to an 
assurance of no future listings (the 
second part of the HCP premise), a 
clear picture begins to emerge of the 
true political motivation. Expediency, 
without concern for even the 
immediate future, is the name of the 
game. Developers want permits, 
assurances and profits. Politicians 
want immediate gratification, 
campaign contributions and 
guaranteed reelection. 

In San Diego, the Southwest Center 
for Biological Diversity has been chroni- 
cling the ways in which the political 
context has shaped the outcome of the 
HCP process. With more threatened 
and endangered species than any other 
region in North America, along with 
some of the most aggressive developers 
and dismal planning, San Diego has 
been identified as a model for the na- 
tion. Like HCPs elsewhere, San Diego's 
regional model, known as the MSCP, 
has two primary directives. One goal is 
to protect intact habitats as a proactive 
means of preventing the isolation, de- 
cline and eventual extinction of plant 
and animal species, and the other is to 
expedite permit approval’ for develop- 
ment projects. In theory, the program 
should be able to achieve both goals by 
protecting habitats which sustain sensi- 
tive species. This would avoid the listing 
of declining species and thereby pre- 


clude the "tedious" 
regulations re- 
quired by the ESA. 

Philosophically 
there are many 
controversies that 
arise from the HCP 
debate. Some com- 
mon questions in- 
clude: why draw 
lines around what 
will essentially be 
an urban preserve 
area, rather than 
around develop- 
ment to limit 
growth; can we 
manage and plan 
a preserve with the 
limited amount of research behind 
HCP planning; is this better than the 
status quo and should we be settling 
for merely, "the best we can get." 
Practically, however, the questions 
that must be answered relate to the 
political context, to disparities of 
power and the effect these issues have 
on the MSCP outcome. 

Several major problems arise in the 
HCP process from the fact that some 
stakeholders have more leverage than 
others. The major flaws include 
inequitable distribution of burden for 
assembling the preserve, improper use 
of HCP-type planning and unwieldy 
complexity. The problem can be 
summarized this way: special interests 
seeking short-term gain have been 
successful in situating the regional HCP 
process as the only tool for land-use and 
conservation planning, shifting the 
burden away from developers to the 
public and doing it at such a tremendous 
pace that it has been virtually impossible 
to assess the implications. 

First, decision-makers are operating 
under the apparent assumption that 
HCPs are the only mechanism we 
need to conserve species and associ- 
ated biological resources. This assump- 
tion is false. HCP preserves were never 
meant to address all of the land-use 
and species issues in a given region. 
The HCP process was meant to be a 
new tool to promote habitat protec- 
tion and economic growth by pre- 
cluding the need to list some species, 
but it was never intended to be the 
only tool. The MSCP program should 
supplement and improve on conven- 
tional administration of existing laws 
and local land-use regulations; it can- 
not be substituted for them. 

Some species need the "critical care" 
afforded by the ESA, and it is far too late 
to attempt to address their needs 
through proactive planning. There is a 
common misperception by the public, 
encouraged by decision-makers and 
moneyed interests, that the ESA is too 
restrictive and therefore unnecessary. 
Seen as a more flexible and fair ap- 
proach, HCP planning has been em- 
braced as an alternative. The measures 
provided in HCP plans presume that 
HCPs are an adequate substitution for 
traditional ESA "safety net"-type man- 
agement conditions. The ESA was de- 
signed, however, to mandate action 
instead of merely recommending guide- 
lines. This aspect of the ESA is an inher- 
ent design characteristic, indicative of a 
law intended as a last effort at prevent- 


ing species' decline and extinction when 
the discretion of decision-makers could 
not be relied upon to favor the long- 
term benefits of habitat conservation. 

A second major problem also arises 
from widespread misperceptions. The 
MSCP, as an example, is marketed as 
a nature preserve, an amenity and 
public benefit. It is commonly as- 
sumed that developers participate 
mostly out of kindness and concern. 
It is rarely revealed that the actual 
intent of a region-wide HCP is to 
streamline environmental regulations 
and transfer control from the federal 
government to local jurisdictions. 
Existing regulations are, in fact, more 
restrictive than the HCP. 

Under current conditions, developers 
are required to mitigate impacts to 
environmentally sensitive land under 
various state and federal laws. This 
mitigation is designed to compensate 
for significant impacts that cannot be 
avoided. An HCP preserve can be 
thought of as a mitigation bank for 
future impacts. In theory, it should cost 
taxpayers close to nothing because the 
burden for building the preserve lies 
with the developers who want permits 
and must therefore mitigate their 
impacts. This is not the case however; 
it's expected that the MSCP will cost 
taxpayers millions. 

Finally, HCPs are confusing and tak- 
ing over the country at an alarming rate. 
It may (or may not) sound like an irra- 
tional conspiracy theory to suggest they 
are intentionally indecipherable and 
unassessable. Some claim that this is a 
ground-breaking (no pun intended) 
paradigm shift sweeping the nation, 
but how can it be a paradigm shift when 
the political context remains the same? 

It's questionable, at best, whether a 
concept that has been so corrupted by 
the political context should serve as a 
national model. The evolution of HCPs 
in some regions, given some contexts, 
may be more successful than in others, 
but it is difficult not to be alarmed when 
a growth-driven region such as San Di- 
ego is chosen as a model. Regardless of 
regional implications, HCPs are shap- 
ing-up to have a tremendous national 
impact as a model for revising the ESA. 
This country should acknowledge the 
need for new tools for planning and 
remember the intent of the ESA. We 
need both. Amidst the confusion, one 
thing is certain: if HCP policies are 
codified and substituted for original ESA 
language, we can expect an increase in 
the decline and extinction of species. 


Dismantle the dams 

Removing four dams on thelower Snake 
River may be the only cost-effective way 
to prevent Idaho salmon from becoming 
extinct, according to a report commis- 
sioned by the Army Corps of Engineers. 
The report says eliminating the dams 
built and operated by the Corps would 
cost electric users, shippers and taxpay- 
ers $153 million more annually. How- 
ever, that cost couid drop to $75 million if 
| federal officials decide immediately to 
take out the dams. The savings would 
| come in money already budgeted for 
salmon-related improvements to the dams. 

Though not the cheapest option, dam 
removal would provide the largest in- 
crease in estimated salmon survival. The 
Army Corps report concluded that, "©flly 
dam removal will provide sufficient ben- 
efits to have any chance for reversing the 
decline:” This is the second report that 
j suggests dam removal may be necessary 
to save Idaho’s salmon and steelhead. 

► ■ 1 . s o s 

Bull trout listing 

In a huge victory for bull trout, a judge 
has ordered the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service (FWS) to reconsider their 1994 

decision precluding bull trout from 1 isting 

under the Endangered Species Act. In a 
tersely worded opinion, the judge found 
that the FWS was "arbitrary and capri- 
cious” in its decision that bull trout were 
"warranted but precluded" from listing. 

The FWS relied heavily on future ac- 
tions of federal agencies, such as the 
Forest Service’s INFISH and PACFISH 
forest plan amendments, and various 
other state programs to protect the fish. 

| These actions have not protected bull 

trout and, in the case of state plans, have 
not materialized or resulted in any on- 
the-ground protective measures. “Sev- 
eral aspects of the record make FWS’s 
reliance on these factors, without further 
explanation, so questionable and inter- 
nally inconsistent as to render that reli- 
I ance arbitrary and capricious,” wrote 
I Judge Jones. 


■ ■■ 


J Dispute arises over FBI 
wiretap plan 

An old quarrel about the FBI’s plan to 
modernize its system for eavesdropping 
on telephone conversations has flared 
anew. Even telephone companies and 
industry associations are arguing that 
the new system will be far more intrusive 
and expensive than first thought. They 
say it would give law enforcement offi- 
cials sweeping new power to monitor 
tens of thousands of conversations and 
data transmissions simultaneously in a 
metropolitan area. For example, the FBI’ s 
plan would enable the law enforcement 
authorities in Los Angeles County to 
expand their surveillance capabilities a 
hundredfold beyond their current capac- 
ity of 1.360 simultaneous wiretaps. 

The Digital Telephony Act of 1994 
set the mandate for new tapping I 
procedures, and the FBI has since been 
trying to work out the details. “Qne of 
| the problems with this is the FBI hasn’t 
committed themselves on paper,” said 
James Dempsey, staff counsel for the 
Center for Democracy and Technology, 
a Washington-based public interest 
organization. “Until the FBI 
unambiguously states on the record I 
what it intends, the statute has not been 
complied with.” 


umtinued on 
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TwInCreeksMineOKedbyBLM 

With the approval of the Twin Creeks 
Mine near Vfoonenjucca, Nevada, the 
BLM has permitted cumulative ground- 
water deficits in the Humboldt River 
biiii|fifto exceed- SC) percent of the water 
stored in the top lOOfeetof the basin. The 
owned by the Santa Fe Pacific 
Gold Corporation, will create the largest 
human-made lake in. Nevada, north of 
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The Spotted Owl is Going to Die 
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by Lacey Phillabaum 

Home for the holidays, I tried doggedly to let go of my 
puritanical eco-righteousness. As much as I rage against it, 
my family is upper-middle class, white and typical. When 
Peter Jennings looks into the camera every night, he's 
talking to people like my mom. Just as I have trained myself 
to resent the life-style of my childhood, I have 
almost rejected the landscape of its setting. 

I feel sad that the ponderosa pines, 
wheat fields and open 
skies of my child- 
hood don't move 
me like the ancient 
forests of the West- 
ern Cascades. 

Maybe it's because 
the owl was my first 
encounter with 
wildlife, real forest 
critters and not the 
deer or coyote graz- 
ing my father's 
fields in the dis- 
tance. Maybe the 
uproar over the owl 
in the '80s trained 
me to think I might 
never seen one. Maybe 
Lou Gold ingrained the 
notion of indicator spe 
cies so deeply in my head 
that a distant hoot arouses 
instantly every way in which 
I love an ancient forest. Maybe 
it's just the inherent magic and 
summoning power of the owl. There 
is something special about the northern 
spotted owl to me, probably to many. I don't 
mean the Northern Spotted Owl, of course. Not the 
NSO of infamy. I mean that shy bird, with the four 
note hoot which quickens my heart. That chivalrous 
male bird and his reclusive soul mate. The one with eyes 
which speak emotion and thought. That bird which has 
evolved within the ancient forest, is ultimately adapted to 
fly through the multistory canopy and to nest in the snag. 

This movement can only be stronger when we learn to 
accommodate the emotions that all of us feel as activists, the 
fear of law enforcement that is the fear of any animal chased 
through a forest by a predator. But how to accommodate the 
overwhelming grief. No sincere person amongst us can deny 
that it is heart-wrenching to see a giant forced to its knees, 
and that the woe exponentially worsens when a whole 
watershed is leveled. How to grapple, then, with the almost 
inconceivable sum of destruction wreaked upon the forest 
everyday. And how to say good-bye to a species. 

It's the dirtiest secret of Option 9. We don't talk about it 
and neither do they. The spotted owl is going to die. 

It's not a fate sealed in stone, of course. It is sealed in the 
Manifest Destiny mindset of our culture. For the owl's sake, 
I wish the challenge were only stone. 

The fight will continue. The Biodiversity Legal Founda- 
tion is preparing to sue the government for failing to 
recover the northern spotted owl. Their challenge is based 
on the fact that the Salvage Rider severely undercut Option 
9's protections for owls, and those protections will con- 
tinue to be made irrelevant by Habitat Conservation Plans 
(HCPs). In Washington alone, the incidental take of 355 
owl pairs has already been authorized, 200 pairs through 
HCPs and 155 by the Department of Natural Resources on 
state land. There are 762 known activity centers (for pairs 
and singles) in the state at present. In all of the ways in 
which "Habitat Conservation Plan" is a misnomer, the 
word "conservation" is most strikingly euphemistic in the 
owl's case. All HCPs are "front-loaded, " allowing habitat to 
be cut now in exchange for regrowth later. But the owl is 
almost certainly not going to survive until later. 

If there is any hope for the owl, a cumulative impacts 
analysis, evaluating the status of the owl on federal, state 
and private land is needed. At present, each entity works 
independently, allowing individual, incidental takes which 
are cumulatively, unmistakably pushing the owl towards 
extinction. 

On the ground, the northern spotted owl is giving way to 
the eastern barred owl, a bird very similar to the spotted 
owl except that it adapts more readily to trashed habitats. 
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It doesn't need pristine, ancient forests to survive. 

Was the spotted owl just a strategy for the ancient forest 
protection movement? How could such a sacred bird be a 
strategy, and if it isn't, how can we let it slip away in silence? 
How do we say good-bye, mourn a species? A moment of 
silence? A day of outrage? Maybe a walk in the forest as the 
pink and orange light of the sunset falls through the 

trees, when the cold is just 
starting to nip. Will there 
really be a moonlit night 
when the mysterious 
call of the spotted owl 
won't float from the 
deepest part of the tow- 
ering giants? If the loss 
of the grizzly is the 
loss of our wild na- 
ture, and the wan- 
ing of the wolf the 
severing of our 
nomad, preda- 
tory way, what 
can it mean when 
the owl is gone? 

Ifthereisatime, 
a signal, that our 
modern move- 
ment has failed, 
isn't this it? It could 
not, of course, have 
been otherwise, for we 
are a handful of people 
fighting the thrust of the 
modern juggernaut of civi- 
lization. Failure is a given and 
resistance the only prize to be 
won. There is no finish line. When 
the ancient forest is gone, we will pro- 
tect residual trees, and then second growth 
and then rural, suburban tracts. 

Back home, walking the snowy roads, my Christ- 
mas belly weighing me down and my mind heavy with 
these thoughts, I unconsciously chime the notes of the owl's 
cry in response to a half-heard wish of a hoot. I always love 
snow, and there is after all, a certain magic silence about, even 
in this degraded landscape. A heavy rush of wind behind my 
head breaks my reverie. My heart is in my throat when I see 
the huge bird which has grazed me. Awakened by my longing 
hoot, it inspects me from a telephone pole. If is as unaccus- 
tomed to my attention as I am to his presence in this place. 
He looks like a fat cat perched on the pole, bigger than any owl 
I've ever seen. Not a spotted owl of course, the predator, 
plebeian great horned owl. 

What a blessing to be visited by this scavenger refuge as 
I mourn the loss of my totem animal, the spotted owl. The 
weight of my grief at the owl's passing is too much to bear. 
The great horned's visit, I can only think, is a promise, a 
pact between us of sorts. He is teaching me to stow away his 
symbolism in my heart, so that one day he will provoke me 
to defend these rolling hills and limitless skies, as I now 
defend the forest. It is a promise I will keep. 
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by Tim Haugen 

An amusing and meritorious idea 
for disrupting business as usual has 
filtered to me from some mischief 
makers in Carbondale, Illinois. Try 
this out at your local Temple of Mass 
Consumption. 

This idea requires that you somehow 
contrive to obtain a copy of your city's 
letterhead along with the signature of 
the mayor or city manager. Use these 
tools to declare a city holiday and post 
these notices everywhere, especially 
on the front doors of businesses. 

For example, you could do some- 
thing like the following: 

To the Citizens of Entropy: 

As Administrator of theCity Council, itis 
my pleasure to make this special announce- 
ment to the public. We're sure all workers 
and students will appreciate the implemen- 
tation of a new city ordinance declaring 
Wednesdays a day off from work and school. 
We feel the people of Carbondale would 
have a chance to be better citizens if there 
was a designated holiday in the middle of 
the week. Studies by psychiatrists and soci- 


ologists indicate that the effects of preparing 
for and complying with a jive (or more) day 
workweek are harmful to our mental and 
physical well-being. In fact, studies indicate 
that most popular forms of leisure contrib- 
ute to the ill health of our citizens as well. As 
a remedy, we encourage you to engage in 
activities outside the confines of business 
transactions or the passive consumption of 
entertainment. If this comes to include the 
convivial sharing of essential skills (e.g., 
gardening), the Council looks forward to 
cutting down the rest of the workweek ac- 
cordingly as it becomes superfluous. 

Surveys show that playful and unusual 
activities are more enjoyable, and better 
for society as a whole, than well-planned 
and administered culture. We look for- 
ward to seeing how this new ordinance 
changes our hard-working citizens and 
encourages a more beautiful city. We also 
strongly suggest that citizens begin to 
think for themselves and act accordingly 
to realize their boldest desires despite years 
of repression and boredom. 

Together, we can make every day a 
holiday! 

— Bjor A. Crat, City Manager 


For more information concerning this 
ordinance contact: Pee R. Flack, Commu- 
nity Relations Officer, City Hall, 666 
Economic Growth Ave., Entropy, IL 
2L84U; 987-6543. 

According to Harvard economist 
Juliet Schor in her book The Over- 
worked American, the average 
American workweek has steadily in- 
creased over the last 15 years, along 
with mandatory overtime and the 
declining power of labor unions. Fur- 
thermore, she cites studies which 
indicate that corporate executives 


plan more of the same for workers in 
the future. To quote one Fortune 500 
CEO, "I cannot imagine a shorter 
workweek. I can imagine a longer 
one, both in school and at work, if 
America is to be competitive in the 
first half of the next century." 

In an age when corporate CEOs 
view workers as mere pawns without 
lives of their own, in a multinational 
competition, the declaration of a city 
holiday can remind people there are 
more rewarding ways of meeting ba- 
sic needs than a life of wage slavery. 


The Ecological Costs of Fcir Farming 


by JP Goodwin 

The fur industry may refer to itself as "eco-friendly" 
in deceptive advertising campaigns, but this 
greenwashing is a deceitful attempt to justify what 
is not only a cruel trade but an ecologically destruc- 
tive one as well. Fur farms cause extensive water, air 
and soil pollution, while fur coats are processed 
with caustic chemicals. Trapping not only disrupts 
the balance of nature, but can lead to the spread of 
wildlife diseases. 

The largest mink producing state in the US is 
Wisconsin, and some farms there keep up to 75,000 
animals. The Wisconsin Department of Natural Re- 
sources has had to urge the fur industry to find new 
ways of dealing with the wastewater from tons of fur 
farm excrement each year. When excrement is al- 
lowed to pile up underneath cages it leaches into the 
soil and eventually contaminates the groundwater. 
Runoff carries the pollution into nearby streams 
where the high level of nitrates contained in it causes 
algal growth. The overgrowth of algae depletes the 
oxygen in the water, totally disrupting the natural 
ecology of the local drainages. One fur industry 



Raccoon caught in an ahoreal leg-hold trap 


group, Fur Commission USA, requested that local 
governments in the Great Lakes region maintain 
lower water-quality standards so that fur farms 
wouldn't be identified as major sources of pollution. 

Extensive water and air pollution problems as a 
result of fur farming have also been created in 
Finland, the world's largest fox breeding country. 
The total ammonia emissions from Finnish farms is 
1,500 tons per year. These emissions can lead to 
respiratory problems for mammals who live in the 
area. In the town of Kaustinen, the intake of ground- 
water had to be halted and the direction of the river 
current changed because waste dumped by fur farms 
contaminated the water supply. 

A further ecologically devastating impact of fur 
farms is the introduction of non-native animals 
into foreign habitats. Last year, a fur-farming disas- 
ter led to the release of nutria into the Willamette 
Valley in Oregon. The nutria devoured crops, caus- 
ing untold amounts of damage. Other examples 
include raccoons in Germany, opossum in New 
Zealand, mink in Iceland and nutria in other areas 
of North America. The fur industry continues to 
experiment with different fur animals and the same 
problems continue to arise as animals escape and 
reproduce in large numbers. 

Trapping disrupts the predator/prey relationship 
as well by removing large numbers of predators 
during the winter months. This can lead to an over- 
abundance of prey. In New Mexico, approximately 
50 people died after an outbreak of the Hanta virus 
which was related to an overpopulation of deer mice. 
Deer mice are normally preyed upon by coyotes, but 
cattle ranchers trap and shoot the coyotes for their 
fur. The Hanta disaster may have occurred because 
the trappers and cattle ranchers disrupted the eco- 
logical balance by killing off all the coyotes. 

Much of the public opposes killing animals for 
their fur, but some of the environmental movement 
does not. Incredibly, the National Wildlife Federa- 
tion (NWF) not only supports trapping, but pro- 
duces pro-trapping literature distributed by the 
maker of Victor leg-hold traps. The fact that trap- 
ping decimates populations of predators and nu- 
merous threatened and endangered species through 
the use of nonselective traps evidently means noth- 
ing to NWF. Their literature states that trapping 
controls outbreaks of disease. However, diseased 
animals are not the only animals attracted to the 
Zj urine-based sex lures used by trappers. Nonselective 
I trapping leads to a reduction of the genetic strength 
of the targeted species — making them more suscep- 
tible to disease. 

The lynx, bobcat and otter are listed under Appen- 


dix II of the Convention in Trade of Endangered 
Species. This stipulates that such animals can be 
trapped and killed in the wild, but they must be 
tagged in order to maintain some sort of body 
count. While claiming to care about endangered 
species, the fur trade is lobbying to have these 
valuable animals downgraded because, as the Na- 
tional Trappers Association recently complained, 
the tagging process is "tedious." Though lynx popu- 
lations are at precariously low levels, trappers con- 
tinue to kill them in large numbers in many areas. 
As few as 150 may still exist in Montana, but the 
trapping continues. Lynx are even being taken out 
of the wild to stock new lynx farms. Saskatchewan, 
Canada legalized lynx farming in 1996 and most 
states and provinces already allow the keeping of 
wild cats in fur farms. 

The fur industry claims that a real fur is much safer 
(and environmentally friendly) than a synthetic 
coat. This too has proven to be a false claim. If you 
add up the ecological costs associated with the 
manufacture of cages and feed, gas for drive feeder 
machines, transportation of the pelt to the auction 
house, the dresser, the manufacture and the retail 
outlet and the processing of the skins, a ranch- 
raised fur will have used 20 times as much energy as 
the production of a synthetic jacket. 

The fur trade believes it can deflect criticism by 
claiming that the entire animal is used and that the 
carcass is used for animal feed, but this is not always 
true. For example, furriers claim that fox and some 
mink are killed by lethal injection. This practice 
makes the carcass unusable as animal feed. As there 
is no economic benefit in giving animal carcasses to 
rendering companies, the carcasses are generally 
disposed of in landfills. 

Toxic chemicals used in fur processing, including 
formaldehyde and chromium, cause extensive en- 
vironmental damage, and fur processing plants have 
been fined by the Environmental Protection Agency 
in the US. The fur industry claims to be environ- 
mentally responsible, yet advertising authorities in 
England, Denmark, Finland, Holland and Italy have 
stopped the industry from making these claims. We 
must also stop it in North America. 

The Dallas-based Coalition to Abolish the Fur 
Trade has researched, written and produced a new 
report entitled The Fur Industry: An Environmental 
Nightmare. The fur trade as a whole needs to be 
targeted by environmental activists. Department 
stores are the main target for protests around the 
country. Raiding fur farms is a favorite among direct 
action groups. Anyone who would like help orga- 
nizing against the fur trade can contact the Coali- 
tion to Abolish the Fur Trade at POB 822411, Dallas, 
TX 75382; (214) 503-1419. 
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A Modest Proposal for the Activist Conference 


This proposal comes from a meeting, at the end of 
the 1997 EF! Activist Conference at Arrowbear, to 
make some proposals for future conferences. This is 
intended to be a proposal only and everything below 
was not fully consensed upon. 

Goal of conference 

To have productive meetings about EF! movement 
business. 

Critiques 

To give you a feel of the basis for our discussion, 
here are critiques of the Arrowbear and previous 
conferences: 

• Provide adequate map and directions to the site. 

• A check-in/registration area is essential. Post a map 
of the facilities and "camp rules." 

• Morning circles and orientation are essential. 

• Agenda was too fixed. No preset agendas. (The 
opposite was also suggested.) 

• Post the agenda in an obvious place. 

• Actions shouldn't be scheduled during prime 
meeting time. 

• Pack it in and pack it out. 

• Inadequate bath and sleeping facilities. 

• Firewood should be provided not scavenged from 
the grounds. 

• Provide an obvious recycling center. Kegs instead of 
bottles for the rally. 

• Need a menu. Food was good but inflexible. Provide 
emergency food plans. 

• Ensure an organized, reliable kitchen crew. Supply 
the kitchen adequately (more salt and spices). 

• Attendees should help with dishes/kitchen. 

• Facilitation was better in 1997 than in 1996. 

• Conference Committee should ensure trained 
facilitators are in attendance. 

• Communications with EF! Journal need to be better 


and information should be double-checked. 

• Less internal business/more project-oriented 
meetings. (The opposite was also suggested.) 

• Meetings (and conference itself) started too late. 

• Rally/performance night needs to be organized and 
respected. 

• More money for travel reimbursement. 

• Not enough urban issues. 



1997 Conference action — protecting the Mojave 


Structure of the conference 

We recognize the desire for a large winter rendez- 
vous/gathering, and we feel there is a conflict between 
the need for a smaller EF! organizers' meeting (two to 
four reps from each region or group) and a larger 
rendezvous-type atmosphere that the tribe seems to 
desire more than once a year. So, we thought it would 
be helpful to delineate the events, but keep them 
connected due to limited travel funds. 

We propose that the event be held on Presidents' 
Day every year. We suggest that the gathering be held 
from Friday through Monday with the first two days 
being the Organizer's Conference (OC) and the other 
two days being the EF! Winter Rendezvous. 

We want to stress that the first two days be geared 
specifically towards getting concrete work done and 


decisions made. Once that's past, the rest of the 
weekend is open for whatever people want to do/ 
organize. 

(We realize that many folks are going to car pool, so 
there will be some folks arriving at the beginning of 
the weekend who aren't necessarily interested in the 
OC. We recommend that these folks could help with 
the food and other logistical tasks.) 

Annual structure outline 

Friday: The agenda gets formed first f/tin# Friday a.m. 
The agenda gets followed throughout the OC. Satur- 
day: OC continues/concludes, partying begins. Sun- 
day: Movement-wide workshops (i.e., follow-up from 
OC, gender, regional updates, guest speakers, cam- 
paigns), action planning, performance rally in the 
evening. Monday: Workshops, action prep. Tuesday: 
Action! 

Five strategic questions 

While the conference agenda is ultimately up to the 
people and groups participating, we also recognize 
these five questions that should be answered during 
every conference: 

1) What is EF! doing currently? 

2) What does the movement want to accomplish 
(goals)? 

3) How can we improve the effectiveness of our 
campaigns? 

4) What are our internal problems that need to be 
solved? 

5) New tactics or strategies? 

Funding of Conference 

The OC should get at least $1,000 from the 
previous RRRendezvous. It is also the responsibil- 
ity of the OC committee to find grants. Money 
raised should go toward the site, food, travel and 
mailing expenses. 

A flat fee should be charged to all 
participants, and the fee should always 
be sliding scale. We propose a new rule 
that any money left over (from regis- 
tration fees, grants, etc.) after the con- 
ference bills are paid go towards fund- 
ing next year's OC. There should also 
be a way for the local groups hosting 
the event to raise money for them- 
selves as well, such as t-shirts, beer, etc. 

Some of the money raised for the 
OC should also go toward a scholar- 
ship fund for travel allowances and 
an emergency fund for unforeseen 
expenses. The availability of travel 
money should be made clear well 
before the OC. Those who wish to 
use the scholarship fund need to 
apply well in advance of the confer- 
ence. We recommend a deadline of 
January 1. Once the decisions on 
who gets funding are made, notifi- 
cation should go out quickly to all 
who applied. 

It was also proposed that a perma- 
nent OC organizing committee be 
created that specifically handles fund- 
raising for the conferences. 

Booze 

Ever a controversial issue, it was 
proposed that there be no booze dur- 
ing the OC. But that wasn't very 
popular, so we are "allowed" to do 
whatever we want at night during 
the first two days as long as every- 
body is responsible enough (able) to 
get up in the mornings and partici- 
pate fully. Once the OC is over and 
the Winter Rendezvous commences, 
haul in the kegs. Ideally, we'd like 
to see an alcohol-free OC to facili- 
tate getting decisions made. 


Fairmile Eviction Continued 


continued from front page 

accord. Unfortunately, early morn- 
ing radio news alerted the Sheriff to 
a sneak preview of these demands 
and he responded by evicting the 
communications rig at 7 a.m. De- 
spite this, the demands were issued 
on behalf of the tunnelers at 9 a.m., 
and the media 
circus began in 
earnest. The de- 
mands did, to 
some extent, force 
the press to look 
at the issues re- 
lated to the build- 
ing of this road so 
all was not lost. 

Not surprisingly, 

Under Sheriff 
Coleman turned 
them down. 

Around this 
time in London, 
work was stopped 
for the day on a 
Balfour Beatty site 
when five people 
from London Reclaim The Streets 
climbed a crane and hung a banner 
reading, "Privatised Vandalism-stop 
building DBFO's. We love you 
Fairmile." (Balfour Beatty is involved 
in the construction of the A30). 

Back in Fairmile, through a mixture 
of trickery on behalf of the safety 
officers and frantic digging, the bai- 
liffs slowly removed the residents. As 
each one came out they entered into 
the clutches of an increasingly more 
rabid and sensationalised media ma- 
chine. They finally removed Swampy 
after six days and 23 hours, making 
this the longest and most closely 


watched eviction ever. The frightening 
extent of the media's monopoly on the 
public's consciousness has been dem- 
onstrated by their ability to put public 
opinion on our side! Although all of the 
people that were down the tunnels have 
got their heads screwed on, the intense 
pressure from the media for "human 



The endangered nest-building Homo sapien has made a vigorous comeback in England. 


interest" stories has resulted in articles 
like the one in The Express in which they 
dressed Swampy up in a variety of ex- 
pensive suits and then reassured their 
readers that underneath the scruffy ex- 
terior and veneer of anti-state ideas, 
there beats a respectable, suburban, 
middle-class heart! In all fairness to 
Swampy, he did do it with his tongue 
firmly in his cheek and the money went 
straight to paying off his £500 fine for 
damaging surveying equipment at New- 
bury last year. To further illustrate the 
point, Animal, on emerging from her 
stint in the tunnels, was offered a col- 
umn in The Mirror, entitled (you'll like 


this) "Animal Writes!" Very funny... 
not. She has yet to make a decision, but 
has said that if she does do it she will 
use the column to expose multination- 
als and to galvanise people into taking 
action. We have yet to see whether or 
not any radical ideas she may try to get 
across will be censored out of exist- 
ence. We will not even go into the offer 
from a very large record company to 
record a song! 

Wasn't the 
Fairmile eviction 
just so fluffy? 
Don't you think 
that all those 
climbers and tun- 
nelers were so nice 
and friendly? 
Seems like some- 
thing might have 
changed in the 
past five years or 
so... or perhaps it 
had something to 
do with the fact 
that the media was 
allowed to witness 
an eviction. 

A30 Action! has a 
huge phone bill af- 
ter the last few months of sustained 
resistance to the road and the recent 
evictions. Any donations toward pay- 
ing this off would help, otherwise they 
may have to send Swampy out to do 
some more modeling. Make cheques 
payable to Quercus Tribe and send to: 
A30 Action!, POB 6, Ottery St. Mary, 
Devon, EX11 1YL, England. For any 
more information on any aspect of the 
construction of the road and the resis- 
tance to it contact the A30 Action! 
group. 

Reprinted from Earth First! Action 
Update. To subscribe send £5 to POB 
9656, London N4 4JY, England. 


That's it. Just to remind everyone, 
this is all merely a proposal to be 
discussed until a decision can be made 
at the Wisconsin RRR this summer. 
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that advance the larger economic and ago in suggesting "quiet acts of solution, and it is exemplified today 
continued from front page cultural interests of that system, and it mental and physical withdrawal "and by a whole movement of neo- 


Proceed they did. With a fury made will not do other kinds of things or even "a stoppage of senseless routines and Luddites proud to call themselves so. 

stronger by the loss of their com- allow other ways of thinking that are mindless acts." Or communitarian. Such an ideology would contain, 

rade, they broke down the front door threatening or antithetical to it. as with the Amish communities and I'd like to suggest, such postulates as 

and smashed the windows while the Therefore, it is vital that we keep this Indian tribes that have chosen the these: Industrialism is the culture 

family and guards escaped by the issue in the forefront of current debate wisdom of their traditional ways and that is endangering economic, so- 

back entrance. And then, methodi- and on all the agendas of political ac- simply rejected those aspects of the cial and environmental systems 

cally, they smashed the remaining tion. Modern technology is catastrophi- industrial system they find harmful around the world and must be op- 

looms and some of the furniture, set cally changing all aspects of the world and threatening to their land-based, posed by an organicism based on the 

fire to the house and dispersed into around us, and it is imperative that we communal, small-scale way of life, integrity, stability and harmony of 

the night, never identified, never confront it, name it as the enemy, en- Above all, they can be political, the biotic world. Anthropocentrism 

caught. The house was a gutted ruin courage resistance to it and work to see continually and urgently bringing is the dangerous mind-set of the in- 

in an hour. that its devastations are minimized and the messages and warnings of dustrial culture and must be opposed 

Thus, starkly, began the movement eventually negated. technological crisis to as wide an by a biocentrism that teaches a spiri- 

that was to become known as This means learning and laying out as audience as possible through all tual identification of the human with 

Luddism, named after the mythical clearly and fully as possible the full means of communication— and all living species and the living earth, 

and mysterious figure who, in range of costs and consequences of this positing the sensible alternatives that Globalism is the economic and mili- 

different guises and different locales, technology in the near term and long, give some hope of living rightly on tary strategy of the industrial system 

the earth. and must be opposed by an assertion 

3) We can find no better guide for of localism and an empowerment of 

our stance toward technology than the coherent bioregion and the hu- 

Herbert Read's, "Only a people serv- man-scale community. And capital- 

ing an apprenticeship to nature can ism is the means of exploitation and 

be trusted with machines." When an unjust distribution underlying that 

economy is not so embedded in na- system and must be opposed by an 

was their leader, King Edward ("Ned") so that even those in thrall to the ease/ ture it not only wreaks its harm ecological economy built upon har- 

Ludd. It began that November night comfort/speed/power of high-tech gad- throughout the biosphere in indis- mony with the earth and coopera- 

in 181 1, just as England was rushing getry are forced to understand at what criminate and ultimately fatal ways, tion among humans, 

headlong into what would become price it comes and who is paying for it. but it also loses its sense of the hu- That is not complex. A movement 

known as the Industrial Revolution, And it means awakening people to man as a species and the individual united around just those principles, 

and it ended, with 11 Luddites see who it is that really benefits from as an animal. In fact it creates such a at least for starters, would have a 

hanging from the York gallows, in the technology— not this individual mighty technosphere, speedy, pow- firm sense of where and what the 

January of 1813. Before it was over, it number-cruncher or that scientist or erful, efficient and consumptive, that problem is and where and what the 

destroyed something over £100,000 the house-ridden grandmother over the biosphere becomes nothing more solutions are. 

worth of property (at a time when the' there, but rather the large corporate than a source for extraction and a A Luddism for today is certainly 
average laborer earned around £30 a and governmental organizations that basin for wastes, and the human be- feasible, and the initial shock troops 

year), including at least 1,500 weaving created the stuff in the first place so comes entirely displaced and alien- are already in place, the lessons from 

machines, two houses, three factories as to exert their control farther and ated from its natural systems and the past ready and available, and the 

and a public hall; it had forced the more efficiently. rhythms. That way madness, and strategies and tactics, at least for the 

British Government to send nearly 2) Revolt is futile and reform ecocide, lies. moment, pretty well evident. We are, 

14,000 soldiers to quell the uprising, ineffectual, but resistance is both The first part of any coherent analysis moreover, at an auspicious time, 

at a cost of probably close to a million possible and necessary. With the real with which to confront and resist the when the pace and price of high 

pounds; it had given up probably means of repression in the hands of industrial system must be based in technology are causing increasing 

three dozen lives in Luddite actions the state, and the legislative bodies Read's quite simple idea: only insofar dislocations in economic and social 


Revolt is futile and reform ineffectual, but 
resistance is both possible and necessary. 


and another 24 to the gallows, and 
had taken one mill owner's life and 
injured several others; and it had 
embedded in the culture of English 
industrialism, and the English 
language itself, an irradicable idea of 
opposition to the domination of 
industrial technology and to the values 
of mechanization, exploitation, 
consumption, competition and 
emisseration that go along with it — 
an idea alive with new vigor now, as 
the second Industrial Revolution 
empowered by the microchip sweeps 
the world. 

But it did not win. In the end, with 
the power of amoral wealth and the 
British political and military ma- 
chines against it, Luddism was 
crushed, and the factory system and 
technological values of the Industrial 
Revolution triumphed. 

And that is why, today, for those of us 
who understand that first movement of 
Luddites and wish to find some way to 
march under that banner again in op- 
position to the present onslaught of 
technology, it is important to draw from 
the experience of Luddism. I suggest 
that there are four particularly perti- 


in the pockets of the corpQrations, 
neither armed violence nor electoral 
legalism will work to bring about 
significant change. But it is still 
possible to fashion ways of 
resistance and protest, 
individual and collective, 
local and regional, physical 
and intellectual. 

There is clearly a role 
here for violent confron 
tation, as the original 
Luddites showed and as 
many varieties of ecoteurs 
in recent years have dem 
onstrated — it is a tactic 
that has a shock and at 
tention-getting value, 
even a certain moral 
power and audacity to it. 

But it should be obvious 
by now that it is ex- 
tremely limited in its 
power to effect change, 
particularly in a coun- 
try like the United 
States, where the gov- 
ernment has such over- 
whelming strength on 
its side — military, police, propa- 


as we individually, and then as a society 
collectively, devote ourselves to a deep 
understanding 



and appreciation of 


lives, in the US and around the world, 
and an increasing number of 
people are willing to start ques- 
tioning the assumptions and 
resisting the directions im- 
posed by the technological 
system. 

Might it be too much to ex- 
pect that, in the not-so-distant 
future, a band of Luddite lads 
and ladies will be sitting around 
a crowded pub, just as the 
Nottingham warriors did in the 
fall of 1811, singing the equiva- 
lent of that rousing Luddite song: 

Now by force unsubdued, and by 
threats undismay'd 
Death itself can't his (King 
Ludd's) ardor repress; 

The presence of armies can 'tmake 
him afraid 

or impede his career of success; 
Whilst the news of his conquests 
is spread far and near, 

How his Enemies take the alarm; 
His courage, his fortitude, strikes 
them with fear, 

For they dread his Omnipotent 
Arm! 


nent lessons: 

1) The issue of technology is not sec- 
ondary or irrelevant: it is paramount. 


ganda, money, etc. — and is not afraid 
to use it. Moreover, it is hard to argue 
that the low means of violence are 


nature — much as the tenets of deep 
ecology would have us do — can we 
learn to choose the technologies that 


Kirkpatrick Sale is the author of Rebels 
Against the Future: The Luddites and 
Their War on the Industrial Revolu- 


Let us not fall for the line that technol- 
ogy is neutral and it only matters who 
controls it, good guys or bad. That is 
dangerous nonsense. Technology, as 
Norbert Weiner (the father of cybernet- 
ics) knew well, comes with the logic and 
aims of the economic system that 
spawns it, and it will do those things 


justified by the high ends of prin- 
ciple, and without that moral under- 
pinning violence usually tends to lose 
its political utility. 

Nonetheless, other ways of 
challenging the industrial status quo 
are available. They can be personal, 
as Lewis Mumford urged a generation 


we can safely adopt. The second part: 

4) We must articulate and spread 
an ideology based on the long and 
rich tradition of antitechnology be- 
ginning with Luddites. It is there for 
us to use and its library is full of 
brilliant statements of the problem 
and moving exhortations toward the 


tion: Lessons for the Computer Age. 
(Addison Wesley). He is a member of 
the Lead Pencil Club, the E.F. 
Schumacher Society, the International 
Forum on Globalization, the Jacques 
Ellul Society and the Good Life Center 
to preserve the legacy of Scott and Helen 
Nearing. 
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I ¥ money 

As a young, white, well-edu- 
cated male who makes over 
$50,000 per year, 1 can see why 
many liberals resent the fact that 
all the "breaks" go to people 
like me and my beautiful wife. I 
like the fact that for Valentine's 
Day I gave her a tanzanite ring 
that was probably mined using 
underpaid, overworked labor- 
ers while wreaking havoc on 
the local environment; better 
there than in my backyard. I 
use my brain to be able to afford 
to live where I choose. 

Believe it or not, my friends 
and I actually enjoy driving our 
cars, we sometimes do it for plea- 
sure. Right now my wife and I 
have two new cars and are con- 
sidering a third — just for fun! 

The sad reality is that fringe 
groups such as yourselves have 
been around spouting off what- 
ever message is fashionable 
since time immemorial while 
people like me have been going 
to work, getting ahead, and ac- 
cumulating the power and 
wealth which you rail against. 
It's just like kindergarten; those 
who have get more, while those 
who have not get less. 

Intelligent discourse is 
welcomed but please, no name 
calling. 

— Richard Haas 

HOSSMAN@LPHA.WCOIL.COM 

I.M. shadow boxing 

To EF! 

"No Compromise in Defense 
of Mother Earth." 

How does winding 
up articles with appeals 
to write politicians for 
their support square 
with "no compro- 
mise"? 

How is "Renewing 
the Soul of the 
Environment" by EF! 
editor A. Hines not 
compromised, with its 
New Age, let's be nice 
message? 

And what about the 
confused "Burning 
Mystery of Oakridge 
Ranger Station" piece, 
which goes out of its 
way to remove from 
consideration the idea 
that Oakridge was razed as an 
uncompromised act of creative 
defiance? 

When is it time to drop the 
symbolic shadow-boxing and 
fight back? When is it really "No 
Compromise in Defense of 
Mother Earth"? 

— I.M. Pissed, Portland, Oregon 

Back stabbing 

Dear Earth First! Journal, 

This response is regarding 
your unnecessary backstab at 
Greenpeace in your article on 
the Golden Gate Bridge banner 
hang for the Headwaters forest. 
("The People vs. Woody 
Harrelson," Feb/March 1997) 
For your information, 
Greenpeace actually helped 
more than you might have ex- 
pected, behind the scenes. 
Greenpeace provided its ware- 
house space in San Francisco 
for the banner preparation and 
climbing practice. Greenpeace 
canvassers from the San Fran- 
cisco office provided support for 
the action. And Greenpeace pro- 
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vided use of its communications 
van and communications ex- 
pert leading up to and during 
the action. Also some of the 
climbers were ex-Greenpeacers 
who received some of their ini- 
tial climbing training from 
Greenpeace. 

In the future, please feel free 
to call and ask me information 
about our involvement before 
slinging some more mud at us. 
We are all in this together, and 
we should be able to work with 
respect for each other's 
contributions. 

Thank you, 

— Ingrid Gordon, West Coast 
Action Coordinator, Greenpeace 

So sorry 

What can I say? Ingrid is right. 
We are all in this together, and we 
should be able to work with respect 
for each other's contributions. 
Although the remark was meant 
to be amusing (oops!) and illustrate 
the fly-by-the-seat-of-your-pants 
and outrageous nature of our time 
line, I can see where it could come 
off as an unnecessary jab. 

And I should know better, 
considering that I have spent the 
last few months on the hot seat, 
criticized by my peers for bringing 
Woody into the action at all, and 
getting beat up on a regular basis 
by Bay Area AM radio talk show 
hosts over the traffic issue. Point 
well taken. 

It's true that individuals 
associated with many different 
environmental groups contributed 
generously of their time and 


resources to make the action 
happen. (I'll refrain from listing 
them, just in case someone reopens 
the class action suit!) I can only 
hope that this beautiful show of 
solidarity signals a new era of 
collaborations that will be 
extended to other affinity groups 
and EF! actions, even if they don't 
involve celebrities or large high 
profile targets like the Golden Gate 
Bridge. I challenge all of us to 
make that a reality! 

— Celia (aka Sorrel) 

In defense of Ruckus 

About Fez Velour's take on the 
true meaning of activism re "Stay- 
ing on Message with the Ruckus 
Society" in your Yule issue. 

Most of Velour's bone of con- 
tention with Ruckus and its 
impure emphasis on the impor- 
tance of media seems to turn on 
semantics. Ruckus says "you 
won’t get your point across un- 
less you play by their rules." 
Velour responds "The point is 
to appropriate the process." 
Ruckus, of course, in saying 


play by their rules" means the 
same thing Velour means by 
"appropriate the tools." When 
Ruckus says we "must develop 
message discipline" and Fez V. 
says "we need to convey why 
these actions are not radical, 
but simply necessary," where is 
the incompatibility? Velour is 
under the impression 
that Ruckus is advocat- 
ing "a strict diet of me- 
dia actions" "abandon- 
ing substantive actions, " 
and urging us all to "stop 
talking about biodiver- 
sity." Oh, pshaw. All 
the activists I know who 
have attended the 
Ruckus action camps 
(did Velour talk to them, 
or does s/he get all his/ 
her interpretations of 
reality from Outside 
magazine?) went to pick 
up some tips — primarily, 
how to scale tall struc- 
tures — and came back to 
their local, grass-roots 
groups (including EF!) to 
apply what they'd 
learned to their own substan- 
tive actions — "actions to pro- 
test an injustice first and fore- 
most and to tell the world about 
it secondarily" — along with a 
little more savvy about how the 
media works. They added 
Ruckus' tools to their kit. They 
didn't abandon anything. 

I see the furious personal and 
factional sniping in these pages; 

I read the line-by-line attacks 
and counter-attacks and 
counter-counter-at- 
tacks posted on com- 
puter bulletin boards 
between eco-druids and 
Sahara Club yahoos — 
sandbox altercations on 
the level of "You're stu- 
pid!" "You’re a hundred 
times more stupid!!*' 
"You're a thousand 
times..." and I cannot 
find it in my heart to 
condemn Ruckus for 
trying to nudge these 
campers a little closer 
to something that 
masscult America can 
recognize as someone 
talking about some- 
thing they might possi- 
bly be able to relate to. 

Fez V. concludes that "mean- 
ingful, long term, biologically 
based environmental protection 
is only possible with a concomi- 
tant radical change in our 
culture's attitudes towards na- 
ture." 

That's right. And in a post- 
industrial society at the end of 
the 20th century, that's only 
going to happen via the offices 
of the mass media. If it doesn't 
happen on TV, it didn't hap- 
pen. I expect Fez V. knows that, 
and doesn't much like it. Ruckus 
knows it, too, and has elected to 
use it as a tool. 

I'm glad that Velour can re- 
call actions that got national 
and international coverage be- 
cause they "were actions that 
rang true." Wonderful. But in 
all probability, there was an ac- 
tivist involved who had a cell 
phone, a fax machine and a list 
of media organizations, and 
who knew what to say to the 
assignment editor to get the 
camera crews out. And that 


probably had something to do 
with it, too. 

— Andrew Christie, Los Angeles 

From the English poky 

To the EF! Activist Conference, 
A big ole howdy to y'all down 
there in sunny California. It is 
rather wet here in Wales but the 


climate matters little to me 
while I am on remand in Her 
Majesty's Prison, Swansea fol- 
lowing a British EF! action 
against open-cast coal mines. 

In true Monty Python fashion, 
I am charged with criminal 
damage of earth moving 
equipment; suspicion of illegal 
immigration; and lastly but 
most humorously, attempting 
to perverse the course of public 
justice. If ripping massive holes 
in the ground, poisoning the 
air and ground water, and 
destroying human/non-human 
communities serves the cause 
of public justice, then 1 suppose 
I am proud to be a pervert. The 
charge carries as much moral 
authority as San Francisco's 
notorious "criminal conspiracy 
to serve food without a permit. " 

Never mind the bullocks, 
what I am stoked to report is a 
thriving EF! movement in Brit- 
ain, one which combines an un- 
compromising defense of the 
wild, with a strong commitment 
to social justice. While it may 
be obvious that one cannot last 
without the other, British EF! 
seems to have made stronger 
links with other groups work- 
ing for justice than we have in 
North America. I think Mark 
Dowies' book Losing Ground 
proves how important this con- 
nection is. 1 will be thinking of 
you this weekend when you 
gather, and reflecting on how 
much 1 have learned and gained 
from my involvement with EF! 
While I am overseas I intend to 
talk up what I think of the posi- 
tive directions North American 
EF! is moving in. 

There is a great deal of inter- 
est over here about what is hap- 
pening over there, and once 
people decided that I am not a 
sexist/racist/redneck brute, (EF!, 
Murray Bookchin lives on), they 
have wanted to hear about what 
EF! is all about. When I come 
back home, whenever exactly 
that is, 1 want to pass on what I 
have learnt from various and 
sundry, road blockaders, hunt- 
sabs, lock-down artists, squat- 
ters, elves and other assorted 
riff raff. 

For the wild, 

— Al Decker 


P.S. If Casey Neill is there, 
please tease him good naturedly 
about his overseas fame. 
"Dancing on the ruin of multi- 
national corporations" is a 
household term (or rather a tree 
house term) and I heard "hurrah 
for the riff raff" sung in a road 
blockade campsite. 

P.P.S. It is with a sad 
heart and thirsty mouth 
that I must report a boy- 
cott call against Guiness, 
brewers of the holy stout, 
for trashing and evicting 
an eco-village that was 
squatted on the corpora- 
tions land. Perhaps the 
UK roadshow crew won't 
need to raise as much 
money now! By the way, 
the tour is being billed 
over here as the US EF! 
roadshow, a label we Ca- 
nadians and pseudo-Ca- 
nadians will not stand for. 

Schnauzers to 
Beneville 

I see that Craig 
Beneville did not correct the 
error in Wolves and Poodles 
concerning the allegation that I 
spoke in support of the 
Vancouver Aquarium at a 
Vancouver Parks Board meet- 
ing. He said that he would. 

Is truth determined by access 
to the media or by fact. In the 
established media it is usually 
determined by access. I guess 
the same holds true for the Jour- 
nal. The truth is what you de- 
cide will be the truth. 

My opening statement before 
the Parks Board in the Septem- 
ber 1996 meeting began with 
these words. "I am not here to 
support the Vancouver 
Aquarium." 

By the way, what do you 
people have against poodles? 
As a point of information, they 
are quite intelligent dogs, 
originally bred in France as 
hunting dogs. 

— Paul Watson 
Sea Shepherd Conservation Society 

From the Gulag 

Hi Folks, 

A friend shared the Brigid '97 
Journal with me. I hadn't seen a 
Journal in several years (I've been 
way out of touch here in the 
gulag) and I was pleased and 
relieved to see what a great job 
you're doing. Its better than ever 
although as an unreformed 
monkeywrencher of the old 
school, I do miss "Dear Ned 
Ludd." 

I especially want to applaud 
the articles on pages 12 and 13 
(about Freddie cops and the 
history of the FS). Both were 
good educational articles. A 
brief, minor criticism — in Jon 
Doe-Nut's description of the 
Freddie cops armament there 
are a couple of errors. The Ruger 
Mini-30 shoots a .30 caliber 
cartridge identical to the AK-47 
(known as the 7.62 x 39mm). 
M-60 machine guns shoot a 
different, albeit .30 caliber, 
cartridge (the 7.62 x 51mm). 
These cartridges are also known 
as the 7.62 or .30 caliber Russian, 
and the 7.62 or .30 caliber 
NATO. AR-15 and M-16 rifles 
shoot a cartridge known as the 
.223 Remington or 5.56mm 
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NATO, These details are petty, 
but I thought you might want to 
pass them on to Jon in case he 
uses the article or parts of it again. 

One other question/sugges- 
tion: has anyone done an ar- 
ticle warning people about 
Wackenhut Corporation secu- 
rity people? If not, it's sorely 
needed. Wackenhut has 
intelligence gathering 
capabilities surpassing 
many government enti- 
ties, and I know from 
experience that they 
don't let minor techni- 
cal details such as 
people’s constitutional 
rights get in their way. 

They have a cozy, in- 
bred relationship with 
many large resource rob- 
bing corporations and 
the various government 
lackeys that serve them, 
as well as military and 
nuke industry ties. 

These are very danger- 
ous people. By the early 
'80s they already had begun 
keeping files on environmental 
activists. 

As I said, I haven't been able to 
read the Journal for years so per- 
haps this has already been ad- 
dressed. 

Keep up the good work, folks. 
Reading the Journal made me 
terribly homesick, but at the 
same time gave me hope. I've 
been caged since the summer of 
'90, so it was like a breath of 
fresh air. 

Take Care, 

— Rod Smith 

P.S. I can't resist adding a sug- 
gestion for Jerry Kerwin, the one 
who wrote from the Bronx to 
whine: Jerry, get out of the city. 
Find a forest, a beach; anyplace 
with a little natural wildness 
left in it. Talk to some hippie 
drug freaks. Breathe. Relax. In a 
little while you'll be ready to go 
back and confront the problems, 
rather than your allies. Good 
Luck. 

For Judi Bari 

Dear Fellow Cell Life, 

What a fun foto of Woody on 
The Cable Channel (cover of 
your Brigid issue). Unlike some, 
I've always hoped for a balance 
of a few famous in our ranks. 
Now we have our own action 
movie hero. The best part is he 
just seems to be a regular guy 
who achieved some fame and is 
willing to use it to help out. 

I'm writing today really to let 
the dear Earth First! Journal read- 
ers know that Donna Howard- 
Hastings and I are dedicating 
this Moon of Lockdown Cell 
Life to Judi Bari. Since we 
learned of her news we've been 
writing to each other and oth- 
ers and we've been holding Judi 
in our evening time prayer 
circle. I've tried to get to a sweat 
lodge but I've been moved three 
times recently and am now in 
the hole (no compromise), so 
horizons are physically limited. 

But not spiritually. Nine years 
ago some brothers in prison 
helped me with a tumor. Now 
we invite a strong, wide, and 
deep prayer circle for the gift of 
profound calm and inner 
gratitude for Judi Bari, a fighter 
with hard wounds and great 
honor. She's done what most of 


us who believe in nonviolence 
fear we may be called to do 
someday: take great bodily 
injury and keep battling 
nonviolently. Her steadfastness 
is a model that will outlive us 
all, a story of fidelity in the face 
of the most cruel and venal 
cowardly violence. 


Please join Donna and me and 
others in this widening circle. A 
bond between us all, extended 
to Judi in the serene center, is 
the kind of power no block 
walls, no concertina razor wire, 
no cancer cells of the empire, 
can imprison. Prayer and ac- 
tion can never replace each 
other but together form a more 
holistic response to our personal 
and planetary emergencies. 

— Tom Howard-Hastings 

Prisoner for nonviolence 

Grand jury correction 

Dear Earth First ! Journal 

In response to the article 
about grand juries by the Na- 
tional Activist Network. As a 
target of five federal grand ju- 
ries between 1991-95, I'm con- 
cerned with how we treat activ- 
ists fighting grand juries and 
federal indictment. NAN insinu- 
ates immunity from prosecu- 
tion is offered when one, "com- 
promises their beliefs and starts 
singing," this wasn't the case 
when Deb Stout, Kim Trimiew 
and author Rik Scarce were sub- 
poenaed to the grand jury. All 
refused to cooperate and none- 
theless were offered immunity. 
Far from compromising, these 
activists were imprisoned for six 
months each. 

NAN also criticizes activists 
who accept assistance from 
People for the Ethical Treatment 
of Animals who’ve helped many 
subpoenaed before grand juries. 
PETA also has provided prisoner 
support since I was arrested un- 
conditionally and despite let- 
ters from PETA, my lawyers and 
me, NAN insists PETA pressured 
me into accepting a plea agree- 
ment. My decision was based 
on evidence connecting me to 
Animal Liberation Front arsons 
and break-ins. NAN states there 
"was a good chance I could have 
gotten off or spent less time in 
jail" had I gone to trial. NAN 
was never privy to facts of my 
legal case, crimes or evidence in 
my case. In light of evidence 
against me and the unbalanced 
scales of justice towards indig- 
enous people, only a fool 
wouldn't entertain a plea agree- 
ment of three to four years, 
rather than facing 10-12 had I 
gone to trial. I refused NAN le- 


gal aid when their lawyer en- 
couraged me more than any- 
one to go to trial or he'd quit 
my case, which he did. 

NAN also obtained portions of 
my sentencing transcript and 
presented them out of context to 
discredit me. Using the Internet, 
NAN fostered divisions which 
allowed larger issues of prisoner 
support to be overshad- 
owed by accusations 
about my diet, my tribe's 
use of feathers and fur in 
ceremonies and state- 
ments of remorse I 
hoped would get me an 
18 month reduction for 
"acceptance of respon- 
sibility." I was refused 
based on my unwilling- 
ness to testify against 
ALF warriors. NAN ob- 
tained excerpts of my 
statements and circu- 
lated them to the ani- 
mal rights community. I 
learned of this from hate 
mail accusing me of be- 
ing a traitor and sell-out. 

It's important to recognize a 
tactic of our opposition is to 
discredit and isolate imprisoned 
activists and those targeted by 
grand juries through 
misinformation that questions 
the credibility of a movement's 
members. Federal agents and 
infiltrators aren't the only ones to 
do this, sometimes our own 
knowingly or unknowingly 
spread lies and rumors. Never have 
I answered questions from grand 
juries or federal agents, yet found 
myself the target of a smear 
campaign by NAN who circulated 
rumors that I had cooperated with 
prosecutors fora shorter sentence. 

If we're to stand against 
increased repression such as 
grand juries, we must recognize 
the diversity of the targeted who 
represent environmental, 
social, indigenous and animal 
defense. We should offer our 
unconditional support and 
trace origins of rumors or 
substantiate them as truth 
rather than tolerate smear 
campaigns against activists who 
choose prison over cooperation 
with the government. Failure 
to acknowledge wrongdoing 
only ensures it will happen 
again. The truest test of our 
movement shall come as we 
enter the era when all defenders 
of earth, animals and traditional 
indigenous sovereignty are 
again persecuted by the US 
government. Our strength as 
movements must be reflected 
in our ability to recognize 
common ground and counter 
repression with strong networks 
of prisoner and legal support as 
well as developing tolerance and 
acceptance of cultures and 
beliefs separate from our own. 
We are a family, a community 
and a resistance. Now let's 
prepare for the battles ahead. 

For Earth, 

— Rod Coronado 

Woody assholes 

Dear SFB: 

Justin Time's exposes of the Big 
Greens are sometimes A-one. 
However, Time's lip service to real 
heroes like Judi Bari, who have 
literally given their lives to saving 
the trees, and his effusive praise 
for phony opportunists like 


Woody Harrelson detract from his 
credibility and worse, cancel his 
message that power corrupts. 

Harrelson took time from 
promo-ing his dishonest por- 
trayal of sleaze-peddler Larry 
Flynt as a warm, cuddly Horatio 
Alger of porn and First Amend- 
ment martyr, to blow in and 
out of Northern California and 
successfully co-opt the entire 
Headwaters issue. 

Harrelson chose a starring role 
in a movie that whitewashes a 
misogynist publication which 
made its name and fortune por- 
traying women as barnyard mam- 
mals, disembodied genitalia, and 
pieces of meat to be snuffed, tor- 
tured or degraded. Funny, huh? 

It's obvious Harrelson needed 
to deflect criticism from his pro- 
motion of Flynt, and took full 
advantage of the mass-media 
photo ops for his Golden Gate 
performance and an appearance 
on Letterman. Just how hard is it 
for a professional actor to play 
the feisty environmentalist? Now 
there's an Oscar performance. 
And what purpose is served by 
making misogyny okay as long 
as you hug trees and smoke 
"hemp"? This is "brave"? Get 
real! This guy deserves no acco- 
lades for his acting or his PR 
coup, and a good muckraker like 
Justin Time should know better. 

As to your kiss-ass front page 
spread on Harrelson, adulation 
for celebrity, pandering to the 
corporate media, and photo-op 
media events have nothing to 
do with anything except play- 


ing footsy with the sick system 
which has brought the environ- 
mental movement to the beg- 
ging, whining, compromising, 
elitist posture it was once right- 
fully accused of in the pages of 
your publication. 

But hey, maybe if you give him 
more media blow jobs, Harrelson 
will get you a bit part in his next 
movie, "The People vs. Charles 
Hurwitz , ", where he plays a misun- 
derstood, rags to riches entrepre- 
neur, who makes -a few billion, is 
martyred by militant, fascist envi- 
ronmentalist buffoons, then goes 
to Court to defend sacred private 
property rights for all of us! And 
anyone who doesn't appreciate the 
robust humor and tragic depth of 
this ultimately decent and heroic 
character is a dour prude and a 
censor! And if things get too hot, 
maybe Harrelson can jump on the 
no-fur campaign! 


That's show biz and that's 
you, assholes! 

— Unsigned for the Unsung 

Ozzy forever 

Dear SFBs, 

Although solidarity statements 
from celebrities can be frustrat- 
ing, we need to be pragmatic. As 
Baywatch actress Alexandra Paul 
statement demonstrates (Yule 
EF!), certain people in very differ- 
ent situations in society can be 
surprisingly sympathetic to our 
* goals (I was surprised!) While I've 
long ago dropped television (figu- 
ratively and literally), folks simi- 
lar to Alexandra can influence 
their peers. As anyone who's ever 
needed a good lawyer real bad can 
- attest to, it's good to have folks 
with power on your side. 

If folk stars and millionaires 
come forth offering their time, 
money and ideas, that reflects 
the strength and influence of 
our ideas! We live in a society 
profoundly subdivided by 
"race" (skin color), economics, 
religion, and ethnicity. While I 
agree with Bay's letter when 
[s]he points out the Journal's 
focus on a star, EF! can use all 
the allies we can attract! 


P.S. Consider that John 
Lennon and Ozzy Ozborne had 
FBI files because of what could 
slip out of their mouth and into 
a microphone! 

Hi bear nation 

Dear Hi Bear Nation 
Constipation, 

To the so-called "Earth 
First" move -ment: I have 
a con-fesshun to make. For 
the passed few years I've 
been a double agent 
(maybe even a tripled or 
quadraphonic one even). 
When I wrote my book 
"Walkin' Off The Ledge" 
("How I influenza-ed Earth 
1st)" it wasn't nuthin' per- 
sonal — I just had ta cover 
my munkey wrenchin 
tracks and blame my 
klandeskine actions on 
sumbody else ta keep the 
feds off. Meanwhiles I 
descovered that I could 
bilk witless timburr 
cumpennies out of 
money — an' gullibi 11 

redneck ninnies too. So 1 
went on speakin' tours and 
made "wise use" of their fears 
an' money. But speakin too 
much gives one a swelled head, 
an' there isn't one to be found 
more swelled than mine — espe- 
cially during the ABC = 
unabomber stunt I pulled. But 
now that kinda attention is hard 
for me to get. Also the apocalips 
is cuming in a couple a years an 
my spiking arm is gettin' sore. 
So I'm going underground for 
reel. Bye Bye. 

— Bear E. Clawson 
P.S. I found the best way for me 
to do all this is to have no con- 
science — an' I don't 
P.S.S. Ya know this tattooing an' 
piercing is wussie. Me, I'm inta 
branding, like different Corporate 
logos on secret parts of my beer 
bloated bod, yeah. 

S.O.S. Help I wanna write 
anuther book (any ghost writers 
out there an' fed advisors?) 
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Substitute 


TIbitteb W m* Visions 

CceAR AS Cue GCASS ADD... 


In the classroom 

I am a substitute 


DREAMCATCHER 


Cove /mallard ID. 

to Thunder and (her dog) Bones, 

Rainbow Warriors 

Thunder Is rolling on the edge of the world 
sleeping in the cave where the dog guards 
the bone of human cycles 
older than time, he warms himself 
to thunder's kindling fire 
his old cracked ears listening to the faintest bowl 
the wildest sin gin' ancient guards-before him 
singing their dreams to the old web of Life 
fastening their songs in the dreamcatcher 

Furry faces, feathered faces 
crawling beings, tree beings 
human beings of all directions 
forming and transforming 
in the web of Life 
all the fragile silvery threads 
leading towards the center 

Carrier of bones listening to the faintest howl 
the wildest singin’ ancient guards-before him 
Guard of Life, Guard of Death 
he knows the green phosphor light of trees 
and the wise old tales they speak 
stretching out to the worlds 
standing tall and free 
when the sharp hungry mouths 
are coldly sucking their blood away 

destroying the dream 

destroying the web 

Furry faces, feathered faces 
crawling beings, tree beings 
silent in the forest, cutting clear 
where can they shelter 
where can they sleep 
prey for the gun 
prey for starvation 
where can they run 
Flowing to the river of no return... 


Jusc as Dadgcrous 



SenD Poems to: 

Warrior Poets Society 
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Old carrier of the rootbone 
bleached white in the sun 
indestructible bone of Life 
-way down in the wild woods 
-way down in the mountains 
his old cracked ears listening to the faintest howl 
the wildest singin' ancient guards-before him 
tracking his shadow-down 
to another carrier of bones-after him 
traveller of worlds in between 

He knows the sacred songs of Life 
travelling the path to the center 
he knows the threads of relations 
the cyclic balance of interconnection 

Keeping the sacred dream of Life 
Keeping the sacred web of Life 

-Fauve 


in a school 

which is a substitute 
for experience, passion 

community, wildness 

W ell, wildness and passion are still there 
in some of them 
badly translated 

into nicotine french fries 

carburetor song 

and wallpaper television 

and hardly spoken at all 
by the 

administrators & parents 
on the peripheries 

of lives 

which are quickly becoming substitutes 
for the people they might ve been 

in a time of less rage 

in a place with more bears 


—Mark London Williams 
2/20/97 



BC2 1 

"Jobs, jobs, jobs 
scream the angry mobs 
prior to election day. 

And watch every MP or MLA wannabe 
prey to the god ECONOMY- 
one mean dude, 

especially to those who can't vote: 
Eagle, deer, bear, and your children, 
yet unborn. 



But what about those jobs? 
i •« Productive? long term? meaningful? 

Hell no, but we don't care. 

Just give us two months doing construction 
this summer, then lay us off, 
or, as the experts might say, 

-sacrifice; to the god ECONOMY. 

Hey, at least the roads are in better shape, 
for family-packed RV's going "camping" by a lake. 
(For those who have jobs at any rate) 

How are we going to eliminate the car culture 
(the planet's at stake, you know) 

if these election promises keep getting in our way? 

Paving and repaving 

while mass transit is still 

sadly inadequate. 

But at least we have jobs. 

(This summer) 


-Mark stoddart 



Dear Ned 
Ludd 



Ned Ludd is an open forum for the discussion of 
monkeywrenching and other tactics useful to the 
struggle against the modern industrial juggernaut. 


Fence Mending lOl 





"Tied her with fences... 

And dragged her down..." 

That's Mother Earth that Jim Morrison's talking 
about. Of all the infernal devices ranchers use to 
strangle the land, fences are the most visibly lethal. 
Any country dweller has probably seen at least one 
deer corpse hanging from these death traps. Every 
year, countless birds are also snared by fences. 

In the West, many deer and antelope herds are 
depleted by "sport hunters." We can't do much 
about boneheaded game agencies selling licenses 
like there's no tomorrow, but we 
can reduce deaths caused by fences. 

It took the grizzly demise of two 
neighborhood fawns to get me off 
my duff. Both were caught on old 
fences serving no purpose since 
the area was subdivided; one vic- 
tim was savaged by dogs. Outraged, 

I surveyed deer traffic patterns and 
got to work. 

Halfway through my task of 
righting old wrongs, lessons 
emerged. Uppermost is the fact 
that a loose fence is deadlier than a tight one. 
Western range fences usually feature a strand of 
barbed wire on top. Below this first strand, there can 
be more barbed wire, a second strand of barbed wire 
with field fencing beneath or just field fencing. Slob 
fence builders wrap wire around trees, and unless a 
good Samaritan (that's you) comes along, the trees 
slowly choke to death. 

Whatever fiendish construction you're dealing 
with, its degree of peril to animals depends on its 
tautness and height. Deer often strike fences with 
their hooves on the way over. The tighter the wire, 
the less chance an animal will catch a hoof between 
two wires. If you're too lazy to fix a fence proper, 
don't touch it! 

The first order of fence mending is tools. Being a 
member of the "fair" sex and not wonderfully adept 
with my hands, I started out with 6-inch line pliers. 
These feature square ends, and they cut through 
narrow gauge (baling) wire. 

As soon as my wire-wrestling muscles harden, I'll 
graduate to 8-inch line pliers. Better-coordinated 
fence menders may prefer diagonal head pliers for 
more precise wire grasping. [Ed. note — We recom- 
mend using fence pliers; they are made for the job and 
can pull wire from trees/posts.] Bolt cutters are the 
solution to long-forgotten gate padlocks. 

Next, decide where your improvement will do the 
most good. I follow deer tracks and concentrate on 
the barriers to established paths. I watch for fences 
lined with many tracks, some made by does looking 
for spots to get their fawns over. On roads, I'm 
careful not to create crossings near blind curves. 

The conscientious fence mender doesn't attack 
just any old fence. Some, like the high ones along 
freeways, help guide animals to underpasses and 
must be left alone (till doomsday renders them 
obsolete). Think about where you want deer or 
antelope traffic to go; i.e. don't steer them near 
houses with loose dogs. 

Even if your handiwork only lasts a season, it's 
worth the trouble in places frequented by hoofed 
creatures, especially on roads. Many a time I've seen 
the larger members of a herd jump high fences, 
while the little ones frantically butt their heads 
against them. Fixing roadside fences makes it harder 
for poachers to corner their quarry. Consider the 
season; time your mending with herd migrations. 

It'd be nice to make bad fences disappear, but 
practicality limits most of us to modifications. Al- 


ways consider how much "repair" you can get away 
with. Repairs on abandoned fences near ranchettes 
tend to stay that way, whereas those on active ranches 
will be periodically checked. In the interest of re- 
maining low-key, I seldom cut large holes in fences. 

It is most important to reduce a fence's height so 
fawns can negotiate it. Field fencing topped with a 
single strand of barbed wire is the easiest to lower. 
Fencing in my neighborhood is either tied to juni- 
per posts with baling wire, or fixed to steel posts 
with short, thick wire. With tied barbed wire, I 
unwind the tie wire and use it to 
fasten the barbed wire to the lower 
field fencing, repeating the process 
on two or three fence posts to create 
a sizable safety zone. 

Field fencing topped by two 
strands of barbed wire is the most 
diabolical. The strands are often 
close together and hanging slack — 
a recipe for disaster. I loosen both 
strands and tie them to the field 
fencing, leaving no gaps. 

In areas where a fence probably 
won't be reinstated, I also loosen the field fencing 
and bend it over until the fence is only two or three 
feet tall. It's vital that you don't bend a fence so it 
sticks out horizontally. Deer are used to clearing 
two-dimensional barriers and are likely to get hung 
up on a fence that's bent out instead of down. 

Use the wire you've unwound to tie bent fencing 
to itself or to a post whenever possible. If you've got 
only rusting wire to work with, wind it many times. 


Small rolls of narrow gauge wire are handy to ensure 
permanent repairs. If you're cutting all the way 
through a fence, tie the sharp ends to one side. 

In the case of fences likely to be revamped come 
spring, I strive for less obvious corrections. A suspi- 
cious rancher is a vigilant rancher. The most inno- 
cent-looking mend involves loosening the top wire(s) 
on enough consecutive fence posts so it hangs 
below the field fencing without having to tie it. 

All barbed-wire fences are easier, if you don't count 
shredded gloves. Simply undo the top one or two 
wires from several posts and wrap them around the 
next strand down until they're safely stuck together. 
This often seems to happen without anyone's help. 
Fences can be hotbeds of disease, so consider how 
long it's been since your last tetanus shot. 

When it comes to fences and gates holding live- 
stock, decide whether you really want those beasties 
escaping. In many cases, fences keep critters out of 
places where no nature lover wants them. The 
rancher may be overjoyed to have stock feast on 
pristine lands. A rancher won't mind the mess made 
by rounding up the renegades, but you will. Some 
might think it fun to liberate prize stock or feedlot 
inmates for the hell of it, but remember, saving 
wildlife is the key to our salvation. 

The responsible fence mender doesn't forget a 
fence once it's worked on. Check tracks after storms 
to see if more adjustments are needed and if your 
wires are coming loose. If you must fix a fence in an 
area neither you nor anyone else will check on, aim 
for repairs that will last as long as the fence. An' 
animal's life may depend on it. Happy mending! 


JIM P if drains We-re- CVHa*v&c/ 
Only Outlaw's Wovld H'av'e- drains 

* i.1 J Ti/. j 1_ _ 


Music Reviewed by Casey Neill 

Jim Page has never been shy about musically open- 
ing a can of worms. It's what he does best, whether 
kicking down the truth about current events or open- 
ing a deeper place inside himself and the listener. For 
years Jim has been performing in the US and Europe, 
from large theaters to support tours for AIM to the 
street at Pike Place Market. This winter sees the release 
of his ninth, and best ever, full-length album "Who's 
World Is This?" Revolutionary consciousness is cen- 
tral to Jim's witty and biting songs. He has been 
involved in a number of roadshows — one for Headwa- 
ters, the recent benefit tour for Judi Bari and a legend- 
ary night of music at the Austin Activist Conference. 
Although most of these tunes are not directly 
"environmental," they all conjure environments that 
holistically link the exploitation of the Earth to the 
socio-political and the personal. Deep ecology this 
ain't, but any radical with a head on their shoulders 
will love this record. Jim Page is a master of the craft of 
song writing, a wicked guitar player and the most 
relevant topical musician of his day. 

This CD begins with the title track: What kind of 
world will our children receive/ after all is said and done/ 
What kind of creed have we come to believe that they 
may never receive one?/ Who's world is this? 

A haunting blend of dunbek and uillean pipes 
punctuate the bridge of this anthem for our time. 
Jim has tastily arranged the instrumentation on all 
the tunes, along with Orville Johnson in the 
producer's chair. Mandolins, harmonica, fiddle, elec- 
tric guitar, fretless bass, button accordion, dobro, 
banjo, pedal steel and various percussion all fill out 


the tunes. It's never too much, with each combina- 
tion serving the individual mood of the song and 
letting the lyrics shine. 

"Take Our Culture Back" is a playful cheer for 
culture jamming, pirate radio and subversion. "Righ- 
teous" is another bouncy one that addresses society's 
misguided condemnation of the healing herb. "Only 
Talkin' on the Radio" and the ghost track "The 
Billion Dollar Jaw" both attack the barrage of "revo- 
lutionary conservatism" on the airwaves, linking the 
spewage of hatred to the Oklahoma City tragedy. 

"Puritan Seeds" also frames such destructive 
mindsets historically. "Tina" is a track co-written 
with John Trudell and is a gorgeous tribute to John's 
late wife. For those familiar with her story, this 
incredible song is intensely emotive. "Who's World 
Is This?" also includes tracks that address more 
personal aspects of our lives such as family ("The 
Shiny Bright Silver Dollar"), longing ("Missing You 
More"), death ("Beautiful Tear") and alienation 
("Stranger in Me"). 

The Journal is also carrying Jim's 1993 release 
"More Than Anything Else in the World." This 
album is served raw with just Jim and his guitar. 
"Valdez" is a ripin' attack on eco-despoilers, "Gas- 
works Park" is an urban environmental love song 
and "If You Love the Water" is a beautiful tribute to 
Mother Nature and healing. Other songs address 
the LA riots, slam Clinton and defend Sinead 
O'Connor's condemnation of the pope. 

Both of these records are vital and musically 
amazing. After listening to them you'll be wanting 
to check out one of his shows. Then maybe you'll 
find yourself opening your own can of worms. 
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ROAD RAGING: Desert Gathering to Save Ward Valley 

Top Tips poK Wneckmg Roadbuildmg April 25-27 


This book shares experiences of nonviolent, direct action against roadbuilding 
in Britain, from Twyford Down in 1992 to Newbury in 1996. This is not a coffee 
table history book, but a practical, illustrated guide for action. It covers a wide 
range of subjects including building a campaign from scratch, action tactics, 
publicity, camps, bureaucrat baiting, evictions and much more! 

The book is a total rewrite of The Complete Anti-Road Protester which was 
produced in 1994. We hope that the ideas in Road Raging are applicable to other 
protest issues and of particular interest to readers outside Britain. 

For a copy, write to Road Alert! at POB 5544, Newbury, Berkshire, RG14 5FB, UK. 

We'll send a free copy to any bona-fide group outside the UK who can't afford 
to pay, but we need and hope for donations. 

Vallecitos Refuge Scholarship Program 

Fellowships for activists to take time off, 
go to the woods, and live at a wilderness ranch 

The Refuge Fellowship Program was To qualify you must have at least ten 

established to honor outstanding ca- years experience as an activist and a 
reer activists and organizers working in demonstrated capacity for leadership, 
the public interest. Environmental and This is a full scholarship and pays 
social activists are awarded fellowships all the costs of your two week resi- 
to live for two weeks at the Vallecitos dency. People of color are strongly 
Mountain Refuge, a magnificent wil- encouraged to apply, 
demess ranch located high in the Rocky To apply, please write for a short 

Mountains near Taos, New Mexico, application form. The deadline for 
The Refuge Program has no agenda, application is April 15, 1997. 
schedule or course of study. It is a time Vallecitos Mountain Refuge, POB 
for going to the woods, taking refuge in 1507, Taos, New Mexico 87571; (505) 
the Earth, and living deliberately. 751-0351, fax 751-1775. 

Wild Rockies EF! 1997 EF! Round 
Rendezvous River Rendezvous 


Come celebrate Earth Day and help defend a beautiful corner of California's 
East Mojave Desert. The nuclear power industry, with the support of California's 
Governor Pete Wilson, plans to put a nuclear waste dump at Ward Valley. The 
dump would bury long-lived and dangerous radioactive wastes from nuclear 
power reactors in shallow, unlined trenches above an aquifer 18 miles from the 
Colorado River, which is critical habitat for the threatened desert tortoise. Ward 
Valley is surrounded by wilderness areas including the Bigelow Cholla Cactus 
Garden covering hundreds of acres of volcanic foothills and the Old Woman 
Mountains, where petroglyphs can be found near ancient dwellings. 

Ward Valley has long been considered sacred territory by the Fort Mojave, 
Chemehuevi, Cocopah, Quechan and Colorado River Indian tribes. A diverse 
coalition of activists from Native American tribes and environmental and social 
justice groups have been fighting this project for ten years. 

In the next few months, Congress will likely try to pass legislation to force 
the dump on California, exempt the project from all existing environmental 
laws, and preclude the public's right to challenge the dump in the courts. We 
must press our representatives to protect the Colorado River, endangered 
species and indigenous rights. 

The gathering will include strategy meetings, informational workshops, 
nonviolence trainings,- music, ecology walks and tours of the proposed dump 
site. The lower Colorado River Indian Tribes and other groups will present 
cultural events such as traditional song and dance, storytelling and a Spirit Run 
through Ward Valley. All are welcome. 

Come camp in Ward Valley on the edge of a wilderness area, where we arranged 
for people to meet in large tents and sleep under the stars. Organizers will provide 
food, water and sanitation. Bring a tent or camper, utensils and camping gear; 
other accommodations or supplies are in Needles, 20 miles to the east. 

For more information contact the Bay Area Nuclear (BAN) Waste Coalition at 
2760 Golden Gate, SF, CA 94118; (415) 752-8678 or (415) 868-2146. You can 
also contact Greenpeace at (415) 512-9025, SAVE WARD VALLEY at (619) 326- 
6267, or the Fort Mojave Indian tribe at (619) 326-4591. 

Siskiyou Ecology Conference 

May 30- June 1 


The Belt Building , Kirby, Oregon 


May 8-11 

Boise National Forest 

Come network, strategize and enjoy 
the splendor of an area where wolves 
still run free in the threatened 
Deadwood Roadless Area. For more 
information contact the Salmon River 
Coalition at (208) 345-8077. 


The 1997 EF! Round River Rendez- 
vous will take place June 27-July 6 in 
the Nicolet National Forest of north- 
east Wisconsin. The RRR is taking place 
amidst a ongoing struggle to stop the 
mining industry from turning the 
North Woods into an industrialized 
nightmare. To find out how you can 
help spread the word, arrange rides, set 
up camp, contact the RRRendezvous 


This is the first conference on the 
ecology of the Siskiyou and Klamath 
Mountains. Presentations will cover a 
broad spectrum of topics, including past 
and current research on regional flora 
and fauna, the botanical significance of 
the area, unique geological features and 
historical changes influencing the in- 


Keynote speeches will discuss the 
natural history of serpentine vegeta- 
tion in the Siskiyous and the history of 
botanical exploration in the Siskiyous. 

For registration information, con- 
tact Jennifer Beigel or Erik Jules at the 
Siskiyou Regional Education Project, 
POB 220, Cave Junction, OR 97523; 



Committee at 731 State St., Madison, tegrity of the region. There will also be (541) 592-4459; e-mail: ejules@ 
WI 53711; (608) 250-8378. (More de- educational workshops and field trips umich.edu; http://darkwing.uoregon. 
tails will appear in the next EF! foumal.) to areas of ecological interest. edu/~bartj/siskiyous. 


LIVE WITH FRIENDS 
AS NEIGHBORS 

IN A RURAL CO-HOUSING COMMUNITY 

• 124 Acres near Moab with creek, springs 

• Private and common land ownership 

• Environmental and Social sustainability 

• Consensus Decisions 

-Seeking Members - Send SASE Box 
1171 Moab, Utah 84532 


HUMANURE 


H andbook a guide to composting human manure 

n lx Lt O V/ v iv. p, g(l| perfectbound. Indexed, lllue. 

"An ecoJuddtte, anarchists potty training manual" (Earth First! Journal) 

"Finally we have a comprehensive book on recycling human excrement without 
chemicals, high technology, or pollution. Well written, practical, and thoroughly 

researched. . . “ (Whole Earth Review) 

"This book answers every question anyone could have about 
managing a compost toilet and compost pile. ” (waterworks) 

Jenkins provides a convincing case that human waste can and 
should be a safe composting material." (Mott™ Earth News) 

". . . almost certain to become a classic in its field. This 
book Should be required reading . . .” (Countryside Journal) 

. .outrageous humor and brilliant, diligent research. This Is 
one book that could save the world!” (Pemracultura Drylands Journal) 

$23.00 postpaid JENKINS PUBLISHING 
PO BOX 607, GROVE CITY, PA 16127 
800-689-3233 (2copies = $38 ppd) 


av* th* *nvironm*nt 


3ft I t’s just not the same without E, the independent, 

| award-winning environmental magazine, .written for BH 
people just like YOU who have concerns about the planet SKSK88S 

and want to know what you can do to help bring about Jh 

improvements. , 

Every issue of E is jam-packed with solid, up-to-date 
news and feature stories on key environmental issues and 
trends — PLUS loads of resources and lifestyle tips to 

help you on your way to being part of the solution. y®H — 

Whether you want to simply learn to live more lightly on the Earth — or join in the 
battles to protect rainforests, fight dangerous pesticides or save wildlife — E will 
inform and inspins you six times per year with information not found anywhere else. 

TO GET A FULLQJQ( ) FOR JUST 


SIGN UP TODAY 


□ I want to SAVE THE ENVIRONMENT. Send me a year of E for $20.00 □ Payment enclosed 

□ I want to SAVE MONEY TOO. Send me 2 years for $36.00. □ Please bill me 


Address 


Mail to: E Magazine, R0. Box 5093, Westport, CT 0633 1 


( Canada and Mexico, 
add $5/year; overseas 
add $1 0/year) 

E is a not-for-profit 
publication 

AH97EF 


FAST ACTION 


CREDIT CARD ORDERS, 


1 - 800 - 967-6572 
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No More Roads in our National Forests! 


MAY 29 

On May 29, activists all over the country will participate in protests aimed at 
the USFS, calling for No More Roads in our National Forests! 

The USFS has already constructed over 386,000 miles of roads in our National 
Forests. This is the equivalent of about 14 times the circumference of the earth, 
or about one and one-half trips to the moon. This is also over eight times the 
length of the Interstate Highway System. This makes the USFS the biggest 
(socialized) road building organization in the world. 

We need wholesale, radical change in the way our National Forests are managed, 
and we need it now. Take a break from putting out brush fires, and on May 29 go 
to the USFS office nearest you. Tell them how you feel. The USFS has been able to 
fool too many people for too long, and we can't rest until every East coast yuppie 
and Oregon sixth-grader knows that Smokey has been a very bad bear. 

For more information on the No More Roads day of action, look for a follow- 
up announcement in the next issue of the Journal. 

WaTERMELUN Mm TttMATtt Tmm 

This guy never stops touring. Singer/songwriter ROBERT HOYT is slowly 
working his way to the East after beginning this tour in the Southwest. Robert has 
added Boston-based folksinger DAVID ROVTCS on bass guitar to this tour. 
Rovics' witty antics and vast knowledge of labor history will add a new flavor to 
Robert's already great show. They are calling it the Watermelon and Tomato tour 
because Robert is an enviro (green on the ouside, red in the middle?), and David 
is a commie (red through and through). 

There are a few holes in this schedule, which he'd love to fill by playing in your 
town. Please call Robert's voicemail at (404) 373-8289 to set up a date. 

Once again, this movement is more than banners and lobbying — it's about 
sustaining a healthier culture. PLEASE SUPPORT MOVEMENT MUSICIANS. 

Here are his tour dates (* means tentative): 


APRIL 

4 

Indianapolis, IN 

Butler University @ 7 p.m. 

5 

Bloomington, IN 

Wild Beat @ 6 p.m. 

10 

Chestertown, MD 

Andy's Coffeehouse @ 9:30 p.m. 

11 

Shepherdstown, WV 

Shepherds College 

17* 

Raritan, NJ 

Raritan Valley Community College @ noon 

22 

Cincinnati, OH 

Univ. Cincinnati @ noon 

24 

Hamilton, NY 

Colgate University @ 7 p.m. 

26 

Middlebury, VT 

Middlebury College 

29 

Burlington, VT 

University Vermont 

MAY 

1 

Boston, MA 

Passim 

3 

Rutland, VT 

Wildwood Music Coop 

4 

North Hampton, MA 

Fire & Water 

8* 

Philadelphia, PA 

The A Space 

10 

Mt. Rainier, MD (DC) 

Joe's Movement Emporium 

15 

Asheville, NC 

TBA 

16 

Decatur, GA 

Freightroom @ 9 p.m. (w/Joanne Rand) 


Action Against Genetically Altered Food 

April 21-26 

The Foundation on Economic Trends, the Pure Food Campaign and activists 
from around the world invite you to participate in global days of action against 
genetically engineered foods and crops. During the week of April 21-26, consumer, 
farm and public interest organizations from over 40 nations will be holding 
simultaneous protests, press conferences and "grain dumps" in front of supermar- 
kets, corporate headquarters and government offices. The plan is to strengthen the 
growing global boycott against the forced commercialization of unlabeled, un- 
tested, gene-altered com and soybeans (Monsanto's "Roundup Ready" Soybeans, 
Ciba-Geigy's "Maximizer" Bt Com) and other biotech foods and crops. 

The April global days of action will be the first coordinated international 
actions against agricultural biotechnology and genetically engineered foods, 
and the event is shaping up to be one of the first serious challenges mounted 
against the New World Order of GATT and the World Trade Organization. 

To organize a protest, press conference or "grain or gene-food dump," select 
a suitable time and location and line up a range of speakers. These events should 
be held in front of grocery stores, corporate headquarters (Monsanto, Cargill, 
Archer Daniels Midland, Ciba-Geigy/Novartis, etc.), or government offices 
(regulatory agencies, the US Embassy, etc.). Speakers should be followed by a 
dramatic "finale" by dumping large sacks of corn and soybeans or sample 
tainted or "suspect" consumer food products containing gene-food soy or corn, 
into a barrel (plastered with boycott posters, signs, banners leaflets, etc.), or 
onto the streets or sidewalks. 

Let us accelerate a "peoples grassroots globalization" on April 21-26, which 
will coincide with Earth Day activities in the US as well as the "Five Years After 
the Rio Summit" reevaluation by the United Nations. If you want to organize 
a joint action/press conference in your country or local area, please contact the 
USA Pure Food Campaign office at (218) 226-4164 or (218) 226-4155; fax (218) 
226-4157, e-mail alliance@mr.net; http://www.geocities.com/athens/1527. 


Protest 100 Years of Public-Land Logging 

JUNE4 

Why:BecauseAmericantaxpayersspent When: June 4, 1997. This the 100th 
$ 1 billion last year to get 4% of its timber anniversary of the signing of the first 
supply from OUR public land. We sold "loggingrider" that opened the public's 
it for $3 billion below market value, federal forests to commercial logging, 
providing a total subsidy of nearly $4.4 Where: Everywhere... organize a coor- 
billion for the wholesale destruction of dinated action near you! 
our natural heritage. There is no reason Who: You! 

to continue logging on our public lands! We need your input and ideas and 

-Restricting exports, minimizing waste, we need them now! 
and developing alternative fibers for For information, literature, educa- 
paper can make _ tional videos, planning and media sup- 

up the differ- V/ port, contact Protect Our Public Lands, 

ence many POB 25431, Eugene, OR 97402; (541) 

times over, tt IT*}' 461-TREE (8733); zerocut2@aol.com. 

NE Regional Rendezvous— May 2-5 

New Hampshire and Maine EF! invite you to our 2nd annual spring melt 
campfire on May Day weekend in the White Mountain National Forest. Come 
visit your elder cousins, white pine, hemlock and yellow birch, and strategize 
on stopping their imminent destruction. Yes!, eastern old-growth forests! 

More fun! Big rally and solar CD, April 26 at Seabrook, NH. Celebrate and 
remember the resistance on the 20th anniversary of the mass occupation of 
Seabrook nuke site (1,414 arrested). 

For details and maps to the NE Rendezvous, contact ME EF! at POB 183, 
Harmony, ME 04942. For information about the anti-nuke rally or the NE 
Rendezvous, contact NH EF!, POB 4101, Portsmouth, NH 03802; (603) 942-5863. 

NWRendezvous— May 23-26 

On Memorial Day weekend, the Blue Mountains of northeastern Oregon will 
host this year's Northwest Rendezvous. The rendezvous will begin on Friday, 
May 23, and conclude on Monday, Memorial Day. As is customary, an action 
is likely to take place on Tuesday, so mark your calendars for five days of forest 
fun. Join us in the beautiful Blue Mountains for a long weekend of meetings, 
music and movement merriment. 

In the aftermath of the infamous Salvage Rider, the forests of eastern Oregon 
remain the target of "forest health" fanatics. With large tracts of Ponderosa pine 
and Douglas fir, eastern Oregon forests contain invaluable habitat for numerous 
threatened and endangered species. (For more information on the threats to eastern 
Oregon forests see "Eastern Oregon Forest Alert" in the November-December, 1 996, EF!J.) 

For more information on the NWRendezvous look for a follow-up announce- 
ment in the next issue of the Journal. To sign up to give a workshop or 
performance, call (5 41) 741-9191. 

National Conference on 
Habitat Conservation Plans 

May 17-18 

Georgetown University Law Center, Washington, DC 

The Clinton administration is rapidly negotiating hundreds of Habitat Conser- 
vation Plans (HCPs) with landowners across the country to resolve endangered 
species conflicts. The National Wildlife Federation (NWF) has invited on-the- 
ground experts on HCP implementation from environmental groups, govern- 
ment, and regulated interests to the National HCP Conference to offer views on 
what works and what needs to be fixed. NWF has also invited nationally- 
respected academic experts to share the results of their research along with their 
own HCP experiences. The conference is open to all interested individuals, 
including environmentalists, landowners, policy makers and concerned citizens. 
Information-sharing, and debate will be strongly encouraged. 

The registration fee for the conference is $79 and includes meals. A $45 rate 
is available for students. Registration forms must be received by May 9. To 
register, contact the National HCP Conference, NWF, 8925 Leesburg Pike, 
Vienna, VA 22184; e-mail: hunter@nwf.org. Gr, if you are able to receive faxes, 
use our fax-on-demand system by dialing (202) 797-6644 and requesting 
document number 111. For registration or hotel information, call Jeffrey 
Hunter at (703) 790-4093; for information about the program or HCP issues, call 
Bill Howard at (202) 797-5485. 

The NWF is making available a limited amount of funds to reimburse travel 
costs for those who demonstrate need. Call (703) 790-4093 or e-mail 
action@nwf.org with "HCP Conference Travel Stipend" in the subject line. If 
funds are still available after March, they will be awarded based on a first-come- 
first-serve basis for those who qualify. 
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Lots of NEW ECO-MUSIC 
Now hi stock! 


Jim Page 


NEW! 


All music and merchandise prices include shipping 

Keep It Wild! NEW! Timothy Hull NEW! 


14 songs from seven of our favorite 
EF! musicians: Darryl Cherney, Alice 
Di Micele, Robert Hoyt, Dana Lyons, 
Casey Neill, Peg Millett and Joanne 
Rand. Mixed by Robert Hoyt, 
designed by EFlers, and packaged in 
recycled pulp with vegetable ink. 
"Keep It Wild!" TV God; The Beaver 
Song; Flaming Arrows; Live Like a 
Prayer; Remember Me; Earth First!; 
Bottom of the Land, Phil 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 



Austin Lounge Lizards 

Marvelous country-bluegrass satire. 
Lizard wit must be heard to be fully 
appreciated and laughed at. 

"Lizard Vision" LIVE! Brain Dam- 
age, Jesus Loves Me (But He Can't 
Stand You) TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Paint Me on Velvet" Grandpa's 
Hologram, Lusters' Motel, Paint Me on 
Velvet TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Highway Cafe of the Damned" 
Industrial Strength Tranquilizer, Acid 
Rain, Dallas/T exas, When Drunks Go Bad 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Creatures From the Black Saloon" 
Saguaro, Anahuac, Hot Tubs of Tears, Old 
& Fat & Drunk TAPE— $ 12 • CD— $ 1 7 

Darryl Cherney 

No one can create a campaign song as 
fast as Darryl. He's a campfire favorite. 
"Timber" Arizona Power Lines, Earth 
Night Action, Which Side Are You On?, 
Who Bombed Judi Bari ? TAPE — $12 
"They Sure Don't Make Hippies 
Like They Used To!" Free the Dead, 
Spike a Tree For Jesus, We're All Dead 
Ducks, Xerox the Money TAPE — $12 
"I Had to Be Bom This Century" 
Earth First!, Mosquito Party, It's CAMP, 
Ballad of the BLM TAPE— $ 1 2 

Alice Di Micele 

Alice is arguably the Northwest's most 
talented singer/songwriter. Her voice 
and lyrics cut straight to your heart. 
"Naked" Trouble in Mind, Make it Last, 
The TV Song, Out of Control, Pretty Blue 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Searching" Defend the Earth, 

Land of Broken Promises, Lift Us Up 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Too Controversial" American Dream, 
I Won't Say Good-bye, Everybody Needs 
to be Free TAPE— $ 1 2 • CD— $ 1 7 
"It's a Miracle" All or Nothing, Not 
for Sale, The God in You, First Snow, 

The Beaver Song TAPE — $12 
"Make a Change" Let it Rain,. Wise 
Old Woman, Leonard Peltier, Dis- 
mantle, In a Gentle Way TAPE — $12 
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An uplifting travelog of environ- 
mental activism, Timothy's music 
invokes the spirit of the wild. 
"Brightness on Brightness" 
Brightest Angel, Twilight Songs, Tough 
Reckoning, No Destinations CD — $17 


A witty and talented songwriter, 

Jim is sure to open your mind and 
your heart. 

"More Than Anything Else In The 
World" A Sign of the Times, Valdez, 
Gays in the Military, Sinead, Bishop on 
the Run, Wages of History CD — $17 
"Whose World is This" Take Our 
Culture Back, Righteous, Beautiful 
Tear, Right to be Wrong, Only Talkin' 
on the Radio, Tina CD — $17 


jTchkung! 

Didjeridu, samples, electronic noise, 
shouts, body alterations, sequencing, 
toms, timbale, hubcap, washing ma- 
chine tub, graphics, 12-gauge pump, 
big drums, flute, shanai, grinder, , 
scrap metal, video, rants, 
bullshit, snare, doumbec(s), 40- ^ 

gal. drums, nagara, lighting, "JA 
violin, voice, o-daiko, mov- 
ing image, harmonies, bass, 
sonic textures, electronics and 
batterie. That's all. 

"Post World Handbook" 
Dijamy, Crashing the System, Feral, 
Solidarity, Chao-wera, Circus Loopis, 
Feral, Truckstop, Clearcut, Hall of the 
Khan, Bou Jeloud CD — only $15 


EXIT-13 

Green, psychedelic music that 
advocates monkey-wrenching, 
vegetarianism and hemp. 

"Don't Spare the Green Love" 

Spare the Wrench Surrender the Earth, My 
Mind's Mine, Gaia; Impaled CD — $12 
"Ethos Music" Earth First!, Only 
Protest Gives a Hope of Life, Reevaluate 
Life!, Disemboweling Party CD — $12. 

Robert Hoyt 

Robert has impressed numerous 
audiences with his virtuoso guitar 
playing and homegrown lyrics. 
"Dumpster Diving Across America" 
Gasoline and Coffee, Trees, Quittin' 
Time, Hemlock Grove, Why Should I 
Care TAPE— $ 12 • CD— $ 1 7 
"As American As You" 

Apple Pie, Red Mud, Good Americans, 

It's One of Ours, Enough, Shovelin'Mud 
NOW ON CD! TAPE — $12 • CD— $17 

Greg Keeler 

Goofy, intelligent, country-western 
parody, Keeler's songs poke fun at 
everything worth poking fun at. 
"Enquiring Minds" An Excuse to Go 
Drinkin', House Husband Blues, Forest 
Circus, Planet of Morons TAPE — $9 
"Post-Modern Blues" Lament of the 
Laundromat; P-U-B-L-I-C L-A-N-D-S; 
Swiss Army Beatitudes TAPE — $9 
"Bad Science Fiction" 

Cow College Calypso, Nuclear Waste Blues, 
If Bears Could Whistle, Nuclear Dioxin 
Queen, Duct Tape Psalm TAPE — $9 
"Talking Sweet Bye & Bye" There'll 
Come a Revolution, Facilitators from the 
Sky, Ski Yellowstone, Death Valley Days, 
Idaho, Little Bitty Bugs TAPE — $9 
"Songs of Fishing, Sheep and 
Guns in Montana" Drinkin' My 
Blues Away, Fossil Fuel Cowboy, Last 
Great American Cookout TAPE — $9 


NEW! If a Tree Falls NEW! 


IS 


¥ 



Dana Lyons 

Dana's soulful voice and strong 
guitar convey a powerful, often 
humorous, message about the state 
of our world. 

#1 Smash Hit! "Cows with Guns" 

Song for Rod Coronado, Prayer for This 
Land, Native Forest Song, Geronimo 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Turn of the Wrench" Dancing in 
the Dirt, Cry of the Forest, TV God, 
Turn of the Wrench, I Saw Blood 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Animal" R V, I Am an Animal, 
Building One in My City, I Saw His 
Body, Timebomb, The Tree TAPE — $12 
"At Night they Howl at the Moon — 
Environmental Songs for Kids" 

(with John Seed) Willy the Wombat, The 
Tree, We Don't Want to Live in the Zoo 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

Peg Millett 

Longtime EF! activist and convicted 
monkey-wrencher, Peg has one of the 
most beautiful voices you'll ever hear. 
"Clear Horizon" Living Planet, 
Testimony, Walk this Trail, Live Like a 
Prayer TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Gentle Warrior" Forever Wild, High 
Plateau, There is Power, What's Left of 
the West, Wild Things TAPE — $12 

Ned Mudd 

and his Rustic Band 

Ned's music is neither technically nor 
politically correct. Many of the songs 
were recorded in a burned-out ware- 
house; but, hey, they sound great! 
"Fine Time in America" 

Suburbia Blues, Gone are the Days, 
Nation of Sheep, Vacation from the 
Rest of the World TAPE — only $8 

Casey Neill 

With inspiring, earthy lyrics and 
euro-folk guitar, Casey is an EF! 
favorite (and an awesome dude). 
"Pawprints" All My Relations, Naked 
Underneath Your Clothes, Resistance!, 
The Power, G.O.P. TAPE— $12 
"riffraff" Dancing on the Ruins (of 
Multinational Corporations), Flaming 
Arrows, Disorder, The Codfisher 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 



John Trudell, Zero, Robert Hoyt, 
Joanne Rand, Bruce Cockburn, Hank 
Williams, Jr., Buffy Sainte-Marie, 

Dan Fogelberg, Jello Biafra & Mojo 
Nixon, The Tinklers, Darryl 
Cherney, Alice Di 
Micele, The Wyrd 
Sisters, Ferron, and 
Rumors of the Big 
Wave! Nuff said. 

"If a Tree Falls" 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 


Bill Oliver 

The bard of Texas sings his witty, 
rollicking songs in campfire fashion. 
"Texas Oasis" Have to Have a Habi- 
tat, Pretty Paper/Pretty Trees, Shopping 
Maul, Village Creek TAPE — $9 

Only One Earth 

The original eco-music sampler is 
back by popular demand! Original 
songs by Lonnquist, Oliver, Ostrow, 
Small, Cranston, Di Micele, Johnson, 
Rand, Mudd, Waldeck, Clifford, 
Keeler, Lyons, Stoltz and Grace. 
"Voices of the New Ecology" Manly 
Men, Subsidized Stumps, We Want the 
Whole Thing Back, Living on Borrowed 
Time, Warrior of the Earth TAPE — $12 

Joanne Rand 

Joanne's strong and versatile voice 
climbs and dances through her 
powerful songs. 

"Choosing Sides" Koyaanisqatsi, 
Gotta Give All You Have, Privileged 
Class, Our Children's Children, I Love It 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Home" I'll Be Washed Away, Home, 
Blood Red, Radiation on My Wind- 
shield, Eyes Like Salmon TAPE — $12 
"The Monkey Puzzle" (with the 
Little Big Band) Earth My Body, Wolf 
at the Door, South End Story, Song for 
No One TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

Walkin ' Jim Stoltz 

Walkin' Jim's deep, powerful voice 
and wilderness-inspired lyrics will 
send shivers up your spine and 
launch a howl in your heart. 

"The Vision" Wild Wind, Thinking 
Like a Mountain, The Food Chain 
Song, Way Out West TAPE — $9 
"A Kid for the Wild" Manfred the 
Mopey Moose, Ain't Easy Bein' an 01' 
Grizzly Bear, If I Were a Tree, Wild 
Things Need Wild Places TAPE — $9 
"Forever Wild" / Walk with the Old 
Ones, Green and Growing, Wolf Song, 
Just a Part of the Sky TAPE — $9 
"Spirit Is Still On The Run" 

All Along the Great Divide, Lone Lion 
Runs, Yellowstone Tales, Lone Coyote 
Ways, The Writing on the Rock TAPE — $9 

Tree Throb and thrash to the 
passion of TREE. Their hard-core 
version of 
reality is sure to 
warp yours! 

"Earth First! 

Profits Last!" 

Freedom Rock, 

Squatters Rights, 

Negative Hippie, 

Question Abuse, 

Don't Chop Me 
Down 

TAPE — only $7 


TREE- 








Earth First! Trinkets and Snake Oil 


JEWELRY 


Inch-long, highly detailed silver monkeywrenches 
made by a movement artist who melts down 
silverware she liberates from the CEOs of multi- 
national corporations. Very stylish. 

• Dangle earring— $12 each 

• Post earring — $10 each 

• Lapel pin/tie tack — $10 

• Pendant on silver chain — $15 


T-SHIRTS 


(All t-shirts are 100% cotton and available in medium, 
large and extra large. For XXL add an additional $3.) 

ARM & WRENCH ( now in stock!) 

•NEW* Multi-color on Yellow/Gold — $15 

Earth First! Fist 

Black on Kelly Green — $12 
Multi-color on Forest Green — $15 
Multi-color on Black — $15 
•NEW* Green with White on Black — $12 

Earth First! Tools 

Black on Unbleached — $12 

No Fucking Compromise 

White on Black — $12 

Eagle 

•NEW* Black on Unbleached — $12 

Visualize Direct Action 

Black and White on Unbleached — $12 

EF! 1997 Calendar NO $r 


Classic EF! Journal BACK ISSUES for sale! 

Most dates available back until 1984. 
Send $3 per issue and specify issues wanted. 


BUMPER- 

STICKERS 


All bumperstickers $ 1.00 
unless otherwise indicated 

NEW 1 *END CORPORATE DOMINANCE 
NEW! •I’M POLLUTING THE PLANET 
NEW! *MONKEYWRENCH THE MILLENNIUM 


•AMERICAN WILDERNESS: 

LOVE IT OR LEAVE IT ALONE 
•ANOTHER MORMON ON DRUGS 
•“ANTI-GRAZING ASSORTMENT” 

(on non-removable paper @ $3/doz) 

•COPULATE DON’T POPULATE 
•DARWIN (words inside fish w/ legs) 

•DEVELOPERS GO BUILD IN HELL 
•DON’T LIKE ENVIRONMENTALISTS? 

PUT THEM OUT OF WORK 
•DREAM BACK THE BISON, SING BACK THE SWAN 
•EARTH FIRST! 

•HAYDUKE LIVES! 

•I’D RATHER BE MONKEYWRENCHING 
•IF YOUR PECKER WAS AS SMALL AS MINE, 

YOU’D NEED A MUSCLE WAGON, TOO 
(on non-removable paper @ .50 ea) 

•LOVE YOUR MOTHER, DON’T BECOME A FATHER 
•LOVE YOUR MOTHER, DON’T BECOME ONE 


•NATIVE (w/ blue and green earth graphic) 

•NATURE BATS LAST 

•NOT POLITICALLY CORRECT 

•PAY YOUR RENT, WORK FOR THE EARTH 

•QUESTION TECHNOLOGY 

•REAL MEN DON’T SHOOT WOLVES 

•REAL MEN GET VASECTOMIES 

•RESIST MUCH, OBEY LITTLE 

•SAVE THE DAMMED SALMON 

•SAVE THE WILD 

•STOP CLEARCUTTING 

•STOP CLEARCUTTING 

(on non-removable paper @ .50 ea) 

•STOP PUBLIC LANDS RANCHING 
•STOP THE FOREST SERVICE, 

SAVE OUR WILD COUNTRY 
•SUBVERT THE DOMINANT PARADIGM 
•THANK YOU FOR NOT BREEDING 
•THINK GLOBALLY, ACT LOCALLY 
•VISUALIZE INDUSTRIAL COLLAPSE 



More EF! Paraphenalia 


Fist Patch 

Quality 3-inch patches for your 
daypack, jacket or your butt! 
Earth First! Fist— $3 

Rubber Stamps 

Sturdy wood-block stamps 
made from unfinished scrap. 
Earth First! Fist— $5 
Earth First! Tools — $5 


Fist Caps 

Block harmful UV radiation 
and look damn cool doing it! 
Collect all four! 

(100% cotton, adjustable) 

Tan — $12 
Desert Camo — $12 
Brown Forest Camo— $12 
Green Forest Camo — $12 


Silent Agitators 

Little 1.5-inch stickers good for 
your bike or your bulldozer. 
Earth First! Fist—30/$2 
Earth First! Tools — 30/$2 
No Deal, Assholes — 30/$2 

Window Stickers 

3-inch stickers for high visability 

EF! Fist-4/$l • Anti-Grazing-8/$l 


BOOKS 

Anarchist Farm 

By fane Doe. Fiction, 192 pages — $10 

The Big Outside 
A Descriptive Inventory of the Big 
Wilderness areas of the United States 

By Dave Foreman & Howie Wolke. Maps, list of areas 
by size and state, 490 pages — $17 

Desert Solitaire 

A Season in the Wilderness 

By Edward Abbey. Nonfiction, 295 pages — $6 

Earth First! Songbook 

77 songs/33 artists/guitar chords/info — $10 

ECODEFENSE: 

A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching 

By Dave Foreman and Bill Haywood. Extensively revised, 
expanded third edition. Ned Ludd Books, 350 pages — $18 

The End of Nature 

By Bill McKibben. 226 pages — $12 

Green Rage 

Radical Environmentalism and the 
Unmaking of Civilization 

By Christopher Manes. Index, bibliography and foot- 
notes. 291 pages — $15 

Grizzly Years 

In Search of the American Wilderness 

By Doug Peacock. Photos, trade paperback, 375 pages — $13 

The Monkeywrench Gang 

By Edward Abbey. Fiction, 387 pages — $7 

Refuge 

An Unnatural History of Family and Place 

By Terry Tempest Williams. Bird species list, 304 pages— $12 

A Sand County Almanac 

with Essays on Conservation 
from Round River 

By Aldo Leopold. Special edition, 295 pages — $10 

Think Like a Mountain 

Towards a Council of All Beings 

By John Seed, Joanna Macy, Pat Fleming, Arne Naess. 
Illustrated by Dailan Pugh. 128 pages — $10 

Waste of the West 

Public Lands Ranching 

By Lynn Jacobs. Contact list, statistics, 500-item bibliog- 
raphy, over 1,000 illustrations (photos, cartoons, graph- 
ics, charts, maps). Large paperback, 602 pages— $28 

Wilderness on the Rocks 

By Howie Wolke. Ned Ludd Books, 240 pages — $15 


Send for a FREE copy of our 

COMPLETE MERCHANDISE CATALOG! 


j EF! Merchandise Order Form POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 USA 

I Quantity Description Color Size Price 











IB 





be 
















NAME 

__ TOTAL 

STREET 



foreign orders 

CITY j STATE ZIP COUNTRY oMm . 

Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. Call us at (541) 741-9191 if you haven’t received your order. Please use this form for ordering. Thanks! 


1 


J 
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AVAILABLE 


Paper Company 

American-Milled 
Tree-Free Papers 

Quality paper l>roducts made 
with environmental integrity. 
Living Tree Paper Company 
supports the use of alternatives to 
wood for pulp and palter. Our 
products show that earth friendly 
palter can be elegant and archival. 


• hemp • esparto grass • bamboo • 
• agricultural by-products • 

• post-consumer recycled fibers 


I Willamette Street, Suite 367 • Eugene, OR 97401 

|>A ® email: talkeavcs ?igc.apc.org • fax (541) 687-7744 

fgj#', 1-800-309-2974 • (541 ) 342-2974 

Call or write tor a Free catalog! 


FORESTS ARE NOT FOR LOGGING 
bumper stickers - white on green 
send $2 per sticker to: 

Corroding Conformity Stickers 

2938 E Walnut #8 

Port Angeles, WA 98362 


The Caretaker Gazette is a unique 
newsletter containing job openings, 
advice & information for property 
caretakers, housesitters & landowners 
Published since 1983, each issue has 
80+ property caretaking job oppor- 
tunities, worldwide.Property caretak- 
ers enjoy rent-free living in desirable 
locations.OnlyS 15/half yr, or$24/ yr. 

— #1 Source for 



The Caretaker Gazette, 1 845 Deane- 
EF, Pullman WA 99163.Credit card 
orders, please call: (509) 332-0806. 


Come join with enviro activists, naturalists, scientists, and others who love all things wild, natural 
and free in a celebration and renewed hope of saving this magnificent Columbia River Gorge 
old-growth oak savannah from land speculation and development 

Developer and land speculator Daniel Dancer, an officer of the Central Cascades Allegiance, and 
purveyor of cco-photography and eco-speak describes Rowena Wilds as a place of giant oaks, 
rolling hills, mountain lions, and peregrine falcons; a place where elk may cruise by your window; a 
place nestled beside the wildflowcr wonderland, the Tom McCall Preserve, along Rowena Creek; a 
place which provides territorial views of some of nature’s finest 

Rowena Wilds is surely a place worthy of saving! 

Date: April through June 

Location: Take State Road east of Mosior, Oregon, turn west on Dundee Way. Follow tbe elk bails. 

Scheduled events: 

Interpretive nature hikes along lovely Rowena Creek and among the “giant oaks” and “wildflowcr 

wonderland.” 

In-the-field workshops on how to protect our old-growth forest, critical wildlife habitat riparian 
areas and open spuce. (Developer and his real estate agents especially requested to participate.) 

Evening fireside chats with guest speakers: 

Henry Spencer (invited) - Spencer is the distinguished developer of Lyle Point, located directly 
across the Columbia from Rowena Wilds. Hopefully Henry can toll us how two years of 
encampment at the Point by Native Americans and friends, and 25 of their arrests, helped him to 
become enlightened. Henry and his investment group are now working toward moving Lyle Point 
in to public ownership-at. cost! Cheers! 

Jay Lotto (invited) - Another officer of Central Cascade Allegiance. Hopefully Lotto will be able 
to share with us what the allegiance is doing to help their officer save Rowena Wilds. 

The River People - Columbia River Natives who continue to lose their cultural identity to land 
speculation and development, can provide information on how to develop a land ethic. 

Please reaped, private property rights. Wasco County required the developer to designate an area for public access 
and use. Gathering will occur hero. Some lots have been sold. Lots should not be trespassed on without the 

permission of the owner. 

.Sponsor: Columbia Gorge Citizens for Wildlands Preservation 


Environmental Employment and 
Internship Opportunities 

With the Southwest Center for Biological Diversity 

The Southwest Center is an aggressive science-based environmental 
advocacy organization based in Tucson, A Z, and we are looking for 

Internships: One intern for general office work and one qualified 
intern for grazing-research program. Spring, Summer and Fall 1997 
positions available. Small stipend provided. . 

Employment. One FT appeals coordinator. Experienced activist to 
write appeals of timber sales, grazing allotments, mining projects, 
etc... Must be computer literate, w/ excellent research and writing 
ability. Salary DOE, w/ flexible work schedule, (send appeal writing 
sample). 

Send resume, references and writing samples to: 
SWCBD-Personnel, PO Box 17839, Tucson AZ 85731-7839 


Subscribe to the Radical Environmental Journal 


Clip and send to 


Earth First! Journal, Subscriptions, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 USA 

All O $500 Lifetime Subscription 


O $25 Regular Rate 

CD $20 Low Income/Non-Profit/Library 
CD $35 (US$) Surface Mail, International 

O $ DONATION 

Subscriber Name 


CD $35 First Class Mail: US, Canada or Mexico 
CD $35 Brown Bag (First Class in a plain wrapper) 

CD $45 (US$) Air Mail, International (no foreign checks, please) 
CD $45 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 


Address 
City 


State 


Country 


The Earth First! Journal subscription list is confidential. If you use an alias, make sure that the post office knows that you, 
or someone, is getting mail at your address under that name or it may not be delivered. And don’t worry, we never trade lists.. 
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ALASKA 

Michael A. Lewis 

POB 80073, Fairbanks, AK 99708 

Mike or Billie 

POB 6197, Sitka, AK 99835 

EF! Anchorage 

POB 771667, Eagle River, AK 99577 

ARIZONA 
Phoenix EF! 

POB 8795, Phoenix, AZ 85066 
Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! AZEF! Newsletter 
POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 
Bradshaw EF! 

220 Grove, Prescott, AZ 86301 
CALIFORNIA 
Northcoast EF! 

POB 4796, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 269-8325 
Redwood Action Team 
Darryl Cherney 

POB 34, Garberville, Ecotopia 95542 
(707) 923-DEMO 
Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 95407 
(707) 523-1229 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 

Bay Area EF! Hotline (510) 848-8724 

Wiley Coyote 

POB 74283, Davis, CA 95617 
Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 
POB 73063, Davis, CA 95617 
(916) 753-1678 

Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-3205 
Santa Barbara EF! 

POB 12799, Santa Barbara, CA 93107 
Orange County EF! 

POB 4960-593, Irvine, CA 92616-4960 
Auto-Free Orange County 
POB 338, Laguna Beach, CA 92651 
Los Angeles EF! 

POB 4381, N. Hollywood, CA 91617 

(818) 569-5592 

Auto-Free Long Beach 

1776 Ohio Ave, Long Beach, CA 90804 

Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, #102, Pasadena, CA91107 
(909) 422-1637 

Mojave EF! 

POB 492, Lancaster, CA 93584 
(805) 948-6291 
mojaveef@envirolink.org 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 7745, San Diego, CA 92107 

(619) 226-7325 or 740-1174 

sdef@envirolink.org 

COLORADO 

Walkabout 

POB 1166, Boulder, CO 80306 
(303) 938-1677, mjl@nilenet.com 
San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 

aq@freenet.uchse.edu 

Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 
The Wild Ranch Review 
POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Gunnison Basin EF! 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Roaring Fork EF! 

Ill Polo, Glenwood Springs, CO 81601 

FLORIDA 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Alachua EF! 

3108 SE 16th Terr, Gainesville, FL 32641 
(352) 375-1454 

IDAHO 

Northern Rockies Preservation 
POB 625, Boise, ID 83701 
(208) 345-8077 
Cove/Mallard Coalition 
POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843 
(208) 882-9755, fax 883-0727 
cove @moscpsy.com 
ILLINOIS 
Chicago EF! 

POB 6424, Evanston, IL 60204 
Red Buffalo EF! 

POB 185, Normal, IL 61761 
Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 549-7387 

IOWA 

Tallgrass Prairie EF! 

POB 1503, Iowa City, IA 52244 
jjquig@blue.uiowa.edu 


MAINE 
Maine EF! 

POB 183, Harmony, ME 04942 
Wassumkeag EF! 

POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 
MARYLAND 
Anacostia-Rock Creek EF! 

POB 5625, Takoma Park, MD 20913 
(301) 270-0857 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Mass EF! 

POB 708, Littleton, MA 01460-2708 
Martha's Vineyard EF! 

RR 1, Box 381A 

Martha's Vineyard, MA 02568 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

MINNESOTA 

Big Woods EF! 

c/o Arise Bookstore 

2441 Lyndale South, Mnpls, MN 55405 

(612) 871-7110, paarise@mtn.org 

MISSOURI 

Ray O McCall 

Rt 1, Box 89 

Mountain Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 

(573) 443-6832 

74747.2052@compuserve.com 

Chinquapin Resistance 

POB 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163 

(314) 772-6463 

MONTANA 

Northern Rockies Biodiversity Project 
POB 4431, Whitefish, MT 59937 
(406) 862-4945 
Wild Rockies EF! 

POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-5733 (message #) 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406) 585-921 1 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Rd, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
New Hampshire EF! 

POB 4101, Portsmouth, NH 03802 
NEW IERSEY 

PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Project 
POB 506, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 
(201) 748-4322 
Green Vigilance 

46 E. Monroe, Mt. Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

NEW MEXICO 

Land of Disenchantment EF! 

POB 72295, Albuquerque, NM 87195 

New Mexico Direct Action 

POB 22488, Santa Fe, NM 87502-2488 

(505) 988-8128 

NEW YORK 

Wetlands Preserve 

James Hansen 

161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-5244, fax 925-8715 
Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
(516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

532 Portage Rd, 1st Floor 
Niagara Falls, NY 14301-1936 
(716) 282-7777 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Katuah EF! c/o Paloma 
POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

17305 Grovewood Ave 
Cleveland, OH 44119 
(216) 383-9985 
Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 1 7, Univ. of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 
(513) 281-6892, 

Oberlin EF! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 
OEARTHFIRST@oberlin.edu 
Hock-Hocking Watershed EF! 

8 N. Court St # 307, Athens, OH 45701 
(614) 594-6400 
Piankasha EF! 

7992 Hopper Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45255 

OREGON 

Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 343-7305 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386 

Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Blue Heron EF! 

Reed Coll. SAO, Portland, OR 97202 
(503) 771-1112 x7875 


Cascadia Rising! 

POB 9554, Bend, OR 97708 
Kangaroo EF! 

POB 332, Williams, OR 97544 
Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburg, PA 15217 

Antoinette Dwinga 

842 Library Ave, Carnegie, PA 15106 

Scott Thiele 

RD 4, 237-A Elk Ln, Montrose, PA 18801 
Allegheny Defense Project 
POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214 
(814) 226-4918, adp@envirolink.org 
Endless Mountain EF! 

119 S. Liberty St, Orwigsburg, PA 17961 

TENNESSEE 

Katuah EF! 

Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 624-3939 
Katuah EF! 

1414 Highland Ave, Knoxville, TN 37916 

TEXAS 
EF! Austin 

POB 7292, Univ. Stn, Austin, TX 78713 
(512) 478-7666, entropy@eden.com 
Corpus Christi EF! 

4114 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 
East Texas EF! 

Rt 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 

UTAH 

Autonomy House 

POB 11015, SLC, UT 84147 

Wild Wasatch Front 

847 W 700 S, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 
POB 804, Burlington, VT 05402 
VIRGINIA 
Virginia EF! 

Rt 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 

(540) 885-6983 

Massive Retaliation 

2129 General Booth Blvd #253 

Virginia Beach, VA 23454-5872 

PAW Southwest Virginia 

POB 13192, Roanoke, VA 2403i-3l92 

(540) 982-0492 

WASHINGTON 

Jeanette Russell 

Bellingham, WA (360) 647-1680 

Seattle EF! 

POB 85541, Seattle, WA 98145 
ph/fax (206) 632-2954, can@scn.org 
Olympia EF! 

POB 12391, Olympia, WA 98508 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 

Rt 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 

(304) 754-9161 

WISCONSIN! 

Midwest Headwaters Action 
Midwest Headwaters Journal 
731 State St, Madison, W1 53711 
(608) 255-8765 or 250-8378 
The Old Man 

235 Travis, Wisconsin Rapids, W1 54495 

(715) 423-5636 

North Forests EF! 

c/o Grassroots Collective 

748 Algoma Blvd, Oshkosh, WI 54901 

(414) 424-0265 

Joshua Roever 

812-C E. Mason St, Green Bay, WI 54301 

(414) 430-9295 

Bay Area North Guard 

POB 116, Washburn, WI 54891 

(715) 373-2717 

Driftless EF! c/o WPA 

POB 2761, LaCrosse, WI 54602-2761 

(608) 782-6997 

Sand County EF! 

POB 992, Stevens Point, WI 54481 


Jail Support 

Rod Coronado 
03895-000, FC1 Unit SW 
8901 S. Wilmot Rd. 

Tucson, AZ 85706 USA 
Direct Action Defense Fund 
POB 57357 

Tucson, AZ 85732-7357 USA 
(520) 795-5171 
National Activist Network 
POB 19515 

Sacramento, CA 95819 USA 
(916) 452-7179 
North American ALF 
Support Group 
Box 69597, 5845 Yonge. St. 
Willowdale, Ontario 
M2M 4K3 Canada 



POB 3563, Eugene, OR 97403 POB 5784, Tucson, AZ 85703 

Coast Watch (520) 791-2913 

POB 1811, Rockland, ME 04841 Sea Defense Alliance (SeDnA) 

Cold Mountain, POB 67121, Scoffs Valley, CA 95067 

Cold Rivers Video Project Genetic Alert/Wise Use Watch 

POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 POB 2182 , Berkeley, CA 94702 

(406) 728-0867 halcarl@rahul.net 

Direct Action Fund Warrior Poets Society 

POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 ASUC Box 361 

(510) 376-7329, fax 631-7958 Berkeley, CA 94720-4510 


Somerset, England BA6 9PU fax (541) 741-9192 

(01458) 831545 earthfirst@igc.apcx 


earthfirst@igc.apc.org 


International EF! Directory 


AUSTRALIA 

Rainforest Information Centre 

POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 

(066) 21-85-05 

EF! Australia 

Canopy, POB 1 738Q GPO 

Melbourne 3001, Victoria 

(03) 354-7972, fax (03) 416-2081 

CANADA 

Coast Mountains EF! 

1472 Commercial Drive, Box 128 

Vancouver, BC V5L 3X9 

(604) 708-9660 

EF! Prince George 

Box 1762, Prince George, BC V2L 4V7 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 
VALLEYWATCH! 

Group 8, Box 8, RR1 

Winlaw, BC V0G 2V0 

EF! Manitoba 

15-222 Osborne St. South 

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3L 1Z3 

(204) 453-9052 

EF! Toronto 

POB 70, 1576 Queen St. West 
Toronto, Ontario M6R 1A6 
(416) 698-6343 
EF! Ottawa 
Box 4612 Station E 
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 
Autonomous Green Action 
POB 4721, Station E 
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H9 
di695@freenet.carleton.ca 
EF! Montreal, Diffusion Noire 
c/o Librairie Alternative 
2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 
Montreal, PQ H2X 2T3 
EIRE 

An Talamh Glas c/o Anne 
Abbey St., Ballinrobe 
County Mayo 

ENGLAND 

[Over 40 EF! groups exist in 
England; for a list, contact the 
EF! Action Update, POB 9656, 
London N4 4JY; (0171) 561-9146; 
actionupdate@gn.apc.org] 

Oxford EF! 

Box E, 111 Magdalen Rd., 

Oxford, OX4 IRQ, (01865) 791391 
South Downs EF!, Dead Trees EF! 
and Do or Die 

6 Tilbury Place, Brighton BN2 2GY 
savage@easynet.co.uk 
http://www.hrc.wmin.ac.uk/ 
campaigns/earthfirst.html 

FRANCE 

Eco-Action/EF! France 

44 Rue de Gesvres, F-60 000 Beauvais 

(+33) 03 44 45 26 22, fax 45 26 25 


GERMANY 
EF! Germany 

c/o Avalon, Friedrich-Ebert Str 24 
45127 Essen 

INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 

Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok PATNA-800 001 
Bihar, Post Box 229 
PHILIPPINES 
Ariel Betan, Green Forum 
3rd Floor, Liberty Building 
Pasay Rd., Makati, Metro Manila 
(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 
Volunteers for Earth Defense 
189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 
1105 Quezon City 
POLAND 

Workshop For All Beings 
ul. Modrzewskiego 29/3 
43-300 Bielsko, Biala 
fax 0048-30-29496 

RUSSIA 

Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod 603082 
(8312) 34-32-80, tretyput@glas.apc.org 
Rainbow Keepers (Moscow) 

(095) 954-91-93, rk@glas.apc.org 
ECODEFENSE! 

Moskovsky prospekt 120-34 
236006 Kaliningrad/Koenigsburg 
ph/fax +7 (0112) 43-72-86 
ecodefense@glas.apc.org 
SCOTLAND 
Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 
44 (0)41 636 1924/339 8009 
fax 44 (0)41 424 3688 
scotree@gn.apc.org 

SLOVAKIA 

Earth First! 

A. Hlinku 11, 96001 Zvolen 
kolenka@uvt.tuzvo.sk 

SPAIN 

Manuel A. Dernandes 

Taller de E. A. A. CURUXA 

J. B. Xelmirer J, Campus Universitario 

1570 S Santiago 

(81) 584321, fax (81) 584533 

SWEDEN 

Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg 

UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 
c/o Nadia Shevchenko 
Glushkova 17-22, Kiev 252187 
+7 (044) 252-48-22, 
nadia@gluk.apc.org 


Greed! 
Phone Fun! 

with 


Affinity 


Long Distance 


Affinity Long Distance 
guarantees a 10% rate-reduction 
on your phone bill. 

Plus, Affinity will give 5% of your 
bill to the Earth First! Journal — 
a gift that keeps on giving. 

For more info, write the Journal at 
POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440. 
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Don Oakes, owner of Hull-Oakes Lumber Co., about two feet away from killing a Cascadian. 


Women in the 
Way of Progress 

by Hazel and Dusk 

On the morning of March 19, a Cascadian women's 
group came together to block the main entrance of 
the Hull-Oakes old-growth mill with a metal tripod. 

The mill has been illegally dumping wastewater into 
Oliver Creek, a tributary of the Willamette River, for 
17 years. The Oregon Natural Resources Council is 
filing suit against Hull-Oakes for its blatant violation 
of the Clean Water Act. Meanwhile, the Oregon 
Department of Environmental Quality is considering 
granting a wastewater permit to Hull-Oakes, reward- 
ing them for their illegal dumping, with permission 
to continue the degrading practice. 

On top of all this, Hull-Oakes has applied for 
National Monument status designating its mill as a 
"working museum," which will guarantee a yearly 
supply of 12 million board feet of reduced price 
"mature" trees off of public lands! The Hull-Oakes 
mill uses a century-old, steam-driven system which 
can only process old-growth trees. (Hull-Oakes is the 
same company responsible for the slaughter of Ro- 
man Dunn and ttie impending butchering of the 
Howl and Growl sale.) 

Sounds pretty evil, huh? Well, it gets worse. During the recent action, one 
woman courageously hung from the apex of the tripod, while two women were 
locked by their necks with U-locks to its base. By around 5 a.m. a line of late- 
for-work loggers and mill workers was building and tempers were getting high. 
The support team was doing a great job of diffusing the situation until Don 
Oakes, the owner of the mill, floored his truck and hit the base of the tripod. 
Luckily, the tripod was metal so the impact did not knock the tripod over but 
instead bent one of the poles into a precarious position. Despite the best efforts 
of the support people, the man continued to ram the tripod with his truck. He 
then attempted to run over the support people and one of the women locked 
to the base of the tripod. 


"Intense" is an understatement when describing the energy level at this point 
of the action. Finally, a mill worker convinced Mr. Oakes that he really was about 
to kill someone and the blockade could be removed some other way. Then the 
mill workers knocked the tripod over onto the adjacent hillside, dragging the 
women who were locked to the legs of the tripod across the road by their necks. 

By some miracle or protective power, no one was seriously injured. The police 
finally showed, but you can guess whose side they were on. 

Legal action against Hull-Oakes is in progress. We can't let violence like this 
go unnoticed or unchallenged. If you want more info, would like to help or 
make a donation toward legal defense, contact Cascadia Forest Defenders at 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440; (541) 343-7305. 



Activists from around the world re- 
cently traveled to the Nevada Nuclear 
Test Site to take part in the annual 
Healing Global Wounds Gathering 
and Shundahai Network's Action for 
Nuclear Abolition. Several hundred 
activists camped at the traditional 
Peace Camp which sits across the road 
from Mercury, Nevada where the US 
has conducted a total of 934 nuclear 
tests between 1951 and 1992. One 
hundred of these tests were above 
ground. This test-site land is claimed 
by the Western Shoshone Nation un- 


der terms of the 1863 Treaty of Ruby 
Valley. Because of this, the Western 
Shoshone is considered the most 
bombed nation in the world. 

March 27-30 marked the multicultural 
Healing Global Wounds Gathering. At- 
tendants heard direct testimony from 
indigenous people who have been vic- 
timized by the nuclear arms race. Many 
anti-nuke campaigners also gave in- 
depth updates on global efforts to end 
the nuclear age. The Gathering included 
educational workshops, alliance build- 
ing, spiritual ceremony and culminated 
continued on page 25 


by Delyla and Stan Wilson 
Bison Action Group 

She began by painting her face — 
symbols of the earth and protection, 
symbols of power, witchy symbols to 
calm and center the soul. Slowly, casu- 
ally, she made her way to a side door. 
There she paused, prayed and asked 
the goddess for strength. A knock an- 
swered by a polite cattleman gained 
her admittance to the hall. Walking 
quickly with a nonchalant carefulness, 
carrying the heavy bucket filled with 
rotting bison guts in one hand, she 
made her way past the Forest Service 
and Park Service Freddies that had so 
graciously been reserved the front three 
rows. She advanced to the table where 
the felonious four sat: Secretary of Ag- 
riculture Dan Glickman, Montana 
Senators Burns and Baucus and, of 
course, Governor Racicot, doing what 
he does best, talking — once again justi- 
fying how it's just not his fault — the 
government made him do it. Racicot, 
sounding like Goerring at the Nurmberg 
trials after the Holocaust, stood whin- 
ing about the sad sick slaughter of our 
sacred Buffalo Relations. 


Of course there is one difference; in 
Montana, the genocide continues. 

The men talked so much that nobody 
even noticed a lone, painted woman, 
except to maybe wonder, "What is that 
on her face?" Amazingly, they didn't 
notice the plain white, five-gallon bucket 
or the wafting odor of not-so-fresh buf- 
falo guts emitting from it. Time froze for 
a moment, then suddenly, as Delyla 
reached the edge of the table, somebody 
shouted, "Nooo," and time started. 

Even Gov. Racicot shut up and took 
notice. The bucket of bison guts 
splashed onto the table. Juices from 
putrid buffalo entrails flowed over the 
edge splashing the very men who had 
conspired to put them in that condi- 
tion. One man, a special agent, put 
her arm behind her back and quickly 
escorted her outside. Another freeze 
frame in time as she explained why 
this had happened. For a moment it 
seemed as if he might let her walk 
away, but then time started and the 
sheriffs came roaring down the hill. 
Caught but content with a good days 
work, Delyla Wilson went to jail that 
sunny day in March. 

continued on page 26 



Road to the Nevada Test Site shut down by multi-racial coalition. 


photo by Kurt Jensen 




EARTH FIRST! 

NO COMPROMISE IN DEFENSE OF MOTHER EARTH 

POB 1415 • EUGENE, OREGON 97440 • (541) 741-9191 


TIME FOR A SAFETY MEETING 


Earth First! is recognized perhaps more than any other 
movement in the world for taking nonviolent direct action in 
defense of the Earth. Whether we are mobilizing masses of 
people at a corporation's headquarters, blockading logging 
roads at the point of forest destruction or thrashing bulldozers 
in the dead of night; Earth First! is on the front lines of the war 
on nature. Nonviolent action, not rhetoric, defines our move- 
ment. But, often I observe a seemingly unstoppable "go for it 
no matter what" attitude on actions that shortsightedly 
forgoes safety and strategy and forces action for action's sake. 
As summer approaches and many of us gear up for a wild, 
non-stop tour of insurrection against the corporate greed and 
governmental corruption destroying life on Earth, I feel 
compelled to say a few things. 

First, we must think and act strategically. To paraphrase one 
of America's greatest community organizers, the late Saul 
Alinsky, pick your target, freeze it, personalize it and polarize 
it. For example, the Maxxam Corporation threatens the 
Headwaters Forest. A critical investigation reveals more at 
issue than the forest; a $1.6 billion junk bond scandal, a 
hostile corporate takeover of the logging company, abuse of 
the workers and smash and grab industrial forestry practices 
which are polluting waterways and causing mudslides 
that kill whole communities. Who's to blame for all 
this? Corporate raider, Charles Hurwitz. What to 
do? Expose him as the monster he is and sound the 
alarm for the world's last unprotected ancient red- 
wood forest that he is destroying. 

We must resist the destruction of the Earth offensively as 
well as defensively, and we must be creative in the ways we 
do so. It's not enough to wait until the corporations are 
logging the forest to rise and defend it; we must act before 
timber sales are awarded. We must work hard in our commu- 
nities making them an issue of magnified public concern with 
intensely focused organizing. We must scout the areas and lay 
down lines of nonviolent defense. We can accomplish this if 
our groups are strong, consensus-based collectives which 
maintain clear processes of communication, set agendas 
and yield tactical, goal-oriented plans. Our campaigns 
will be strongest if our actions are timely and build on one 
another. We must assess our group's skills and resources 
and distribute the responsibilities. 

Secondly, direct action can be dangerous. Put safety first! 
Cops and equipment operators must be fully aware that if 
they are heavy-handed with an action people could be hurt 
or killed . Moreover, they need to be told that they will be held 
personally responsible for any injuries to activists. Locking 
down to moving vehicles or equipment is not safe. The noise 
made by the machinery drowns out the sounds of peoples 
voices as they communicate with the operators and cops. 
Anyone who suspends themself from anything by locking to 


it is stupid. People should wear long, protective clothing and 
have eye and ear protection with them. 

Direct action requires emotional and physical prepa- 
ration and dedication. Despite the countless uncontrol- 
lable things that can erupt during an action, the one 
thing most of us have is the ability to control ourselves. 
We need to practice, roleplay and train in advance of our 
actions. We have to be fully prepared to deal with 
physical and psychological torture from the police and 
other violent persons. 

Thirdly, those who inflict violence on nonviolent activists 
must be held accountable. Tripods have been rammed, 
knocked over and cut down with people on them. People 
have been dragged by their necks from the gates they're 
locked to. Others have been wheeled from their blockades 
while still connected to 1,200-pound concrete barrels. People 
have sustained countless injuries from pain compliance 
holds, over-tightened hand cuffs, being maced, beaten with 
batons and tire irons, hog- tied and psychologically tortured. 
To let ^ these brutal acts of violence be repeated 
against nonviolent people is unconscionable! 
This sick legacy of abuse will only be perpetu- 
ated unless we aggressively challenge each and 
every instance of violence against us. 

When violence occurs, isolate the situation and 
use conflict management tools to diffuse it. Use 
cameras to document and intimidate people who are 
violent with activists. Get medical attention. Con- 
tact a good lawyer. File police reports. Trash the hate 
mongers in the media. Then, make an example of 
them by hauling their butts to court and taking them 
for all you can! A sizable claim will intimidate other thugs 
from attacking activists and will fund full-time activism. 

Nonviolent direct action is a means to an end. It is active 
resistance to injustice, and it is essential. Strategically planned 
actions promote safety and can bring a group boldly closer to 
achieving its goals. Study Gandhi's revolutionary "truth 
force" maxim and the colorful history of social change 
movements, such as the Diggers, Luddites, Quakers, Plow- 
shares and Chipkos. The most successful movements through- 
out history have been those that waged strategic campaigns 
of unshaking nonviolent resistance that grew, matured and 
diversified from a core of truth and direct action. 

In the Western world people are privileged to be able to 
engage openly in nonviolent direct action. Courageous activ- 
ists in the other two-thirds of the world are being ruthlessly 
killed, yet continue to give their lives for their political 
actions in defense of the Earth and freedom. Every day we 
need to be kicking down the front door of corporate Amerikkka 
demanding that the Earth comes First! 

— John Bowling 





^auna C a ^ a ^ a 

Fauna, n. animal life. 

Cabala, n. an esoteric, secret matter or 
mysterious act. 


High overhead on cottonwood leaves, pregnant aphids are 
kickboxing. Springtime on the Colorado Plateau induces aphid 
females of the genus Pemphigus to emerge from eggs in the bark 
of cottonwood trees. The insects, who are initially wingless, 
march up the trunks by the thousands. When an aphid arrives at 
the top, she wanders about to select the perfect leaf, and when 
found, prods and sucks along the midrib at the leaf's base until 
a gall (a hollow sack of leaf tissue) forms. 

Within this protective gall the female births 50 to 100 daugh- 
ters parthenogenetically (that is, her egg cells do not undergo 
meiosis, and thus, without mating, she can produce daughters 
identical to herself) and feeds on phloem sap with them until 
they burst out at maturity. A female can increase her reproduc- 
tive success by selecting a large leaf (because sap content is 


by Faith Walker 

proportional to leaf size) and by settling near a leaf's base, the site 
of nutrient inflow. This creates a stampede for large leaves and 
vicious territoriality. If a female comes along while another is 
forming her gall, they engage in a lethal bout of kicking, which 
can last for two days. 

Among aphids, males are an afterthought. Even before a female 
is born she has daughters developing within her. Throughout the 
spring and summer, generations of females, some winged and 
others not, are cranked out ev- ery ten days. It isn't until fall, 


when the drop in tempera 
cur, that females birth 
chromosomes sepa- 
that some embryos 
during sons. The 
with females, who 
of cottonwood 
tined to become 
those that will hatch 
winter into spring. Thus, 
a multitude of females to ex- 
sexual reproduction results in 
some of which may be better 
mental conditions of the fol 



ture prompts meiosis to oc- 
sons. The female's sex 
rate imperfectly, such 
just have one, pro- 
males then mate 
lay eggs in the bark 
trees. The eggs des- 
males perish, while 
into females over- 
asexual reproduction enables 
plode onto the scene, and 
new gene combinations, 
adapted to the environ- 
lowing year. 
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Rbvoi.utk )n izing the Movement 


by Hazel 


„ el 


Sexism and power dynamics within the Earth 
First! movement are relevant and continuous themes 
and hot topics of conversation. We've begun feeling 
the effects of internal dynamics as we get deeper 
into the process of becoming a true community. A 
key moment in this discussion took place at the 
annual EF! Activist Conference in San Bernardino, 
CA this past February. There were many 
informal discussion groups on the sub- 
ject, as well as a workshop entitled, "Sex- 
ism and Power Dynamics." 

Focusing on the negative aspects and 
difficulties of breaking down sexism and 
nonsensical criticisms, such as name calling 
and blaming, tend to undermine the discus- 
sion and our movement. In order to progres- 
sively move through these issues we need to 
focus on proactive things we can all do to 
combat and breakdown our own sexism and 
the effects of being conditioned and social- 
ized in a patriarchal society. For example, 
there is no actual "old-boys club." It is not a 
literal term. You can't get a membership. The 
referral to an old-boys club refers to dominant 
"power-over" type mentality. 

The power-over way of relating, and other 
manifestations of patriarchal conditioning, 
can sneak into all of us, both men and 
women. Other examples of the "power-over" 
dynamic range from interrupting someone 
to outright violence, such as rape or 
clearcutting. The spectrum in between in- 
cludes not listening, always "taking charge," 
hoarding or not sharing knowledge, utilizing 
dominating or controlling leadership tech- 
niques or an unwillingness to create and work 
within a process which facilitates an egalitarian 
community and empowers all those involved. Of 
course, anyone who reads this has their own ex- 

amples and ±h.e -list. 

To me, much of what we attribute to sexism 
within EF! is not as simple as just sexism. Sexism is 
one manifestation of living in a patriarchal, capital- 
istic society, heavily controlled by corporations, 
exercising increasing thought control. It is of ut- 
most importance that Earth First! address all these 
manifestations of oppression (racism, ageism, 
classism, shall I go on?). The domination which 
hurts women is the same domination which clearcuts 
ancient forests. We can't end the oppression of the 
earth until we end our own oppressive roles. This is 
the reason I am so passionate about these issues and 
constantly trying to break all of this down. When 
industrial collapse comes will we really be ready to 
create that future we all so desire? 


Most of us have not been raised or taught how to 
communicate and work together in an egalitarian 
context. We end up sabotaging ourselves and sour 
movement with our internal dynamics, resulting in 
everything from hurt feelings and botched actions to 
losing dedicated or potential activists. Most of the 
time this happens despite our best intentions. Corpo- 
rate culture has taught us about competition, rugged 
individualism and ignoring 



or becoming defensive when faced with 
conflicts. Teaching shared leadership, critical think- 
ing, conflict resolution and how to relate through a 
"power from within" instead of a "power-over" dy- 
namic is not in corporate culture's best interest. It is 
hestJorThem to have the masses (and especially us) 
divided, quarreling and unable to effectively commu- 
nicate and cooperate. 

We can relearn how to relate outside of "power- 
over" and other divisive dynamics, but it's not as 
easy as simply saying so. We need to relearn and 
practice through group/trust building exercises, 
learning the conflict resolution process, debriefing, 
workshops and circles. This will be even more help- 
ful if as many people as possible from a given 
community can participate. 

The following ideas are some proactive sugges- 
tions, directly from the workshop at the activist 
conference: same-gender discussion groups or 
circles, women's affinity groups and trainings and 
men's groups. Incorporating gender balance into 


planning, creating strong affinity groups to con- 
front problems and identifying a sexism/isms vibes 
watcher were other ways suggested to confront 
"isms." Fishbowls can be a helpful way to facilitate 
communication on any issue. In a fishbowl, the 
women form an inside circle, while the men sit 
around them, forming an outside circle. First, only, 
the women talk and the men listen, and then the 
whole scenario is reversed. Setting time lim- 
its is a good idea. Working on group/trust 
building, utilizing role-reversal role-play 
games, engaging in conflict resolution (in- 
stead of avoiding it), stating your or your 
group's boundaries and working sexism 
questions/issues into debriefs are all 
proactive ways to breakdown sexism. Find- 
ing a close male and female friend to share 
critiques on each others' "isms" in a safe 
space, after the fact, as well as asking your 
friends to call you on your "isms" when 
they happen, can be very helpful. Asking 
for consent in words and creating an EF! 
do's and don'ts list were two solid sugges- 
tions. A weekly/monthly discussion on 
sexism and other process issues can ben- 
efit any growing community. A common 
thread in all of this, and a word heard 
consistently throughout the workshop 
was respect, a basic principle we can all 
integrate into our lives! 

Well, that's a lot of ideas. If we all incor- 
porate one or two of these suggestions into 
our lives, we'd be well on the way toward 
being a community rooted in mutual aid, 
inner strength and power, clear communi- 
cation, empowerment and action. Many of the ideas 
from the activist conference were focused on sexism, 
but many of them can easily be used to identify how 
we play into power dynamics in general. 

Part of the reason why this is all so intimidating 
and confrontational is because the examples and 
effects of unequal power relationships are so over- 
whelmingly ingrained into most of us, to different 
extents, since birth. If we stop looking at all this as 
a problem to be solved (with a beginning and end) 
and instead as part of a continual process which 
helps us to grow individually, helps our groups, and 
finally helps the Earth, all of our efforts will make 
more sense. We are a movement. Movements are 
constantly moving, changing and growing. So, let's 
get moving! 

As someone from the conference said, "The Earth 
is toast if we don't deal with this shit." 

If you want more information on power dynam- 
ics, isms, group/trust building exercises and work- 
shop referrals, contact Hazel, c/o CFD, POB 11122, 
Eugene, OR 97440. 


Letters to the Editors: 

(under 300 words, of course...) 



Dear Sir, 

Thank you very much for the 
nice t-shirt sent to me. May God 
bless you richly for such credit- 
able performance. When I put it 
on people admire it. I am always 
asked where I got it from. 

I will be grateful if you will list 
me and send me t-shirts at a given 
periodically interval. God will 
bless you more and more for that. 

I will like to end here until I 
hear from you again. Amen. 

Yours Faithfully, 

— Sarah Bonney 
Accra, Ghana 
PS. Long Live Earth First! Journal 
God Bless Earth First! Journal 

Dear Friends, 

First of all, thank you for your 
letter and copy of the EF! Journal. 
I have just received it, and I am in 
the middle of the reading. My 
first impression about the EF! Jour- 
nal ? Excellent! I like it very much! 


Full of information and personal 
experiences. It is very impressive 
to read articles by people from 
the first lines of Earth defense. 
The things they do are very in- 
spiring to me. 

Probably I ask too much of you 
but I have request to you — please, 
can you announce my name and 
address in EF! Journal "Letters 
from you to us" with this request 
to EF! Journal readers: 

Dear EF! Readers, 

I am very "short of" valuable 
information about environmen- 
tal issues, and I need your help. If 
you have an eco. book or maga- 
zine and you don't need it, don't 
throw it away, please send it to 
me. I'll be very very thankful! 

Best wishes to all Earth Firstlers, 
take care and stay strong because 
Earth needs us! 

— Ivica Erdelja 
Biskupecka 4, 42000 Varazdin 
Croatia 


Statement for the Memorial of 
Judi Bari March 6, 1997: 

We join with you in this mo- 
ment of remembrance of Judi Bari, 
who fought valiantly for the green 
and growing life of your region, 
and of Mother Earth. The bomb- 
ing of Judi and her companion by 
forces now unknown, is a dark 
testament to her growing signifi- 
cance in the movement against 
the rapacious greed of big lumber 
and capital. Even after that honor, 
her sprit remained undaunted and 
undiminished, although her body 
was shattered. She is remembered 
today, and will be remembered 
tomorrow, for the flash of the 
spirit that returned on behalf of 
life. Let us remember her with our 
resistance. Ona Move. 

Long Live John Africa. 

— Mumia Abu Jamal 
AM 8335, SCI Greene, 

1040 East Roy Furman Highway, 
Waynesburg PA 15370 

To: David Levner, Green Party 
Dear David, 

Somehow the great honor of read- 
ing Mumia's tribute to Judi Bari fell 


to me at fudi's memo- 
rial party in Willits, CA. 

Mumia's struggle with 
the FBI terrorists is a 
perfect parallel to Judi's 
struggle with them. 

Both of them falsely ac- 
cused, and the true per- 
petrators never found 
nor even sought after. 

Judi was the primary 
and most energetic of the 
researchers into the facts 
surrounding her case. 

Some of what she found 
has already been told 
and more will be in the 
future. The facts will 
clearly show that Judi 
and Darryl were under 
surveillance by the FBI 
when the bomb was 
planted in her car. It is inconceivable 
that the FBI did not see the bomb 
being planted. As her attorney, Den- 
nis Cunningham said in court, the 
FBI was on the scene so quickly it 
was "as if they were around the 
comerwith their fingers in their ears. " 

The Bari memorial was a wonder- 
ful, if not at times sad, event. There 


were numerous high-energy, kick-ass 
speeches, songs, prayers and chants. 
Many American Indians toldof fudi's 
enormous influence in their struggles, 
even helping them see their rights for 
the first time and then going on to 
win them. Mumia's letter added a 
dimension and power to the event 
continued on page 28 
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by Jana Thomas 

The coastal temperate rainforests of North America 
once blanketed the West Coast in a thin, continu- 
ous band from northern California to southeast 
Alaska. Today, not a single rainforest watershed 
remains unlogged south 
of the 49th parallel and 
only a few valleys remain 
intact in southern British 
Columbia, Canada. 

Clayoquot Sound, lo- 
cated on Vancouver Is- 
land, is the most south- 
erly extent of any signifi- 
cant rainforest valley in 
North America. It became 
an international symbol 
of the destruction taking 
place throughout coastal 
British Columbia in 1993, 
when the provincial gov- 
ernment announced that 
74 percent of the ancient 
forests in the sound would 
be open to clearcut log- 
ging. Despite unprec- 
edented national and in- 
ternational protests, the 
remaining intact valleys 
in Clayoquot Sound still 
aren't permanently pro- 
tected from clearcutting. 

Clayoquot, however, is 
only the tip of the iceberg. 

The largest concentration 
of ancient, temperate 
rainforest in the world is 
found on the central coast 
of British Columbia. 

Environmentalists refer to this vast, roadless 
wilderness area as the Great Coast Rainforest. It is a 
labyrinth of deep-water fjords and steep, narrow 
valleys pushed up against a backdrop of granite 
mountain peaks and glistening ice fields. The forests 
here contain some of the oldest and largest trees on 
earth. They also provide critical refuge for grizzly 
bears, salmon and a rare snow-white variation of the 
black bear called the Kermode, or Spirit Bear. 

The massive trees and moderate climate com- 
bined with wide-ranging land forms such as small 
islands, coastal plains, estuaries, streams, lakes, lush 
forest and rugged mountain peaks provide habitat 
for one of the most diverse populations of animals 
in the Northern Hemisphere. These forests support 
a quarter of the grizzlies remaining in North America. 
These bears, spoiled by the abundant supply of 
salmon, are the biggest grizzlies in the world, and 
they will die out in the next four decades if logging 
operations continue to move north up the coast. 

The government of British Columbia has given 
logging rights in these forests to a handful of mul- 
tinational companies. The top ten forest companies 
in the province cut 77 percent of the annual allow- 
able cut in the rainforest. The worst ravagers in tne 
Great Coast Rainforest are Macmillan Bloedel 
(MacBlo), International Forests Products (Interfor) 
and Western Forest Products (WFP). 

MacBlo is Canada's biggest logging company and 
controls over one million hectares of commercial 
forest land in BC's rainforests. MacBlo produces 
pulp, paper, newsprint, telephone directory paper, 
fiberboard and lumber for export to the United 
States, Japan and Europe. MacBlo's efforts to log 
Clayoquot Sound in 1993 resulted in the largest 
civil disobedience action in Canadian history. They 
currently have cutting rights in the Koeye and Ahta 
river valleys on the coast. 

Interfor is Canada's second largest logging com- 
pany but the biggest licensee in the Great Coast 
Rainforest. This is because Interfor was a major 
beneficiary in 1995 when BC's Ministry of Forests 
gave away concessions of 230,000 hectares of an- 
cient rainforest on the mid-coast. Interfor was given 


72,500 hectares of these pristine forests in what has 
been dubbed the "Great Coast Giveaway." The key 
areas that are threatened by Interfor on the coast are 
the Ecstall River, Kwalate Creek, Johnston River, 
Ahta River and K'Iskwatsta Creek. 

Interfor was blockaded in the summer of 1996 at Ista 

(near Bella Coola) by 
environmentalists 
and chiefs from the 
Nuxalk First Nation 
who were trying to 
stop the clearcutting. 
Over 90 percent of the 
trees cut in Nuxalk 
territory are trans- 
ported 350 miles 
south before being 
processed, providing 
little opportunity for 
local employment. 
Most of Interfor's 
clearcut forest prod- 
ucts are exported to 
Japan and the United 
States, almost exclu- 
sively as lumber. 

Western Forest 
Products is the third 
largest rainforest 
ravager in the prov- 
ince. One key area 
threatened by WFP 
is Princess Royal Is- 
land and associated 
mainland areas that 
are home to the 
only population of 
Kermode bears. 
Road building is 
scheduled for the 
spring in Green Inlet, an essential habitat area for 
these rare, snow-white black bears. The Valhalla 
Wilderness Society has proposed that this area be 
protected as a Tribal Park. Kitasoo Hereditary 
Chief Neislos says, "We need this 265,000-hectare 
park to protect all of our land, the white bear, and 
our herring and salmon fisheries. This has been 
part of our people's survival for centuries. We do 
not want it destroyed." 

Another critical area threatened by WFP is the 
Ingram/Mooto/Ellerslie/Pollalie watershed complex 
located near Bella Bella. This is part of the traditional 
homeland of the Vickers family of the Heiltsuk First 
Nation. The Vickers family is inviting people to come 
to the Ingram Mooto, live with them this summer, 
and share their journeys 
in the family-oriented 
system that has sus- 
tained the Heiltsuk for 
thousands of years. They 
will be occupying the 
area where WFP plans to 
be road building. 

At the current rate 
of logging, most of the 
remaining ancient for- 
ests will be gone 
within a decade. The 
government of British 
Columbia has spent a 
lot of time and money 
trying to convince 
people in the US and 
Europe that they have 
responded to environ- 
mental concerns. They 
base this claim on their 
adoption of the Forest Practices Code almost two 
years ago. Since that time, the forest industry and 
the government have repeatedly claimed that 
significant changes have been implemented in 
how British Columbia's forests are managed. Front 
and center among these claims are assertions 
about the Code's "world class" protection of 


streams, lakes and wetlands. 

However, an extensive investigation done re- 
cently by the Sierra Legal Defense Fund (SLDF) 
reveals that these claims may be better for public 
relations than for streams. SLDF did a citizen audit 
of cutblocks approved for logging in 1996 by major 
logging companies in four forest districts in coastal 
British Columbia. A six person team of lawyers, 
scientists and researchers examined 1,086 streams. 
Their audit revealed a disturbing level of misman- 
agement by logging companies and widespread 
devastation of streams. 

One major concern is the extent to which forest 
streams continue to be clearcut up to both banks. 
Eighty- three percent of all streams in 1 996 cutblocks 
were clearcut to the banks. Even known fish streams 
were clearcut 79 percent of the time. This habitat 
destruction not only reflects the logging industry's 
abuse of discretion in current regulations, but also 
highlights the ineffectiveness of the Code's stream 
protection. In other words, in most cases the de- 
struction was legal and was approved by the Min- 
istry of Forests. 

In addition, other citizen audits conducted by 
SLDF demonstrate that the amount of wood taken 
out of BC's forests was actually higher in 1996 than 
in 1995. In other words, BC continues to clearcut 
just as often and just as much timber as before the 
Code was implemented. The destruction continues 
and we need your help! 

How You Can Help: 

•Reduce your use of wood and paper products and 
ask where the products you buy come from. Please 
request and buy recycled and clearcut-free wood 
and paper products. 

•Please write to the Premier of British Columbia 
and tell him to permanently protect the key eco- 
logical areas in the coastal rainforests, to stop road 
building in these areas and to stop clearcutting 
everywhere. Tell him you support the work of First 
Nations to safeguard their traditional territories 
and ensure the survival of their cultures. Finally, 
ask the government to promote ecologically re- 
sponsible community development in areas where 
it is appropriate. 

•Environmental protests are likely to occur this sum- 
mer in the Johnston, K'Iskwatsta, Green Inlet and 
Ingram-Mooto-Pollalie areas. 

Premier Glen Clark, Rm. 156, Parliament Buildings, 
Victoria, BC, Canada, V8V 1X4; (250) 387-1715, fax 
(250) 387-0087. 

Minister of Forests, David Zirnhelt, Rm. 128, Par- 
liament Buildings, Victoria, BC, Canada, V8V 1X4; 
(250) 387-6240, fax (250) 387-1040. 

Minister of Environment, Lands and Parks, Cathy 


McGregor, Rm. 337, Parliament Buildings, 
Victoria, BC, Canada, V8V 1X4; (250) 387-1187, 
fax 387-1356. 

For more information, contact POB 2241, Main 
Post Office, Vancouver, BC, Canada, V6B 1H2; 
(604) 669-4303, fax (604) 669-6833, e-mail: 
crn@helix.net. 



The Great Coast Rainforest 



The natives of the Great Coast Rainforest oppose the logging as well. 
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The Riddle of 


ike Spk 


pnynx 



by Moonshine 

The North Fork of the Santiam River will turn your 
hand blue in about two seconds this time of year. 
There's still plenty of snow on the ground here at 
3,600 feet in the Detroit Ranger District of the 
Willamette National Forest. A big, diesel Cat has been 
through here recently, pushing the white stuff off the 
road into giant snowdrifts over ten feet tall that line 
both sides of the winding concrete river that weaves its 
way through giant cedar, hemlock and Douglas fir. 

At 3:00 in the morning some of that snow is 
finding its way back onto the road. 

The plan here is to pile enough snow on the road 
that the US Forest Service will have to call up a 
snowplow (again) to clear the road when fellers 
come to begin work at first light. We're hoping this 
will delay them for a few hours. Then they'll mosey 
on up the road to find Fern and Dusk locked to the 
metal gate leading into the Sphynx timber sale, the 
most recent incarnation of Clinton's Option 9 plan. 

Delays, delays, delays. Protesters have already 
stretched a day's worth of snowplowing on Parish 
Lake Road and Forest Service Road 2265 into almost 
a week of work by walking slooowwwly in front of 
the plows. However, tonight's plan is working back- 
wards. The timber company's security goons have 
found our two lockdowns before finding the wall. 
So Fern and Dusk have to lockdown two and a half 
hours before dawn, and the first person up the road 
isn't a logger but Forest Service Law Enforcement 
Officer Frank "Twitchy" Galbreath. 

We call him “Twitchy" because every time he 
visits the base camp, his trigger finger's always 
down about an inch from his shooting iron, twitch- 


ing nervously — like Dirty Harry 
on bad meth. Twitchy is a stick- 
ler for the rules and wants to 
know when we are going to be 
out of his campground. It's all he 
can think about most days. He 
knows we're up to no good. 

Twitch gets the call about the 
lockdowns but can't get to them 
because of this, this snow barri- 
cade, or whatever it is, in the 
middle of the road. There are 
eight of us sitting up on top of 
the thing grinning, cameras roll- 
ing. Twitchy's trigger finger is 
jerking like mad. He is very agi- 
tated and can't seem to think of 
a thing to say. 

"So, uh, you guys have got to 
be out of the campground, uh, 
pretty soon, you know?" 

An hour and a half later the 
road is clear. We walk in front of the Freddiemobiles 
heading up the road to deal with the lockdowns— 
walking very, very slowly. Twitchy is bugging out. 
The finger is just a blur, pulling the imaginary 
trigger about 50 times a second. When we finally 
make it to the lockdowns, Twitchy smells a rat. 

"These two are also from the campground," he 
tells one of the Linn County sheriff's deputies. 
"They've been there for a long time." 

Fern and Dusk have been locked down now for 
about four hours in the snow. The timber company 
guys come up to check out the scene. After a 
lengthy consultation amongst The Law, they de- 


cide to blowtorch the gate apart and bypass the 
"black bear" lockboxes securing the two women. If 
they'll unlock now, the cops promise to let them go 
with a citation. 

No deal. 

Delays, delays, delays. Now there are three private 
security rigs, three Freddiemobiles, two Linn County 
Sheriff's Department Broncos, a Freddie mainte- 
nance truck, a snowplow and the timber company 
foreman's pickup here. Way down the road three 
pickup trucks full of fellers are catching up on their 
sleep. Further up the road, 3,000-log-trucks worth of 
ancient trees are still vertical. 

In the ancient Greek city of Thebes, the Sphinx 
was an oracle that would pose difficult riddles to 
unsuspecting travelers. If they didn't come up with 
a good answer quickly the beast would bite their 
heads off. In the Detroit District, the Sphynx timber 
sale is another riddle — a lame-brained "forest health" 
scheme that nobody can figure out. It will cut 15 
million board feet in over 400 acres nestled in the 
headwaters of Straight and Lynx Creeks. The Lynx 
Creek watershed contains some of the last 
unfragmented wilderness left in the Detroit District 
and serves as a wildlife corridor between the Santiam 
and Mt. Jefferson wilderness areas. The Straight 
Creek headwaters and other riparian areas have 
been identified as crucial to maintaining the integ- 
rity of water quality downstream. 

Scientists have expressed concern that more 
clearcutting in the hard-hit Detroit District will 
further jeopardize the city of Salem's water supply 
and lead to more of the devastating flooding that 
has left much of Oregon a federal disaster area over 
the past two years. Public opposition to the sale has 
been vociferous. The Salem City Council, 70 miles 
to the west, condemned the sale in a vote last year. 
Both the current and a former mayor have also been 
extremely critical in public. When the sale was 
auctioned off in Eugene last October, over 100 
police officers in full riot gear were required to keep 
the peace at a protest against the auction. 

Scientists, activists and even some government 
officials agree that Sphynx is about as bad as land 
management gets. The fact that the Forest Service is 
still committed to "getting the cut out" at the 
expense of clean water, habitat and public opinion 
has become the modern day riddle of the Sphynx. 
Without a good answer soon, one more big chunk 
of the Cascade Range is going to be gobbled up. 

Things are pretty quiet back at the lockdown. The 
deputies are leaning against their trucks smoking 
cigars. Maintenance guys are scratching their heads 
and trying to figure out a good way to hack apart their 
metal gate. Fern and Dusk are being very uncoopera- 
tive. Their support crew has run out of songs to sing 
and is squatting silently at the side of the road. 
Twitchy is looking miserable in a light jacket as a 
slushy rain floats down from a lead-gray sky. 

"Soooo... When are you guys going to be out of 
that campground?" he wants to know. 

Twitchy's whining breaks the mood. We all laugh. 
"Probably not for a while, Twitch," somebody says. 


^ILLEGAL LOGGING IN ALBION NATION 

by Red Frog and Orca 

Shortly before 6:00 a.m. on April 7, phone lines started buzzing in Mendocino, California, to alert 
Albion Nation activists that Louisiana-Pacific (L-P) was preparing an assault on Enchanted Meadow. A 
logging crew had been spotted creeping down the public road with its lights off, assembling at the gate 
to the forest. Before the sun had risen or the loggers had unlocked the gate, activists arrived to let them 
know that this forest is contested territory. They would be meeting many more folks in the woods before 
this day was over; this covert assault would not go unchallenged. 

The community won a claim against the cutting of Enchanted Meadow in 1996 and an appeal is in 
process. Before noon on April 7, an emergency order to stop the logging was filed in appeals court. It 
could have been up to three days before the writ to halt the logging was considered by the court. The 
people did not wait for the court to act. 

The Enchanted Meadow and the forested slopes that surround it have been a focal point of community 
resistance to the attempted destruction of the Albion River. This resistance dates back to the 1980s. The 
original timber harvest plans (THPs) called for the destruction of 225 acres of healthy second growth and 
residual old-growth redwood and fir forests. The Albion River estuary that skirts the Enchanted Meadow 
is home to a wide variety of creatures, including river otters, great blue herons, ospreys and the remnants 
of Albion's native coho salmon, now protected under the Endangered Species Act. 

When the original THPs were approved in 1989, legal action followed swiftly. L-P was kept out of the 
forest until April of 1992 when, on a morning quite similar to that of April 7, a logging team went in 
and cut three old-growth redwoods near an active osprey nest. What followed, as they say, is history. 
Six weeks of intense actions: lockdowns, car blockades, road obstructions, cat and mouse, tree sits and 
a highway rally that turned into spontaneous civil disobedience. Further legal action and the constant 
threat of direct action have kept the forest standing to this day. 

Immediately after the initial contact with the loggers on the morning of April 7, the community 
geared up for action. A noontime rally was called. By early afternoon folks had arrived from hundreds 
of miles away, ready for action. Equipment was assembled to sustain tree sits, lockdowns and just about 
everything else that can be used to keep the trees standing. While some people went to the rally and 
marched to the gate, others headed directly for the forest. 

Anna Marie Stenberg and other concerned neighbors were the first group to meet the loggers in the forest. 
No Slacker Jacks or Slacker Jills, the locals were ready for direct intervention, and intervention was necessary. 
Three loggers were spread out along a hillside above Slaughterhouse Gulch . They were going for the big trees 
first, of course. "There was no question; it was our duty to be there after all these years," said Anna Marie. 

Of the three fallers, two were from Oregon and one from Washington. Every year it gets harder for 
L-P to find contractors that will work in Albion. Last year, when the Tidewater plan was going down, 
the logging crew was paid even when operations were disrupted by protesters. (And, of course, 
operations were disrupted — but that's another story.) 

In the Enchanted Meadow operation, the fallers were to be paid by the amount of timber cut. "They 
were surprised that we were there to stop them. They had no idea that this was going to be happening. 
They thought it looked like 'a real good cut,"' Anna Marie continued. The first two fallers left right away, 
wanting no part of this cut. The third faller was a bit reluctant to stop working, but was eventually 
convinced that the law was quite clear and "no logging operations" meant exactly that. By the time the 
rally started the fallers had all quit working. 

The Albion Nation Uprising in the spring of 1992 saved over half the area. Today, the people are as 
committed as ever to defending this wild place. The battle over the wild forests of the Albion will be 
nonviolent, long, fierce and costly. If L-P was testing the waters with this recent sneak attack, they now know 
without a doubt that the water is still very hot and that the passions of the people here run very deep. 
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Patagonian Forests Under Siege 


by Jake Kreilek 

After two months of exploring Chile and Argentina, 
I can now attest to the fact that the southern end of 
South America contains some of the most unique 
temperate forests in the world. Centered in Patagonia 
and straddling both sides of the Andes, these forest 
ecosystems are some of the oldest on earth and repre- 
sent a touchstone to Gondwaanaland — the ancient 
supercontinent which shaped the evolutionary pro- 
cesses for so much of our planet's flora and fauna. Not 



thus sacrificing the structural integrity of much of 
the canopy. Some of the wood will be used for fine 
quality furniture but the majority appears to be 
headed for the woodchipper. Lest anyone forget, 
Trillium's predominate management practice in the 
US is clearcutting, and their strategy in Chile and 
Argentina appears to be appeasement until their 
operations are in full swing. 

As depressing as this news is, the fact remains 
that Argentina and Chile still retain significant chunks 
of native forest located mostly in Patagonia and 
valleys along both sides of 
the Andes. While it is true 
that both countries are es- 
sentially First World econo- 
mies (i.e. they are simulta- 
neously expanding domes- 
tic consumption and export 
markets), neither possesses 
organizational resources 
within their forest agencies/ 
industries comparable to 
those in Australia, Canada, 
New Zealand, the Scandina- 
vian and European countries 
and, of course, the US. Many 
of the intact native forests in 
Patagonia are more threat- 
ened by campesinos (farmers 
and ranchers) burning the 
forest than by logging — a pat- 
Patagonian forests in their pristine state tern common to many tropi- 
cal forest countries. 


surprisingly in this age of commercial greed and over- 
consumption, the conservation status of native forests 
in both countries is rapidly deteriorating. 

In Argentina, 74 percent of the country's native 
forest has disappeared in the last 100 years. In Chile, 
the situation is even worse. According to a report 
released by the Central Bank of Chile in 1995, native 
forest destruction doubled from 1984 to 1994, 
amounting to over 700,000 hectares ( 1 , 729,000 acres) 
deforested. CONAF, Chile's Forest and Park Service, 
estimates a total of 6.3 million hectares (15,561,000 
acres) of native forest remain. However, no truly 
accurate data exists on how much is left. 

Thanks to the Pinochet regime, which 
privatized all forest land and industrial operations 
in 1974, the last 20 years of forestry in Chile have 
resulted in excessive logging, conversion to exotic 
pine and eucalyptus and export-oriented trade 
policies. If current cutting rates continue, the coun- 
try will lose its remaining native forests in another 
20 years. Forest exports, particularly wood chips, 
are booming again due to improving markets in 
Germany and Japan and the development of 
MERCOSUR — the South American version of the 
North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). 

The multinationals have arrived in full force, 
particularly Japanese companies like Mitsubishi, 
Daio Paper and Marubeni. According to Ken Wilcox, 
in his excellent book, Chile's Native Forests, Japan's 
ambassador to Chile believes corporate invest- 
ments in forestry increased almost twenty-fold 
from $35 million in 1990 to $600 million in 1996. 
US, Canadian and New Zealand companies are also 
salivating over Chilean forests and are starting to 
make large investments in land, chip mills, saw- 
mills, pulp and paper plants and export facilities. 

Perhaps the most controversial logging project 
was launched in 1993 by Trillium, an American 
corporation based in Bellingham, Washington. Tril- 
lium purchased 250,000 hectares in Tierra del Fuego 
for $200 million. The fragile forest straddles both 
Chile and Argentina down close to Cape Horn and 
contains a unique 10,000-year old lenga — a south- 
ern beech species — rainforest. Many forest ecolo- 
gists and activists in Argentina, Chile and around 
the world are concerned about logging a native 
forest at this latitude. 

With the assistance of various Chilean foresters 
and scientists, Trillium prepared an ecological man- 
agement plan, but many people are quite skeptical of 
it. Billed as a "sustainable forestry" project, 70 per- 
cent of the trees in selected blocks can be removed, 


Significant areas of native forest can still be 
protected with the right combination of vision, com- 
mon sense and political will. During my travels, I 
encountered plenty of evidence of a growing forest 
protection movement in both countries. The most 
exciting work focuses on efforts to create an Interna- 
tional Sanctuary for Sub-Antarctic Forests. This vi- 
sionary proposal is the product of forest activists in 
Australia, New Zealand, Argentina and Chile, and is 
modeled after the International Whale Sanctuary 
which now protects all whale species south of the 
40th parallel in the Southern Hemisphere. Much of 
the initial momentum for the idea came from Proyecto 
Lemu (Project Forest) coordinator and NFN Argen- 
tina representative Lucas Chiappe and Australian 
forest activist John Seed. These two, along with folks 
from Los Defensores del Bosque Chileno (Defenders of 
Chilean Forests), have started to 
circulate the proposal and gather 
support. 

In Argentina, Proyecto Lemu 
has already organized enough po- 
litical support to create two new 
provincial parks, Cerro Pirque and 
Rio Turbio and a protected area, 

Rio Azul, in Chubut Province. 

These areas are the initial compo- 
nents of an interconnected sys- 
tem of native Patagonian forests 
on the east side of the Andes that 
would start at the northern bor- 
der of Lanin National Park in 
Neuquen Province and extend to 
the southern border of Los Alerces 
National Park in Chubut. This pioneering exercise in 
conservation biology would form the South American 
backbone for the International Sanctuary for Sub- 
Antarctic Forests. These initiatives have helped to 
focus attention on the plight of the southern beech 
(Nothofagus family) species as well as the ancient 
conifers — the alerce and araucaria trees. 

In Chile, exceptional campaigns have protected 
key forest segments that will be the building blocks for 
the International Forest Sanctuary on the wetter, west 
side of the Andes. The best example is the Pumalin 
Park Project, a private initiative organized and owned 
by El Bosque Pumalin Foundation. It encompasses nearly 
300,000 hectares of siempreverde — an evergreen tem- 
perate rainforest containing the most diverse com- 
bination of dominant broadleaf trees in Chile. In 
addition, as much as 35 percent of the remaining 
alerce forest is now protected within Pumalin's 


boundaries. Quite simply, this forest is too wild for 
humans and, given the altitude, slope aspect and 
climatic conditions, represents a serious challenge 
for any bushwhacker. 

Pumalin is fast becoming a world-class destina- 
tion for serious ecotourists. The reserve and park are 
administered by the Foundation for Education, Sci- 
ence and Ecology which is made of seven Chileans 
well-versed in conservation, science and law. Local 
people are heavily involved in all aspects of the 
park's activities, making this project a true model of 
cultural and ecological preservation. 

Another model project is the Cani Forest Sanctu- 
ary which preserves 480 hectares of araucaria forest 
near Pucon. The private reserve was purchased 
through the efforts of a number of individuals and 
organizations and is now administered by the Lahuen 
Foundation in Chile, which offers tours and environ- 
mental education programs for schools. The Lahuen 
Foundation also helped protect Magdalena Island, 
an intact temperate rainforest ecosystem in the fjords 
of northern Patagonia, by securing the transfer of 
35,000 hectares from CONAF. 

The groups in Chile and Argentina go about 
protecting forests in different ways. This is primarily 
due to land ownership policies in Chile, where 
virtually all the forest is privately held. In Argentina 
much of the forest is still in public ownership. The 
fact that Chilean forest exports have grown by 22 
percent in the last decade to become the third 
largest industry in the country, indicates that for- 
estry plays an integral part in the country's eco- 
nomic strategy. Woodchips already comprise 17 
percent of Chile's forest exports — most of which 
comes from native forests. Woodchipping is a far 
greater threat in Chile than in Argentina. 

In terms of the bigger picture, both countries are 
striving to catch up with Western countries' standard 
of living and economic base via large-scale industrial 
development and capital-intensive export operations. 
However, they still possess many indigenous peoples 
and campesinos who live off the land and rely on 
native forests for food, fuel, wood products, medicinal 
herbs and forage for domestic animals. It is a study in 
contrasts as rural communities in these countries are 
simultaneously living in the past and facing a much 
different future due to accelerated industrial forestry. 

It is the responsibility of forest groups and 
activists who work internationally to help pre- 
vent Chile's remaining native forests from being 



Patagonian forests post-multinationals 

turned into short-term commodities. We must 
join forces with the growing number of groups 
and activists in Chile and Argentina who are 
campaigning to end the destruction of these amaz- 
ing native forest ecosystems. 

If you would like to exchange information, 
host activists or get involved with emerging projects 
and issues in Chile or Argentina, feel free to contact 
the following groups: Lucas Chiappe at Proyecto 
Lemu, Epuyen 9211, Chubut, Argentina; 54-945- 
9908 1 ; fax 54-945-99050. Fundacion Patagonia Natu- 
ral at C.C. 160, Puerto Madryn 9120, Chubut, 
Argentina. Hernan Verscheure at CODEFF, Casilla 
3675, Santiago, Chile; 56-2-251-0262 or 251-0287; 
e-mail recnat@codeff.mic.cl. Adriana Hoffmann at 
Defensores Del Bosque Chileno, A. Lopez de Bello 
024, Providencia, Santiago, Chile; 56-2-737-4280; 
fax 56-2-777-5065. 
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by James A. Barnes, Bison Advocacy Project 

Officially, the tally stands at 1,083 bison shot dead. The state of Montana, 
with the enthusiasm and encouragement of the beef industry, and with the 
reluctant but also shameful participation of Yellowstone National Park, has 
managed to wipe out half of the only wild herd of American bison left in the 
world. At last count, researchers recorded only 1,195 animals left in the 
ecosystem, down from as many as 4,000 two summers ago. Every day I get little 
faxes from the Montana Department of Livestock giving me the day's kill tally. 
"Bison Shooting Operation," it's called. 

The state's decided to tough it out; despite the great outpouring of support 
for the bison and outrage against the killing that has reached Governor Marc 
Racicot, there'll be no stopping now. The Racicot administration sees an 
opportunity to make the bison problem go away for a few years— the 
problem being bison eating grass that could otherwise go to beef cattle. So 
the state Department of Livestock (read "fox"), which was given jurisdiction 
over Montana bison (read "henhouse") 
in 1995, is happily carrying out its 
mandate: enforce the state's "zero tol- 
erance" policy on wild bison in Mon- 
tana — kill 'em all. 

With all the absolutely stunning whop- 
pers cattle interests tell about brucellosis 
pathology in bison — the justification for 
all this slaughter — it is hard for the pub- 
lic to get a handle on what is really going 
on. It is easy to accept the sad head- 
shaking of the Livestock boys who say 
how they really love bison, but the Park 
Service has let 'em get out of hand and 
they have to take care of an animal 
disease problem that's just too risky to 
the state's beef producers to be ignored. 

Well I'll tell you what (as if you didn't 
know), it's all lies. 

Brucellosis, a Red Herring 

Brucellosis is a bacterial disease caused 
by the Brucella abortus organism. Cattle 
pass it on tb their calves within the reproductive tract and to other cattle when 
they ingest fresh birth or fetal tissues. Infection generally causes a cow to abort 
her first calf. After that she delivers normally. Naturally, ranchers don't want to 
lose any calves, so nobody wants to get brucellosis in their herd. In addition, 
brucellosis can be transmitted through milk, which made it a threat to human 
health before pasteurization as it can cause undulant fever, a rather nasty, 
crippling disease. 

Yellowstone bison were, at some point, exposed to brucellosis from infected 
cattle. Now the herd shows a 12 percent infection rate, more or less, of which 
only pregnant females can pass on the disease. It is believed that bison transmit 
brucellosis through milk, as the disease does not cause them to abort, as in 
cattle. Bison may carry the disease, but they show no deleterious effects from 
it. Since bison don't mix much with cows, and since they don't abort all over 
the place, it should be no surprise that wild bison have never transmitted 
brucellosis to cows. Never. The cattle industry did buy a veterinary researcher 
at Texas A&M once who pumped a captured bison so full of brucellosis that it 
came out of her ears, to the extent that she aborted her calf. He penned a cow 
right next to her, nose in the fetal tissue and, lo and behold, the poor thing came 
down with the disease too. That, right there, is the sum total of the "science" 
cited by the perpetrators of bison extermination to justify slaughtering bison. 
But what if you note that normally bison don't abort? Montana's State Veteri- 
narian, Clarence Siroky, has answered that question like this: 

If a pregnant bison infected with brucellosis gives birth in the National Forest 
and leaves tissues and fluids in a snowbank in the shade of a tree; and if the 
snowbank persists until late May when cattle come onto the allotment; and if 
a cow licks the tissues in which frozen brucella organisms still survive, then she 
can get brucellosis and devastate Montana's cattle industry. 

Of course this scenario is entirely laughable, but the shooters use this very 
argument for the massacre. At the same time, nearly a thousand of the bison 
shot this year were gutted where they fell — in snow, under trees, in pastures, 
wherever. Some of them may have had brucellosis (no testing was done). The 
gut piles were left where they sat, for anybody to lick. 

The Federal Eradication Effort 

The Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), parent agency of the 
notorious Animal Damage Control, the predator killers, has been demanding 
the removal of bison from cattle-grazing areas by threatening to revoke 
Montana's brucellosis-free status. APHIS, and its predecessor agencies, have 
been managing the federal program to eradicate the disease from the nation's 
livestock herd since 1934. 1998 is the target year for completing this effort, a 
date APHIS is not going to make, so the agency is particularly testy about 
reservoirs of brucella like Yellowstone. Since captive bison are commonly 
ranched in this country and are subject to rules governing livestock disease 
control, APHIS wants the Yellowstone park to manage bison like cattle to 
eliminate the disease, contrary to the Park's natural regulation policy. The Park 
has refused, hence APHIS'S "orders" to Montana. 


But what APHIS and the cattle industry don't want people to know is that the 
agency has no statutory or regulatory authority to threaten a state's brucellosis- 
free status simply on the basis of the disease in wildlife. The laws that authorize 
APHIS to combat brucellosis apply only to domestic stock. APHIS is blowing 
smoke, and so is the industry. However, they're aware of the propaganda value 
of such posturing, which only serves to place increased pressure on the 
beleaguered Park Service to round up, vaccinate, cull and otherwise ranch the 
wild bison of Yellowstone. 

Recently, the National Wildlife Federation filed suit against APHIS for its 
failure to release documents under the Freedom of Information Act justifying 
its directive both scientifically and by regulatory authority. APHIS has neither 
and is stalling. The word is that the agency is going to try to promulgate new 
rules giving it authority to manage (kill) all wildlife it claims pose a disease 
threat to livestock. This possibility represents a power play from agricultural 
interests doing an end-run around environmental laws. Watch out. 

Elk, What Elk? 

Meanwhile, healthy bison, some of 
which carry the brucellosis organism, 
head for National Forests designated 
as winter habitat for Yellowstone wild- 
life, while elk by the thousands winter 
in feedlots in Jackson, WY, hang out in 
hay barns, mix with cattle, sit on 
people's front lawns and try not to 
become winterkill. But elk also carry 
brucellosis and, unlike bison, do abort 
their fetuses all over the place. Yet, 
neither APHIS nor the states of Wyo- 
ming and Montana seem worried about 
their cows getting brucellosis from 
I elk — no threats of disease-free status 
| being yanked, no calls to exterminate 
| them all. Again, the possibility must 
| be considered that brucellosis is not 
g the real issue. 

= It's sad to think that bison merely 
need a hunting lobby that wants to 
see them free-ranging. Unfortunately, 
hunters have heretofore been happy to get their buffalo in the state-directed 
extermination hunts that ended in 1990, and would be pleased to do so 
again. I wish sport hunters would realize how much better the hunting 
would be out on the plains when there are millions of animals to choose 
from. Of course, trying to stick a bison with a spear might be more dangerous, 
but what are you, weenies? 

In fact, elk are the only wildlife that have apparently transmitted brucellosis 
to livestock, and the few modern cases of undulant fever in the US have 
resulted from elk hunters gutting infected elk and getting the disease through 
cuts in their skin. Should all wild elk in Montana be killed? If there is a 
brucellosis threat at all, it is palpably greater from elk than from bison. (There 
are 30,000 elk in the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem). Again, it comes back to 
rank hypocrisy. Bison knock over fences, elk don't. Elk have an enormous 
hunting lobby, able to fend off the cattle interests. Bison don't. And bison eat 
a lot of grass. But the general public would never accept the killing of all 
Montana's bison just because they might knock over some fences. So the cattle 
ranchers cloud the issue. 

Then For God's Sake Why ? 

For decades now, we've known that the settler culture of the northern plains, 
dependent as it has been on constant subsidies and the mining of groundwater, 
is doomed. Counties are depopulating at such a rate that some have already 
become "frontier," too sparsely settled to be politically viable. People from 
these places are scared and will lash out. At the same time, Native nations are 
growing in strength, cohesiveness and influence, and threaten the power of 
Montana and other states, at least in the long-term. 

At the end of the last century, US strategists developed a policy of separating 
Plains Indian people from their "larder," the buffalo. The near-extermination 
of the buffalo was a military decision. The US government let starvation do the 
work its armies couldn't. While Native people have been pleading with 
Montana to let them have the Yellowstone bison rather than shooting them, 
the state has refused. It is not in Montana's interest to help the tribes gain 
economic independence, cultural integrity and political clout. The policy of 
keeping Native people dependent on handouts while preventing them from 
utilizing the bounty that the land provides continues. Indian charitable 
organizations take Yellowstone bison shot in the field — dead bison, Montana's 
"gift" to the Indians. 

Respect and Disrespect 

On March 6, 1 went down to Gardiner, Montana on the northern border of 
Yellowstone National Park for a ceremony called by the InterTribal Bison 
Cooperative— the National Day of Prayer for the Buffalo. Led by Arvol Looking 
Horse, the 29th carrier of the sacred White Buffalo Calf pipe of the Lakota, the 
ceremony was conducted outside the wire pen where wild bison have been 

continued on page 26 
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Protesters at the Montana state capital in Helena, MT 


"Ward 'Valct]/: 

by Philip M. Klasky 

Late into the last night of a three-day spiritual gathering at Ward Valley in 
California's east Mojave Desert, hundreds of people huddled around a mesquite 
bonfire listening to the drum played by a group of Indian activists. The flames 
cast flickering lights across the faces of running children. A Mojave elder sat in 
the clear, cold night, covered with blankets. She explained that she had come 
all the way from Parker, Arizona, to bless and protect the site. Her daughter 
handed her a small, frayed woven pouch. With a hand gnarled by age, the elder 
reached in and pulled out a fistful of corn meal. Singing in Mojave, she threw 
the coarse yellow meal in the four directions. A chill took my spine as she 
screeched like an owl at the end of her song. 

Ward Valley is a wide, tilting valley in the southeast corner of California's 
Mojave Desert. The five lower Colorado River Indian tribes and environmental 
and social justice activists have been battling to stop a proposed radioactive 
waste dump here. The proposed dump site is surrounded by eight wilderness 
areas and is in the midst of critical habitat for the threatened desert tortoise. 
Nearby are the pristine golden canyons and cave paintings of the Old Woman 
Mountains. To the east, the foothills of the Stepladder Mountains are covered 
in a forest of cholla cactus. Ward Valley is home to golden eagles, red-tailed 
hawks, sidewinders, tortoises, song birds, coyotes, jack rabbits and kit fox. In 
the spring and fall chicory, sunflower and dandelions carpet the ground. Smoke 
tree and screwbean mesquite line the washes, and during monsoon showers, a 
wall of water six-feet high can speed down the watercourses. 

America's nuclear power industry, anxious to rid itself of the long-lived 
and highly dangerous radioactive waste from power plant sites, has launched 
a political campaign to open a national dump at Ward Valley. The industry 
has directed California Governor Pete Wilson to pursue plans to bury 
radioactive wastes in shallow, unlined trenches above an aquifer 18 miles 
from the Colorado River. The area is sacred to the Fort Mojave, Chemehuevi, 
Cocopah, Quechan and Colorado River Indian tribes. Last year, scientists 
with the United States Geological Survey issued a report that identified five 
subsurface pathways by which nuclear wastes leaking from the Ward Valley 
site would reach the Colorado River — source of water for 22 million people 
in the Southwest and Mexico. 

The industry has been engaged in a well-financed public relations campaign 
to present the dump as a safe and remote repository for short-lived medical 
wastes. However, according to Department of Energy statistics, 85 percent of 
the waste slated for Ward Valley would come from nuclear reactors. A very small 
portion of the waste, less than 15 percent by volume and less than one percent 
by radioactivity, would come from medical sources. Most medical waste is 
short-lived and can be safely and economically stored where it is generated. 

Dump opponents believe that plans are to turn Ward Valley into a national 
repository for the nuclear waste from America's aging reactors. The Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission has unilateral emergency access powers to direct 
waste to any open dump. The Southwestern Compact Commission, adminis- 
tered by gubernatorial appointees from the compact states, has already voted 
to accept out-of-compact waste. 

Governor Wilson has selected a notorious waste management firm as the 
dump contractor. US Ecology has left a trail of leaking dumps and litigation 
across the country. Their nuclear dumps in Illinois, Kentucky, Washington and 
Nevada are leaking dangerous radioactive materials into the surrounding 
ecosystems. Two of their toxic waste dumps are Superfund sites. 

For the last ten years, a diverse coalition of environmental and social 
justice organizations have been battling the dump in the courts, in the 
media and on the ground. Environmental organizations and Indian tribes 
have notified the federal government that any attempt at a federal land 
transfer leading to the construction of the dump would trigger a lawsuit 
asserting the protections of the Endangered Species Act. Similar litigation in 
1993 stopped a federal land transfer and led to the designation of 6.4 million 
acres of critical habitat for the desert tortoise. Activists have vowed to 
protect the site with nonviolent direct action. 

The Department of the Interior has called for a Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Statement (SEIS) to explore new information which has surfaced since the 
original EIS in 1 99 1 . The unified Indian tribes, acting as the Colorado River Native 
Nations Alliance, requested status as a "cooperating agency" in the federal SEIS 
process. This designation would give the Alliance an opportunity to be directly 
involved in the drafting, scope and analysis of the final SEIS document. In this 
way, the Alliance could directly assert the importance of Ward Valley and the 
desert tortoise to indigenous cultural, religious and economic interests. 

The state office of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) rejected their request. 
In so doing, the BLM violated federal environmental justice mandates which direct 
agencies to encourage full participation in land-use decision-making processes. 

Responding to the government's decision, Fort Mojave tribal leader Steve 
Lopez remarked, "First they force us off our traditional lands and put us on 
reservations, then they accuse us of living off the government. We want to be 
self-sufficient, we want to be able to farm our lands and now, after threatening 
to poison our land and our water, they refuse to recognize our rights." 

In 1994, President Clinton signed the Executive Order on Environmental 
Justice recognizing that low-income communities and communities of color 
suffer disproportionately from environmental hazards. Last year, at the urging 
of the Alliance, the Environmental Protection Agency's National Environmen- 
tal Justice Advisory Committee designated the dump proposal an environmen- 
tal justice issue and called for an environmental justice impact analysis. The 
tribes have asserted repeatedly that the dump project would violate their 
human rights and have called upon the EPA to halt the project. 
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Sacked THimt? 

The greatest threat to Ward Valley comes from Congress. Senator Frank 
Murkowski (R-AK) and Representative Don Young (R-AK) have promised to 
introduce legislation that would force a federal land transfer at Ward Valley and 
exempt the dump from all existing environmental regulations. The maneuver 
would preclude the public's right to challenge the dump in the courts. 

Opposition to the dump is growing. The diverse coalition of nuclear scien- 
tists, medical professionals, economists, community activists, city and county 
governments, environmental, social justice, wilderness protection, indigenous 
rights and endangered species organizations and Native American leaders has 
been working to protect Ward Valley. This struggle has become a movement 
linking environmental and social justice issues. 

Gatherings at Ward Valley attract hundreds of people. Sunrise ceremonies, 
storytelling, prayer rituals by Indian elders, traditional Mojave gourd songs 
and bird dances, Aztec dancers from Mexico and Spirit Runs (traditional relay 
runs across the desert) accompany workshops on radioactive waste, desert 
ecology, community organizing, nonviolence and political strategy. In the 
fall of 1995, a group of activists began a permanent occupation of the site 
which continues to this day. 

In the Mojave Desert, periodic windstorms scour the landscape and polish the 
stars in the night sky. Outside the Avi Hotel and Casino on the banks of the 
Colorado River the wind blows with ferocity. Tumble weeds dance helplessly across 
the sand, and a raven, buffeted by gusts, takes refuge in a thicket of mesquite trees. 

Inside the hotel, a meeting between representatives of the lower Colorado River 
Indian tribes and the federal government is coming to a close. Tribal leaders take 
turns expressing their adamant opposition to the dump proposal. The tribal 
leaders speak with dignified, urgent eloquence, explaining that they will not and 
cannot move from a place they have inhabited "since time immemorial." 

A Mojave elder rises to speak. She speaks about her children and how she must 
protect them. As she sings a traditional song describing her people's tie to the land, 
even the most disaffected bureaucrats take notice and listen. But do they hear? 

Contact the Bay Area Nuclear (BAN) Waste Coalition for more information 
about Ward Valley. Call or write 2760 Golden Gate, San Francisco, CA 94118; 
(415) 752-8688 or (415) 868-2146. 


Ward Valley Protest 
Reaches New Heights 



by Sherry Meddick and Bradley Angel 

On April 17 two Greenpeace members rappelled off the roof of the 
California State Capitol building and unfurled a massive 35'x25' banner to 
protest Governor Wilson's support for the proposed Ward Valley radioactive 
waste dump. The dramatic protest represents an escalation of opposition to 
the dump plan. In further defiance of Governor Wilson's demand that 
federal officials "secure" Ward Valley and evict the ongoing protest encamp- 
ment at the site, Indian Nations and environmentalists joined together April 
25-27 at Ward Valley in the largest protest yet against the dump. 

Governor Wilson is aggressively advocating for the controversial radioac- 
tive waste dump proposed for Ward Valley. Recently, Wilson announced 
that the state would enter the Ward Valley area and conduct tests, despite 
the rejection of this plan by the US Interior Department. These tests would 
cause significant damage to the area, including further destruction of 
critical habitat for the endangered desert tortoise. 

On February 6, 1997, the Fort Mojave and Quechan Indian Tribes and the 
Colorado River Native Nations Alliance filed an Administrative Complaint 
with the US Departments of Interior and Energy. Governor Wilson was 
charged with violating Title VI of the United States Civil Rights Act for 
promoting a dump which would have a disproportionate and discrimina- 
tory impact on indigenous peoples. 

^ - ^ 




The US Senate voted 65-34 on April 
15 to ship as much as 33,000 tons of 
high-level nuclear waste from 43 states 
around the country to Nevada. The 
vote was in favor of Senate bill 104, 
this year's so-called "Mobile Chernobyl 
Act." If enacted, this bill would autho- 
rize the development of an "interim" 
high-level, above-ground nuclear dis- 
posal and storage facility at Yucca 
Mountain, Nevada no later than No- 
vember 30, 1999. 

In addition, a permanent under- 
ground nuclear disposal site at Yucca 
Mountain, just 100 miles from Las 
Vegas, is being studied, but a decision 
on this plan is pending for another 
four years. Even then, the project is 
not likely to be completed until 2015. 
S. 104 would allow waste to be sent to 
the "interim" site as soon as 2003. 
Spent nuclear fuel and other high- 
level nuclear waste would be shipped 
through communities across the 
United States to Yucca Mountain for 
disposal. The fear of nuclear accidents 
on the road has given the plan the 
Mobile Chernobyl nickname. 

The vote on S. 104, sponsored by 
republican Senator Larry Craig, who 
represents big business in Idaho, and 
republican Energy Committee Chair- 
man Frank Murkowski from Alaska, 
sets Congress up for what seems likely 
to be a rerun of the fight over Yucca 
Mountain in the 104th Congress. An 
identical bill also passed the Senate 
last year on a vote of 63-37, an insuf- 
ficient margin to override a promised 
presidential veto. This year's senate 
vote on S. 104 was just two votes shy 
of overriding a Clinton veto. A House 
companion bill is expected to be in- 
troduced this summer. 

While the nuclear industry is pres- 
suring Congress to pass legislation 
that would allow nuclear operators 


to deal with the spent fuel piling up 
at the nation's 109 power plants, 
environmental groups are solidly 
against this measure. 

Michael Mariotte, executive di- 
rector of the Washington-based 
Nuclear Information and Resource 
Service (NIRS) has been leading the 
opposition. On February 11, NIRS 
presented President Clinton and 
Senate Majority Leader Trent Lott 
with 40,000 petition signatures op- 
posing the "interim" disposal plan. 
There are also 129 environmental, 
religious and citizens organiza- 
tions that have registered 
their opposition. 

These groups advocate 
that an Independent 
Commission be con- 
vened to fully reex- 
amine and reevaluate 
radioactive waste 
policies. 

Testifying before 
the Senate Energy 
committee on Febru- 
ary 5, Mariotte said 
there really is no crisis 
in the nuclear industry. 

"This bill attempts to ad- 
dress a radioactive waste 
disposition 'crisis' that sim- 
ply does not exist. It would do 
so by running roughshod over pub- 
lic health and safety standards and 
existing law intended to protect both 
our democracy and the environment. 
It would increase the number of ex- 
isting radioactive waste sites in our 
nation by one and decrease the num- 
ber by zero," Mariotte said. 

"The bill would set into motion 
the unprecedented transportation 
of radioactive waste through 43 
states and the District of Columbia, 
including through major cities such 


• • • 


as New York, Los Angeles, Chicago, 
Jacksonville and across America's ag- 
ricultural heartland," Mariotte said. 
If even a minor accident were to 
occur, the US does not have a trained 
and supplied transportation infra- 
structure to respond. The derailment 
of a nuclear waste train on the 
French-German border in February 
is an indication that accidents can 
and will happen. 



It's plain 
S. 104 would 
ronmental 
would set ex- 
radiation expo- 
and would also 


to see that 
be an envi- 
nightrpare. It 
tremely high 
sure standards 
circumvent all 


federal, state and local environmen- 
tal laws, including the Clean Air Act, 
Clean Water Act, Safe Drinking Wa- 
ter Act and more. . 


Nevada Governor Bob Miller is a 
long-standing opponent of the plan 
to put a high-level waste site in his 
state. In response to proposed 
changes in the regulations covering 
Yucca Mountain, Governor Miller 
wrote then-Energy Secretary Hazel 
O'Leary on December 24, 1996 stat- 
ing, "One can only assume that the 
Department of Energy officials be- 
lieve that Yucca Mountain would be 
disqualified as a repository under 
the existing... guidelines. This ap- 
proach appears to continue a tra- 
dition of this program: If Yucca 
Mountain can't meet the 
safety rules — then change 
the rules... the proposed 
approach, if adopted, 
will result in a legal 
challenge by the State 
of Nevada and further 
erode the credibility 
of an already contro- 
versial program." 

Ultimately, the de- 
cision on Yucca 
Mountain rests with 
President Clinton. If 
the legislation is ap- 
proved by Congress, he 
can still veto it. And, even 
if he signs the measure into 
law, he can still call a halt to 
the project before December 31, 
1998. Voice your concerns over this 
nuclear boondoggle to Congress and 
Clinton before it's too late! 

Contact your federal congressional 
members at House Office Building, 
Washington, DC 20515; (800) 972- 
3524. Bill Clinton, The White House, 
Washington, DC 20500; (202) 456- 
1111. For more information on this 
issue contact the EnviroLink Net- 
work at (412) 683-6400; e-mail 
support@envirolink.org. 


• Congratulations to John Muir Sierrans Chad Hanson, Betsy Gaines and Michael 
Dorsey for winning three seats on the Sierra Club national board. Our alpha wolves have 
successfully reclaimed the power of the pack in America's oldest and largest environmen- 
tal group, no easy feat. Look for big kills this year on the legislative field as these strong 
hearts lead the pack with zero tolerance for industry on our public lands. 

., • Rising out of a pack afflicted by distemper since the 1970s are Ruckus 

% Society's Mike Roselle and Heartwood's Andy Mahler. These rogue wolves 
have also won board member status, unseating a tired, old guard at 
Greenpeace. These two bloodthirsty leaders will surely team Greenpeace 
up with other packs to sink their fangs into the corporate cow 
this year. 

Much respect goes out to political lone wolf 
Mike Swaim, the mayor of Salem, Oregon 
who publicly denounced the Forest Ser- 
vice for releasing the Sphynx timber sale 
and boldly praised the ragged pack of 
wild Cascadian wolves tirelessly resist- 
ing the logging there. Swaim described 
forest activists disrupting the logging of 
Sphynx in subfreezing winter conditions 
and being arrested one after another as 
"heroes" and called for more arrests in 
the nonviolent tradition of Gandhi and 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

• British priest Rev. John Papworth earns 
an ethically unrestrained wolf for saying it 
is no sin to shoplift as long as the victim is 
a big supermarket. Referring to the giant 
British retailer, Rev. Papworth said, "Jesus 
said, 'Love your neighbor', he didn't say 'Love 
Marks and Spencers.'" The Rev. Papworth ar- 
gues that giant corporations have run little stores 
out of business and harmed local communities. 



& Poodles 


• Dave Foreman wins an extra fluffy, well manicured, pompous 
poodle for actively campaigning in the past against the newly 
adopted zero cut logging on public lands position of the Sierra 
Club. What's more, US News and World Report credits Dave as 
"leading the anti-logging campaign." Let's hope that the newly 
elected John Muir Sierrans keep this sniveling little ankle biter on 
a choke chain and put him through another aggressive course at 
the civil disobedience behavior school. 

• Norway is acting like a parvo poodle with Hershey squirts, 
attempting to have international oceans defender, Captain Paul 
Watson, extradited from the Netherlands for anti-whaling activi- 
ties it convicted him of in his absence. All wolves are needed to put 
this poodle in its place and call on Clinton, 

Congress and US and Canadian consulates to 
Free Paul Watson! (See Bare Bones on page 23.) 

• British police win a rabid, foaming at the 
mouth poodle on prozac for unduly 
arresting a Sussex man protest- 
ing outside the home of a 
Kent veterinarian who 

signs live animal export - ■* * * 

certificates. The non- 
violent activist was 
nicked for "causing 
alarm, distress and ha- 
rassment. " What did he 
do? He called a police 
officer by his first name, 

George! For this, he was 
taken to jail and given 
bail conditions not to go 
within a 20-mile radius 
of Dover! Crap arrest! 
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by Amy Lavangie 

After a year of relative quiet, the Sears Island (aka Wassumkeag) cargo 
port and chip mill controversy is heating up again. A year ago, Maine's 
governor, Anus King, abandoned the project citing a "negative envi- 
ronmental climate." But it seems he's gone delusional again and may 
need to be reminded of just how harsh the climate can be. 

In February, it was announced that Anus added two million 
dollars to the proposed state budget at the last minute so that the 
state could purchase the island before the lease/purchase option 
agreement ran out on March 3 1 . The budget was approved, despite 
vehement opposition by Republican senators, and the purchase 
deadline was extended to December 22. The island is owned by 
developers Fieldcrest-Gannon and the full price is $4 million. The 
head of the Department of Transpor- 
tation (DOT), John Melrose, sees the 
DOT "in a very strong position to 
arrange the purchase before Decem- 
ber 22, " stating further that the DOT 
"will now conclude efforts to secure 
the balance through private third 
parties." Anus has refused to give the 
specifics of his latest plan to destroy 
the island, but said that he would 
like to revive the DOT'S cargo port 
plan at some point and would also 
like to see "other industrial uses" on 
the island. A (y)up-scale housing de- 
velopment has been mentioned. But, 
of course, the cargo port would ruin 
the yuppies' view and they might 
oppose the plan. No one, not even 
delusional Anus, dares say the word "woodchips" any more, at 
least not publicly, but that doesn't mean that he's given up the 
three-part strategy to destroy the island, destroy the Penobscot 
Bay ecosystem and ship Maine's forests overseas. 

A group of island land-trusts and big money conservation groups 
would also like to buy the island and create a wildlife refuge (with 
hunters and tourists among the humans they hope to draw to this 
"refuge"), but they can't even make a bid until the state legislature 


decides whether or not they will buy the island. 

This is just the latest in a 20-year battle over who gets to destroy 
this 941-acre area on the mid-coast of Maine. Eighteen years ago 
environmental activists successfully prevented a nuke plant from 
being built. In the early 1980s, the state's consultants lied about the 
existence of wetlands on the island to allow destruction for the cargo 
port to begin. A causeway, which disrupts the tidal flow, was built 
at a cost of $25 million! The island was also scarred with access roads. 
Five acres of wetlands were illegally filled in and a staging area was 
partially constructed. 

A few years later, the Sierra Club exposed the wetlands scam and 
filed a lawsuit that temporarily halted destruction until a mitiga- 
tion compromise was reached that allowed the continued degra- 
dation of Sears Island. Then Anus 
became governor and promised that 
not only would he complete the cargo 
port (a taxpayer expense of approxi- 
mately $100 million), but he'd throw 
in a chip mill as well. 

In 1995, the Supplemental Environ- 
mental Impact Study was released and 
though the impacts of a chip mill 
„ weren't considered, the study raised 
| environmental concerns among some 
T state and federal regulators, including 
I the Environmental Protection Agency. 
| They agreed that the impact on 
| Maine's largest (relatively) undevel- 
oped island and Penobscot Bay would 
be severe. 

Meanwhile, regional EF! gatherings 
were held on the island, followed by actions at public hearings and 
DOT headquarters. Eventually Anus was forced to admit defeat, 
but the island remains unprotected. 

The status of the island and Anus' plan change almost daily. If 
you'd like to be kept posted of major developments (pun intended) 
and especially if you'd be willing to come to Maine to help out, 
contact Wassumkeag EF! at POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 or Maine 
EF! at POB 183, Harmony, ME 04942. 



Sears Isalnd, Maine 


Forest Service Blowin’ Snow at Vail 


by Poppin' Johnny 

In the summer of 1996, the White River 
National Forest Supervisor, Sonny LaSalle, 
Region 2's "Salvage Slut," approved the 
expansion of Vail Ski Resort in Colorado — 
Super Vail. Vail Associates (VA), the parent 
company of the ski resort and real estate 
company, thought they were on the fast 
track to a 1,000-acre expansion. They al- 
ready have the second-largest ski resort in 
North America and own 40 percent of 
Colorado's ski industry. The Freddies 
showed little regard for the potentially se- 
vere ecological impact and public outrage 
generated by the proposed expansion. Many 
citizens felt the US Forest Service blindly 
supported the proposal. 

Appeals and opposition have now stalled 
the proposal temporarily. Yet opponents 
remain concerned that they have not seen 
the last of this project. The ski industry is an 
over-financed, development-driven threat 
to the wildlands in the southern Rockies. 
Unfortunately for our public lands and bio- 
logical diversity, the industry has the Forest 
Service in its back pocket. 

The Two Elk Creek area rises from the 
lowlands of the Eagle River Basin, near the 
town of Minturn, Colorado. It ascends from 
a sage valley floor to critical old-growth 
spruce/fir forests on its southeastern edge. 
According to the Colorado Division of Wild- 
life and the Forest Service's own biologists, 
these forests are considered prime denning 
habitat in a core reserve for the Canadian 
lynx, a species presently considered for list- 
ing under the Endangered Species Act. 

Two Elk's north facing aspects are home 
to spruce/fir, lodgepole pine and aspen 
stands. These are unroaded and diverse 
areas. The south-facing aspects include 


open grasslands (created by a fire earlier in 
the century), cliffbands and isolated aspen 
stands. Ski lifts and trails, bike trails and 
access roads now serrate this portion of the 
drainage. For most of the year humans on 
skis or bicycles enjoy Vail Ski Resort's "back 
bowls" which inundate more than one- 
third of the Two Elk drainages. 

Despite this disturbance, the last lynx con- 
firmed to exist in Colorado was found near 
Two Elk Creek, and lynx have been reported 
in the drainage as recently as 1991. Super 
Vail would fracture what remains of the Two 
Elk roadless area, possibly the home of one 
of the last remaining lynx populations in 
the southern Rockies. 

The Forest Service decision to approve Su- 
per Vail allows VA to increase its skiable terrain 
by nearly 1,000 acres. The supervisor's deci- 
sion called for clearcutting and selective thin- 
ning of old-growth stands for ski trails and lift 
access. To add insult to injury, Sonny recom- 
mended road construction through a lush 
old-growth stand for timber hauling, rather 
than using the resort's well-maintained road 
system and driving through the community 
of Vail. The Forest Service appears to believe 
that the remaining lynx in the Two Elks drain- 
age are less likely to be disturbed by the bull- 
dozers and 80,000-pound logging trucks than 
are many of Vail's affluent residents. 

In a political maneuver of the lowest 
class, the supervisor is also attempting to 
change the White River Forest Plan so as to 
avoid violating his own standards. In a 
classic case of, "If you can't beat the law 
then rewrite it," the Forest Service began to 
eliminate the minimum habitat require- 
ment for the lynx. The proposed Super Vail 
expansion may push the species below a 40 
percent habitat capability requirement 


which would violate the Forest Plan. Rather 
than following common sense and protect- 
ing a critical piece of habitat, the Forest 
Service bent over for the ski industry by 
erasing the standard. The forest plan amend- 
ment, if allowed, would let the Forest Service 
rubber stamp Super Vail, even if habitat 
capability was less than 40 percent. 

Environmental groups from Colorado 
have long called for the protection of this 
land. Timber harvest and roading in the 
Two Elk drainage was stopped in 1974, and 
wilderness characteristics were explored 
sometime thereafter. The Forest Service 
continues to manage this land with an 
emphasis on ski resort development, de- 
spite continued pressure to manage it for 
wildlife and wilderness characteristics. 

The most recent expansion approval was 
appealed by locals and environmental groups 
throughout Colorado. The appeal resulted 
in a remanded decision and significant de- 
lays. VA's projection to begin construction 
in the summer of 1996 was never met. Eight 
months later, after supplemental analysis 
and significant public demonstration, the 
Forest Service is still attempting to approve 
this devastating proposal. 

Public comment on the Forest Service's 
attempted forest plan amendment is now 
being solicited. Send written comments to 
Loren Kroenke, Holy Cross Ranger District, 
POB 190, Minturn, Colorado 81654. Let him 
know the forest plan should not be altered to 
allow for VA's expansion. The 40 percent 
standard is not enough; its elimination is 
simply unacceptable. This amendment sets a 
bad and dangerous precedent. The project 
should be amended to fit within the law, and 
the law should not be changed to accommo- 
date Vail's profit-hungry dreams. 
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Big Woods EF! and Greenpeace inflate a 30-foot 
chainsaw at Canton Lumber to protest redwood sales. 


by Eric Carlson 

Big Woods Earth First! struck another 
blow to the forest destroyers and the 
bureaucracy which facilitates the de- 
struction of the last of Minnesota's 
northern wilderness. Stung by the win- 
ter road blockade at the Little Alfie tim- 
ber sale, the US Forest Service has de- 
layed logging on 38 additional sites sold 
illegally. Many of these sites, each equat- 
ing to 23 acres, have stands of rare, old 
red and white pine. The Forest Service's 
reassessments proved to be a direct re- 
sult of our actions at Little Alfie. 

In mid-December, braving subzero 
temperatures, a group of 30 forest de- 
fenders successfully turned away a log- 
ging company headed for 3,500 pines 
slated for execution. The activists had 
acquired internal memos "hidden from 
public file" which stated that the sale 
compromised the National Environ- 
mental Protection Act (NEPA). Little 
Alfie naturally regenerated after a forest 
fire some 115 years ago. However, only 
trees 1 20-years old are considered under 
old-growth protection guidelines — an- 
other five years and no death sentence. 

Approximately one to two percent 
of the ancient forests in Minnesota 
remain uncut and only three percent 
of the white pines have reached ages 
over 120 years old. Pines can live up 
to 400 years. 

Mother black bears use the older 
white pines as baby sitters for their 
cubs. The cubs easily climb the solid 


furrows around the trunk and 
take refuge in the crown. Also, 
researchers have found that 80 
percent of eagle and osprey 
make their nests in the sturdy 
branches of the white pines. 

After Little Alfie, the Forest 
Service reviewed 500 sites, en- 
compassing 1 1,500 acres in the 
Superior National Forest, 
which had already been sold 
to the timber industry. About 
800 acres will receive a reprieve 
until next winter. 

The Forest Service sold off most 
of this wilderness to timber and 
paper giants, Potlatch and Boise 
Cascade. Potlatch has doubled 
its timber consumption and predicts 
that by 1999, a square-mile of trees will 
be cut each day in Minnesota's North 
Woods. An aspen monoculture is the 
farm of choice for these greedy compa- 
nies. Aspen have contiguous root sys- 
tems and grow fast in clearcut areas. 
The biodiversity of the forests, white 
pines, balsam, etc. is being replaced by 
a wake of aspen stumps no more than 
six inches in diameter. 

Just one week after the Sierra Club 
cut a deal with the Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) to back off 
on its commitment to contest the 
100 percent expansion of Potlatch 
in exchange for some white pine 
protection on state lands, Big Woods 
Earth First! challenged that agree- 
ment and reaffirmed our no com- 


promise position at the Forest Re- 
source Council. 

The Forest Resource Council, ap- 
pointed by the governor, represents the 
forest product industries, USFS, hunters 
and the compromise environmental 
groups — Nature Conservancy and 
Audobon. The council was mandated 
by the Minnesota legislature to provide 
voluntary recommendations to the for- 
est industry and government agencies 
regarding forest management. In other 
words, the council does little more than 
formalize the status quo for industry. 

Big Woods Earth First! will hold a 
regional rendezvous and action train- 
ing over Memorial Day Weekend. Con- 
tact Big Woods EF! at 2441 Lyndale 
South, Mnpls, MN 55405; (612)871- 
7110; paarise@mtn.org. 


Taking the Wild Out of the Wolf 


BY SOREN WUERTH 

By a 7-0 vote, the Alaska Board of Game recently passed 
a controversial wolf sterilization plan that proposes to 
protect the Fortymile Caribou herd. They expect to share 
the plan as a model for game management in other areas. 

The plan to sterilize wolves was billed as a political 
compromise among a "team" of local hunters, Native 
representatives, government officials and environmen- 
talists who began meeting in 1994. The team's goal is to 
increase the size of the Fortymile Caribou herd that 
roams the boreal-forested interior east of Fairbanks and 
across into Canada. 

An earlier, controversial plan to artificially inflate the 
herd size by killing wolves was withdrawn in 1992, when 
critics showed that the herd was getting larger without 
"management." This time around, the Alaska Department 
of Fish and Game (ADFG) gathered its supporters 
first, pulling together a team of 20 
representatives from various groups. 

During the initial meetings, one of 
the four people invited to represent 
the environmental position was so 
disgusted with the plan, she re- 
signed. Later, the Alaska Wildlife 
Alliance also resigned and re- 
leased Dr. Gordon Haber's 
technical review, "Caribou 
and Wolves in the Fortymile 
Region of Alaska." 

Haber, a wildlife scientist with 30 
years of field experience observ- 
ing wolves, charged that the 
ADFG did not accurately depict 
the benefits of the plan. He said the entire plan is based on 
the false premise that there is a problem with the caribou 
herd. He says caribou should be viewed as a single, expan- 
sive population since various herds often merge with one 
another. For example, this winter 50,000 caribou from the 
Nelchina herd merged with the Fortymile herd. 

Nevertheless, ADFG biologist Craig Gardner, who 
has tirelessly crusaded for wolf control and publicly 
encouraged the trapping of wolves in the Fortymile 
area, promotes the "Fortymile Caribou Management 





Plan" with unrelenting zeal. 

Meanwhile, trapping in the area has intensified. Ac- 
cording to ADFG, last year 128 wolves were killed, about 
half the number of all the wolves inhabiting the area. 
Most of the animals were tortured and killed by "satura- 
tion" snares. This draconian method — walls of nearly 
invisible wire that clutch and constrict around wolf legs, 
moose muzzles, eagles wings, etc.— helped make ADFG 
famous in 1995 when video clips of a hapless ADFG 
biologist shooting snared wolves was aired by CNN into 
America's living rooms. (Using a small-caliber gun, it took 
the biologist five shots to kill a wolf caught in a snare.) 

While trapping is also included as part of the plan, the 
new proposal is marketed as "non-lethal" wolf control. 
At their first— and only— public hearing in Anchorage, 
the Fortymile Plan team told a skeptical crowd that the 
best evidence they had for the success of field steriliza- 
^ tion was the research of a university student steril- 
izing foxes in Australia. 

) Still, two "environmental" organizations — the 
Northern Alaska Environmental Center (NAEC) and 
the Alaska Wilderness Recreation and Tourism Asso- 
ciation (AWRTA) — continue to support the plan. 

In The Comeback Trail, Ronnie Rosenberg of 
NAEC writes that "should wolf sterilization prove 
successful, it could be utilized in other settings as an 
alternative to killing. Thus, as a secondary benefit, 
the plan provides the opportunity to advance the 
science of wildlife management while 
simultaneously saving animal 
lives." 

AWRTA, the state's eco-tour- 
ism confederation, has yet to 
explain its involvement in the un- 
and inhumane plan. Its role is curious, 
considering that eco-tourism businesses were the ones 
most impacted by the Boycott Alaska campaign that 
began when former Governor Wally Hickel launched a 
massive, state-funded wolf kill program in 1992. 

Excerpted from Wild Voices. To receive a copy, write POB 
230916, Anchorage, AK 99523; (907) 566-2468. For more 
info contact the Alaska Wildlife Alliance, POB 202022, 
Anchorage, AK 99520; (907) 277-0897; fax (907) 277-7423; 
e-mail: awa@akcache.com. 
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ADC Kills 
For Sam 
Donaldson 

by Patt Wolff 

A New Mexico wildlife activist has 
won her Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) lawsuit forcing the federal 
’ government to release documents 
| detailing taxpayer-financed wildlife 
killing on ranches owned by ABC 
newsman Sam Donaldson and Con- 
gressman Joe Skeen. 

Patricia Wolff filed FOIA requests 
for the documents in July and August, 
1996. After waiting six months for the 
documents to be released, Wolff hired 
attorney Steve Sugarman to sue the 
federal government in US District 
Court in Santa Fe for violation of the 
federal FOIA law. 

"The release of the documents helps 
us show the kind of government as- 
sistance that freeloading welfare 
ranchers like Skeen and Donaldson 
are getting for their livestock opera- 
tions, at the expense of taxpayers and 
wildlife," Wolff said. "This is a vic- 
tory for all citizens who've had to 
contend with lawless bureaucrats and 
government agencies." 

The released documents include 
agreements, signed by Sam Donaldson, 
requesting federal Animal Damage 
Control (ADC) agents to kill coyotes, 
bobcats, mountain lions and black 
bears on his Lincoln County, New 
Mexico, sheep ranch. Killing methods 
authorized by Donaldson included 
leghold traps, neck snares, denning 
(killing coyote pups in their dens), 
shooting, M-44 sodium cyanide poi- 
sons and aerial gunning. 

The documents also show that be- 
tween October 1, 1991, and July 31, 
1996, ADC agents made 412 visits to 
Donaldson's ranch. One ADC agent 
reported spending 1,296 hours, or 
162 staff days, working on 
Donaldson's behalf. Between 1991 
and 1996, ADC agents reported they 
killed 74 coyotes, three bobcats and 
two foxes for Donaldson. 

According to the released docu- 
ments, New Mexico Congressman 
Joe Skeen also asked ADC to kill 
coyotes, bobcats, mountain lions and 
black bears on his Lincoln County 
ranch, using the same methods au- 
thorized on the Donaldson ranch. 
Between October 1, 1991, and July 
31, 1996, ADC agents reportedly 
made 99 visits to Skeen's ranch and 
worked there for 315 hours, includ- 
ing 16.4 hours of aerial hunting. 
During that entire period, ADC re- 
ported killing only three coyotes. 

"I'm suspicious of the numbers on 
these reports, " Wolff said. "Either they 
did not fully report what they were 
killing or they spent half their time 
sleeping in their trucks. But if you 
accept their reports as truthful, fed- 
eral agents made 412 visits to Sam 
Donaldson's ranch and killed 79 wild 
critters on his behalf and also made 
99 visits to Joe Skeen's ranch to kill 
three coyotes." 

Exactly how much these activities 
cost taxpayers was not disclosed, but 
Wolff estimates the work done on 
behalf of Donaldson and Skeen alone 
probably amounted to a subsidy of at 
least $100,000. 
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Plutonium: NASA Probe 


by Karl Grossman 

It was brighter than the brightest 
star, said John Van der Brink, and had 
a tail about 12 times the width of the 
full moon with "sparkling bits sort 
of coming off the back of it. This 
was an extraordinarily spectacular 
event." From his vantage point in 
the mountains of northern Chile, 
where he and his wife had gone to 
watch meteors, he had "no illu- 
sions that it was anything other 
than a piece of space debris, " falling to 
Earth through the ink black night sky. 

What Van der Brink, recently re- 
tired as an electronics specialist from 
the European Southern Observatory 
in Chile, and other eyewitnesses saw 
last November 16 was Russia's Mars 
'96 space probe descending along a 
swath of Chile and Bolivia and scat- 
tering its remains across a 10,000- 
square-mile area. The probe carried 
about a half pound of deadly pluto- 
nium divided into four battery canis- 
ters that were to serve as electricity 
sources for Mars rovers. Like their US 
counterparts, the containers were 
touted as sufficiently strong and heat 
resistant to remain intact, no matter 
what. The US is now admitting that 
may not have been the case. 

"Named after Pluto, god of the un- 
derworld, [plutonium] is so toxic that 
less than one-millionth of a gram, an 
invisible particle, is a carcinogenic 
dose," emphasized Dr. Helen 
Caldicott, president emeritus of Phy- 
sicians for Social Responsibility. "One 
pound, if uniformly distributed, could 
hypothetically induce lung cancer in 
every person on Earth." 

The National Security Council's di- 
rector of legislative affairs, Gordon 
Bendick, discounted the dangers, "If 
[the canisters] burned up in the atmo- 
sphere, bottom line here, if they 
weren't heat resistant enough to stand 


what I would call a nonstandard reen- 
try pattern, the release was maybe up 
to 200 grams of plutonium, which is 
like a drop of blood in the Pacific 
Ocean. There is no environmental 
problem with a couple of hundred 
grams.... If in fact this thing sur- 
vived reentry into the atmosphere 
and came down and crash impacted 
on the earth — they were meant to 
penetrate the earth, much as the 
containers with the plutonium-238 
were meant to penetrate Mars, their 
original target — they'll never be found. 
And even if they did and were found, 
people could walk around with them 
in their pants pockets for the rest of 
their lives and never be bothered.... If 
it became particulate matter after dif- 
fusing in the atmosphere, burned plu- 
tonium would be much similar to open 
air testing that the French did in the 
Pacific as recently as a few years ago." 
Nor was that possibility dangerous, 
since "we can find no positive causal 
link" between radioactivity released 
in atomic bomb testing done by the 
US in Utah, for example, and cancer, 
Bendick claimed. 

Such serenity did not always reign. 
When the US Space Command an- 
nounced on November 17, 1996, that 
the wayward Russian probe "will reen- 
ter the Earth's atmosphere... with a 
predicted impact point... in east-cen- 
tral Australia" in a matter of hours, 
President Bill Clinton telephoned Aus- 
tralian Prime Minister John Howard. 
He offered the "assets we have in the 
Department of Energy" to deal with 
any radioactive contamination. 

Howard placed the Australian mili- 
tary and government on full alert and 
held a press conference to inform the 
Australian people of the potential dan- 
ger. The US television networks all fea- 
tured stories on their Sunday evening 
news programs. "Mars probe expected 
to fall within hours," reported CNN. 


Russian Space Agency spokesman 
Vladimir Ananyev admitted, "We've 
got a problem." Russian NTV televi- 
sion reported, "Unburned bits of the 
station could hit the Earth. To make 
matters worse the station has four 
thermoelectric generators fueled by 
radioactive plutonium." 


Back in Australia, some people "hit 
the panic button when President 
Clinton rang the Prime Minister, " re- 
ported the Irish Times from Adelaide: 
A "national crisis" had been "sparked 
by this interplanetary ballistic bungle. " 
Others hit the bottle: "A barkeeper in 
the tiny outback town of Tibooburra 
offered his customers free beer after 
officials announced the probe might 
land in a nearby swamp." 

In fact, belying its motto of "Masters 
of Space," the US Space Command — 
the arm of the US Air Force charged 
with space warfare and tracking 
manmade objects in space — had made 
the first of a series of blunders. Through 
November 1 7, the day after the Mars 
'96 space probe had already fallen on 
South America, the Space Command 
remained focused down under. 

The succession of errors caused "a 
government source" to tell Space News, 
"I think it's a real black eye for the US 
Space Command and their space track- 
ing capabilities." 

In fact, on November 17, the Space 
Command made another not-so-mas- 
terly prediction: The probe would fall 
not on Australia, but to the east, in the 
Pacific. It then updated this report 
with news that Mars '96 had fallen in 
the Pacific just west of South America — 
between Easter Island the coast of 
Chile. "The Mars '96 probe landed in 
the water," heralded USA Today. "That 
means the radioactive batteries in its 
lander vehicles with their... ounces of 
potentially lethal plutonium, lie at 
the bottom of the ocean." 

Prime Minister Howard went before 
Australia's House of Representatives, 
"It does appear that what we all have 
is a happy ending to the saga of the 
Russian spacecraft." The Washington 
Post ran the headline: "Errant Russian 
Spacecraft Crashes Harmlessly After 
Scaring Australia." 

They were all wrong. On Novem- 
| ber 29, 12 days later, the US Space 
|| Command completely revised its 
I account yet again. It changed not 
£ only where but also when the probe 
fell — not off South America but on 
Chile and Bolivia, and not on No- 


vember 17 but the night before. 

Months later, the fate of the probe 
and the plutonium it carried remains 
unclear. The US, which gave a presi- 
dential-level pledge of "assets" to Aus- 
tralia to deal with any radioactive con- 
tamination when it looked like the 
probe was falling on Australia, was not 


providing any major assistance to 
Chile or Bolivia. Dr. Luis Barrera, an 
astrophysicist and director of the As- 
tronomy Institute at the Universidad 
Catolica del Norte, suspects NASA 
doesn't want too much attention paid 
to the crash because bad publicity 
might impact NASA's already contro- 
versial plan to launch a record 72.3 
pounds of plutonium on its Cassini 
probe scheduled for October. 

While the Mars '96 accident was an 
embarrassment to the Russian space 
program and the US Space Command, 
as well a potential nightmare for the 
region affected, it "is a gift to those 
who would challenge the Cassini mis- 
sion and other nuclear-powered space 
missions," commented Steve 
Aftergood, a senior research analyst 
for the Federation of American Scien- 
tists. "It reminds us all that not only 
can accidents happen, but they do 
happen with disturbing regularity." 

Bringing that message home in a 
spectacular way was the January 17, 
1997, explosion of a Delta II rocket 
lofting a $ 40-million Air Force naviga- 
tional satellite. The 12-story, $5 5-mil- 
lion rocket blew up 13 seconds after 
launch, turning the windy sky over the 
Cape Canaveral Air Station into a dis- 
tinctly unpatriotic Fourth-of-July-style 
fireworks display. "T ake cover immedi- 
ately from falling debris," announced 
an Air Force officer over the public 
address system at the launch site. "I say 
again, take cover immediately from 
falling debris." As the burning frag- 
ments descended over a wide area, a 
cloud of toxic chemicals formed above 
the site and began drifting out to sea, 
then back to land and then south along 
Florida's Atlantic Coast. It contained 
nitrogen tetrozide and mono- 
methylhydrazine, components of the 
rocket's fuel — both described by NASA 
documents as "deadly if a person comes 
into contact" with them. Residents as 
far south as Vero Beach, 100 miles 
away, were told by the Cape Canaveral 
officials to stay inside, close all win- 
dows and doors, and turn off air condi- 
tioning and heating units. At the Cape 
Canaveral Elementary School, Brad 



Cape Canaveral, Florida 




Cassini is scheduled to reach Saturn in July 2004. 
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Puts Life on Earth at Risk 


Smith, a fourth and fifth-grade teacher, 
described the cloud as having "weird 
purples and blues and reds." He said he 
pushed wet paper towels under the 
door to his classroom to keep the rocket 
fumes away from his students. 

The accident occurred just where a 
Titan IV rocket is scheduled to launch 
the Cassini probe carrying 72.3 pounds 
of plutonium, more than has ever 


312 miles above the Earth's surface. 
But if there is a miscalculation or mal- 
function and it comes in too close and 
undergoes what NASA calls an "inad- 
vertent reentry, " it could burn up upon 
hitting the 75-mile high atmosphere, 
spreading plutonium over a wide area. 

NASA PR material gives the impres- 
sion that even then, the plutonium 
would not be dispersed as cancer- 


Not counting all the other causes of death... 
we're talking in the order of 10 to 20 million 

extra deaths. 


been used on a space device. Accord- 
ing to Global Network Against Weap- 
ons and Nuclear Power in Space coor- 
dinator Bill Sulzman, the Delta II 
blowup and other accidents "show 
that launch and flight failures are rou- 
tine and that any claim that there is 
no real danger from Cassini is false. In 
fact, adding nuclear cargo to the situ- 
ation is a setup for catastrophe." 

The Cassini probe is to be launched 
on a Titan IV rocket despite its poor 
record. In 1993 another Titan IV blew 
up, 101 seconds after launch, from 
Vanderberg Air Force Base in Califor- 
nia, blasting to smithereens an $800- 
million spy satellite system it was loft- 
ing. "Workhorse, My Foot," was the 
title of an editorial in Space News after 
that mishap. "The Titan frequently is 
referred to by its misnomer, the work- 
horse launcher," said the space indus- 
try publication. "But it has proven to 
be more of a temperamental and or- 
nery show horse." 

In the wake of the Mars '96 and 
Delta II accidents, and with Cassini 
and other US space projects involving 
nuclear material planned, the Florida- 
based Global Network is stepping up 
its fight against nuclear power in space. 
In March, it plans a series of gather- 
ings in Europe to rally support and 
will hold a protest at Florida's Kennedy 
Space Station on October 4, two days 
before the proposed Cassini launch. A 
sit-in on the launch pad to physically 
prevent the Cassini launch is one of 
the actions planned, said Bruce 
Gagnon. "We're talking about at- 
tempting to get onto the launch pad 
through whatever nonviolent means 
are necessary. We think it's important 
to try and stop this launch." 

Whether or not Cassini explodes or 
is even launched, its use of radioactive 
material has already done damage. In 
July 1996, Los Alamos National Labo- 
ratory reported increased contamina- 
tion of workers and equipment and 
cited work on Cassini's plutonium- 
fueled systems as the primary cause. 

If the Cassini mission goes forward, 
many more people could be impacted. 
The initial danger is that a blowup on 
launch could break open or melt the 
plutonium-carrying canisters and 
spread radioactivity. The second po- 
tential flash point is the "slingshot 
maneuver" planned for 1999. In this 
"flyby" scheme, 22 months after 
launch, NASA will swing Cassini back 
toward Earth in order to use the 
planet's gravitational force to gain 
enough velocity to propel the probe 
on to Saturn, its final destination. Dur- 
ing that passover, Cassini is to fly just 


cal quantity of a potent alpha-emit- 
ting cancer producer. The number of 
cancer doses is so high as to make 
calculations extraneous. Scientists 
and engineers in control of their 
faculties would surely have elimi- 
nated this proj ect from their agenda. 
Yet it appears that is not the case." 

Of the 25 known US space missions 
involving nuclear power there have 
been three accidents. The Soviet and 
now Russian failure rate has been the 
same: about 15 percent. That includes 
the Soviet Cosmos satellite which in 
1978 disintegrated as it crashed to 
Earth over Northwest Canada, leav- 
ing a swath of nuclear debris over tens 
of thousands of square miles. Recent 
causing vapor and respirable particles. US space probe missions involving 
But, in fact, the space agency's Final plutonium were Galileo (with 50 
Environmental Impact Statement pounds of plutonium onboard) 
(FEIS) for the Cassini Mission totally launched in 1989, and Ulysses (with 
contradicts that, saying, if the Cassini 25 pounds) in 1990. Indeed, carrying 
probe dips into the Earth's atmo- up Ulysses and its plutonium was to 
sphere during the "flyby," a sizable be the next mission of the ill-fated 
portion of the plutonium fuel would Challenger in 1986. 
be released, including much of it as Moreover, plutonium-power is not 
"vapor or respirable particles." necessary for the Cassini mission. So- 

The Cassini Mission FEIS says that lar photovoltaic energy could substi- 
if there is such an "inadvertent reen- tute to generate the mere 745 watts of 
try" during the planned Earth "flyby" electricity that the plutonium-pow- 
of Cassini on August 16, 1999, and ered system is to provide. In 1994 the 
the probe breaks up dispersing plu- European Space Agency announced a 
tonium, "approximately five billion "technology milestone," a "break- 
of the estimated seven to eight bil- through" in "high efficiency" photo- 
lion world population... could re- voltaic solar cells specifically for use 
ceive 99 percent or more of the ra- on deep space probes, 
diation exposure." Global Networks' Gagnon says an 

As for the death toll, NASA says in additional reason NASA insists on us- 
its FEIS that despite the radiation ing nuclear power on Cassini "beyond 
exposure, which it 
acknowledges 
could impact bil- 
lions of people, 
only 2,300 cancer 
deaths would "oc- 
cur over a 50-year 
period to this ex- 
posed population." 

However, Dr. 

Ernest Sternglass, 
professor emeritus 
of radiological 
physics at the Uni- 
versity of Pitts- 
burgh School of 
Medicine, after his 
review of the data 
contained in 
NASA's FEIS, said 
that "they underes- 
timate the cancer 
alone by about 
2,000-4,000 times. 

Which means that 
not counting all the 
other causes of 
death — infant mor- 
tality, heart disease, 
immune deficiency 
diseases and all 
that — we're talking 
in the order of ten 
to 20 million extra 
deaths." Consider- 
ing the additional The Cassini spacecraft in the Payload Hazardous Servicing Facility 

potential causes of death, the total pressure from DOE, the national 



death toll "may be as much as 30 to 40 
million people." 

Dr. John Gofman, professor emeri- 
tus of radiological physics at the Uni- 
versity of California at Berkeley, says 
just the amount of plutonium NASA 
admits could be dispersed in a "flyby" 
accident "represents an astronomi- 


nuclear laboratories and Lockheed 
Martin and the nuclear industry" is 
the "military connection." The Penta- 
gon is seeking to use nuclear power for 
weaponry in space. NASA, seeing its 
funding shrink with the end of the 
Apollo moon missions of the 1960s 
and early 1970s, began coordinating 


its operations with the Pentagon to 
keep its funding up, and continues to 
"work in step with the military." 

General Joseph W. Ashy, com- 
mander-in-chief of the US Space 
Command, told Aviation Week & 
Space Technology recently how the 
US Air Force intended to "expand 
into" space. "We will engage terres- 
trial targets someday — ships, air- 
planes, land targets — from space. We 
will engage targets in space, from 
space... it's politically sensitive, but 
it's going to happen. Some people 
don't want to hear this, and it sure 
isn't in vogue... but — absolutely — 
we're going to fight in space. We're 
going to fight from space and we're 
going to fight into space." 

As for the energy for the weaponry 
that the US military would like to see 
used in space — such as laser weapons, 
particle beams and hypervelocity 
guns — an Air Force report entitled New 
World Vistas released last year said 
there were "power limitations" for 
space weapons today. "A natural tech- 
nology to enable high power is nuclear 
power in space," asserts the report. 
"Setting the emotional issues of 
nuclear power aside, this technology 
offers a viable alternative for large 
amounts of power in space." 

Despite the danger signs with 
which Mars '96 and Delta II lit the 
sky, the Clinton administration is 
pushing ahead not only with Cassini, 
but with other nukes in space. In 
September, the administration an- 
nounced a national space policy that 
included the development of 
nuclear-propelled rockets for mili- 
tary and civilian uses. The Defense 
Special Weapons Agency will work 
on "multiple nuclear propulsion con- 
cepts" for military missions, while 
NASA's Marshall Space Flight 
Center's Advanced Concepts Divi- 
sion, along with Los Alamos National 
Laboratory, will develop nuclear pro- 
pulsion for civilian uses. 

Meanwhile, at the 14th Sympo- 
sium on Space Nuclear Power and 
Propulsion in Albuquerque in Janu- 
ary, scientists from Brookhaven Na- 
tional Laboratory recycled a plan to 
rocket high-level nuclear waste into 
space. The US government had pro- 
posed this same scheme decades ago, 
but rejected it out of fear that an 
accident on launch or a fall back to 
Earth would douse the planet with 
atomic waste. 

Recent events, says Gagnon, "show 
that despite all the claims by NASA 
and others, technology can fail, that 
spacecraft can fall out of the sky and 
burn up on reentry. The Mars probe 
accident followed by the Delta II 
explosion gives us two clear examples 
of what can happen with Cassini... 
and Cassini, meanwhile, is one of 
many nuclear space missions to 
come — lethal undertakings which we 
must stop." 

US acknowledgment that radiation 
may well have been released over 
Chile and Bolivia when the Mars 
probe nose-dived back to Earth is 
tacit admission that safety systems 
are not foolproof. 

Says John Pike, director of the Space 
Policy Project of the Federation of 
American Scientists: "If you like Mars 
'96, you'll love Cassini." 
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Direct Action Disrupts 
Russian Nuker 

by Vladimir Slivyak 

About 25 activists blockaded the office 
building of the Siemens AG company in 
Moscow on Tuesday, March 25. The action 
was organized by the Antinuclear Cam- 
paign of Socio-Ecological Union and mem- 
bers of Rainbow Keepers. Activists chained 
themselves to the entrance of the building 
with handcuffs and banners reading, "No 
more reactors!" and "Siemens' death." 

After more than an hour the police ar- 
rested about six activists who were released 
two hours later without being charged. The 
blockade succeeded in stopping all the work 
of Siemens' office for a day. As a Siemens' 
representative told the protesters, "We've 
lost a large medical equipment contract 
because of this action." 

"Siemens' contracts are dirty business. 
Siemens is involved in the construction of 
a new nuclear reactor, VVER-640, near the 
Leningrad nuclear plant. They'd never con- 
struct the same reactor in Germany, as 
they told the German media. Siemens is 
lobbying the European Commission for a 
loan to complete two old, Soviet-designed 
reactors at the Kalinin and Rostov nuclear 
sites. But these projects have met local 
resistance and are illegal under Russian 
laws. We're calling for a boycott of Si- 
emens everywhere in the ex-USSR," said 
Vladimir Sliviak of the Socio-Ecological 
Union's Antinuclear campaign, Eurasia's 
largest nongovernmental environmental 
organization campaigning against new 
nuclear reactors and Siemens in Russia. 

"We'll not stop this campaign until Si- 
emens will get out of this country and the 
dirty nuclear business in Russia and East- 
ern Europe," added Sliviak. 

For more information, contact the Socio- 
Ecological Union's Antinuclear Campaign- 
Siemens boycott, POB 211, 121019 Moscow, 
Russia; 7-095-298-3087. 
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REPATRIATE 
STOLEN 
TIMBER 


Timber stolen from the 
Nuxalk Nation (an indigenous 
people from the west coast of 
Canada) was recovered from a 
UK timber yard on April 9. The 
timber was handed over to the po- 
lice who have been asked to keep it 
while investigating the rightful owner. 
They have also been asked to prosecute 
the yard for handling stolen property. 
The Nuxalk have never sold or ceded their 
lands, signed them away by treaty, or lost 
them in battle, so they consider the tim- 
ber to be rightfully their property. 

About 40 activists from Forest Action 
Network UK invaded the seven-acre yard 
of International Timber in Manchester. 
They climbed the roof of the storage sheds 
with banners saying, "Stop Buying Stolen 
Timber," and, "Interior and Mac-Bio: Tim- 
ber Thieves," while other activists below 
reclaimed 15 or so planks of western red 
cedar. Four Nuxalk, including Hereditary 
Chiefs Qwatsisnas, Snuxyaltwa and 
Kw'puts dressed in traditional regalia and 
assembled outside the yard to witness the 
liberation of their property. 

While hard-hats looked on in disbelief, 
assorted police and their cars arrived and 
milled around, not quite able to cope 
with the fact that the protesters tried to 
hand them the timber. 

The timber, shipped by Interfor and 
MacMillan Bloedel (two large corpora- 
tions which clearcut on Nuxalk lands), 
was carried to the local police station. 



After an hour of negotiation, Chief In- 
spector Kirby finally issued a receipt for 
the timber and retained it in the station. 
However, he refused to talk to the Nuxalk 
people, as he was clearly uncomfort- 
able with what was becoming a (minor) 
international incident. On the follow- 
ing day, the police told the Forest Ac- 
tion Network that they were talking 
with the Canadian Embassy as they 
were uncertain how to proceed. 

The protesters insist that Interna- 
tional Timber, its parent company 
Meyer International and all other com- 
panies handling timber from the Cana- 
dian rainforest, should be prevented 
from selling anymore until the issue of 
legal ownership of the timber has been 
dealt with. - 

For more information contact the For- 
est Action Network UK at 4 Kingsley 
House, Avonmore Place, London, En- 
gland, W14 8RY; phone +44 171 602 
5889; e-mail: wildwood@gn.apc.org or 
higgs@envirolink.org; http://www. 
envirolink. org/orgs/f an/uk. 


German Mass Movement Resists Nil Ice Skipment 

Gorleben Action! 


The first week of March saw the biggest 
mobilization ever of police in peacetime 
Germany as they forced through a shipment 
of nuclear waste containers to the storage 
depot at Gorleben, near Hamburg. 

Over 30,000 police were mobilized for 
the operation which began when six stor- 
age flasks (Castors) were moved from their 
base at Neckar Westheim in southern Ger- 
many the previous Friday. Protests took 
place during the weekend, with 30,000 
people marching from Luneburg and trans- 
port links being sabotaged. The flasks were 
moved by train as far as Dannenburg, where 
they were confronted by 3,000 people. The 
tracks were cut through and people ce- 
mented themselves to the rails, delaying 
the arrival by over eight hours. 

For the last 15 kilometers to Gorleben, the 
Castors were loaded onto specific reinforced 
lorries to travel by road. They were con- 
fronted by massive resistance. Of the two 
possible routes, one was made impassable 
by 50 tractors belonging to local farmers. 
Tunnels were dug under the road as well. 
The other route was lined with police virtu- 
ally the whole way, and a new law was 
passed making it illegal to go within 50 
meters of the road. 

At midnight on Monday the police began 
moving more than 4,000 people who were 
sitting in front of the gates near the Castors, 
initially by picking them up, then hosing 
them with a water cannon and finally by 
drawing truncheons on them. Some people 


dangled from the trees above the Castors. It 
took over eight hours to remove them all. 
When the Castors were finally ready to 
move, thousands of people who had been 
staying in different camps near the route 
were mobilized, employing various tactics. 
The Castors were confronted by 1,000 
Autonome (German anarchist types) who 
erected burning barricades in the field out- 
side the village of Quickborn. A full-scale 
battle ensued, with the German state em- 
ploying helicopters, water cannon and ar- 
mored cars to force the transports through. 

Finally, a group of 50 protesters managed 
to get through to the Castors, and one man 
locked onto the trucks. At one point, riot 
police who had tried to slash the tires of 
tractors blocking the road, were chased 
away by a crowd of over 100 people and 
then had to be rescued by helicopter! Be- 
cause the route was so heavily policed, the 
Castors were hardly delayed once they had 
begun, but they got through at an esti- 
mated cost of £53 million and with accusa- 
tions of gross mismanagement by the op- 
position MPs. It is unlikely that there will 
be any more transports for two years. With 
over 60 percent of Germans opposed to 
nuclear power and thousands prepared to 
take direct action, it is questionable that 
the authorities will ever be able to repeat 
such an action. 

Reprinted from Earth First! Action Update. 
To subscribe send £5 to Dept. 29, 1 Newton 
Street, Manchester, Ml 1HW. 


Life in Shell Continues 


EarthCulture, a group dedicated to tropical wood-use reduction, led a troop 
of bicyclists to protest Shell Oil's horrible environmental and human rights 
track record and their recent proposal to drill in Peru. Seventy-five activists 
descended upon a Greensboro, NC Shell station on March 23, chanting, 
holding banners and blocking one of the entrances. The group of bicyclists 
circled the gas pumps while the media had a field day! Afterward, 20 activists 
shut the Shell station down by linking arms around the pumps and politely 
refusing to leave when seven police cars showed up. No arrests were made. 

Shell will be drilling for gas this July in an indigenous reserve in Peru, 
unless we can act quickly to stop them. This $2. 7-billion project will be one 
of the largest gas operations in South American history. The proposed site 
is home to the Nahua and Kugapakori peoples, and Shell's presence threat- 
ens to displace them from the land, expose them to disease and possibly 
wipe them out completely. 

Shell's disregard for the earth and its peoples is nothing new. International 
outrage erupted when nine members of the Ogoni tribe were hanged in 
November, 1995, for opposing Shell's operations in Nigeria. One of those 
hanged was Nobel Peace Prize nominee, Ken Saro-Wiwa. Eighty anti-Shell 
demonstrators were shot in a 1990 massacre by Shell-supported guards. Shell 
also spilled 40 percent more oil in Nigeria from 1982 to 1992 than the Exxon 
Valdez in Prince William Sound. 

If you would like to do a demonstration or get the word out in another way 
in your area, your help is certainly needed. Contact us and we can send you 
materials and offer other assistance in setting something up. 

You can write Shell's Peruvian headquarters telling them you are opposed 
to their flagrant disregard for indigenous rights and the rainforests. Write to 
Alan Hunt, Av. Nicolas Arriola No. 740, Lima 13, Peru; fax 01 1-51 12-242-037. 

Contact EarthCulture, POB 4674, Greensboro, NC 27404; (910) 854-2957; 
http : //sipnsurf . com/ -graham /earth . html . 


Tribe Threatens Mass 
Suicide to Protest Oil 
Exploration 


About 4,000 members of the 
Columbia's U'wa tribe recently 
threatened to commit mass suicide 
if oil exploration takes place on their 
ancestral lands. The indigenous com- 
munity believes that drilling for oil 
inflicts wounds on Mother Earth that 
could have deadly consequences not 
only for the tribe, but for the whole 
of humanity. 

The Colombian Environment Min- 
istry issued an authorization for oil 
exploration in indigenous territory 
on the border with Venezuela by Oxy, 
a branch of the US company Occi- 
dental. Multinational oil companies 
are already active in the areas sur- 
rounding the tribal territory. The Con- 
stitutional Court of Colombia ruled 
in February that the necessary con- 
sultation process with the U'wa has 
not occurred. This failure is in viola- 
tion of the Colombian Constitution 
and Convention 169 of the Interna- 
tional Labour Organiza- 
tion. Now 


the government of Colombia has 30 
days to carry out the consultation. 

"All honorable men and women 
understand that the path one fol- 
lows by causing wounds to Mother 
Earth is a deadly one," said Jose 
Cobaria, spokesperson for the U'wa, 
warning that members of the U'wa 
tribe may be left with no other 
alternative than collective suicide 
if drilling goes ahead. He issued an 
appeal for help from the interna- 
tional community, "so that they 
help the white man understand the 
meaning of the life of the people 
and animals." 

According to Carlos Sanchez of 
the Organizacion Nacional Indigena 
de Colombia, the decision by the 
court is not necessarily a good one 
for the U'wa although it delays ex- 
ploration. At the end of the 30-day 
period the government can still 
unilaterally decide to continue oil 
activities in the region whether or 
not the U'wa agree to it. This is 
because the term "consultation" is 
not defined. 

Tribal leaders descended 
from the Sierra Ne- 
vada Cocuy moun- 
tains, 200 miles II sss^rs* 




Greensboro activists blockade a Shell station. 


SHELL MERCERS OBSCURE OWNERSHIP 

“Which Station?” 

Shell Oil Company, a Delaware Corporation owned 100 percent by Royal 
Dutch Shell Group, is "blurring" its corporate identity and environmental 
responsibility while deepening its pockets with a series of mergers. These 
mergers will reduce the Shell identity and delegate environmental responsi- 
bility down to independent companies where the only beacon is the financial 
bottom line. This "blurring," using non-Shell company names and merging 
with AMOCO in Texas, New Mexico and Colorado, Texaco throughout the 
country and Mobil in California, rids Shell of its corporate responsibility. 

Shell has been no environmental friend, but creating these independent 
operating companies will leave oversight in the hands of local and regional, 
over-promoted managers who want to make a big name for themselves 
financially by cutting the bottom line to zero. 

Examples are rampant; the leak/spill history of Shell subsidiaries, despite being 
touted as "reduced" by Shell, is dismal in critical wetlands areas in California. 
Shell pipeline's compliance record amounts to, "Don't fool with it unless we get 
caught," and Shell Oil Products has the Martinez spill record and other huge 
environmental problems in Wood River, Illinois. 

Additionally, the blurring of corporate identity makes agencies and law- 
makers give the new company the "benefit of the doubt" — not realizing that 
the same people have been getting by with the same things for decades under 
a different name. This should be publicized and eliminated. Continual 
neglect and shabby operating practices, lack of surveillance, lack of repairs 
and lack of prudent operating controls, shutdowns, corrosion programs for 
prevention of leaks, etc., should be tracked down and eliminated! Boycott 
Shell! Boycott Amoco! Boycott Texaco and Mobil! Boycott cars! 


northeast of Bogota to neighboring 
towns to discuss the court decision. 
The U'wa consider oil the "blood of 
mother earth" and say drilling will 
destroy their culture. They have re- 
fused repeated efforts by Occidental 
to make a deal. "What is sacred we 
don't sell or negotiate," said Ebaristo 
Tegria, an U'wa lawyer. 

Oxy believes the proposed oil field 
to be worth billions of dollars, as 
preliminary seismic tests indicate 
that the field could contain between 
1-2.5 billion barrels of oil. The field 
could be one of the largest in the 
hemisphere. Robert Stewart, 
Occidental's manager of corporate 
affairs, said, "We wouldn't have gone 
through all of this if we didn't think 
the field was worth it." 

Please send letters to the President 
of Colombia, calling on him to re- 
spect the rights of the U'wa people 
and their decision to not allow Occi- 
dental to continue its oil activities in 
their territory. 

Please send letters to President 
Ernesto Samper at fax +571 286 7434, 
with copies to Minister of the Inte- 
rior Horacio Serpa Uribe at fax +571 
284 0619, Minister of the Environ- 
ment Jose Vicente Mogollon at fax 
+571 336 2011 and Organizacion 
Nacional Indigena de Colombia at 
fax +571 284 3465; e-mail: onic 
@colnodo. apc.org. 
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Big Mountain Resistance Building - Send More Help! 

TnTnl _ This means that numerous families are 

by EF. Supporters on the Land affected because they do not have a 

The attack on the Dineh elders and voice or any recourse when the head of 
families of Big Mountain has been the household signs. The AA was estab- 

led by the US Government, Peabody lished to facilitate an agreement be- 

Coal and the Hopi Tribal Council for tween the US and the Hopi Tribal 

24 years. It has been a movement Council. It states that the Hopi Tribal 

fueled by greed and lies, organized Council will receive $50.2 million if 

to relocate the Dineh from their sa- the Council drops 30 lawsuits against 

cred ancestral home in order to mine the US and if 85 percent of the families 

the land for coal. sign. About 75 Dineh heads of house- 

March 31 marked the deadline for hold signed the AA which ultimately 

families to sign the highly restrictive affected around 270 families. The Hopi 

"Accommodation Agreement (AA)." In Tribal Council was successful in attain- 

short, those Dineh families who sign ing their 85 percent sign quota and the 

are only allowed to live on the land for $50.2-million bounty is forthcoming. 

75 years, under the complete jurisdic- After March 31, the Federal Office of 
tionof the Hopi Tribal Council. The AA Navajo Hopi Indian Relocation was au- 

also states explicitly that individuals thorized to issue eviction notices to the munities everywhere and to the media, across the fence line to the Navajo Par- 

who violate any three laws of the Hopi resisting families. Representatives from Forming and improving solid Big Moun- titioned lands. Lawrence, who was a 

Tribal Council will be evicted. The laws the office began to go to the resisting tain support networks will help to these legal adult at the time, did not sign away 

may be as trivial as wood gathering families to let them know that they ends. Calls for support will continue his hogan on the Hopi Partitioned Land, 

without a permit, keeping a junker car, have 90 days to decide if they want to until the harassment and threat of relo- He has remained a resident there ever 

etc. Three strikes and you're out! Fami- voluntarily move. If the families refuse cation ends. It is crucial for people to since. The Hopi Tribal Rangers say he 

lies who sign the AA essentially forfeit to move, they will be forcibly relocated, know that during the next few months, does not exist on the census surveys 

all their freedoms and concede to the Although it is thought that forcible vital groundwork is being developed that were taken, even though he him- 

fascistic dictums of the Hopi Tribal relocation will not occur until after Feb- between supporters and resisters who self was one of the census takers on the 

Council. Although both the Navajo ruary 1,2000, no assurances of this have are working together to create a founda- land. On January 8, 1997, 13 of his 

and Hopi Tribal Councils were estab- been made. The families of Big Moun- tion that will not be broken! sheep and goats were impounded and 

lished by the US and don't always rep- tain will be relocated to New Lands, the Pauline Whitesinger, a resisting elder, he was issued a citation for trespassing 

resent the values of the traditional sight of America's largest radioactive says, "At this time I am being harassed by the Hopi Rangers. He had 90 days to 

people, the Navajo Tribal Council has spill. Twenty-five percent of the Dineh during religious ceremonies, and I am leave his land, which has now expired, 

rejected the AA. relocated there have already died. affected by livestock impoundments. I and he is subject to arrest at anytime. 

The first weeks of April were marked This does not mean that Big Moun- will not sign because I do not trust the The Hopi Rangers stated that on April 9 

by intense moments of coercion and tain should be put on the back burner lease agreement. It is because the future his hogan would be bulldozed, 
harassment of the traditional Dineh for the next three years! Harassment generations are threatened with land In response to this threat EF!ers and 

families resisting relocation by the Hopi and impoundment of livestock con- loss and displacement. This is my posi- other supporters mobilized to nonvio- 

Tribal Council and their lawyers. A tinues and is likely to escalate during tion. Please help us." We all must take a lently defend Lawrence's home. The 

number of Dineh signed the AA in fear this time period. serious look at what we can do for these Direct Action Fund played a key role in 

of losing their culture and land to relo- Many people disregard what the Hopi indigenous people. Relocation is geno- supplying vital communications and 
cation. About 15 families did not sign Tribal Council has to say, and they cide for the Dineh! video equipment for this purpose. April 

the AA because they are unwilling to believe that the resisting families will be Those who attended the Earth First! 9 has come and gone with our presence 

compromise their lives and the future harassed and forcibly removed from Activist Conference in February will alongside Lawrence and his home. No 

of the land. The AA was set up to allow their land when the issue is diverted remember hearing Lawrence Altsisi's bulldozers. No Hopi Rangers. This dem- 

only the "head of the household" to from the media and there is a lag in powerful explanation of the serious pre- onstrates that nonviolent witnesses at 

sign. According to the government's support on the land. We must counter- dicament he and other Dineh resisters Big Mountain are effective in prevent- 

plan, this one person, the elder, repre- act this threat with vigilant support on are faced with. In 1988, after 16 years of ing, or at least delaying, human rights 

sents much of the extended family. the land and persistent outreach in com- intense harassment, his family relocated abuses. Whatever happens at his home 

will set a precedent for how the other 
resisting families are treated. Therefore, 
it is vital that we maintain a stronghold 
of support at his hogan. There are other 
Dineh like Lawrence also boldly resist- 
ing relocation that need urgent support 
from our movement. 

Corporate interests and governing 
powers are ripping apart the last of the 
Dineh's ancient culture. This is a call to 
stop this intolerable abuse! People 
should be in contact with their regional 
Big Mountain Support Group or start 
one so that the Dineh can have solid 
outside support. Please, keep your 
prayers for Big Mountain strong. Those 
who want to come to the land should be 
trained in nonviolence, be self suffi- 
cient and have the ability to document 
and witness any form of harassment. 
Documentation can be more effective 
with solid communications equipment 
such as CB's, scanners and handheld 
radios. It is highly advised to come with 
a 4x4 or sturdy vehicle. If we maintain 
a constant presence of support and docu- 
mentation, the sacred land and culture 
of Big Mountain will be defended! 

Contact Sovereign Dineh Nation at 
POB 40319, Flagstaff, AZ 86004; (520) 
522-8683; fax (520) 522-8741; e-mail: 
sdn@primenet.com; http://www. 
primenet.com/~sdn/ or the SDN-Dineh 
Alliance Sub-Office POB 2889, Window 
Rock, Az 6851 5;(505)-37 1-5551; e- 
mail: dineh@ primenet.com. To hear 
more about Lawrence's situation write 
to him: Lawrence Altsisi POB 838, 
Kykotsmovi, AZ 86039. 
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PAIN COMPLIANCE HOLDS 



Breathe Grasshopper, the pain is only in your head. 


by Kirk Murphy, M.D. 

As activists, we face injuries and threats so a handful 
of armed thugs can make the trains run on time for 
those who destroy species, ecosystems and human 
communities with taxpayer dollars. Ominously, our 
freedom and personal safety are violated by those with 
guns and badges so that the timber barons and corpo- 
rations can hurry and clearcut the nation's forests. 

The widely reported use of pain compliance holds 
(PCHs) against forest defenders engaged in peaceful 
civil disobedience is unacceptable on many levels. 
Fundamentally, the use of violence against the passive 
violates the sacred person and the inalienable rights of 
the individual being, in this case a human. Violence 
against the nonviolent violates international law and 
treaty obligations, medical ethics and the professional 
standards of the law enforcement community. The 
aggressor, in the case of forest defenders, is often a 
Forest Service Law Enforcement Officer (aka Freddie), 
Bureau of Land Management officer or a private 
security guard. The officer is also violated, through 
visceral immersion in sadism — inflicting pain on an- 
other to relieve one's distress, arousal and frustration. 
The community is violated as well, in the sense that its 
most powerful expression, the willingness of its people 
to place their bodies in the path of destruction, is 
maned by violence. 

As a physician with formal subspecialty training 
in treating trauma victims, my eye-witness observa- 
tion of the routine use of PCHs against nonviolent 
citizens began in Oregon at the Horse Byars II 
protest on August 10, 1996. My training in the long- 
term consequences of PCHs continued as I met and 
worked with activists at Anpo and Headwaters. I 
found that many of those who were locked down 
and out of public view had been subjected to PCHs 
and deliberate psychological torture involving ex- 
plicit threats of pain. Law enforcement officers 
repeatedly threatened to mace those locked down 
in the face, and there was a single report of a Freddie 
directly and accurately stating that such a misuse 
could kill the forest defender! 

In addition, many forest defenders reported being 
deliberately exposed to hypothermia, solar radiation 
burns, frostbite and other tissue damage by the forc- 
ible removal of their protective clothing. Finally, 
many reports have surfaced from forest defenders that 
their bodies, limbs, hands and feet were deliberately 
twisted in a manner which could only lead to imme- 
diate pain and potential injury from fracture, rupture 
or compression of nerves, arteries, veins, bones, muscles 
and tendons. Eyewitnesses have collaborated that in 
several incidents across multiple states, Freddies left 
people in such positions for many minutes or longer 
and made deliberate statements about the pain and 
potential injuries caused by such maneuvers. 

All of the foregoing reports of violence against forest 
defenders describe circumstances in which activists 
were passive and immobile, seated or (more com- 
monly) locked down. I have personally witnessed the 
repeated and deliberate infliction of pain on citizens 
engaged in nonviolent civil disobedience. The fact 
that the Freddies and their local allies were so casual in 
public is a grave warning: The use of PCHs and other 
forms of violence has become a routine tactic. 

Pain compliance holds can cause pain directly by 
stretching, flexing or pressuring certain "receptor" 
nerves, or indirectly by causing numbness, tingling or 
pain as the nerve cell is starved of nutrients, sends a 
"false signal," finally no signal, and then, dies. Some 
of the people I examined showed clinical findings and 
provided clinical histories which indicated that their 
nerve injuries, some of which are likely to be perma- 
nent, came from the latter: starvation of the nerve 
through sustained application of force. 

How to resist? A little information about nerves 
may help you decide. 

Nerves, like trees, take up nutrients through a 
net of tubes. If the tubes are blocked, especially 
the oxygen tube, the nerve will die. It takes brain 
nerve cells as few as three minutes to die from no 
oxygen. The time it takes nerve cells in the body 
to die depends on a person's condition and medi- 


cal history. Nerves in people with 
diabetes, high blood pressure and 
many other conditions are far 
easier to kill. 

If you can keep the tubes open, 
however, the nerves will live. Usu- 
ally nerve roots and stems have no 
problem staying open. Muscle and 
fat may be two weapons against 
the nutrient shut down caused by 
PCHs. The greater the muscle mass 
and tone, the easier it will be for 
that well-toned forest defender to 
tense up and lock out those prob- 
ing fingers. My dead chicken phy- 
sique makes this a clear case of "do 
as I prescribe, not as I do," but extra 
sessions of toning may help you 
and Gaia this season of forest de- 
fense. Strength and tone do not 
equate with definition however; 
perfectly defined muscles are road 
maps for the torturers. This brings 
us to the next paradox: How to stay 
healthy with (more) fat. 

In the long run, fat will kill you. 

Brain, breast, heart, colon, you 
name it, the more fat, the sooner 
the death. Having cleared the 
obligatory health warning, here's 
the good news: in the forest, fat is 
your friend. Fatty insulation (or 
adipose tissue, for the humor im- 
paired) helps block out both the 
cold and those probing Freddie fin- 
gers, and makes it harder to find 
and operate tender pressure points. 

So, put off that crash diet until fall 
and put on some fat cells in the 
service of Gaia. Diets can wait, but the forest you 
save this year may be your own! 

Fat and muscle are hard to put on or off the week 
of an action. Some short-term fixes rely on a few 
tricks about gates. 

Our pain nerves have gates. Most people who slam 
a hand or foot will instinctively rub vigorously on 
their leg or arm between the injury and the points 
further "upstream" (closer to the brain). This behav- 
ior is literally hard-wired. Signals from the pressure 
fibers will drown out the signals of the pain fibers, 
thus acting as a "gate" which is closed to pain signals. 
In a lockdown, if you can't rub the injured limb, you 
may find that tensing the muscle groups "upstream" 
(closer to the body, farther from toes and fingers) can 
act to create local pressure and "gate out" the pain 
signal. Another way to gate out pain signals is to use 
the new creams based on pepper oils, which cause a 
heat signal that blocks pain from arthritis or other 
inflammations and swellings. But, be forewarned, 
pain is a necessary signal to avoid injury. Use of 
numbing agents should be avoided by anyone with 
a systemic medical illness or anyone in extreme 
conditions of heat, sun, wind or cold in which pain 
can be a warning of frostbite or other tissue injury. 

The other big gate for pain is emotion. Anxiety 
intensifies pain perception and vice versa. So, "mel- 
lowing" one's way through PCHs and other tortures 
is a useful tool for forest defenders of a meditative 
nature. Yoga breathing (what us techno MD's call 
"diaphragmatic breathing" or breathing inward so 
that your belly goes out away from the spine) is the 
big tool here. Yoga breathing or other powerful 
relaxation techniques will decrease pain indirectly 
by shutting the gate in the brain which must be open 
if pain signals are to be received. Be patient; the yogis 
didn't flop down on their beds o' nails the first day 
they tried to meditate, so this technique must be 
practiced before an action in order to be effective. 
Exercise, meditate or eat. Any other prescriptions? 
Well, actually, yes. It turns out that PCHs are not 
intended to be used for anything other than appre- 
hension of fleeing subj ects or subduing violent people. 
As of this writing, the preliminary data about Forest 
Service Law Enforcement Officer training is that such 


techniques are not taught to be applied in a sustained 
or lengthy fashion. This fact was heartily endorsed by 
a senior federal law enforcement official, who com- 
mented to me on the relative rarity of the need to use 
such techniques. He shared my opinion that PCHs 
should never be used on a'nonviolent, passive citizen. 

The other prescription for the control of PCHs is to 
scream bloody murder when you feel, hear of see 
their use. Scream at the officer and his or her cocon- 
spirators on site. Remind them that when locked 
down you or your supportee are neither violent nor 
a flight risk. Remind them that they are violating 
your civil rights and their own policy and sworn 
oath, and that they will pay heavily in civil court. 

Scream to your support team, local media and 
activist network. Let the media know when violence 
is being used against passive resisters who can't run 
away and that their first amendment rights are being 
violated to expedite the destruction of nature by a 
special corporate interest. Scream to your local ambi- 
tious politician about this abuse. Such politicos, 
properly approached, may help us turn appropria- 
tions against the "violence for pillage" campaign 
that was carried out against forest defenders of 1996. 

Scream for justice, compensation and punitive 
damages. If you don't want the money, cool, give it 
to base camp, but sue. In our struggle against a 
system that only understands money, we can't hope 
for it to understand something is too evil to be 
attempted, but we can help it to understand that 
something is too expensive to be attempted. 

Scream (metaphorically) to the Office of the Chief of 
Forest Service Law Enforcement, William Wasley at 
(703) 235-3426; fax (703) 235-1536. Because the new 
chief was brought in from another agency (Secret 
Service) and has only been in his position for six 
months, he could be a potential ally in the struggle to 
stop the use of PCHs against nonviolent citizens in the 
nation's forests. So let's try honey, not vinegar. If 
contacts with the chief's office are civil, polite and 
non-confrontational, we may be able to help the 
Forest Service end the illegal and unconstitutional use 
of PCHs by rogue Freddies acting in violation of 
training and policy. This may be an improbable sym- 
biosis of tactics, but isn't that what Gaia teaches, us? 
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Native Americans have declared a 

I Hericar lM)and 

h Fust! joined forces last .year to 
fesistlwo timber sales that threatened 

encampment i n » he Mt Hood National 
Forest outside Portland, Oregon. 

RF!et$ and AIMsters worked side by 

I In nonviolent defense of this sa- 
ceremonial site. Recently, the 
st Service announced the cancel- 
n of units six through nine of tire 
• timber sale. These were the units 
.11 y adjacent to the Sun Dance 
Hr, sweat lodge and camp sites, 
though this represents a signifi- 
victory, the Forest Service con- 
.s that they will allow’ Thomas 
IHftk to remo ve ( replacement timber 

volume for the canceled units of the 

' ■ . • - • 

■ u -'ze sale from the units in the Hazel 
He that began before people mobi- 
lized. For more information contact 
st N atrons Survival Su pport Net- 

work at PQB 42608, Portland, OR 
97242; (503) 635-0460. 


Miller Bill Targets 
Corporate Welfare in Na- 

I Resources Subsidies 

March 4, Representative George 

(D-CA) reintroduced his omni- 

Ito end cut-rate timber sales and 

; of publicly-owned natural re- 
s. The Public Subsidies Deficit 
don Act would phase out subsl- 

t resource, eAac^opandrequIre; 

that taxpayers receive a fair return when 

publicly-owned natural resources are 
sold or leased. Eliminating the subsi- 
dies would save taxpayers more than $5 
billion over five years and improve the 
health of public lands. 

I he bill largcls ail aiiay of subsidies 
to resource extractors that have taken 
billions from taxpayers' pockets These 

k5S55 ::: :V/kK : k: :*:k.; ■■■K: -kb; " . V* - ' ' ' ' .. Vv';:k H 1 m I 


mi isidies imiudi i n is tree mining 
ol hard rock minerals below-cost tim- 
ber sales, subsidized irrigation for 
agribusiness, below-market prices for 
electricity, and deals for concession- 
aires in national parks. 

Please call your representative and 
urge him/her to t osponsor HR 9 1 9 t o 
phase out resource extraction subsi- 
dies. For more information contact 
Mary Anne McConnel at (202) 546- 
8500x1 10 ii m ii v i iui-( L asi r net 
or Liz Birnbaiun of the HouseRe- 
* 202 ) 22^-2 i 1 1 ; 


Mow to Get Busted 



by Jim Flynn and other criminals 

So, you have made the decision to get 
arrested in defense of the natural world, 
but you just don't know how to go 
about it. Well, for starters, consider the 
arrest as only the beginning. After the 
arrest, you have booking, jail, arraign- 
ment, trial, sentencing and maybe jail 
again. Here are a few things you should 
expect to find on your journey through 
the modem justice system and some 
suggestions on how to deal with them. 

Pre-Arrest 

Decide before the arrest whether you 
want to be released fast or if you are 
open to jail solidarity or a hunger strike. 
If you want to be released as fast as 
possible, bring your picture ID with you 
and the court will be happy to add your 
latest escapade to your record and send 
you home (providing they don't have 
other reasons for holding you). 

Failure to provide ID, however, will 
usually delay your release but will leave 
your options open for things like non- 
cooperation or use of a fake name. If you 
plan to use a fake name, don't wait till 
you are in the patrol car to determine 
who you would like to be. Use a believ- 
able name and a local address, and 
forget your social security number. Tell 
your friends before the arrest what your 
new name is. If you have ever been 
fingerprinted before or if you can't lie 
under pressure, don't even try it. (Yes, of 
course, it's illegal to lie to the police.) 

Memorize a few phone numbers that 
will accept collect calls from jail. Having 
jail support and bail arranged before 
you get arrested will make the whole 
process easier and less worrisome. Sup- 
port people accept your collect calls, 
feed your dog, call your work, arrange 
your bail and generally see to your needs 
while you are in custody. Jail support 
people should never risk arrest. 

Don't carry drugs on you at any action 
or demonstration even if you are not 
planning to risk arrest. Arrests happen. 

Jail Solidarity 

The purpose of jail is to disempower 
people. Non-cooperation is a way to 
take the power back, as a matter of 
principle. Jail solidarity is a decision by 
arrestees to practice non-cooperation. 
It is intended to be used as a bargaining 
chip or "display of power" to the jailers. 
Jail solidarity can be quite effective but 
usually only works when there are a 
sufficient number of arrestees to make 
the jail overcrowded. If you have never 
been arrested before (and get lucky), 
they may release you without ever find- 
ing out who you are! 

The extent of the non-cooperation 
should be discussed before the action 
with everyone who is willing to risk 
arrest. People should talk about how 
long they are willing to stay in jail and 
the parameters of the solidarity. No 
walk, no talk, no dine, no sign? Simply 
not giving your name is a very powerful 
way to clog the jail system in itself, or 
you can refuse to cooperate with every 
step of the process by refusing to walk, 
talk to jailers, eat their food or sign any 
papers. Decide in advance how far and 
how long you are willing to go, and stick 
to your agreement until you all decide 
to alter the plan. With few exceptions, 
hunger strikes are flaky if you aren't 
willing to die or if you'll be in for just a 
few days. Plan realistically; jailers are 
masters of the art of persuasion. 


The Arrest 

Don't expect the cops to read you 
your rights like they do on television. 
Being placed under arrest can be as 
subtle as an officer placing his/her hand 
on your shoulder or just detaining you. 
If you are ever in doubt if you are under 
arrest, just ask. 

Once you are under arrest, you have 
the option of cooperating (walking) or 
passively resisting (free ride). Resisters 
should be flexible (in more ways than 
one). If the law is in a bad mood that 
day, passive resistance or "going limp" 
will often result in pain holds, or at 
least, hair pulling. Non-cooperation 
bravado quickly melts in the grips of a 
pain hold. More and more frequently, 
passive resistance results in charges of 
"Resisting Arrest" or even "Assaulting 
an Officer." Be calm, be careful. 

As mentioned before, the fast track is 
to give them your ID and not much else. 
Be nice, but don't play their "good cop 
with just a few questions" game. This 
would be the time to use that fake name 
you have devised, just say you don't 
have your ID on you. 

Note that some police have micro- 
phones affixed to their lapels and video 
cameras in their vehicles, so watch what 
you say to anyone. 

If an expedient release is not so im- 
portant, don't tell them anything, not 
even your name. Don't be a jerk, don't 
try to convert them, just tell them that 
you are not going to talk to them. They 
will stop bugging you when they figure 
out that you don't want to play. 

Booking 

If you give your ID, this process will be 
quick, not much more than fingerprints 
and a few questions about your employ- 
ment and health. If you aren't talking to 
them, this process will be pretty quick, 
too. However, they may strip and cavity 
search you, just to showyou who's boss. 

Generally, if they give you a new 
wardrobe, you are going to be their 
guest for the night. Ask the seasoned 
inmates to tell you how the system 
works. Most newer jails have holding 
cells with phones that only collect calls 
can be made on. Call your jail support 
and tell them how you are doing. 

Relax. Expect things to move slowly. 

Jail 

Jail can be a rewarding experience or 
Hell, depending on your attitude. Enjoy 
your time in jail. Get some sleep. Exer- 
cise and do yoga. Catch up on some 
reading. Fasting and giving away your 
food is a great way to make friends, and 
you can get real food once you are out. 

From here on out you have little con- 
trol over your life. Lay back and let the 
jailers take care of your needs; but re- 
member, no inconvenience is too petty 
for a jailer to inflict upon a non-coopera- 
tive prisoner. Meditate on simplicity. 


Arraignment 

Sometimes you will 
be released before the 
arraignment. In these 
circumstances, resist 
the temptation to run. 
1 Non-attendance will 
!• result in a warrant be- 
| ing issued for your ar- 
I rest, and "Failure to 
i“ Appear" is a nasty 
| charge that will haunt 
| your activism for years 
to come. 

At the arraignment 
you have another opportunity to ex- 
pedite the process by pleading "no 
contest." Never, never, never plead 
"guilty," which can leave you vulner- 
able to civil prosecution. Usually, you 
will be entering a "not-guilty" plea to 
leave your options open for later. Ask 
for a court appointed lawyer, and go 
back to jail until the judge decides you 
are not a threat to society and not a 
flight risk. 

The judge may offer to release you 
on bail. However, bail money usually 
finds its way into the court's pockets 
through fines and fees, so it is best to 
avoid bail and just sit it out until trial. 

Freedom 

[If you are so dangerous that the judge 
will not "O.R." you (release you on your 
Own Recognizance), skip this part.] 

Use your time out to talk to your 
lawyer and fellow arrestees. If you are 
defending yourself, get advice from 
activists who have been to trial and 
from at least a few lawyers. 

Go for a hike and remind yourself 
why you are putting yourself through 
such a hassle. Get naked, go dancing, 
if ya got 'um — smoke 'um. 

Trial and Sentencing 

Be prepared. Have a pre-arranged 
court strategy. Don't bringyour friends 
unless it is a group trial and you all 
have decided to make the court into a 
circus. If not, cut your hair and dress 
corporate for once. 

If you are convicted, you have an- 
other chance to rush things along by 
asking for more jail time, which will 
conclude your sentence quickly and 
cheaply. Judges and lawyers usually 
won't understand this preference, so 
sometimes it's hard to get. Next best is 
community service. There are plenty of 
good organizations out there to work 
for, even some who are fighting for the 
same things you were standing up (or 
sitting down) for. Fines and court fees 
aren't so bad — you can blow them off 
(unless they have your bail money), and 
they can't put you in jail for not paying 
fines. Avoid probation at all costs. Pro- 
bation means that if you get busted 
again (once you have a criminal record, 
why not?) they can give you an addi- 
tional charge for violating probation. 

Post-Trial 

Once you are out, do the fun parts of 
the "Freedom" section listed above, 
then go and get busted again. 

Remember to view your post-arrest 
actions as part of the action itself and 
the larger resistance to the system. Jail 
time and court proceedings, however 
short, can get more media, thereby 
reaching more people and furthering 
your cause. Successful non-cooperation 
can also be personally empowering and 
cause the system to implode. 
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The Lost Art of Cat & Mouse 


by Dragonfly Cascadia 

He who learns to run away, lives to fight 
another day. 

— Bob Marley 

The world's biologists tell us that we 
humans are causing species extinction 
at a rate unseen since the age of the 
dinosaurs. Some of us humans, how- 
ever, have dedicated ourselves to keep- 
ing the Earth's life support systems 
going. We rally, agitate, litigate and 
lockdown. But an often overlooked 
direct action is cat and mouse. 

Cat and mouse is the essence of non- 
violent direct action. It is an attempt to 
postpone forest destruction by playing 
real life "tag" with cops and loggers. 
Like the tree-hugging women of India's 
Chipko movement, activists in this 
country have taken to putting their 
bodies between chainsaw wielding log- 
gers and trees marked for death. The 
point is to stop the cut. 

Interfering with logging is illegal on 
federal, state and "private" forests. Fall- 
ing trees with people running around 
in the forest is also illegal. As a mouse, 
your task is to create so much chaos 
that the fallers are putting your life at 
risk by continuing to cut. Whether or 
not you succeed in talking the loggers 
out of working, you are certain to soon 
be arrested by law enforcement. If we 
still wish to remain free, then the chase 
is on... and we're the rodents! 

Why resort to such a potentially dan- 
gerous tactic? Like Quakers, we know 
that when injustice occurs, it is mor- 
ally unconscionable to sit back and do 
nothing. We must bear witness to eco- 
logical atrocities. As Earth Firstlers we 
must go further. We must halt the 
machine at the point of destruction. 

At this stage of the Earth's evolution, 
people who feel as we do are in the 
extreme minority, but we don't need 
vast numbers to be effective. Think of 
cat and mouse as guerrilla activism. 

Cat and mouse is most effective when 
used in tandem with legal action. For 
example, in the "Thanksgiving Day 
Massacre" of 1992, Pacific Lumber be- 
gan illegally building a road into the 
heart of the Owl Creek grove of Head- 
waters forest. Only a hike by a "tres- 
passing" activist clued the world into 
this. The days that followed saw doz- 



ens of arrests as activists jumped in 
front of roaring chainsaws, danced on 
bulldozers... and ran away from cops, 
playing the cat and mouse game. 

Five days after the massacre began, it 
ended. A federal judge granted the 
Environmental Protection and Infor- 
mation Center's request for a tempo- 
rary restraining order. Lawyers stopped 
the saws in court, and to this day, one 
can visit the grove and count the red- 
woods with blue stripes that still stand. . . 
because people were there to hug them. 

So what exactly is needed to do good 
cat and mouse? 

1) Nonviolence training: The impor- 
tance of this cannot be underestimated. 
Focused workshops that include group 
discussions of what behavior is toler- 
able in an action are necessary. Role 
playing is essential. Never go into a 
civil disobedience action with people 
who are not committed to the practice 
of nonviolence. Remember, we do this 
because we love the Earth, and by ex- 
tension, the humans who are destroy- 
ing her. Angry activists, wingnuts or 
provocateurs can endanger you! 

2) Gear: Deep-woods actions require 
that each person involved has their 
own map, compass, water, appropriate 
clothing for the bioregion (good rain 
gear, warm clothing, etc.) and extra 
food. Be prepared to part with anything 
you go into the woods with. Establish 
hidden equipment stashes before the 
logging begins. Never enter a logging 
area with a heavy pack on your back, 
and don't forget a good, sturdy, water- 
proof pair of boots. 

3) Be in good physical shape. You will 
need to outrun workers and cops when 
the time comes. For deep-woods actions 
you may not only have to sprint the 
initial 300-yard getaway, but also hike a 
few miles out to your rendezvous point. 

4) Practice being stealthy. Don't let 
change or keys jingle in your pocket. 
Don't travel in groups larger than three 
(unless you are far off a road or trail). 
Refrain from all vocal communication 
near the logging site. Develop clear 
line-of-sight hand signals in your group. 

5) Know the land. Nothing compen- 
sates for firsthand knowledge of ter- 
rain! Before you go out with your group, 
establish key points on the map. Know 
the roads, the units, where the loggers 
park and work, where the heavy equip- 
ment is kept and where it operates, 
where and when security patrols and 
where the cops will be coming from. 
Good pre-action reconnaissance is in- 
valuable. Know the major and minor 
drainages, the topography, your drop- 
off and pickup points and of course, 
your escape routes. It is important to 
memorize this information; never write 
any of it on your map (just in case you 
do get caught). 

6) Have a guide. Guides know the 
shortest (and safest) routes in and out of 
the woods. Guides brief new people and 
make them feel confident and relaxed. 
Guides don't take unnecessary risks. 

7) Have outside support. This is the 
person to call if you are nabbed. All 
actions need someone to do jail sup- 
port, i.e., a person who knows the 
names of every person in the woods. 
Someone on the outside also needs to 
drive to drop-off and pickup points for 
the action group. There needs to be an 
established location and pickup time 
(as well as alternative plans if the pickup 
point is compromised). 


Someone on the outside needs to 
work the media. This means writing up 
the press release, faxing it everywhere, 
making follow up calls, arranging in- 
terviews and having sound bites ready. 
Activist videographers and photogra- 
phers must hike the woods and get 
where the action is. Excellent footage 
of the salvage logging of redwoods in 
Headwaters this fall aired on CNN 
thanks to the cat and mouse skills of 
several activists. 

For our direct action movement to 
grow, cat and mouse must be presented 
to mainstream activists in a safe and 
wholesome manner. At the Enola Hill 
campaign, for example, people from 
Portland came out to show their sup- 
port for Native American sacred sites. 
Many were arrested for closure cross- 
ing, yet many others demanded a more 
meaningful arrest scenario. 

One morning, about 70 of us began a 
march toward the gate in order to 
prevent access to the sale. Less than a 
quarter mile up the hill, we could hear 
the thud of trees crashing. Then a truly 
spontaneous thing happened... we all 
scurried up the hill toward the logging! 

The more nimble of us hiked ahead of 
the group, climbed around the loggers 
and dropped in on them to warn them 
of the group below. The workers imme- 
diately stopped cutting! Soon Forest 
Service personnel appeared (some in 
uniform, some in camouflage) and ar- 
rested 28 people. The fallers had to quit 
because the arrestees went limp and 
had to be carried out on stretchers. 

It's important that you never ap- 
proach a logging operation from be- 
low. This is very dangerous. 

Being effective means staying in the 
game (i.e., avoiding arrest). Here the 
practical and spiritual natures of cat 
and mouse merge. When surrounded 
by cops or loggers, practice meditation 
(hiding). When we are still and silent, 
we become attuned to a forest that 
consciously desires to protect us. 

As for law enforcement, it is rare to 
find a regular cop that is stealthy in the 
forest. The Forest Service camo Freddies 
are getting pretty good at creeping 
about, though. In a campaign on fed- 
eral land, you are certain to encounter 
them. Beware. 

When you do make the initial con- 
tact with loggers, it is important to 
keep a personal space buffer between 
them and you. Ten feet at minimum, 
40 feet is best. Some loggers can be 
threatening and violent. They will 
sometimes verbally abuse you and if 
you let them, may physically do so. In 
Humboldt County, loggers are legally 
entitled to place you under citizen's 
arrest if they can physically grab you. 
They will ran at you at full speed. 

In Oregon, we have found that work- 
ers are inclined to continue cutting trees, 
even after they are aware that you are in 
the woods. Some loggers have even gone 
so far as to fall trees right where they 
knew protesters were located. A good 
rule is to stay behind loggers, as they 
never fall trees towards their own backs. 

In confrontations with loggers, as in 
life, it helps to look folks in the eye, 
keep your hands open and visible and 
maintain a posture that is not threat- 
ening. Introduce yourself. Make jokes. 
And, if you plan on doing this sort of 
thing more than once, get yourself a 
forest name. Good luck, and may the 
forest be with you! 



Headwaters "Deal" 
Delayed Until 1998 

The Pacific Lumber Company (PL) 
has agreed to extend for six months the 
agreement that would swap the prized 
Headwaters grove and other old-growth 
redwoods for some $380 million in 
land and/or cash from the government. 

The current moratorium on logging 
Headwaters and Elk Springs remains in 
effect until 1998. 

The logging moratorium does not 
affect PL's other forest lands, some 
190,000 acres of old growth and cut- 
over lands in northern California's 
Humboldt County. 

Four groves of ancient redwoods and 
Douglas fir remain unprotected as they 
are unaffected by the swap agreement 
arranged last spring by the Clinton ad- 
ministration and PL's owner, Charles 
Hurwi tz. Those old-growth groves have 
been "salvage logged" by the timber 
company as recently as last October. 
Winter season salvage continues cur- 
rently on PL's land. 


Free Paul Watson 

On March 31, ocean defender Cap- 
tain Paul Watson of the Sea Shepherd 
Conservation Society was arrested by 
German authorities acting on an 
Interpol warrant from Norway. At the 
time of the arrest, Paul was supervising 
the preparation of a Sea Shepherd ves- 
sel for a campaign against illegal drift 
netting in the Mediterranean. The Ger- 
man High Court found questionable 
discrepancies in the court documents 
presented by Norway, which convicted 
Paul in absentia on the charge of sink- 
ing an illegal Norwegian whaling ship 
in 1992, dismissed Norway's extradi- 
tion request and released him. Three 
days later, Paul was seized again by 
Dutch police in Amsterdam, Now, Paul 
is-in a maximum security prison in the 
Netherlands. 

Norway is pressuring Holland to ex- 
tradite Paul and has filed extradition 
papers and additional charges. Holland 
is refusing to release Paul on any bail 
conditions. This is an election year in 
Norway and Paul is the floundering 
Prime Minister's ticket to reelection. 
Help is needed to free Paul and expose 
Norway'sillegal whaling activities. Con- 
tact Sea Shepherd at POB 628, Venice, 
CA 90294; (310) 301-SEAL (7325); fax 
(310) 574-3161; nvoth@estreet.com; 
http://www.seashepherd.org. 


Roosevelt Dam 

Early last year, the Southwest Center 
for Biological Diversity filed suit against 
the Bu reau of Reclamation for failing to 
analyze the effects of enlarging the 
Roosevelt Dam and flooding out 
Arizona's largest population of endan- 
gered southwestern willow flycatchers. 
Amazingly, the Bureau decided a study 
would not be necessary despite the take 
of 90 flycatchers (20 percent of the 
entire subspecies). 

While the Bureau found no signifi- 
cant impact, the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service determined that the enlargement 
of the dam will jeopardize the existence 
of the flycatcher. Rather than require 
changes in dam management, however, 
FWS permitted 100 percent take of all 
flycatchers. The loss of 20 percent of the 
subspecies is allegedly mitigated by the 
purchase of riparian habitat with one 
pair of flycatchers on it, 50 miles away. 

The Roosevelt Dam was built in 1 9 1 1 
at the confluence of the Salt River and 
Tonto Creek. It provides water to the 
Phoenix area and valley agribusiness. 
In 1984, following failed bids to build 
new dams in the Gila River Basin, the 
Bureau decided to increase the height 
of Roosevelt Dam by 60 feet. In 1990, 
it decided to raise it another 17 feet. 
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The lessons from last year's Salvage 
Rider are clear: our remaining ancient 
forests are vulnerable, the timber 
industry's irresponsible and extreme 
agenda threatens these forests, and the 
lack of accountability in the US Forest 
Service means the agency is failing to 
protect the public's interest with bal- 
anced forest policies. 

In the 105th Congress, we may see a 
number of opportunities to address the 
agency's accountability. Timber roads 
have been identified as a major subsidy 
to the timber industry and a serious 
threat to forest and aquatic ecosystems. 
With a concerted effort we can put an 
end to new timber roads this year. 

According to the Forest Service, there 
are 377,810 miles of roads on 157 mil- 
lion acres of national forest. This is 1.5 
miles of road per square mile of national 
forest. By comparison, road density av- 
erages 1 . 1 per mile in non-Forest Service 
lands. National forests in the Northwest 
average 3.5 miles of road each square 
mile, more than twice the road density 
that causes populations of elk, wolves 
and bears to decline. These figures don't 
even include all the logging roads. The 
Forest Service estimates that 20 percent 
of roads in national forests of western 
Oregon and Washington are not listed 
in official inventories. Many roads listed 
as closed or obliterated remain passable 
by regular cars. 

The president's 1998 fiscal year bud- 
get reduces Forest Service road funds 
by five percent to "reflect a policy 
move toward eliminating timber sales 
in areas that do not have previously 
constructed roads," according to the 
Office of Management and Budget. 
However, Forest Service Chief 
Dombeck has stated that the adminis- 
tration is planning to build 300 miles 
of new roads and reconstruct another 
2,000 miles in 1998. 

Meanwhile, nearly two-thirds of the 


national forest road system (232,837 
miles) is in need of maintenance. Ac- 
cording to Chief Dombeck, it would 
cost $440 million to carry out this 
backlog of needed repairs. This pro- 
posal to build 300 miles of new roads 
contradicts the administration's stated 
goal of staying out of roadless areas. 
Considering the $440-million mainte- 
nance backlog, we need to convince 
Congress that it doesn't make sense to 
keep building new roads when the For- 
est Service is not maintaining the road 
system we have now. 

The Clinton administration is also 
proposing to end "purchaser credits" 
for road construction in national for- 
ests. This program currently provides 
timber buyers credits against payment 
for timber for constructing roads asso- 
ciated with their timber purchase. This 
is a step forward, as purchaser credits 
help hide the subsidy for road build- 
ing received by the timber industry. 
This new policy requires no legisla- 
tion because the Agriculture Depart- 
ment has the administrative author- 
ity to end the purchaser credit system. 

In addition, Clinton's budget pro- 
poses to shift the funds from the road 
purchaser credit system into another 
credit program called the purchaser- 
elect program. This is another road credit 
program intended for small timber com- 
panies, but under the definition of small 
timber companies all but two timber 
companies qualify. So, while the 
administration is moving in the right 
direction, they need to go further and 
cut all funding for new roads and elimi- 
nate the purchaser-elect credits program . 

To adequately protect roadless areas 
Congress must pass the Kennedy/Por- 
ter amendment which would delete 
funds for timber road construction in 
roadless areas and eliminate the pur- 
chaser-elect road credit program. 

Timber roads in roadless areas are 


targeted by the Green Scissors Coali- 
tion, and are included in Budget Chair- 
man John Kasich's (R-Ohio) "corpo- 
rate welfare" target list. A new coali- 
tion of taxpayer, environmental, con- 
sumer and tree-market groups joined 
Representative Kasich and Ralph Nader 
to release a list of 1 2 corporate welfare 
programs targeted for elimination. The 
Stop Corporate Welfare Coalition tar- 
gets include national forest timber 
roads, a $100-million subsidy for tim- 
ber companies over a five-year period. 
The Green Scissors Coalition says 
eliminating spending for construction 
of new forest roads would save taxpay- 
ers about $50 million annually. 

A reaction from the logging industry 
and their supporters in Congress can be 
anticipated. An Associated Press story 
says that "opposition is mounting 
among influential Democrats" in Con- 
gress to the Clinton administration's 
proposal to end purchaser credits, spe- 
cifically citing a letter from Senator Tom 
Daschle (D-South Dakota) in response 
to pressure from the logging industry in 
the Black Hills. Representative Norm 
Dicks (D-WA) also expressed reserva- 
tions about the policy change during a 
House Interior Appropriations Subcom- 
mittee hearing. The fight over roadless 
areas and timber roads can be expected 
to be one of the biggest environmental 
battles in the 105th Congress. 

Please contact your representative 
and senators and urge them to sup- 
port an end to new timber roads. Men- 
tion the $440-million maintenance 
backlog and urge them to support 
retiring these roads to prevent them 
from further damaging the environ- 
ment. Call (202) 224-3121 or write 
your representative at US House of 
Representatives, Washington, DC 
20515; and your senators at US Sen- 
ate, Washington, DC 20510. 

— Western Ancient Forest Campaign 
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Jet Skis Top Polluter 

Jet skis are fouling America's waters 
with the equivalent of 15 Exxon Valdez 
oil spills a year. The motors, used on 1.2 
million personal watercraft devices, are 
"America's number one water pollution 
source," says Russell Long, director of 
the Bluewater Network, which has filed 
a lawsuit demanding that the EPA pro- 
hibit the motors. 

Lung said the EPA should forbid manu- 
facturers such as Kawasaki, Yamaha and 
Suzuki from making jet skis with two- 
stroke engines. A Swiss lake has already 
banned two-stroke personal watercraft 
engines and Lake Tahoe has a similar 
ban that takes effect in 1 999. Two-stoke 
engines release 1.1 billion pounds of 
hydrocarbons into the water every year. 

"We can't understand how the EPA 
and the industry can allow these motors 

- ‘ - - 'f*' 


to be sol 


FOIA 

The Southwest Center for Biological 
Diversity has won two cases before the 
9th Circuit Court of Appeals requiring 
the US Forest Service to provide infor- 
mation on where Mexican spotted owls 
and northern goshawks live. The Forest 
Service argued that such information 
was exempt from the Freedom of Infor- 
mation Act and that if such sensitive 
information was given to environmen- 
talists, it would have to be given to 
everyone. The appeals court ruled that 
the agency has discretion to release or 
not release such information on a case- 
by-case basis but that environmental- 
ists are entitled to it. 

The Southwest Center petitioned to 
list the Mexican spotted owl as a threat- 
ened species in 1989 and is currently 
suing the US Fish and Wildlife Service 
for refusing to accept a petition to list 
the northern goshawk as an endan- 
gered species in the west. The South- 
west Center recently won a lawsuit over 
, the decision not to list the Queen Char- 
lotte goshawk as an endangered species 
in southeast Alaska, British Columbia 
and western Washington. 

Thank you so, Bill 

Despite presidential promises of pro- 
tection, Utah has granted a permit to 
Conoco to begin drilling for oil in the 
newly designated Grand Staircase- 
Escalante National Monument . Conoco 
plans to drill 14,500 feet below the 
surface to test a theory that oil is trapped 
in ancient geological formations there. 
It has agreed to restore the site if no oil 
is found. Word is that ancient geologi- 
cal formations are restored in much the 
same way as ancient forests. 


SW Center Strikes Again 

On March 14, a federal judge ordered 
the US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) 
to list four species as endangered and to 
set aside habitat for them and two other 
species already listed. 

District Judge Roger Strand chided 
FWS for having repeatedly missed dead- 
lines under the ESA. The jaguar, the 
Sonora tiger salamander, the Canelo 
Hills ladies' tresses, the Huachuca water 
umbel, as well as the previously listed 
southwestern willow flycatcher and cac- 
tus ferruginous pygmy owl, were af- 
fected by the decision. 

"The courts are now recognizing that 
the agencies are not credible in their 
efforts to protect species,” said Robin 
Silver of the Southwest Center, which 
petitioned for protection of the species 
under the ESA. 

In response to FWS' arguments that it 
lacked the staff and money to meet the 
deadlines, the judge ruled that officials 
"don't have carte blanche to decide not 
to cany out their duties under the guise 
of resource allocation." 
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Test Site 


continued from frontpage 

with a 250-person procession to the 
main gates of the Nevada Test Site led 
by Corbin Harney, spiritual leader of 
the Western Shoshone Nation. This 
annual event is a powerful experi- 
ence for all who attend; it marks the 
point where good and evil collide. 
One really feels the power of an age- 
old, deep-rooted spiritual force con- 
fronting a shortsighted, ego-based 
show of physical force. Roughly 50 
peaceful protesters were arrested in a 
Gandhian-style line crossing to bear 
witness to the atrocity of nuclear 
weapons testing. 

The Action for Nuclear Abolition 
began on March 3 1 and lasted through 
April 4. These five days were dedi- 
cated to strategic, nonviolent direct 
action to break the nuclear chain and 
shut down the Nevada Test Site. On 
Monday, March 31, activists sat atop 
tripods and locked themselves into 
steel lock boxes and concrete-filled 
devices to successfully close down 
five test site gates for several hours. 
Four tractor trailers carrying low-level 
radioactive cargo were stranded on 
US Highway 95 until Wackenhut's 


approved by Clinton and Congress 
thousands of deadly nuclear waste ship- 
ments will travel the US and come up 
US-95 from Las Vegas. The Depart- 
ment of Energy admits that an acci- 
dent involving nuclear waste bound for 
Yucca Mountain could contaminate 42 
square miles, require 460 days to clear 
and cost the taxpayers over $620 mil- 
lion dollars. (See article on page 9.) 

Historically, direct action at the Ne- 
vada Test Site created a critical mass of 
awareness which brought about a five- 
year moratorium on nuclear testing at 
this site. We must not turn back now. 
Nuclear weapons testing on any scale is 
not acceptable. Show your support of 
the peace actions recently taken, and 
help create a nuclear-free future. Call on 
President Clinton and Energy Secretary 
Pena to cancel the subcritical tests and 
close down the Nevada Test Site. 


ng a "candle," all traffic to the test site is stopped. 

How you can help: 

Support local organizations dedi- 
cated to stopping the testing, or start 
your own by doing actions at federal 
buildings, etc. 

Call your Senator and Representative 
as well as the White House and DOE. 
Tell them to cancel the subcritical tests! 
Clinton's number (202) 456-1111. 

Contact the Shundahai Network or 
ACTION FOR NUCLEAR ABOLITION! 
5007 Elmhurst Ln., Las Vegas, NV 
89108; (702) 647-3095, fax (702) 647- 
9385, e- mail: shundahai@radix.net. 
For more action coverage and pic- 
tures check out the Shundahai Web 
page at http://www.macronet.org/ 
macronet/shundahai. 

Come help shut the test site down in 
June with direct action. 

To help Adriana pay her doctor bills, 
please contact the Shundahai Network. 


trucks and RVs. In the 
northbound lane cars 
were able to pass but not 
without putting activists 
in danger. The highway 
patrol stopped all large 
vehicles and trucks from 
passing. Among the 
trapped vehicles were 
three trucks carrying nuclear waste 
and 1 7 worker buses headed for the 
test site. One of the waste trucks, 
origin unknown, was confirmed to 
be leaking radiation. So much for 
government assurances of safe waste 
transportation. Twenty-two people 
were arrested on trespassing and ob- 
struction charges and held overnight 
in jail. One of those arrested was a 
journalist from San Francisco cover- 
ing the action. 

On the day of the action, Julia Moon 
Sparrow, a founding member of the 
Shundahai Network said, "The Depart- 
ment of Energy (DOE) still hasn't got- 
ten the message that the Cold War is 
over and the nuclear age is ending. 
We're disrupting test site traffic on the 
highway because their deadly nuclear 
business cannot go on as usual." 

Many might ask, "Why protest 


private security squadrons forcibly 

broke through one of the five barri- 
cades, There were many injuries sus- 
tained during this action, ranging 
from torn shoulder ligaments to back 
injuries. Strong winds and improper 
support resulted in a tripod blowing 
over at the main entrance, causing 
serious injury to Adriana Lubenova 
from Bulgaria. Adriana is a veteran 
tripod sitter whom many remember 
from Cove Mallard. Her scapula was 
broken, and she had to undergo pain- 
ful reconstructive surgery to her heel. 
A trust fund is in place to help pay the 
doctor bills, half of which the doctor 
demanded up front. 

The second annual Nuclear Fools' 
Parade made its way through down- 
town Las Vegas' casino district on 
Tuesday, April 1. Enormous puppets 
towered above the crowd. They 
brought the antinuclear weapons 
testing message from the remote 
peace camp location to a wider array 
of people. 

The final day of action was Thurs- 
day, April 3. By 4:30 a.m., activists had 
successfully barricaded both the north 
and south-bound stretches of high- 
way 95, the main route leading to the 
test site. The highway was entirely 
blocked as far as 55 miles north of Las 
Vegas, completely shutting down the 
test site for five hours — a task the 
Clinton administration seems unable 
to do! The northbound lane was block- 
aded by six activists locked into ce- 
ment barrels and a junker car. The 
southbound lane was blockaded by 
seven people locked into large pieces 
of pvc piping 1 2"- 1 5 " in diameter filled 
with concrete, rebar and a lock box. 

The first vehicle trapped in the 
southbound lane was a bus filled with 
workers leaving the test site. This was 
followed by several miles of cars, 


nuclear weapon's testing when the 
US has already signed the Compre- 
hensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT)?" Al- 
though the CTBT was signed by the 
US on September 24, 1 996, the DOE is 
still planning a series of "subcritical" 
tests at the Nevada Test Site. The US 
specifically negotiated treaty language 
that would permit "subcritical ex- 
periments." The tests, coupling con- 
ventional explosives with nuclear 
weapons materials such as plutonium 
239, are designed not to produce a 
sustained nuclear chain reaction — 
hence the term "subcritical." 

The first of these tests, code named 
"Rebound," is set for this June. 
"Holog," short for holography, is 
scheduled for this fall. Four more 
tests are planned for 1998 and more 
in 1999. Each test will cost the tax- 
payers approximately $10 million. 

DOE officials argue that these "ex- 
periments" are consistent with the 
wording of the CTBT, but disarma- 
ment activists counter that the United 
States is violating the spirit of that 
hard-fought treaty. "The US has the 
opportunity to drive the nuclear dis- 
armament process forward, but it 
could also inadvertently drive the 
world right back into a nuclear arms 
race," said Greenpeace disarmament 
campaigner Bruce Hall. 

These explosions are part of the United 
States' effort to "break out" of the re- 
cently signed CTBT should a president 
decide to resume full-scale testing. They 
are being used, among other reasons, to 
maintain "readiness." 

In addition to subcritical testing, the 
US plans to turn Yucca Mountain, which 
adjoins the test site, into the nation's 
high-level nuclear waste dump and the 
test site itself into an interim dumping 
ground. This proposal is known as the 
"Mobile Chernobyl" project. If it is 


Buc Cuts: 

Big Bowl of Warm Fur 

T Mitsubishi lights out!" 

MUSIC REVIEW BY JOHN BOWLING Issues of population and consump . 

Musical artists rosebud and Scott tion are heartily taken up in "Creak 
Ireland dish up a heaping serving of Butterball the Bufflehead." This song 
lyrical longing for the breakdown proclaims, "Don't breed/We can't 
with their new CD release, "Big Bowl feed you/ What you did is what you 
of Warm Fur." These two rural activ- get/Now what the hell did you ex- 
ists from southern California have pect?" The track "Sweet Mary 

been pumping out provocative K9 Brown Eyes" is an electric guitar 
eco-rants for years as the Swamp soliloquy of a bad trip to indus- 

Poets and Leather Muffin and as trial civilization. "When I awoke 

former members of San Diego's MS 9 in Babylon/Two hundred hits of 
own Night Soil Man. mescaline/I'm Mary fuckin' 

This author is challenged to as- Magdalene/ Lockdown with the 

cribe any particular musical style to the CEO's in kryptonite love/Lumber- 
artist's work other than post-industrial- jack offer blows your dams/Your sol- 
renaissance-folk-rock. Their music is diers die to go to town...." 
laden with radical eco, anti-corporate "Bulldozer Boogie" is an acoustic gui- 

themes that are blended (make that tar-led tirade that celebrates 
liquefied, as with a blender) in throt- monkeywrenching and night work, 
tling esoteric melodies. "Blow a dam a sweet donut hole/A 

"Deus ex Machina" is a wickedly wrenched monk starts the show/It's 
contrived song of hauntinggothic rants time to jam the controls before the 
and rhymes soundly denouncing in- bulldozer rolls/Eat dirt/Fist First/Dead 
dustrial technology. The title of this caterpillar no crawl." Other tracks in- 
song refers to a god in Greek and Ro- elude, "Androids Don't Secrete Croton 
man drama that was introduced by Bug Concerto #420 in D," "Tits Aren't 
means of a crane to decide the final for Kids," "Here Come the Javalinas," 
outcome of the performance — technol- and "Beanstalk to Shittsville." 
ogy to the rescue! The lyrics of this song As well as humor and sarcasm, there's 

are ignited by tantric marching melo- a genuine hard line of radical political 
dies and reveal the artists' cynical glee ideology throughout the de-construc- 
at the collapse of industry. "Imagine tionist druid funk this feisty compila- 
no machinery/No Black & Decker seen- tion offers that any activist will revel in. 
ery/No viral meat caterpillars crunch- Bug Guts — it's where we're all headed, 
ing jaws and numskull drillers/ Seek this one out sooner than later and 
Chainsaws spitting ol' growth pam- arm yourself with it for the revolution. 
pers/Bulldoze all the happy campers/ Down with empire, up with spring! 
Pound the pests/Crush everything/ To get a copy send $12 to Corporate Pork 

Then set your clocks for Silent Spring/ Records, POB461, Santa Ysabel, CA 92070. 
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Don’t Let Bison Dreams Die 


continued from page 7 

imprisoned this winter by Yellowstone 
National Park — disease free, but still 
guilty of being bison. As we gathered 
a bald eagle spiraled above us, and we 
all felt the sacredness of our circle, 
purified by sage and sacred words. 
Park employees, wearing black over 
their badges and insignia in protest, 
joined us in a kind of confessional, 
asking for absolution for the crimes 
they were too weak not to commit, 
faced with their orders. 

Tears streamed from our faces as we 
heard songs of pain and loss, sung in 
Lakota mind you, but we understood 
nonetheless. Meanwhile, the 
grinning shooters drove past, 
out to the ranch of New Age 
huckster Elizabeth Clare 
Prophet who demands that 
bison on "her" property die. 

There we heard them shoot a 
group of buffalo while we were 
praying, just to stick their fin- 
gers in the faces of the Native 
people and all of us. 

Afterwards, a group went 
to the ranch to see the grim 
work of butchering animals 
that were killed with con- 
tempt instead of respect. 

There, Rosalie Little Thun- 
der, a brave elder, walked up 
to say a prayer over a bison 
carcass. The ranch manager 
for the Church Universal and 
Triumphant (CUT), 

Prophet's cult, insisted that 
she be carted off to jail. The 
sheriff didn't want to but 
the man insisted. 

Of course the most famous 
incident of direct action this year took 
place when Delyla Wilson dumped 
the bucket of bison guts onto the table 
in front of Governor Marc Racicot. 
Conrad Burns, on the other hand, 
said, "I just sat there like a dummy." 

The newspapers editorialized that 
"animal rights zealots” like Delyla 
showed shocking disrespect for the 
governor, and that the cause of bi- 
son protection would be better served 
by rational persuasion of decision 
makers, blah, blah, blah. Who cares? 
It was great. 

What's Next? 

By the time you read this all bison 
still outside of Yellowstone National 
Park, including those tested, marked 
and tagged as being brucellosis-free, 
must either return to the park or be 
shot. Why? Under the Interim Bison 
Management Plan, bison must be gone 
well before cattle are trucked in to 
stock grazing allotments on Forest 
Service lands outside Yellowstone park. 
Bison activists fully expect that there 
is going to be a last bloodbath against 
weakened animals who cannot be 
hazed back into the park. 

Rosalie Little Thunder and the 
InterTribal Bison Cooperative (ITBC) 
have received a commitment from the 
Tokala Society of the Oglala Lakota to 
form a Yellowstone border patrol to 
keep the state of Montana from killing 
any more bison. Riders may, ecologi- 
cally incorrect as it might be, haze 
bison back into the park and feed 
them if necessary to keep them safe 
from Montana's gunboys. The 
Yellowstone bison survived near ex- 
tinction and years of ranch manage- 
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ment from the turn of the century 
until 1968. They're clever animals and 
they'll survive "pollution" by feeding 
and manipulation. They don't survive 
bullets very well. Whatever direct ac- 
tion bison-protectors take to keep them 
alive this season, we remain resolute 
in keeping the Yellowstone herd free, 
wild and unfenced. 

Meanwhile, Governor Marc Racicot 
got the state legislature to pass a bill 
allowing the Department of Livestock 
to sell captured wild bison on the 
open market, proceeds going to fatten 
the agency's budget. This contradicts 
the state's own rhetoric which hereto- 
fore has found the threat of disease- 


free bison so severe that they would 
not accept proposals to quarantine 
them in tribal facilities for later incor- 
poration into tribal herds. Apparently 
the prospect of money has lessened 
brucellosis's virulence. The idea of a 
state selling off public wildlife for profit 
is appalling and goes against a 
century's worth of wildlife and game 
management laws and policies. 

What To Do 

Frankly, bison activists have been 
asleep at the switch for too many years 
and this horrendous crime is the re- 
sult. Never again will we let a slaugh- 
ter like this happen. The corruption 
and venal pandering of APHIS and 
Montana's Department of Livestock is 
so overwhelming that these agencies 
have completely lost their credibility 
with researchers and veterinarians 
nationwide, and have earned con- 
tempt from the rest of us. Governor 
Racicot has found his place among the 
great despoilers of the West, standing 
proudly with men who destroy to show 
their power, who will carry out the 
will of moneyed interests in opposi- 
tion to all that's decent. 

Two things must happen. First, fur- 
ther slaughter must be physically pre- 
vented. That's Earth Firstl's job, if 
anyone's. EF! must be there with the 
border patrol this year and must be 
prepared to stop further killing next 
winter. Second, work must be done to 
change the legal and political forces 
that have become genocidally lethal 
to bison. 

We must force APHIS to back off its 
threat to yank Montana's class-free 
beef status. 


Yellowstone National Park's hands- 
off policy towards bison must be 
preserved and strengthened. Bison 
eradication interests want to force 
the park to keep a small, fenced herd 
treated like cattle in a feed lot. Alleg- 
edly an Environmental Impact State- 
ment on Bison Management will be 
completed this year, so we will have 
a chance at public process. 

We must force the Forest Service to 
prioritize bison winter range needs 
over cattle allotments — eliminating 
the allotments if we can. 

And finally, we must work to rein- 
troduce bison throughout public and 
tribal lands in their native habitat — 


the detailed, necessary business of forg- 
ing easement agreements, marking out 
corridors, altering cattle grazing pat- 
terns, mapping recovery areas, and 
changing land management priorities 
to presume that bison have a place in 
the American landscape. 

Contact these officials: 

• APHIS Administrator Terry Medley, 
(202 ) 720-25 1 1, fax (202) 720-3982 e- 
mail: lmark@aphis.usda.gov 

• Governor Marc Racicot, State Capi- 
tol, Helena, MT 59620 (406) 444-311 1 
momholt-mason@mt.gov 

• Superintendent Mike Finley, Box 168 
Yellowstone NP, WY 82190 (307)344- 
2002, e-mail: webmaster@nps.gov 

• Secretary of the Interior Bruce Bab- 
bitt, Interior Bldg., 1849 C St. NW, 
Washington, DC 20240; (202) 208- 
7531, fax (202) 208-6956, e-mail: 
Bruce_Babbitt@IOS.DOI.GOV 

• Secretary of Agriculture Dan 
Glickman, 200 A Whitten Bldg., 1400 
Independence Ave. SW, Washing- 
ton, DC, (202) 720-2166, e-mail: 
Agsec@usda.gov 

Bison Activist Organizations: 

• Bison Advocacy Project, POB 7381 
Missoula, MT 59807; (406) 728-5733, 
e-mail: bison@wildrockies.org; http:// 
www.wildrockies.org/bison 

• Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers, POB 
7941 Missoula, MT 59807; (406) 728- 
0867, e-mail: cmcr@wildrockies.org. 
(Contact them for video clips of the 
slaughter.) 

• InterTribal Bison Cooperative, POB 
8105, Rapid City, SD 57709-8105; (605) 
394-9730, fax (605) 394-7742, e-mail: 
itbc@rapidcity.com 



Delyla Wilson dumps bison guts on the Montana Governor and other politicians responsible for the bison slaughter. 


Bison Guts 


continued from page 1 

The results of the action were im- 
mediate. After a short break for clean 
up, and so Burns could fly the coop, 
the meeting resumed. But the format 
had changed; people were allowed to 
speak and, as best as they could, the 
politicians sat down and shut up. 
Next the local news hit, quickly fol- 
lowed by the national press. As Delyla 
was being bailed out, the officer in 
charge told her that the New York 
Times had just called. The following 
days were spent talking to press from 
Washington, DC to Australia to Wyo- 
ming — on and on the word spread. 

The decision to dump bison guts in 
front of America's criminals Senator 
Conrad Burns, Gov. Marc Racicot, 
Secretary of Agriculture Dan 
Glickman and Senator Max Baucus 
was made, for Delyla, by those very 
men. For months, years, these men 
and many others have talked and 
talked while every year more bison 
died. Environmentalists talked. Poli- 
ticians talked. The Native American 
tribes talked. The people talked. 

In this state-sanctioned blood bath 
the only things cheaper than words 
are bullets — bullets fired by state and 
federal employees and private citi- 
zens year after year while everyone 
sat around talking, talking and lying. 
All talking ever accomplished was 
piles of dead bison. Only action ever 
saved any lives. 

When the state wants to kill, kill it 
will. It takes years of concerted, in- 
your-face action to cease a state-sanc- 
tioned blood fest. The policy of 
genocide directed by Montana, 
Yellowstone Park and the cattle indus- 
try against the last free-ranging bison 
herd left in the world, is just such a 
blood fest. Government agencies re- 
spond to very little. They respond to a 
hit in their pocketbook and public 
embarrassment. The lie machine of 
Montana, fueled by its cattle industry, 
can believe what it will, but nobody 
comes from Germany, France, Japan 
or New York to see Montana cattle. 
They come to see Yellowstone Park 
and they come to see bison! 

Having BAGged Racicot, Glickman, 
Baucus and Burns, Delyla found her- 
self the latest media dollar and the 
Bison Action Group (BAG) found it- 
self a whole lot poorer. While Delyla 
waits out the trial, BAG has been 
forced to involve itself in fundraising. 
(The support throughout the com- 
munity of Bozeman and all over the 
country for Delyla has been incred- 
ible!) May 19, 1997, Delyla will ap- 
pear before J.P. Egeland in Livingston 
for her omnibus hearing. A packed 
courtroom to support her would be 
nice. A day of direct action would be 
even better. 

Wanna know what you can do? 
Come to the park and help out. Come 
with all you can muster. Come with 
ideas. Come with outrage. Come with 
a sense of humor! Just be ready to act! 
Be ready to spend a summer in the 
park and in their face! Remember 
that Delyla, BAG and the bison need 
not only your help and support but 
your moneyl You can send donations 
to BAG at POB 7326, Bozeman, MT 
59771; (406) 586-9141. And, as a spe- 
cial favor to us all, BAG your favorite 
politician/bureaucrat! 




Supreme 



by Brian Vincent 

On March 19, the US Supreme Court ruled that people who have suffered 
economic hardship from the Endangered Species Act (ESA) can sue the govern- 
ment to force less protection for species. The suit was brought in 1992 by 
ranchers and farmers near Klamath Falls, Oregon, over the government's 
decision to scale back irrigation during a drought. They complained that the 
scale back, designed to provide more water for the endangered the Lost River 
sucker and the shortnose sucker, caused them undue financial harm. The US 
Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) had determined that operations at reservoirs in 
Oregon and California might jeopardize the species' survival. 

"Without water, ranchers had to sell off cattle they couldn't feed, and farmers 
saw crops die in the fields," Gregory Wilkinson, the attorney for the plaintiffs, 
told the high court last year. Wilkinson claimed the ranchers and farmers 
suffered $75 million in damages because of the FWS' action. The plaintiffs 
argued that raising lake levels to protect the fish constituted a de facto 
designation of critical habitat and an economic impact analysis was required. 

The unanimous decision reversed earlier rulings by lower courts that only 
those seeking to enforce ESA protections have standing to sue under the Act. 
Lower courts had ruled in the Oregon case that those claiming economic harm 
as a result of efforts to protect endangered species did not have legal standing 
to sue. The Supreme Court disagreed, noting that the ESA allows "any person" 
to enforce its provisions. That means ranchers, loggers, utility districts and 
other developers can sue regulators for failing to consider the economic impacts 
or scientific necessity of protecting imperiled species. In so doing, the court has 
opened the door to challenges to the scientific basis for agency decisions from 
an economic standpoint. 

Reaction from the conservation community was mixed. Sierra Club attorney 
Alex Levinson said, "The Club's grassroots citizens rely on open courthouse 
doors to allow them to protect the environment. This decision may harm our 
nation's wildlife heritage, though, if powerful, wealthy corporate interests can 
tie up under-funded agencies in years of court litigation every time they try to 
protect the nation's dwindling wildlife." Heather Weiner, of the Sierra Club 
Legal Defense Fund, said the decision will likely result in more lawsuits filed 
over the ESA, but it did not necessarily give industry and property rights groups 
an edge over environmentalists. "Our position has always been that citizens 
ought to have equal access to the courts. The irony is that these industry groups 
have spent tens of millions of dollars to try to deprive us of that access." 

While the ruling may not have direct impact on species protection — since the 
federal government retains authority to prevent actions which jeopardize listed 
species — the decision is certain to have a chilling effect on agency implemen- 
tation and enforcement. Despite its successes, the effectiveness of the ESA has 
been hampered by a continuing reluctance of the federal government to 

properly enforce and implement the law. The Clinton Administration has 
routinely skirted the ESA, failing to list species in obvious trouble, designate 
critical habitat and/or develop recovery plans. Hoping to avoid political 
headaches and future lawsuits, the Administration will no doubt put pressure 
on an already skittish FWS to accommodate development interests. 


Settlement Reached on "No Surprises" 

Hoping to avoid further litigation, the Department of Interior reached a 
settlement with conservation groups on March 18 over FWS' adoption of its 
"No Surprises" policy. 

In 1982, Section 10 of the ESA was amended to allow the taking of threatened 
species, provided an HCP was approved by FWS. In 1984, FWS adopted 
regulations requiring HCPs to be altered if they were found to jeopardize the 
survival and recovery of endangered species. 

In 1994, without public notice or comment, the Clinton administration 
reversed the regulations with its No Surprises policy. Under the new policy, an 
HCP cannot be altered to increase protection for declining species or newly 
listed species except under "extraordinary circumstance" and only with the 
approval of the land owner if the changes require additional payments or 
development limitations. No Surprises legalizes HCPs even if they are found to 
endanger target species or fail to protect newly listed species. [The policy 
essentially reverses the mandate of the ESA to protect endangered species at all 
costs and instead protects private profits at ecological costs.] 

Under the settlement, the Interior Department agreed to provide public 
notice and allow comment on its controversial initiative. In August 1994, 
conservation groups — including the Southwest Center for Biological Diversity, 
Spirit of the Sage Council, Shoshone Gabrielino Nation, Biodiversity Legal 
Foundation, Fund for Animals and Forest Guardians — sued the government for 
announcing its No Surprises policy without prior notice and opportunity for 
public comment. 

The groups asked the court to throw out the policy and all HCPs that use it 
until FWS provided for public notice and comment, as required by the ESA and 
the Administrative Procedures Act. 

The Department of Interior has now agreed to publish a notice requesting 
public input on the substance of No Surprises. While the settlement does not 
preclude the government from processing incidental take permit applications, 
it does require federal agencies to "ask specifically for, and respond to public 
comment on, the appropriateness of any No Surprises assurances contained in 
each incidental take permit application based on an HCP that has not previ- 
ously been noticed for public comment in the Federal Register . " [Once the notice 
is published, the public has 60 days to comment, and the government will then 
have 150 days to publish its final decision.] 

Who to Write to 

While FWS has not yet published its request for public comment in the Federal 
Register [it has until May 18, 1997], you can make your voice heard now. It is 
critically important that we articulate our concerns about No Surprises. 

Send comments to Laverne Smith, Chief, Division of Endangered Species at 
US Fish and Wildlife Service, Room 452, Arlington, Virginia 22203; (703) 358- 
2171; fax (703) 358-1735. 

For more information, contact the Spirit of the Sage Council at POB 77027- 
102, Pasadena, CA 91107, (909) 422-1637 or the National Endangered Species 
Network at Bldg. C #347, 915 L St., Sacramento, CA 95814, (961) 753-7187. 




US Army 
Tanks 

Threaten v r 
331,000 Acres 
of California Desert 









by Daniel Patterson 

The US Army is trying to expand its 
642,000-acre Ft. Irwin tank-training 
base to almost.1,000,000 acres by grab- 
bing331,217 acres of prime east Mo j ave 
desert habitat. Big numbers. Big scam. 

The proposed Ft. Irwin expansion 
area, located between 1-15 and Death 
Valley National Park, contains 310,000 
acres of BLM pubic land (about the size 
of Rocky Mountain National Park). 
197,000 acres are within the Avawatz 
Mountains, South Avawatz Mountains, 
Kingston Range and Soda Mountains 
Wilderness Study Areas (WSA's), which 
are being considered for future official 
wilderness status and protection. These 
WSA's were not designated wilderness 
in the 1994 California Desert Protec- 
tion Act due to military politics. The 
Department of Defense has been trying 
to acquire this land since 1985. 

The Army says that with new technol- 


ogy it can now engage the enemy from 
a greater distance, and therefore must 
have more land for tank war games. 
"The technology-driven argument 
scares the hell out of me," explains 
Jim Dodson, a Sierra Club activist, Air 
Force budget officer and Army veteran. 
"Technology never stops evolving, and 
if you carry this logic through, then in 
the middle of the next century they'll 
want all of Southern California." Jeff 
Wright, a San Bernardino county EFler, 
said, "The BLM is not a land bank for the 
Army; it is supposed to be a land stew- 
ard." 

The land the Army wants is huge, 
remote, strikingly beautiful and rich in 
native biodiversity. It's a wonderful, 
wild desert area, full of Joshua trees, 
desert tortoises, Nelson's desert big- 
horn sheep, bats, owls, Gila woodpeck- 
ers, badgers, chuckwallas, Mojave 
fringe-toed lizards, springs, rare plants, 
cultural sites and riparian habitat. It is 
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mostly roadless 

and deserving of wilder- f % 

ness protection. If the 
Army gets this land, it 
will be destroyed by war games. 

It will take a great public outcry to 
stop the Ft. Irwin expansion. Please take 
a few minutes to put your opposition on 
the record against an Army "taking" of 
public land and natural resources. Tell 
the BLM to oppose plans to expand Ft. 
Irwin onto any public lands. Write to 
Mike DeKeyrel, NTC Land Acquisition 
Project Lead at BLM, 150 Coolwater 
Lane, Barstow, CA 92311; fax (760) 255- 
8799. Comments are due by June 4. 


congressperson 
and senators should 
also hear your oppo- 
sition, as it will take ^1|| 
an act of Congress to final- 
ize any expansion. You can also 
protest at local Army facilities to bring 
attention to the Ft. Irwin expansion. 
Groups and individuals are encour- 
aged to join the No Public Land for Ft. 
Irwin! coalition. Contact No Public 
Land for Ft. Irwin! at POB 7745, San 
Diego, CA 92107; e-mail: mojaveef@ 
envirolink.org. Do the truly patriotic 
thing. Work to protect wilderness and 
your public land. 
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Ya/ @<yt somtkCn/’ twhay? Wett/, den/ 


continued from page 3 

that reminded us all that Judi was 
not alone. That the prisons are pep- 
pered with political prisoners in this 
country— people who are not inno- 
cent but who are guilty of being 
effective advocates of change. 

We Greens must realize that the 
more effective we become the more 
apt we ourselves will be sabotaged 
and bombed. Bari's struggle is 
Mumia's. Mumia's is Leonard 
Peltier’s. Leonard's is Geronimo's. 
And when the Greens speak of Unity, 
they damn well better be speaking 
of standing as one with these stal- 
warts and consolidating the efforts. 
No amount of structural fine-tun- 
ing can fix an irrelevant vision. 

fudi’s wit was immense, even in 
her dying days. Although she often 
quoted foe Hill, saying, "Dontmoum, 
organize," as the end neared she 
chimed, “Don't om-m-m, organize!" 

Please pass along if possible our 
gratitude to Mumia for his inspira- 
tional message. And I encourage all 
Greens to insist on a proclamation of 
binding support for finding Judi's 
bombers and bringing the culprits to 
justice who have imprisoned Mumia, 
Leonard and Geronimo. No Green 
meeting of any sort should end with- 
out a resolution taking some action 
toward resolving this terror. 

As Judi said, "This is not about 
me. This is about the ability of every 
activist to work for social change 
and justice without the fear of their 
government’s secret police. " 

— Dan Scanlan 
Grass Valley, CA 

EF! Journal, 

In the past seven years I've 
worked as an organizer or volun- 
teer in many parts of the environ- 
mental movement. One thing that 
I've observed as individuals start 
their journey to save the Earth, 
whether an Farth FirsUerora PIRG 
canvasser, or a wide eyed college 
freshmen at their first SEAC meet- 
ing, is we begin with the highest 
ideas and convictions. Unfortu- 
nately over time, many of us let 
our edges erode and become com- 
promised in our approaches to the 
issues as the realities of the politi- 
cal process and the enormity of 
our goals becomes apparent. 

In the little over a year that I 
got to know and work with Judi 
Bari, I found, for the first time In 
my journey, an organizer and 
individual who drew the line 
and refused to never let herself 
cross over to achieve her will. 
Even more incredible, despite 
the disabilities she sustained in 
the 1990 attempt on her life and 
that she was raising two daugh- 
ters, she seemed to become only 
more radical. Judi was the one 
who declared this summer that 
there would be social upheaval 
in Humbolt County if Charles 
Hurwltz began logging Headwa- 
ters. (She was right!) Judi was 
the one who headed up the out- 
side support and fundraising for 
this year's two-month long 
basecamp, and Judi was the one 
who made us face the issue of 
misogyny and patriarchy within 
our own movement. 

There were many times this 
past fall when I'd call Judi from 
an action or basecamp with a 
crisis; the sheriffs were brutaliz- 
ing lockdowners, there was dys- 
entery in the kitchen, some 
wingnut was walking around 
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claiming to be God. She always 
took my call, calmed my fears 
and somehow managed to make 
me laugh at the absurdity of what 
we face in our struggle. She kept 
me sane through some of the 
biggest challenges I've ever faced. 
As the Headwaters fight contin- 
ues and we reconvene basecamp 
and actions this coming fall, I 
think that's when I'll miss her 
the most... I love you, Judi. 

— Josh Brown 

To: Dave Morris 
Superintendent Olympic NP 
600 East Park Ave. 

Port Angeles, Vv'A 98362 

Re: The Lake Crescent Manage- 
ment Plan/DEIS 

We oppose the use of recre- 
ational motor vehicles and wa- 
tercraft anywhere in Olympic Na- 
tional Park. One only has to look 
at the sad example of Yellowstone 
to see why. If there be any space 
allocated in the US for citizens to 
be free of pollution, noise, and 
the mindless arrogance of mo- 
torized travel and recreation, the 
national parks should be it. Let 
'em ride the damn things on tail- 
ings piles, settling ponds, log- 
ging roads, strip mines, drained 
reservoirs, abandoned highways, 
fouled rivers, construction sites, 
parking lots, dumps, dammed 
creeks, putrid canals, clearcuts, 
ore heaps, polluted harbors, over- 
grazed allotments and the little 
lakes and manicured lawns of 
suburbia, where the machines 
will feel at home. 

In addition, if people have to 
have conferences, let them do so 
in the endless supply of pastel 
hotel facilities that host, in their 
dim florescent-lit confines, gath- 
erings of oily-faced businessmen 
in suits with nametags. Keep the 
development crap out of this, 
and every park, and kindly quit 
sucking up to the hucksters who, 
whispering into the ears of cer- 
tain dim-witted congress-people 
whose greed outweighs any moral 
or aesthetic sensibilities by sev- 
eral orders of magnitude, have 
engendered the odious proposi- 
tion that our national parks 
should become theme parks for 
the bored, lazy, and cash-laden. 
They may dangle before you a 
fattened budget with promises of 
shiny new trucks and neato whiz- 
bang GPS collars to track the be- 
leaguered animals with, but you 
must be strong. You've been 
given a mission to protect this 
place, Olympic National Park — 
for folks to enjoy, yes — but on 
the landscape's own terms. Don't 
screw the pooch. 

Sincerely, 

—James Barnes 

SBS “T 

• \ ■ • 


s, \ , 

s '\ \ * 



"Uh-oh ,.. look* like the usual airplane food.' 


Dear friends, 

That 1997 Eostar Earth First! 
Journal is outstanding. I wanted 
to send a letter to the Pres about 
something that got me all stirred 
up, but I can't find His official 
address anywhere. 

Being as how the Earth First! 
Directory doesn't have a "DC" 
(Washington) address, maybe it's 
high time and dang appropriate 
that it did. Something like: 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
The President 
c/o Earth First! 

The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

All relevant letters to the Pres 
could and should henceforth be 
so addressed. 1 just know that He 
(and Al) will consider this quite 
an honor. And publishing the 
right address will help me out. 

Thanks, 

— Fred 

PS. Judi Bari "gone"? Don't kid 
yourself. 

I Ed. note: Thanks for the sugges- 
tion, Fred. Now everyone will be 
able to find the Pres listed in our 
directory on the inside back page.] 


Dear Shit-fer-Brains, 

I found this memo crumple up 
in a trash can. I think it's impor- 
tant that this cabal be exposed. 

Signed, 

— Anonymous 

TOP SECRET • TOP SECRET • 
MEMO FROM THE EARTH FIRST! 
COUNCIL OF PATRIARCHS 

It has come to our attention that 
certain young women, whom we 
have identified, have nearly ruined 
our plans. Clearly there has been a 
breach of security. These young la- 
dies are under thirty years of age, 
before which it is well understood 
that they should be seen and not 
heard. They have publicly ques- 
tioned the wisdom of their elders, in 
particular, the Men of this Council. 

As the Council of Patriarchs La- 
dies Auxiliary knows, a girls place is 
at the side ofherEco-Warrior — and 
those homemade cookies sure are 
delicious! But these young women 
who attended the recent EF! Activist 
Conference attempted to "out" our 
secret organization. They identified 
several men who they said were re- 
sponsible for oppressing them and 
dissing their lifestyle. Fortunately for 
us, their identification was incorrect. 

They fingered the philandering Jeff 
Miller, the wretched John Green, the 
dissipated Craig Beneville and the 
loathsome James Bames as Mem- 
bers. Of course, they are not and will 
never be part of our Patriarchal Coun- 
cil. (Jim Flynn is, but we're trying to 
kick him out.) These traitors to the 
Patriarchy have grumbled about be- 
ing told what to do by important EF! 
leaders; they hit each other and giggled 
during serious meetings; they hang 
out at the Journal office; they have 
not listened with attitudes of respect 
to EF! Artists' speeches, poems and 
songs; they refer to well-known and 
trusted EFlers by unflattering names; 
they associate with Missoulians; they 
make fun of vegans; they frequently 
promote violence against humans; 
and they have been known to say 
mean things about cops. 

Of course, the allegation is laugh- 
able that some of their "girlfriends, " 
AcasiaB. and Kimberly D. in particu- 
lar, could be "enabling" their men's 
dominance... They've got those pa- 


thetic fools by their short hairs. 

The young women did correctly 
accuse Brother Chris K. of being a 
"Traitor to Anarchy," and his lovely 
wife Michelle of being an "anti- femi- 
nist." Chris is a fine fellow and a 
Member in good standing, but their 
accusations may prove useful. After 
all, once a traitor.....? 

I think we’ve narrowly escaped real 
damage this time, but be careful. 
Steps will be taken to neutralize the 
offending females. 

In Manly Solidarity, 

— Pat Riarchy 
Grand Poobah or the 
EF! Council of Men 

[Ed. note: Thank you, "Anony- 
mous, " for your efforts to bring the 
EF! Council of Men out of the closet. 
Now, we need to identify their mem- 
bers and expose them in public.] 


said, "We know it's not the guy in 
his pickup truck, working a dan- 
gerous job trying to house and 
feed his family, that's the enemy. 
It's the cold-blooded bastards in 
the board rooms that don't care 
about workers or ecosystems that 
are the real problem." 

Now, certainly I don't adhere 
to the notion of rock stars as the 
vanguard of the Revolution — as 
some of us mistakenly believed 
in the pre-Altamount era. But, 
when Bonnie Raitt, Jackson 
Browne and John Trudell play a 
benefit for the forests, not only is 
much needed funding raised, we 
get major press coverage that we 
wouldn't otherwise have. When 
Alexandra Paul comes to an ac- 
tion, the media follow. When 
Woody scaled the Golden Gate 
Bridge, a hell of a lot more people 



Direct action in defense of the Big Wild can take many forms... 

Dear SFBs, 

I want to respond to criticism 


directed toward me and the EF!J 
about our reporting on Woody 
Harrelson's and Alexandra Paul's 
actions for the forests. 

I used to feel the same way as 
the critics who've weighed in 
about celebrities jumping in to 
support our issues. That changed 
for me in Portland in 1993. A full 
roster of noted musicians were 
there to perform at the free An- 
cient Forest Concert attended by 
some 70,000 people — making it 
the largest political gathering in 
Oregon history. 

At a concert press conference, 
Carole King was taking heat from 
an obnoxious timber town re- 
porter for her having "Holly- 
woodized the issue." She fiercely 
defended herself and the issues: 
"I've lived in my community for 
17 years and I've been on the 
board of my local environmental 
group for 15 years. I consider 
myself a conservationist first and 
a performer second." 

David Crosby followed with a 
searing analysis of the entire de- 
bate. When chastised about his 



heard about Headwaters. When 
he used his time on Letterman 
and Barbara Walters to promote, 
not his movies, but Headwaters, 
use reduction and fiber alterna- 
tives, that really was an activist 
taking advantage of an opportu- 
nity presented him. 

Granted that media attention 
is a societal flaw. Granted the 
issue is important enough to 
stand on its own. But, the point 
is they’re doing it and they very 
well could be doing nothing at 
all of social value with their time 
and money. Certainly, most of 
their performing peers could give 
a shit. And, those that do are 
more likely to step up if they are 
appreciated, rather than excori- 
ated for their actions. 

Bonnie and Jackson deserve 
praise for their decades of work 
on nuclear and forest issues. I'm 
proud of them. I'm glad there's 
Alexandra Paul and a new gen- 
eration following their example. 
Members of Soundgarden re- 
cently bought and set aside for- 
est land in Washington state. 
Where would we be without 
them? Where would the Ameri- 
can Indian Movement be with- 
out Marlon Brando? Ask any 
member of AIM how they feel 
about Marlon's involvement. 

I question Woody's choice of 
movie roles now and then. But, so 
what? I don't have to and usually 
don't watch them. And, I've never 
watched Alexandra's TV show. 
And, 1 think America's infatua- 
tion with entertainment royalty 
is sick. But, ultimately, I'm glad 
they're out there doing their part. 

We're all in it together, 

— Justin Time 





StCM/up and/bay it, but be/ brief! 


Hiya Earth First!, 

It's been a while since I wrote 
for the journal, but, in case any 
of you were wondering, I’m still 
hard at it— rainforest conserva- 
tion projects in Ecuador and New 
Guinea, reforestation in India, 
Councils of All Beings and other 
experiential deep ecology work- 
shops all over the place. I'll be 
doing a 3-month tour of the US 
in the fall — 12 weekend work- 
shops and maybe IS deep 
ecology/rainforest roadshows 
but more about that in the next 
issue. For now, I want to tell you 
about a project in the temperate 
forests, a project we're calling 
the Southern Forests Sanctuary 
or Gondwana World Park. It all 
started while Eshana and I were 
hiking in the Cani tree sanctu- 
ary near Pucon — Chile's first 
private park, a magic plateau of 
endless little lakes and old 
growth forests dominated by an 
association of Monkey Puzzle 
trees ( Araucaria araucaria) and 
Coihue ( Nothofagus dombeyi). 
The Araucaria along with Alerce 
(Fitzroya cupressoides) has been a 
national monument in Chile 
since the '70s and, although fre- 
quently poached, receives at 
least nominal protection. 

The Coihue, however, along 
with the other members of the 
Nothofagus family, Lenga 
(Nothofagus pumilio), etc. are 
logged, chipped, burned and 
cleared with abandon and as I 
was walking in wonder among 
them in the Cani sanctuary, I 
had this incredible, sense (which 
I last experienced at Terania 
Creek in northern NSW in 1979) 
that they were calling to me to 
help not only themselves but all 
the members of the Nothofagus 
family of trees and their associ- 
ated southern forests. I hadn't 
felt such a call as strongly as this 
since Terania Creek in northern 
NSW in 1979. At that time I was 
among a few hundred local new 
settlers so moved by the call of 
the trees, that we launched what 
I believe was the world's first 
direct action in defense of the 
rainforests. Some two years later, 
our movement succeeded not 
only in protecting these few hun- 
dred hectares in the Nightcap 
National Park, but through win- 
ning the battle for public opinion 
in our state, to the creation in 
one sweep of a string of rainforest 
national parks throughout the 
state which protected over half 
of the rainforests that remained 


in New South Wales (see "130 
Arrested in Australia, * Earth First! 
Journal December 1982). 

Anyway, back in the Cani 
Sanctuary, Chile, 1996, I heard 
such a call again. It also came to 
me that I was somehow sup- 
posed to enlist the aid of the 
Antarctic beech trees from Aus- 
tralia ( Nothofagus moorei) to help 
protect their Chilean cousins. I 
felt that this was somehow to be 
achieved via the common ori- 
gins of the Nothofagus family in 
Gondwanaland more than 100 
million years ago, by knitting 
the ancient connections back 
together again with a 4-country 
environmental education pro- 
gram and celebration of the trees. 
Somehow, I feel, the ancient 
Gondwanan connection when 
"understood" will create some 
magic that will raise the profile 
of the nothofagus and offer them 
protection wherever they need 
it — Myrtle beech ( Nothofagus 
cunninghamii) are being logged 
and chipped in Tasmania; the 
New Zealand government is 
breaking an accord it made with 
the conservation community by 
logging and chipping their 
southern beech forests; in- Ar- 
gentina, though there is no 
woodchip-ping, for the time be- 
ing anyway, the nothofagus 
forests are most threatened by 
logging and clearing. So I started 
to discuss this idea with other 
Australian and New Zealand 
groups, with the Chilean Lahuen 
Foundation and the activist 
group Defensores del Bosque 
Chileno, and the Lemu group of 
activists from the cordillera of 
Eastern Argentina (who had 
stopped a dam at Epuyen and 
successfully campaigned to cre- 
ate a string of national and state 
parks near the border with 
Chile). To my amazement, the 
latter presented me with a far- 
reaching proposal which they 
had independently prepared, for 
a southern tree sanctuary south 
of the 40th parallel (which Chil- 
ean, Australian and New Zealand 
groups have subsequently en- 
dorsed) to join the whale 
sanctuary already in place. The 
picture of this proposal (by Ar- 
gentine artist Pedrito Cifuentes) 
says it all. Check out our other 
projects, World Rain forest Re- 
port, Deep Ecology and find out 
what YOU can do on our website: 
http://forests.org/ric/ 

For the Earth, 

—John Seed 


Dear friends and comrades, 

This letter is a response to ru- 
mors that seem to have been 
spread widely and a call for im- 
proving the ways we deal with 
interpersonal problems. A full- 
details version, including sugges- 
tions for better problem solving, 
is available (hardcopy only). It is 
too lengthy and personal to ask 
the Journal to print, but you are 
invited to read it and pass it 
around. Just send a mailing ad- 
dress to 585 Chenery St., San 
Francisco, CA 94131 or DParks@ 
Darwin.Stanford.edu. 

It's only because of the value I 
place on the people I've met and 
worked with in Earth First! over 
the last 14 years that I choose to 
respond publicly. If I didn't have 
that stake, I'd just kiss it off and 
find other things to be involved 
in. On a personal level, my rea- 
son is to try to avoid unnecessary 
suffering. I'm always sorry to see 
anyone feeling hurt or intimi- 
dated in the movement, and I 
really hate to contribute even 
inadvertently to such situations. 

At the 1995 RRR in California I 
was told that a woman 1 had met 
briefly early in the week had ac- 
cused me of harassing her at the 
evening rally. I had greeted her 
and stayed nearby for a while, 
mostly because she was with 
someone I had known for several 
years, but I wasn't paying special 
attention to her, and our interac- 
tion did not involve physical 
contact or significant conversa- 
tion. This seemed like a situation 
where I could apologize for mak- 
ing her uncomfortable and learn 
what cues I had missed, and she 
could accept my assurance that it 
was not a case of intentional ha- 
rassment. However, my several 
attempts to resolve things 
through people I thought to be 
mutual friends were refused (by 
the "friends"; I have no idea what 
she thinks). 

At the recent activist confer- 
ence I found out that at least one 
person who was not originally 
involved has taken it upon her- 
self to actively spread false claims 
of overt and intentional harass- 
ment. I don't have everything fig- 
ured out, but I do not engage in 
intentional harassment, and I 
can't accept being called a liar for 
saying so. I fully realize that ha- 
rassment of women is a bigger 
and more general problem than 
mistaken accusations, but that’s 
not a reason to proceed with preju- 
dice or without checking into as- 
sertions before 
repeating them. 

One of the 
limitations in 
current EF! cul- 
ture is that the 
all-purpose re- 
sponse to any 
conflict is to be 
confrontational 
and set up a 
blockade. This is 
often an appro- 
priate reflex 
when dealing 
with real en- 
emies, but it's not 
a productive way 
to resolve differ- 
ences among 
people who 
should be work- 
ing together. 

— Dave Parks 


HUMANURE 


HANDBOOK 


A GUIDE TO COMPOSTING HUMAN MANURE 

188 page*, perfectbound, indexed, 1 1 1 u a . 

"An eco-luddlte, anarchist's potty training manual." (Earth First! Journal) 

"Finally we have a comprehensive book on recycling human excrement without chemicals, 
\hlgh technology, or pollution. Well written, practical, and thoroughly researched. . . "(Whole 

Earth Review) 

"This book answers every question anyone could have about 
managing a compost toilet and compost pile." (Waterworks) 

“Jenkins provides a convincing case that human waste can and should be a 
safe composting material." (Mother Earth News) 

. . almost certain to become a classic In Its field. This book should 
be required reading ..." (Countryside Journal) 

■outrageous humor and brilliant, diligent research. This Is one book 
that could save the worldl" (Permaculture Drylands Journal) 
$23.00 postpaid JENKINS PUBLISHING 
PO BOX 607, GROVE CITY, PA 16127 
800-689-3233 (2copies = $38 ppd) 

Check out our web site at 
http://www. JenkinaPublishing.com 



Dear old Shit fer Brains, 

What's happened to you? You 
don't look so good. Last issue 
you looked so bad it was just too 
much for me to ignore. 

All your responses sounded so 
wimpy and apologetic. You 
printed the most pathetic apol- 
ogy to Greenpeace after you de- 
clare them a "poodle." Then, 
when Captain "Poodle Lover and 
Seal Brusher" Watson attacks a 
past EF!J editor, you don't even 
give the old blowhard a slap back! 

And what is up with all those 
cowardly critics not using their 
real names? Come on "Bay," "Fez 
Velour," "Unsigned for the Un- 
sung," "I. M. Pissed," "John Doe," 
"oregon green anarchists," "The 
Green Phantom from Philadel- 
phia," etc. are your arguments so 
weak that you are afraid to be 
associated with them? 

One last complaint, Rod 
Coronado's letter last issue was 
an excessive personal attack on 
the National Activist Network 
and a brownnose to PETA (an- 
other previous and persistent 
poodle). C'mon Rod, remember 
who your friends are. 

Other than that, I think the 
paper looks great and the editors 
are doing a fine job. Give your- 
selves a raise! 

—Jim Flynn 
(EF!J READER 
SINCE 1988) 


out as to who they will support? 
Does their criteria potentially put 
some of you at risk of nonsup- 
port or isolation? 

We need to build solidarity 
among ourselves now, and not 
wait for the next crisis to hit, 
becuz it will, and in fact it has: 
four activists of the Coalition 
Against the Fur Trade, activists 
who organize legal campaigns 
against the fur trade, have been 
wrongly accused of ALF mink lib- 
erations and face more than nine 
years in prison. YOU CAN HELP 
by writing the "Mass 4" to ex- 
press your support and contrib- 
uting desperately needed dona- 
tions for legal defense. (Make 
checks payable to the Mass 4 Sup- 
port Committee, POB 80632, 
Minneapolis, MN 55408.) 

In solidarity, 

— Annie 



Dear 
Activists, 

If our movement 
is going to promote 
direct action in de- 
fense of the Earth, then 
we need to get serious 
about creating effective and re- 
sponsible support for political tar- 
gets, defendants and prisoners. 
We need to be able to trust that 
we will be supported by the 
movement when we are tar- 
geted, or how much will we 
really be willing to put our- 
selves at the risk of impris- 
onment? What went 
down between the Nation 
Activist Network (NAN) 
and Rod Coronado (Eostar 
1997, EF! Journal) isn't as 
simple as "just personal in- 
fighting," but rather it raises seri- 
ous issues that have come up in 
the heat of government repres- 
sion that have implications for us 
all. When people put themselves 
out as support resources for activ- 
ists targeted by the government, 
we need to know what their sup- 
port really means and what con- 
ditions may be attached to it. 

Our activist communities need 
to discuss: 

• What standards of conduct 
will we hold ourselves to when 
we are defending against govern- 
ment attack? 

• In the event of being attacked, 
what are the individual concerns 
of people in our groups? 

• What support resources are 
in place or need to be created? 

• What do you know about the 
needs of political targets, defen- 
dants and prisoners? Where can 
you find out? 

• What criteria is NAN or other 
"activist support" groups putting 



Dear Friends, 

I have been writing to a politi- 
cal prisoner in Tennessee. Al- 
though his crimes are not in con- 
nection with the environmental 
movement, he is a supporter of 
such issues. He has requested I 
write to you, to inform you that 
the prison where he is presently 
incarcerated is pumping raw sew- 
age into the river, called Duck 
River, which runs by the prison. 
The prison is: Turney Center In- 
dustrial Prison, Route I, Only, 
Tennessee 37140-9709, USA. 

He would like to remain anony- 
mous due to any recriminations 
he might receive over raising the 
issue. I am unaware of the exact 
laws surrounding such issues in 
T ennessee, but it seems likely that 
this would be illegal. If there is 
anything you can do, or anyone 
you can inform of this situation 
to attempt to get it stopped it 
would be appreciated. 

Yours sincerely 
(name withheld) 
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Only You 
Can Prevent 
Logging on 
Public Lands 

With your help, June 4, 1997 will be 
a historic day. It's the national day of 
action to end logging on public land. 
If we can pull off a series of coordi- 
nated actions nationwide, just prior 
to the introduction of a "Zero Cut" 
bill, we will force the timber industry 
to react to us. For the first time in the 
history of the forest movement, they 
will be on the defensive. 

Whyjune 4th? Because that day marks 
100 years since the first logging "rider" 
was passed. The Forest Reserve System, 
as it was originally set up in 1891, pro- 
hibited resource extraction on our pub- 
lic lands. Then, in 1897 the so called 
Organic Act was passed. But it wasn't an 
"act" at all. It was tagged onto a spend- 
ing bill with no public debate. 

The Forest Service motto is "Caring 
for the land and serving the people." A 
simple look at their books and the 
landscape and it is obvious that they 
are "Trashing the land and serving the 
corporations." In 1996 the government 
spent about $ 1.3 BILLION of our money 
on the timber program. Not a cent was 
returned to the treasury that didn't go 
into other timber related funds. We 
spent all this only to produce the 
equivalent of 3.9% of total US con- 
sumption of wood and fiber. We 
dumped three times that into the land- 
fills! The polls consistently show that 
the American people oppose logging 
on public land. Since the Forest Service 
won't manage the land in the public's 
interest, we must make them stop! 



So what's new with the Zero Cut 
campaign? A new network of grassroots 
groups across the country committed 
to working the Zero Cut message into 
their work. The Sierra Club is preparing 
to introduce legislation that will end 
commercial logging on public lands in 
June. Nationwide, activists are orga- 
nizing a series of actions ranging from 
letter writing campaigns to more color- 
ful and newsworthy events such as 
large demonstrations and direct ac- 
tion! That's where you come in! 

How can you help? Talk to your 
community and figure out what you 
plan to do, and then let us know. We 
are trying to have a meeting about 
zerocut with every regional forester 
and forest supervisor. Where there are 
particularly egregious sales, the dis- 
trict rangers should hear from us. There 
are also some woods actions planned 
to stop logging on that day. We are 
going to play connect the dots with 
the national media and get the wide- 
spread attention this issue deserves! 

Contact the following about the cam- 
paign. We want to hear your ideas and 
can provide the shocking Zero Cut 
facts, pamphlets, educational videos, 
planning and media support. 

Phil Nanas, Protect Our Public Lands, 
POB 25431, Eugene, OR 97402; (541) 
461-8733; zerocut2@aol.com andjohn 
Johnson, Southeast Center For Eco- 
logical Awareness, POB 4213, Chatta- 
nooga, TN 37405; (423) 266-8324; 
secea@chattanooga . net . 


CftSCADifi Rises 

The Summer of '97 will bring some of the most hideous abuses of corporate 
power to the last intact forests of the Pacific Northwest. Despite legal and 
legislative challenges to capitalistic greed, the war on the Earth rages on in 
endless search for profit. Wild critters are fleeing in terror as industrial society 
closes in on their homes. How can we stand by and watch? 

WHERE WILL YOU BE THIS SUMMER? 

Come help starve the corporate beast as it plunders its way through the public 
lands of Cascadia. Spend the summer on the front lines of direct action eco- 
defense. Join the countercultural dance of ecological and social resistance, 
while creating alternatives to the waste and alienation of modern society. 

• Ongoing direct action and training base camps will rotate throughout Cascadia, 
creating a network of nonviolent resistance, blockades, occupations and tree 
villages. Squat the forest, liberate the land! 

• Summer basecamp kickoff in the beginning of June, followed by a national 
coordinated day of action for the Zero Cut campaign on June 4. 

DEFENDERS OF SOCIAL JUSTICE, ANIMALS AND THE EARTH, UNITE IN 
THE NAME OF LIBERATION FOR ALL LIFE!!! 


Left Bank Distribution 



Radical, anarchist & alternative books, pamphlets & zincs. 
1404 18th Ave, Scuffle, WA 98122 (206)322-2868 
Call or write fora free catalog! 


No More Roads in our 
National Forests 

On May 29, forest activists all over the country will participate in protests aimed 
at the US Forest Service, calling for No More Roads in our National Forests! 

The Forest Service has already constructed over 386,000 miles of roads in our 
national forests. This is the equivalent length of 14 rings around the earth, or 
about one and one-half trips to the moon. This is also over eight times the length 
of the US interstate highway system. This makes the USFS the biggest (social- 
ized) road building organization in the world. 

We need wholesale, radical change in the way our national forests are managed, 
and we need it now. Take a break from putting out brush fires, and on May 29 go 
to the Forest Service office near you. Tell them how you feel. Make a scene. 

The Forest Service has been able to fool too many people for too long, and we 
can't rest until every East Coast yuppie and Oklahoma sixth-grader knows that 
Smokey has been a very bad bear. 

For a "Keep It Roadless" flyer or for more information, contact the Cove/ 
Mallard Coalition at (208) 882-9755 or the Northern Rockies Preservation Project 
at (208) 345-8077. 


NAFTA Superhighway Anti-Road Show 

Coming to the Midwest in May 

Earth First! troubadors Danny Dolinger and Peg Millett will head up the 
Alliance for a Paving Moratorium's NAFTA Superhighway "Anti-Road Show." 
The multimedia show will show the true costs of "free" trade and more roads. 

From Texas to Michigan the Anti-Road Show will educate and activate 
communities on and near the route for the proposed 1-69 extension, culminat- 
ing in a big demonstration in Memphis on May 28 to coincide with a public 
hearing on the entire 1-69 NAFTA Superhighway proposal. 

Interstate 69 presently extends from Flint, Michigan, to Indianapolis, Indi- 
ana, but as the NAFTA Superhighway it would plow through farmlands, forests 
and hundreds of communities in eight states, plus Canada and Mexico — all to 
facilitate truck trade that would result from the transnational corporate exodus 
to the south. This will add to air pollution, traffic congestion, global warming, 
roadkill and human death. Local economies and quality of life would suffer as 
development moves from town centers to narrow strips along the highway. 
The Anti-Road Show Touring Dates: 

Waco, TX — May 5, Tom Wiggins, Waco Natural Foods (817) 772-5743 
Houston, TX — May 7, Drusha Mayhew, Sierra Club (713) 864-6168 
Shreveport, LA — May 8, Jeff Wellborn, Sierra Club (318) 868-5243 
Little Rock, AR — May 9, M. Sullivan, Students React (501) 224-3418 
Fayetteville, AR — May 11, unconfirmed (888) ACT-4-APM 
Memphis, TN — May 13, Scott Banbury (901) 452-5086 
Chattanooga, TN — May 15, Katuah EF! (423) 624-3939 
Nashville, TN— May 17, Katie Culver TFDC, (615) 383-5003 
Carbondale, IL — May 18, unconfirmed (888) ACT-4-APM 
St. Louis, MO — May 19, Mark Quercos (314) 772-6463 
Columbia, MO — May 20, Jillian and Devin (573) 443-6832 
Bloomington, IN — May 21, Sandra Tokarski, CARR (812) 825-9553 
Indianapolis, IN — May 22, Andy Knott, HEC (317) 685-8800 
Heartwood Forest Council — May 23-26, Heartwood (812) 337-8898 
Paducah, KY — May 27, Christie Hanson, RACE (618) 564-3367 
Memphis, TN— May 28, BIG DEMO and PUBLIC HEARING at the AGRICENTER, 
noon until 3 p.m. Contact (888) ACT-4-APM or Scott Banbury at (901) 452-5086. 

For more information about the Alliance for a Paving Moratorium's work to 
promote alternatives to more roads and cars, or the new Coalition Against 
NAFTA Superhighways that APM is building, call (707) 826-7775 or write to POB 
4347, Areata, CA 95518. 


Heartwood Forest Council 
Full Circle • May 23-26 


Please mark your calendar and make 
plans to attend the 7th Annual Heart- 
wood Forest Council, "Full Circle," to 
be held Memorial Day weekend (May 
23-26) at Camp Rivervale in southern 
Indiana, nestled among the forests 
and farms along the White River near 
Spring Mill State Park. Seasoned activ- 
ists, newcomers and other friends of 
the forest will assemble for entertain- 
ing and educational programs, work- 
shops and strategy sessions, and coor- 
dination of efforts to protect our pre- 
cious remnant hardwood forests. De- 
licious vegetarian meals will be pro- 
vided as well as music, drumming, 
dancing, day hikes and a celebration 
of the changing of the seasons. 

The theme for this year's event, "Full 
Circle," reflects the expansion of the 


Heartwood network, and it is the first 
Heartwood Forest Council to be held in 
Indiana since the meetings that led to 
the organization's founding were held 
there nearly seven years ago. The pro- 
gram for this year's event will likewise 
address the full circle of issues which 
threaten our forests, from destructive 
logging to the invasion of chip mills to 
wasteful use and disposal of wood and 
paper, as well as the needs of grassroots 
organizations and the spiritual and 
physical well-being of forest activists. 

Join in the action, come gather 
around the fire, and be a part of the 
Full Circle! 

For more information or to help 
out, contact Heartwood at POB 1424, 
Bloomington, IN 47402-1424; (812) 
849-3631. 
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Big Woods Redezvous 
Minnesota • May 24-26 

The Big Woods Rendezvous is a Nonviolence workshops, tree climb- 

three-day action gathering for new or ing, banner hanging, blockades and 
long-life activists working for peace scouting, community organizing, con- 
and environmental justice. The Big sensus decision making, campfire rev- 
Woods Rendezvous will offer people elry, issue discussions and more! 
opportunities to build affinities and Meet in the old oak grove on the 
put tools in our direct action tool box. shore of Lake Geneva near Alberta 
The Rendezvous will bring together a Lea, MN. Call or e-mail for more infor- 
diverse community to develop new mation. Eric at (612) 333-191 7; e-mail: 
skills while sharing time-tested tactics ecarll02@aol.com; www.geocities. 
to affect critical social change. com/rainforest/7094 

Earth First! Gathering in the UK 
July 8 to 13 • Action H-15 

Last Summer saw the biggest Earth First! gathering in the UK to date. 400 
people from all over Britain, as well as Europe and the rest of the world, spent 
5 days in a beautiful, remote part of North Wales. There were talks and 
workshops ranging from actions to save the Australian rainforests to self- 
defence classes, blockading nuclear convoys to setting up solar panels. There 
was also plenty of football, tai chi, acoustic music, swimming in the lake and 
all round having a good time with old and new friends. 

The '97 gathering will be very similar, but there is always room for improve- 
ment. We are seeking presentations by eco-direct action campaigns from 
Britain and abroad. We also want to hear from people who would like to discuss 
movement-wide issues, such as gender, the history of previous UK movements, 
or how to run a successful campaign. A space will be provided to allow 
discussions on controversial issues within the direct action movement. If there 
is something you feel needs to be sorted out, then tell us. 

The gathering is also an opportunity for people to learn new skills and 
techniques that are of use to direct action campaigns. We need trainers to teach 
such things as building lock-ons, producing press releases, self defence, first aid, 
putting up tripods, legal support, etc. 

The exact location of the site will not be announced until the day before the 


Northwest Regional Rendezvous 
Eastern Oregon • May 23-26 

Join us Memorial Day weekend in eastern Oregon's Mahleur National 
Forest for more fun, education and action than you can shake a piece of 
downed woody debris at! The rendezvous will be located on the stunningly 
beautiful South Fork of Deer Creek, within the proposed "SS Deer/Jobs" 
timber sale. The rendezvous site is in an already impacted area of ponderosa 
pine, aspen and mixed conifer. 

Rendezvous organizers are planning a diverse array of workshops, walks and 
action trainings, complemented by fabulous music and fine suds to quench the 
most dedicated eco-activist's thirst. 

A word of caution: Eastern Oregon is known to harbor wise use types. Watch 
out for potentially hostile situations in the rural communities around the 
rendezvous site. 

To get to the rendezvous: Get your butt to eastern Oregon. Coming from the 
north on US Highway 395, go 17 miles south of the town of John Day and turn 
right (west) on County Road 63. (Coming from the south, County Road 63 is 52 
miles north of Burns .) Head west on 63 for 1 0 miles to Forest Service Road 24. Turn 
right on 24 and go 10 miles to Forest Service Road 425. Turn left on to 425 (your 
only choice), go 1.2 miles on 425, then turn left on to FS Road 430 and park. 

Southwest Regional Rendezvous 
San Luis, Colorado • June 6-8 

The headwaters of the Rio Grande Join us in discussing issues and 
Basin in Colorado's San Luis Valley projects threatening the ecosystems 
are wrought with the scars of 150 of the Southwest. Come prepared to 
years of industry extraction. It is also learn about campaigns and environ- 
home to the Southwest's largest, and mental activism throughout the 
perhaps the nations largest logging Southwest. Share stories, experience 
operation, on the once pristine T ay- and bear witness to one of the nation's 
lor Ranch (known to locals as La Si- most damaging logging operations, 
erra). Taylor's foresters have plans to For more details and a map to the 
remove 210 million board feet of lum- Southwest Regional Rendezvous con- 
ber off the ranch in the next 10 years, tact Ancient Forest Rescue at POB 762 

Join together with activists from San Luis, Colorado 81 152; (719) 672- 


gathering although the general area will be publicised in May. This is to stop 
police from hassling the land owner. This year we are going to ensure it is easy 
to get to the site by public transport. 

After the last gathering, we disrupted an RAF training base and a British 
Aerospace Engineering factory involved in the supply of Hawk aircraft and the 
training of their pilots for the Indonesian military. We need your help with this 
year's action. 

Although people are organizing this for free, there are still a lot of expenses: 
printing fliers, phone bills, possible marquee hire, money for food, bond for the 
land owner... over a thousand pounds. Anyone up for a benefit gig or got some 
cash? Send cheques to "Earth First!" at the address below. We'll be asking for a 
donation from people attending, prob- 
ably around ten pounds for the week. 

If you'd like to be involved or for 
more information, contact the EF! 

Gathering, c/o 16 Sholebroke Avenue, 

Chapeltown, Leeds, LS7 3HB, UK; 
phone/fax (phone 1st) 01 13 262 9365; 
e-mail: cornerstone@gn.apc.org. 


Fund for Wild Nature 

A non-profit, tax-exempt foundation which funds 
research, education and literature projects. 
Funding proposals and donations can be sent to: 

POB 1657, Corvallis, OR 97339 




FREE I 
SAMPLE 


^ CONCERNED . 
|K SINGLES A/ 
S NEWSLETTE 

|fiuj^£jinks compatible, 
socially conscious 
singles who care 
about the earth , 
ML, the environment, 
and a healthy 
-» society. 

^ Nationwide • All ages * Since 1984 

BOX 444-EF 

LENOX DALE, MA 01242 
or (413)445-6309 



Un-natural Menstruation ?! 

Toxic Shock Artificial Fragrances 

Dioxins Millions of T ons of Garbage 


Just some of the "benefits" offered to Women by the trans-national 
makers of Disposable pads. There are health and planet Positive 
alternatives; Many Moons is proud to offer Women: 


C5 0 

Washable Pad 
with "wings” 


100 % Cotton lilashoble Menstrual Pads/Panty Liners 
The ’Keeper' Natural Gum Rubber Menstrual Cup 
Non-chlorine bleached single use products 


Free brochure - Call Toll-Free 1-800-916-4444 (24hr/day) 


Many Moons 

Box 59, 15 -1594 Fairfield Rd 

Victoria, BC, Canada, V8S 1G0 (we ship worldwide) 


Menstrual Cup 

C". 


across the Southwest in San Luis, Colo- 3012. Please write or call if you would 
rado to see the mountains and forests like to give a presentation or perfor- 
which give life to the Rio Grande, mance during the rendezvous. 


Two Residential Trainings in 


Applied Deep Ecology 


t ^ 


J~-rT 


ncn o n 

«wnr 


■ July 12-20, 1997 -Whidbey Island, WA 

■ August 8-16, 1997 - Wilton, NH 

Faculty include: 

Joanna Macy, Alan Durning, Libby Roderick, John Seed, 
Bill McKibben, Stephanie Kaza, Ralph Metzner, 
Mitchell Tomashow, Robert Gilman, Elizabeth Roberts 

■ Expand your role as a catalyst for social change 

■ Explore the root causes of the environmental crisis 

■ Translate ecological principles into action 

■ Reawaken your connection with the natural world 


For a brochure, call or write: The INSTITUTE FOR DEEP ECOLOGY 
P.O. Box 1050 ■ Occidental, CA 95465 
(707) 874-2347 ■ Email: ide@igc.org 
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er and fate escaped 


This is for the rhino we approached 


In Matopos Park 


Intruding close enough on foot 
That I could see the sad sad eyes 
The forlorn resignation 


That there’s nothing anyone can do about us. 


They call him James 


As if colonialism should continue. 


Something gave him a bad foot 
Making it harder to keep away 

All the annoying, silly people 


From all the cameras 


Who want to get as close as possible 


But don t bother to learn about you 


Don t remember those sad sad eyes. 


When the mightiest creature surrenders 


We’ll have to turn and face ourselves. 


Montani SemperUberi 


—Jenny McBride 


All the power wrapped in that fur 


an animal 


ig % showafap me 


I sat staring directly at the mountain • 

j J- *• • ■- i- y '' 

across from the U-shapec|Tid||?^C 


upon which I was camped, 

thinking of the giants 

upon whose shoulder I 

The meditating Bodhisattva Ip: : - g 

who giggled like Han Shan ", ^ 

while staring at these same rilled monstrosities, 

The Catholic Mystic whose voice carried over 

the number-nine wire I have struggled 

to remove. 

As I stared 

I heard a boulder crash 


ab^sidjof Three Fools Peak 

and I remembered that “growing in the open air 

and eating and sleeping with the earth 

is the secret to making the best persons,” 

and mountaineers, are always free. 


He left footprints in the dust like great lily pads. 


Pd like tp seel wolf, 

See that embodiment in the wild 


finslanbe 


TWflS Cf5€ nieiot 


All the knowledge flaming in those eyes 
All the fiery mystery of survival 
Silent in that scent 


'Twas the night before Earth Day, when all through our town 
not a creature was stirring, 'cause there were none left around 
The streets were all swept, balloons flew in the air 
to mark the grand opening of a Homeowner's Fair 
There were billboards and banners and tour buses parked 
the land that was left survey stakes marked 
And Jim Bob was there to see this new leap 
when he settled to bed for a long April sleep 


Jim Bob shat in his pants as he trembled in fear 

the time of his judgment was coming too near 

for one thing about Jim Bob that nobody knows 

was that he'd killed the last reindeer with a shining red nose 

And though Santa was a story Jim Bob didn't believe in 

on that fateful night, Santa came to get even! 


Jim Bob tossed and he turned and he drooled in his bed 
while visions of profit margins danced through his head 
He'd rise to the peak of wealth and of fame 
ten more UT buildings would soon bear his name 
Swiss bank accounts would be on the rise 
golden-cheeked warblers being swatted like flies 
Ten dollars made for each dollar he spent 
everything that he touched would be turned to cement 
and once the country is paved over and barren 
he'd rename the nation Freeport-McMarren 
Jim Bob had a wet dream as his vision unfurled 
"Today Barton Creek, tomorrow the World!" 

When all of a sudden he awoke to the sound 
of the breaking of glass inside the compound 
He threw off his covers and jumped with a fright 
"Who could it be this time of night?" 

He ran down the stairs and out into the street 
then he looked all around and he cried in defeat 
His fair had been ruined, he viewed such a scandal 
for this was the work of no normal vandal 
And who did he see but old Santa Claus 
all dressed in black, with a wrench and a cause 
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Earth First! Trinkets and Snake Oil 


JEWELRY 


Inch-long, highly detailed silver 
monkeywrenches made by a move- 
ment artist who melts down silver- 
ware she liberates from the CEOs of 
multinational corporations. Very 
stylish. 

• Dangle earring — $12 each 

• Post earring — $10 each 

• Lapel pin/tie tack — $10 

• Pendant on silver chain — $15 



T-SHIRTS 


(All t-shirts are 100% cotton and available in medium, 
large and extra large. For XXL, add an additional S3.) 

ARM & WRENCH ( now in stock!) 

•NEW* Multi-color on Yellow/Gold — $15 

Eagle 

•NEW* Black on Unbleached— $12 

Earth First! Fist 

Black Fist on Kelly Green — $12 
Multi-color on Forest Green — $15 
Multi-color on Black — $15 
•NEW* Green with White on Black — $12 

Earth First! Tools 

Black on Unbleached — $12 

No Fucking Compromise 

White on Black — $12 

Visualize Direct Action 

Black and While on Unbleached — $12 

Classic EF! Journal BACK ISSUES for sale! 
Most dates available back until 1984. 
Send $3 per issue and specify issues wanted. 


BUMPER- 

STICKERS 

All bumperstickers $1.00 
unless otherwise indicated 

NEW! • END CORPORATE DOMINANCE 
NEW! ‘I’M POLLUTING THE PLANET 
NEW! •MONKEYWRENCH THE MILLENNIUM 

•AMERICAN WILDERNESS: 

LOVE IT OR LEAVE IT ALONE 
•ANOTHER MORMON ON DRUGS 
•“ANTI-GRAZING ASSORTMENT” 

(on non-removable paper @ $3/doz) 

•COPULATE DON’T POPULATE 
•DARWIN (words inside fish w/ legs) 

•DEVELOPERS GO BUILD IN HELL 
•DON’T LIKE ENVIRONMENTALISTS? 

PUT THEM OUT OF WORK 
•DREAM BACK THE BISON, SING BACK THE SWAN 
•EARTH FIRST! 

•HAYDUKE LIVES! 

•I’D RATHER BE MONKEYWRENCHING 
•IF YOUR PECKER WAS AS SMALL AS MINE, 
YOU’D NEED A MUSCLE WAGON, TOO 
(on non-removable paper @ .50 ea) 

•LOVE YOUR MOTHER, DON’T BECOME A FATHER 
•LOVE YOUR MOTHER, DON’T BECOME ONE 
•NATIVE (w/ blue and green earth graphic) 

•NATURE BATS LAST 
•NOT POLITICALLY CORRECT 
•PAY YOUR RENT, WORK FOR THE EARTH 
•QUESTION TECHNOLOGY 
•REAL MEN DON’T SHOOT WOLVES 
•REAL MEN GET VASECTOMIES 
•RESIST MUCH, OBEY LITTLE 
•SAVE THE DAMMED SALMON 
•SAVE THE WILD 
•STOP CLEARCUTTING 
•STOP CLEARCUTTING 
(on non-removable paper @ .50 ea) 

•STOP PUBLIC LANDS RANCHING 
•STOP THE FOREST SERVICE, 

SAVE OUR WILD COUNTRY 
•SUBVERT THE DOMINANT PARADIGM 
•THANK YOU FOR NOT BREEDING 
•THINK GLOBALLY, ACT LOCALLY 
•VISUALIZE INDUSTRIAL COLLAPSE 



More EF! Paraphenalia 


Fist Patch 

Quality 3-inch patches for your 
daypack, jacket or your butt! 
Earth First! Fist— $3 

Rubber Stamps 

Sturdy wood-block stamps 
made from unfinished scrap. 
Earth First! Fist— $5 
Earth First! Tools — 55 


Fist Caps 

Block harmful UV radiation 
and look damn cool doing it! 
Collect all four! 

(100% cotton, adjustable ) 
Tan — $12 
Desert Camo — $12 
Brown Forest Camo— $12 
Green Forest Camo — $12 


Silent Agitators 

Little 1.5-inch stickers good for 
your bike or your bulldozer. 
Earth First! Fist—30/$2 
Earth First! Tools — 30/$2 
No Deal, Assholes— 30/$2 

Window Stickers 

3-inch stickers for high visability 

EF! Fist-4/$l • Anti-Grazing-8/$l 


BOOKS 

Anarchist Farm 

By Jane Doe. Fiction, 192 pages — $10 

The Big Outside 
A Descriptive Inventory of the Big 
Wilderness areas of the United States 

By Dave Foreman & Howie Wolke. Maps, list of areas 
by size and state, 490 pages— $17 

Desert Solitaire 

A Season in the Wilderness 

By Edward Abbey. Nonfiction, 295 pages — $6 

Earth First! Songbook 

77 songs/33 artists/guitar chords/info — $10 

ECODEFENSE: 

A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching 

By Dave Foreman and Bill Haywood. Extensively revised, 
expanded third edition. Ned Ludd Books, 350 pages — $18 

The End of Nature 

By Bill McKibben. 226 pages — $12 

Green Rage 

Radical Environmentalism and the 
Unmaking of Civilization 

By Christopher Manes. Index, bibliography and foot- 
notes. 291 pages — $15 

Grizzly Years 

In Search of the American Wilderness 

By Doug Peacock. Photos, trade paperback, 375 pages — $13 

The Monkeywrench Gang 

By Edward Abbey. Fiction, 387 pages — $7 

Refuge 

An Unnatural History of Family and Place 

By Terry Tempest Williams. Bird species list, 304 pages— $12 

A Sand County Almanac 
with Essays on Conservation 
from Round River 

By Aldo Leopold. Special edition, 295 pages — $10 

Think Like a Mountain 

Towards a Council of All Beings 

By John Seed, Joanna Macy, Pat Fleming, Arne Naess. 
Illustrated by Dailan Pugh. 128 pages — $10 

Waste of the West 

Public Lands Ranching 

By Lynn Jacobs. Contact list, statistics, 500-item bibliog- 
raphy, over 1,000 illustrations (photos, cartoons, graph- 
ics, charts, maps). Large paperback, 602 pages — $28 

Wilderness on the Rocks 

By Howie Wolke. Ned Ludd Books, 240 pages — $15 


Send for a FREE copy of our 

COMPLETE MERCHANDISE CATALOG! 


|"EF! Merchandise Order Form 

I Quantity Description (f % Color Size Price 


HI 





HI 





HI 





IH 





Hi 










NAME 

TOTAL 

STREET 



foreign orders 


1 


I CITY 

I 

I 


STATE 


ZIP. 


COUNTRY. 


add 15% 


Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. Call us at ( 541 ) 741-9191 if you haven ’t received your order. Please use this form for ordering. Thanks! 
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Lots of NEW ECO-MUSIC Now m Stock! 


All music and merchandise prices have shipping charges already included 


jTcHKUNdtf iNEW! Jim Page 


Didjeridu, samples, electronic noise, 
shouts, sequencing, toms, timbale, 
hubcap, washing machine tub, 12- 
gauge pump, big drums, flute, shanai, 
grinder, scrap metal, rants, bullshit, 
snare, doumbec(s), 40-gal. drums, 
nagara, lighting, violin, voice, o-daiko, 
moving image, harmonies, bass, sonic 
textures, electronics and batterie 
"Post World Handbook" 

Dijamy, Crashing the System, Feral, 
Solidarity, Circus Loopis, Feral, Truckstop, 
Clearcut, Hall of the Khan CD — only $15 

If a Tree Falls jNEW! 

John Trudell, Zero, Robert Hoyt, Joanne 
Rand, Bruce Cockburn, Hank Williams, 
Jr., Buffy Sainte-Marie, Dan Fogelberg, 
Jello Biafra & Mojo Nixon, The Tinklers, 
Darryl Cherney, Alice Di Micele, The 
Wyrd Sisters, Ferron and Rumors of the 
Big Wave! TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

Timothy Hull iNEW! 

An uplifting travelog of environmental 
activism, Timothy's music invokes the 
spirit of the wild. 

"Brightness on Brightness" Brightest 
Angel, Twilight Songs, Tough Reckoning 
CD— $17 

Darryl Cherney 

No one can create a campaign song as fast 
as Darryl. He's a campfire favorite. 
"Timber" Who Bombed Judi Bari?, Arizona 
Power Lines, Earth Night Action, Which Side 
Are You On? TAPE— $12 
"They Sure Don't Make Hippies Like 
They Used To!" Free the Dead, Spike a 
Tree For Jesus, We're All Dead Ducks, 

Xerox the Money TAPE — $12 
"I Had to Be Bom This Century" Earth 
First!, Mosquito Party, It's CAMP, Ballad of 
the BLM TAPE— $12 

Alice Di Micele 

Alice is arguably the Northwest's most 
talented singer/songwriter. Her voice and 
lyrics cut straight to your heart. 

"Naked" Trouble in Mind, Make it Last, 

The TV Song, Out of Control, Pretty Blue 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Searching" Defend the Earth, 

Land of Broken Promises, Lift Us Up 

TAPE— $12* CD— $17 

"Too Controversial" American Dream, 

I Won't Say Good-bye, Everybody Needs to 
be Free TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"It's a Miracle" All or Nothing, Not for 
Sale, The God in You, First Snow, 

The Beaver Song TAPE — $12 

"Make a Change" Let it Rain, Wise Old 

Woman, Leonard Peltier, Dismantle, 

In a Gentle Way TAPE — $12 


A witty and talented songwriter, Jim is 
sure to open your mind and your heart. 
"More Than Anything Else In The 
World" A Sign of the Times, Valdez, Gays 
in the Military, Sinead, Bishop on the Run, 
Wages of History CD— $17 
"Whose World is This" Take Our 
Culture Back, Righteous, Beautiful Tear, 
Right to be Wrong, Tiha CD — $17 



EXIT-13 

Green, psychedelic music that advocates 
monkeywrenching, vegetarianism and hemp. 
"Don't Spare the Green Love" Spare the 
Wrench Surrender the Earth, My Mind's Mine, 
Gaia, Impaled CD — $12 
"Ethos Music" Earth First!, Only Protest 
Gives a Hope of Life, Reevaluate Life!, 
Disemboweling Party CD — $12 

Robert Hoyt 

Robert has impressed numerous audi- 
ences with his virtuoso guitar playing 
and homegrown lyrics. 

"Dumpster Diving Across America" 
Gasoline and Coffee, Trees, Quittin' Time, 
Hemlock Grove, Why Should I Care 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"As American As You" 

It's One of Ours, Enough, Shovelin' Mud, 
Apple Pie, Red Mud, Good Americans 
NOW ON CD! TAPE — $12 • CD— $17 

Greg Keeler 

Goofy, intelligent, country-western 
parody, Keeler's songs poke fun at 
everything worth poking fun at. 
"Enquiring Minds" An Excuse to Go 
Drinkin’, House Husband Blues, Forest 
Circus, Planet of Morons TAPE — $9 
"Post-Modem Blues" Lament of the 
Laundromat; P-U-B-L-I-C L-A-N-D-S; Swiss 
Army Beatitudes TAPE — $9 
"Bad Science Fiction" 

If Bears Could Whistle, Nuclear Waste 
Blues, Duct Tape Psalm TAPE — $9 
"Talking Sweet Bye & Bye" There'll 
Come a Revolution, Ski Yellowstone, Death 
Valley Days, Idaho, Little Bitty Bugs TAPE — $9 
"Songs of Fishing, Sheep and 
Guns in Montana" Fossil Fuel Cowboy, 
Drinkin' My Blues Away TAPE — $9 


iNEW! Keep It Wild! iNEW! 

riter, Jim is 14 songs from seven of our favorite EF! 

1 your heart. musicians: Darryl Cherney, Alice Di 
In The Micele, Robert Hoyt, Dana Lyons, Casey 

Valdez, Gays Neill, Peg Millett and Joanne Rand. 

1 on the Run, Mixed by Robert Hoyt, designed by EF!ers 
and packaged in recycled pulp with 
e Our vegetable ink. What more could ya want? 

tiful Tear, "Keep It Wild!" The Beaver Song, Flaming 

-$ 1 7 Arrows, Live Like a Prayer, Remember Me, 

Earth First!, Quittin' Time, Turn of the 
Wrench, Radiation on My Windsheild, 
Defend the Earth, TV God, Dancing on the 
Ruins TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 


Dana Lyons 

Dana's soulful voice and strong guitar 

convey a powerful, often humorous, 

message about the state of our world. 

"Cows with Guns" #1 Smash Hit! 

Song for Rod Coronado, Prayer for This 

Land, Native Forest Song, Geronimo 

TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

"Turn of the Wrench" Cry of the Forest, 

Dancing in the Dirt, TV God, I Saw Blood 

TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

"Animal" R V, I Am an Animal, Building 

One in My City, I Saw His Body, Timebomb, 

The Tree TAPE^$12 

"At Night they Howl at the Moon — 

Environmental Songs for Kids" 

(with John Seed) Willy the Wombat, The 
Tree, We Don't Want to Live in the Zoo 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

Peg Millett 

Longtime EF! activist and convicted 
monkey-wrencher, Peg has one of the 
most beautiful voices you'll ever hear. 
"Clear Horizon" Live Like a Prayer, 
Living Planet, Testimony, Walk this Trail, 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Gentle Warrior" What's Left of the West, 
Forever Wild, High Plateau, There is Power, 
Wild Things TAPE— $12 

Ned Mudd and his Rustic Band 

Ned's music is neither technically nor 
politically correct. Many of the songs were 
recorded in a burned-out warehouse; but, 
hey, they sound great! 

"Fine Time in America" Suburbia Blues, 
Nation of Sheep, Vacation from the Rest of 
the World TAPE — only $8 

Casey Neill 

With inspiring, earthy lyrics and euro- 
folk guitar, Casey is an EF! favorite (and 
an awesome dude). 

"Pawprints" All My Relations, Naked 
Underneath Your Clothes, Resistance!, The 
Power, G.O.P. TAPE— $12 
"riffraff" Disorder, Dancing on the Ruins 
(of Multinational Corporations), Flaming 
Arrows, The Codfisher, riffraff 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 


Keep It Wild! 








Only One Earth 

Original songs by Lonnquist, Oliver, 
Ostrow, Small, Cranston, Di Micele, 
Johnson, Rand, Mudd, Waldeck, Clifford, 
Keeler, Lyons, Stoltz and Grace. 

"Voices of the New Ecology" Manly 
Men, Subsidized Stumps, We Want the 
Whole Thing Back, Living on Borrowed 
Time, Warrior of the Earth TAPE — $12 

Joanne Rand 

Joanne's strong and versatile voice climbs 
and dances through her powerful songs. 
"Choosing Sides" Koyaanisqatsi, 
Privileged Class, Our Children's Children, 

I Love It TAPE— $ 1 2 • CD— $ 1 7 
"Home" I'll Be Washed Away, Home, 
Blood Red, Radiation on My Windshield, 
Eyes Like Salmon TAPE — $12 
"The Monkey Puzzle" (with The Little 
Big Band) Earth My Body, Wolf at the 
Door, South End Story, Song for No One 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz 

Walkin' Jim's deep, powerful voice and 
wilderness-inspired lyrics will send 
shivers down your spine. 

"The Vision" The Food Chain Song, 

Wild Wind, Thinking Like a Mountain, 
Way Out West TAPE — $9 
"A Kid for the Wild" Manfred the 
Mopey Moose, Ain't Easy Bein' an 01' 
Grizzly Bear, If I Were a Tree TAPE — $9 
"Forever Wild" I Walk with the Old Ones, 
Green and Growing, Wolf Song, Just a Part of 
the Sky TAPE— $9 
"Spirit Is Still On The Run" 

All Along the Great Divide, Lone Lion Runs, 
Yellowstone Tales, Lone Coyote Ways, 

The Writing on the Rock TAPE — $9 

Tree 

Throb and thrash to the passion of Tree. 
Their hard-core version of reality is sure 
to warp yours! 

"Earth First! Profits Last!" 

Freedom Rock, Squatters Rights, Negative 
Hippie, Question Abuse, Don't Chop Me Down 
TAPE — only $7 


Subscribe to the one , the only. Radical Environmental Jo urnal 


clip and send to 


Earth First! Journal, Subscriptions, POB M15, Eugene, OR 97440 USA 

f I wonder if the N. _ 

vTiTlD $500 Lifetime Subscription 



CD $25 Regular Rate 

CD $20 Low Income/Non-Profit/Library 
CD $35 (US$) Surface Mail, International 

O $ DONATION 

Subscriber Name 


CD $35 First Class Mail: US, Canada or Mexico 
CD $35 Brown Bag (First Class in a plain wrapper) 

CD $45 (US$) Air Mail, International (no foreign checks, please) 
CD $45 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 


Address 
City 


State 


Country 


The Earth First! Journal subscription list is confidential and never traded. If you use an alias, make sure that the 
post office knows that you, or someone, is getting mail at your address under that name or it may not be delivered. 
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Earth First! Directory 

ALASKA MAINE Cascadia Rising! 

POB 9554, Bend, OR 97708 


Michael A. Lewis 

POB 80073, Fairbanks, AK 99708 

Mike or Billie 

POB 6197, Sitka, AK 99835 

ARIZONA 

Phoenix EF! 

POB 8795, Phoenix, AZ 85066 
Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! AZEF! Newsletter 
POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 
Bradshaw EF! 

220 Grove, Prescott, AZ 86301 
CALIFORNIA 
Northcoast EF! 

POB 4796, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 269-8325 
Redwood Action Team 
Darryl Cherney 

POB 34, Garberville, Ecotopia 95542 
(707) 923-DEMO 
Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 95407 
(707) 523-1229 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 

Bay Area EF! Hotline (510) 848-8724 

Wiley Coyote 

POB 74283, Davis, CA 95617 
Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 
POB 73063, Davis, CA 95617 
(916) 753-1678 
Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-3205 
Santa Barbara EF! 

POB 12799, Santa Barbara, CA 93107 
Orange County EF! 

POB 4960-593, Irvine, CA 92616-4960 
Auto-Free Orange County 
POB 338, Laguna Beach, CA 92651 
Los Angeles EF! 

POB 4381, N. Hollywood, CA 91617 

(818) 569-5592 

Auto-Free Long Beach 

1776 Ohio Ave, Long Beach, CA 90804 

Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, #102, Pasadena, CA 91107 
(909) 422-1637 

Mojave EF! 

POB 492, Lancaster, CA 93584 
(805) 948-6291 
mojaveef@envirolink.org 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 7745, San Diego, CA 92107 

(619) 226-7325 or 740-1174 

sdef@envirolink.org 

COLORADO 

Walkabout 

POB 1166, Boulder, CO 80306 
(303) 938-1677, mjl@nilenet.com 
San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 

aq@freenet.uchse.edu 

Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 
The Wild Ranch Review 
POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Gunnison Basin EF! 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Culebra EF! 

POB 386, San Luis, CO 81152 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

The President c/o Earth First! 

White House, Washington, DC 20500 

FLORIDA 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Alachua EF! 

POB 1638, Alachua, FL 32616 
(904) 462-3374 

IDAHO 

Northern Rockies Preservation 
POB 625, Boise, ID 83701 
(208) 345-8077 
Cove/Mallard Coalition 
POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843 
(208) 882-9755, fax 883-0727 
cove @moscow.com 
ILLINOIS 
Chicago EF! 

POB 6424, Evanston, IL 60204 
Red Buffalo EF! 

POB 185, Normal, IL 61761 
Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 549-7387 

IOWA 

Tallgrass Prairie EF! 

POB 1503, Iowa City, IA 52244 
jjquig@blue.uiowa.edu 


Maine EF! 

POB 183, Harmony, ME 04942 
Wassumkeag EF! 

POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 
MARYLAND 
Anacostia-Rock Creek EF! 

POB 5625, Takoma Park, MD 20913 
(301) 270-0857 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Mass EF! 

POB 708, Littleton, MA 01460-2708 
Martha's Vineyard EF! 

RR 1, Box 381A 

Martha's Vineyard, MA 02568 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

MINNESOTA 

Big Woods EF! 

c/o Arise Bookstore 

2441 Lyndale South, Mnpls, MN 55405 

(612) 871-7110, paarise@mtn.org 

MISSOURI 

Ray O McCall 

Rt 1, Box 89 

Mountain Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 

(573) 443-6832 

74747.2052@compuserve.com 

Chinquapin Resistance 

POB 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163 

(314) 772-6463 

MONTANA 

Northern Rockies Biodiversity Project 
POB 4431, Whitefish, MT 59937 
(406) 862-4945 
Wild Rockies EF! 

POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 . 
(406) 728-5733 (message #) 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Rd, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
New Hampshire EF! 

POB 4101, Portsmouth, NH 03802 
NEW IERSEY 

PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Project 
POB 506, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 
(201) 748-4322 
Green Vigilance 

46 E. Monroe, Mt. Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

NEW MEXICO 

Land of Disenchantment EF! 

POB 72295, Albuquerque, NM 87195 

New Mexico Direct Action 

POB 22488, Santa Fe, NM 87502-2488 

(505) 988-8128 

NEW YORK 

Wetlands Preserve 

James Hansen 

161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-5244, fax 925-8715 
Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
(516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

532 Portage Rd, 1st Floor 
Niagara Falls, NY 14301-1936 
(716) 282-7777 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Katuah EF! c/o Paloma 
POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

17305 Grovewood Ave 
Cleveland, OH 44119 
(216) 383-9985 
Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 17, Univ. of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 
(513) 281-6892 
Oberlin EF! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 
OEARTHFIRST@oberlin.edu 
Hock-Hocking Watershed EF! 

8 N. Court St # 307, Athens, OH 45701 
(614) 594-6400 
Piankasha EF! 

7992 Hopper Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45255 

OREGON 

Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 343-7305 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386 

Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Blue Heron EF! 

Reed Coll. SAO, Portland, OR 97202 
(503) 771-1112x7875 


Kangaroo EF! 

POB 332, Williams, OR 97544 
Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburg, PA 15217 
Antoinette Dwinga 
842 Library Ave, Carnegie, PA 15106 
Scott Thiele 

RD 4, 237-A Elk Ln, Montrose, PA 18801 
Allegheny Defense Project 
POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214 
(814) 226-4918, adp@envirolink.org 

TENNESSEE 
Katuah EF! 

Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 624-3939 
Katuah EF! 

1414 Highland Ave, Knoxville, TN 37916 

TEXAS 
EF! Austin 

POB 7292, Univ. Stn, Austin, TX 78713 
(512) 478-7666, entropy@eden.com 
Corpus Christi EF! 

4114 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 
East Texas EF! 

Rt 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 

UTAH 

Autonomy House 

POB 11015, SLC, UT 84147 

Wild Wasatch Front 

847 W 700 S, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 
POB 804, Burlington, VT 05402 

VIRGINIA 

Virginia EF! 

Rt 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 

(540) 885-6983 

Massive Retaliation 

2129 General Booth Blvd #253 

Virginia Beach, VA 23454-5872 

PAW Southwest Virginia 

POB 13192, Roanoke, VA 24031-3192 

(540) 982-0492 

WASHINGTON 

Jeanette Russell 

Bellingham, WA (360) 647-1680 

Seattle EF! 

POB 85541, Seattle, WA 98145 
ph/fax (206) 632-2954, can@scn.org 
Olympia EF! 

POB 12391, Olympia, WA 98508 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 

Rt 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 

(304) 754-9161 

WISCONSIN! 

Midwest Headwaters Action 
Midwest Headwaters Journal 
731 State St, Madison, W1 53711 
(608) 255-8765 or 250-8378 
The Old Man 

235 Travis, Wisconsin Rapids, W1 54495 

(715) 423-5636 

North Forests EF! 

c/o Grassroots Collective 

748 Algoma Blvd, Oshkosh, WI 54901 

(414) 424-0265 

Bay Area North Guard 

POB 116, Washburn, WI 54891 

(715)373-2717 

Driftless EF! c/o WPA 

POB 2761, LaCrosse, WI 54602-2761 

(608) 782-6997 

Sand County EF! 

POB 992, Stevens Point, WI 54481 


Send address changes to: 
EF! Journal. POB M15 
Eugene. OR 97440 


JAIL SUPPORT 

Rod Coronado 
03895-000, FC1 Unit SW 
8901 S. Wilmot Rd. 

Tucson, AZ 85706 USA 
Direct Action Defense Fund 
POB 57357 

Tucson, AZ 85732-7357 USA 
(520) 795-5171 
National Activist Network 
POB 19515 

Sacramento, CA 95819 USA 
(916) 452-7179 
North American ALF 
Support Group 
Box 69597, 5845 Yonge. St. 
Willowdale, Ontario 
M2M 4K3 Canada 





End Corporate Dominance 

POB 7292, Austin, TX 78713 
(512) 478-7666, entropy@eden.com 
Ranching Task Force 

(520) 791-2913 

Sea Defense Alliance (SeDnA 
POB 67121, Scotts Valley, CA 95061 
Genetic Alert/Wise Use Watcl 
POB 2182 ; Berkeley, CA 94702 
halcarl@rahul.net 
Warrior Poets Society 
ASUC Box 361 
Berkeley, CA 94720-4510 
0 Xtract from Public Lands 
EF!J, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 


POB 30727, Seattle, WA 98103 
Bison Action Group 
4880 S. 19, Bozeman, MT 59718 
Cascadia Fire Ecology 
Education Project 
POB3563, Eugene,OR 97403 
Coast Watch 
POB 1811, Rockland, ME 04841 
Cold Mountain, 

Cold Rivers Video Project 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867 

(510) 376-7329, fax 631-7958 


ewthfirst@igcapc. 


International EF! Directory 


AUSTRALIA 

Rainforest Information Centre 

POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 

(066) 21-85-05 

EF! Australia 

Canopy, POB 1738Q GPO 

Melbourne 3001, Victoria 

(03) 354-7972, fax (03) 416-2081 

CANADA 

Coast Mountains EF! 

1472 Commercial Drive, Box 128 

Vancouver, BC V5L 3X9 

(604) 708-9660 

EF! Prince George 

Box 1762, Prince George, BC V2L 4V7 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 
VALLEYWATCH! 

Group 8, Box 8, RR1 

Winlaw, BC V0G 2V0 

EF! Manitoba 

15-222 Osborne St. South 

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3L 1Z3 

(204) 453-9052 

EF! Toronto 

POB 70, 1576 Queen St. West 
Toronto, Ontario M6R 1A6 
(416) 698-6343 
EF! Ottawa 
Box 4612 Station E 
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 
Autonomous Green Action 
POB 4721, Station E 
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H9 
di695@freenet.carleton.ca 
EF! Montreal, Diffusion Noire 
c/o Librairie Alternative 
2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 
Montreal, PQ H2X 2T3 
EIRE 

An Talamh Glas c/o Anne 
Abbey St., Ballinrobe 
County Mayo 

ENGLAND 

[Over 40 EF! groups exist in 
England; for a list, contact the 
EF! Action Update, POB 9656, 
London N4 4JY; (0171) 561-9146; 
actionupdate@gn.apc.org] 

Oxford EF! 

Box E, 111 Magdalen Rd., 

Oxford, OX4 IRQ, (01865) 791391 
South Downs EF!, Dead Trees EF! 
and Do or Die 

6 Tilbury Place, Brighton BN2 2GY 
savage@easynet.co.uk 
http://www.hrc.wmin.ac.uk/ 
campaigns/earthfirst.html 

FRANCE 

Eco-Action/EF! France 

44 Rue de Gesvres, F-60 000 Beauvais 

(+33) 03 44 45 26 22, fax 44 45 26 25 


GERMANY 
EF! Germany 

c/o Avalon, Friedrich-Ebert Str 24 
45127 Essen 

INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 

Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok PATNA-800 001 
Bihar, Post Box 229 
PHILIPPINES 
Ariel Betan, Green Forum 
3rd Floor, Liberty Building 
Pasay Rd., Makati, Metro Manila 
(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 
Volunteers for Earth Defense 
189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 
1105 Quezon City 
POLAND 

Workshop For All Beings 
ul. Modrzewskiego 29/3 
43-300 Bielsko, Biala 
fax 0048-30-29496 

RUSSIA 

Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod 603082 
(8312) 34-32-80, tretyput@glas.apc.org 
Rainbow Keepers (Moscow) 

(095) 954-91-93, rk@glas.apc.org 
ECODEFENSE! 

Moskovsky prospekt 120-34 
236006 Kaliningrad/Koenigsburg 
ph/fax +7 (0112) 43-72-86 
ecodefense@glas.apc.org 
SCOTLAND 
Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 
44 (0)41 636 1924/339 8009 
fax 44 (0)41 424 3688 
scotree@gn.apc.oig 

SLOVAKIA 
Earth First! 

A. Hlinku 11, 96001 Zvolen 
kolenka@uvt.tuzvo.sk 

SPAIN 

Manuel A. Demandes 

Taller de E. A. A. CURUXA 

J. B. Xelmirer J, Campus Universitario 

1570 S Santiago 

(81) 584321, fax (81) 584533 

SWEDEN 

Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg 

UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 
c/o Nadia Shevchenko 
Glushkova 17-22, Kiev 252187 
+7 (044) 252-48-22, 
nadia@gluk.apc.org 


Green 
Phone Fun! 

with 


Affinity 


Long Distance 


Affinity Long Distance 
guarantees a 10% rate-reduction 
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Activists Raided 
in Canada 

by Darren Thurston 

Government harassment is still alive and well in 
Canada these days. In the past few months, activists 
in British Columbia have had their homes and 
vehicles bugged, have been followed regularly by 
plainclothes cops and, most recently, had their 
homes raided by the feds. David Barbarash and I 
were convicted and served prison time for Animal 
Liberation Front related crimes five years ago. Given 
our history, we are an easy target for lazy cops who 
apparently have no other leads in a number of 
unsolved crimes. 

This is how the recent round of harassment be- 
gan: One day, while cleaning my friend Gina's 
truck, I noticed a black metal box shoved way up 
under the dashboard. Thinking that it was more 
than a little strange, I pulled it out partially and took 
a closer look, it had stickers with serial numbers and 
connectors with several wires coming out of it — an 
audio transmitter, a bug. 

Assuming that if there was a bug in the truck, 
there would probably be one in the house as well, I 
did an intensive search of our home that night. At 
3 a.m. I found it, hidden in the furnace room. 1 
noticed strange-looking, small, gray- wires shoved 
way up beside a pipe, in a hole in the ceiling 
alongside some insulation. I pulled them out fur- 
ther to take a look and saw a BC-telephone pager 
with a wire running through it to a circuit board — 
definitely not your normal home wiring. 

We contacted several lawyers to find out the 
legalities of removing electronic surveillance equip- 
ment. We did not know who had placed the de- 
vice — private investigators hired by the fur (or other) 
industry slime balls, law enforcement or national 

continued on page 23 


Work (Stopped at Sucker Creek 


by Hazel, Spring, Nuthatch & 
Firewalker 

The heart of the Siskiyou bioregion 
is home to old-growth, mixed-conif- 
erous forests, raging mountain run- 
off and wildness. It is also the site of 
a 12.4-million-board-foot abomina- 
tion, known by the US Forest Service 
and Rough and Ready Lumber Co. as 
"China Left." The China Left timber 
sale was originally released by 
Hatfield's "Rider from hell." Unlike 
the other 318 sales, Clinton 
grandfathered in China Left under 
the Northwest Forest Plan as a perk to 
the timber industry, even though it 
was inconsistent with the spotted 
owl protections of the plan. Know- 
ing Rough and Ready was hurrying 
to cut the trees before an Endangered 
Species Act listing for Coho salmon 
went into effect on June 5, a direct 
action campaign by the Siskiyou For- 
est Defenders put forth a powerful 
occupation of these amazing woods, 
strengthened by the righteous pres- 
ence of many visitors, most notice- 
ably Arcatans and Cascadians. (We 
love our neighbors!) 

Roving bands of road peckers trash- 
ing roadwork-in-progress gave way 
to overt public resistance on May 13. 
The first day in a month of highly 
effective, public civil disobedience 
began when a group of forest activ- 
ists hiked in seven miles and bush- 
whacked down a steep mountainside 
into the upper units of the China Left 

continued on page 5 



Protesters stop falters from entering China Left. What do cops think at times like these? 



The Next Corporate Power Grab 

by Lyndy Worsham 

I hope we shall crush in its birth the aristocracy of our moneyed corporations, which dare already 
to challenge our government to a trial of strength and bid defiance to the laws of our country. 

— Thomas Jefferson 

The engines of economic globalization have gained startling speed over the past decade, 
fueled, in part, by the World Trade Organization (WTO) and the North American Free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA). However, the most recent and pernicious power grabbing 
attempt by transnational corporations is the introduction of the Multilateral Agreement 
on Investment (MAI). 

If you've never heard of the MAI, don't feel left out. Supporters of the MAI, including the 
European Union, the United States, powerful banks and transnational corporations, have 
tried to conduct negotiations in complete secrecy, sidestepping basic democratic principles 
and proceeding without the knowledge or scrutiny of the public, the media or elected 
officials. Fortunately, Public Citizen, a public interest group based in Washington, DC, 
recently managed to liberate the MAI draft text from secrecy. 

What is the MAI? 

The MAI is a new international economic agreement currently being negotiated by the 
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), a Paris-based interna- 
tional policy organization comprised of 29 countries, including the world's largest econo- 
mies with the highest foreign investment rates. Also, not surprisingly, 447 of the world's 
largest 500 transnational corporations are members of the OECD. 

The MAI creates a corporate bill of rights through investment protection, investment 
liberalization, and investor-to-state dispute settlement procedures. The MAI consists of a set 
of rules which place new restrictions on what governments can do to regulate international 
investment and corporate power. These rules seek to protect and expand the power of 
corporations and wealthy international investors by guaranteeing them: 1) a stable invest- 

continued on page 24 
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Urban Treesit or Filet Mignon? 



Different businesses reward employees in various ways — 
a filet mignon dinner, tickets to the symphony or even 
Sunday brunch. The boss kicks down and everyone gets 
together and gobbles it up. As an employee, it kind of 
makes you feel appreciated — congregating with your co- 
workers at the boss' expense. 

A similar thing happened here at the Earth First! Journal. 

But this time, the boss didn't take us all out to a fancy 
dinner or to Les Mis, nor did the 
boss spring for any free-bees. Ac- 
tually, there is no boss. Nonethe- 
less, the five employees did have 
a coming together that sure beat 
a full belly, singing Cosette or a 
fat, bonus paycheck. 

After finding out that our 
hometown of Eugene, Oregon, 
had been up to its same old she- 
nanigans (funding half the cost 
of a new concrete eyesore), 
the editorial staff got much 
closer during the wee hours 
of Sunday, June 1. 

The plan for the building in- 
cludes parking for 800 more ve- 
hicles, housing for yuppies and 
office/retail space — all in the 
name of corporate welfare for 
Symantec, a transnational com- 
puter software company that has 
"reserved" most Of the parking Peace signs apparently mean more pepper spray 

spaces. This subsidy comes at a 

time when both state and local spending have been cut 
due to recent ballot initiatives. The city says there is no 
money to keep the library open in full operation. Local 
schools, parks and swimming pools have felt the squeeze 
as well. But plenty of capital flows when it comes time to 
subsidize a $ 12-million gas-guzzler garage. To top things 
off, 40 historic hardwoods, some nearing 100 years old, 
were felled in a city recently recognized as "Tree City USA" 
by the National Arbor Day Foundation. 

In protest, we chose to leap over the barricading fence, 
shimmy up Eugene's heritage and perch in protest of the 
city's atrocious behavior. It was a Sunday tree-sit. We 
actually got to spend some quality time together, scattered 
about in different big leaf maples and sweet gums, 
watching the sunrise and waiting for the Eugene Police 
Department. Six others were in the trees with the entire 
Journal editorial staff. 

After setting up my hammock and clipping my safety 
line, I was able to process what was actually going on. 

Thirty riot cops stood equipped in their Darth Vader 
costumes below us, ready for our nonviolent, civil-disobe- 
dient selves to instigate a reason to put their rusty gear to 
use (pepper spray, tear gas, rubber bullets and gas masks). 

3* auna C a&afa 

Fauna, n. animal life. 

Cabala, n. an esoteric, secret matter or 
mysterious act. 

The mochokid catfish ( Synodontis multipunctatus Boulengef), 
endemic to Lake Tanganyika in East Africa, is a brood parasite of 
mouthbrooding cichlids. Among fish, some members of the 
family Cichlidae (called cichlids) have the most com- 
plex parental care system known. The female takes her ^ 
externally-fertilized eggs into her mouth and incubates — 15 

them in cheek cavities. The fry, after absorbing their yolk sac, 
use their mother's mouth as a refuge until they are independent. 

By covertly joining the spawning cichlid couple, the 
mochokid catfish takes advantage of such superior maternal 
care; the female cichlid incubates catfish eggs as well as her 
own. The catfish mature faster than cichlid fry and proceed to 
eat them while still in their mother's mouth. After consuming 


The crack of dawn also saw the arrival of a dismayed tree 
faller, the city demolition crew and two firetrucks with 
hydraulic ladders equipped with platforms. 

As the firetruck bucket, containing a fireman and two 
costumed police officers, well stocked with their toxic, 
spicy pepper spray (two flavors!) went from tree to tree, the 
trigger fingers of the armed bandits seemed to get much 
more comfortable spraying the sitters — like fighting wasps 

with Raid. Gradually the doses got heavier, as 

did the resistance both in the trees and on the 
ground. When the pepper spray wasn't drop- 
ping the protesters as quickly as anticipated, 
the abusive officers began probing and jab- 
bing bodies and lifting up clothing to spray 
sensitive areas. They shot chemicals up and 
down shirts and pantlegs, between finger web- 
bing, in ear canals, in mouths, all over scalps 
and exposed flesh, and frequently in the face. 
One sitter took over 15 cans before succumb- 
ing to the torturers. 

As the five of us (and 17 others) sat like 
marinated chili peppers in the Lane County 
Jail, the cop-provoked rioting activities esca- 
lated until the last of the trees dropped. Es- 
corted from booking rooms to holding pens to 
jail cells, eye contact with one another was all 
that was exchanged, reassuring ourselves that 
we were in solidarity, fighting corrupt policy 
making, corporate welfare and demonstrating 
the effectiveness of civil disobedience — a tool 
pepperspray mastered by our admired predecessors, like 
Thoreau, Ghandi and King, who knew things 
were awfully wrong. 

The five of us were arraigned together 40 hours later, 
looking real sketchy in green jail costumes with pepper 
sprayed hair and smelling like riffraff, but we knew this 
sure beat a boss-sponsored luncheon or dinner any day. 

— Joshua Laughlin 

Fallen Warriors 

On May 25, while returning from the Big Woods Rendez- 
vous in Minnesota, a vehicle carrying Greenpeace climbing 
trainers was involved in a fatal accident, taking the lives of 
Mario Ponce and Ani Ayaltin. 

Mario, 25, was a canvass field manager, campaign member 
of the action team and a crew member on Greenpeace ships. 

Ani, 30, was an active phone and door canvasser and 
always a willing participant in Greenpeace actions and 
campaign work. 

Mario and Ani spent the last weekend of their lives doing 
what they loved to do, sharing skills with other environ- 
mental activists to strengthen the movement. 

The smiling faces and loving hearts of these fallen heroes 
will be long remembered by the many lives they touched. 

— Bill Busse 1 


'By f 'WjABJCB'R 


all of the host's young, the catfish venture out to forage on 
benthic materials and return to the cichlid's mouth for safety. 

The catfish species is an obligate brood parasite 
Km (meaning that it requires a cichlid host to 

J 8JI » raise its offspring); this indicates that the 

I catfish and mouthbrooders share a long 
MT evolutionary history in Lake Tanganyika. 

// I N'f! The relationship persists be- 

cause parasitism is rare (about 
S i X percent of broods) and be- 
sl cause the cichlids have not devel- 

oped a mechanism to recognize its oc- 
currence. This is the first report of brood 

T parasitism in a non-avian vertebrate. It 

reveals that even seemingly superior modes 
of increasing offspring survival can be co-opted 
by co-evolutionary lowbaggers. 
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Movemiento Revolucionario Tupac Amaru 


by Derrick Jensen 

As a longtime environmental activist, I am inti- 
mately acquainted with the landscape of loss and the 
heartbreaking experience of seeingunassailable moral, 
legal and scientific arguments fall before naked po- 
litical, economic and physical power. I have a deep 
interest in the relationship between pacifistic and 
armed resistance to that power. When does pacifistic 
resistance work, and when does it not? When is 
armed resistance acceptable, and when not? 

Last December 17, members of Peru's Movemiento 
Revolucionario Tupac Amaru (MRTA) took over the 
Japanese ambassador's house in Lima, seizing some 
500 hostages. They released women and children 
immediately, and for various humanitarian rea- 
sons, released all but 72 of the remaining hostages 
over the next several weeks. Their primary demand 
for the release of the remaining hostages, including 
several Peruvian Supreme Court members, a former 
chief of Peru's secret police and regional officers for 
manyjapanese transnational corporations, was that 
MRTA members imprisoned in Peru be freed. 

The siege lasted a little over four months. In those 
four months the prisoners played chess, gave and 
received cooking and music lessons, sang happy birth- 
day to each other, and compared their imprisonment 
to "a cocktail party without liquor." Upon release, 
most of the hostages shook the hand of Nestor Cerpa, 
head of the MRTA commandoes, and wished him 
well. Many asked for his autograph. Some expressed 
solidarity with the MRTA. 

In those same four months, members of the MRTA 
imprisoned by Peru sat in "prison tombs," as "Presi- 
dent" Fujimori has called them, where "they will rot 
and will only get out dead." ("President" is in quotes 
because, as often goes unreported in the corporate 
press, Fujimori disbanded the legislature, overturned 
the constitution and enacted a coup in 1992.) In those 
four months, Victor Polay, founder of the MRTA, and 
other prisoners at Callao Naval Base continued to be 
confined to their tiny cells 25 feet underground. They 
are allowed to walk outside, hooded and alone, for 30 
minutes each day. In those four months, imprisoned 
MRTA members in Yanamayo (12,000 feet elevation) 
and Chacapalca (higher than 1 5,000 feet and an eight- 
hour drive from the nearest village) suffered bitter cold 
in solitary confinement in rooms with open windows. 

In those four months, more MRTA members — or 
more likely peasants or Indians unfortunate enough 
to have caught the attention of secret police — were 
captured, tortured and, in at least one case, mur- 


expressed solidarity with the MRTA received death 
threats from Peru's secret police. At least one radio 
reporter who criticized the military was kidnapped 
and tortured. 

In those four months, the Peruvian government, 
central to the region's drug trade, continued to traffic 



MRTA supporters in Italy honor those massacred in Peru. 


cocaine. Last year, 169 kilos of cocaine were found in 
the presidential plane, 120 kilos were found in one 
Pemvian warship and 62 in another. Also last year, 
Demetrio Chavez Petaherrera, a powerful drug lord in 
Latin America, testified in a public hearing that since 
1991 he has been personally paying Peru's drug-czar 
Vladimiro Montesinos (an ex-CIA informant long 
linked to drugs, death squads and the torture of 
civilians) $50,000 per month in exchange for infor- 
mation on US Dmg Enforcement Agency activities. A 
few days afterwards, Petaherrera was tortured until he 
recanted. In the last four months, Fujimori's brother, 
Santiago, his nephew, Isidro Kagami Fujimori, and 
other relatives of his have continued to traffic cocaine 
through any number of dummy corporations. Profits 
from this trafficking go to purchase black-market 


helicopters used to kill civilians, 
dered. The survivors will probably be sentenced, by In those four months, the children of Peru contin- 
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faceless military judges in trials lasting only min- 
utes, to life imprisonment in "prison tombs." 

In those four months, those responsible for the 
death squad killings of thousands of Peruvians con- 
tinued to lead comfortable lives, their anxiety eased 
by a general amnesty issued in 1995 by Fujimori 
which quashed all investigations or indictments of 
human rights violations occurring after 1980. 

In those four months, released hostages who 


ued to starve, the forests continued to fall and the 
fisheries continued to be depleted. In other words, 
Fujimori continued his policy of committing geno- 
cide and ecocide to benefit transnational corpora- 
tions, and it was business as usual in the civilized, 
industrialized world. \ 

In those four months, Fujimori and the military^ 
while pretending to negotiate in good faith, dug five 
separate tunnels beneath the Ambassador's corn- 


'd 
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pound. In those four months, members of the 
Peruvian security forces were trained in the United 
States and equipped at US taxpayer's expense. One 
of their Ame rican ins tructors called the assault and 1 ' 
subsequen^Tnassacr^ "money well spent." 

During oratter theassault, all of the MRTA members) 
were summarily executed. Military microphones 
picked up the sounds of two of the guerrillas — 1 6-year- 
old girls — begging soldiers not to shoot; they were 
executed. Other rebels, including Nestor Cerpa, were / 
shot at point-blank range in the forehead. At least one I 
of the rebels was led away to be tortured before his i 
murder. One of the soldiers who participated in the 
slaughter said, "The order was to leave no one alive. 

For us, the instruction was to leave no prisoners." The 
bodies of most of the rebels have been scattered in 
unmarked graves, and relatives who have visited the 
marked graves of dead rebels have been arrested. 

Those of us who care about stopping the genocide 
and ecocide that characterizes our culture must learn 
to fully internalize the implications of one very 
important fact: we and they (those who are destroy- 
ing the world) are operating under two entirely 
different and utterly incompatible value systems. We 
value life and the living, and they value control and 
power. On the largest scale it really is that simple. 
Time and again we show that we are willing to die (or 
to live) to support ecological and economic justice 
and sanity, and time and again our enemies are 
willing to lie and kill to maintain control<Through- 
out the entire siege, members of the MRTA treated 
their captives with dignity and grace. In response, 
they were lied to and betrayed. I know of no long- 
term activists who have not experienced this pattern 
of lies and betrayal, although for many of us in the 
more privileged sectors of the world, the full conse- 
quences of our opponents' behavior are yet to be 
brought home with such force and finality^) 

What are the implications of this? Ultimately, 
negotiatio ns are bound to fail. You cannot nego ti- 
ate with someone who systematically lies to you. If 
you win duririg negotiations, agreements will sim- 
ply be broken. Native North Americans have seen 
this time and again, as have forest activists, anti-war 
activists, anti-nuclear activists, anti-toxics activists 
and so on. To expect to be dealt with fairly by those 
who have shown no scruples about lying or using 
naked force to take what they want, is delusional. 

The bitter truth is that our opponents are institu- 
tionally and individually, at the very least socio- 
pathic and, more realistically, psychopathic. The 
lives of those they kill simply do not exist in the 
minds of the killers. This is true for victims who are 
humans and nonhumans alike. In the US, the Forest 
Service and the timber industry speak of board feet 
rather than living forests; agribusiness corporations 
speak of 10,000 "units" in confinement instead of 
living hogs; and the corporate media reports that in 
Iraq US warplanes caused "collateral damage"— the 
deaths of tens of thousands of men, women and 
children in apartments, buses, and bomb shelters. 

continued on page 14 
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To: earthfirst@igc.apc.org 
Great condolences to every- 
one connected with Judi Bari 
and your great battle with our 
darker side. A great woman who 
will be mourned and missed, and 
who lives in our hearts and in 
the forests she loved. Please ev- 
eryone keep up the noble, good 
hearted fight against our lower 
interests. May you have great 
good will in this long journey 
and bind your hearts together 
and take back the earth. 

— JOHNSHER@LANMINDS.COM 


Dear SfB: 

The Cascadian Womyn in the 
Way of Progress are Goddesses! 

Perhaps at future road 
blocade actions we could stash 
and keep handy wedges, big 
rocks, and/or heavy boards 
(with nails?) to place under 
truck tires in the event that 
unsympathetic drivers attempt 
to advance. 

Protect our defenders and 
warriors! 

— sRBr 


Dear Shit for Brains, 

I am on Florida Death Row 
and I read your Earth First! news- 
letter that a guy receives here. 
I'm interest in communicating 
with anybody that has interest 
in the value of Earth First to keep 
me up to date what is going on 
in Earth First!. I am a vegetarian. 

Sincerely! 

— Jerry L. Haliburton 
046651 P-1-1-04-S A-l 
POB 221 

Union Correctional Institution 
Raiford, FL 32083 


Dear Sir or 
Madam, 

My name is Juan 
Lopez. I'm a sixth 
grade student. I live in 
Salinas, CA. I'm study- 
ing Earth First! because 
you save the trees. I heard 
you chain yourself on 
trees to save them. I want 
you to still do it because 
they would still cut down 
the trees and then there would 
not be any trees left on Earth. 
Sincerely, 

— Juan Lopez 

Dear Earth First!, 

I am looking forward to the 
coming Round River Rendezvous 
to be held here in Wisconsin this 
summer. Anticipation is tem- 
pered with trepidation, however. 

What is likely the most press- 
ing environmental issue in the 
state is coming to a head just as 



Earth First! converges for an out- 
rageous and poorly understood 
(let's face it) gathering. The po- 
tential for disaster looms. 

The immediate concern is a pro- 
posed Crandon mine. [See article 
on page 16.] The mine site and 
continued on page 27 
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mon Suicide Plan 


The 


by Justin Time 

As recently as 1975, Oregon's 
coastal rivers supported runs of some 
1.5-million returning Coho salmon. 
Now, estimates have dwindled to 
30,000-40,000. 

When you consider that these coastal 
streams are devoid of the usual suspect 
(hydroelectric dams), what then is the 
cause of this precipitous decline? 

The answer is 
simple: industrial 
forestry's scorched 
earth policy of intense 
harvest has left us with 
fatal levels of sedi- 
ments, no shade, 
deadly increases in 
water temperature 
and, most importantly, no large wood 
left in the streams. Large debris is criti- 
cal as it provides streams with struc- 
tures which collect sediment and cre- 
ate stream side flats (with soils for wa- 
ter-shading trees), spawning gravel on 
the upstream side and hiding, resting 
and cooling cover below. 

So much woody debris has been 
removed from most waterways 
throughout the Western United States, 
that we now have a skewed view of 
just what a "pristine" river even is. 
When Lewis and Clark first came West, 
they wrote of "choked" rivers with 
mile-wide beaver dams and huge log- 
jams, meandering braided channels, 
streamside thickets one could barely 
traverse and fish so abundant "one 
could walk across on their backs" — 
very different from the clear-watered, 
boulder-lined sluices of "A River Runs 
Through It" mythology. 

The Race is On 

In 1993, the County of Santa Cruz 
filed the first petition for listing of 
Coho stocks under the Endangered 
Species Act (ESA). Shortly thereafter, 
the conservation group Oregon Trout 
petitioned for the listing of five sub- 
populations in Oregon. Before the year 
was out, the Pacific Rivers Council (PRC) 
weighed in, petitioning for all stocks of 
Coho in Oregon, Northern California 
and Washington. The National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS), which has 
jurisdiction in such cases, subsumed 
the Santa Cruz and Oregon Trout peti- 
tions under the broader PRC one. Ev- 
ery leading salmon scientist, including 
NMFS' Biological Review Team, came 
out for the listing and the race to save 
this magnificent species was on. 

The Politics of Extinction 

Among the last gasps of the Bush 
administration was the 1 992 spectacle 
of Interior Secretary Manny Lujan's 
("seen one endangered squirrel, you've 
seen them all") convening of the "God 
Squad" in an attempt to circumvent 
the listing of the Northern spotted 
owl. Politicians rushed to Manny's 
aid. Rep. Bob Smith (R-OR) and Rep. 
Les AuCoin (D-OR) led the charge. But 
Oregon's first woman and best gover- 
nor in recent memory, Barbara Rob- 
erts, stood up for the owl and the ESA. 

The timber industry was aghast. 
Listing the owl was bad enough, but 
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a looming listing of the Coho had to 
be stopped. After all, in the case of the 
spotted owl, almost all the remaining 
owl habitat was on public land. In 
Oregon, 56 percent of Coho habitat 
lies on private land. Even more im- 
portantly, 95 percent of the critical 
upslope source areas are owned by 25 
major corporate timber companies. 
As the Architect of Extinction him- 
self, (now mercifully retired) Sen. 


pony up $15 million, but less noticed 
was its subsequent attempt to legislate a 
(coincidental?) $ 15-million tax break 
for themselves; and 
3) (get this) holds industry account- 
able to already existing Forest Prac- 
tices laws, of which their cavalier dis- 
regard led the Coho into this predica- 
ment in the first place. 

We've already seen Kitzhaber's be- 
loved Sun Studs mitigate a clearcut next 
to a stream by cut- 
ting old growth 


he economic repercussions of a listing of the fromas P° ttedowl 
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Mark O. Hatfield saw it, "The eco- 
nomic repercussions of a listing of 
the Coho would make the spotted 
owl look minuscule by comparison." 

Industry responded by bank-roll- 
ing two unsuccessful recall campaigns 
against Gov. Roberts in 1993 and 
1994. Then, in 1994, Senate Majority 
leader John Kitzhaber, D-Roseburg, 
met secretly with CEO's of two 
Roseburg-based timber giants (Sun 
Studs and Roseboro Lumber) to cut a 
dirty deal. In exchange for Kitzhaber's 
pledge to take out Roberts, the indus- 
try would not only finance Kitzhaber, 
but would run the un-electable, Dole- 
like, former Congressman Denny 
Smith in opposition. Rob- 
erts saw the writing on 
the wall and bowed at the 
end of her term. 

Kitzhaber was swept into 
office mostly on the 
strength of his Oregon 
Health Plan for rationed 
health care. Clinton was 
already in office, his Spot- 
ted Owl Extinction Plan 
in place and the gutting of 
the ESA well underway. 

Oregon's Rationed 
Habitat Plan 

With an April 25, 1997, 
deadline for the NMFS to 
list the Coho, Kitzhaber 
and industry scrambled to 
cobble together a 
Clintonesque status quo 
"recovery" plan. This plan 
called on the timber gi- 
ants to voluntarily miti- 
gate desecration of salmon 
habitat, without any sanc- 
tions under the ESA. 

To do this, the plan: 

1) establishes an independent, 
multidisciplinary science team of 
seven scientists who will be ap- 
pointed by the governor, Oregon's 
House Speaker Republican Vern 
Lundquist and Oregon's Republican 
Senate President Brady Adams. The 
team will audit the implementation 
of the undefined plan but has no 
authority to shut it down or ask for 
an ESA listing if they determine the 
plan to be failing; 

2) appropriates $ 32 million for salmon 
restoration efforts. The timber industry 
made headlines with its agreement to 


I can't wait until they start logging 
old growth in the Cascades, haul it to 
the Coast Range and dump it in 
streams as "mitigation." There have 
already been timber sales stopped in' 
the marbled murrelet's Coast Range 
habitat for "replacement volume" in 
the Cascades. 

End of the ESA 

Reagan couldn't do it. Bush couldn't 
do it. But Bubba has successfully gut- 
ted the ESA for the benefit of corpo- 
rate interests. Time and again, when it 
comes to endangered species protec- 
tion threatening profits, the Clinton 
cabal has gone into action. 


sons Clinton won the League of Con- 
servation Voters and the Sierra Club's 
re-endorsements in 1996. 

In the case of the Coho, Oregon 
Trout, which once proudly petitioned 
for listing, has become a proponent 
of the voluntary plan, even firing its 
program director and cofounder, Bill 
Bakke, when he wouldn't back off his 
devastating critique of it. Oregon 
Trout has been amply rewarded and 
is now the best funded "environmen- 
tal" group in Oregon, with over $1 
million annually in grants from cor- 
porate foundations. 

Finally, corporations and govern- 
ment dispensations create new front 
groups. For the ancient forest, it was 
the Pew Charitable Trusts' and 
Rockefeller Fund's "Americans for the 
Ancient Forests." For the salmon, it's a 
shadowy group called For the Sake of 
the Salmon, headed by Kitzhaber's 
good friend, former Oregon Senate 
Majority Leader, Bill Bradbury. 

Fighting Back 

A coalition of 26 groups, including 
most of the same groups that surren- 
dered the owl injunctions, have filed a 
60-day Notice of Intent to sue for 
failure to list the Coho. One can hope 
that they have learned their lesson 
and are not just trolling for another 
pay off. (Indeed, some of these groups 
are already back pedaling as the 60th 
day approaches.) 



As recently as 197S, Oregon's coastal rivers supported runs of some 1.5-million returning Coho salmon. 


First, a group of government scien- 
tists is pressured, against its better 
judgment, to endorse what they know 
is inadequate. It happened with Op- 
tion 9. For the Coho, NMFS' scientists 
quickly went from a unanimous vote 
for listing to a divided 8-6 vote for the 
Kitzhaber plan. 

Second, environmental lap dogs are 
brought on board. A National 
Audubon executive declared Option 9 
a "shaky victory." The murrelet case, 
which merely shifted logging to an- 
other endangered species' habitat, was 
declared one of the three main rea- 


Two ballot initiatives that would ban 
clearcutting in Oregon are being circu- 
lated. Either would go a long way to- 
wards ending the habitat destruction. 

The ultimate question still seems to 
be: how many innocent species will 
our own flawed species take down 
with us? Our only hope is to resist 
these sham plans and take down the 
corporate apologists of the Demo- 
cratic Party and the Big Greens. Only 
then will we and the spotted owls, 
Coho, gnat catchers, murrelet and 
wolves (the list is sadly long) have a 
fighting chance. 


artist's rendition by Gilbert Van Ryckevorsel 
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Sucker Creek 


continued from page one 

sale. We spent the night under huge 
sugar pines in the heart of the Sucker 
Creek drainage. Awaking tired, a bit 
scraped up, but strong and ready for 
action, we gathered at 3 a.m. to greet 
the loggers in the units. We planned 
to approach each logger, put our bod- 
ies between the trees and the saws, 
and ask them to stop the cutting. 
Though we all prayed the night before 
and felt strength and solidarity within 
our affinity group, many of us felt that 
we were kidding ourselves if we 
thought they were actually going to 
stop logging. 

Our first contact was with the fore- 
man, and we explained that we weren't 
planning on leaving until they packed 
up their saws. He tried to appease and 
distract us with negotiations and chit- 
chat, so we moved on to the first 
logger. By the time we'd made our 
presence known to the second logger, 
the foreman was ordering the crew to 
"pack it up" for the day! 

Not every day of the many days of 
"cat and mouse" was quite so tame. 
On May 28, fourteen people entered 
the woods expecting a beefy private 
security force and plenty of camo Freds. 
Juniper sacrificed his liberty to stop 
the first faller as seven people moved 
uphill to stop the second. Rough and 
Ready's security chief, wielding a big 
stick, and three private security mer- 
cenaries, some with axes, drew a line 
in the slash. The forest defenders 
quickly outflanked the line and moved 
in for a sit-down on a former tree. Tom 
Beard, one of the fallers, tackled our 
video-man, Nuthatch, and destroyed 
the camera. Quick-thinking mice 
(Airwalk and J-Bug) pursued Tom and 
rescued the camera and the incrimi- 
nating tape. The last thing you see on 
the tape before the camera was de- 


stroyed is Tom flying through the air 
towards Nuthatch. Airwalk got five 
misdemeanors. J-Bug got a felony. The 
loggers walked. It pays to have a sec- 
ond camera in the weeds 
for just such an occa- 
sion — the head Fred 
made a big verbal 
booboo, "Now we're go- 
ing to come down hard. 

I'm going to turn these 
fuckers loose on you 
guys any way and every 
way and somebody is 
going to get killed. You 
understand that? And I 
ain't going to give a 
fuck. " Officer Feuerbom, 
do the words "desk job" 
mean anything to you? 

Another day, activists 
attempted a double ve- 
hicle lockdown. Those 
wily Freddies, however, 
have keen eyes when it 
comes to batmobiles, 
and they followed the 
74 Valiant to the bridge 
to prevent any late- 
night parking. That, 
however, left the gate 
all but unguarded, so we 
had all the time in the 
world to position a van 
perfectly. Soon after- 
wards, Spring was se- 
curely locked down near 
the rear axle. After four hours of seri- 
ous sitting around, pondering the com- 
plexities of using a torch near the gas 
tank, the Freddies finally decided to 
plow a new road around Spring. (This 
woman moves roads!) A lockdown that 
had stopped a half day of logging 
became a pure act of defiant resis- 
tance. Spring lasted 18 hours into the 
moonlight. 

Along with tried-and-true tactics like 


cat and mouse and lockdowns, the 
defense of the Siskiyous involved some 
innovative strategies, like the "hang- 
down." On May 29, on a bridge high 


to get in front of the saws, hopefully 
for the last time. Back at the rally site, 
the crowd was moved to action. Hop- 
ing to comfort the activists still locked 
under the towed cars, a second round 
of people was arrested for giving them 
water. The long day's events contin- 
ued as the ambitious crowd took over 
a log truck. Most happily, the log 
trucks were backed up for hours. 

Ultimately, logging was stopped for 
most of this spring's logging season. 
For good reason, as the Siskiyou was 
recently declared one of four forests in 
the world most in need of protection. 
It is the most diverse needle-leaf forest 



4 string of log trucks was backed up behind this immobilized truck. 


over a steep stream, a 1 7-year-old local 
hung comfortably in a hammock be- 
low the bridge, his lifeline wrapped up 
and over, across the bridge. Cars blocked 
both ends of the bridge until the Freds 
arrived. Nonetheless, the first Rough 
and Ready workers on the scene took 
large rocks from the road and threw 
them down towards the sitter and his 
support. Later, when the car blockades 
had moved aside (at the Freddies' re- 
quest), the private security force's 


in the world, and some say that it has 
more flowering species than any other 
forest in the US. The Siskiyous have 
the largest concentration of Wild and 
Scenic Rivers in the US and more 
roadless acreage than anywhere on 
the West Coast. Sounds like a place 
that can't be "regenerated," "re- 
planted" or redone in anyway. Sounds 
like a place worthy of defense. 

Overall, many feel that this has been 
the most successful and inspiring cam- 



chief gunned his truck for the rope. 
While the Freddies looked on, the 
brave support people jumped into 
the road to stop him. Once again, 
logging was stopped for the day. 

The final day of action was June 
4, the 100-year anniversary of log- 
ging on national forests and the 
day before Rough and Ready had to 
quit operations because of the Coho 
listing. Calling for an end to the 
wholesale butchering of our public 
lands, 30 demonstrations took place 
across the country. We single- 
handedly managed to fit in four of 
those 30 in one day. By 4 a.m., all of 
the entrances to China Left were 
blockaded with junked cars and 
more lockdowns. The logging was 
stopped until noon, when the main 
road was cleared by state police, 
who towed the vehicles aside with 
activists still locked to the axles... 
shortly thereafter 100 rally-goers 
from the ranger station arrived. 
Around the same time, the loggers 
showed up for work. Much to their 
surprise, they were greeted by a 
team of backwoods activists ready 


paign in this area since Warner Creek. 
It is not over yet, however, as the 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
could still rule that, even though 
Sucker Creek is the most productive 
Coho stream flowing into the most 
productive Coho river (the Illinois), 
logging will not adversely impact criti- 
cal habitat. Stranger things have been 
known to happen. Please keep the 
pressure on the agencies not to under- 
mine the endangered species listing. 

Key pressure points include 
Michael Dombeck, USFS Chief, 14th 
& Independence SW, Washington, 
DC 20250, (202) 205-1661, fax 205- 
1765; Katie McGinty, Director CEQ 
Old Executive Office Building Rm 
36, Washington, DC 20501, (202) 
456-6224, fax 456-2710; Will Stelle, 
NMFS, 7600 Sand Pt. NE, Seattle, WA 
981 15, (206) 526-6150, fax 526-6426. 

[On June 1 3, NMFS ruled that two of the 
sale units can be cut. Operations are ex- 
pected to begin any day. Activists are 
returning to the woods; please join them.] 

For more information, contact 
Kalmiopsis Earth First!, POB 2093, Cave 
Junction, OR 97523; (541) 592-4394. 
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Silencing of the St. Marguerite 


Before the railroad was built to service the iron ore 
mines at Schefferville and Wabush, Quebec's St. 
Marguerite and Moisie Rivers were busy thorough- 
fares. Every autumn, Innu families dismantled their 
summer camps by the "sea" (the St. Lawrence) and 
headed upriver to their winter hunting grounds. 
Some traveled to Lake Kaniapsico, some to Lake 
Michimakua and some as far as Ungava Bay. 

About 70 kilometers from its mouth, the St. Mar- 
guerite River plummeted tumultuously through a 
steep gorge. The Innu had to portage around 13 
kilometers of rapids, ascending the rugged terrain 
with all their gear on their backs. This was the 
Uemashtan, the Great Portage. Paths are visible in 
the rocks, worn down by the passage of moccasined 
feet over the millennia. Above the rapids, the river 
meanders gently, shouldered by magnificent moun- 
tains cloaked in lush conifer forests, rising on either 
side like great sighs. 

Within this landscape, which even Hydro-Que- 
bec (HQ) admits is "magnificent," HQ has carved a 
100-km access road involving 350 culverts (some 
more than six-meters wide and over 90-meters long) 
through the mountains and across numerous lakes 
and rivers. The work camp, recycled from the James 
Bay Projects and accommodating 1,200 workers, 
sits at kilometer 64, with offices, stores, a recreation 
center and a bar. Six million cubic meters of mate- 
rial (enough to fill Montreal's Olympic Stadium 2 1/ 
2 times) has been excavated and transported to the 
site. A tunnel has been blasted through a mountain, 
into which the St. Marguerite River has been di- 
verted. A second tunnel is being blasted, through 
which water will be transported from the reservoir 
to the powerhouse. 

The rapids are gone. Where the roar of whitewater 
once echoed for miles around as it passed through 
the deep gorge, the voice of a great spirit, there is now 
a dry and lifeless pit in which hideous earth-moving 
machinery crawls. Where fish used to swim and Innu 
used to paddle their birch bark canoes there is now 
nothing but a dry stretch of dead land. The great 
pulse of the river that deter- 
mined the rhythm of life here 
since time immemorial has 
been stopped. 

Creating the Reservoir 

The construction of the dam 
began in January 1996 and is 
Scheduled to continue until 
December 1998, when flood- 
ing will begin. It will take 
three years (until 2001) for 
the reservoir to fill up to 167 
meters high. The 250-square- 
kilometer surface to be 
flooded covers a deep valley 
carved by the continuous flow 
of the Sainte Marguerite River. 

Hydro-Quebec proudly 
boasts that when it first ar- 
rived on the St. Marguerite 
there were barely any traces 
of human presence. But that 
has been drastically changed. 

Since the beginning of con- 
struction, 3,000,000 cubic meters of rock and "over- 
burden" have been excavated and two lakes have 
been drawn off and "cleaned up" for the spillway. 

HQ is required by law to deforest all the trees in 
the reservoir area because rotting vegetation in 
reservoirs causes mercury contamination. This 
means 630,000 cubic meters of wood will be re- 
moved. HQ has contracted Uniforet, a large, non- 
local logging company, to do the job. 

In HQ's original proposal, the St. Marguerite 3 
Project (SM3) involved the diversions of the Pekan 
and Carheil Rivers, both tributaries of the Moisie. In 
1994, Hydro-Quebec got the go-ahead for SM3 but 
not for the river diversions. Nevertheless, HQ is 
building an extra space for a third turbine to turn the 
hydropower from the Pekan and Carheil Rivers into 
electricity, on the assumption that the government 


will be persuaded that the diversions of these two 
rivers will not affect Atlantic salmon migration and 
spawning. In fact, HQ claims that the number of 
salmon might actually increase with the project. 

Permits for River Diversions Pending 

The Moisie River remains one of the greatest 
Atlantic salmon spawning rivers in North America. 
To the Innu it is the "Great River," as central to their 
lives now as it has been through the millennia. In 
1994, following the environmental assessment pro- 
cess and public hearings on SM3, HQ was told to 
conduct further studies on the Moisie River salmon. 
Meanwhile, by dividing the project into two phases, 
HQ was able to proceed with the dam project, 
putting the diversions on hold. HQ has completed 
a two-year Moisie salmon study and submitted it for 
review by a federal/provincial government commit- 
tee, which has concluded in favor of HQ. HQ claims 
that the study supports their argument that the 
Moisie salmon will be unaffected and that the 
world's most beautiful Atlantic salmon will, in fact, 
be improved by their tampering. 

Critics argue that the Moisie River salmon's cycle 
is seven years, and therefore, a two-year study is 
inadequate. The Association for the Protection of 
the Moisie has called the diversion scheme "the 
biggest experiment in the field of Atlantic salmon 
that has ever been conducted." The mysteries of 
salmon migration remain beyond the comprehen- 
sion of science, and, therefore, beyond the capabili- 
ties of "regulated flow" management (which to date 
has been an utter failure). HQ's confidence is there- 
fore worse than unjustified — it is sheer arrogance. 

Flooding Innu Burial Grounds 

Concerning the Innu, HQ boasts that approxi- 
mately 30 workers on the dam project are Innu. "In 
addition to the employment that Hydro-Quebec 
provides for Innu, they have other programs in their 
favor." Namely, there is presently archaeological 
work being done in the area to be flooded to find 


any artifacts from traditional Innu usage of the 
land. Any bones or tools they find they will kindly 
give to the Innu. These artifacts will eventually be 
placed in a museum which HQ will fund. But, the 
disturbance of burial grounds by digging or flood- 
ing is blasphemy to the Innu. 

As monetary compensation for the land destroyed 
by this project, HQwill give the Innu about $50,000,000 
over the next 50 years. This figure is roughly equal to 
the cost of electricity on the reservation over the same 
period, so in actuality the money that the Innu will 
receive will only cover their electric bills. It's as if HQ 
is paying themselves the money. 

Innu Sentenced for 1994 Protest 

On January 15, after two and half years of court 
postponements, 12 Innu who participated in the 


1994 Peace Camp in opposition to SM3 received their 
sentences. They ranged from $250 to $3,000 fines 
and probation periods of 12 to 36 months. 

Judge Decoste ruled that: "by their actions, the 
accused for many days impeded HQ from carrying 
out work on the St. Marguerite River... For some 
time now in Quebec, such situations have too often 
been repeated. Each organization, each movement 
or each group claiming some right or other or 
claiming to be the victim of an injustice, instead of 
raising the matter before the courts, prefers to en- 
gage in illegal acts in order to make their opposition 
known. Roads are barricaded, bridges are blocked, a 
given activity is shut down, a service to which the 
people have a right is taken away, a service for which 
people pay. And if the forces of law and order should 
ever intervene, then the six o'clock news will say it 
was a provocation." 

Surely, the rights of the Innu to their land is 
nothing next to the right of the Quebecker or the 
New Yorker to their hairdryer or air conditioning. It 
is hard to see how anyone "suffers from these 
incidents" except the Innu themselves, who have 
paid dearly for standing up for their rights and 
acting according to their consciences. No doubt it 
was of no significance to the judge that the work on 
SM3, which supposedly stopped due to the protest, 
took place before a HQ-sponsored referendum on 
SM3 — that is, before HQhad even the appearance of 
a right to build the project on Innu land. And there 
was no mention, of course, of the unruly protest by 
the white union workers, who stopped work on SM3 
for a week and trashed equipment. HQ in fact 
dropped all charges against them. 

HQ and Deregulation 

The HQ 1996 annual report states, "While continu- 
ing to seek out business opportunities on the Quebec 
market, HQ must, to optimize its growth, turn to- 
ward the rest of the hemisphere and the world, in 
particular the major Northeastern US market." 

The report also states that construction of the 
Great Whale project is pending 
changes in US energy demands and 
that it plans to "become a major 
player in the Northeastern US mar- 
ket." HQ intends to replace New 
England's nuclear industry. Great 
Whale, SM3 and La Romaine are all 
projects currently in HQ's develop- 
ment plan. SM3 will be finished in 
three years, at which time HQ in- 
tends to begin Great Whale. It is 
going ahead with the dam projects 
and is buying up the natural gas mar- 
ket, which it sees as their biggest 
competition in the future "clean en- 
ergy" market. 

There is nothing to indicate that in 10 
to 15 years, we will be energy self-reliant 
and will not need their power. Alterna- 
tive energy technologies and conserva- 
. tion measures will suffer in a deregu- 
| lated market without protections. 
s Get involved in the deregulation de- 
bate in your state, demand public hear- 
ings on proposed legislation, advocate 
local, renewable sources and most importantly, 
energy conservation. The future of the Great Whale, 
Moisie, Natashquan, LaRomaine and other wild 
rivers in the North depends on it. 

Write to the Quebec government demanding that 
the Moisie River and its tributaries, the Pekan and 
Carheil be permanently protected from HQ's 
schemes. Remind them that its own environmental 
review panel concluded against the diversions and 
stated that any changes to the project should be 
subject to public hearings before approval. Minister 
of Environment: 3900 rue de Marly, 6th fl., Sainte- 
Foy, PQG1X 4E4 Canada. 

For more information, contact the Friends of 
Nitassinan, POB 804, Burlington, VT 05402; (802) 
425-3820. 

— Friends of Nitassinan 



Construction in the once-raging St. Marguerite River basin 
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Tunneling is a tactic which has yet 
to be tried in the US. In England, 
however, direct action tunneling has 
proven successful. This article aims to 
pass on the lessons learned from living 
in and defending the Fairmile 
tunnel, "Big Mama." 

Construction 

A tunnel or bunker is for 
defence. It is built to make it as 
hard as possible to evict a tun- 
neler. The perfect tunnel would 
be unevictable, or at least not 
safely evictable. Big Mama was 
not unevictable but almost. 

We learned lessons from our 
evictors which, given hind- 
sight, could have kept them 
at bay for a month or more — 
the length of our food and 
water supplies. 

One point about bunker- type 
defences: bunkers are easier to 
build, safer, more comfortable 
to live in and can be mixed 
with tunnels. It is my personal 
opinion, however, that pure 
tunnels are more difficult to 
evict, due to the lack of work- 
ing space for your evictors. 

Safety 

This is a strange problem. If 
your tunnel has excellent shor- 
ing throughout, you will find 
yourself evicted really quickly. 

At Fairmile, the initial people in 
the tunnel were "the men in black." If 
they see that you are nice and safe they 
will just send in the bailiffs. If you use 
no shoring, or extremely dodgy shor- 
ing, you may be living in a deathtrap. 
Remember, if someone else gets hurt 
(or worse), you have failed. So, shoring 
ideally should be safe for you to live in 
and defend, but not by "their" stan- 
dards. This way they have to shore up 
as they proceed into the tunnel, tak- 
ing lots and lots of time and money! 

Basic Points of Construction 

Use as many round shafts as pos- 
sible. They are difficult and expensive 
to shore professionally and gain you 
lots of time. Ideally, the entrance to 
the main tunnel should start with a 
rounded shaft. (They will have to 
square it off to shore it.) Shafts used 
underground are excellent defences. 

Main tunnels should not be straight. 
Build them curved or zig-zagged, slop- 
ing up or down. This will cause im- 
mense headaches for your evictors. 

Use treated wood or hardwood 
for shoring; it's safer and lasts 
longer. Untreated wood rots quickly 
as tunnels get damp. 

Doors 

Build as many as you can. Most 
doors in Big Mama delayed the "men 
in black" for at least a day. There are 
two main types of doors, vertical and 
horizontal (a trap door). Doors can be 
built with whatever materials you can 
lay your hands on. Steel plate or any 
other metal should be used on at least 
the outside door, ideally on both 
sides. This stops them from using 
saws and cutting tools. 

Hollow doors filled with concrete 
make good internal doors. They only 
need to be used during eviction be- 
cause they're too heavy for day to day 


use. Nail and bolt internal doors in ally restricts the space your evictors 
place when needed. Mix the concrete can use to dig you out. Placing an iron 
with glass and old nuts and bolts, as in plate over the lock-on and under the 
your lock-on, to deflect drills. Nail shoring really pisses them off. Cut a 
barbed wire or razor wire to the main hole into the plate for your lock-on 
entrance door — lots of it. When the tube. This is really hard to evict be- 
cause they either have to cut 
through the shoring (too 
dangerous) or through the 
iron plate you are lying on 
(too dangerous)! 

A vertical shaft lock-on 
causes them headaches by 
placing a lock-on under a 
reinforced trap door, in a 
shaft. They can't lift the door 
or crash/cut through it be- 
cause you are underneath! 
At Big Mama, the evictors 
had to dig around the door, 
sinking a separate shaft. 
Lining the shaft with steel, 
steel cable and wood makes 
it almost unevictable. 

Both of these techniques 
would work well in a bun- 
ker-style construction. Use 
your imagination. 

One lesson learned on the 
A30 campaign, an earlier 
tunneling occupation, was 
that a lot of the lock-ons 
were built with poor qual- 
ity concrete. Make sure you 
use the right mix and the 
correct sand. Let's not make 

it too easy for them. Re- 

Tunnel support lowers supplies at the Newbury occupation member also that you don't 


forces of darkness storm into your 
camp, they will head for your front 
door. You may have to dash from 
the fire pit, and they'll be right be- 
hind you! When you slam the door 
shut, the wire gives you extra time 
to bolt it tight so they can't grab the 
door and pry it open. 

(Hu)manhole covers make excellent 
internal doors. Build a wooden frame 
behind the cover and nail it shut. 
Ideally nail it to the shoring! They 
can't pull the door off for fear of col- 
lapsing the shoring. Likewise, inte- 
grate main doors into the shoring; 
again this will give 
them problems if 
they attack too ^ 1 


Tunnels Under 
Tunnels 

For safety reasons, 
don't build a tunnel 
with a parallel tun- 
nel underneath. But, 
why not build a tun- 
nel running perpen- 
dicular to your exist- 
ing tunnel? Combine 
this with a circular 
shaft for maximum 
defence. 


need to lock-on until they are taking 
your door and are about to come 
through. You are free inside your liv- 
ing space till then. Also, don't ever lock- 
on with handcuffs. You may be there 
for some time, and they may go home 
at night. Why cause yourself extra 
discomfort and place yourself in a 
position you can't get out of? 

Communications 

Communications are important, 
not just for morale, but to let the 
outside world know that you're okay 
or that you're in trouble. The forces of 


darkness will use "mind games" on 
you and on your people outside to try 
and talk you out. With good commu- 
nications to the outside world, you 
Will know when they are lying. 

Ideal and cheap communication 
units can be purchased almost any- 
where. Baby intercoms are excellent 
for this job. Have one in each defen- 
sive position and one in a secret loca- 
tion outside the security cordon. They 
work well in trees and can be linked 
together by simply joining the posi- 
tive and negative wires at a junction 
box. Extra lengths of cable can be 
added, but the longer the cable, the 
more chance there is of picking up 
radio waves. The people on the ground 
at Fairmile could hear the radio when 
the intercom was on. 

One lesson learned in Big Mama was 
that cables between intercoms must 
be buried or well hidden. They will be 
cut if found, and then the police will 
offer you their communications for 
the purpose of feeding you lies and 
propaganda via a professional talker. 
Do not accept police radios. We told 
them we would smash them. In the 
end, intercoms were installed by the 
"nice men in black," for the pur- 
pose of bugging us. 

Air Supply 

Every defensive position must have 
its own air supply directly from the 
surface. On the higher level tunnels, a 
hard plastic pipe will suffice, as they 
are hard to be crushed. Carry a knife 
on you so that if a collapse blocks the 
end of the air pipe you can cut the pipe 
anywhere along its length to gain air. 

In lower-level tunnels, hard plastic 
air pipes were used in conjunction 
with a fan. A 12v computer fan pow- 
ered by a car battery was used on the 
surface end of the drainpipe system. 
This pumped air in very well. How- 
ever, the "nice men in black" will 
certainly pump air down to you via 
your plastic tubing. 

It is very important to lay all air 
continued on page 15 
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Lock-ons 

Two lock-on tactics 
used in Big Mama 
that proved to be ef- 
fective were coffin 
lock-ons and vertical 
shaft lock-ons. For the 
coffin lock-ons, build 
coffin-sized holes 
from your living 
space into the walls, 
with the lock-on at 
the far end. This re- 
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Pressmennan (andent Welsh for "wood on the hill") 
is one of the few remaining fragments of Scotland's 
original wildwood. It is located in East Lothian (named 
after the Celtic King Loth) near Edinburgh — the birth- 
place of John Muir, the "father of conservation. " Sadly, 
our andent forests are seen by timber companies only 
as a source of valuable hardwood suit- 
able for export to countries like Ger- 
many, which pay top price because their 
own andent woods are protected. Not 
surprisingly, Britain's Forest Commis- 
sion (FC) is more helpful to the landown- 
ers wanting to cash in their "business 
assets" than to the general public and the 
woodlands. 

Of the less than one percent of ancient 
woods remaining here, 60 percent are 
situated on privately owned land. To- 
day, farmers are more finandally vulner- 
able due to agricultural policy and the 
competitive global market, making them 
easily won over by timber companies 
who offer large sums of money for the 
andent trees. In addition, the govern- 
ment prides itself on giving landowners 
the freedom to rise above European and 
British conservation legislation by insist- 
ing that they should only comply out of 
the goodness of their hearts. Hardwood is exported 
from Britain at an alarming rate to satisfy niche markets 
for veneer to decorate the interiors of expensive cars or 
to provide flasks for the manufacture of fine whiskey. 

British people are worryingly disconneded from 
nature. Few landowners allow public access to the 
remaining stands of old trees. Most people connect to 
wildlife through television screens or through the 
merdless squished critters along the roadside 

The Director General of the FC is David Bills. Bills was 
the head of an international timber company which 
was destroying Tasmania's native woodlands and ex- 
porting the timber to Japan for woodchips. Amid 
storms of protest, he jailed famed Australian environ- 
mental campaigner David Bellamy, who is best known 
for his 1983 hunger strike. 

Bills is obviously very adept at controlling activists 
and converting natural heritage into product. Under 
Bills' direction, the FC is pulling out all the stops to 


make money. They are engaging in a sinister relation- 
ship with the large timber companies, thereby reducing 
the number of employees, cutting back on bureaucratic 
procedures and selling any woodlands they own (un- 
less the timber is worth more). The FC is an absolute 
master of propaganda, providing complicated, elit- 


ist scientific jargon to back up its felling plans. The 
woodlands have been characterized as having na- 
tive flaws, as needing to be thinned, as being dan- 
gerously near to roads and as needing immediate 
intervention in the shape of mass felling to protect 
them from "freak weather." 

About a year and a half ago, the timber company A&J 
Scott from Northumberland sent scouts to locate the 
remaining oakwoods in East Lothian. Several farmers 
were approached and offered approximately £30,000 
to arrange felling plans. They were requested to hire 
"management consultants" to front the operations, 
thus concealing A&J Scotts' initial involvement. 

Most surviving wildwood fragments are located in 
steep valleys — their inaccessability being their only 
protection. But, alas, the wonders of modem technol- 
ogy provide all sorts of winching mechanisms which 
now make the extraction of this timber very easy. Since 
most forests are hidden in these valleys, their disap- 


pearance goes largely unnoticed. Such was the case at 
Oswald Dene, another local, ancient woodland. It 
was completely clearcut by A&J Scott, which will 
only receive a small fine at its upcoming trial which 
Woodland Awareness and Network of Defence 
(WAND) initiated. 

Woodland explorations throughout East 
Lothian reveal that many of our oldest and 
most beautiful trees are covered with luminous 
numbers and have axe bites taken from them. 
While WAND’s campaign focuses mainly on 
Pressmennan, the outcome will set a precedent 
for other forests. If Pressmennan goes, so too 
will many others. But we won't let that happen. 

Overcoming FC propaganda and intimida- 
tion has been a hard slog. Legal harassment, 
undercover police and the outmoded religious 
mindset of the landed gentry, with all its cash 
and contacts to back it up, have revealed the 
major influences which inhibit Scottish de- 
mocracy. Landowners' rights rule supreme. 
They are addicted to their power and cling to 
their belief that nature was put on this earth for 
their use and that common people exist to 
serve and envy them. They claim that Earth 
First! is devoted to the violent opposition of 
anythingpractical or useful. Blindgreed. Heavy 
guilt. And a big bank balance. 

The ancient forests here have been evolving for 
around 13,000 years, since the glaciers slid off the 
country. Brown bears, foxes, boars and wildcats were all 
at one time an integral part of the ecosystem, back 
when Britain was entirely wooded. Sadly, most re- 
maining wildwood fragments are tiny (around six 
hectares) and not large enough to behave as a forest 
should. Regeneration is inhibited by excessive deer 
grazing and by the introduced gray squirrel, to whom 
oakwoods are sheer heaven! 

The ridiculous thing is, European policies back up the 
right ideas for woodland conservation all the way. New 
Labour has promised to follow EU environmental 
legislation wherein ancient oakwoods are recognized as 
priority habitat and as vital cores for biodiversity. 
Britain has signed onto a paper called "Upland 
Oakwoods: a Costed Habitat Action Plan." It states that 
woodlands like Pressmennan must be managed on a 
minimum intervention basis. 

With the help of professional foresters 
and ecologists, WAND drew up a conser- 
vation strategy for Pressmennan which 
ensured its regeneration and protec- 
tion and did not entail the felling of a 
single tree. Nevertheless, the FC has 
only agreed to reduce the number of 
trees to be cut from 555 to 369 after an 
intense legal battle. 

Presently, we are looking for conser- 
vation experts and raising money to 
take legal action and place an interdict 
on the owner to prevent him from 
felling any trees. Our grounds are that 
he is in breach of the Habitats Directive 
which lists protected species and habi- 
tats. All British bats are supposed to be 
protected, and Pressmennan and many 
woods like it are the bats breeding 
ground and resting place. The bats are 
the strongest aspect of our legal case 
(we would love expert advice from 
abroad), but we are also arguing that all 
ancient woods merit Special Area of 
Conservation status. They can no longer 
be viewed as maximum output timber 
production factories. This battle is, of 
course, about love and respect. Bureau- 
crats and businesspeople know the price 
of everything and the value of noth- 
ing. If we lose touch with nature, we 
lose touch with life, reality and com- 
mon sense. All this was known byjohn 
Muir who was born three miles from 
Pressmennan. What would he think if 
he knew of the fate of these wild woods? 
— Woodland Awareness and 
Network of Defence 
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Intact but threatened Pressmennan Woodland in East Lothian, Scotland 



McLibel Suit Awaits Verdict 





Already facing the humiliation of declining sales 
in the US (despite spending $200 million promot- 
ing new products), McDonald's recently found it- 
self under attack from all sides in disputes that have 
great potential to spread. At a restaurant in St- 
Hubert (Quebec, Canada), 82 percent of the workers 
(fed up with poor pay and working conditions) have 
joined the Teamsters union. Although there have 
been a number of attempts to unionize in the past, 
it is likely to succeed this time, and it could spread 
to other stores. 

Meanwhile, local residents of Australia have suc- 
cessfully resisted McDonald's plans to open a store 
in Katoomba. After receiving 5,000 letters of objec- 
tion to the proposal and only 15 in support, the 
local council rejected the plans. 

Also, McDonald's attempts to halt its declining US 
sales are generating opposition from many 
of its franchisees (over 80 percent 
of US stores are franchises). The 
company is trying to force 
the franchisees to reduce 
the price of a Big Mac v 
from $1.90 to a loss- 
making 55 cents and 
to give free sandwich 
vouchers to any cus- 
tomers not served 
within 55 seconds. 

Elsewhere, the Ber- 
mudian premier, Dr. 

David Saul, an- 
nounced his resigna- 
tion on March 19 fol 
lowing uproar in the country at his unpopular 
decision to allow former Premier Sir John Swan to 
operate a number of McDonald's franchises on the 
island. Strong opposition by rebel members of Dr. 
Saul's own party pushed the "Prohibited Restaurant 
Bill" through the House of Assembly, banning 
McDonald's and other fast food stores in Bermuda. 
The bill has yet to be ratified by the Senate; a 
decision is expected in late June. 

So, what is wrong with McDonald's? Besides 
being the epitome of a hegemonic corporation 
catering to the delusional needs of modern Babylon 
(85 to 95 percent of Americans visit McDonald's 
once or more in any year), McDonald's exploits the 
Earth with the compulsive frenzy required to de- 
clare "Billions Served." For example, a single store 
often creates as much as 10,500 potential items of 
litter (such as bags, straws, cups and napkins, etc.) 
for takeout customers every day. At one London 
store, approximately 1,500 sales a day are takeout 
customers — around 50 percent of the store's busi- 
ness. When multiplied by the number of stores in 
the UK, this is equivalent to 7.9-million potential 
items of litter every day. Excluding takeout packag- 
ing, an average restaurant produces at least 140 
pounds of waste packing a day. When multiplied 
by the number of stores in the world, this is 
equivalent to over 1 billion pounds of waste every 
year (approx. 500,000 tons) — and don't forget that 
doesn't include the takeouts! 

In addition, McDonald's is the number one ex- 
ploiter of animals in the world— quite a claim! 
McDonald's is the world's largest user of beef and 
second largest user of chicken. Eighty to 120 million 
chickens are killed each year in the US for McDonald's. 
At least 27 million are reared every year in Europe to 
supply McDonald's. Many of these animals are not 
just eaten; they are tortured in cruel and unusual 
ways. At a McDonald's chicken supplier, one percent 
of birds (around 1,350 per day) are decapitated with- 
out being stunned. A further one percent are not 
dead upon entering the scalding tank. 

These and other startling tidbits were outlined in 
a fact sheet entitled, "What's Wrong with 
McDonald's? — Everything They Don't Want You 
to Know," produced by London Greenpeace in the 
mid '80s. The fact sheet and later versions have 
now possibly become the most widely known and 
distributed protest leaflet in history. Over 2 mil- 
lion leaflets have already been handed out to the 
public in the UK alone since writs to stop the 
distributors were served, and it is distributed in 


dozens of other countries. 

McDonald's is suing English activists Helen Steel 
and David Morris for alleged libel over the fact 
sheet. After 25 months of testimony and a further 
eight weeks of closing speeches, the "McLibel" 
trial, described by lawyer Michael Mansfield as 
the "trial of the century," is finally drawing to a 
close. Now all that remains is for Mr. Justice Bell, 
having denied the Defendants a jury, to give his 
personal verdict. 

The McLibel Support Campaign is calling an 
international Victory Day of Action on the Satur- 
day after the verdict to demonstrate 

McDonald's failure to censor alterna- 
tive views and infor- mation. Thou- 


sands of people around the world have pledged to 
leaflet outside their local restaurants on that day 
and beyond, regardless of the trial's verdict. It is 
expected that a large majority of McDonald's 750 
UK restaurants will be leafleted (almost 500 have 
already been "adopted" by local campaigners) in 
a display of solidarity with the McLibel Defen- 
dants and a show of conviction that all the criti- 
cisms in the leaflets have been proven in the trial, 
often by McDonald's. 

In their final legal arguments, the McLibel Defen- 
dants submitted that UK libel laws in general, and in 
this case in particular, are oppressive and unfair. 
They argued that multinational corporations, which 
wield huge power and influence over the lives of 
ordinary people, should not be able to use libel laws 
against their critics, as it is of vital public importance 
thatmatters which af- 
fect people's lives and 
health are areas open 
to free, uninhibited 
public debate. 

The Defendants 
cited recent develop- 
ments in European 
laws and existing US 
laws which would de- 
bar a similar libel case. 

If the verdict goes 
against them, the De- 
fendants intend to ap- 
peal and, if necessary, 
take the British Gov- 
ernment to the Euro- 
pean Court of Human 
Rights in Strausberg 
over oppressive libel 
laws. 

Outrageously, the 
$30 billion a year 

McDonald's Corporation has asked the Judge to 
order the Defendants (total joint income less than 
£7,500 per annum) to pay £80-120,000 damages to 
the company for the criticisms made in the Lon- 
don Greenpeace fact sheet. This is despite repeated 
claims by the company to the media, members of 
Parliament and the pubic during the course of the 
trial that "it has never been [McDonald's] inten- 
tion to seek damages... from the Defendants." 

McDonald's obviously has no compunction 
about lying to the public when it suits their 
purposes. Indeed, their UK president admitted as 


much during cross examination. Paul Preston 
said he was "concerned" that the company's press 
releases about the McLibel trial contained "er- 
rors." He was then asked, "But you are not con- 
cerned enough to actually do something to stop 
the dissemination of false information by 
McDonald's?" to which he replied, "Not at present, 
no." To this day, the company continues to dis- 
tribute the same inaccurate press releases to the 
media. As a result, the Defendants are seeking 
damages in a counterclaim against McDonald's 
UK for libel in the press releases and 300,000 
defamatory leaflets produced by the company. 
Both sides are claiming costs for the claim and 
counterclaim. McDonald's costs have been esti- 
mated to total £5-10 million. 

The McLibel Support Campaign has no illusions 
about British "justice." It is clear that libel laws are 
in place to protect the interests of the rich and 
powerful and to preserve the status quo. During 
their trial, the McLibel Defendants went to the 
Court of Appeals a number of times to challenge, 
unsuccessfully, legal judgment made against them 
by Mr. Justice Bell. Following a hearing on April 2, 
1996, the Defendants wrote to the Lord Chancellor 
to express concern that their appeal had been 
prejudged — a copy of the Appeal Court's draft 
"ruling" (prepared before the hearing) had mistak- 
enly been handed to the Defendants. In addition, 
Steel and Morris were denied their right to a jury 
trial and, with no right to legal aid, have been 
forced to conduct their own defense against 
McDonald's team of top libel lawyers. The denial 
of a jury caused Marcel Berlins, a leading legal 
commentator, to remark, "I cannot think of a case 
in which the legal cards have been so spectacularly 
stacked against one party." 

During the trial, McDonald's admitted that at 
least seven private investigators were hired to infil- 
trate London Greenpeace and that one or more were 
present at nearly all weekly meetings from October 
1989 to March 1991. Five of these spies gave evi- 
dence in the trial, one of them as a witness for the 
Defense. Three admitted that they had distributed 
the London Greenpeace fact sheet that is the subject 
of the libel action. 

During the trial there was controversy over 
McDonald's nonpayment of UK's minimum statu- 
tory overtime rates (applicable up to 1992). 
McDonald's finally admitted in their closing sub- 
missions that it was "likely... that for some workers, 

at some times, 
their overall 
pay... was less 
than their statu- 
tory entitle- 
ment." The 
judge calculated 
that one Defense 
witness, former 
worker Siamak 
Alimi, had been 
underpaid and 
was owed £175, 
allowing for 
compound in- 
terest. As a re- 
sult, Mr. Alimi 
has written to 
McDonald's to 
demand the 
money he's 
owed. Contrary 
to what many 

were told by the company at the time, all employees 
on the basic starting wage were entitled to addi- 
tional overtime until 1986, and those over 21 were 
entitled up till 1 992. The Defendants are urging all 
former UK employees who worked overtime before 
1992 to seek advice, to write to the company de- 
manding payment or to sue. 

For more information contact the McLibel Sup- 
port Campaign at 5 Caledonian Road, London N1 
9DX, UK; 011-44-171-713-1269; http://www. 
McSpotlight.org/. 

—McLibel Support Campaign 
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by Anne Petermann with Amy Frost 

Native Forest Network Eastern North America (NFNENA) re- 
cently launched its Vermont Forest Practices Campaign. This 
campaign's four primary goals are: 1) a permanent ban on 
herbicide spraying, 2) an end to clearcutting, 3) a ban on raw log 
exports and 4) an end to commercial timber extraction on 
Vermont's state and federal lands. 

The herbicide issue has been at the forefront of NFN's efforts 
since Governor Dean appointed the Forest Resource Advisory 
Committee (FRAC) last summer. They began taking input on a 
Champion International Paper Company proposal to spray 
Monsanto chemicals on its forest lands as soon as August of 1997. 
Aerial herbicide spraying of forests has 
never occurred in Vermont. 

On January 1 5, as a result of the efforts of MHj 

several groups in the state, a group of 12 | ‘ »%llll§ 

Senators introduced S.28, a bill to perma- 
nently ban aerial spraying of herbicides as a ' |gg| 
forestry practice — the same day that Jp, 

NFNENA sponsored a statewide meeting on 
the subject. The boldness of the Senators' 
bill was even more laudable because on 
January 2, FRAC recommended a tempo- 
rary moratorium on spraying (by a 13-1 
vote), a recommendation that Champion 
supported when faced with a complete ban. 

Although the original visionary bill has 
been compromised to a temporary morato- 
rium, it has been pushed farther than was 
anticipated to include both aerial and 
ground spraying on all Vermont forest 
lands. When you add this good news to the 
fact the moratorium could last indefinitely, 
it becomes a decisive victory for Vermont's 
forests. However, we do need to remain 
vigilant on the issue, so the timber beasts 
can't remove the moratorium while we're 
not looking. The corporations are going to 
have one hell of a time trying to get this 
issue decided in their favor. 

Strategic protests organized by NFN, combined with the out- 
pouring of emotion at various FRAC-sponsored public meetings, 
have come at crucial times in the decision-making process. Last 
fall, when FRAC's herbicide sub-panel made an informal recom- 
mendation in favor of spraying, NFN responded by intruding 
upon their meeting (open for public observation, but not public 
input). FRAC shut down the meeting and postponed making 
their recommendation for another month. When FRAC made 
their informal vote in December recommending a moratorium, 
NFN held a protest at the State Capitol demanding that the 
legislature pass a permanent ban, not a temporary moratorium. 
Then when the Senate Natural Resources Committee made their 
formal recommendation to the full Senate to pass the morato- 
rium, we held a demonstration at the State House again de- 
manding a permanent ban. 

Although we did not get the permanent ban, we were highly 
successful in pushing the issue further to the left and changing 
the debate from a choice between restricted spraying and a 
moratorium to a debate between a moratorium and a ban. 

The people of Vermont are awakening to forest issues in the 
state and are prepared to back a campaign to permanently protect 
Vermont's forests. Contact NFNENA at POB 57, Burlington, VT 
05402; (802) 863-0571. 


by Bart Semcer 

Activists from across the Northeast gathered on the weekend of 
May 2 in the White Mountain National Forest for a mud-season 
rendezvous. Anarchists, Wobblies, Rainbows and rednecks braved 
near-freezing temperatures, rain, sleet and snow to laugh, sing, tell 
tales, drink beer, rekindle old friendships, make new ones, fall in like, 
fall from grace and begin the defense of the threatened Kersarge 
Roadless Area. 

The rendezvous site was an old log landing at the edge of the Kersarge 
Roadless Area, one of the largest roadless areas left in the Northeast 
(and home to some remnant old growth), which is scheduled for 
logging by the US Forest Service. 


Bad cop, no doughnut — arrested for leafletting about the Kersage Roadless Area in New Hampshire 

The glow of Friday's campfire rivaled that of comet Hale-Bopp and 
covered the tent village with the comforting scent of birch smoke. As 
we enjoyed the fruits of local breweries, song-man extraordinare, 
Robert Hoyt, gave us a much appreciated performance. 

On Saturday, activists eagerly attended workshops and hiked the 
groves of old-growth yellow birch. As night began to fall, the discus- 
sion around the campfire began to focus on the threats facing Kersarge 
and what could be done in its defense. 

Eventually, we agreed that since the cutting was not yet underway, 
and since there is a significant amount of local opposition to the sale, 
the Kersarge would best be served if our post-rendezvous action was 
educational by design and non-confrontational in tone. The next 
morning we headed for town. 

Rallying in the parking lot of Eastern Mountain Sports, we produced 
placards and a banner out of dumpster-dived materials, as well as a 
leaflet discussing the Kersarge timber sale and the effect it would have 
the region's ecology. We were certainly the most exciting thing 
orth Conway had seen in years as we marched up and down Main 
Street. We distributed flyers to passing motorists and pedestrian 
shoppers, making every effort to be courteous to the people we 
encountered and to avoid blocking traffic. Of those who expressed 
their opinions to us, all but one said he was against the Kersarge timber 
sale. Drivers beeped their horns in support, and even little old ladies 
were seen raising fists in the air. This went on without incident for an 

! hour. Then the cops showed up. 

One woman and two men were arrested. When one local 
asked a cop, "What about free speech?" he responded, "There's 
a town ordinance against it." 

It turned out that when the three arrested individuals 
arrived at the station, the cops issued them a ticket for 
soliciting (even though they weren't selling anything or 
asking for money) and loitering. 

Despite the unwarranted arrests, it was a good rendezvous. 
We established a presence at the sale site itself and got the 
m Freddies thinking about how hard it will be to cut Kersarge. 
*4 Additionally, we established a presence in the local community 
| and began rallying support. Best of all, we established a repu- 
tation with the local police force and let them know that there 
| would be more like us. 

jr To find out more about the Kersarge timber sale and efforts to 
f preserve it, contact New Hampshire EF! at POB 4101, Ports- 
mouth, NH 03802 or Restore the North Woods, POB 440, 
Concord, MA. 




Anti-herbicide protest at the state capitol in Montpelier, Vermont 
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The Future of the Bk Wiu> 

by Gary Macfarlane 

From the vantage point of a day's hike from the site of the 1996 Round River Rendezvous (RRR), near the heart of the 
River of No Return, the spectacle of Cove/Mallard is unveiled. There is a green, gentle swath leading to the wild Salmon 
River cupped by rugged and forested mountains. 

Nowhere else in the lower 48 states is a wildlife corridor so pronounced. The migration path is evident to the mind's 
eye, and the wild species pass silently on their forays. Cove/Mallard literally flows between the protective ramparts of 

the mountains to the roaring Salmon River. 

From here, the greater Salmon-Selway wilderness doesn't seem to end. 
The physics of light bending and scattering in the atmosphere and the 
curvature of the Earth give way before the wild ridges do. 

1996 was a watershed year for the Cove/Mallard campaign. Thanks to 
the Earth First! RRR and dedicated activists, the Jack Road blockade 
lasted over 40 days. No cutting units were sliced down in either the 
Noble or Jack timber sales. The Idaho Sporting Congress, by winning a 
"consent decree," similar to an injunction, prevented any activity until 
June 15 of this year. 

This year we hope to build on last year's success and turn the corner on 
the insanity of the Cove/Mallard timber sales. While our court case is 
strong, we don't expect a fair hearing from Idaho's federal judges. By the 
time you read this, the consent decree may be lifted and the case likely 
waiting to be heard on appeal. The Big Wild needs your help. [On June 
12, the court released its decision to allow logging. Shearer Lumber has 
said it will begin operations within a week.] 

This may well be the last year for action at Cove/Mallard. The Forest 
Service is weary of direct action. The new Chief has a massive document 
1 in his hands, prepared by many citizen activists, detailing a plethora of 
| agency violations at Cove/Mallard. At some point, the Forest Service will 
| have to confront its abominable behavior. The Freddies are nearly ready 
| to throw in the towel; you can see it in their eyes. 

I Even the timber company is tired. This issue has gone on a long time, 
s The environmental impact statements for the Cove and Mallard sales are 
so old that uncle Ramon was a young pup when they were written. 

Thanks to you, our collective efforts have had an effect. Many said it 
couldn't be done in such a remote and hostile place. Yet, the Cove/ 
Mallard campaign is the longest-running direct-action campaign on a national forest in the country. 

This year, a few salmon return to spawn with their last fish gasps proclaiming dam ecocide. Wild wolves will howl. So 
must we, if everything that is right and good about this place is to be maintained. Come to Idaho and be a part of the 
effort to protect the last Big Wild left south of the 49th parallel. 

Contact the Cove/Mallard Coalition at POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843; (208) 882-9755; e-mail: cove@moscow.com. 

Not One Stick of Deadwood 



by Joshua Burnim 

The Boise National Forest (BNF) has been making a mockery of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) in the 
Deadwood Roadless Area. In order to expedite the Deadwood timber sale, the BNF has spent nearly half a million dollars 
and over 21,000 human-hours cutting 132 trees for 19 helicopter pads and marking over 86,000 trees for cutting. The 
Idaho Sporting Congress (ISC) has filed for summary judgment and a permanent injunction against the US Forest Service 
(USFS) for breaking the law with this violation of NEPA. When the 
comment period on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) 
ended on May 27, 1997, the trees had already been marked. 

The BNF says it marked the trees so scientists could better assess the 
effects of the timber sale and so the public could see what it would be like 
without the trees. But the USFS's arguments are full of holes. Though they 
say that the trees were marked so the public could visualize the missing 
86,000 trees on the 23,000-acre timber sale, they didn't happen to 
mention that to the public. In addition, while the USFS justifies the 
helipads and 132 trees cut as necessary for scientific analysis, the 
scientists did their analysis during the summer of 1995 and the pads 
weren't cut until the summer of 1996. 

Located 70 miles northeast of Boise, the Deadwood Roadless Area is one 
of the last places in southern Idaho where one can find large, intact stands 
of 200 to 400-year-old Ponderosa pines. The "open, parklike" conditions 
are ideal for elk, and about half of the elk population of the BNF resides 
here. Many endangered, threatened, sensitive and just plain beautiful 
creatures live in this forest. The Deadwood River qualifies as a Wild and 
Scenic River and is one of the last bull trout strongholds in this region. But 
the USFS plans to put an 11-mile road into the 55,000-acre roadless area 
and log 30 million board feet (recently down from 50 million board feet), 
hacking it into three small islands of 10,000 acres or less. This will fragment 

wildlife habitat and dump sediment into the pristine Deadwood River. Deadwood Roadless Area 

It is clear that the BNF's main objective is to get the big trees out. BNF 
Supervisor, Dave Rittenhouse, said long ago that it is not "a question of whether or not to log Deadwood, but how to log it." 

The Forest Service says that it needs to log the area for forest health reasons. Though Deadwood was the first sale exempted 
from the Salvage Rider by the Glickman directive and was the "poster sale" Representative Furse used in Congress to expose 
the rider as a hoax (nearly repealing it 208-210), the BNF continues to call Deadwood a salvage sale. 

The 1994 landscape analysis of the Deadwood watershed showed that there are other areas at much greater risk from 
insects and fires than in this roadless area timber sale. On top of all that, since the BNF has already logged more trees 
than the Forest Plan allows, this sale is completely unnecessary! 

So, what can we glean from this enraging situation? The BNF has no interest in forest health, habitat or public opinion, 
except where necessary to jump the hoops set up by our environmental laws. Its preemptive strike of marking the 86,000 
trees and cutting the 19 helipads will make it harder to justify not logging the pristine roadless area, thus furthering its 
goal of supplying the massive industrial timber companies (Boise Cascade most likely) with big trees and increasing the 
Forest Service budget from Congress. 

Public outrage is building in Boise. The Deadwood needs your help! Send letters to Forest Supervisor Dave Rittenhouse, 
Boise National Forest, 1750 Front St., Boise, ID 83701. 

Contact the Northern Rockies Preservation Project at POB 625, Boise, ID 83843. Do not let this blatant timber scam succeed. 






Beth Howell 

?arl Alleman and 


torized vehicles are forbidden. 

This proposal to build commer- 
cial buildings in a wilderness area is 
completely contrary to the spirit of 
the 1964 Wilderness Law. It does 
offer, however, a textbook example 
of just how antiquated the nation's 
125-year-old Mining Act is, and why 
it needs to be junked. 

Alleman came to Oregon in 1978 
and bought some old mining claims 
on the Little Chetco River. He main- 
tained the claims and did what the 
1 872 Mining Act permits claimhold- 
ers to do — he bought the land out- 
right for $2 an acre. 

Alleman leased his 60 acres to 
Martindale. Martindale wants to 
build a lodge with cabins and out- 
building for tourists seeking an old- 
fashioned mining experience. 

The men also want the US Forest 
Service to provide vehicle access to 
the property through nine miles of 
Kalmiopsis Wilderness. 

The Forest Service rightly re- 
sponded that under federal law, 
owners of land in wilderness areas 
are allowed only "reasonable and 
customary access" reflecting historic 
use— in this case, for mining. The 
agency offered to allow two found 
trips a week, which wasn't what the 
men wanted. 

The men protest that the Siskiyou 
National Forest is denying themtbeir 
property rights. 

To which we say, baloney. 

Congress passed a moratorium on 
future giveaways under the 1872 
Mining Act. But powerful mining 
interests and their congressional 
patrons have managed to stop all 
efforts to reform and modernize this 
outdated act. 

It's crazy that this legal antique, 
written to encourage exploration 
and exploitation of the unsettled 
West, remains on the books. It’s 
incredible that Americans still per- 
mit the giveaway of public land to 
land speculators. 

But it's preposterous that having 
obtained the public's land through 
this ancient loophole, an owner 
can then try to pressure the Forest 
Service into opening up more pub- 
lic land for his private guests' ve- 
hicles under the bogus banner of 
"Property Rights!" 

The Wilderness Act, signed by 
President Lyndon Johnson, created 
lands "where the Earth and its com- 
munity are untrammeled by man, 
where man himself is a visitor who 
does not remain." 

The Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (DEIS) for the Special Use 
Permit is available to thepublic (write 
District Ranger Mary Zuschlag at 
26568 Redwood Hwy., Cave Junc- 
tion, OR 97523). Comments on the 
DEIS must be postmarked by July 7. 
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CUTTING WORDS AGAINST TRCCS 


a by Barb Ariel and Liam Kellen 

From my seat at Fefnedd, a city that is strong 
I watched the trees and green things hastening along 
Retreating from happiness. They would fain be set 
In forms of the chief letters of the alphabet. 

— from Cad Goddeu: The Battle of the Trees 
Welsh epic, ca. 400 BC 

Language in Forest Ecology 

The tree of language and the real trees— you won't 
find them listed on any family trees together. 

Trees are objects claimed by hard science, rooted 
down, immobile, very physical and material— 
and only in a secondary, functional sense are 
trees acknowledged as part of a complex system- 
atics or ecology. 

Language is different, studied not in hard sci- 
ence but in liberal arts or "human sciences." 
Language is supremely mobile, an always jug- 
gling emissary of words that are said not to de- 
pend on any particular media or material format. 
Only in a secondary sense is language acknowl- 
edged to be a physical thing — a book made out of 
wood pulp, for example. 

But for all this academic distance claimed to 
separate them, we think that language and trees 
interact directly, and that the trees always come up 
short. While language proliferates in every nook 
and cranny of the planet (reproduces whether or 
not people read or listen to it very much, like the ad- 
supplements stuffed ever thicker into the Sunday 
newspaper) at the same time the trees fall and the 
forests disappear. 

Of course trees have long been appreciated by 
some as more than board feet and fodder for poetry. 
And the deforestation process has long been sus- 
pected of being more complicated than the debate 
or political caricature shown at the surface. "The 
outstanding scientific discovery of the 20th century 
is not television, or radio, but rather the complexity 
of the land organism," notes Aldo Leopold. But 
even with such a claim for vast complexity in 
natural ecology, humans don't reckon language as 
a direct part of that ecology. And that's because 
humans overrate the amount of oversight their 
intentions have on language, overrate the impact of 
their dances of reason and self-serving policy de- 
bates in controlling the saws. Using a vain assump- 
tion, they instead count language on the human 
side of the human-and-nature cleft, like the good 
dog in Indian legend that jumps the chasm at the 
creation of the world, jumps away from nature and 
leaves the wolf pack in order to join humans and 
travel the human road. 

But language is not the trained dog. Language is 
always the untamed wolf. And language, in late 
commodity culture, has an insatiable appetite, which 
brings us back to our thesis that language is the 
predator against trees, that linguistic terms do in 
more trees than ligneous termites. And not just 
"bad" metaphoric language or wordy writing eats 
up lots of newsprint — even "good" language con- 
sumes trees. Discursive, clear-thinking, plain lan- 
guage saws trees, like it saws linear, dimensional 
meaning out of the heuristic dark woods of polysemia 
and pluravocality. Forests are at risk from language 
on its highest plain, language on its own turf purged 
as much as you like from corrupting "metaphor," 
language policed by Reason and trained in the boot 
camp of pure denotation, ratiocination and mathesis. 


Refined "logical" language — this language has evolved 
as an anti-arboreal predator. 

What language we talkin' about? This one. Our 
common American language, the tongue of George 
Weyerhaeuser andjames Watt... but also H.L. Mencken, 
Mark Twain and Edward Abbey, proper English relax- 
ing at home in what Jameson calls the realist floor 
plan. Not just words incanted monotone by bean- 
pushers in the Forest Service bureaucracy. Not just 
curses shouted by loggers with chainsaws. 

The Words in the Woods 

The forest's death is so imbedded in the common 
language that not only "cut down" but even the term 
"wooden" evokes death, reification and the corpse. 
Trees are not wooden. Observe the wood's suppleness, 
musical resonance, expansive growth and quick trans- 
formation into humus or ash in a forest. Both standing 
and reclining, living wood is home to symbionts and 
parasites, to molds, ants and beetles. 

S et a sign posted on a tree warns of cutting. 
Warnings languish in archives, newspa- 
pers, televised narratives and in official 
forest policy. A system of living expressions, a ma- 
ture, sophisticated, terminological predator of for- 
estlands, is at work. Predatory terms work unre- 
stricted, unwilled, yet influence reasoning on forest 
policy — terms that today contend within a lan- 
guage/ecology corresponding to forest/deforesta- 
tion — primordial millennium groves, prime old- 
growth stumpage. 

"A mobile army of metaphors" against the forest 
arrived with the Mayflower, ready to go to work, 
prefiguring the forest as an impediment to forward 
westward progress (see Margarete Mckenna's The 
Death of Nature). The task at hand was the beating 
back of wilderness, the clearing of the land. The 
Columbia and Oregon Timberman, as late as Novem- 
ber 1900, argued, "So long as timber lasts woods- 
men and farmers have work cutting it down, and 
the revenues derived from the sale continue to flow 
into the country. After the wood is gone there will 
remain something else for the people to do — emi- 
grate." How did the forest become a tool to be used, 
eliminated and hacked down? 

History narrates deforestation, explains and laments 
it. Plato wrote: "...not long ago there were still remain- 
ing roofs cut from the trees growing there, which were 
of a size sufficient to cover the largest houses; and 
there were many other high trees, bearing fruit and 
abundance. . . . [after deforestation] there are rem aining 
in small islets only the bones of the wasted body, as 
they may be called; all the richer and softer parts of the 
soil having fallen away and the mere skeleton of the 
country being left." 

Deforestation continued as Romans and Anglo- 
Saxons became skilled at incursions and clearing 
forest for roads and agriculture. England postponed 
forest elimination when, in AD 1066, the Norman 
Conquest introduced "royal forests," which preserved 
trees at the expense of ordinary people. The royal 
forest, governed by the "foreste lawe," preserved 
animals inhabiting forest land for the king's plea- 
sure, not for the trees' sake per se. Enforcers of foreste 
lawe tortured poachers. In consequence, commoners 
hated forests — a hatred that enhanced long-held fear 
of wolves and bandits harbored there. Forests, never- 
theless, were visited, consumed for smelting ore and 
cut for ships, buildings and bonfires until the last tree 
fell. Then the gaze turned to North America's "inex- 
haustible" forests. So many of these inexhaustible 
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trees were cut by 1700 that "...it was necessary to go 
twenty miles into the woods on the Piscataqua [off 
Chesapeake Bay] for a good mast." Still, the solution 
to England's wood shortage lay in North America's 
inexhaustible forests. 

The westward march continues 300 years later. The 
last original stands of the Pacific Northwest go to the 
auction block. The multinationals already turn to 
Malaysia and Siberia. 

In opposition to the multinational agenda, and 
deferent to the Bible's advice to "know thy enemy," 
we turn to language. 

® ut why get worked up over language at large 
with a sweeping broadside attack, rather than 
tackle specific ways of talking about forest 
policy? And why English, which has been accepted in 
diverse nations, which has become even hegemonic, 
the imperial language of world commerce, the English 
Ivy creeping over delicate, soon-to-be extinct native 
plant type languages from Havasupai to Madagascar 
and the "climax" word-forest which has become what 
Greek was to Europe before Constantine? "The En- 
glish of today, the language on which, " Charles Morris 
claims, "evolution has produced its fullest effect." 

It's possible that the reader doesn't share the cultural 
chauvinism expressed by 19th century naturalists, 
and yet would still prefer to focus the battle within 
language, the battle between pro-forest and anti-forest 
discourses. Aren't the humans in charge of every 
human tool, and isn't language a private tool, used by 
individuals as they wish, or controlled by the human 
race collectively, maybe not always used accurately, 
but still isn't private thought behind everything said 
or written? Isn't human reason directing forest poli- 
cies? More specifically, isn't it unreasonable human 
decisions which cause deforestation? 

EF! generally doesn't go out and monkeywrench 
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logic or syntax. In an organization of activists, in the 
heat of actions, language just happens. If and when 
there is time for armchair theory, language is present 
but not on the table, since language as a system is 
diffuse, the sea in which competing ideas like fishes 
compete. Forest defenders, assert the proponents of 
representational language (who don't even know they 
are the proponents), should just use language well, 
master the traditional arts (male arts, it maybe granted) 
of logic and rhetoric to better sway human adversaries. 

Ideas put forth "rationally," the prescribed building 
blocks of language, can, of course, be offered in 
support of forests: examples include the advantage of 
preserving habitat or the true cost of logging roads. 
One can write motions to question the contractual or 
juridical authority to cut specific forests. 

Modem language is in such cases used against its 
own tendency, with difficulty, just as wood can be 
split against the grain. Our immediate aim is to chal- 
lenge the unexamined, human-centered assumptions 
about the neutrality of language, as though it were a 
kind of Switzerland in the World War of the environ- 
ment. Not neutral. "It is always a wolf, and not a lamb, 
who quenches his thirst in the transparent stream of 
a pure reason," warns Michael Senes. Our task in- 
volves exposing language not as a referee or courier for 
ideas but as a material, living and in many ways 
parasitic system, evolved from the earth. We would 
explore language in its empiricism and real ecolbgy as 
a system which interacts with other systems, includ- 
ing forest ecologies. We are focusing on what has 
come to be called, within radical feminist ecology 
"rationalist text," the good-ol-boy discourse of law, 
science and most other venerable, rigorous mortis 
institution, and written text in particular as the para- 
gon of this discourse, which lives on in court docu- 
ments and scientific journals to decimate forests long 
after homo-sapien "authors" of such documents have 
returned to earth. 

E v orest plans thus live beyond forest planners, 
j inscribed on archival quality wood-pulp, 
'calling for the productionist forest ethic: 
"Deeded to the state of Oregon mostly by counties 
about 50 years ago, the land came with a mandate 
to earn the 'greatest permanent value' for the coun- 
ties and the state," explains a news article recount- 
ing Oregon Department of Forestry planning. "Our 
rule is trying to honor those agreements," said Ray 
Craig, an assistant state forester. "Sure, they're pub- 
lic lands and we agree there are public values we 
need to manage for, but on the other hand there is 
a legal mandate to produce revenue." 

The reader may grant that language is an interactive 
system, and that it does more than deliver "ideas" 
from one human to another, such as the above "ex- 
cuse" of a dusty tomb as to "why" the cutting must 
take place. But why would, the web of Western lan- 
guage systems, in their "structure," be predatory on 
forests? For Dewey, "The heart of language, is not 
'expression' of something antecedent, much less ex- 
pression of antecedent thought. It is communication; 
the establishment of cooperation in an activity in* 
which there are partners, and in which the activity of 
each is modified and regulated by partnership." 

Thus, language is held to be a tool made by humans, 
for humans, a tool used for human benefit against the 
nonhuman world, which is then held to be the object 
or rather target of language. Exceptions where the 
nonhuman origin of language surfaces, where there is 
a cross-species complication of language, are viewed as 
trivialities or at best curiosities. Take, for example, 
Myrdene Anderson's field work among Laplander 
herders, who work closely with herding dogs in the 
daily movement of sheep. Dogs and humans have 
incorporated, in shared locutions, commands and 
responses that are easy to produce yet hard to mistake, 
for both dogs and humans. The older dogs train the 
younger dogs to understand such locutions. The co- 
evolved language of herding is a "co-species" tool. 

Human language, in the established rationalist or- 
der, originates from humans, represents the external 
world imperfectly (with a more original, perfect ver- 
sion in either the "ideal" in human consciousness or 
the "empirical"), is controlled or mastered by human 
volition and is necessarily fully present in human 
voice first, and written language only as a mimicry, 
supplement or substitute of voice. 

The reduction of the complicity of "nature," in the 
language of reason, took place concurrent, or at least 



became articulated with, the rise of Platonism, in the 
move that privileged voice (the human voice) over 
visual nature-signs and writing. As Derrida has dem- 
onstrated, oral speech became the standard of pure or 
original language, as the source and guardian of "hu- 
man presence." Dependence on writing was renounced 
as external, as something which would waste and even 
atrophy the human memory and as too permanent a 
media for words. Written statements may be turned 
on their head and used against a speaker or used for 
political subversion. 

® lato's famous censure of writing, or rather 
his demand that writing stay subservient to 
a human "metaphysics of presence" and 
instrumental goals, should be considered in the 
context of Socrates denigration of trees: "You must 
forgive me... I'm a lover of learning, and trees and 
open country won't teach me anything, whereas 
men in the town do." 

But, the known genealogy gives no evidence for the 
humanist-assumed phonocentric origin of language: 
that voice and speech came first, that written signs 
were "stand ins" when speech was over too great a 
distance or time. Edward Davies in Celtic Researches 
provides more credible speculation from philology 
and analysis of Biblical text, "It may be inferred that 
certain trees and rods, or staves, or branches, were 
considered as means of information, or as the symbols 
of distinct ideas. " 

The rod stood for perhaps not a symbol, as in the 
modem economy in which it would be more than the 
minimum (a single word) but for a deity, "Not only, in 
general, trees were esteemed sacred; but a particular 
species of tree, was consecrated separately to each 
individual god. Branches of trees, and of plants, were 
formed into garlands, and crowns, to be worn upon 
solemn occasions; they were not indiscriminately 
used, but every particular species was appropriated, by 
a definite usage, to its peculiar occasion." 

As specific woods became scarce, language was 
adopted as a substitute. "This inscription of rods 
appears to have been a refinement upon the earliest, 
or primitive custom, and seems to have been intro- 
duced, when the symbolical species could not be 
readily obtained. " Spoken language replaced trees in a 
process: First, previously speaking nature was limited 
to diving rods, oracles, to special mythopoetic ani- 
mals, trees or places. Later, with the rise and hege- 
mony of the modern symbolic order, such special 
non-rational sources of language were themselves 
stripped of power, muted to fable or, as for Jacob 
Grimm, to household story, to imagination originat- 
ing, of course, from humans. 

An other writing, a mythopoetic or nature-con- 
nected incarnation of writing, can be traced as marks 
on a wooden staff or runic draughts— the rightful 
enemy of Socratic phallogocentrism. When trees, rods 
or runic sprigs were engaged in dialogue with human- 
ity, a dialogue called language, trees were spiritually 
valorized, esteemed and protected. When speech is 
made primary (as ithas been now for over 2,000 years 
from Plato through Rousseau), trees are disenfran- 
chised, letters are disenchanted and wood competes 
with clay or papyrus as an arbitrary and "necessary 
evil" media when the need to "record" speech out- 
weighs the dangers Plato itemizes. 

And, "Arbor magna, in medio paradisis, cujus rami, 
dictiones, ulterius, in ramos parvos, et foli, quea sunt 
literae, extenduntur" — "the great tree in the midst of 
Paradise, the sprigs, and leaves of which, were letters, 
and the branches, words." 

In Davies, the biblical "tree of life" and the human 
fall from the garden through a forbidden fruit of 
language can be read as a journey from wholeness of 
language to calculative, instrumental language in 
which trees are reduced to their edible fruit, to objects 
of symbolic language. But Davies finds the general 
mythos and trio of tree, emblem and writing gener- 
ated in cross-cultural repetitions uncovered world- 
wide: "Even the Chinese use the same metaphor, si, a 
tree, (siah, Chald) is the key, or the radix os su, a man 
of erudition; of sai, learning, wisdom, a master of arts, 
a mandarine, — and of su; a book." 

The "invention" of agriculture by humans was 
demonstrated by David 
Rindos to be as much the 
"preference" of certain camp 
follower plants that trailed 
nomad homo sapiens from 


encampment to encampment, preferring the dis- 
turbed soil found in the proximity of this mobile 
species. Similarly, the "invention" of writing in the 
Runic characters is traced by Davies to be a reading of 
a text written by the trees, a "windfall" or gift received 
more than invented: "Being originally intended as 
draughts, or sketches, of the points, or sprigs, or knots 
of plants (trees), it is to be remarked that simple, and 
radical characters, represent either a straight rod, a j 
forked sprig, or a simple knot on a twig... but the 
letters of the Celtae formed an object of superstition; 
it was their chief study to commemorate the images 
(of tree-gods). 

0 odern commentary (see Ralph Blum, The 
Book of Runes) quotes the 98 A.D. Roman 
Tacitus description of the interaction of 
oracle, divination and skilled reading of chance in 
the "casting" of runes. "They cut a branch from a 
fruit-bearing tree and divide it into small pieces 
which they mark with certain distinctive signs..." 

A priest casts them onto a white cloth, then "picks 
up three pieces, one at a time, and interprets 
them." But neither Tacitus nor his modern com- 
mentator venture speculation on the road from 
rimes as a "special" alphabet to the sanitized 26 
letters of modern English, nor on any stain or 
ghost of oracle, divination or chance that might 
surreptitiously have passed through from runes as 
"the midwife of alphabets" to haunt or provide 
spirit to the most modern and most rational 
inscriptions of humanism. 

Seeing Forests with Cutting Vision 

A forest or even a single tree* is not a preformed 
image or object imaged on the visual cortex in an 
unmediated process. In a shift often made by Native 
Americans (such as Chief Seattle) or poets (such as 
Gary Snyder), the linguistic process and the percep- 
tual process may be considered together. "In Native 
languages the understanding is that the means is the 
sound, it is in the word; the word is not a symbol for 
a meaning which has been abstracted out, word and 
meaning are together in one experience." 

Physic and optics are proving investigations such 
as those of Edwin Land. The wave length and pattern 
of light reflected toward the eye cannot alone deter- 
mine the perception of the human subject, cannot 
determine the color or the shape. Thus, concludes 
Land, the visual mechanism, "...has no separate 
existence at all, being in a thousand ways united with 
and continuously interacting with the whole exte- 
rior domain. In fact, there is no exterior red object 
with a tremendous mind linked to it by only a ray of 
light. The red object is a composite product... so that 
there is no tremor in what we call the 'outside world' 
that is not chocked by a thousand chains and gossa- 
mers to inner structures that vibrate and move with 
it and are part of it." 

The cutting up of the visual landscape is thus 
conditioned by, and further hones the glancing 
ability of the eye's cones, the practice of reading. 
"When we read, the eye has to follow the guidance of 
the lines of letter and figures; we do no more than 
'glance'... The same process that is gone through in 
learning letters of the alphabet, occurs over and over 
again when we observe objects..." How many people 
content themselves with constructing a single melody 
for all trees! A melody like this must be quite mean- 
ingless (except for calculating board feet) since it 
suppresses the differences which are characteristic of 
various trees. No doubt the use of writing, which 
- governs our every step, especially in towns, is respon- 
sible for turning our attention from natural objects. 

A quick "recognition" of the rational symbol, as 
opposed to the mythopoetic, the allegorical, cuts the 
possibility of forest as participant in language, the 
integral forest allied with the human, into sliced 
experience with forest as the Puritanized enemy of 
man. All experience is then vested with calculation. 

A reversal of the Buddhist Proverb: "Some look to the 
East, and see the lightning in the east. Some look to 
the West, and see the lightning in the West. But I, 
who care nothing for the ends of the earth, see the 
lightning in all its glory." 
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Manchester Tunnels Hold off Airport Plans 


by Anjali Kwatra, Peter Beale and Mark Bradley 

Bailiffs called in specialist climbers and cavers to 
help evict protesters from the site of the planned 
second runway at Manchester Airport, an 
environmentally damaging project in 
northwestern England. Taking action 
against the proposed runway is an exten- 
sion of the campaign against the roads 
program. Many of the same issues are 
raised: 1) pollution for profit, 2) the cre- 
ation of a limited number of short-term 
jobs, 3) the destruction of our communi- 
ties in the name of progress and 4) the 
priority of profits for a few over the inter- 
ests of people and the planet. 

The first evictions from the site began 
at dawn, as black-clad security guards 
moved in on the Zion tree camp, a week 
after writs were served ordering demon- 
strators to leave. The demonstration en- 
sued after the Secretary of State gave the 
go-ahead for the runway despite years of 
opposition from local residents and en- 
vironmental groups. 

The anti-runway campaigners constructed an elabo- 
rate network of tunnels and tree houses to make 
eviction as difficult as possible. The protesters claimed 
to have stocks of food to last up to two months. They 
predicted that the authorities would find it far harder 
to gain control of the site than at the A30 bypass 
protest in Devon last year where a tunneling pro- 
tester named Swampy held up construction for six 
days (see EF! Journal, Eostar, 1997). One of the tun- 
nels at the site of the $ 172-million airport develop- 
ment, nearStyal, Cheshire, was built by Swampy, but 
he is now under a court order banning him from 
going within five miles of the area. 

By about 5:30 a.m. on the day of eviction, ap- 
proximately 15 of the estimated 100 protesters had 
been removed from the camps in an operation code 
named "Fulcrum." Some protesters were met with 
violence from the bailiffs. One man beaten with a 
truncheon said, "We got kicked out and they weren't 
gentle about it. They had massive truncheons and 
they were using them to get rid of us." 


Another protester, Phil, said he was down a tunnel 
when the bailiffs moved in. "I had been sleeping 
about five feet down the tunnel and I was woken up 
by the voices of the bailiffs," he said. "They were 


hammering on the door to the tunnel with a sledge- 
hammer and I locked-on to a pipe in the tunnel so 
they couldn't pull me out. They were shouting and 
swearing and said I would get really injured if I 
didn't come out. They said they had CS gas and they 
sprayed a sort of liquid down the tunnel, but it 
didn't sting so I didn't think it was CS gas." He 
added, "They broke the door open, and I was hit on 
the head and arms with a truncheon. I unlocked 
myself from the pipe and they pulled me out and 
handed me over to the police." (This is the dirty 
work done by "the guys in black," the ones who 
enter the tunnels first to asses the situation.) 

Three protesters were led off the site by police after 
professional climbers reached the top of a tree at the 
Zion camp. They hacked at branches to reach the 
protesters and removed the faded red and green flag 
that had been flying over the camp. Protesters in 
other camps shouted words of support for their 
deposed comrades. 

Graham Stringer, newly-elected Manchester 
Labour official and chairman of Manchester Air- 


port Authority, urged protesters to stop their dem- 
onstration, which he described as an attack on the 
local community. 

"I wish they would stop. They are not going to be 
successful in stopping the second runway," he told 
BBC Radio 4's Today program. "All they will do is cost 
the airport and the contractors more money. And, at 
the end of the day, that means less money for local 
services in education and care of the elderly because 
profits [and the pollution, don't forget] from the 
airport go into the local community." 

Three people from the nearby village of Mobberley 
turned up to the camp (and over 130 s6on after) to 
show support for the protesters. "We hope nobody 
gets hurt today," said Sheila Caveney, who had 
been bringing food to the protesters over the past 
few weeks. Nearly 100 police accompanied bailiffs 
onto the site, but their spokesman claimed they 
were there to prevent a breach of the peace by either 
side and were not taking part in the evictions 
themselves. Journalists and members of the public 
were kept about 100 metres back from the scene of 
the eviction behind a metal security fence. 

Before the evictions, the use of hydraulic plat- 
forms to remove tree-dwellers was ruled out because 
of the danger to protesters occupying the tunnels 
(it's a pity they didn't discuss the danger to protest- 
ers from truncheons and staves.) 

The evictions started two days before the cam- 
paigners went before a High Court judge to appeal 
a possession order for the land which was granted 
to the Manchester Airport and to the developers 
AMEC and Tarmac. The final legal obstacle to the 
evictions was removed when the protesters lost a 
last-ditch legal battle for a stay of eviction until the 
appeal is heard. The appeal is expected to centre on 
a dispute over legal ownership of small parcels of 
the land on the site. They are also seeking a judicial 
review of the then Environment Secretary John 
Gummer's go-ahead for the controversial project 
at the end of a long-running public inquiry. A date 
has been set for the appeal next month at the High 
Court in London. 

If the protesters are successfully evicted from 
Bollin Valley, there are other spots on the site of the 
project where they will set up camp. 



Living underground and stopping corporate agendas can be fun. 


Movemiento Revolucionario Tupac Amaru 


continued from page 3 

deaths of tens of 
thousands of 
men, women and 
children in apart- 
ments, buses and 
bomb shelters. 

After the as- 
sault, Fujimori 
stated that he was 
"very sorry for the 
loss of three hu- 
man lives, "mean- 
ing the two soldiers and one hostage who died (of a 
heart attack) in the assault. The MRTA lives he 
prematurely ended were, evidently, not human. 

Representatives of the various transnational corpo- 
rations extracting Peru's resources refuse to change 
their genocidal and ecocidal policies; instead they 
will now begin to "educate their employees about 
terrorism." Most of these companies fully supported 
the decision to use force: a representative of Mitsubishi 
said there was "no other way" to end the crisis — not 
a surprising comment from one whose vision sys- 
tematically precludes any form of social justice — and 
a representative of Mitsui Metal and Smelting said it 
was "very regrettable" that one hostage died. 

We need to change our tactics. What we are doing 
is not working. Those of us in the United States, 
those of us who are privileged (probably white, 
perhaps male, possibly rich or at least not so hungry 
as the children of Peru) must recognize that in a 
world of shrinking resources it is only a matter of 
time until the guns turn in our direction. Someone 
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once asked John Stockwell, an ex-CIA agent whose 
conscience forced him to speak out against the 
agency, why he had not yet been killed. He said, 
"Because they are winning." We who are relatively 
privileged need to ask ourselves what we are willing 
to give up, what amount of security are we willing 
to sacrifice to change the status quo. What will you 
do to shut down the machine? 

In those four months, 14 members of the MRTA 
held the attention of the world, and by themselves 
they held back, if only for a brief time, and if only in 
the so- very-tiny space of one house in one city in one 
country in South America, the grinding of 
the machine as it relentlessly destroys all life 
jt encounters. For that brief time, the world 
was shown an alternative of determined and 
fully human resistance, of people fighting 
the machine on their own terms. What if 
there were 14 more, or 14 more than that, or 
1400 more than that? What if we each 
individually began to organize, knowing 
full well the stakes and the potential conse- 
quences — both good and bad — of our ac- 
tions? What if we each in our organizations 
at long last said to those who run the coun- 
try, those who run the companies, those 
who run the machine, "You shall not pass. 

This is where I live, and this, if necessary, is 
where I shall die. I shall not go down eas- 
ily."? And what if we meant it? 

Waging a one-sided and defensive war. 
we are losing. If we learn nothing else froml 
the bravery and the deaths of the 14l 
Tupacamaristas, it is that we must take the) 






offensive, we must take the struggle — never for a 
moment losing sight of the values in which we 
believe — to their homes instead of ours. We must 
learn also that resistance is never futile, and that, 
armed or unarmed, we have no options as human 
beings but to struggle — as though our lives depend 
on it, which of course they do — to shut down the 
machine and to live the way we each know we can. 

Free All Political Prisoners! 

Free All Occupied Territories! 

Liberate All Laboratory Animals! 

We are all Tupac Amaru! 
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One of the Tupac Amaru executed by Peruvian commandoes 
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in Bear Parts 


Last month, an international coalition of wild- 
life organizations exposed South Korea's leading 
role in the illegal trade of bear parts. The groups, 
including the World Society for the Protection of 
Animals (WSPA), concluded that, "South Korea 
and Korean people abroad represent the bears' 
worst enemy after habitat loss." 

Undercover film recently taken by animal rights 
campaigners shows Korean-sponsored bear poach- 
ing and international gallbladder smuggling, as 
well as the killing of endangered bears for South 
Korean restaurant-goers. 

The bears are desired for bear paw soup, a highly 
prized delicacy in South Korea. Some individuals 
pay in excess of $1,000 for a bowl of bear paw soup. 
Anthony Marr of Bears, Elephants, Tigers, Rhinos 
(BETR) says, "South Koreans sometimes import black 
bears on the pretext of using them for zoo exhibits, 
then they have them killed in front of restaurant 
customers to prove authenticity and freshness. " 
There have been reports of live caged bears lowered 
onto hot coals to have their paws cooked. This 
procedure is supposed to be entertainment for the 
customer. It is believed that this illegal trade is 
pushing Asian bears towards extinction. 

WSPA, together with the Korean Federation for 
the Environment Movement (KFEM), Humane So- 
ciety of the US/Humane Society International and 
the Global Survival Network (GSN), is lobbying the 
US government to sanction South Korea over the 
illegal trade in bear parts. The organizations, with 
a total membership of over four million people 
worldwide, is considering an international boycott 
campaign of Korean goods if their current ap- 
proaches to Korean authorities are unsuccessful. 

While bear paws are considered a delicacy, bear 
gall bladders are prized for their medicinal effect. 
Kwon Heanyol, spokesperson for KFEM says, "This 


outdated practice is a slur on our national reputa- 
tion. It makes us look cruel and barbaric. Herbal, 
synthetic and Western alternatives exist for bear 
gallbladder. Why can't all Koreans use these in- 
stead of continuing to torture and slaughter bears?" 

The powdered bile taken from the bear galls has 
a whole range of uses, primarily for digestive heal- 
ing and intestinal illnesses, including parasites 
and bacterial infections. The powdered bile is used 
as an anti-spasmodic, a pain-killer, a tranquilizer, 
an anti-allergenic and a cough remedy. It is also 


considered to be a general purpose body tuning 
tonic. Bear bile is even said to restore a liver 
damaged from over-drinking. 

Unlike tiger bones and rhino horns, which have 
no real medicinal value, bear galls contain 


ursodeoxycolic acid. This acid was patented as a 
synthetic in Japan in the 1930s. Today, 150 tons 
are used annually worldwide. 

There are seven species of bears in the world, 
excluding the panda and koala, which are not 
considered true bears. Three of these bear species 
are endangered, particularly the Asiatic black bear, 
which used to be the main source of galls. The 
Asiatic black bear is now almost completely wiped 
out in China and Korea. 

To meet the demand from Korea and other Asian 
countries, poachers have been 
taking bears from Russia and 
North America. Marr says poach- 
ing is "huge" in North America. 
Poachers have been caught in 
British Columbia recently, but 
provincial laws have no teeth, as 
the indigenous bears are not yet 
listed as endangered. Marr says, 
| "Someone recently caught with 
s 90 galls, which would easily sell 
| for $250,000 thousand in Korea, 
5 was fined $3,500 bucks, not even 
| the price of one gall in Korea. For 
| every batch of poached bear parts 
| discovered by law enforcement 
I officers, 49 get away. Customs 
■s, officials estimate they can check 
| only two to three percent of what 
“ goes out of Canada." 

It is estimated that between 
20,000 and 40,000 bears are 
poached in Canada yearly. Legal trophy hunting 
kills 22,000 more. For more information, contact 
WSPA's London Headquarters at 2 Langley Lane, 
London SW8 1TJ, UK; 011-44- 171-793-0540; fax 
001-44-171-793-0208; e-mail wspa@wspa.org.uk. 



These black bears were killed for their body parts. 


Direct Action Tunneling 


continued from page 7 

pipes along the floor, where they are 
most likely to survive a collapse. Fragile 
pipes should be boxed in along the 
floor for extra strength. On the surface, 
mark all air pipes with notices and 
brightly coloured tape, (e.g. cordon 
tape). Also let the authorities know 
where they are during eviction via a 
liaison person or legal observer. 

One last point on tunnel construc- 
tion, before digging find out where the 
water table is — unless you want all your 
hard work ruined by flooding. This 
doesn't mean you can't dig below the 
water table, but it helps if you know 
you have to tackle that particular prob- 
lem beforehand. 

Secrecy 

While digging a tunnel system, try to 
limit the amount of people who see 
what you are doing. Also, when fin- 
ished, only show trusted campaigners 
the system, not every newcomer on 
site. We limited tunnel visitors to the 
people living there and close 
friends — certainly no journalists! It 
worked; the forces of darkness didn't 
have a clue what we had even six 
days into the eviction! 

Day to Day Living 

Keep your living area clean and your 
food in metal boxes, unless you want 
to share your home with rats. Lock the 
front door at night just in case eviction 
hits at daft o'clock. 

Use a car battery powering one or 
two fairy lights (car dashboard lights 
work well) for lighting. I won't say 
don't use candles because I know you 


will. With candles, remember the 
risk of fire and that they burn off 
your oxygen. We had a fire caused by 
a candle down Big Mama, and it 
wasn't funny. 

One lesson learned the hard way was 
that you need at least twice the amount 
of empty piss bottles as full water 
bottles. Our plan was to have one or 
two empty bottles for pissing in, then 
use water bottles as they were drunk. 
But food also contains water, and you 
piss over twice the amount you drink. 

One more point about pissing. Don't 
buy five-litre bottles of water; buy 
one-litre bottles. You may find you 
get to the point where you need to 
drink four litres of water to empty a 
container to piss in. 

Shitting is easy; by day three you 
should be a good shot into a carrier 
bag! (Check for holes first.) Have a large 
stash of bags and bog role ready. Used 
bags may be buried at the end of your 
living space. It's a good idea to have a 
bag or box of ash to sprinkle on top of 
your feces to help lessen smells. 

The Eviction 

A tunnel is built to be used. Make 
sure most of the tunnel residents are 
around 24 hours a day. This may seem 
a tall order, but it can be done. Have 
"reserves" for each defensive position 
who know the tunnel and can occupy 
it if the resident is away at eviction 
time. Don't all go to the pub at the 
same time. Big brother is watching. If 
you leave the site for a few days, inform 
your reserve and let them move in 
(don't be a tunnel fascist). 

To avoid confusion, make sure 
everyone concerned knows when 


you are off site, and let them know 
when you are back. 

Remember that most tunnel actions 
(Newbury, Whitecroft, Solsbury, etc.,) 
failed because they were unoccupied 
during the eviction. There will always 
be people absent at the time. Eviction 
will be very quick initially — the camp 
will be quiet one moment and the next 
you've got 150+ cops around the fire 
pit. It will be a race to get into the 
tunnel before they do. 

In England, the "nice men in black" 
secure the tunnel during the eviction. 
Who are the men in black? It is known 
that they are not cavers, pot-holers, 
mine rescue or cave rescue. They say 
they are not military. When you lock- 
on, they will shore up to and around 
you and then call in the bailiffs. Treat 
these people with respect, and they 
will respect you in return. Beware 
though, they are professional and 
include trained talkers who will try 
and talk you out. You won't believe 
how good they are. 

The Bailiffs 

We all know these bastards. They 
will use any means necessary to get 
you out. Pressure-pointing is a com- 
mon tactic, and at Trollheim other 
torture techniques were used. Come 
out when you feel you have had 
enough — no point being a hero. Some 
bailiffs are decent, but it is best to be 
mentally prepared. 

Heat Detecting Devices 

These will be used before eviction 
from helicopters and enable the po- 
lice to count people on the ground. 
They don't work underground, but 
they can tell if a tunnel is occupied by 
the heat signature from the air pipes 
and entrances. 


Ground Probing Radar 

This will be used to find tunnels 
after they have stormed the camp 
and set up a cordon. Basically, other 
than finding tunnels, it is a pile of 
junk. They used it at least twice on 
Big Mama, and they had no idea what 
we had underground! It costs a lot of 
money, though! 

Intimidation 

Part of Big Mama was deliberately 
collapsed by the "men in black." This 
information was then released to the 
press, putting pressure on our family 
and friends to talk us out. My family 
was bombarded by phone calls from 
the police wanting personal informa- 
tion on tunnelers for the purpose of 
talking us out. When this failed, they 
bugged my parent's phone. When 
this failed, two men visited my par- 
ents claiming to be a social security 
fraud squad. I don't sign on. They 
didn't ask about benefits; they just 
wanted personal information. 

Bugs and hidden cameras will be 
placed in tunnels. 

Remember, this is nonviolent direct 
action. Do not use any violence. Do not 
include in your plans anything that is 
harmful to your evictors. Handcuff- 
ing bailiffs to the shoring will give a 
higher sentence — that one is up to 
you. Be safe tunnelers. Resist to exist. 

For more information contact the 
Department of Trollheim, c/o PP3 Com- 
munications, Glineirw, Blienporth 
Cardigan, Dyfed SA43 2HP, Wales, 
UK; 011-44-370-878920; email: 
rachel@darkstar.zynet.co.uk. 

Disclaimer: This document was 
written for informational purposes 
and must not be used practically in 
anyway whatsoever. Don't try this at 
home kids! 
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Exxon, Go Mine in Hell! 



The Mole Lake Tribal Center, site of the month-long mining stand-off 


injuries. A small band of Ackley 
supporters then began a counter- 
occupation of the Bingo Hall, a 
building adjoining the Tribal Cen- 
ter. 


by Ben Manski, Midwest Headwaters EF! 

"We need help from our allies. It's no joke; it's one 
big conspiracy by Exxon, Rio Algom and Broken 
Hill Proprietaries (BHP) international mining cor- 
porations," said Robert Van Zile, Pipe Keeper of the 
Sokaogon Chippewa Band, one week into a month- 
long occupation of the Mole Lake Tribal Center. 
The occupation, which began on May Day, ended 
peacefully on May 28 when the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) publicly entered the fray. The 
FBI involvement comes in the form of a criminal 
investigation of charges made by dissident tribal 
members that community funds were misused and 
amidst a wider call for investigations into the in- 
volvement of giant mining corporations in corrupt- 
ing various levels of government in Wisconsin. 

The Mole Lake Sokaogon Defense Committee, as 
the dissidents call themselves, began its occupa- 
tion on May 1, 1997 and released a statement 
calling for: 1) the removal of Arlyn Ackley, Sr., 
Mole Lake tribal chairman, 2) an audit of tribal and 
casino funds, 3) removal of tribal staff, 4) recogni- 
tion of the civil rights of tribal members, 5) clari- 
fication on repeated parole violations by Ackley 
and 6) an investigation into the collusion between 
Exxon, Wisconsin Governor Tommy Thompson, 
his attorneys and the law firm representing the 
Mole Lake tribal council. 

Early on community members reported strong 
support from other Mole Lake members and elders. 
On the weekend of May 5-7, groups from the Red 
Cliff Band of Chippewa Indians, Bad River Band of 
Lake Superior Chippewa, Lac Courte Oreilles 
Chippewa Tribe and members of the Michigan 
Keweenaw Bay Chippewa community traveled to 
Mole Lake to share prayers and support with the 
concerned tribal members barricading the build- 
ing. These groups maintained solidarity with the 
Sokaogon Defense Committee's takeover of the 
Tribal Center. A solid presence remained strong for 
most of May. 

On May 24, at 1:20 a.m., the occupation of the 
Tribal Center at Mole Lake was attacked by a small 
group of drunk supporters of the tribal chair, as well 
as four goons employed by WISCO corporation, a 
private security firm hired by Ackley. In the attack, 
a front-end loader was used to clear away a car 
blocking an entrance to the building. The attackers 
beat dissident tribal member Bill Koenen with night- 
sticks and clubs; Koenen was hospitalized for his 


News of the attack on the dissi- 
dents soon reached those gathered 
at the Big Woods Earth First! Re- 
gional Rendezvous in Minnesota, 

400 miles away. Seventeen Earth 
Firstlers and other activists left the 
Rendezvous and traveled to Mole 
Lake immediately. Activists set up a 
24-hour security detail in an effort 
to prevent further violence from taking place. The 
Forest County Sheriff's Department also began an 
almost constant presence outside the two occupied 
buildings. Over the course of the next several days, 
tensions were high as Sokaogon Defense Committee 
members sought to ensure that tribal documents 
were not destroyed or removed from the area. 

In recent years, Exxon, Rio Algom and BHP have 
teamed up for a corporate war against all citizen 
opposition to their plans to mine mineral deposits 
around Mole Lake, including the proposed Crandon 
Mine. Exxon Minerals and Rio Algom, through 
their partnership subsidiary, Crandon Mining Com- 
pany, have waged a multi-million-dollar public 
relations and lobbying campaigns to get state and 
federal approval for the mine. 

The proposed Crandon Mine would be a hard 
rock sulfide mine next to the Mole Lake Chippewa 
reservation in northeastern Wisconsin at the head- 
waters of the Wolf River. The mine would result in 
44-million tons of toxic mine waste and would dry 
up the area, thereby destroying wetlands, wild rice 
beds and fishing areas. "The Crandon Mine mineral 
deposit extends underneath our sacred Rice Lake, 
our spiritual center and heart of the Anishinabe 
people and the source of life-giving Manomin, our 
wild rice," said Van Zile. The area is rich in copper, 
zinc and silver deposits. 

Tribal members are worried about shady deals 
between Ackely, tribal environmental engineer John 
Griffin and perhaps others. In 1982, the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs announced the discovery of copper, 
zinc and silver deposits on the Mole Lake reservation 
worth more than $ 1 billion. In 1 986 Ackley proposed 
that Mole Lake develop its own copper and silver 
mine. Even though Ackley has made public state- 
ments in recent years in opposition to the Crandon 


Mine, community members say they have lost confi- 
dence in the credibility of their chairman. 

Recently, the tribal environmental engineer al- 
lowed federal and state agencies to collect some 
sensitive environmental data from the reserva- 
tion. "When we asked who gave permission for 
these agencies to take data, we were told that 
Ackley gave permission. This was against council 
policy. Up to this time, Exxon had continually 
been requesting and had been denied access to our 
tribal lands. Now Exxon is having the US Environ- 
mental Protection Agency, the US Army Corps of 
Engineers and the Wisconsin State Department of 
Natural Resources collect the data for them, " tribal 
member Bill Koenen stated. Because of this, the 
month long occupation ensued. 

On Tuesday, May 27, close to one month into the 
takeover, the State of Wisconsin Gaming Commis- 
sion shut down the Regency Royale Casino adjoin- 
ing the Tribal Center, citing the May 24 violence. 
On Wednesday, May 28, the FBI and State Division 
of Criminal Investigation moved onto the scene 
and seized tribal files. Having ensured the safety of 
the incriminating tribal records, the dissidents left 
the building. 

Facing Exxon to the east and Broken Hill Propri- 
etaries to the west, the Sokaogon Chippewa com- 
munity at Mole Lake is facing a combined corpo- 
rate attack of immense proportions. Anti-mining 
activists throughout the Great Lakes continue to 
support the community in its strong anti-mining 
stance. It's clear that such support is needed. 
Throughout the rest of the summer, Earth First! will 
organize direct action to halt the proposed Exxon/ 
Rio Algom mine. 

Contact Midwest Headwaters EF! at 731 State St, 
Madison, WI 53711; (608) 255-8765 or 250-8378. 


Wolves & Poodles 


• Ex-Black Panther, Geronimo Pratt, is free to return to his pack after being 
wrongly jailed for 27 years on murder charges. The police used Geronimo's 
incarceration as a way to undermine the Black Panther movement of the '60s. 
Judge Dickey overturned the conviction last month, ruling that prosecutors 
failed to inform the defense that the key witness against Pratt was a paid 
informant for the FBI. 

• A meeting of the wolf pack howling in unison for the Alliance for 
Democracy and campus activists who convinced the University of Wiscon- 
sin to relinquish its Texaco stock. UW Regents publicly conceded that 

Texaco's practices are "repugnant." Texaco has paid millions to the 
oppressive Burmese military junta, known as the State Law and 
Order Restoration Council, in order to exploit the Yetagun 
gas field. To transport the gas to Thailand, Texaco has 
joined Unocal and Total in punching a mas- 
sive pipeline through the pristine Tenasserim 
rainforest, home to rare species of tigers, 
elephants and rhinos. 

• A loud howl in recognition of the spirit 
of the wolf for burning down the head- 
quarters of the Peabody Western Coal Com- 
pany in Flagstaff, Arizona on April 10, 1997. 
The company suffered $4 million in dam- 
ages; no injures were reported. Authorities 
have found no evidence of arson. Peabody 
Western Coal Company has played a central 
role in the forced relocation of the Dineh (Na- 
vajo) from their sacred ancestral homelands in 
order to mine and transport coal, guzzling up and polluting 
the local water supply. 



• Eugene, Oregon Mayor Jim Torrey deserves a fluffy, perfumed poodle 
complete with pink bow ties and painted nails for eating popcorn and watching 
the Eugene Police Department torture protesters in a recent urban tree sit. He also 
deserves a bite from a rabid poodle for his comment that he does not believe in 
civil disobedience, the very practice that the United States was founded on. 

• A poodle meat burrito to Taco Time for its partnership with Boise Cascade. 
Taco Time has been making paper place mats for kids containing a crossword 
puzzle with two categories of forests, including "managed forests" and 
"unmanaged forest." The characteristics of unmanaged forests are listed as dead 
timber, sick trees, wildfires, insects and crowding. The managed forest lists 
logging, baby trees and forester as characteristics. 

• Working Assets Long Distance (WALD) gets a poodle with a severe 
gastrointestinal disorder for its successful green-washing marketing technique. 
Although, WALD claims to be a socially responsible alternative 
phone company, the parent company of WALD has been buying up 
electricity for its New Hampshire customers from New England 
Power, a nuclear power giant. Working Assets tacks on 
an integrity premium based on its marketing as an 
"alternative and progressive company" and claims 
to be selling its customers alternative energy. 

• The World Wildlife Fund (WWF) wins a white 
poodle with a patch of fresh dung attached to its hind 
leg for nominating Shell Oil for the British Columbia 
Minister's Environmental Award for 1997. WWF 
made the nomination because Shell gave up its 
marine exploration rights on the Queen Charlotte 
Islands in BC. Although Shell's decision is a positive move, 19 Ogoni activists 
were being tortured and facing execution in Nigeria for protesting against Shell 
as WWF filed in the forms for the nomination. 
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T he story of public lands in the United 
States is both inspirational and tragic. It is 
an inspirational story in the sense that we have 

managed to create an American commons, a place whose wildlands serve as both a 
haven for wildlife and as a spiritual refuge from civilization. Indeed, some of the most 
magnificent biological and geological wonders of the world reside on our public 4; 
lands: the Grand Canyon, the last wild herds of bison, Yosemite, the 
hardwood forests of the East, the majestic conifers of the West. 

Yet the story is tragic because these lands have been — and 
continue to be — controlled by a powerful, highly elite cabal of 
the ranching, mining and timber industries. The ideological 
impulse driving the management of this commons is to 
see the land as an instrument of economic utility, rather 
than as an ecological community. For over a hundred 
years. Congress has provided economic subsidies 
to promote Westward expansion and to foster 
resource exploitation on our public land. The 
result is a tattered landscape, where only a few 
places remain that have not been strip-mined, 
logged, overgrazed, depleted of topsoil or filled 
with toxins. 

The US Forest Service and the Bureau of 
Land Management, the two agencies that 
manage most of the over 700 million acres of 
federally owned land, have become captives 
of the interests they are supposed to regulate. 

Despite laws such as the Endangered Species 
Act and the National Environmental Policy Act 
that are designed to protect the environment, 
these agencies have uniformly maintained their ~ 
allegiance to the timber, mining and grazing indus- 
tries. Examples abound of flagrant violations of the law 
by the Forest Service and the BLM; for instance. Judge 
William Dwyer in 1991 called the Forest Service’s refusal to 
follow forestry laws “deliberate and systematic.” Similarly, an 
investigation of the BLM forestry program by the group Public Em- 
ployees for Environmental Responsibility found that the agency “routinely 
violates federal laws and its own internal procedures.” 

Our natural heritage is being abused. Once there were 40 million bison, five billion 
prairie dogs and flocks of passenger pigeons that clouded the sky for days. Today, less 
than two percent of the lower 48 is in a condition of wilderness; our national forests are 


scarred with clearcuts and roads, cattle have trampled our rangelands to dust, and 
enormous open pit mines poison our waterways. 

To add insult to injury, the taxpayer funds this destruction: The total subsidy for grazing, 
mining and timber amounts to billions of dollars a year. It is the taxpayer that pays for 
building roads in our national forests; the taxpayer funds “range improvements”; it is the 
taxpayer that sees no return on land sold to mining corporations for five dollars an acre. 
The United States doesn’t need the trees, beef and minerals being taken from public 
lands. National forest wood production amounted to only four percent of the total 
US consumption in 1996. Western public lands ranching contributed a 
paltry three percent of total US beef production. Eighty-five 
percent of the gold mined in the US went to make jewelry. 
The movement to end commercial resource extrac- 
tion on public land is composed of a diverse alliance 
of environmental activists, concerned citizens and 
government employees from across the US. 
Some groups focus mainly on logging, some 
^ on grazing or mining. Some groups seek to 
prohibit the removal of any property from 
public lands for profit. 

The time has come to end commercial 
resource extraction on our public lands! No 
other alternative is scientifically, ethically 
or economically justified. We must protect 
what’s left of our natural heritage, our 
American commons. The back page of this 
primer contains a list of groups working 
toward this end. Contact one for more infor- 
mation or to get involved. 


‘7 see in the near future a crisis 
approaching that unnerves me 
and causes me to tremble for the 
safely of my country... corporations 
have been enthroned and an era of 
corruption in high places will follow, and 
the money power of the country will endeavor to 
^ prolong its reign by working upon the prejudices of the 
people until all wealth is aggregated in a few hands and the 
Republic is destroyed. ” 

—US President Abraham Lincoln, Nov. 21, 1864 
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Off Our Public Land 


b®* There are over 
500,000 MILES OF ROADS 
ON WESTERN PUBLIC 

lands. Through the 
BLM and theUS Forest 
Service, we spend $12- 

1 3 MILLION ANNUALLY ON 
RANCHING ROAD 

MAINTENANCE AND 
CONSTRUCTION ALONE. 


Forty percent of the West is 

GRAZED AND DEGRADED FOR ONLY 
THREE PERCENT OFTHE BEEF CONSUMED 
IN THIS COUNTRY. 


F or nearly a century, US 
taxpayers have subsidized 
a small group of ranchers in 
17 western states by charging 
considerably less than market rates 

to graze on lands managed by the US Forest Service and the 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM). Yet grazing these lands 
has arguably done more ecological harm in the arid West than 
any other land-use practice. 

Estimated annual losses to taxpayers from direct costs of 
grazing management to federal agencies (some $500 million 
annually) range from $20 million each year, according to the 
Congressional Budget Office, to $150 million as estimated 
by the Committee on Government Operations 
Counting indirect costs, for instance wildlife eradication 
programs (ADC), water projects (Bureau of Reclamation) 
and the estimated 70 percent of the Department of 
Agriculture ’ s budget spent on cattle programs, taxpayers lose 
approximately $1 billion annually to subsidize only 30,000 
public lands ranchers. 

The 1997 monthly fee charged by the federal government 
to graze one cow is $1.35, while private lease rates average 
well over $10 per month. And though private land fees have 
increased with inflation, federal grazing fees have actually 
been lowered by nearly half over the last decade. 

Among the recipients of this largesse are four billionaires; 
large corporations such as Metropolitan Life Insurance, Hilton 
Hotels, Anheuser-Busch, the Union and Getty Oil Compa- 
nies; and other wealthy individuals and companies, many of 
whom use their leases as tax write-offs. According to the US 
General Accounting Office, just two percent of grazing 
permit holders control roughly half the BLM’s total grazing 
acreage. This subsidy, while expensive and ecologically 
devastating, provides little support to the livestock industry 
as a whole. Only three percent of beef producers and five 
percent of sheep producers in the 48 contiguous states hold 
federal grazing permits. 

Public lands grazing in the US leads all other factors in the 
destruction of nativ* habitat and species loss; 25 percent of 
all plant and 14 percent of all animal Endangered Species 
Act listings resulted from grazing. Western rangeland is dry 
and overgrazing can result in serious or irreparable damage 
to the land. Below market fees encourage overgrazing on 
marginal lands and lead to soil erosion, watershed destruc- 
tion, and loss of native grasses and other vegetation needed 
as food for native wildlife. 


Livestock grazing has 


transformed lands once 


covered with lush fields of 


native bunchgrasses and 


verdant wet meadows into 


sagebrush deserts choked 


with exotic grasses. 


Rampant livestock tram 
pling, compaction 
chiseling of riparian 


streambanks has led to the 


siltation of many rivers uvestock trampling in a designated* 
bearing native trout and 

salmon. Overgrazing has severely degraded or destroyed 80- 
90 percent of all the riparian areas in the West, jeopardizing 
critical spawning and rearing habitat for native fish species. 

More wildlife is deliberately eradicated because of grazing 
than for any other public use. Extermination of predator and 
“pest” species is paid for by taxpayers through the Animal 
Damage Control (ADC) program. ADC hunters and trappers 
poison, trap and shoot nearly five million animals a year, 
targeting birds, coyotes, prairie dogs, mountain lions, bears 
and other species. Incredibly, the cost of ADC is higher than 
the cost of damage allegedly caused by its animal victims. Its 
budget for 1988, for example, totaled $24.7 million, yet 
confirmed losses of crops and livestock to wildlife tallied 
only $6.8 million. 

Fire suppression is subsidized on the federal, state and 
county level to protect rangeland for livestock grazing. Ab- 
sence of fire in habitats dependent on regular grass fires 
negatively alters the mix of vegetation. Sometimes fires are 
set to bum off native plants and to encourage non-native 
vegetation palatable to livestock. In addition, heavy grazing 
combined with fire suppression can increase the risk of too 
large, damaging forest fires. Cattle deplete grasses but leave 
excessively dense thickets of shade-tolerant tree species 
beneath the larger trees — “ladder fuels.” These allow fire into 
the canopy, killing the entire stand. 


isr There are approxi- 
mately 600,000 MILES OF 

FENCES ON WESTERN PUBLIC 

lands. Fences halt or 

IN HIB U WILDLIFE MIGRATION 

a andhumanaccess.Thou- 

SANDS OF MAMMALS AND 

BIRDS DIE ENTANGLED IN 
Livestock trampling in a designated Research Natural Area, Oregon BARBED WIRE ANNUALLY 


Livestock consume 1 6.4 billion pounds 

OF VEGETATION ON WESTERN PUBLIC LANDS 
EVERY YEAR. 


kst Livestock have desertified well over 
100 MILLION ACRES OF GRASSLAND, SEMI- 
GRASSLAND, FOREST AND BRUSHLAND A 

FIFTH OF WESTERN LAND. 

Nationwide polls show that 75 per- 
cent of all Americans support ending all 
commercial resource extraction on pub- 
lic lands. 

•sf Stockmen use 70 percent ofthe Ameri- 
can West for raising livestock. 


Zero Grazing: GetL 
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ISSUED A REPORT WHICH PREDICTS THAT 
BY 2000, RECREATION, HUNTING AND 
FISHING ON NATIONAL FORESTS WILL CON- 
TRIBUTE OVER 30 TIMES MORE TO THE 
NATIONAL ECONOMY THAN THE NATIONAL 
FOREST LOGGING PROGRAM. 


Zero Gut: Ending Logging on Public Lands 


r | loday less than five percent 
I of our original native and 
JL. ancient forests remain — 

most on America’s public lands. These forests contain most 
of this nation’s remaining high-quality wildlife habitat. 
America’s public forests are our wild heritage, supporting 
miraculously complex ecosystems that provide incalculably 
large benefits. 

America’s public forests are governed by an unholy 
trinity of the timber industry. Congress and the two agencies 
that manage this land, the Forest Service and the Bureau of 
Land Management. In exchange for nearly unfettered ac- 
cess to public land, the timber industry buys the favors of 
politicians. These representatives provide legislation such 
as the infamous “Salvage Rider” that void environmental 
law and mandate insanely high cutting levels. They also 
allocate huge budgets to the agencies’ timber programs. The 
agencies, guided by a perverse set of economic incentives 
that rewards them for cutting the forest down, execute 
timber sales and planning with amazing efficiency while 
basic research and wildlife needs languish. 

Despite the existence of numerous laws designed to 
protect our lands from excessive exploitation, the Forest 
Service and BLM use every opportunity to evade legal 
restrictions to logging off public lands. We cannot trust 


these agencies to protect our forests. The Zero Cut campaign 
is calling on Congress to end the commercial logging of our 
remaining ancient forests, and begin rehabilitating millions 
of acres of cutover lands, providing thousands of jobs for 
displaced workers at no additional cost to taxpayers. 

Established as the Forest Reserve System in 1891 to 
protect the land from commercial logging, today there are 
192 million acres of national forests. The BLM adminsters 
an additional 50 million acres of forest land. Most of these 
lands are high, steep and rocky — uneconomical to cut but 
vital to wildlife. The vast majority of productive, low- 
elevation forests belong to private landowners and timber 
companies. 

Ending public lands logging will encourage sustainable 
forestry practices. 72 percent of all US forestlands are 
privately owned. Zero Cut will increase the value of private 
lands timber by eliminating the glut of subsidized timber ($3 
billion below market value) that induces landowners to 
overcut their lands as they struggle to compete. 

The federal timber program is a financial boondoggle. In 
fiscal year 1996, the Federal Government spent nearly $1.3 
billion to log the national forests, yet of revenue generated 
from timber sales (only $535 million), not a dime was 
returned to taxpayers — it all went back into timber. From 
1980 to 1991, the US Forest Service timber program oper- 
ated at a net loss of $7.3 billion. 

The timber industry often blames environmental restric- 
tions for below cost timber sales, but all environmental 


analysis, documentation, appeals and lawsuits cost only around 
$70 million in 1 996 — less than 5% of the total cost of the logging 
program. The losses really come from the Forest Service timber 
sale preparation costs and subsidized logging road construction. 

The largest costs of the timber program go unmeasured. 
Forests purify the water, moderate the climate, control erosion 
and purify the air. They also provide homes for diverse lifeforms 
and a spiritual sanctuary for civilization’s ills; the loss of which 
the Forest Service has yet to quantify. 

The Forest Service is the largest road-building agency in the 
United States. More than 360,000 miles of roads have been built 
on national forest lands — eight times the length of the Interstate 
Highway System. Thousands of miles of roads are built and 
rebuilt each year. These roads exact a terrible ecological toll on 
out forest ecosystems. Roads are the number one cause of 
erosion in the National Forest system. They pollute streams, 
destroy fisheries, and desiccate meadows. High road densities 
are closely correlated with low predator and ungulate popula- 
tions. If we cut all funding for construction of new forest roads, 
we could save $99 million annually. 

We don’t need the wood from public lands. Three times more 
wood is dumped into landfills than is cut from public lands. 
Nearly half the wood cut in the Pacific Northwest is exported 
overseas as raw or minimally processed logs. Half of the wood 
fiber used in this country is for paper production, for which 
alternative fibers exist. Modest gains in efficiency and recy- 
cling would more than make up for any losses incurred from 
ending public lands logging. 











CUTTING WORDS AGAINST TRCCS 


a by Barb Ariel and Liam Kellen 

From my seat at Fefnedd, a city that is strong 
I watched the trees and green things hastening along 
Retreating from happiness. They would fain be set 
In forms of the chief letters of the alphabet. 

— from Cad Goddeu: The Battle of the Trees 
Welsh epic, ca. 400 BC 

Language in Forest Ecology 

The tree of language and the real trees — you won't 
find them listed on any family trees together. 

Trees are objects claimed by hard science, rooted 
down, immobile, very physical and material — 
and only in a secondary, functional sense are 
trees acknowledged as part of a complex system- 
atics or ecology. 

Language is different, studied not in hard sci- 
ence but in liberal arts or "human sciences." 
Language is supremely mobile, an always jug- 
gling emissary of words that are said not to de- 
pend on any particular media or material format. 
Only in a secondary sense is language acknowl- 
edged to be a physical thing — a book made out of 
wood pulp, for example. 

But for all this academic distance claimed to 
separate them, we think that language and trees 
interact directly, and that the trees always come up 
short. While language proliferates in every nook 
and cranny of the planet (reproduces whether or 
not people read or listen to it very much, like the ad- 
supplements stuffed ever thicker into the Sunday 
newspaper) at the same time the trees fall and the 
forests disappear. 

Of course trees have long been appreciated by 
some as more than board feet and fodder for poetry. 
And the deforestation process has long been sus- 
pected of being more complicated than the debate 
or political caricature shown at the surface. "The 
outstanding scientific discovery of the 20th century 
is not television, or radio, but rather the complexity 
of the land organism," notes Aldo Leopold. But 
even with such a claim for vast complexity in 
natural ecology, humans don't reckon language as 
a direct part of that ecology. And that's because 
humans overrate the amount of oversight their 
intentions have on language, overrate the impact of 
their dances of reason and self-serving policy de- 
bates in controlling the saws. Using a vain assump- 
tion, they instead count language on the human 
side of the human-and-nature cleft, like the good 
dog in Indian legend that jumps the chasm at the 
creation of the world, jumps away from nature and 
leaves the wolf pack in order to join humans and 
travel the human road. 

But language is not the trained dog. Language is 
always the untamed wolf. And language, in late 
commodity culture, has an insatiable appetite, which 
brings us back to our thesis that language is the 
predator against trees, that linguistic terms do in 
more trees than ligneous termites. And not just 
"bad" metaphoric language or wordy writing eats 
up lots of newsprint — even "good" language con- 
sumes trees. Discursive, clear-thinking, plain lan- 
guage saws trees, like it saws linear, dimensional 
meaning out of the heuristic dark woods of polysemia 
and pluravocality. Forests are at risk from language 
on its highest plain, language on its own turf purged 
as much as you like from corrupting "metaphor," 
language policed by Reason and trained in the boot 
camp of pure denotation, ratiocination and mathesis. 


Refined "logical" language — this language has evolved 
as an anti-arboreal predator. 

What language we talkin' about? This one. Our 
common American language, the tongue of George 
Weyerhaeuser andjames Watt... but also H.L. Mencken, 
Mark Twain and Edward Abbey, proper English relax- 
ing at home in what Jameson calls the realist floor 
plan. Not just words incanted monotone by bean- 
pushers in the Forest Service bureaucracy. Not just 
curses shouted by loggers with chainsaws. 

The Words in the Woods 

The forest's death is so imbedded in the common 
language that not only "cut down" but even the term 
"wooden" evokes death, reification and the corpse. 
Trees are not wooden. Observe the wood's suppleness, 
musical resonance, expansive growth and quick trans- 
formation into humus or ash in a forest. Both standing 
and reclining, living wood is home to symbionts and 
parasites, to molds, ants and beetles. 

S et a sign posted on a tree warns of cutting. 
Warnings languish in archives, newspa- 
pers, televised narratives and in official 
forest policy. A system of living expressions, a ma- 
ture, sophisticated, terminological predator of for- 
estlands, is at work. Predatory terms work unre- 
stricted, unwilled, yet influence reasoning on forest 
policy — terms that today contend within a lan- 
guage/ecology corresponding to forest/deforesta- 
tion — primordial millennium groves, prime old- 
growth stumpage. 

"A mobile army of metaphors" against the forest 
arrived with the Mayflower, ready to go to work, 
prefiguring the forest as an impediment to forward 
westward progress (see Margarete Mckenna's The 
Death of Nature). The task at hand was the beating 
back of wilderness, the clearing of the land. The 
Columbia and Oregon Timberman, as late as Novem- 
ber 1900, argued, "So long as timber lasts woods- 
men and farmers have work cutting it down, and 
the revenues derived from the sale continue to flow 
into the country. After the wood is gone there will 
remain something else for the people to do — emi- 
grate." How did the forest become a tool to be used, 
eliminated and hacked down? 

History narrates deforestation, explains and laments 
it. Plato wrote: "...not long ago there were still remain- 
ing roofs cut from the trees growing there, which were 
of a size sufficient to cover the largest houses; and 
there were many other high trees, bearing fruit and 
abundance.... [after deforestation] there are remaining 
in small islets only the bones of the wasted body, as 
they may be called; all the richer and softer parts of the 
soil having fallen away and the mere skeleton of the 
country being left." 

Deforestation continued as Romans and Anglo- 
Saxons became skilled at incursions and clearing 
forest for roads and agriculture. England postponed 
forest elimination when, in AD 1066, the Norman 
Conquest introduced "royal forests," which preserved 
trees at the expense of ordinary people. The royal 
forest, governed by the "foreste lawe," preserved 
animals inhabiting forest land for the king's plea- 
sure, not for the trees' sake per se. Enforcers of foreste 
lawe tortured poachers. In consequence, commoners 
hated forests — a hatred that enhanced long-held fear 
of wolves and bandits harbored there. Forests, never- 
theless, were visited, consumed for smelting ore and 
cut for ships, buildings and bonfires until the last tree 
fell. Then the gaze turned to North America's "inex- 
haustible" forests. So many of these inexhaustible 
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trees were cut by 1 700 that "...it was necessary to go 
twenty miles into the woods on the Piscataqua [off 
Chesapeake Bay] for a good mast." Still, the solution 
to England's wood shortage lay in North America's 
inexhaustible forests. 

The westward march continues 300 years later. The 
last original stands of the Pacific Northwest go to the 
auction block. The multinationals already turn to 
Malaysia and Siberia. 

In opposition to the multinational agenda, and 
deferent to the Bible's advice to "know thy enemy," 
we turn to language. 

® ut why get worked up over language at large 
with a sweeping broadside attack, rather than 
tackle specific ways of talking about forest 
policy? And why English, which has been accepted in 
diverse nations, which has become even hegemonic, 
the imperial language of world commerce, the English 
Ivy creeping over delicate, soon-to-be extinct native 
plant type languages from Havasupai to Madagascar 
and the "climax" word-forest which has become what 
Greek was to Europe before Constantine? "The En- 
glish of today, the language on which, " Charles Morris 
claims, "evolution has produced its fullest effect." 

It's possible that the reader doesn't share the cultural 
chauvinism expressed by 19th century naturalists, 
and yet would still prefer to focus the battle within 
language, the battle between pro-forest and anti-forest 
discourses. Aren't the humans in charge of every 
human tool, and isn't language a private tool, used by 
individuals as they wish, or controlled by the human 
race collectively, maybe not always used accurately, 
but still isn't private thought behind everything said 
or written? Isn't human reason directing forest poli- 
cies? More specifically, isn't it unreasonable human 
decisions which cause deforestation? 

EF! generally doesn't go out and monkeywrench 


Inscription rock pictograph found on Monhagan Island , Maine, confirming that the first settlers in 1657, as they cut down and cleared the trees, found runic-like characters. 
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logic or syntax. In an organization of activists, in the 
heat of actions, language just happens. If and when 
there is time for armchair theory, language is present 
but not on the table, since language as a system is 
diffuse, the sea in which competing ideas like fishes 
compete. Forest defenders, assert the proponents of 
representational language (who don't even know they 
are the proponents), should just use language well, 
master the traditional arts (male arts, it maybe granted) 
of logic and rhetoric to better sway human adversaries. 

Ideas put forth "rationally," the prescribed building 
blocks of language, can, of course, be offered in 
support of forests: examples include the advantage of 
preserving habitat or the true cost of logging roads. 
One can write motions to question the contractual or 
juridical authority to cut specific forests. 

Modem language is in such cases used against its 
own tendency, with difficulty, just as wood can be 
split against the grain. Our immediate aim is to chal- 
lenge the unexamined, human-centered assumptions 
about the neutrality of language, as though it were a 
kind of Switzerland in the World War of the environ- 
ment. Not neutral. "It is always a wolf, and not a lamb, 
who quenches his thirst in the transparent stream of 
a pure reason," warns Michael Serres. Our task in- 
volves exposing language not as a referee or courier for 
ideas but as a material, living and in many ways 
parasitic system, evolved from the earth. We would 
explore language in its empiricism and real ecology as 
a system which interacts with other systems, includ- 
ing forest ecologies. We are focusing on what has 
come to be called, within radical feminist ecology 
"rationalist text," the good-ol-boy discourse of law, 
science and most other venerable, rigorous mortis 
institution, and written text in particular as the para- 
gon of this discourse, which lives on in court docu- 
ments and scientific journals to decimate forests long 
after homo-sapien "authors" of such documents have 
returned to earth. 

® orest plans thus live beyond forest planners, 
inscribed on archival quality wood-pulp, 
calling for the productionist forest ethic: 
"Deeded to the state of Oregon mostly by counties 
about 50 years ago, the land came with a mandate 
to earn the 'greatest permanent value' for the coun- 
ties and the state," explains a news article recount- 
ing Oregon Department of Forestry planning. "Our 
rule is trying to honor those agreements," said Ray 
Craig, an assistant state forester. "Sure, they're pub- 
lic lands and we agree there are public values we 
need to manage for, but on the other hand there is 
a legal mandate to produce revenue." 

The reader may grant that language is an interactive 
system, and that it does more than deliver "ideas" 
from one human to another, such as the above "ex- 
cuse" of a dusty tomb as to "why" the cutting must 
take place. But why would, the web of Western lan- 
guage systems, in their "structure," be predatory on 
forests? For Dewey, "The heart of language, is not 
'expression' of something antecedent, much less ex- 
pression of antecedent thought. It is communications 
the establishment of cooperation in an activity in- 
which there are partners, and in which the activity of 
each is modified and regulated by partnership." 

Thus, language is held to be a tool made by humans, 
for humans, a tool used for human benefit against the 
nonhuman world, which is then held to be the object 
or rather target of language. Exceptions where the 
nonhuman origin of language surfaces, where there is 
a cross-species complication of language, are viewed as 
trivialities or at best curiosities. Take, for example, 
Myrdene Anderson's field work among Laplander 
herders, who work closely with herding dogs in the 
daily movement of sheep. Dogs and humans have 
incorporated, in shared locutions, commands and 
responses that are easy to produce yet hard to mistake, 
for both dogs and humans. The older dogs train the 
younger dogs to understand such locutions. The co- 
evolved language of herding is a "co-species" tool. 

Human language, in the established rationalist or- 
der, originates from humans, represents the external 
world imperfectly (with a more original, perfect ver- 
sion in either the "ideal" in human consciousness or 
the "empirical"), is controlled or mastered by human 
volition and is necessarily fully present in human 
voice first, and written language only as a mimicry, 
supplement or substitute of voice. 

The reduction of the complicity of "nature," in the 
language of reason, took place concurrent, or at least 




became articulated with, the rise of Platonism, in the 
move that privileged voice (the human voice) over 
visual nature-signs and writing. As Derrida has dem- 
onstrated, oral speech became the standard of pure or 
original language, as the source and guardian of "hu- 
man presence." Dependence on writing was renounced 
as external, as something which would waste and even 
atrophy the human memory and as too permanent a 
media for words. Written statements may be turned 
on their head and used against a speaker or used for 
political subversion. 

/“T*! lato's famous censure of writing, or rather 
I P \ his demand that writing stay subservient to 

V_ / a human "metaphysics of presence" and 

instrumental goals, should be considered in the 
context of Socrates denigration of trees: "You must 
forgive me... I'm a lover of learning, and trees and 
open country won't teach me anything, whereas 
men in the town do." 

But, the known genealogy gives no evidence for the 
humanist-assumed phonocentric origin of language: 
that voice and speech came first, that written signs 
were "stand ins" when speech was over too great a 
distance or time. Edward Davies in Celtic Researches 
provides more credible speculation from philology 
and analysis of Biblical text, "It may be inferred that 
certain trees and rods, or staves, or branches, were 
considered as means of information, or as the symbols 
of distinct ideas. " 

The rod stood for perhaps not a symbol, as in the 
modem economy in which it would be more than the 
minimum (a single word) but for a deity, "Not only, in 
general, trees were esteemed sacred; but a particular 
species of tree, was consecrated separately to each 
individual god. Branches of trees, and of plants, were 
formed into garlands, and crowns, to be worn upon 
solemn occasions; they were not indiscriminately 
used, but every particular species was appropriated, by 
a definite usage, to its peculiar occasion." 

As specific woods became scarce, language was 
adopted as a substitute. "This inscription of rods 
appears to have been a refinement upon the earliest, 
or primitive custom, and seems to have been intro- 
duced, when the symbolical species could not be 
readily obtained. " Spoken language replaced trees in a 
process: First, previously speaking nature was limited 
to diving rods, oracles, to special mythopoetic ani- 
mals, trees or places. Later, with the rise and hege- 
mony of the modem symbolic order, such special 
non-rational sources of language were themselves 
stripped of power, muted to fable or, as for Jacob 
Grimm, to household story, to imagination originat- 
ing, of course, from humans. 

An other writing, a mythopoetic or nature-con^ 
nected incarnation of writing, can be traced as marks 
on a wooden staff or runic draughts — the rightful 
enemy of Socraticphallogocentrism. When trees, rods 
or runic sprigs were engaged in dialogue with human- 
ity, a dialogue called language, trees were spiritually 
valorized, esteemed and protected. When speech is 
made primary (as it has been now for over 2,000 years 
from Plato through Rousseau), trees are disenfran- 
chised, letters are disenchanted and wood competes 
with clay or papyrus as an arbitrary and "necessary 
evil" media when the need to "record" speech out- 
weighs the dangers Plato itemizes. 

And, "Arbor magna, in medio paradisis, cujus rami, 
dictiones, ulterius, in ramos parvos, et foli, quea sunt 
literae, extenduntur" — "the great tree in the midst of 
Paradise, the sprigs, and leaves of which, were letters, 
and the branches, words." 

In Davies, the biblical "tree of life" and the human 
fall from the garden through a forbidden fruit of 
language can be read as a journey from wholeness of 
language to calculative, instrumental language in 
which trees are reduced to their edible fruit, to objects 
of symbolic language. But Davies finds the general 
mythos and trio of tree, emblem and writing gener- 
ated in cross-cultural repetitions uncovered world- 
wide: "Even the Chinese use the same metaphor, si, a 
tree, (siah, Chald) is the key, or the radix os su, a man 
of erudition; of sai, learning, wisdom, a master of arts, 
a mandarine, — and of su; a book." 

The "invention" of agriculture by humans was 
demonstrated by David 
Rindos to be as much the 
"preference" of certain camp 
follower plants that trailed 
nomad homo sapiens from 


encampment to encampment, preferring the dis- 
turbed soil found in the proximity of this mobile 
species. Similarly, the "invention" of writing in the 
Runic characters is traced by Davies to be a reading of 
a text written by the trees, a "windfall" or gift received 
more than invented: "Being originally intended as 
draughts, or sketches, of the points, or sprigs, or knots 
of plants (trees), it is to be remarked that simple, and 
radical characters, represent either a straight rod, a 
forked sprig, or a simple knot on a twig... but the 
letters of the Celtae formed an object of superstition; 
it was their chief study to commemorate the images 
(of tree-gods). 

odern commentary (see Ralph Blum, The 
M Book of Runes) quotes the 98 A.D. Roman 

- J Tacitus description of the interaction of 

oracle, divination and skilled reading of chance in 
the "casting" of runes. "They cut a branch from a 
fruit-bearing tree and divide it into small pieces 
which they mark with certain distinctive signs..." 
A priest casts them onto a white cloth, then "picks 
up three pieces, one at a time, and interprets 
them." But neither Tacitus nor his modern com- 
mentator venture speculation on the road from 
runes as a "special" alphabet to the sanitized 26 
letters of modern English, nor on any stain or 
ghost of oracle, divination or chance that might 
surreptitiously have passed through from runes as 
"the midwife of alphabets" to haunt or provide 
spirit to the most modern and most rational 
inscriptions of humanism. 

Seeing Forests with Cutting Vision 

A forest or even a single tree' is not a preformed 
image or object imaged on the visual cortex in an 
unmediated process. In a shift often made by Native 
Americans (such as Chief Seattle) or poets (such as 
Gary Snyder), the linguistic process and the percep- 
tual process may be considered together. "In Native 
languages the understanding is that the means is the 
sound, it is in the word; the word is not a symbol for 
a meaning which has been abstracted out, word and 
meaning are together in one experience." 

Physic and optics are proving investigations such 
as those of Edwin Land. The wave length and pattern 
of light reflected toward the eye cannot alone deter- 
mine the perception of the human subject, cannot 
determine the color or the shape. Thus, concludes 
Land, the visual mechanism, "...has no separate 
existence at all, being in a thousand ways united with 
and continuously interacting with the whole exte- 
rior domain. In fact, there is no exterior red object 
with a tremendous mind linked to it by only a ray of 
light. The red object is a composite product... so that 
there is no tremor in what we call the 'outside world' 
that is not chocked by a thousand chains and gossa- 
mers to inner structures that vibrate and move with 
it and are part of it." 

The cutting up of the visual landscape is thus 
conditioned by, and further hones the glancing 
ability of the eye's cones, the practice of reading. 
"When we read, the eye has to follow the guidance of 
the lines of letter and figures; we do no more than 
'glance'... The same process that is gone through in 
learning letters of the alphabet, occurs over and over 
again when we observe objects..." How many people 
content themselves with constructing a single melody 
for all trees! A melody like this must be quite mean- 
ingless (except for calculating board feet) since it 
suppresses the differences which are characteristic of 
various trees. No doubt the use of writing, which 
* governs our every step, especially in towns, is respon- 
sible for turning our attention from natural objects. 

A quick "recognition" of the rational symbol, as 
opposed to the mythopoetic, the allegorical, cuts the 
possibility of forest as participant in language, the 
integral forest allied with the human, into sliced 
experience with forest as the Puritanized enemy of 
man. All experience is then vested with calculation. 

A reversal of the Buddhist Proverb: "Some look to the 
East, and see the lightning in the east. Some look to 
the West, and see the lightning in the West. But I, 
who care nothing for the ends of the earth, see the 
lightning in all its glory." 



June-July 1997 Earth First! Page 13 





Grand Juries: The Fed’s Best Friend 


by the Feral Kid 

As activists, history has taught us one thing: the government is less interested 
in prosecuting crimes than hell-bent on disrupting and destroying potent 
movements of social change. The grand jury has become a particularly favored 
tactic to harass, intimidate, divide and otherwise cripple social move- 
ments. The threat is real folks, and if we as individuals, communities 
and movements decide to just roll over, no amount of tail wagging 
will save us. The good news is that many hard lessons have already 
been learned, and we can avoid unnecessary mistakes and 
apathy. So what do we do? 

First, we must educate ourselves and others about grand juries 
and our rights (or lack thereof). We must instigate a political 
counteroffensive to expose the government's decidedly undemo- 
cratic, fascist agenda and send a message that we will not be 
intimidated. Second, we must not talk to cops or grand juries, 
period. And most importantly, we must never lose sight of our 
purpose and never stop being a thorn in the side of the earth 
and animal rapers. Let's expand on these points, shall we... 

Expose the Myths 

Myth #1: the grand jury protects ordinary citizens against unjust 
and capricious prosecution. 

This statement belies the actual history and practice of 
grand juries and the circumstances they operate under. 

Grand juries are indeed granted a measure of autonomy 
and independence which they hardly ever exercise. Except 
for isolated and extraordinary cases, grand juries generally 
"rubberstamp" a prosecutor's charges, bringing indictments 
in an overwhelming majority of cases. And most importantly they are a 
powerful tool for the government to gather information on (with little or no 
practical restraints), harass, intimidate and punish activists and supporters. 
The reasons for this are rooted in the role that prosecutors play in grand jury 
proceedings. The prosecutor in a grand jury proceeding is granted extraordi- 
nary powers which circumvent the most basic constitutional and procedural 
protections afforded (though not always provided) to criminal defendants. 
Lacking subpoena powers directly, government agencies like the FBI, BATF, 
etc., work hand in glove with the Justice Department which commands the 
subpoena power in the name of the grand jury. As Frank Donner notes in the 
Age of Surveillance: "There are no limits to the number of individuals a 
prosecutor can choose to subpoena... An irresponsible prosecutor can spray 
subpoenas wildly over the entire country in pursuit of objectives wholly 
removed from the grand jury's basic concerns. He [or she] may do so on short 
notice, out of pique, to show his [or her] power, to harass the witness, and in 
the knowledge that it will serve no legitimate purpose. Moreover, the prosecu- 
tor can ask whatever questions he [or she] chooses and in whatever form suits 
his [or her] fancy since he [or she] is unrestrained by the evidentiary 
requirements of an adversary trial." 

Once subpoenaed, a grand jury can compel testimony from a person (read: 
inform on your friends) under threat of jail for up to 18 months. Additionally, 
the secrecy of grand j ury proceedings and the fact that witnesses are not allowed 
to have counsel inside the grand jury room creates a situation ripe for 
prosecutorial misconduct. Many of us may understand this and probably aren't 
surprised, but the point needs to be drilled: the government uses grand juries 
to harass and disrupt social/political movements making an utter mockery of 
our so-called constitutional rights in the process. 

Myth #2: the grand jury acts as the "people's, fourth branch of government, " a so-called 
"check" on abusive, centralized governmental power. 

The grand jury's supposed "historic" role of protecting against arbitrary 
government power is generally unrecognized because of the typical passivity of 
grand jurors. The prosecutor stands as the sole legal "expert" presiding in a 
grand jury proceeding and jurors principally rely on the prosecutor (i.e., the 
state) for legal advice, jury instructions and subpoenaing witnesses. The 
prosecutor, moreover, does not have to inform the jurors of their "historic" role 
or even the broad powers at their disposal. 

It has been suggested that the antidote to grand jury abuse is to inform the 
jury of these powers (a witness does have the right to address the jurors directly). 
However, this strategy seems unassuring given the institutional passivity of 
jurors and the rapport prosecutors develop with jurors. 

Like every aspect of our legal system, grand juries are never "above" politics, 
as the prevailing ideology would have us believe. For example, while it is true 
that grand juries have delved into and indicted individuals guilty of political 
corruption, they have done so in a political climate where there was over- 
whelming popular disillusionment with the status quo and where those in 
power saw a need to salve the public's disaffection and restore confidence in the 
system (i.e., Watergate). In fact, in a politicized context, a grand jury's powers 
may or may not be exercised to a witnesses benefit when information is 
primarily and selectively administered by the prosecutor. While it is crucial that 
we recognize the political nature of grand juries and organize legal defense with 
that in mind, it seems foolhardy for a witness facing the prospect of imprison- 
ment for resisting compelled testimony to rely on empowering a grand jury. 

Just say NO! 

The prospect of appearing before a grand jury is undoubtedly daunting. Know 
your rights and exercise them. But most importantly, know that you have almost 
no rights when it comes to refusing to give a grand jury every bit of information 
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it asks. A grand jury witness must either resist completely and face possible 
contempt charges or deal with the guilt of informing on others, ensuring that 
more subpoenas will be issued and more grand juries will be convened. 

Be Prepared 

The government is inclined to attack any movement that successfully 
challenges the status quo, and grand juries seem to be a favored tool of this 
repression. Grand juries can pop up anywhere and at any time. They are 
coordinated and, in fact, one grand jury often leads to another. That is 
why it is never too early to educate ourselves and others about these 
tactics and become ready to fight back politically whenever grand 
juries appear. If no one ever talked to the police or testified in a 
grand jury, this monster would shrivel up and die. We must strive 
for that ideal by giving everyone the most realistic options and 
support possible under the circumstances. Other- 
wise, we will share the blame when our movement 
is ripped apart by fear, mistrust and infighting. 



Some Additional Points 

Don't get caught with yer pants down. Share informa- 
tion with other activists about government harassment, 
but don't allow rumors to spread! (Sheesh, if that isn't the 
v most obvious, yet disregarded bit of wisdom.) Network, 
\ network, network! 

Contact sympathetic lawyers and form a defense 
committee whenever and wherever a grand jury seems 
imminent. Lots of work to do, why not get started early? 
Here are some excellent sources to refer to for more informa- 
tion about grand juries: 

Donner, Frank; The Age of Surveillance; Vintage Books, New York, 1981. 
Clark, Leroy; The Grand fury: the Use and Abuse of Political Power; Quadrangle, 
New York Times Book Co.. New York, 1975. 

Representation of Witnesses Before Federal Grand furies; by Grand Jury Defense 
Project of the National Lawyers Guild, San Francisco, 1976. 


Paul 

by Jim Bowler 
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Paul Watson, president of the Sea 
Shepherd Conservation Society, co- 
founder of Greenpeace, and author 
of the Ocean Warrior, will not be 
extradited to Norway on charges 
that he and Lisa Distefano, inter- 
national director of Sea Shepherd, 
sunk a whaling vessel in 1992. 
However, a Dutch court has ac- 
cepted a 120-day sentence from a 
trial in Norway in 1 994, and Watson 
will be released June 20. 

In 1992, Norway announced it 
would return to the commercial 
slaughter of whales despite the In- 
ternational Whaling Commission's 
global moratorium on whaling, de- 
clared in 1986. In 1993, the Clinton 
Administration announced it 
would not enforce a mandated US 
embargo against Norwegian com- 
mercial whaling. In 1994, Watson 
and Distefano were convicted in 
absentia in a Norwegian court on 
the charge of sinking a Norwegian 
whaling vessel dockside in 1992. 
No summons was issued to the 
defendants. Watson and Distefano 
offered to appear if the Norwegian 
government would guarantee their 
safety or agree to a change of venue 
from the Lofoten Islands district of 
Norway, the source of numerous 
death threats against them. The 
request was ignored, and the trial 
was held without the defendants 
present. (Norway's extradition war- 
rant claimed Watson and Distefano 
personally sank the vessel, but the 
court record notes, "the two ac- 
cused were not in the country and 
could not take direct part.") In July 
1994, in Norwegian coastal waters, 
the Sea Shepherd Conservation 
Society vessel Whales Forever was 


rammed by the Norwegian Coast 
Guard, fired on twice, and had four 
depth charges detonated under its 
hull. Norway accused Watson of 
ramming its vessel. They failed to 1 
serve papers on charges, and aban- 
doned the case in October 1996. 

Last year, Norway's pro-whaling 
prime minister handpicked her suc- 
cessor. This is an election year in 
Norway, and the un-elected prime 
minister desperately needs the sup- 
port of the politically powerful 
coastal fishing and whaling indus- 
try. For the last several months, the 
High North Alliance (a Scandina- 
vian wise-use group) has been 
steadily lobbying the Norwegian 
government to extradite and jail 
Watson and Distefano. 

On March 31, while supervising 
the transfer of a Sea Shepherd ves- 
sel in preparation for a campaign 
against illegal drift netting in the 
Mediterranean, Watson was ar- 
rested by German harbor police 
acting on Norway's Interpol war- 
rant. German authorities elected 
not to extradite and released him. 
Three days later, Watson was seized 
by Dutch police in Amsterdam. At 
a preliminary hearing on April 3, a 
Dutch judge ordered Watson held 
until Norway made a formal re- 
quest for extradition. 

The Sea Shepherd Conservation 
Society- is a non-profit organiza- 
tion that investigates and docu- 
ments violations of international 
laws, regulations and treaties pro- 
tecting marine wildlife species. For 
more information contact the Sea 
Shepherd Conservation Society at 
POB 628, Venice, CA 90294; (310) 
301-7325; fax (310) 574-3161; e- 
mail: nvoth@estreet.com; http:// 
www.seashepherd.org 
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continued from page 1 

intelligence. Both transmitters were re- 
moved, taken apart to be inspected, photo- 
graphed and locked in a filing cabinet. 

(In hindsight, the above course of action, 
removing listening devices, could quite 
likely have resulted in the next course 
of action for the cops— house raids. 
Activists take note!) 

Three days later, having been 
burned for their surveillance 
bugs, the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police (RCMP) carried 
out several raids. On March 20, 
the RCMP served search warrants 
at five locations: mine and 
Gina's house, David's house, 
David's storage locker, David's 
partner's house and my 
mother's house. Four of the 
searches were carried out simul- 
taneously in Vancouver and 
North Vancouver, British Co- 
lumbia, while the fifth in 
Edmonton, Alberta, was car- 
ried out later that evening. An 
estimated 30 plainclothes 
RCMP officers were involved 
in the five searches. 

The search warrants indi- 
cated that they were investi- 
gating 21 counts of intent to cause bodily harm (regarding 
letters equipped with razor blades sent by the "Justice 
Department" to big-game guide outfitters in January 1996) 
and four counts of attempted murder (regarding mail 
bombs sent to three racist leaders and a cattle genetics 
company in May, June and July of 1995). 

The warrants allowed for the seizure of unspecified 
items allegedly relating to those alleged crimes including 
computers (and all relevant equipment), modems, soft- 
ware (programs and instructions), hardware used to cre- 
ate bomb components (such as timers, batteries, explo- 
sive material), dark items of clothing, razor blades, utility 
knives, envelopes, tape, keys and instruction manuals for 
all computer equipment seized. The search warrants also 
listed the electronic surveillance devices by serial number 
under the list of items to be seized (which is only supposed 
to be items connected to the alleged criminal activity — 
not their lost toys). 

By using language such as "... including, but not 
limited to...," the warrants basically allowed for the 
seizure of anything and everything they wanted to take. 
We don't have grand juries in Canada — instead we have 
giant fishing expeditions in the form of these searches. 




One of the most ambiguous areas of the search warrant 
listed "any documentation and/or files that belong to, or 
relate to Darren Thurston and David Barbarash including, 
but not limited to, letters and correspondence, telephone 
bills, diaries, address books and lists, notes, receipts, records 
of purchase, postage stamps, bomb-building manuals and 
other literature relating to the building of bombs, and 
other papers including communiques, files and books 
relating to the offenses described below including newspa- 
per clippings, scrapbook collections, diagrams, drawings, 
notes and texts." 

From our house, they took my laptop computer and 
external hard drive, my entire four- drawer file cabinet 
plus 10 boxes of stuff including miscellaneous files, over 
100 computer disks, about 15 video tapes, assorted litera- 
ture, several books, personal correspondence including 
letters sent to me in jail, photos, cell phone, bolt cutters, 
typewriter, photographs of the electronic surveillance 
devices, my daytime planner with all of my identification, 
all of my keys, phone bills, tax records, money, bank book, 
etc., etc., etc. Some of the items belong to Gina, including 
letters from Rod Coronado, her hairbrush and a pile of her 
personal papers. 

From David's house, his storage locker and his partner's 
house, they took all of his tapes and CDs, eight boxes of his 
research and archival files, years of personal correspon- 
dence, clothes, money and boxes of irrelevant stuff (such 
as elementary school report cards, a box of plastic animals 
and dinosaurs and his niece's drawings). 

On April 1 6, without our knowledge, the RCMP obtained 
a detention order allowing them to keep all of the above for 
three more months pending further investigation. 

Over the past few years, there have been dozens of actions 

in British Columbia 

and across Canada 
against animal abus- 
ers and their busi- 
nesses, none of which 
have been "solved" by 
the police. These lat- 
est searches represent 
a desperate attempt by 
the cops to appear that 
they are making 
progress by focusing 
their attention on two 
well-known animal 
activists. Although ex- 
tremely stressful and 
disruptive, it is exactly 
this type of harassment which we must expect and be 
prepared for. As we collect the fragments of our files and our 
lives, we continue to move forward. 

Send support and inquiries to POB 78061, 2606 Com- 
mercial Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5N 1G8, Canada. 




In January 1996, four editors of Green 
Anarchist; the Animal Liberation Front 
Support Group's newsletter editor; and 
Robin Webb, the Animal Liberation 
Front's press officer were arrested by 
Special Branch, Britain's secret police, 
for conspiracy to incite criminal dam- 
age. The Gandalf (GA-and-ALF) Six's 
only "crime" was writing the uncen- 
sored truth about animal liberation or 
knowing others who did so. Their pun- 
ishment could be up to 10 years im- 
prisonment. 

Britain has the most repressive con- 
spiracy laws in Europe. For the 
thought police to prove their case, no 
damage need be done nor anyone 
incited; the "conspirators" need not 
know anyone doing damage and may 
know each other only tenuously (in 
this case, the six only attended the 
same rally — along with thousands of 
others). Proving conspiracy is about 


intent, which in practice means the 
defendants have to prove a negative 
in court, that they didn't intend any- 
thing. Conspiracy/incitement is a 
catchall law, it's heavy penalties mak- 
ing it a useful tool in suppressing 
direct action. 

The Gandalf case is not just about 
animal rights. It's about fundamental 
freedoms, your freedom of speech, as- 
sociation and conscience being taken 
away. The six defendants are on the 
front line for you — defending them is 
defending yourself, stopping a potent 
new instrument of State repression 
before it reaches you. 

What You Can Do: 

The State won't use the conspiracy/ 
incitement laws in the future if they 
lose more than they gain now. The 
cops want to silence their critics and 
make the movement smaller and less 


effective. Do not be intimidated! Use 
this case to expose the thought police 
and to make the movement larger, 
louder and angrier. 

• Affiliate your group and/or do- 
nate generously to the Gandalf Six 
defense campaign. 

• Invite defense campaign speakers 
to your town or event. 

• Organize demonstrations in sup- 
port of the defendants, such as the 
one to mark the start of the Gandalf 
defendants' trail (August 26, 1997) at 
Portsmouth Crown Court. 

• Take exactly the actions the de- 
fendants are accused of inciting if 
they are convicted — that way the 
jury will have incited you, not the 
defendants! 

Send support and inquiries to the 
Gandalf Defendants at POB 66, 
Stevenage, SGI 2TR, England. 

— Green Anarchist 


Anatomy of the 
Spooks’ Tools 

The black metal box was shoved 
up under the dash on the passenger 
side of our pickup. It was roughly 
the size of a box encasing a cell 
phone(7 5/16" longby2 1/2" wide 
and 1 " deep) . In fact, the device was 
basically a modified cell phone. 
The box contained three outputs, 
antenna and power on one side 
and microphone on die other. 

The power was connected by a 
direct line to the truck's battery 
via the fuse box (the cops discon- 
nected the horn and some dash- 
board lights while the truck was 
detained late last year under false 
pretenses, but that's another 
story... ) and the antenna was 
connected to the car stereo an- 
tenna. The microphone was 
threaded under the dash from the 
transmitter and up under the cor- 
ner paneling (the one between 
the windshield and the side win- 
dow) coming to rest across and to 
the right of where the passenger's 
mouth would be. 

On the box and cell phone were 
serial numbers and a phone num- 
ber. Speculation is that the num- 
ber could be called and reception 
would be obtained (after entering 
a touch tone code) at any time, 
even when the ignition was off. 
The use of a modified cell phone 
leads to further speculation that 
the bug was doubly used as a track- 
ing device, since cell phones indi- 
cate where they are being used. 

The bug inside the house was 
behind a piece of ceiling drywall 
(cut out and screwed back in 
place). A massive battery pack, 
consisting of 24 D cells wrapped 
in electrical and duct tape, was 
connected to a circuit board (11/ 
4" by 2 1/4") wrapped in soft 
plastic. Connected to that was a 
pager (for turning it on and off 
remotely). Also connected by a 
wire to the circuit board was a flat, 
black-plastic-covered box (2 1/8" 
by 1 1/4" wide). 

On one end, attached to a gold 
connector, was a long, black, flex- 
ible antenna measuring 5 1/4" 
long. Also coming out of the box 
were the microphones — two grey 
wires that each ended in tiny (1/2" 
long by 1/8" wide and 1/16" thick) 
clear plastic pieces, one labeled 
"R" and the other "L." The micro- 
phones were hidden above the 
drywall and stuck to a pipe which 
came out of the furnace room and 
into the living room running a few 
inches below the ceiling. (The 
metal pipe makes a good sound 
conductor.) There were serial num- 
bers and a pager number on this 
device as well. 
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SW Logging Shut Down 

The 9th Circuit Court of Appeals 
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That injunction waslifted when the 
US Fish and Wildlife Service com- 
pleted a Biological Opinion for the 
Mexican Spotted Owl arid the US 
Forest Service agreed to amend all 11 
Forest Plans to conform to the recov- 
| ery plan. While the Forest Service 
agreed to subject all new logging to 
the recovery plan, it tried to insist 
that previously authorized timber 
sales did not need to meet the new 
requirements. 

Pine 


On May 29, the Copper Range Cor- 

poration withdrew its permit for acid 
solution mining at the White Pine 

copper mine in the Upper Peninsula 

of Michigan. 

The MidwestTreaty Network hailed 
the company move as a major victory 
lor grassroots environmental organiz- 
ing and traditional Native American 
activism. "The death of the White 
Pine mine shows that mining compa- 
nies are nowon the run in our region. 
We anticipate the company with- 
drawal to begin a domino effect across 
the North Country. Today White Pine. 

>age 16.) 



Ozone Write 

A Russian newspaper reports a huge | 
ozone hole has .developed over north 
Siberia stretching towards the North 
Poie.'TheMoskovskyKomsomolets daily 
says Russian scientists estimate the 
size of the hole has now reached a 
record 2,000 krn-lhi length and taken 
ozone levels to a new low, matching 
the levels seen in Antarctica. 

The hole lias been holding over the 

area for two months and is becoming a 

major environmental concern. The pa- 

per reports ozone levels have dropped 
by 40 percent in the last month alone. 
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Reduce, Reuse, Relax 

According to the Environmental Protection Agency, nationwide recycling efforts 
eliminated more than 50-million tons of guilt in 1996. The figure represents the 
greatest reduction in consumption-related guilt among Americans in over a decade. 

Thanks to community-based recycling programs, landfill waste was reduced by 
some 70,000 pounds, or .00004 percent, last year. But even more important, 

Americans themselves experienced a whopping 47 percent drop in guilt. 

As recently as 1990, the US consumed 88 percent of the world's resources and felt 
87 percent of its guilt. But by 1995, though the nation's share of world consump- 
tion actually rose to 90 percent, through the institution of mandatory recycling 
programs, America's share of global guilt plummeted to 41 percent. 

"I used to feel terrible when I threw out perfectly good things," said Francine Dahl of Lawrence, KS. "But now that I 
recycle a little bit, I could throw out a whole couch and not feel guilty at all." 

Recycling is not the only thing Americans are doing to assuage their guilt. "People are doing lots of things to make 
themselves feel better about their fervent participation in our mass consumer culture," said University of Texas 
Environmental Studies professor Arthur Boykin. "They're supporting companies whose products have pictures of globes 
on them. They're buying greeting cards printed on grayish, non-glossy paper that appears to be recycled. They're wearing 
T-shirts with pictures of endangered species on them. The list goes on and on." 

Others are taking an even more active role. "We've printed and distributed over four million pamphlets to raise 
awareness about the importance of recycling," said Lori Herbst, founder of San Francisco's RecycleUSA! "I can't believe 
how successful the pamphlets have been. The city's drains are literally clogged with them." 

According to EPA spokesperson Patrick Toomer, while most Americans are "doing a tremendous job recycling," there 
remain many ways to reduce guilt even further. "A reusable mug only makes you feel good once — at that moment when 
you first buy it. On the other hand, using a new disposable cup made from recycled materials every single day will make 
you feel like you're doing your part to help the environment." 

Of course, with worldwide consumption of nonrenewable resources at an all-time high, the world will still undergo 
total environmental collapse by 2065. "But with careful planning," Toomer said, "guilt levels should remain low right 
up until then, long after the baby boomers are dead." 

America's citizens are not the only ones working to reduce waste: Corporate America is also doing its part. "Five years 
ago, my toilet-tissue products were suffering losses in the millions," said Frank Costello, CEO of PulpCo, Inc. "But ever 
since we put a tree on our package and a banner reading, 'Made From At Least Five Percent Recycled Post-Consumer 
Waste,' our sales have gone through the roof. We can barely cut down trees fast enough to meet the demand. I guess 
the bottom line is, for me, recycling is all about green." 



MAI Continued... 

continued from front page 

-ment climate, 2) easy repatriation of profits, 3) open- 
market access by establishing National Treatment and 
Most Favored Nation designations, 4) freedom from com- 
plying with regulations and legislation pertaining to envi- 
ronmental, social and health safeguards and 5) freedom 
from any obligation to serve local needs. 

The MAI dwarfs NAFTA in a number of ways. First, the MAI 
is geographically broader by its inclusion of 29 countries, not 
just three. Second, it is substantially broader by including all 
economic sectors and by establishing National Treatment, 
which requires countries to treat foreign investors at least as 
well as domestic investors. Third, unlike NAFTA, the MAI is 
binding for 20 years. In short, the MAI is a gigantic leap in 
corporate power far surpassing NAFTA and WTO. 

The MAI will ban performance requirements, which are 
laws requiring foreign investors to invest in the local 
economy and to behave responsibly in exchange for 
market access. For example, selective purchasing laws 
such as the Massachusetts Burma law, which restricts state 
agencies from purchasing goods or services from compa- 
nies that do business with oppressive regimes, could be 
outlawed as discriminatory. Thus, the MAI will serve to 
prop up dictatorships, like the one in Burma, which 
routinely terrorize, murder, rape and torture its citizens. 

Local communities will be sacrificed to ensure that foreign 
corporate profits are maximized and repatriated with the 
greatest of ease. So, say good-bye to the US Community 
Reinvestment Act, which requires absentee-owners to rein- 
vest profits in the communities where they operate; the Act 
could be challenged as a violation of foreign investors' rights. 

Also, bid farewell to laws and regulations that protect 
natural resources and environmental quality. For example, 
laws requiring that glass and plastic containers be made 
from a minimum percentage of recycled materials and 
laws limiting foreign ownership and land use could be 
sacked as obstacles to free trade. Other important environ- 
mental laws such as the Endangered Species Act (ESA), 
Clean Air Act and hazardous waste laws could be chal- 
lenged under the MAI by transnational corporations based 
in OECD countries, like Mexico, which have lower envi- 
ronmental standards. Imagine how US cities would fare if 
pollution laws sunk to the protection levels like Mexico's. 

The MAI could also push threatened and endangered 
species to extinction. For example, a South Korean-based 
transnational corporation, which profits from selling bear 
parts, could attack US hunting regulations as a barrier to 
free trade. 

Perhaps the most alarming element of the MAI grants 
private investors and corporations direct legal standing to 
sue governments and seek monetary compensation at 
international tribunals for failure to provide all of the MAI's 


benefits. Just to emphasize the magnitude of the investor- 
to-state dispute resolution mechanism of the MAI, consider 
for a moment, the fact that such private legal rights of 
corporations against governments do not even exist in the 
extraordinarily powerful and far-reaching WTO. 

In order to better understand how the investor-to-state 
dispute mechanism of the MAI works, take, for example, 
the case of Ethyl Corporation, which is suing the Canadian 
government under a similar provision in NAFTA's invest- 
ment chapter for imposing a ban on the toxic gasoline 
additive, MMT. Ethyl Corporation claims that the Cana- 
dian ban on MMT violates provisions of NAFTA and seeks 
restitution of $251 million to cover losses resulting from 
the "expropriation" of both its MMT production plant and 
its "good reputation." This is corporate extortion! The 
Ethyl case is an example of how the MAI will apply NAFTA- 
like standards worldwide, overturning environmental and 
health standards on a global scale. 

Secret negotiations about the MAI have been ongoing 
since 1 995, but obtaining information about the agreement 
was impossible until February 1997 when the negotiating 
text was leaked. Negotiations were expected to be com- 
pleted by May 1997 but have been delayed until August. 

The MAI text is currently about 90 percent complete. 
After the agreement is finished, it will be introduced in 
Congress in one of two ways: as a treaty, requiring 2/3 
Senate ratification, or as an executive agreement, requir- 
ing a majority vote in the House and Senate. Shortly 
thereafter, other OECD countries and, eventually develop- 
ing nations, will be asked to sign on. 

The proposed MAI is no more than a wish list for corporate 
interests, serving to accelerate the race to environmental 
and social Armageddon by dismantling environmental 
safeguards, governmental sovereignty, social justice and 
welfare, labor rights, food production systems and more. 

Economic growth, trade and investment are not ends in 
themselves. Genuine development and progress must be 
centered on the needs of Mother Earth and her people in 
order to deliver real social, political, economic and environ- 
mental justice. The MAI's furtive, indiscriminate, short- 
sighted and unregulated grope for corporate power and 
expansion promises to deliver exactly the opposite. Its 
consequences will be socially unjust and ecologically disas- 
trous; it will inflict irreparable social and environmental 
damage as well as arrest the last remaining mechanisms and 
powers that federal, state and local governments have to 
protect their citizens, leaving them at the mercy of 
transnational corporations who are accountable to no one. 

Write your congresspersons at the US House of Represen- 
tatives (or US Senate), Washington, DC 20515. 

To get more information on the MAI, check out Public 
Citizen's web site at http://www. citizen.org or write to 21 5 
Pennsylvania Avenue SE, Washington, DC 20003. 
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\VI T r\ Paves the Way to the Future 


by Randy Ghent 

What's the largest destructive project threatening North 
America that has escaped environmentalists' radar screens? 
Under the guise of "free trade," politicians and private 
corporations are planning a highway development project 
more massive than any since the 1970s. 

Pushing for several "NAFTA Superhighways" from 
Canada to Mexico, special interests hope to cash in on the 
large amounts of long-distance truck traffic resulting 
from the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). 
Or at least that's their excuse for building more highways, 
even though the US Interstate Highway System has been 
declared "complete." 

The NAFTA Superhighway scheme would increase air 
pollution, traffic congestion, oil dependence, global 
warming, road kill and human death. Local economies 
would also suffer as devel- 


FREE 




opment moves from town 
centers to narrow strips 
along the highway. 

Many realize that NAFTA, 
which affects the US, Mexico 
and Canada, has caused a 
corporate exodus to the 
South, robbing the US of over 
600,000 jobs. But this lesser- 
known NAFTA-related 
scheme would be even more 
disastrous than the trade 
agreement itself. Predictably, 
the media has steered clear 
of this international issue. 


blocks," testified southern 
Indiana farmer Gary Siebert. 

"That is what the 1-69 extension will be, a great dam that 
splits up our farms and separates our communities. We 
have a name for it when you take our homes, our natural 
resources and our way of life, and promise us pie-in-the- 
sky in return. It's called rural exploitation. We've heard 
it all before, and we decline your offer." 

Of the various proposed routes, the extension of Interstate 
69 would be the most damaging and costly NAFTA Super- 
highway. 1-69 presently extends from Flint, Michigan to 
Indianapolis. But as a superhighway, it would plow through 
farmlands, forests and hundreds of communities in eight 
states, in addition to cutting through Canada and Mexico. 

Backers of the 1-69 extension, now assembled into the 
Midcontinent Highway Coalition, originally wanted a leg 
from Indianapolis to Evansville. "We found out quickly 
that Congress wasn't interested in a 175-mile highway 
connecting one city to another," explained Jim Newland, 
head of the 1-69 coalition. "The only way to get national 
attention was to create a coalition of states. That's how the 
1-69 idea grew beyond Evansville to Paducah and Memphis, 
then to Shreveport, Houston and Laredo." But if increased 
long-distance trade were in fact necessary, rail would be 
eight times more efficient, according to research conducted 
at the Oak Ridge National Laboratory. 

In southern Indiana, over 200 farms would be bisected by 
the 1-69 NAFTA Superhighway, including nine Amish farms. 
Over 1,000 acres of forests would be destroyed for the 
Indianapolis-Evansville right-of-way alone. 


Free Trade: A Bad Deal for Everyone 

All the significant funding of the Midcontinent High- 
way Coalition is from special-interest corporations. More- 
over, all of the advantages to new and expanded highways 
are corporate advantages. For example, when highways 
are built, local and small businesses give way to shopping 
malls and chains such as McDonald's and Wal-Mart. Local 
agriculture also suffers. 

The case of the tomato shows the reality of NAFTA in 
action. Between 1993 and 1995, NAFTA-induced US/ 
Mexico trade caused prices paid to Florida tomato farmers 
to drop 22 percent. Meanwhile, the retail price on toma- 
toes rose three percent. The difference amounts to a 25 
percent profit reaped by transnational corporations and 
lost to the consumer. "Indeed, the 'great sucking sound' 
that was so feared during the negotiations for the pas- 
sage of NAFTA in late 1993 is being heard and cheered 
today," says the Dallas-based NAFTA 
TRADE Superhighway Coalition in a promo- 

■■ — tional article. "For it is the sound of 

f 1115 T pft i in i.i mci corporate America gravitating toward 
1 industrial thisinternationaltradecorridor.lt 

I is uih£re it's at* is the surge of products moving to 

I look UHAT it's market and the sound of money fill- 

,.i.. .J ing corporate coffers. It is the free 
enterprise system at work." 


v NS^S^il Corporations Lobby for 1-69 

Government records show that I- 
69 supporters, led by Rep. Bud Shuster 

II if r— (R-PA), chair of the House Transpor- 
' tation and Infrastructure Commit- 
I " tee, are guzzling contributions from 
donors along the proposed route. 
I Texas is Shuster's biggest donor state 

after Pennsylvania. In fact, 62 of 
Shuster's 77 biggest Texas contribu- 
tors are located along the proposed I- 

Majority Whip Tom DeLay (R-TX) is 
also a major NAFTA Superhighway supporter. As a senior 
member of the Appropriations Subcommittee, DeLay doles 
out federal highway money. His brother, Randy, a $300,000- 
a-year highway lobbyist for the 1-69, helped organize 
Texas fundraisers for Rep. Shuster. 

Corporations that donated to Rep. Shuster's campaign 
include Williams Brothers Construction, which is al- 
ready doing $100 million of work on Houston high- 
ways, J & S Consulting Engineers (specialists in highway 
design), S & B Infrastructure Limited (bridge designers) 
and the Ayrshare Corporation and George Mitchell 
(both developers). 

Superhighways Coming Down the 
Congressional Turnpike 

America's primary transportation legislation, the 1991 
Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA), 
is scheduled for reauthorization this year. And Clinton's 
version of the new law would provide up to $40 million in 
grants for each NAFTA Superhighway route. While the 
final legislation is uncertain, whatever bill passes will 
likely shape the NAFTA Superhighway policy for sqygral 
years. The public's message to Congress should be simple: 
include no funding for NAFTA Superhighways in the final 
ISTEA reauthorization bill. 

Contact the NAFTA Superhighway Coalition at POB 
4796, Areata, CA 95521; (707) 825-7088; rghent@ 
humboldtl.com. 



OA£& OONZ-S 

Federal Judge Sanctions 


the go-he 




;;y j. vl • '■ ■/'; 

mm 


MMW 

Impi 

§§§|1 



mu 



Mi 





mayrequir 


Fish and Game, th< 
that none of the old growth scheduled 
to be cut was expendable. 

The Only Coi|||auga River 

The US Forest Service (USFS) has 
announced plans to conduct large- 
scale road building and dearcutting 
in the headwaters of the Conasauga 
watershed, one of the South's most 
biologically important river ecosys- 
tems. The USFS is proposing to build 
7.5 miles of new roads and log almost 
600 acres in Tennessee's Cherokee 
National Forest. 

At least 11 threatened, endangered 
and sensitive fish species live in the 
upper Conasauga watershed. Another 
nine species of federally-endangered, 
native mussel species depend on the 
Conasauga for their survival. These spe- 
cies are highly sensitive to the sedimen- 
tation from road building and logging. 

Please write the USFS and urge protec- 
tion of the entire watershed. Write to 
Ranger Franklin Lewis, Cherokee Na- 
tional Forest, Rt 1, Box 348, Benton, 
TN 37307. 

For more information contact the 
Soiithern Appalachian Biodiversity 
Project at POB 3141, Asheville, NC 
28802; (704) 258-2667. 
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Southwest. It is home to 
animals. Hydrologists predict that it will 
be dry in 1 0 years if current water with- 
drawals continue. 
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Snaking Water for a Powo Patch 



The National Marine Fisheries Ser- 
vice (NFMS) is the federal agency 
appointed to safeguard wild salmon 
in the Pacific Northwest. The Fish 
Freddies, who unlike their terrestrial 
counterparts will actually stand up 
against the corporadoes, are now 
fighting a proposal by Boeing Cor- 
poration to build an ir- 
rigation intake pipe 
near Boardman, Or- 
egon. Also unlike Forest 
Freddies, these folks 
want your help! 

Boeing? Like all 
megacorps, Boeing is a 
diverse beast. It happens 
to own 20,000 acres of 
land in Boardman, which 
it has leased to Inland 
Land Company (ILC). 

ILC wants to suck 196- 
million gallons per day 
from the Snake River to 
irrigate the mother of all 
potato patches. 

The Army Corps of En- 
gineers has no problem 
with this, but the Fish Freddies say no 
way. As far as they’re concerned, too 
much water is pumped out of the 
Snake already. This latest scam would 
jeopardize several stocks of salmon 
protected under the Endangered Spe- 
cies Act. 

The Fisheries Service released a Bio- 
logical Opinion on the proposal in 
May, which bluntly said the Army 
Corps of Engineers could not issue 
Inland Land Company the permit it 
needs to construct the intake pipe at 
John Day Reservoir. 

"Inland alone will not overload the 
system," said William Stelle, head of 
the Fisheries Service's Northwest re- 
gion in Seattle. "The whole system is 
already overloaded." 

The tater farmer's proposal has also 
pissed off Idaho's government offi- 
cials. The state has been working on 
restoring water flows in the river, fol- 
lowing an unsuccessful appeal of the 
Fish Freddies 1995 plan for the entire 
Columbia River basin. Idaho's gover- 
nor is seriously wondering what sense 
it makes to increase water flows for 
salmon in the upper Snake, only to 
have agribiz make the river impass- 
able to salmon downstream. 

The agency's plan calls for specific 
flow targets in the river system to 
help speed young salmon down- 
stream and adult salmon upstream. 
The plan improves the chances that 
these targets will be met by calling for 
significant volumes of water to be 
released from upstream reservoirs 
during the Snake River Chinook 
salmon's summertime migration. 

Water withdrawals for irrigation 
throughout the Columbia River basin 
have an enormous effect on the flows 
in the Snake and Columbia rivers, 
especially during dry years when river 
volumes are low. In dry years, agribiz 
irrigation water withdrawals drop an 
already low water level in the Snake by 
another 50 percent. 

So the Fish Freddies are trying to get 
a requirement put into Inland Land 
Company's permit saying that, sure, 
it can withdraw 1 96-million gallons a 
day from the Snake River, as long as 
another irrigation leech drops its Snake 
River water withdrawal by 196-million 
gallons a day during the same time. 


As Stelle put it, "Without fully off- 
setting new water withdrawals so there 
is no net loss from the river, we simply 
can't allow additional water to be re- 
moved from the Columbia River." 

Ho ho! Can you imagine the re- 
sponse by Megawatersucker X Inc., 
when they get the phone call from 


the wannabe potato potentate ask- 
ing them to cut their water use by 
196 mgd? 

That should effectively put paid to 
the whole scam. Better yet, NMFS says 
it'll make the same recommendations 
whenever any future would-be water 
thieves request federal permission to 
take water from any part of the entire 
Columbia River drainage. 

But, like all fed agencies, the Fish 
Freddies get the shithammer from poli- 
ticians whenever they try to do some- 
thing even as wimpy as this. You can 
help them stand up to the industry- 
politician complex. Weak as this no- 


net loss proposal is, it will let hundreds 
of thousands of salmon do the Snake 
River migration dance. 

Contact these folks at their Port- 
land, Oregon office, find out who's 
working the potato permit and tell 
them you support them and want to 
know what you can do, who to write 
to, what the deadlines 
are, etc. The Fish Fred's 
habitat folks will be so 
pleased that they'll spill 
their guts with hardly a 
prompt. 

Get on their good side, 
and they'll tip you off 
whenever a particularly 
nasty pollution, develop- 
ment or water withdrawal 
scam is in the offing. It 
could be the start of a 
beautiful relationship! 

You can also contact 
their HQ in the DC met- 
ropolitan sprawl to get on 
the mailing list for the 
free quarterly newsletter 
HabitatHappenings, which 
covers the Fish Freddies' many battles 
to protect marine and estuarine fish 
habitat around the nation. 

Get the goods on the potato caper 
from the Northwest Regional Habitat 
Conservation Division, National Ma- 
rine Fisheries Service, 911 NE 11th 
Ave, Rm. 620, Portland, OR 97232; 
(503) 231-2308; fax (503) 231-2376. 

Ask these folks to sign .you up to 
HabitatHappenings at Office of Habitat 
Protection, National Marine Fisheries 
Service, 1315 East- West Hwy, Silver 
Spring, MD 20910; (301) 713-2325. 


-EF! COASTWATCH 



by Randy Ghent 

On May 22, the White House 
launched its public relations 
campaign for "free trade" expan- 
sion, focusing on Clinton's pro- 
posal for "fast track" authority. 

Fast track would allow the 
administration to negotiate trade 
agreements without the fear that 
Congress might later change them. 
Congress could still accept or reject 
the trade agreements, but could not 
amend them. Clinton wants fast- 
track trade authority in order to 
negotiate an expansion of the 
North American Free Trade Agree- 
ment (NAFTA) to include Chile and 
eventually to unite all of the 
Americas in a massive trade bloc. 

"It is important to emphasize 
that fast track will allow Clinton 
to get into all manner of free 
trade mischief, "said Mike Dolan 
of Public Citizen's Global Trade 
Watch. "Sure, NAFTA expansion 
is top of the list, but he'll want to 
codify the Asian Pacific Economic 
Cooperation (APEC), the Pacific 
Rim NAFTA, if not slam the MAI, 
the bill-of-rights for transnational 
investors, through an ignorant 


Congress. Therefore, there will be 
a lot hanging on this big vote 
when it comes." 

Meanwhile, the NAFTA Ac- 
countability Act (HR 978) has 
garnered 79 cosponsors. This 
clever bill would run NAFTA 
through a series of simple "before 
and after" tests to see if it has held 
up to its promises. The areas to be 
examined include trade between 
the US, Mexico and Canada, 
related jobs and wages, environ- 
mental and health conditions and 
illegal drug flow. If NAFTA has 
worsened conditions and cannot 
correct for its failings, the bill 
would trigger US withdrawal from 
the trade pact. A nationally 
coordinated campaign has been 
launched to build grassroots 
support for the bill. Since it is 
opposed by President Clinton and 
the Republican leadership, HR 978 
will likely need to gather more 
than 200 cosponsors to get a vote. 

Contact Public Citizen's Global 
Trade Watch for further informa- 
tion on NAFTA at 215 Pennsylva- 
nia Avenue SE, Washington, DC 
20003; (202) 546-4996; 
www.citizen.org. 



The proposed pump site is located in the Columbia River basin. 
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^ continued from page 3 

tailings dump will be close by a 
tributary of the Wolf River. The 
Crandon Mine Company, a sub- 
sidiary of Exxon, etal., is pulling 
out all the stops to garner public 
favor and secure political bless- 
ings for this extensive and disas- 
trous mine. We have a critical and 
very sensitive situation with re- 
spect to this proposed mine. 

Emerging as the most effective 
opposition to this endeavor is a 
curious but delightful coalition 
of native tribes, sportsmen (and 
women) and some small but dedi- 
cated grassroots environmental 
groups. This informal coalition 
seems to have established more 
credibility with the public than 
would be predicted by its home- 
grown nature and its meager fi- 
nancial base. It appears to be on 
the verge of successfully thwart- 
ing the efforts of the multina- 
tional mining companies. 

The situation is very sensitive 
because the coalition is tenuous. 
Many of the people involved were 
at loggerheads with each other 
not so long ago over issues that 
have not been fully resolved. The 
coalition is especially vulnerable 
to well orchestrated propaganda 
campaigns to discredit it. 

It is critically essential that 
our community of environ- 
mentalists recognize and de- 
fend the integrity of this coali- 
tion. We cannot allow our enthu- 
siasm for creative action or our 
frustration with the usual politi- 
cal process diminish the effec- 
tiveness of this coalition. 

In Wisconsin now, civility and 
diplomacy are called for. Those 
who cannot or will not accept 
such tactics are threatening the 
foundations of this coalition. It 
is best for them to just stay out of 
the way, but they should come 
anyway. Come to listen, to con- 
fer, to enlighten and to be en- 
lightened, but for just this one 
time, tread softly on the people 
of rural Wisconsin. Realize that 
they are actual or potential allies. 

None of this means that we 
should compromise the ideals or 
dampen the passion of the Earth 
First! tribe. However, the chal- 
lenge to the present is to some- 
how put the ideals and passion 
into language and action that will 
strengthen the coalition. Earth 
cannot survive the alternative. 

Of special concern are the na- 
tive peoples who form a key ele- 
ment of this coalition to oppose 
the Exxon mine. I do not pretend 
to understand the spiritual foun- 
dations of Native culture. I wish 
other whites would be so humble. 

Stand in awe, err on the side of 
respect and open all your senses to 
the ceremonies of the native 
peoples. But do so at a distance. 
Eventually we'll all learn some- 
thing. Expect it to take a long time 
and demand a lot of patience. 

The tribes are emerging as posi- 
tive agents of change. We 
should let our actions 
honor, rather than 
threaten, their spiri- 
tual foundations. 
At a minimum 
this means we 
should stay 
out of the 
way. 
See 
you all 
soon! 

Henry Bruse 



Dear SFB and Hazel: 

Please keep the leftist, feminist 
rhetoric out of the Journal, and the 
EF! movement. Every time a worth- 
while movement comes along, 
there's always some leftist 
buttheads that surface and leech 
onto it, trying to find an audience 
for their anthropocentric agenda. 
And they always manage, through 
asinine logic, to relate their agenda 
to whatever is the movement's 
agenda. I'm sure some EF! follow- 
ers are unconsciously sexist, and 
some aren't. Some are probably 
Republicans too! So what!? Do we 
first have to 'reform' everyone to 
Hazel's politically correct standards 
before we go on to protecting our 
ecosystems? Worthwhile move- 
ments have been brought down 
before, not because some follow- 
ers were imperfect, but because 
some left, or right wingnuts gained 
control of them to promote their 
primary agendas. We can't solve 
all of Homoslobicus' problems, let's 
work on the main one. Stick to the 
subject: Earth First! 

— "Name withheld to 
Protect my Nuts" 



Hazel 
responds: 

We are all fighting right 
now for the little bit of wild that is 
still left. However, I believe we can 
put the Earth first, while still think- 
ing and acting holistically. 

J want to clarify that I was in no 
way trying to say that we can 't do the 
crucial work we do until we break 
down all the "isms" in the world. 
That would be unrealistic and by 
that time, would there be anything 
left to save? The point of my article 
was more the opposite. More people 
need to step forward and put their 
life and liberty on the line in defense 
of Mother Earth, while at the same 
time learning and teaching respect 
and breaking down years of un- 
healthy, societal conditioning. Maybe 
more people would get involved if 
they felt our movement was more 
encompassing and willing to dig at 
the roots of the problems while doing 
the crucial intervention and action 
to stop the destruction on the 
ground. Until we learn 
to respect all beings, 
including our- 
selves, the Earth 
will continue to 
pay the price. 

— Hazel 

EF!, 

Many thanks 
for continuing to 
send the EF!J. My knowl- 
edge of ya'll's philosophy and 
tactics grows. I am impressed with 
efforts and results of EFlers in 
protection of our mother earth. 

Any social system that is based 
on patriarchy and/or the genera- 
tion of profit is a threat to the 
environment and to all inhabit- 
ants of our planet. Ya'll are keep- 
ing the bastards in check. Keep 
on, fucking up! Blessed be in our 
shared struggle for a society living 
in peace, harmony, and equality. 

In anarchy, 

— Pat Earl 
xoxo 


Dear EF! Journal, 

The urgency of the crisis to eco- 
systems and the lives they support 
is what moves us into action. Se- 
rious thought about this global 
assault is easily overwhelming. 
Sometimes we need to celebrate 
life — the greatest gift we have. 
However, more and more I see this 
need confused with hiding from 
the reality we know too well. Alco- 
hol, a common culprit in these 
discussions, may be only a symp- 
tom of a larger problem: reluc- 
tance to honestly face this over- 
whelming reality, to take the kinds 
of actions needed to defend our 
life source and to create a mode of 
humanity worthy of living with it. 

Sometimes we think we are par- 
ticipating in active resistance, but 
on closer examination we are 
drowning our passions in situa- 
tions that don't empower us. Our 
actions often fail before they be- 
gin, with poor planning and fol- 
low-through. Our hearts are in 
the right place, but we don't seem 
to know how to respect ourselves 
as warriors in a very crucial battle. 

In my activist community (as 
is probably the case in others) 
there are often party-type occa- 
sions masquerading as confer- 
ences, campouts, potlucks or even 
meetings. Despite the few people 
who genuinely want to address 
an issue, they are essentially par- 
ties for most people present. (One 
might think it is possible to be an 
activist just by attending the 
right parties.) We all need to 
socialize with each other, but 
when the most reliable place to 
meet your peers for action plan- 
ning is at a bar or social event, 
when our partying sabs our ac- 
tion plans or worse yet, keeps 
actions from happening, the Earth 
is not getting first priority. 

Rather than pointing a finger 
at various occasions and disap- 
pointing outcomes, it is more 
productive to discuss solutions. 
Most of us have emerged from 
some disfunctionality in our lives. 
Progressive movements can ad- 
dress these issues and create an 
environment in which to develop 
better patterns. As we strive for 
improvements for wild lands and 
creatures, we must also strive to 
make parallel improvements in 
ourselves. 

Building community is a great 
start. We need to improve the 
quality of our interactions. 

A strong, tight group 

^ * 

the 
Earth first 
in our non- 
violent direct ac- 
tions. When we know 
people have commit- 
ted to their roles and 
can count on discipline 
and follow-through, our 
actions will be effective. 
We need forums to relate to 
one another, to honestly face this 
assault perpetrated on our Mother, 
develop Earth -centered spiritual- 
ity, and band together in action. 
This need is too serious to be 
fulfilled in bars, at parties or oth- 
erwise in the presence of mind- 
altering substances. Let's strive to 
help one another realize their po- 
tentials for the good of the life on 
this planet. Then we may have 
real victories to celebrate! Then 
we will have no need to hide from 
reality; we will have pride in our 
community of resistance! 

— Lisa Wisnewski 



Shalom Haverim, 

I read with great interest John 
Bowling's "Time for a Safety Meet- 
ing" (May-June, EF!J). 

Especially the part about ap- 
plying Saul David Alinsky's strat- 
egy of confrontation to 
Maxxam's Charles Hurwitz. 
Charles Hurwitz, as some may or 
may not know, is Jewish. As is 
customary among Jews, we tend 
to take responsibility for one an- 
other — at least that's how it 
should work ideally — in those 
times when Jews need to support 
one another, as well as when 
some among us need to be 
potched (spanked). 

This having been said, it makes 
me proud to have been at least 
remotely involved (I pay dues) 
with Shalom Center's involve- 
ment in this past January 26's (18 
Shevat on the Hebrew calendar) 
observance of the holiday of Tu 
b'Shevat, the New Year of the 
Trees. The event was led by the 
group who has come to be known 
as the "Redwood Rabbis." Never 
underestimate the power of Jew- 
ish guilt and take heart that 
events such as these are 
sprouting up among the 
Headwaters fight. 
Gershom Gorenberg 
wrote of the Headwaters 
campaign in the Jerusa- 
lem Report under the title 
"The Jews and the Redwood 
Problem," in which he de- 
scribes Hurwitz's Pacific Lumber 
Company's current incarnation 
as a result of a $ 900-million take- 
over financed by Michael Milken 
junk bonds.... In a meeting with 
his new employees, he (Hurwitz) 
said, "There's an old story about 
the golden rule. He who has the 
gold, rules." His spokesman says 
the line was meant humorously 
(Jerusalem Report, vol. 7, no. 14). 
The Shalom Center's newsletter 
reported that "Cantor and rab- 
binical student Reb Naomi 
Steinberg asked what it means for 
us to teach Torah to our children; 
what Torah was taught at their 
Bar Mitzvah times to Ivan Boesky 
and Michael Milken and Charles 
Hurwitz, who together created the 
complex of financial pressure that 
has led to the logging of the an- 
cient redwood forests?" (The Sha- 
lom Report, March 1997). 

It is good to see that the destruc- 
tive impulse that Charles Hurwitz 
represents is being targeted, fro- 
zen, personalized, and polarized, 
as per Alinsky's methodology. I 
think it is a beautiful expression 
that there exist such responsible 
voices in the Jewish community 
who do so within the context of 
this confederation of a dozen tribes 
that is the Jewish People. 

Am Ha'Aretz Chai! 

(Earth-folk thrive!) 

— Barry Dredze 

Dear Ned Ludd, 

The Thomas Register, a brilliant 
tool for every activist, can be 
found in the reference section of 
any university library. It comes 
out annually, this year compris- 
ing 33 giant green books, and is 
useful in finding out which com- 
panies make certain products, 
who heads particular companies, 
and how obscure machinery 
works. The Register lists every- 
thing that has ever been manu- 
factured by inhumanity, from 
toothbrush cases to automotive 
castings to loaded brake calipers 
to pugmills and extruders. 


"Products andServices" arelisted 
alphabetically in volumes 1-22. 
Under each product, companies 
(and their addresses) that manu- 
facture it are listed state by state. 
"Company profiles," volumes 23 
and 24, are alphabetical listings of 
companies, containing addresses, 
telephone #s and names of com- 
pany officials. "Catalog files," vol- 
umes 25-33 alphabetized by com- 
pany, are a compilation of cata- 
logs from each company. 

So, for example, if you wanted 
to know how your local 
miningdredge works (or rather 
doesn't work), you could look up 
"mining equipment" under the 
products and services volumes. 
Here you would find the company 
"Phukeetup International" (PI). 
You could then look in the catalog 
file volumes under PI, where their 
"PI wheel dragon, a custom elec- 
tronic mining dredge" is adver- 
tised. Finally, in the company pro- 
files volumes you could get a list of 
all PI branch office addresses, 
phone numbers, and names of 
company officials. With all appro- 
priate safeguards in place, 
it would then be pos- 
sible to pose as a 
potential client 
and ask all sorts 
innocuous 
questions. 

— Thomas 

Dear EF!, 

There is a serious issue, a specter 
that haunts our western forests, 
and it is being studiously ignored 
by the mainstream media. 

Timber theft is the bastard child 
of the marriage of interests be- 
tween the Forest Service and 
multinational corporations bent 
on extracting every possible dol- 
lar from the harvest and sale of 
federally subsidized timber. Yet 
penalties are lax; enforcement is 
under-funded and unpopular. 

Shall we start with the penal- 
ties applied to the timber theft in 
Wyoming last year where the cost 
of the stolen timber was cheaper 
than the stumpage? A Missoula 
man offered a videotape of sus- 
pected timber thieves driving 
their tracks down "8 Mile" when 
no sales were in progress. Instead 
of accepting the tape, the Forest 
Service employee instead wanted 
to know everything about the 
caller, starting with name, ad- 
dress, and exactly what they were 
doing up 8 Mile at that time. 

Penalties are so lax for stealing 
timber from our national forests 
that enforcement of timber theft 
was not even funded for years. 
When a special timber theft in- 
vestigative group was formed, 
they immediately found more 
cases than they could possibly 
act upon. Needless to say, the 
timber beast got this dangerous 
group silenced as soon as pos- 
sible, and a scant three or four 
brave newspaper articles were the 
only word the general public ever 
got, that is if they were looking at 
the bottom of page 14. 

I wish there was a way to call 
public attention to this practice, 
for I’m sure that people would 
certainly object if they knew that 
in addition to the millions of 
board feet scammed by the tim- 
ber beast through tax-subsidized 
money losing timber sales, still 
more trees are being outright sto- 
len, and the Forest Service is busy 
looking the other way. 

— Tanaho 
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Celtic Revival "Casey Nell" u The Past Didn't Go Anywhere 7 ' 


MUSIC REVIEW BY ANNE ArCKY 

The first time I heard Casey Neill's 
music was in a crowded living room 
in Missoula, Montana. The beer- 
soaked crowd had danced and 
howled for hours that night to Dana 
Lyons' rollickin' set at the Native 
Forest Network conference. As the 
moshing throng croaked out every 
word of "Resistance," I began to 
sense a spirit that would follow me 
to places like Warner Creek and 
Headwaters forest. Months later, as 
I hiked a quiet trail in the Olympic 
Mountains, those early poems ech- 
oed in my mind, "This is not the end 
of the world, it is only the beginning — 
an awakening, a reckoning, the name- 
less is returning... "Those poems have 
been with me ever since, and as I've 
watched Casey's art evolve and 
deepen, each new set of songs be- 
comes a sort of soundtrack to my 
journey. 

Casey's notoriety broadened with 
his second album, "Riff Raff." The 
irresistible "acoustic punk" anthems 
he played at eco gatherings and EF! 
campfires became practically house- 
hold words, as a rebellious politi- 
cal edge surged to the sur- 
face of his song writ- 
ing, departing from 
the heavy earth- 
based metaphor of 
"Pawprints." 

Casey's creative 
evolution through 
both albums 
landed him in the 
recording studio 
last winter with a 
whole new set of 
songs that express 
both his past and 
present musical and 
philosophical influ- 
ences, and a uniquely 
crafted style, all his own. In- 
creasingly using alternate tunings, 
dissonant - "chords and percussive 
rhythms, Casey lends his voice to 
the ever-expanding roots of tradi- 
tional folk and Celtic structure. 

The new, self-titled album weaves 
traditional arrangements with 
Casey's familiar infectious, edgy folk 
anthems. Lyrically, the newest songs 
tend to reflect the thoughtfulness 
and introspection that Casey's al- 
ways been coming home to. The 
poetry transcends the simplistic la- 
bel "eco-folk, " while remaining true 
to Casey's eco-philosophical roots. 

As with any Casey album, this one's 
got a couple surefire hits. "Double 
Dutch," an upbeat hip shaker in- 
spired by NYC artist Eric Drooker's 
pen and ink urban portraits, opens 
the album with jangly guitar and 
Dave White on congas. "Mayday" is 
a rollickin' folk tune anchored by 
traditional Celtic fiddler Martin 
Hayes' exquisite accompaniment. A 
handful of other players highlight 
the entire album, including a full 
drum set, acoustic bass, Zak Borden's 
faithful mandolin, sporadic hand 
drums, a concertina and Jim Page's 
soulful fingering on a new recording 
of the melancholy ballad "Sad Bones 
of Her Hands." A chilling Celtic bal- 
lad, "From the Yardarms," continues 
the traditional thread, which appears 


again in a fresh rendition of a 1930s 
land liberation anthem by Scottish 
folkie Ewan MacColl exclaiming, 
"...Rather than part from the moun- 
tains, I think I would rather be dead" 

Of the new tunes, Casey's favorite, 
and one of his most finely sculpted, 
voices the theme of dislocation and 
loss of homeland. "Long March of 
the Exiles" describes the westward 
mass exodus from Ireland during the 
potato famine to St. George Island, 
the forced relocation of the Nez Perce 
Indians across the freezing Bitterroot 
Mountains, and finally, a temporary 
mountain escape from the city, "It's 
here that I have come to flee, from the 
asphalt tyranny that has logged and 
mined these Northwest hills and abused 
the very ground. And you and I stand in 
this place, scornful of our own race that 
makes war against the indigenous, and 
war against the wild." 

Casey's urban backdrop is reflected 
throughout the album, in the soul- 
ful love song "A Quiet All Her Own," 
and most prominently in "Breathe 
Life," a percussive purging of the 
apathy and numbness of 
(post)modern city life. "Beyond 
the face of fallacy, secret America 
revealed. In the corners, nooks 
and crannies there are those 
who still feel. We are shin- 
ing in our dignity as we 
make our final stand — 
gone all pretensions, 
gone to Croatan." 
Another Point of 
View" is a churn- 
ing, melodic 
plea, "lam loathe 
with a mind run 
rank with empire — 
tell me, do you feel the 
same?" "Whole Cloth," 
the sweetly optimistic call 
for activist unity, and "It's 
Not Okay," a groove-full diss 

on corporate commodification of 
alternative culture, both stand tall 
on the album, rounding out the col- 
lection. 

The biggest departure Casey's mak- 
ing with this CD is in signing up 
with Appleseed Records, an indepen- 
dent folk label from New York that's 
also working with Dick Gaughan, Si 
Kahn, Sine and other political folk 
music "exploring the roots and 
branches of folk music and sowing 
the seeds of social justice." Appleseed 
is also putting together a Pete Seeger 
tribute album featuring the Indigo 
Girls, Ani DiFranco, Bob Dylan, and 
yep, Casey. Casey's doing Seeger's 
eco tunes "Father Hudson" and "My 
Dirty Stream" in a fresh and ener- 
getic style that retains Pete's authen- 
tic folkie flavor. 

As with any good folk singer, the 
live realm is where Casey's music is 
strongest. The effect of Casey's 
thought and heart provoking poetry 
combined with his musical explora- 
tion in an interactive setting, carries 
on an ancient tradition rooted in 
direct action... all simple instru- 
ments — guitar, voice, heart, mind 
and soul — harmoniously connected 
to the roots of Western music "car- 
ried by a magic wind, alive again... 
alive again." 

"Casey Neill" will be available soon 
through the usual channels.' 



MUSIC REVIEW BY BRETT CLUBBE 


Ani DiFranco and Utah Phillips' joint album, "The 
Past Didn't Go Anywhere," brings together two artists 
from two generations with similar ideals and modes of 
operation. Both record and distribute their own material 
through mail order. Both are against corporate control of 
music. Ani has woven 20 years worth of Utah's rants with 
her own improvised rhythms to create a multi-textured 
taste of the stories of Utah Phillips. 

Like most younger listeners I came at this as an Ani 
DiFranco fan. She epitomizes the modern '90s "rebel 
girl," articulating a lot of the frustrations young 
women and men have with the sociopolitical restric- 
tions that surround us. 

Utah is a self proclaimed bridge between the past and the present. He is part 
of a dying breed of storytellers whose songs and stories fueled a movement and 
brought working people together to protect their communities from the 
ravages of corporate interests. He explains succinctly what anarchism really 
means. He tells us some of the story of Eddie Balchowski, a veteran of the 
Spanish Revolution who returned to America to sing the songs of revolutionary 
Spain as a junkie with only one arm. He rants about the presidency, the plunder 
of our "natural resources," the disparity between wealth and poverty, his 
experience in war, his struggle to live as a peaceful anarchist and what genuine 
heroes really are. Within all of this Ani grooves and harmonizes; she mixes in 
monologues of Jessie Jackson and Douglas MacArthur, and she sculpts Utah's 
stories into songs that one can learn from and enjoy for their musical and 
lyrical integrity. 

On the track "Natural Resources" Utah addresses the Washington State Young 
Writers Conference. Utah tells it like it is: "You are about to be told one more time 
that you are America's most valuable natural resource. Have you seen what they do 
to valuable natural resources? Have you seen a strip mine? Have you seen a clearcut 
in the forest? Have you seen a polluted river? Don't ever let them call you a valuable 
natural resource. They're going to strip mine your soul. They're going to clearcut your 
best thoughts for the sake of profit, unless you learn to resist. Because the profit system 
follows the path of least resistance and following the path of least resistance is what 
makes a river crooked." He advises the young folks to "...flee to the wilderness, the 
one within if you can find it." 

In a movement where participants are often as seemingly different as Ani (the 
young, punk, urban woman) and Utah (the crusty, old, bearded, rebel folk singer) 
an album like this can help bring us together to learn the history of our struggle 
and how to work together better. I encourage everyone to check this album out: 
You can expect to laugh heartily and to feel tears trickling down your cheek if you 
give this recording an honest listen. 

This and other Ani DiFranco albums are available from Righteous Babe 
Records, POB 95, Ellicot Station, Buffalo, NY 14205. CDs — $15, tapes — $10, 
plus $1 for shipping. 
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On March 14, 199 7, the 
Robinson Scott clearcut area 
near the McKenzie River was 
chosen as the site for the first in 
a series of solidarity actions be- 
tween the Animal Liberation 
Front (ALF) and the Earth Lib- 
eration Front (ELI ). Forty-seven 
trees were spiked either with 
rock s, kes or metal nails to call 
an end to the clearcutting of 
habitat important to owls, voles, 
woodpeckers and all species en- 
dangered or otherwise. 

Two of the trees were marked 
with red paint. All spiking was 
done at high levels in an effort to 
avoid harm to workers. The spik- 
ing was claimed by a cell of the 
ALF known as the Eco-Animal 
Defense Unit. 

Recently, the ALF sent a 
communique stating that they 
released 10,000 mink and de- 
stroyed equipment at a fur farm 
near Mount Angel, Oregon. This 
release is the 27th in the last 21 
months at US and Canadian fur 
farms. Earlier this year the ELF 
released 240 mink and de- 
stroyed valuable breeding cards 
at a fur farm near Toronto, 
Canada. Combined, the groups 
have freed more than 45,000 
animals from fur farms in, Utah, 


New Hampshire, New York, 
Washing on, Minnesota, Wiscon- 
sin, Tennessee, Oregon, Ontario 
and British Columbia. 

Despite this barrage of actions, 
no one has been injured. Support- 
ers take pride in the fact that both 
the ELF and the ALF have a strict 
nonviolence policy against injur- 
ing or killing any animal life. 

The ELF and the ALF will con- 
tinue their nonviolent campaigns 
of direct action against morally 
bankrupt industries until they're 
six feet under. Clearcutting habi- 
tat and imprisoning genetically 
wild animals in intense confine- 
ment and killing them using crude 
methods such as gassing, neck- 
breaking and anal electrocution 
are environmental oppres- 
sion, and neither one 
is going to be tol- 
crated. 


l! 
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Akmtv with Visions 


Cleak as Cut Glass... 

. . .and Just as Vangikous 


Coyote 


Coyote went with Badger to the Health Club. As Badger spun madly on 
a stationary bicycle, Coyote stared around in puzzlement at all the people 
working so hard to get nowhere. A man was struggling to lift a set of weights. 
“That looks too heavy for him,” thought Coyote. So Coyote went over and 
helped him. 

“What in the hell do you think you’re doing??” the man bellowed. 

“Well jeez, I was just trying to help,” said Coyote. 

Next Coyote went into the sauna. He saw a man covered with sweat and 
breathing hard. “He looks hot! I’ll cool him off,” thought Coyote. Coyote 
went back out, got a pail of cold water, and doused the fellow with it. 

“You asshole!!” the man spluttered, chasing Coyote out into the main 
room but forgetting he was naked. 

Coyote gazed in amazement at a room full of women in skin tight 
leotards, performing some odd ritual. The sign on the door said “Aerobics 
Class.” It appeared to be a dance, but they all danced alone. “They must be 
lonely” thought Coyote. 

So Coyote picked out the most attractive woman, went in and 
began to dance with her as she performed her routine. Everyone 
stopped and stared at him. The woman at the front of the room 
stalked over, grabbed him by the tail, and threw him out. 

Badger found Coyote sulking in the rain outside the back door. 

“How did you like the health club?” asked Badger, who was 
wearing a lycra bodysuit. 

“Those people don’t seem very healthy to me,” answered Coyote. 


-Phil Knight 


.Beaver Speaks 
Afro Frog Sings 


'Beaver said to ring the trees, 

Beaver said to cut the roots, 

Beaver said the trees would fad, 

Beaver said the sod would loosen. 

J-fe said this would happen behind the dam. 


frog begins to sing for rain, 
frog’s vision becomes clouds, 
frog’s voice turns to thunder, 
frog is happy when it rains. 


They said to listen to them 

and they would show how to break 
a dam. 

They showed this to me behind the dam. 
Listen! for Beaver speaks and frog sings. 

—W Taw in Pethakwanink 
(He Sleeps in Thunvek) 


DESTRUCTION 


Gray trees sift the wind after work. 
This is the moment when the rush hour dies 
and your own body returns from distant fields of glass. 

The round face of the bank dock wants you 
to remember. It is your coin of solitude. 


m ■— 

You know this, shut your eyes, and smile. 


comes across the waters of the Sound. 

.. - ' .i • 

Beyond the black freighters that push safely 
into their own silence, there are the mountains 
for whom the hours of cars mean nothing. 


orange moon bums through the windows 
of every empty building. 


the desert sunset spills crimson 
luminescence across the mountain stones. 

Surreal striated skies. 
The desert comes alive. 
A thousand shining eyes. 
A quest to find the void. 
Lizards scatter barely touching the desert floor. 

The owl, majestic, scans the sky. 
Idle giant saguaro bends its arms to feel. 
Every living, breathing creature trying 
so desperately to find this anomaly. 
Ihe absence of a desert-heart which 
once beat in sync with the heart of the desert. 

My heart too yearns for the desert. 
I reach, I grasp at ghosts, memories, dreams. 
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May the Spirit Wind soon take me home. 
I long to reunite with the desert, 

. ' ... . ' v . ■ . ■ 
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but until then... 


The Eagles will fly, 
The Coyotes will run, 
Searching, ever searching, 
For Don Juan’s Reckless Son. 

— Grasshopper Bill 
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"Welcome to Wisconsin, where the prairies are returning and waters flow free 
and clean." That was one of the ad slogans that businesses in Wisconsin used 
to run. That was before Exxon came to town. Our region's most pristine 
watersheds are being threatened by mining corporations intent on extracting 
minerals and dumping hundreds of millions of tons of toxics — heavy metals 
and sulfuric acid waste. 

Yet in Wisconsin, there is currently an effective, widespread, grassroots 
movement that is challenging the ability of multinationals like Exxon to move 
into our state. We are passing higher standards for waste disposal, moratoriums 
on mining, and we are learning more about the corporate infiltration of our 
state government and regulatory agencies. Folks are no longer going to stand 
aside and let it happen. 

North Woods Summer is the culmination of numerous gatherings through- 
out the Upper Great Lakes Region that are bringing together a wide range of 
activists to face this immediate threat to the North Woods. 

The gatherings began in mid-May with the Big Woods Regional Earth First! 
Rendezvous in south central Minnesota, run on through SEACotopia — the 
national summer gathering of the Student Environmental Action Coalition 
(June 19-26) — and then there is the Earth First! 1997 Round River Rendezvous 
at the Wolf River Headwaters (see schedule below). As you read this, folks are 
gathered in northeast Wisconsin and are acting in defense of the headwaters of 
the continental heartland. The schedule for the rest of the summer: 

• June 30-July 6 — Earth First! 1997 Round River Rendezvous at the Wolf River 
Headwaters. July 1 — "Power Dynamics Day" Addresses the issues involved in 
growing a movement that's conscious of the differences within it, and in 
recognition of those differences is doing something to give everyone equal 
voice. Sponsored by Katuah EF!. July 3 — "Sovereignty Day Potluck" Bring your 
food, experience and music to share with folks from all across the North Woods 
and the globe. July 5-6 — "Two-day Rendezvous Rally" The traditional Rendez- 
vous rally — Earth First! lore alive. 

•July 7-24 — Ongoing Earth First! actions across the region — encampment begins 

• July 25-26 — 12th Annual "Protect the Earth" Gathering at Mole Lake. Family 
gathering of the Upper Midwest anti-mining community. Tribal and non-tribal 
members welcome. Music, fry bread, recreation and workshops at the Sokaogon 
Chippewa Community Powwow Grounds, just off of Highway 55 at Mole Lake. 

If you have any questions about how to help, just call (888) 875-2233, ext. 0797. 

To make contributions for our bail fund and camp costs, please make a check 
or money order payable to Midwest Headwaters, 731 State Street, Four Lakes 
Madison, Wisconsin 53703. (Wisconsin Forever! (Exxon Never! 


Fan the Flames 
of Wildfire! 

The Cascadia Fire Ecology Educa- 
tion Project is offering free copies of 
its 12-page publication, "Wildfire! An 
Endangered Ecosystem Process," to 
anyone interested in fire-related for- 
est issues. This issue of Wildfire! in- 
cludes new articles on firefighting and 
the militarization of forestry; the en- 
vironmental impacts of firefighting, 
how to FOIA firefighting documents, 
analysis of the federal wildfire policy, 
fire salvage loopholes in the north- 
west Forest Plan and more! Send name 
address and number of copies desired 
to CFEEP at POB 3563, Eugene, OR 
97403. Donations to cover postage are 
gratefully accepted. 

Fund for Wild Nature 

A non-profit, tax-exempt foundation which funds 
research, education and literature projects. 
Funding proposals and donations can be sent to: 

POB 1657, Corvallis, OR 97339 

Multi-Pure 

Drinking Water Systems 

Certified to effectively remove over 70 
contaminants, including lead, chlorine, giardia, 
Cryptosporidium, asbestos, volatile organic 
compounds, pesticides, and trihalomethanes. , 

Suzanne Pardee 
1-800-359-5624 . 

POB 6027 ( Seattle WA.98160 


1 25 Year Warranty 


Money Back Guarantee | 


Stoltmann 

Wilderness 

Action 

This is a call for activists to come to 
Vancouver's last backyard wilderness 
area. The Stoltmann Wilderness is the 
home to the southern most range of 
grizzly bears in North America. The 
bears roamed the western coast of 
North America from Mexico to Alaska 
less than 200 years ago. Today, due to 
continued habitat destruction, hunt- 
ing and poaching, only a small per- 
centage of the grizzly population and 
habitat remain, and it is disappearing 
at a rapid rate. 

The time for ACTION is NOW, so 
please come out and help Peoples Ac- 
tion for Threatened Habitat (PATH) 
this summer. PATH is a group of con- 
cerned citizens that supports nonvio- 
lent action to save the seven remain- 
ing pristine valleys in the Stoltmann. 
We are looking for mature and dedi- 
cated activists who will contribute to 
the goals of the group and respect the 
rules of the campaign. We are active 
now and will be setting up a perma- 
nent camp in the Stoltmann, starting 
July 1, 1997, and remaining through- 
out the summer. 

If you are interested, contact PATH at 
(604) 733-PATH or yyrite- us at POB , 
19596, Vancouver, BCV5T4E7, Canada. 


Earth First! Gathering in the UK 

July 8-13 • Action 14-15 

Last summer at the EF! Gathering in the UK, there were talks and workshops 
ranging from saving the Australian rainforests to self defence to blockading 
nuclear convoys to setting up solar panels. There was also plenty of football, tai 
chi, acoustic music, swimming in the lake and all round having a good time 
with old and new friends. 

The '97 gathering will be similar, but there's always room for improvement. 
We want presentations by eco-direct action campaigns in Britain and abroad. 
We also want to discuss movement-wide issues, such as gender, the history of 
previous UK movements and how to run a successful campaign. A space will be 
provided to allow discussions on controversial issues within the movement. 

The gathering is an opportunity for people to learn new skills and techniques that 
are of use to direct action campaigns. We need trainers to teach such things as 
building lock-ons, producing press releases, self defence, first aid, putting up 
tripods, legal support. . . you name it, we need it. If you've got the skills we need YOU! 

This year's gathering will be in Scotland, but the exact location of the site will 
not be announced until the day before the gathering. The site will be near public 
transport, so there's no excuse to bring a vehicle, unless you live in it or you're 
bringing a minibus full of people. 

Rampenplan from the Netherlands have offered to provide cheap vegan organic 
food throughout the gathering. A creche will be available for people bringing kids. 
Toys, games and art materials will be needed. There will be an area for sessions on 
such things as alternative medicine, yoga, permaculture and meditation. 

Calling all acoustic bands, musicians, performers, story tellers and comedi- 
ans, come and entertain us! Keep in mind, there will not be any sound system 
or amplified music on site. 

We'll need money to make this all happen. Send cheques to "Earth First!" at 
the address below. We'll be asking for a donation from people, probably around 
ten pounds for the week. 

So, if you'd like to be involved or have any suggestions/criticisms send them 
to the EF! Gathering, c/o 16 Sholebroke Avenue, Chapeltown, Leeds, LS7 3HB, 
UK; phone/fax (phone 1st) 0113 262 9365; e-mail: cornerstone@gn.apc.org. 

PLUG IT IN DAY 

Who: Everyone in the US with access to electricity. (Anyone is encouraged to 
participate and to organize a Plug It In! day in other countries. 

Turn it on!) 

Why: To blackout power across the country by 
empowering the citizens to believe they can J$t 

make an impact, to show the government 
and the industrial state that the people 

What: A national day of lounge-chair 
activism using household appliances to 
shutdown the entire power grid of the 

When: The average hottest day of 
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Landmark Innu 
Video Release 

During the months of September 
and October, 1996, a collaboration 
between the Innu Nation, Friends of 
Nitassinan (Burlington, VT) and Cold 
Mountain, Cold Rivers Video Project 
(Missoula, MT) brought activists Jon 
Clarke and Storm Waters into the 
heart of Nitassinan — home to the 
Innu people and the largest pristine 
roadless wilderness left in North 
America. 

The Innu are the last remaining ab- 
original hunting culture in North 
America. Home to whales, seals, polar 
bears, harlequin duck and the 
continent's largest free-roaming cari- 
bou herd, Nitassinan is threatened by 
many multinational corporate and 
military interests. In particular, huge 
deposits of nickel, cobalt and copper 
are believed to reside under this di- 
verse bioregion of taiga and tundra — 
primarily in Innu hunting, fishing, 
and gathering areas. 

Many priceless hours of videography 
resulted from the expedition, and the 
subsequent documentary is antici- 
pated for early summer, 1997. Funds 
are still needed to complete the proj ect; 
please consider making a generous 
donation toward this effort. Those 
interested in a copy of this video, 
"Mining in the Land of Cain," along 
with a copy of the publication "Be- 
tween a Rock and a Hard Place: The 
Innu of Nitassinan", can contact: 

Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers, Box 
7941, Missoula, MT 59807; phone/fax 
(406) 728-0867; storm@wildrockies.org. 

Friends of Nitassinan, Box 804, 
Burlington, VT 05402; phone/fax 
(802) 425-3820. 

Cost for the book and video to- 
gether is $50 — check or money order 
payable to either organization. 

January 1, 2000 

ONE DAY 
IN PEACE? 


What if, whosoever happens to be at 
war on December 31, 1999, agrees 
that for one whole day no guns would 
be fired? ONE DAY IN PEACE. This is 
a concept of no guns being fired any- 
where on earth for 24-hours, includ- 
ing on television. The silence would 
be golden. And what if the television 
programmers of the world agreed to 
not air any programming with a vio- 
lent content? (It would probably be 
easier to get warring nations to stop 
firing than it would be to get the 
world's television programmers to not 
air violent programming.) 

At present, this ONE DAY IN PEACE 
concept is getting further attention. 
(On April 6, 1997, it was 1,000 days 
until January 1 , 2000.) This is a thought- 
wave campaign. Which is to say, the 
more people who grasp this thought, 
the more it comes into reality.... 

ONE DAY IN PEACE, January 1, 
2000... pass it on... expect a miracle. 

Rebecca Giltner, Vassar College, 
Maildrop 1989, Poughkeepsie, NY 
12604; (914) 451-2018. 

" The philosophers have only interpreted 
the world, in various ways; the point, 
however, is to change it." — Marx 


John Seed “Council of All Beings” 
Workshops and Roadshow Tour 

John Seed, author of Think Like a Mountain and originator of the Council of 
All Beings, will be in the United States for a limited fall tour. The tour is a 
combination of the Council at some dates and a roadshow performance at other 
dates. The Council of All Beings workshops is "a unique series of re-Earthing 
rituals to help end the sense of alienation from the Earth that most of us feel." 
The roadshow performances will include a slideshow about the rainforests, 
music by John and Aussie eco-bard Neil Pike, as well as various local environ- 
mental musicians and raps about grassroots issues by local speakers. 

All proceeds from the workshops and the performances will go to help fund 
Rainforest Information Centre conservation projects. John and Neil are paying 
all their own travel and other expenses. 

AUGUST 

8-16 Institute for Deep Ecology Summer School, NH 
15-21 "Earth Story," MA 
22-24 Petersham, MA, Council of All Beings 
29-31 Oxford, MI, Council of All Beings 
SEPTEMBER 

4 Los Angeles, CA, Roadshow 
5-7 Los Angeles, CA, Council of All 
8-11 Hunt Badiner, Big Sur 
12-14 Esalen, CA, Council of All Beings 
15-19 Esalen, CA, Roadshow 
19-21 "Practicing Ecological 
26-28 San Francisco, CA, 

29 San Francisco, CA, Roadshow 

30 Berkeley, CA 
OCTOBER 

1 Willits, CA, Roadshow 

2 Garberville, CA, Roadshow 
3-5 Willits, CA, Council of All Bei 

8 Areata CA, Roadshow 

9 Ashland, OR, Roadshow 
10-12 Ashland, OR, Council of All Beings 

13 Eugene, OR, Roadshow with Dana Lyons and Joanne Rand 

14 Portland, OR, Roadshow 
17-19 Whidbey Island, WA, Council of All Beings 
24-26 Toronto, ON, Keynote speech, Holistic Education Conference 


For more information contact the Rainforest Information Centre at POB 368, 
Lismore, NSW 2480, Australia; phone (066) 21 85 05; e-mail: jseed@peg.apc.org. 




"... a thorough manual for our 
necessary and fiindanwntal 
reinhabitation of self and place, 
a detailed chronicle of our 
separation from body-planet, and 
a map for the journey home." 

— Lone Wolf Circles 
(a.k.a. Jesse Hardin) 

EarthFirstl Journal 


WM. H. KOTKE 


THE FINAL 

EMPIRE 


“If I were to recommend 
a single Irook to explain the core 
dikmnms of the modem world and 
to point the way toward a sane and 
sustainable future, this would he 
it." 

— Richard Heinberg, MuseLetter 


THE COLLAPSE 

OF CIVILIZATION 

THE SEED OF THE FUTURE 


“The book is amazing, what a 
document" 

— Peter Bane, Pennaculture Activist 


"A necessary and sensible primer 
far the recovery of the planet." 

— North Coast Times Eagle News 


“Bold in its scope." 

— Reflections Magazine 


More than an ecological, 
historical, psychological 
and cultural treatise, 
THE FINAL EMPIRE 
is a comprehensive, 
holistic analysis. 


“Destined to become a classic ." 
— Pennaculture Edge Magazine 


“Inspires us." 

— Talking Leaves Magazine 


Paperback, 400 pp, 50 illustrations, maps, over 500 foot- 
notes, full index. ISBN 0-963378457 

$20.00 + 3.00 s&h to: 

Arrowpoint Press 

605 S.E. 15th Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97214 
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At the 1997 Northwest Ren 
vous, activists from a diversity 
campaigns came together wi 
ideas for improved communi 
tion and a summer of coordinab 
direct action. 

For a summer action primer wi 
a calendar and relevant conta< 
information (includes the great* 
Pacific Northwest from BC to Idah 
I to California) write or call the I 
’ Cascadia Forest Defenders, POB 
11122, Eugene, OR 97440; (541) 

| 343-7305 or 302-3399. 

| Additionally, in the Northwest 
there are two phone numbers with 
updated information on ongoing 
forest defense campaigns: the An- 
cient Forest Hotline (W.A.L.L.) at 
(800) 283-5926 (leave a message 
on line two with upcoming actions 
for your campaign) and the BC 
Activist Hotline at (604) 878-4400. 
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Sum'er Events: 

• Sphynx Free State in central 
Cascadia — ongoing direct action 
NOW!, call (541) 343-7305 

• China Left (Sucker Creek) in SW 
Oregon-ongoing direct action NOW!, 
call (541) 592-4394 

• Dillon Creek in No. California-on- 
going direct action campaign after June 
19, call (707) 825-8911 

• Stoltmann Wilderness in BC (see 
separate announcement) — basecamp 
opens July 1, call (604) 733-PATH 

• Ruckus Action Training Camp in the 
Bay Area — mid July, call (406) 543-5787 

• Road Rip Show/Cascadia Forest Re- 
vue in Portland, Oregon— July 17, call 
(503) 241-4879 

• Eagle Creek Family Campouts in NW 
Oregon— July 18-20 and August 22-24, 
call (503) 241-4879 

• Wild Rockies Wilderness Week in 
Idaho— mid Aug., call (208) 882-9755 

• Earth First! Journal benefit concert 
with jTCHKUNG! in Eugene, Oregon — 
Aug. 16, call (541) 741-9191 

• Headwaters actions in northern Cali- 
fornia— Sept. 14, call (707) 468-1660 

• Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project 
in central Oregon, call about intern- 
ships (541) 468-2028 



CONCERNED 1 
SINGLES / VXj 
NEWSLETTER. 

links compatible, 
socially conscious 
singles who care 
about the earth, 
the environment, 
and a healthy 
society. 

Nationwide • All ages • Since 1984 

BOX 444-EF 

LENOX DALE, MA 01242 
or (413)445-6308 


FREE 
SAMPLE 
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Lots of NEW ECO-MUSIC 


Now in Stock! 

ALL MUSIC AND MERCHANDISE PRICES HAVE 
SHIPPINC CHARGES INCLUDED 


iTchkunc! 

iNEW? 

Didjeridu, samples, electronic noise, 
shouts, sequencing, toms, timbale, 
hubcap, washing machine tub, 12- 
gauge pump, big drums, flute, shanai, 
grinder, scrap metal, rants, bullshit, 
snare, doumbec(s), 40-gal. drums, 
nagara, lighting, violin, voice, o-daiko, . 
moving image, harmonies, bass, sonic 
textures, electronics and batterie. 

"Post World Handbook" 

Dijamy, Crashing the System, Feral, 
Solidarity, Circus Loopis, Feral, Truckstop, 
Clearcut, Hall of the Khan CD — only $15 ' 

If a Tree Falls 

aNEW! 

John Trudell, Zero, Robert Hoyt, Joanne 
Rand, Bruce Cockburn, Hank Williams, 
Jr., Buffy Sainte-Marie, Dan Fogelberg, 
Jello Biafra & Mojo Nixon, The Tinklers, 
Darryl Cherney, Alice Di Micele, The 
Wyrd Sisters, Ferron and Rumors of the 
Big Wave! TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

Timothy Hull 

iNEW! 

An uplifting travelog of environmental 
activism, Timothy's music invokes the 
spirit of the wild. 

"Brightness of Brightness" Brightest 
Angel, Twilight Songs, Tough Reckoning 

CD— $17 



Casey Neill 

With inspiring, earthy lyrics and euro- 
folk guitar, Casey is an EF! favorite (and 
an awesome dude). 

"Pawprints" All My Relations, Naked 
Underneath Your Clothes, Resistance!, The 
Power, G.O.P. TAPE— $12 
"riffraff" Disorder, Dancing on the Ruins 
(of Multinational Corporations), Flaming 
Arrows, The Codfisher, riffraff 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
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Jim Pace 

iNEW! 

A witty and talented songwriter, Jim is 
sure to open your mind and your heart. 
"More Than Anything Else In The 
World" A Sign of the Times, Valdez, Gays 
in the Military, Sinead, Bishop on the Run, 
Wages of History CD— $17 
"Whose World is This" Take Our 
Culture Back, Righteous, Beautiful Tear, 
Rig'.tt to be Wrong, Tina CD — $17 



EXIT-1 3 


Green, psychedelic music that advocates 
monkeywrenching, vegetarianism and hemp. 
"Don't Spare the Green Love" Spare the 
Wrench Surrender the Earth, My Mind's Mine, 
Gaia, Impaled CD — $12 
"Ethos Music" Earth First!, Only Protest 
Gives a Hope of Life, Reevaluate Life!, 
Disemboweling Party CD — $12 

Robert Hoyt 

Robert has impressed numerous audi- 
ences with his virtuoso guitar playing 
and homegrown lyrics. 

"Dumpster Diving Across America" 
Gasoline and Coffee, Trees, Quittin’ Time, 
Hemlock Grove, Why Should I Care 
TAPE — $12 • CD— $17 
"As American As You" 

It's One of Ours, Enough, Shovelin' Mud, 
Apple Pie, Red Mud, Good Americans 
NOW ON CD! TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

Crec Keeler 

Goofy, intelligent, country-western 
parody, Keeler's songs poke fun at 
everything worth poking fun at. 
"Enquiring Minds" An Excuse to Go 
Drinkin', House Husband Blues, Forest 
Circus, Planet of Morons TAPE — $9 
"Post-Modern Blues" Lament of the 
Laundromat, P-U-B-L-I-C L-A-N-D-S, Swiss 
Army Beatitudes TAPE — $9 
"Bad Science Fiction" 

If Bears Could Whistle, Nuclear Waste 
Blues, Duct Tape Psalm TAPE — $9 
"Talking Sweet Bye & Bye" There'll 
Come a Revolution, Death Valley Days, Idaho, 
Little Bitty Bugs TAPE — $9 
"Songs of Fishing, Sheep and 
Guns in Montana" Fossil Fuel Cowboy, 
Drinkin' My Blues Away TAPE — $9 

Pec Mil lett 

Longtime EF! activist and convicted 
monkeywrencher, Peg has one of the 
most beautiful voices you'll ever hear. 
"Clear Horizon" Live Like a Prayer, 
Living Planet, Testimony, Walk this Trail, 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Gentle Warrior" What's Left of the West, 
Forever Wild, High Plateau, There is Power, 
Wild Things TAPE— $12 


Keep It Wild! 



Keep It Wiu>! 

iNEW! 

14 songs from seven of our favorite EF! 
musicians: Darryl Cherney, Alice Di 
Micele, Robert Hoyt, Dana Lyons, Casey 
Neill, Peg Millett and Joanne Rand. 

Mixed by Robert Hoyt, designed by EF!ers 
and packaged in recycled pulp with 
vegetable ink. What more could ya want? 
"Keep It Wild!" The Beaver Song, Flaming 
Arrows, Live Like a Prayer, Remember Me, 
Earth First!, Quittin' Time, Turn of the 
Wrench, Radiation on My Windsheild, 
Defend the Earth, TV God, Dancing on the 
Ruins TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

Nb> Mudd and his 
Rustic Band 

Ned's music is neither technically nor 
politically correct. Many of the songs were 
recorded in a burned-out warehouse; but, 
hey, they sound great! 

"Fine Time in America" Suburbia Blues, 
Nation of Sheep, Vacation from the Rest of 
the World TAPE — only $8 

Only One Earth 

Original songs by Lonnquist, Oliver, 
Ostrow, Small, Cranston, Di Micele, 
Johnson, Rand, Mudd, Waldeck, Clifford, 
Keeler, Lyons, Stoltz and Grace. 

"Voices of the New Ecology" Manly 
Men, Subsidized Stumps, We Want the 
Whole Thing Back, Living on Borrowed 
Time, Warrior of the Earth TAPE — $12 

Joanne Rand 

Joanne's strong and versatile voice climbs 
and dances through her powerful songs. 
"Choosing Sides" Koyaanisqatsi, 
Privileged Class, Our Children’s Children, 

I Love It TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Home" I'll Be Washed Away, Home, 
Blood Red, Radiation on My Windshield, 
Eyes Like Salmon TAPE — $12 
"The Monkey Puzzle" (with The Little 
Big Band) Earth My Body, Wolf at the 
Door, South End Story, Song for No One 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz 

Walkin' Jim's deep, powerful voice and 
wilderness-inspired lyrics will send 
shivers down your spine. 

"The Vision" The Food Chain Song, 

Wild Wind, Thinking Like a Mountain, 
Way Out West TAPE— $9 
"A Kid for the Wild" Manfred the 
Mopey Moose, Ain't Easy Bein' an OT 
Grizzly Bear, If I Were a Tree TAPE — $9 
"Forever Wild" I Walk with the Old Ones, 
Green and Growing, Wolf Song, fust a Part of 
the Sky TAPE— $9 
"Spirit Is Still On The Run" 

All Along the Great Divide, Lone Lion Runs, 
Yellowstone Tales, Lone Coyote Ways, 

The Writing on the Rock TAPE — $9 



Tree 

Throb and thrash to the passion of Tree. 
Their hard-core version of reality is sure 
to warp yours! 

"Earth First! Profits Last!" 

Freedom Rock, Squatters Rights, Negative 
Hippie, Question Abuse, Don't Chop Me Down 
TAPE —only $7 



Alice Di Micele 

Alice is arguably the Northwest's most 
talented singer/songwriter. Her voice and 
lyrics cut straight to your heart. 

"Naked" Trouble in Mind, Make it Last, 

The TV Song, Out of Control, Pretty Blue 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Searching" Defend the Earth, 

Land of Broken Promises, Lift Us Up 

TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

"Too Controversial" American Dream, 

I Won't Say Good-bye, Everybody Needs to 
be Free TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"It's a Miracle" All or Nothing, Not for 
Sale, The God in You, First Snow, 

The Beaver Song TAPE — $12 

"Make a Change" Let it Rain, Wise Old 

Woman, Leonard Peltier, Dismantle, 

In a Gentle Way TAPE— $12 

Dana Lyons 

Dana's soulful voice and strong guitar 
convey a powerful, often humorous, 
message about the state of our world. 
"Cows with Guns" #1 Smash Hit! 
Song for Rod Coronado, Prayer for This 
Land, Native Forest Song, Geronimo 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Turn of the Wrench" Cry of the 
Forest, Dancing in the Dirt, TV God, I Saw 
Blood TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Animal" RV, I Am an Animal, Building 
One in My City, I Saw His Body, Timebomb, 
The Tree TAPE — $12 
"At Night they Howl at the Moon — 
Environmental Songs for Kids" 

(with John Seed) Willy the Wombat, The 
Tree, We Don't Want to Live in the Zoo 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

Darryl Cherney 

No one can create a campaign song as 
fast as Darryl. He's a campfire favorite. 
"Timber" Who Bombed Judi Bari?, 
Arizona Power Lines, Earth Night Action, 
Which Side Are You On? TAPE— $12 
"They Sure Don't Make Hippies Like 
They Used To!" Free the Dead, Spike a 
Tree for Jesus, We're All Dead Ducks, 

Xerox the Money TAPE — $12 
"I Had to Be Bom This Century" 

Earth First!, Mosquito Party, It's CAMP, 
Ballad of the BLM, Where Are We Gonna 
Work When the Trees Are Gone?, Dave 
Foreman Called on the Ice Age This Year 
TAPE— $12 






Barth First / Trinkets amv Snake Oil 


JEWELRY 

Inch-long, highly detailed silver morikeywrenches 
made by a movement artist who melts down 
silverware she liberates from the CEOs of multi- 
national corporations. Very stylish. 

• Dangle earring— $12 each 

• Post earring — $10 each 

• Lapel pin/tie tack — $10 

• Pendant on silver chain — $15 

T-SHIRTS 

(All t-shirts are 100% cotton and available in medium, 
large and extra large. For XXL, add an additional $3.) 

ARM&WRENCH (NOWIN STOCK!) 

•NEW* Multi-color on Yellow/Gold — $15 

EACLE 

•NEW* Black on Unbleached — $12 

EARTH FIRST! FIST 

Black Fist on Kelly Green — $12 
Multi-color on Forest Green — $15 
Multi-color on Black — $1 5 
Green on Unbleached — $12 
•NEW* Green with White on Black — $12 

EARTH FIRST! TOOLS 

Black on Unbleached — $12 

NO FUCKINC COMPROMISE 

White on Black — $12 

VISUALIZE DIRECT ACTION 

Black and White on Unbleached — $12 


Classic EF! Journal BACK ISSUES for 
sale! Most dates available back until 1984. 
Send $3 per issue and specify issues wanted. 
Order now. while supplies last. 


BUMPER - 
STICKERS 

A Us bumperjFttckery $1 . 00 

indict 

NEW! -END CORPORATE DOMINANCE 
NEW! I'M POLLUTING THE PLANET 
AVEW7-MONKEYWRENCH THE MILLENNIUM 

•AMERICAN WILDERNESS: 

LOVE IT OR LEAVE IT ALONE 
•ANOTHER MORMON ON DRUGS 
-'ANTI-GRAZING ASSORTMENT 
(ON NON-REMOVABLE PAPER @ 53/DOZ) 

•COPULATE DONT POPULATE 
•DARWIN (WORDS INSIDE FISH W/ LECS) 
■DEVELOPERS GO BUILD IN HELL 
•DONT LIKE ENVIRONMENTALISTS? 

PUT THEM OUT OF WORK 
•DREAM BACK THE BISON, SING BACK THE SWAN 
•EARTH FIRST! 

•HAYDUKE LIVES! 

■I’D RATHER BE MONKEYWRENCHING 
•IF YOUR PECKER WAS AS SMALL AS MINE, 

YOU'D NEED A MUSCLE WAGON, TOO 
(ON NON-REMOVABLE PAPER @.50 EA) 

■LOVE YOUR MOTHER, DONT BECOME A FATHER 
•LOVE YOUR MOTHER, DONT BECOME ONE 
•NATIVE (W/ BLUE AND CREEN EARTH GRAPHIC) 
•NATURE BATS LAST 
•NOT POLITICALLY CORRECT 
•PAY YOUR RENT, WORK FOR THE EARTH 
•QUESTION TECHNOLOGY 
•REAL MEN DONT SHOOT WOLVES . 

•REAL MEN GET VASECTOMIES 
•RESIST MUCH, OBEY LITTLE 
•SAVE THE DAMMED SALMON 
■SAVE THE WILD 
•STOP CLEARCUTTING 
■STOP CLEARCUTTING 
(NON-REMOVABLE PAPER @ .50 EA) ' 

■STOP PUBLIC LANDS RANCHING 
•STOP THE FOREST SERVICE, 

SAVE OUR WILD COUNTRY 
•SUBVERT THE DOMINANT PARADIGM 
•THANK YOU FOR NOT BREEDING 
■THINK GLOBALLY, ACT LOCALLY 
•VISUALIZE INDUSTRIAL COLLAPSE 



hdcDRE ER ! ’PA'RAPHENIALIA. 


FIST PATCH 

Quality 3-inch patches for your 
daypack, jacket or your butt! 
Earth First! Fist— $3 

RUBBER STAMPS 

Sturdy wood-block stamps 
made from unfinished scrap. 
Earth First! Fist— $5 
Earth First! Tools — $ 5 


FIST CAPS 

Block harmful UV radiation 
and look damn cool doing it! 
Collect all four! 

(100% cotton, adjustable) 
Tan — $12 
Desert Camo — $12 
Brown Forest Camo — $12 
Green Forest Camo — $12 


SILENT ACITATORS 

Little 1.5-inch stickers good for 
your bike or your bulldozer. 

Earth First! Fist—30/$2 
Earth First! Tools— 30/$2 
No Deal, Assholes — 30/$2 

WINDOW STICKERS 

3-inch stickers for high visability 

EF! Fist-4/$l • Anti-Grazing-8/$l 


BOOKS 

ANARCHIST FARM 

By fane Doe. Fiction, 192 pages — $10 

THE BIC OUTSIDE 

A Descriptive Inventory of the Big 
Wilderness areas of the United States 

By Dave Foreman & Howie Wolke. Maps, list of areas 
by size and state, 490 pages — $17 

DESERT SOLITAIRE 

A Season in the Wilderness 

By Edward Abbey. Nonfiction, 295 pages — $6 

EARTH FIRST! SONCBOOK 

77 songs/33 artists/guitar chords/info — $10 

ECODEFENSE: 

A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching 

By Dave Foreman and Bill Haywood. Extensively revised, 
expanded third edition. Ned Ludd Books, 350 pages — $18 

THE END OF NATURE 

By Bill McKibben. 226 pages — $12 

CREEN RACE 

Radical Environmentalism and the 
Unmaking of Civilization 

By Christopher Manes. Index, bibliography and foot- 
notes. 291 pages — $15 

CRIZZLY YEARS 

In Search of the American Wilderness 

By Doug Peacock. Photos, trade paperback, 375 pages — $13 

THE MONKEYWRENCH CANC 

By Edward Abbey. Fiction, 387 pages — $7 

REFUCE 

An Unnatural History of Family and Place 

By Terry Tempest Williams. Bird species list, 304 pages— $12 

A SAND COUNTY ALMANAC 

with Essays on Conservation 
from Round River 

By Aldo Leopold. Special edition, 295 pages — $10 

THINK LIKE A MOUNTAIN 

Towards a Council of All Beings 

By John Seed, Joanna Macy, Pat Fleming, Arne Naess. 
Illustrated by Dailan Pugh. 128 pages — $10 

WASTE OF THE WEST 

Public Lands Ranching 

By Lynn Jacobs. Contact list, statistics, 500-item bibliog- 
raphy, over 1,000 illustrations (photos, cartoons, graph- 
ics, charts, maps). Large paperback, 602 pages — $28 

WILDERNESS ON THE ROCKS 

By Howie Wolke. Ned Ludd Books, 240 pages — $15 


Send for a FREE copy of our 
COMPLETE MERCHANDISE catalog! 


EF! MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM 

QUANTITY DESCRIPTION 



CLIP AND SEND TO: EF! MERCHANDISE, 
POB 1415 , EUCENE, OR 97440 USA 

Color Size Price 


II 





H 










■i 





■i 





1 





TOTAL 

NAME STREET 



CITY- 


STATE 


ZIP_ 


.COUNTRY. 


FOREIGN ORDERS 
ADD 15% 


ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY. CALL US AT (541) 741-9191 IF YOU HAVENT RECEIVED YOUR ORDER BYTHEN. PLEASE USE THIS FORM FOR ORDERING. THANKS! 

I 1 
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Northwest Rendezvous T-shirts For Sale! 

Great Art • Cheap Prices • Unique Color Combinations 

All shirts have multi-color inks. Olive, pumpkin, yellow 
or mustard shirt with grey, yellow or black ink. Give 2 
color combination choices. LG, XL and XXL only. 

$8 fori • $13 for 2 • $18 for 3!!! 

Send $ to EFIJ, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440. 




r . OL. 





back art 


HUMANURE 

HANDBOOK a guide to composting human manure 

198 pages, perfectbound, Indexed, Ulus. 

"An aco-luddite, anarchist's potty training manual." (Earth First! Journal) 

"Finally we have a comprehensive book on recycling human excrement without chemicals, 
high technology, or pollution. Well written, practical, and thoroughly researched. . . “ (Whole 

t Earth Review) 

“This book answers every question anyone could have about 
managing a compost toilet and compost pile." (Waterworks) 

s provides a convincing case that human waste can and should be a 
safe composting material." (Mother Earth News) 

". . . almost certain to become a classic in its field. This book should 
be required reading ...” (Countryside Journal) 

.outrageous humor and brilliant, diligent research. This is one book 
that could save the world!" (Permaculture Drylands Journal) 
$23.00 postpaid JENKINS PUBLISHING 
PO BOX 607, GROVE CITY, PA 16127 
800-689-3233 (2copies = $38 ppd) 

Check out our web site at 
http://www.JenkinsPublishing.com 



Recycled T> a/h Company 

The Recycled Trash Company offers T-shirts made from reclaimed 
cotton, dyed with low impact dyes, styled with our graphics, or our 
plain basic tee. Either way, our unique individually rolled packaging 
with hang tag is a perfect point of purchase. Our educational hang tag 
stresses the importance and benefits of recycling. We also provide 
custom printing on adult and youth sizes for organizations, schools 
and businesses. Wholesale inquiries welcome. 

Free catalog 1 -800-53-TRASH, e-mail: recycietrash@earthlink.net 



Un-natural Menstruation !! 


Toxic Shock Artificial Fragrances 

Dioxins Millions of T ons of Garbage 

• v » o ■ | 

Just some of the "benefits" offered to Women by the trans-national 
makers of Disposable pads. There are health and planet Positive 
alternatives; Many Moons is proud to offer Women: 


CEO 

Washable Pad 
with "wings" 


1 00 % Cotton UUoshoble Menstrual Pads/Panty liners 
The ‘Keeper 1 Natural Gum Rubber Menstrual Cup 
Non-chlorine bleached single use products 


Free brochure - Call Toll-Free 1-800-916-4444 (24hr/day) 


Many Moons 

Box 59, 15 -1594 Fairfield Rd 

Victoria, BC, Canada, V8S 1G0 (we ship worldwide) 


Menstrual Cup 


* t’s just not the same without E, the 
1 independent, award-winning environ- 
mental magazine, written for people just like 
YOU who have concerns about the planet 
and want to know what you can do to help 
bring about improvements. 

Every issue of E is jam-packed with solid, 
up-to-date news and feature stories on key 
environmental issues and trends — PLUS 
loads of resources and lifestyle tips to help 
you on your way to being part of the solution. 


| iiSMou:i • Kiijm *L« • -iiJ* <t5t* • :* 

|«P" -ft-i 

'fCLOBAl 


FARM I 


‘ ■. • ' i - tj6 s 



n YES! Hand me my f REE: tet»uc of E/The Environmental Magazine and enter my trial eubucription. If I like 
It. HI pay your Wi for jum. tX) tor a one year subscription (6 issues total). If i fails to meet my expectations, 
ril write “canceT on the bill and return it with no further obligation 

a BONUS! (I want to make an impact now. fiy subscribing and including my $20 check today. E will give 
me an EX1KA ISSUE FRIT (7 In ull). It& E*s way of saying “Thank you" for saving the paper used for billing.) 

I I Tm already a subscriber. 

MUrett, 5 Extend my current subscription. 

® Mail to: E Magazine, TO. Sox 2047. 

Oty State /Ip 5 Marion. OH 43160S 


Whether you want to simply learn to live 
more lightly on the Earth — or join In the 
battles to protect rainforests, fight danger- 
ous pesticides or save wildlife — E will 
inform and inspire you six times per year 
with information not found anywhere else. 


“Whetr have I been to miss such an 
outstanding publication, one that 
eo inspires and enable© personal action 
and Inwhementr 

— , — Dear, Whitehead. 


West Hollywood, CA 

ISSUE 


S § FAST ACTIO 


0 0 - 9 6 7 - 6 5 7 2 


Mow ‘bout a subscription to Earth First!, the Radical Environmental Journal? 


clip and send to 


Earth First! Journal, Subscriptions, POB H15, Eugene, OR 97410 USA 

1 O $500 Lifetime Subscription 


% 


(ZZ) $25 Regular Rate 

(ZZ) $20 Low Income/Non-Profit/Library 

CZ) $35 (US$) Surface Mail, International 

O S DONATION 

Subscriber Name 


O $35 First Class Mail: US, Canada or Mexico 
O $35 Brown Bag (First Class in a plain wrapper) 

(Z) $45 (US$) Air Mail, International (no foreign checks, please) 
O $45 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 


Address 
City 


State 


Zip. 


Country 


The Earth First! Journal subscription list is confidential and never traded. If you use an alias, make sure that the 
post office knows that you, or someone, is getting mail at your address under that name or it may not be delivered. 
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Earth First! Directory 


Blue Heron EF! 

Reed Coll. SAO, Portland, OR 97202 


EF! Projects 
6 Campaigns 


ALASKA 

Michael A. Lewis 

POB 80073, Fairbanks, AK 99708 

Mike or Billie 

POB 6197, Sitka, AK 99835 

ARIZONA 

Phoenix EF! 

POB 8795, Phoenix, AZ 85066 
Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! AZEF! Newsletter 
POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 
Bradshaw EF! 

220 Grove, Prescott, AZ 86301 

Ponderosa Wingnuts 

2155 E. Maple #17, Flagstaff, AZ 86004 

(520) 774-6542, reg3dana.ucc.nau.edu 

CALIFORNIA 

Northcoast EF! 

POB 4796, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 269-8325 
Redwood Action Team 
Darryl Cherney 

POB 34, Garberville, Ecotopia 95542 
(707) 923-DEMO 
Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 95407 
(707) 523-1229 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 

Bay Area EF! Hotline (510) 848-8724 

Wiley Coyote 

POB 74283, Davis, CA 95617 
Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 
POB 73063, Davis, CA 95617 
(916) 753-1678 
Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-3205 

Santa Barbara EF! 

POB 12799, Santa Barbara, CA 93107 
Orange County EF! 

POB 4960-593, Irvine, CA 92616-4960 
Los Angeles EF! 

POB 4381, N. Hollywood, CA 91617 

(818) 569-5592 

Auto-Free Long Beach 

1776 Ohio Ave, Long Beach, CA 90804 

Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, #102, Pasadena, CA 91107 
(909) 422-1637 
Mojave EF! 

POB 492, Lancaster, CA 93584 
(805) 948-6291 
mojaveef@envirolink.org 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 7745, San Diego, CA 92107 

(619) 226-7325 or 740-1174 

sdef@envirolink.org 

COLORADO 

Walkabout 

POB 1166, Boulder, CO 80306 
(303) 938-1677, mjl@nilenet.com 
San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 

aq@freenet.uchse.edu 

Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 
The Wild Ranch Review 
POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Gunnison Basin EF! 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Culebra EF! 

POB 386, San Luis, CO 81152 

FLORIDA 
Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Alachua EF! 

POB 1638, Alachua, FL 32616 
(904) 462-3374 

G EORG IA 

Students for Environmental Awareness 
Univ. of Georgia, Tate Student Center 
Athens, GA 30602 

IDAHO 

Northern Rockies Preservation 
POB 625, Boise, ID 83701 
(208) 345-8077 
Cove/Mallard Coalition 
POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843 
(208) 882-9755, fax 883-0727 
cove @moscow.com 
ILLINOIS 
Chicago EF! 

POB 6424, Evanston, IL 60204 
Red Buffalo EF! 

POB 185, Normal, IL 61761 
Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 549-7387 

IQ.WA 

Tallgrass Prairie EF! 

POB 1503, Iowa City, IA 52244 
jjquig@blue.uiowa.edu 


MAINE 
Maine EF! 

POB 183, Harmony, ME 04942 
Wassumkeag EF! 

POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 
MARYLAND 
Anacostia-Rock Creek EF! 

POB 5625, Takoma Park, MD 20913 
(301) 270-0857 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Mass EF! 

POB 708, Littleton, MA 01460-2708 
Martha's Vineyard EF! 

RR 1, Box 381A 

Martha's Vineyard, MA 02568 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

MINNESOTA 

Big Woods EF! 

c/o Arise Bookstore 

2441 Lyndale South, Mnpls, MN 55405 

(612) 871-7110, paarise@mtn.org 

MISSOURI 

Ray O McCall 

Rt 1, Box 89 

Mountain Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 

(573) 443-6832 

74747.2052@compuserve.com 

Chinquapin Resistance 

POB 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163 

(314) 772-6463 

MONTANA 

Northern Rockies Biodiversity Project 
POB 4431, Whitefish, MT 59937 
(406) 862-4945 
Wild Rockies EF! 

POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-5733 (message #) 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
Bison Action Group 
POB 7326, Bozeman, MT 59771 
(406) 586-9141 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Rd, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
New Hampshire EF! 

POB 4101, Portsmouth, NH 03802 
NEW IERSEY 

PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Project 
POB 506, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 
(201) 748-4322 
Green Vigilance 

46 E. Monroe, Mt. Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

NEW MEXICO 

Land of Disenchantment EF! 

POB 72295, Albuquerque, NM 87195 

New Mexico Direct Action 

POB 22488, Santa Fe, NM 87502-2488 

(505) 988-8128 

NEW YORK 

Wetlands Preserve 

James Hansen 

161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-5244, fax 925-8715 
Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
(516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

532 Portage Rd, 1st Floor 
Niagara Falls, NY 14301-1936 
(716) 282-7777 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 

OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

17305 Grovewood Ave 
Cleveland, OH 44119 
(216) 383-9985 
Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 17, Univ. of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 
(513) 281-6892 
Oberlin EF! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 
OEARTHFIRST@oberlin.edu 
Hock-Hocking Watershed EF! 

8 N. Court St # 307, Athens, OH 45701 
(614) 594-6400 
Piankasha EF! 

7992 Hopper Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45255 

OREGON 

Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 343-7305 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386 
Cascadia Rising! 

POB 9554, Bend, OR 97708 
Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 


(503) 771-1112x7875 
Kangaroo EF! 

POB 332, Williams, OR 97544 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburg, PA 15217 
Antoinette Dwinga 
842 Library Ave, Carnegie, PA 15106 
Scott Thiele 

RD 4, 237-A Elk Ln, Montrose, PA 18801 
Allegheny Defense Project 
POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214 
(814) 226-4918, adp@envirolink.org 

TENNESSEE 
Katuah EF! 

Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 624-3939 
Katuah EF! 

1414 Highland Ave, Knoxville, TN 37916 

TEXAS 

EF! Austin 

POB 7292, Univ. Stn, Austin, TX 78713 
(512) 478-7666, entropy@eden.com 
Corpus Christi EF! 

4114 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 
East Texas EF! 

Rt 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 

UTAH 

Autonomy House 

POB 11015, SLC.UT 84147 

Wild Wasatch Front 

847 W 700 S, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 
POB 804, Burlington, VT 05402 
VIRGINIA 
Virginia EF! 

Rt 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 

(540) 885-6983 

Massive Retaliation 

2129 General Booth Blvd #253 

Virginia Beach, VA 23454-5872 

PAW Southwest Virginia 

POB 13192, Roanoke, VA 24031-3192 

(540) 982-0492 

WASHINGTON 

Jeanette Russell 

Bellingham, WA (360) 647-1680 
Seattle EF! 

POB 85541, Seattle, WA 98145 
ph/fax (206) 632-2954, can@scn.org 
Olympia EF! 

POB 12391, Olympia, WA 98508 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 

Rt 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 

(304) 754-9161 

WISCONSIN! 

Midwest Headwaters Action 
Midwest Headwaters Journal 
731 State St, Madison, W1 53711 
(608) 255-8765 or 250-8378 
The Old Man 

235 Travis, Wisconsin Rapids, W1 54495 

(715) 423-5636 

North Forests EF! 

c/o Grassroots Collective 

748 Algoma Blvd, Oshkosh, WI 54901 

(414) 424-0265 

Bay Area North Guard 

POB 116, Washburn, WI 54891 

(715) 373-2717 

Driftless EF! c/o WPA 

POB 2761, LaCrosse, WI 54602-2761 

(608) 782-6997 

Sand County EF! 

POB 992, Stevens Point, WI 54481 


Send address changes to: 

EF! J. POB M15 
Eugene. OR 97dd0 


Jail Support 

Rod Coronado 
03895-000, FC1 Unit SW 
8901 S. Wilmot Rd. 

Tucson, AZ 85706 USA 
Direct Action Defense Fund 
POB 57357 

Tucson, AZ 85732-7357 USA 
(520) 795-5171 
National Activist Network 
POB 19515 

Sacramento, CA 95819 USA 
(916) 452-7179 
North American ALF 
Support Group 
Box 69597, 5845 Yonge. St. 
Willowdale, Ontario 
M2M 4K3 Canada 


The Boycott Quarterly 
POB 30727, Seattle, WA 98103 
Bison Action Group 
4880 S. 19, Bozeman, MT 59718 
Cascadia Fire Ecology 
Education Project 
POB 3563, Eugene, OR 97403 
Coast Watch 


End Corporate Dominance 

POB 7292, Austin, TX 78713 
(512) 478-7666, entropy@eden.com 
Ranching Task Force 
POB 5784, Tucson, AZ 85703 
(520) 791-2913 


Sea Defense Alliance (SeDnA) 
POB 67121, Scotts Valley, CA S ' 

POB 181 1, Rockland, ME 04841 Genetic Alert/Wise Use ’ 

Cold Mountain, POB 2182 , Berkeley, CA 9470 

Cold Rivers Video Project halcarl@rahul.net 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 Warrior Poets Society 
(406)728-0867 ASUCBox361 




International EF! Directory 


AUSTRALIA 

Rainforest Information Centre 

POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 

(066) 21 85 05 

EF! Australia 

Canopy, POB 1738QGPO 

Melbourne 3001, Victoria 

(03) 354-7972, fax (03) 416-2081 

CANADA 

Coast Mountains EF! 

1472 Commercial Drive, Box 128 

Vancouver, BC V5L 3X9 

(604) 708-9660 

EF! Prince George 

Box 1762, Prince George, BC V2L 4V7 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 
VALLEYWATCH! 

Group 8, Box 8, RR1 

Winlaw, BC V0G 2V0 

EF! Manitoba 

15-222 Osborne St. South 

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3L 1Z3 

(204) 453-9052 

EF! Toronto 

POB 70, 1576 Queen St. West 
Toronto, Ontario M6R 1A6 
(416) 698-6343 
EF! Ottawa 
Box 4612 Station E 
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 
Autonomous Green Action 
POB 4721, Station E 
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H9 
di695@freenet.carleton.ca 
EF! Montreal, Diffusion Noire 
c/o Librairie Alternative 
2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 
Montreal, PQ H2X 2T3 
EIRE 

An Talamh Glas c/o Anne 
Abbey St., Ballinrobe 
County Mayo 

ENGLAND 

Over 30 EF! groups exist in England; 
for a list, contact: 

EF! Action Update, Dept 29, 

1 Newton St., Manchester Ml 1HW; 
(0161) 224 4846; 
actionupdate@gn.apc.org 
Oxford EF! 

Box E, 1 1 1 Magdalen Rd., 

Oxford, OX4 IRQ, (01865) 791391 
South Downs EF!, Dead Trees EF! 
and Do or Die 

6 Tilbury Place, Brighton BN2 2GY 
savage@easynet.co.uk 
http://www.hrc.wmin.ac.uk/ 
campaigns/earthfirst.html 

FRANCE 

Eco-Action/EF! France 

44 Rue de Gesvres, F-60 000 Beauvais 

(+33) 03 44 45 26 22, fax 45 26 25 


GERMANY 
EF! Germany 

c/o Avalon, Friedrich-Ebert Str 24 
45127 Essen 

INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 
Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok PATNA-800 001 
Bihar, Post Box 229 
PHILIPPINES 
Ariel Betan, Green Forum 
3rd Floor, Liberty Building 
Pasay Rd., Makati, Metro Manila 
(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 
Volunteers for Earth Defense 
189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 
1105 Quezon City 
POLAND 

Workshop For All Beings 
ul. Modrzewskiego 29/3 
43-300 Bielsko, Biala 
fax 0048-30-29496 

RUSSIA 

Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod 603082 
(8312) 34-32-80, tretyput@glas.apc.org 
Rainbow Keepers (Moscow) 

(095) 954-91-93, rk@glas.apc.org 
ECODEFENSE! 

Moskovsky prospekt 120-34236006 
Kaliningrad/Koenigsburg 
ph/fax +7 (0112) 43 72 86 
ecodefense@glas.apc.org 

SCOTLAND 
Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 
44 (0)41 636 1924/339 8009 
fax 44 (0)41 424 3688 
scotree@gn.apc.org 

SLOVAKIA 
Earth First! 

A. Hlinku 11, 96001 Zvolen 
kolenka@uvt.tuzvo.sk 

SPAIN 

Manuel A. Demandes 

Taller de E. A. A. CURUXA 

J. B. Xelmirer J, Campus Universitario 

1570 S Santiago 

(81) 584321, fax (81) 584533 

SWEDEN 

Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg 

UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 
c/o Nadia Shevchenko 
Glushkova 17-22, Kiev 252187 
+7 (044) 252-48-22, 
nadia@gluk.apc.org 


Green 

Phone Phacfs 

from 


Affinity 


Long Distance 


Affinity Long Distance 
guarantees a 10% rate-reduction 
on your phone bill. 

Plus, Affinity will give 5% of your 
bill to the Earth First! Journal— 
a gift that keeps on giving. 

For more info, write the Journal at 
POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440. 
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Daily Planet Publishing 

Earth First! Journal 

POB 1415 

Eugene, OR 97440 USA 

Address Correction Requested 
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Nuxalk Nation Blockades Logging 



by Gavin Edwards 

When they clearcut our ancient 
rainforests they clearcut the Nuxalk 
culture. As they clearcut Ista, which is 
sacred to the Nuxalk, they are clearcut- 
ting our history. 

— Hereditary Nuxalk Chief Nuximlayc 

In Bella Coola, British Columbia (BC), 
Collette Schooner, a Nuxalk Nation 
youth, sits atop a 30-foot tripod block- 
ing access to a logging road into Ista. 
She is surrounded by a sea of stumps 
stretching some 80 acres off into the 
distance and can observe streams cut 
right to the bank, choked with slash 
from logging. Further down the road, 
some 50 people have joined together, 
including hereditary chiefs, a band 
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councilor and other Nuxalk. Head He- 
reditary Chief Nuximlayc invited envi- 
ronmentalists to help stop the desecra- 
tion of Ista. Forest Action Network's 
campaign boat and Greenpeace's Moby 
Dick are anchored nearby providing 
support. Still more protesters can be 
seen across the valley, perched high on 
a grapple yarder, dwarfed by another 
huge clearcut. Welcome to Ista, where 
First Nations and environmentalists 
are again working together to protect 
the land from clearcutting. 

In 1995, Ista was the site of a huge 
action where 22 people were arrested 
for peacefully blockading Interna- 
tional Forest Products (Interfor) from 
punching a road into the heart of the 
Great Bear Rainforest. 


A lot has happened since then. Ev- 
ery major BC environmental group is 
now working up among the fjords on 
the coast. The relationship between 
caring First Nations people and envi- 
ronmentalists has grown. 

Further south down the coast, al- 
most every valley is scarred by roads 
and clearcuts. Three huge clearcuts 
totaling almost 200 acres now scar 
this once -pristine rainforest. Interfor 
plans to clearcut 11 more swaths of 
rainforest from Ista in the next three 
years. They also have plans to log at 
least seven more of the remaining 
intact valleys in Nuxalk territory 
within the next 10 years. 

The Nuxalk Nation lost 80 percent 
of their population when white set- 
tlers spread small-pox a century ago. 
They have witnessed 22 salmon runs 
go extinct in the Bella Coola Valley. 
Their ancestors' graves have been des- 
ecrated. Their timber has been stolen 
by successive generations and their 
community suffers 80 percent un- 
employment. Respite all this, they 
stand proud, unfailing in their vi- 
sion. Their strength and laughter 
despite such odds, after decades of 
abuse, can only be described as re- 
markable. Not all Nuxalk bands sup- 
port the blockade. Some are instead 
trying to negotiate with Interfor to 
clearcut part of their territory in re- 
turn for a handful of jobs. 

Following the blockade, a media 
frenzy occurred. However, main- 
stream media rarely mention that 
Ista is a rainforest valley of great 
spiritual importance to the Nuxalk. 

continued on page 24 


The Death of the 
National Forests 

by Alexander Cockburn and 
Jeffrey St. Clair 

It's heartbreaking to say it, but if you 
care about the national forests of the 
United States, it looks like the whole 
ball-game is just about over. Using the 
pretext of catastrophic fire and the 
slippery techniques of "consensus- 
building," the forest destroyers are 
even now pushing through Congress 
a bill to double the amount of logging 
in national forests in the California 
Sierra. What's bad for the Sierra will be 
even worse for the forests of Idaho, 
Alaska and Oregon, where timber lob- 
bies are far more potent. If you take 
320 million board feet a year off the 
Sierra, you can probably triple that 
amount in prolific forests of Oregon, 
which is precisely what Rep. Bob 
Smith, chairman of the House Agri- 
culture Committee that oversees the 
Forest Service, is proposing to do. 

On July 26, President Biil ciinton 
will descend upon Lake Tahoe and 
there he hopes to sign a law whose 
very name should send chills down 
the spines of all experienced friends of 
nature: the Quincy Library Group For- 
est Restoration Act. At Clinton's el- 
bow will stand the midwife of this 
awful legislation: Senator Dianne 
Feinstein. At stake here is some the 
last intact forest in John Muir's Range 
of Light in the California Sierra, beau- 
tiful stretches of Douglas-fir, the last 
prime forest habitat in the state. 

On July 9 the House passed a bill 
that will double the amount of log- 
ging on nearly three million acres of 
national forest land in the Sierra moun- 
tains near Lake Tahoe. Known as the 
Quincy Library Group bill, it is the 
ultimate symbol of how the consen- 
sus process works and how eager the 
Congress is to follow its dictates. 

The bill was crafted by a group of 
conservationists, timber industry reps 
and pillars of the Quincy community, 
a small town on the Feather River in 
the western foothills of the Sierras. 
After five years of mutual back scratch- 
ing the Quincy Library Group devel- 
oped their own timber management 
plan for three nearby national forests: 
Lassen, Plumas and Tahoe. 

Fear of fire was central to their strat- 
egy. They knew full well that fire is the 
abiding dread of the gambling mag- 
nates and prosperous homeowners 
around Lake Tahoe. Playing on these 
fears, the Library Group said that the 
only way to combat a costly inferno is 
to push through an accelerated log- 
ging program. 

The excuse comes in the following 
guise: a need to carve a network of 
fire breaks inside the three national 
continued on page 25 


Super Heroes Against Genetix — Its Not Just Cricket 


BY JO-JO TATO 

A sporting new tradition may have started in England, 
thanks to the ground-breaking work done in a genetically 
engineered (GE) potato field test site just outside Cam- 
bridge by a bunch of eager cricketeers known as Super 
Heroes against Genetix. 

The uniformed team refused to let the absence of basic 
equipment interfere with their enthusiasm for the game. 
They substituted potatoes for the traditional red cricket balls 
and had a field day, in spite of muddy playing grounds and 
a "sticky wicket." Cricket being what it is, most of the balls 
were smashed to bits, and the rest lost in the upturned field. 
In fact, the entire GE potato crop was destroyed. Never one 
to wallow in the mire of self-pity, Captain Chromosome, a 
Super Heroes spokesperson, said "The Test Match proved a 
huge success if somewhat one-sided — we fielded a game of 
some thirty Super Heroes whilst the Cambridge team didn't 
even show up. It simply isn't cricket." 

Similar actions against GE foods are occurring throughout 
Europe, especially in Germany where activists have used 
everything from demonstrations and test field squats to 
large-scale crop destruction (usually attributed to strange 
windy nights and unexplained crop circles). The cricket 
action, however, is thought to have been Britain's first 


nonviolent direct action on a GE test-site. 

When informed of the outcome of the match, Plant Breed- 
ers International (PBI) Director, Norman Killiam, expressed 
disbelief at the score, "I don't see how this is possible." He 
claimed that the destroyed crop was not genetically engi- 
neered, but was instead "normal," demonstrating that even 
PBI recognizes GE foods as "abnormal." 

The targeted potatoes contained an antibiotic resistance 
gene that has also been put into engineered maize. The 
introduction of this gene into plants is actively opposed by 
Austria, Luxembourg, Italy and France, and does not have the 
support of any country in the European Union. 

Serious concerns about GE foods are numerous. Genes from 
manipulated plants can be transferred to wild and cultivated 
relatives via the usual pollination methods and through 
human transport. Genes from GE plants can also transfer to 
microorganisms, and microorganisms can transfer genes to 
other, unrelated microorganisms through several different 
mechanisms. All GE plants contain the Cauliflower Mosaic 
Virus, a vims related to the Hepatitis B virus in humans. Used 
as a "switch" to activate the foreign genes that have been 
introduced in the crops, this virus recombines with others to 
create stronger strains. Genetic pollution from GE crops has 
a frightening potential to wreak havoc on eco- systems and 
the process of evolution itself. 
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Everybody's Got Something to Say ... 


You may be wondering what this deranged diatribe of 
disorder appearing in the editorial column is all about. With 
the Rendezvous, an office move and the Salmon river calling 
our staff to myriad places, time to thoughtfully compose an 
editorial has been scant. Please understand, dear reader, that 
this lunacy is the invention of possibly the most 
chaotic Journal staff in history. With my cohorts 
being a nutty, mellow woman who chain-smokes 
cigarrettes so cheap they're essentially rolls of 
newpaper shred and cage lining, another half- 
pint live-wire of a gal and her teething puppy 
sidekick (maybe Kooshee should have written 
the editorial about masticating my bicycle 
helmet), a Longhaired devourer of all 
things organic and strange who's blood 
runs a rabid camouflauge, a droll fella 
with an eight-inch pompadour and a gradu- 
ate of the school of "manana," and a mis- 
understood combatant of worldly evil who, 
in his own sweet, predatorial way, just wants 
everyone to get along, it's shocking this went 
to press at all. 

— Ayelet Hines 

I would like to start by saying that I hate 
humans. They scare the shit out of me and make me 
mad. They come up with stupid shit like the Quincy Library 
Plan and Holistic Resource Management and act like they 
did something good. I don 't like that. So I hate 'em, hate 'em 
all.’ Except the ones 1 like. Most of are good at entertaining 
me, making me laugh. Humor. I like that. Thejournal could 
use more humor. Some humans in the movement could use 
a sense of humor. Because they think that if they have a 
problem with another movement human — or ten — it should 
be a serious, public movement matter. Which it ain't neces- 
sarily. So that makes me mad. Which I don't like. But since 
I have a sense of humor, it also makes me laugh. Which I like. 
Biocentrism. I like that. 

— Roxane George 

"Sleeping during the day produces no benefit, but neither does 
it cause resentments or give rise to quarrels or lawsuits." 

— Master Ge Hong, 220 A.D. 

— -James Johnston 



So when only having a paragraph to rant I chose to speak 
to the issue of women's empowerment. I'm talking about 
how women cansupport each other. I don't think that all 
the "bad shit" that happens to women in the movement is 
caused by men. It's not all about "gender issues" and 
"power dynamics." A big problem I have is that women 
don't back each other up. This doesn't mean you have to 
back up something you don't agree with just because 
it came from another women. Just use your voice 
and let the group know what you think. Take a stand 
and don't back down!!!! Confront shit as it is hap 
pening. Don't stew about it and bring it up, some- 
times years later, at a women's circle. That's a really 
good way to have a lot of us women never attend 
another one. Women come in all different kinds of 
style, we need to honor diversity! 

— Cathie Berrey 


Working on the Earth First! Journal 
is like blocking a logging road 
with enough wingnuts to actually win 

— John Bowling 

I would just like to say thank you. Thanks to the 
RRR organizing committee for putting on a kick- 
ass rendezvous. Thanks to all the locals who attended the 
rendezvous and brought us food, beer and homemade 
wine. Thanks to the Rendezvous kitchen crew for three 
meals a day. Thanks to Patrick and Ashley for helping us 
relate to each other. Thanks to the Crandon Police and 
Forest County Sheriffs for helping us further publicize the 
Exxon mine by arresting peaceful protesters. Thanks to the 
Mole Lake tribes for supporting the post-rendezvous ac- 
tion by giving us sanctuary and food. Thanks to all the 
hobos who helped get dozens of us to and from the 
rendezvous safely. Thanks to Patagonia, the Fund for Wild 
Nature and others who have sent support our way. Thanks 
to all the folks in Eugene who help us or at least tolerate us. 
Thanks to all the folks who helped the EF!J move into a new 
office! Thanks to the current batch of short-termers who 
had to deal with the most chaotic issue of the Journal ever. 

— Jim Flynn 




^auna Qabala 


Fauna, n. animal life. 

Cabala, n. an esoteric, secret matter or 
mysterious art. 


Over 7,000 beetle species have shit for brains. Dung 
beetles (superfamily Scarabaeoidea), who rival the entire 
class of birds in species number, have for 250 million 
years exploited the nutritionally-rich resource that drops 
from intestinal tracks. Before dung beetles flourished 
with the radiation of mammals, their ancestors may well 
have trooped after terrestrial dinosaurs. Modern beetles 
locate excrement by odor, and for those who eat monkey 
poo, that peculiar thud on the forest floor. Thereafter, 
beetles eat, bury, steal, and otherwise frolic among the 
fecal matter according to their specialty. 

Dung beetles are of three behavioral types: dwellers, 
rollers, and tunnelers. Dwellers set up their household in 
dung, feasting and ovipositing in the fresh globs. Rollers 
mold fecal balls and roll them away; tunnelers sequester 
caches of excrement beneath the pat. Both rollers and 


by Faith Walker 

tunnelers make nests by burying poop for baby food, and 
can provide elaborate parental care. Other beetles, the 
kleptoparasites, thieve from these nesters to maintain 
their coprophagous lifestyle. 

Driven by fierce competition for excrement, some beetles 
don't wait for feces to fall. Anus-dwelling dung beetles of 
monkeys, wallabies and sloths eat dingleberries around 
the anus, occasionally following the poop earthward to 
lay eggs in the pat. Some anus-dwellers clutch the perianal 
hairs of wallabies, stretching to catch the crap that can- 
nonballs them to the ground. In 
India, several beetle species for- 
age directly in the human intes- 
tine. Another beetle with it's own 
poo factory is a South American 
who rides large snails and sups on 
their slimy dung. This is un- 
usual because most dung beetles 
prefer the nutritionally superior 
scat of mammals. In fact, mam- 
malian population declines and 
extinctions have the potential to 
kick the crap out of dung beetle 
diversity. 
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BY TAFLUFFMA 

I'm in a taking stock kind of mood, ready to revisit 
a few classics. It's been almost two years since the 
Warner Creek Blockade drew worldwide attention 
to lawless logging on public lands, and it's time to 
take a good hard look at the lessons that can be 
drawn from that campaign. 

It is truly inspiring to witness the energy and audac- 
ity of a new generation of EFlers taking such dramatic 
and committed stands to defend ancient forests. Nei- 
ther their actions nor their attitudes are anything new, 
however. The blockade at Warner Creek was an evolu- 
tionary progression of tactics that has been unfolding 
in the movement for nearly 15 years. 

First, Earthlers, a quick history lesson in the rich 
tradition of road blockading that has long been a 
part of the EF! movement. EFlers began blockading 
logging roads in the early 1980s during the simulta- 
neous Bald Mountain and G-O Road actions. These 
early blockades were simple and often spontaneous, 
and usually involved merely sitting or standing in 
front of bulldozers. Self-described as Ghandhian in 
nature, the primary objective was to get arrested in 
order to generate public attention to what was then 
a non-issue in the news media. 

A real turning point in the development of mili- 
tant blockades was the Cahto Peak campaign in 
1 988. After hours of consensus circles failed to come 
up with a viable plan to blockade the logging road 
leading to the timber sale, a small affinity group 
took it upon themselves to build barricades. Boul- 
ders and logs were rolled into the roadway, and deep 
trenches were dug in the road. Dubbed "tank traps, " 
these trenches successfully prevented sheriffs and 
loggers from reaching the sale units. The blockade 
worked in conjunction with political actions by the 
local Native American community (Cahto Peak is 
sacred ground to the Klamath Nation), and with 
legal actions to gain an injunction. This legal/ 
extralegal strategy was brilliantly successful, and 
the ancient forest atop Cahto Peak is now part of a 

designated wilderness area. 

The Breitenbush actions of 1989 expanded upon 
the tactics of the Cahto Peak campaign and brought 
together an even larger number of activists. Night 
after night, dozens of people came from the city to 
build rock-and-log barricades and dig shallow 
trenches into the logging road right under the 
(snoring) noses of security guards, sometimes for 
the benefit of media cameras. Some of the innova- 
tive barricades employed included a huge bonfire 
barricade placed on a bridge and a "traffic jam." The 
most famous barricade involved an activist who 
buried himself up to his neck in a wall of boulders. 
A photo of his scowling No Compromise face jut- 
ting out from the rocks was printed in newspapers 
all over the world. The Breitenbush blockade also 



coincided with legal actions, but sadly, the pro- 
timber industry judge ignored the law and refused 
to grant an injunction. Although the North Roaring 
Devil timber sale was logged, the blockade gained 
national media attention that for the first time 
covered the actions without raising the specter of 
treespiking or quoting Dave Foreman. Many activ- 
ists point to the Breitenbush blockade as the turning 
point in the debate over logging of ancient forests. 

The Shawnee Summer Campaign of 1990 was 


another turning point in the evolution of "free 
states." It was the first time a basecamp was placed in 
the middle of an active logging road. Normally, 
basecamps are located away from action sites where 
they can afford some degree of sanctuary to activists, 
but in this case, Shawnee EFlers selected the clearest, 
most level spot for camping — which was the road! An 
elaborate community kitchen was the initial block- 
ade, and this was later reinforced with a barricade 
made out of an upturned school bus. The Freddies 
kept their distance for over a month, expecting the 
activists to get bored and go home. This allowed the 

community to build its support network and attract 
an increasing number of blockaders. Later, Freddie 
law enforcement agents tried unsuccessfully to break 
the blockade with numerous assaults and psycho- 
logical warfare techniques, but the Shawnee en- 
campment held out and successfully prevented log- 
ging for the duration of the season. 

Each of these past direct actions required struggle 
on many fronts — in administrative, legal, political 
and extralegal arenas — to make them successful. It 
may surprise some of the newer EFlers, but there was 
not always easy acceptance of these tactics; many 
EFlers had to struggle with themselves and each 
other in order to philosophically integrate barricade 
blockade into the movement's repertoire of nonvio- 
lent direct action techniques. Indeed, the barricade 


blockade is a tactic that blends mass civil disobedi- 
ence with affinity-group monkeywrenching into a 
kind of hybrid: mass monkeywrenching. 

The Warner Blockade, the "Cascadia Free State" as 
we took to calling it, was a smashing success. Against 
seemingly insurmountable odds we held the road 
for 1 1 months, made the infamous Salvage Rider a 
household word, and saved some of the most beau- 
tiful old-growth forest in the world. Like the Chi- 
cago Cubs steal- ing a road game from the world 
champion Yankees, the Cascadia 
Forest Defenders humbled the 
US Forest Service, the FBI and the 
whole Clinton Administration. 

Since then, a handful of folks 
from that same hardy crew has 
tried to emulate that success all 
over the Pacific Northwest — at 
Jack Squat, Horse Byars, China 
Left, Sphynx, and a half dozen 
other controversial timber sales. 
And with considerably less suc- 
cess: the trees at Horse Byars are 
1 all horizontal now; most of 
I Sphynx is on the ground with 
g nothing standing in the way of 
the rest; the timber beasts took 
I big chunks out of China Left and 
continue to move inexorably into 
Rally for Warner Creek, Eugene, OR. Jack and Noble. 


Folks will continue to put their bodies on the line 
for these places. They will slow them down, they'll 
draw media attention to the senseless destruction of 
sacred places, they'll continue to be a wrench in the 
machine of progress and eventually, someday, that 
machine will grind to a halt. 

But by that time it could be too late. The Coho and 
spotted owl will be no more, new roads will shatter 
the last undisturbed areas, once pristine streams 
and endless emerald forests will be wastelands. The 
biological integrity of the land will be irrevocably 
damaged. Sure we'll win a game here and there, but 
we're going to finish with a losing season. 

So are Warner-style blockades passe ? Are we kid- 
ding ourselves? Are we going to lose? 

No. But we need to take a (short) break from our 
running around and soberly reevaluate our tactics 
and think seriously about ... our strategy. 

Speaking of classics, an old compahero just dropped 
a helluva book on me — Che Guevara's Guerrilla 
Warfare. Says right here, on page 54 that: 

... the positive quality of this guerrilla warfare is 
precisely that each one of the guerrilla fighters is ready 
to die, not to defend an ideal, but rather to convert it into 
reality. This is the basis, the essence of guerrilla fighting. 
Miraculously a small band of men ... goes beyond the 
immediate tactical objective, goes on decisively to achieve 

continued on page 2S 


Letters 
to the 
Editors 

(Submit letters to: SFB, 
EF! Journal, POB 1415, 
Eugene, OR 97440. Limit 
letters to 300 words.) 

HEY E.F! Journal, 

Whats with the Cybertron Earth 
First! Logo on the June-July Jour- 
nal ? I hope it's just a joke (flaunt- 
ing new software) but if not, Hell 
I don't kare much anyways. 
Thanks to whoever sent in the 


"Reclaiming the Streets" article 
last issue, what great ideas!! Car 
bouncing sounds like a blast and 
Critical Mass already kicks lethar- 
gic ass here in Santa Rosa 
Always offending the 
Buissnessmen, 

—Dianne Feinstien 

editor's reply: 

I hope you like the new cyber EF!. 
We decide that computers are in 
fact our friends. Look for the new 
cybertron tools and fist on a website 
near you! 

-IF 


Dear founder, 

My name is Jenny Bamford and 
1 am from Granville Middle 
School in Ohio. 1 just wanted to 
let you know that I think it is 
great that we have environmen- 
tal organizations, especially Earth 
First! because I feel the earth 
should come first. 1 recently did a 
report/project on Earth First! and 
found that it's very interesting. I 
am sorry about the unabomber 


who must have up your organi- 
zation a bit. Thanks again for 
helping our environment! 
Sincerely, 

— Jenny Bamford 

editors note: 

Dear Jenny 

Keep up your interest in Earth 
First! . I too grew up in Granville, OH, 
and look where I've gotten to now! 

—CB 


Dear Shit For Brains, 

I am a short-termer at the Jour- 
nal this issue. 1 am afraid of re- 
prisals, so I'll just call myself 
"Fluff-head." 1 want the world to 
know that the staff here is ugly 
and foul. They all live in the 
same goddamned place, all, like 
five of them, AND THEY DRIVE 
TO THE OFFICE EVERY DAY IN 
FIVE DIFFERENT FUCKING CARS 
(except for Ayelet.) It's a 20- 
minute bike ride from their 
house, the old Journal office. Be- 
fore they moved here I rode my 
bike out there every day. But they 


are too fucking weak. I 
thought you should all 
know: Even the lo- 
cal Sierra Clubbers 
bike to work, but 
not the Journal 
staff. 

— The lone environ- 
mentalist AT THE 
Earth First! Journal 

Lame environmentalists reply: 

Yes, it's all true! We really have 
no excuses, but if you want some 
real dirt, look in oh-so-perfect Fluff- 
head's room. It's nice in there: the 
lights, the stereo and the fan are 
always on, even when his is off 
somewhere on his bike! 

—CB and JF 
Hello, 

i've only returned two days ago 
from doing jail support and pro- 
testing at the rendevous. it was 
my first ef! involvement, and i'm 
only 1 6, and i must say it was one 
of the best experiences that i've 
ever had, and i now have an idea 
of what i want to do with my life, 
the people were amazing, and we 



didn’t get to much trouble from 
freddies (some of the locals were 
fairly disgruntled but so it goes). 
I learned a lot about blockading, 
about the mine, train hopping, 
how to be a pain in the ass to 
jailers, and having fun in the 
woods (thanks megan). and i 
hope to see everyone again in 
Oregon. 

— K.W. 

continued on page 28 
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Dillon Free State 
Busted! 


sites sacred to Yurok, 

Tollowa and Karuk N ative 
Americans. 

Logging began in late 
spring in the remote Dillon 
Creek watershed, a tribu- 
tary of the Klamath River, 
located on the Klamath 
National Forest just south 
of the Oregon border. 

Dillon Creek is one of only 
six streams in California 
that continue to support 
spring-run steelhead, a fish 
species which, like salmon, 

goes to the ocean but returns to the freshwater 
streams of their birth to lay eggs. Unlike salmon, 
however, steelhead do not die after they spawn, but 
either remain in the stream or return to the ocean. 
Dillon Creek has been identified by scientists as a 
watershed that, because of its cold water and near- 
pristine habitat, is key to the survival of salmon and 
steelhead stocks which are threatened with extinc- 
tion. Organizations representing commercial and 
sport salmon fishers have also opposed logging in 
Dillon Creek. Coho salmon, already listed as "threat- 
ened" in Northern California under the Endangered 
Species Act, are also present in Dillon Creek. Road 
reconstruction and logging will involve risks to 
water quality that are unwise and unacceptable. 

This is not the first time the remote Dillon Creek 
watershed has been the site of controversy. Decades 
ago the USFS began building a road from this remote 
area of Northern California to Crescent City on the 
coast in order to make the area more accessible to 
logging. The road was planned through portions of 
Dillon Creek within one quarter mile of sites used by 
Native Americans for solitary prayer vigils and prepa- 
ration for ceremonies. Native American religious 
practitioners filed a lawsuit that blocked construc- 
tion, and part of the area was eventually designated 
as wilderness. Other portions of the watershed, how- 
ever, were left unprotected. The lawsuit — known as 
the G-O Road Case — eventually was heard by the 
United States Supreme Court. The high court's deci- 
sion, which held that the Forest Service had no 
obligation to protect Native American religious prac- 
tices, is considered a bitter defeat by Native American 
religious rights activists and most tribes. 

In the summer of 1994, a fire burned through 
Dillon defenders and friends on fs Road 15N19 parts of the Dillon Creek drainage. Even though the 


by Lori Cooper 

On June 23, concerned local citizens, North Coast 
Earth First!, and traditional Native Americans estab- 
lished the Dillon Creek Free State on Bear Peak Road 
(Forest Service Road 15N19) near Orleans, Califor- 
nia, in the Klamath-Siskiyou Bioregion. The road is 
the only access to the northern units of the Outside 
Timber Sale on the Klamath National Forest. Twenty- 
five people held the road for four days, until US 
Forest Service (USFS) Law Enforcement and Siskiyou 
County Sheriffs pounced on them in an early morn- 
ing raid. 

One activist was arrested before he was able to 
lock down to one of three sleeping dragons buried 
in the road. Two activists were able to lock down 
before the Freddies grabbed them, and they stayed 
locked down for 27 hours before being taken into 
custody. 

Since that time, the road that was the scene of the 
protest has been closed by the USFS citing "safety 
concerns" due to wash outs and slides, despite the 
fact that the road Ijas been damaged since the New 
Year's Day Storm and was open to the public up 
until the blockade action. No logging has occurred 
since the blockade, although road crews have been 
repairing the extensive storm damage along the 
road. 

Of the thousands of timber sales sold under the 
Salvage Rider, the Outside Sale was among those 
most forcefully protested by the environmental 
community, and one of the few that was also 
opposed by Native Americans on religious freedom 
grounds. The Dillon Creek watershed contains 




"So, my hand goes in like this, right?" — Freddie prepares to lock down to Dillon dragon. 


fire killed few large trees and had the beneficial 
effect of reducing fire loads, the Forest Service im- 
mediately planned salvage logging — including the 
logging of healthy green trees. On New Year's Day 
1997, a large Pacific storm dumped warm rain on 
the snow-clad Klamath Mountains. The result was 
$30 million worth of damage to the 6,000 miles of 
logging roads on the Klamath National Forest. Storm 
effects, magnified by the presence of poorly main- 
tained logging roads, had severe impacts on salmon 
and steelhead populations. 

Roads slated for hauling Dillon Creek logs were 
also damaged, and, in some places, impassable. The 
Dillon Creek Free State road blockade prevented 
road crews from proceeding with the road work that 
must be completed before the logging can begin. 
One aim of the blockade was to provide time for 
other environmental groups to file a lawsuit under 
the Clean Water Act and other environmental laws 
to prevent the Forest Service from reconstructing 
logging roads in Dillon Creek. 

Actions in Dillon Creek are planned for after July 
3 1 , which is the last day of the northern spotted owl 
nesting period. There is a limited operating period 
from February 1-July 31 when no noise or other 
disturbance is allowed within 1/4 mile of a spotted 
owl nest site. Activists will begin gathering the 
weekend of July 26 and 27 to prepare for these 
actions. 

Contact the Klamath Forest Alliance for more 
information and directions to basecamp. POB 820, 
Etna, CA 96027; (916) 467-5405, fax: (916) 467- 
3130; http://snowcrest.net/klamath. 

Lori Cooper is an ex-Freddie lawyer. She now works for 
the Klamath Forest Alliance. 



Showdown at McCoy Creek! 





by Scat 

In the lawless hills of northern Mendocino mat- 
ters between the infamous gang of Lancasters and 
the motley crew of North Coast Earth First! came to 
a head. At stake was a remnant patch of ancient 
Douglas fir that surrounds the headwaters of McCoy 
Creek. The forest was sold to Lancaster Logging 
Company in a scandalous trade by the Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM). Local residents were out- 
raged. Community members attempted to purchase 
the land themselves, but Lancaster snagged the 
forest, and in less than a week, filed plans to log 106 
acres. 

McCoy Creek is a critical corridor between the Red 
Mountain Wilderness Area and the Lost Coast. The 
ancient Douglas firs of the area provide essential 
shade for the Coho salmon that spawn in its waters. 
Surrounding hillsides have been devastated by the 
Lancaster family and many contain only charred 
remains of the trees that once held these steep 
slopes together. 

To stop Lancaster in their tracks, the Environmen- 
tal Protection Information Center (EPIC) and the 
Piercy Watershed Association went to court to get a 
temporary restraining order (TRO), but in the mean- 
time Lancaster was clear to clearcut. 


Word went out that fallers entered the forest on 
July 1 7, and that night people moved in to defend 
the area. By 4 a.m., two forest defenders locked 
down to the axle of a 1/2- ton truck blocking the 
entrance. The TRO hearing was scheduled for 1:30 
that afternoon. 

The potential for violence was very real, and it 
would take hours for the cops to get to the scene. 
Before long, four trucks of workers pulled up. They 
seemed a bit bewildered by the fiddle-dance 
lockdown party that had erupted on the road. Much 
to the delight of the partiers, the loggers conferred, 
jumped into their trucks and left the scene. 

Unfortunately, Lancaster lived up to his corrupt 
reputation and sent his gang in through an illegal 
entrance by persuading an unsuspecting seven- 
year-old to open a private gate. A band of forest 
defenders took to the woods to engage the loggers in 
a game of cat and mouse. Meanwhile, newly non- 
violence-trained Mendocino cops arrived to enter- 
tain the group at the gate. The cops eventually 
consulted with Lancaster and returned to say they 
had struck a deal: Lancaster would get his crew to 
stop if we cleared the road for them to leave. 

While the cops escorted the loggers out, we learned 
that EPIC and the Piercy Watershed Association 
were granted a TRO (yahoo!), but that an "indepen- 


dent third party" was required to serve the order to 
Lancaster to make it official. NCEF! raced to get the 
papers from the courthouse. 

Later, one forest defender came out of the woods 
and reported that he had met none other than 
David Lancaster in the forest. Lancaster had a gun 
and said: "it looks like I've bagged myselfself a 
hippie." He then proceeded to throw rocks at our 
mouse, who escaped unharmed. 

After collecting the rest of the mice our posse sped 
off the hill to serve Lancaster with the TRO. We 
cornered owner David Lancaster down the road in 
a pick-up truck. One of our comrades walked up to 
the truck with the TRO. Lancaster hit the gas, 
screaming wildly as he raced down the road. When 
he got to his house, he ran in, got his gun and began 
shooting into the air. The Earth Firstiers decided to 
call it a day. 

The TRO is in effect until August 1, at which time 
it goes back to court for a permanent injunction 
hearing. Meanwhile, NCEF!, not trusting Lancaster, 
is monitoring the forest and is prepared to enforce 
the court order. 

For more information about McCoy Creek, call 
the Southern Humboldt Radical Environmental 
Action Collective at (707) 923-DEMO. 

Scat is a technical term for shit. 
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by Mary Brook with Orin Langelle 

Nicaragua's "Wild East" 

The Nicaraguan North and South 
Atlantic Autonomous Regions contain 
fifty percent of the nation's land mass 
and a diverse human population, in- 
cluding Miskito, Suma, Rama, 
Garifuna, Mestizo and Creole peoples. 
This region is becoming internation- 
ally renowned for its abundance of 
natural resources, with almost no bar- 
riers to rampant exploitation, and a 
destitute labor force . 

Although legally granted political 
autonomy by the Sandinista govern- 
ment in 1987, the limitations of the 
region's law are becoming more evi- 
dent. For example, the majority of 
land is property of the indigenous 
communities and the Constitution 
states that it cannot be sold ; still large 
sales are common. The Constitution 
also states that the natural resources 
belong to the state, and that the natu- 
ral state of the country should be 
maintained. The wording, however, is 
so over-generalized that there are no 
avenues to confirm compliance or to 
provide oversight. 

Logging is already rampant in 
Nicaragua's North Atlantic Autono- 
mous Region (RAAN). New logging 
concessions granted to SOLCARSA 

promise to severely exacerbate prob- 
lems for the indigenous community 
and the environment. SOLCARSA, also 
know as Sol de Caribe, is a subsidiary 
of the Korean multinational Kum- 
kyung. It must be noted that the new 
Nicaraguan government has taken a 
tremendous swing to the right and 
hopes to join with other "free trade" 
northern partners such as the United 
States, and has quickly opened the 
doors to neoliberalist policies — which 
globally justify the multinational de- 
struction of ecosystems and people. 


Wakamby's New Logging 
Road 

Wakamby, a large tract of uncut 
tropical hardwood forest, lies near 
Rosita, close to the boundaries of the 
official BOSAWAS Reserve and sur- 
rounding areas that comprise the larg- 
est tract of virgin rainforest in Central 
America. It is home to numerous bird 
and animal species that live in the 
area, including several types of wild 


boars, wild cats, monkeys, deer, par- 
rots, wild turkeys and ducks. 
SOLCARSA is cutting a road into the 
valuable hardwoods. This area of in- 
digenous communal land was given 
in a concession as if it were private 
land. 

The new road, when completed, 
will reach 40 kilometers to Puerto 
Cabezas, the regional capital and larg- 
est port. Plans are underway to 
lengthen the city's dock to accommo- 
date the increased traffic of lumber 
and other products. Additionally, the 
newly protected BOSAWAS Reserve, 
which was formed with little or no 
input from the indigenous peoples of 
the region, is intended to legitimize 
the opening of logging concessions 
decimating the rainforest surround- 
ing the BOSAWAS borders. 

Finicia, a Community Com- 
plies Under Force 

The community of Finicia is a mix of 
Summa and Miskito indigenous people 
located just outside of the mining 
town of Rosita. SOLCARSA is in the 
midst of building a major installation 
there to process the trees felled in 
Wakamby. Last year, SOLCARSA prom- 
ised the indigenous community 
money to move, a school and scholar- 
ships, electricity, drinking water, jobs 
and more. When community mem- 
bers showed displeasure with the pro- 
posed deal, they were visited by the 
authorities and the local military 
threatened to blockade the road to 
their community if they did not agree. 
So they moved. The small amount of 
money that was given was used up in 
moving expenses. SOLCARSA has 
asked the community to move again 
for the purpose of log storage. The 
community is afraid of being forcibly 
evicted and left with even less than 
they have now. 

Logging, 
Mining 
and Toxic 
Death 

Another 
SOLCARSA 
installation is 
further north- 
west in an 
area known as 
Kukalaya. It 
involves the 
most valuable 
mahogany in 
the region, on 
sacred 
Summa land. 
We were brought to the area by Ernesto 
Almendarez, the President of the Terri- 
tory for the Sustainable Development 
of the Mayanna (Summa) of 
Kuhkanawas (TRENAMAKS). The 
Summa, already victims of the gold 
and silver trade, are alarmed as 
SOLCARSA further encroaches into 
their traditional homelands. 

The seventeen TRENAMAKS com- 
munities, consisting of 356 families 
from the banks of the Rio Bambana, 


have outlined a 90,000 hectare piece 
of their traditional land upon from 
which they are being forced to relo- 
cate. Due to the irreversible contami- 
nation of the Rio Bambana, the most 
contaminated river in the region (poi- 
soned by mercury and other toxins 
from the silver and gold mines of 
Siuna-Rosita-Bonanza), these commu- 
nities must find a healthier place to 
live. The contamination of the rivers 
destroys the livelihood of the commu- 
nity. The fish that they eat have long 
since died or are unsafe to consume; 
the beans that they grow on the banks 
of the river wither in the now infertile 
land; the wild bamboo which they use 
to build houses, is disappearing; 
women are in danger as they spend 
many days waist-high in the river 
washing clothes; the children swim 
there, unaware of the toxicity. For 
years, there have been many deaths 
on the Rio Bambana. 


What you can do: 

Fax or send letters of protest to 
Nicaragua's Ministry of Natural Re- 
sources and Environment (MARENA) 
demanding that the logging conces- 
sions granted to SOLCARSA be re- 
scinded and the rights and sovereignty 
of the indigenous peoples be respected. 

Write to: Ministro de MARENA, Sr. 
Roberto Statadhgen, Carretera Norte 
Km. 12.5, Managua, Nicaragua FAX 
(505-2) 631373 or (505-2) 631274. 

We are mounting an international 
campaign to stop this travesty and 
plans are developing for another re- 
search expedition sometime in 1998. 

For further information contact NFN, 
Tel: (802) 863-0571, fax (802) 863- 
2532, e-mail: nfnena@igc.apc.org or 
the Burlington/Puerto Cabezas-Bilwi 
Sister City Program, Tel: (802) 865- 
4074, fax (802) 863-2532. 






WAVELAND— WORLD’S 
NEWEST NATION? 

On the morning of June 15, as the sun rose over the Atlantic about 300 miles 
east of Scotland, a new flag was raised over a tiny chunk of rock rising out of the 
ocean. Three Greenpeace activists from three different countries have declared 
the British island Rockall to be the world's newest independent country— | 
Waveland. On the same day, the flag of Waveland was also raised over th 
entrance of Greenpeace UK's headquarters in London. 

Waveland has one flat ledge about 70 feet above sea level, only 14 feet long I 
by eight feet wide. Waveland is surrounded by an oil-rich ocean bottom, with | 
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Stressing that Greenpeace did not want to own Rockall, Greenpeace said, 
"Four nations want the oil around Rockall, we do not recognize their right to 
develop it. We have told (British Prime Minister) Tony Blair that we don't want 
Rockall itself ... We are borrowing it until it is freed from the threat of ] 
development." . 

People applying for citizenship can call +44-800-269-065 or visit the Green 
peace UK internet site at http://www/greenpeace.org.uk. 



Logging road intrudes into indigenous Sumo territory near Wakamby 
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_ T „ _ . XT Exports! BoycottMitsubishi!"Twoactivistsalsolocked The felony anarchy and sabotage charge is a 

By John Bowling & Rainforest Action Network to t j ie cranes w hile two others locked to the ship's 1919 union-busting statute originally intended to 
On July 22, 1997, Cowlitz County Superior Court crows nest. It took the police all day to remove the punish the International Workers of the World 

Judge James Warme convicted six nonviolent activ- protesters. Each activist was originally held four days (IWW) for acts of property destruction. It is inter- 

ists of felony anarchy and sabotage. For blockading in jail on $25,000 bail. esting to note that the Super Rubin 7 avoided any 

a raw log export ship in October '96 they were The exporting of raw logs and woodchips is one of damage to property and that this was one of the 

sentenced to two years probation and 15 a the main causes of job loss in the timber industry, same laws used in attempting to divide and con- 
days in jail or 88 hours of community ser- JPw According to a 1990 report by the Washington Depart- quer the IWW in the teens and early twenties, 
vice work each. The seventh activist will W ment of Employment Security, every million board- What's more, the activists were not found guilty 
face similar criminal proceedings later this feet of lumber shipped overseas takes seven of misdemeanor criminal trespass, the usual 

year. The prosecution also requested that • direct jobs and 14 more indirect jobs with it. charges leveled against civil disobedience protest- 

$12,000 restitution be paid, though the final m Based on these figures, the seven protesters ers. Based on this contradictory finding, and other 

amount will be determined at a later hearing, v were protecting the jobs of 105 US citizens, trial factors, the defendants plan to appeal the 

It is expected to be much higher. In the | f 1 The logs are shipped to other regions, verdict. It seems as though even the Cowlitz 
history of the environmental movement, this especially Southeast Asia, for process- county public defense attorneys realize the con- 

decision marks the first felony conviction of J\ ing into lumber, furniture, plywood, spiracy here as every one of them stood up during 

nonviolent protesters who did not damage any paper and other products. the final statements (before sentencing) and said 

property, As such, this ruling challenges all As if exports weren’t enough, Mitsubishi also that they were "proud of what their clients had 

Americans who use civil disobedience as a tool trades in logs and runs destructive logging opera- done," and that they had never before made such 

for affecting social change to resist this blatant tions in Canada, Southeast Asia and the Amazon, a statement in court for a defendant, 

erosion of our civil liberties. An independent study done this year by the Police dogs and water cannons didn't stop the civil 

The seven Rainforest Action Network activists, Environmental Investigation Agency found that rights movement. Tear gas didn't stop the anti-Viet- 

known as the Super Rubin 7 after the name of the Mitsubishi's global operations make it the world's nam War movement. This trial will not stop the 

Mitsubishi log export freighter they blockaded, tar- worst destroyer of rainforests. One Mitsubishi-oper- movement to defend our forests. The Super Rubin 7 

geted Mitsubishi as one of the largest exploiters of the ated disposable chop-stick factory in British Colombia's intend to fight for justice even when faced with the 

economy and forests of the Pacific Northwest. Three temperate rainforest discards 85 percent of the trees it consequences of this felony conviction, 

climbers rappelled off the side of the ship that was cuts down because the wood isn't white enough. For more information or to send much-needed 
loaded with nearly five million board feet of raw logs Needless to say, Mitsubishi perpetrates brutal human financial support to the Super Rubin 7 contact RAN at 

destined for processing overseas, and hung a 60-foot rights violations, virtually engaging in cultural geno- 221 Pine St., Suite 500, San Francisco, CA 94104; (415) 

banner reading: "Protect our Forests! Stop Raw Log cide, in its conquest of the Earth's great forests. 398-4404; e-mail: rainforest@ran.org. 


FEDS INDICT DELYLA WILSON 

by Stan and Delyla Wilson 

In a surprise move, the Federal Justice Department served Earth First! Bison 
Action Group (BAG) co-founder Delyla Wilson with two indictments. A grand jury 
handed down the indictments nearly four months after her arrest on July 1 3, 1 997, 
in Gardiner, Montana. Delyla has been charged with two federal counts of Assault 
on a Congressional, Cabinet, or Supreme Court Member for dumping bison 
entrails on a table in front of Senators Conrad Burns and Max Baucus and Secretary 
of Agriculture Dan Glickman. The charges have been filed on behalf of Burns and 
Glickman — apparently Max Baucus doesn’t want to play. Montana has already 
charged Delyla with one count of disorderly conduct and one count of misde- 
meanor assault for splashing bison entrails on Montana's Governor, Marc Racicot. 
While four months have passed since her arrest, it is interesting to note that it had 
been only two weeks since Delyla and her family returned from organizing further 
resistance to Montana's and Yellowstone Park's annual bison slaughter at the 
Round River Rendezvous in Wisconsin! 

Delyla has been active in the bison issue since 1989, when she was first arrested 
for direct action against the then state sanctioned bison "hunt." In 1996, she and 
others formed the Bozeman based Bison Action Group which quickly became 
known as Governor Racicot's "harshest critics." Using letter writing campaigns, 


public protests and press conferences with state and federal officials, BAG success- 
fully elevated the level of debate and drew national attention to the bison's plight. 

On March 23, 1997, at a public meeting in Gardiner, Delyla used her public 
comment period to place the real issue — dead bison — in front of the Montana 
congressional delegation and Secretary Glickman who had stated that he wanted 
to get a "better look" at the issue. When Delyla's bucket of guts hit the table, that's 
exactly what they received. Delyla's action attracted interest from across the world, 
bringing negative attention to both Montana and Yellowstone Park. As a result of 
the public's new perception of the park, tourism is down — a fact even admitted by 
park officials. The state of Montana and the feds are now frenzied over the 
controversy. Even Conrad "I just sat there like a dummy" Burns has introduced a 
bill in the US Senate that will keep Montana from killing bison. 

Not content with Montana's prosecution attempts and Delyla's continued 
organizing, the Justice Department has intervened. On August 13, 1997, Delyla will 
make her initial appearance in US District Court in Billings, Montana. Seven days 
later she will be tried by the State of Montana in Livingston. Delyla is currently 
seeking an attorney to handle her federal case and is carrying on with her duties as 
a mother, wife and activist. She needs all our support as she takes on the feds. You 
can write to Delyla at POB 7326, Bozeman, Montana 59771. 

Note: EF! BAG will be the organizers for the 1998 Activist Conference to be held in 
Bozeman, Montana. We look forward to hearing from organizers of previous conferences 
for helful input. 


Cove/ Mallard Activists up to Jack Squat! 


Logging at Cove/Mallard was held off last winter, thanks to an agreement 
that Idaho Sporting Congress attorney Marc Fink worked out. The agreement 
forbade the Forest Service and Shearer Lumber from logging until June 15 
while waiting for the hearing for summary judgment. US District Court Judge 
Larry Boyle heard Fink's arguments in April and sat on it until June 11, when 
he decided that the Forest Service was doing everything just fine. 

To get an idea of how asinine Boyle's decision brief was, his excuse for 
rejecting Fink's fisheries arguments was that although Chinook salmon were 
listed endangered in 1992, it only changed their legal status, not their 
biological status. In other words, Boyle gave the go-ahead to the Forest Service 
to continue allowing sediment from the sales to be dumped into the already 
degraded Little and Big Mallard creeks, even though they are both critical 
salmon habitat. 

On July 7, the Ninth Circuit Court ruled against a temporary injunction. 
A hearing for the case will be in January. Meanwhile, there is nothing 
stopping the logging except us. 

The loggers arrived on June 1 7, only to find four brave activists, two of 
whom were in tripods, blocking the Noble Road. They held the road until 
dawn the next day when the sitters were removed with a cherry picker and 
taken to the Ada County jail, where they were charged with obstructing a 
road and maintaining a structure. 

Unlike past years, the Freddies didn't slap an area closure on Noble road. This 
may be due to the overturned closure convictions from the Dirty Dozen action 
in 1995. The judge in that case ruled that the Forest Service was arbitrarily and 
without clear criteria denying people access to national forests. 

Direct action continues; in early July, activists erected a double bipod on 
the Jack Creek Road to block anticipated loggingin the Jack Timber Sale. 


Since then, a dragon's roost and two sunken dragons have been added to 
fortify the double-bipod blockade. The free state has existed at this writing 
for 21 days. If your "keep it wild" self is looking for expression, come on out. 
Join us in Cove/Mallard and we'll stop the Noble timber sale, too. 

For more information contact the Cove/Mallard Coalition at POB 8968 
Moscow, ID 83843; (208) 882-9755; cove@moscow.com and the Northern 
Rockies Preservation Project at POB 625, Boise, ID 83701; (208) 345-8077. 





Busy bunnies bipod blockading for the big wild! 
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T KRDITIONRUSTS 



During the siege at Gustafsen Lake the RCMP police forces brought in Armored Personnel Carrier 
(APCs) tanks like this one, stating they were " necessary " at that time. The RCMP plans to purchase 
eight APCs from Mandela's South Africa for continued use against native traditionalists in Canada. 


by Mark Stoddart 

In the summer of 1995, European oppression of 
native peoples once again proved volatile as mem- 
bers of the Shuswap Nation and their supporters 
defended themselves in an armed stand off with the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) at Gustafsen 
lake, British Columbia. Two years later the trial, 
which has become the longest in Canadian history, 
has ended and the verdicts have been handed down. 
Soon sentences will be announced and the defen- 
dants will begin the appeal process. 

The area known as Gustafsen Lake is located in the 
interior of British Columbia, near the town of 100- 
Mile House. It is Shuswap land which has never 
been ceded by treaty. Nonetheless, an American 
cattle rancher named Lyle James claims ownership 
of the land even though there has never been a legal 
survey and "James himself is vague about where his 
grazing rights begin, and the land he claims to own 
begins." It has been on this land that Shuswap 
traditionalists have held Sundance ceremonies since 
1989, with no confrontation until 1995 when tradi- 
tionalist Percy Rosette built a fence around the site 
to keep cattle from defecating there. On June 13, in 
response to the appearance of this fence, James and 
twelve of his cowboys showed up to serve the 
Sundancers with a handwritten "eviction notice." 
According to Gustafsen, defender spokesperson Split- 
ting the Sky, "They pulled out rifles and threatened 
to kill (the Sundancers). One of them pulled out a 
bullwhip and said 'This is a good day to string up 
some red niggers!'" 

At this point the RCMP moved in and began a 
COINTELPRO-like campaign of demonization, 
abuse of power and media manipulation. In fact, 
police videotape taken at Gustafsen Lake includes 
RCMP media liaison Peter Montegue stating that 
"smear campaigns are our specialty." And another 
officer is asking "Anyone got a gun? It's for a 
peaceful resolution." 

Other testimony included the RCMP's Captain 

Preston saying that he "fired two shots in front of 
the camp members to get their attention." He claims 
the shots were warning shots, that there is no 
criminal code provision that allows for warning 
shots and that a person can only shoot at someone 
in self-defense or in defense of others. While the 
RCMP told the media that hundreds of rounds were 
fired at one of their APCs (Armoured Personnel 
Carrier), forensic evidence revealed that only 26 
bullets hit the "Bison" and "more that one officer 
agreed that some of the fire the Bisons took could 
have been RCMP 'friendly fire.'" Police officers also 
violated mutually agreed upon "no shoot zones." 


Even after such damn- 
ing evidence of police mis- 
conduct, the jury still de- 
livered a verdict of 39 ac- 
quittals and 21 convic- 
tions. Many people believe 
that the judge effectively 
set up the verdict when he 
informed the jury, "You 
will probably have no dif- 
ficulty concluding that the 
alleged offense occurred at 
the time and place alleged 
in the indictment." 

Most visible among the 
defenders is Wolverine, a 
66-year-old organic gar- 
dener and Shuswap tradi- 
tionalist. Originally 
charged with attempted 
murder, he has been held 
for two years without bail. 

While acquitted of the at- 
tempted murder charge, 
he was found guilty of 
"mischief endangering life" and "interfering with 
arrest," for which the crown prosecutor is seeking 
an unusually long 25-year sentence. 

It is worth noting that Wolverine was actually 
shooting at a 1 4-ton military APC while it attempted 
to run him and two unarmed defenders down. 
According to defender Trond Halle, the driver of the 
vehicle testified during the trial the he "would have 
done the same thing if an APC was chasing him." 

Now we wait for the sentencing and the inevitable 
appeal based on Judge Josephson's jury tampering. 
In the meantime, Wolverine sits in a jail cell. In a 
March interview he eloquently described the inci- 
dent which may keep him in jail for up to twenty- 
five years: 

"That APC was coming at me. He was going to 
flatten me out 1 guess. Even in my old age, I must 
be getting faster at running. I don't know, my 
forefathers had to go after buffalo. They call these 
Bisons, I guess, the APC. What my forefathers had 
to contend with only had four legs — this one had 
eight. I guess that's what scared the hell outta me. 
What I'm charged for, the six attempts, that's what 
the APC had, six flat tires... so that's what I'm 
charged for. It tried to run me over. It missed me... 
I came out because people were being attacked. We 
were under attack. It started off with an explosion 
which the RCMP did not want to bring out. They 
attacked the camp. That's self-defense, automatic 
self-defense. Only a small group of people of 18 


against 400. That's great odds. Even that wasn't 
enough; they were going to bring the regiment in." 

The bottom line is that there needs to be third 
party adjudication for the Gustafsen Lake defenders 
and for all Native Nations. As Wolverine says, "We'll 
never get a fair hearing because you cannot get a fair 
hearing from people that are competing for the 
same land and resources. We've never had any 
justice in this country and I don't think we ever 
will." There is a call to write letters to both Prime 
Minister Jean Chretien and BC Premier Glen Clark 
demanding an inquiry into the RCMP's behavior 
during the standoff. Their addresses are: 

Prime Minister Jean Chretien at room 309-S 
Centre Block, House of Commons, Ottawa, Ont. 
K1 A OA6 Canada; (613) 992-421 1 , fax: (613) 941- 
6900;email:pm@pm.gc.ca; h ftp://pm.gc.ca/ 
english/pmo/e_corres.htm 

BC Premier Glen Clark at Room 156 Parliament 
Buildings, Victoria, BC V8V 1 X4 Canada; (250) 380- 
6506, fax: (250) 387-008 7. 

Media interviews with Defenders can be arranged 
by calling Free the Wolverine spokespeople Bill 
Lightbown at 604-251-4949 or Splitting the Sky at 
604-543-9661. 

For more information contact The Settlers In 
Support of Indigenous Sovereignty at PO Box 8673, 
Victoria, BC Canada V8X 3S2; sisis@envirolink.org; 
http://kafka.uvic.ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain.html 


Wolves & Poodles 


• A big Wild Rockies timber wolf to the four eco- warriors at Cove/Mallard who 
showed us what direct action is all about. Without the benefit of a big fancy 
affinity group, these four people set up two tripods, yes two, and held off the 
freddies for two days. 

• A pack of howling wolves goes out to NAACP lawyer Kary Moss and 
activists in Flint Michigan for their recent victory over Genesee Power Co. 
for lead particle emissions and into the air, soil and water. The judge 
ordered a total freeze on granting of air-pollution permits and 
gave the state six months to revamp and resubmit its 
regulations. 

• A big wolf of a different color goes out to those 
forestry workers who blockaded one of 
Greenpeace's ships from leaving Vancouver. 
The workers stated they are resentful of past 
blockades of log barge traffic. How's it feel to 
have the shoe on a different foot? 

• A loud echoing howl goes out to those eco- 
super heroes down in the Southwest. A coali- 
tion of environmental groups won a prelimi- 
nary injunction suspending all grazing allot- 
ments and timber sales that are not in compliance 
with recently amended forest plans. This injunc- 
tion could shut down two thirds of all the timber 
sales and half of all the grazing allotments in the southwestern 
forests of the US. 



• California Senator Barbara Boxer receives a mangy, flea-ridden cur of a 
poodle for enthusiastically endorsing the Quincy Library Group's proposal to 
cut the wildlands of California's Lassen and Tahoe National Forests to ribbons. 
This proposal sets an alarming precedent for the wholesale destruction of the 
last of our great forests. Once renowned as one of the country's strongest 
environmental advocates, Boxer should now be regarded as nothing more than 
a standard, run of the mill, compromising, dirty dealing, sell out politician. 
Could it be that she's been doing it poodle-style with A1 Gore? 

• A frizzy, humid-day-when-the-Breck-girl-is-on-strike poodle goes out to 
Wendy Gramm (wife of Texas Senator Phil Gramm) who believes that 
cleaning up the air would increase melanoma (skin cancer), cost too much 
money and destroy the good ol' US of A. She was attacking the new ruling by 
the EPA concerning reducing air pollution by 10 percent. 

• Once again caving into industry, Bruce Babbitt deserves a rabid, 
depraved poodle with toilet paper stuck to its ass for un-officially 
endorsing Senator Kempthorne's (Idaho) attempt to gut 
the Endangered Species Act. 

• A big poo poo filled poodle goes out to the UN 
Convention on International Trade in Endangered 
Species (CITES). In their infinite wisdom, they now 
feel it is ok for Zimbabwe, Botswana and Namibia 
to start selling ivory again. Ironically, one of the 
reasons given was that they should be rewarded for 
their past elephant conservation efforts. 
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Burma’s Teak 


by Jeff Shaw 

These are tough times for the people of Burma. 
Though the country is blessed with diverse and 
bountiful natural resources, the brutal military dic- 
tatorship which runs the country has prevented the 
population from realizing the benefits of their land, 
preferring to use state resources to buy arms. History 
is littered with examples of average people having 
the distinct misfortune of living near sites where 
corporations and governments can extract natural 
resources. As Burma prepares to enter the trading 
conglomerate Association of South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN), transnational corporations prepare to begin 
the looting. The most sought-after prize: the last great 
teak forests in the 
world. 

The vast majority 
(about 80 percent) of 
the world's teak ex- 
ports come from 
Burma's southern for- 
ests. Teak, which is 
indigenous to the fa- 
vorable climate of 
Southeast Asia and 
India, has been virtu- 
ally eradicated from 
the landscape. British 
colonialism ravaged 
India's lush forests 
and substantially 
depleted Thailand's 
supply as well. Thai- 
land and Cambodia 
have both banned the 
export of unproc- 
essed teak logs, mak- 
ing it virtually certain 
imported teak furni- 
ture originates in 
Burma. Rainforest Re- 
lief observed that 
these endangered 
trees are the "last pri- 
mary teak forests" in 
the world and that 
teak which comes 

from "ecologically sound operations" constitutes 
less than 1 percent of total production. Tim Keating, 
Rainforest Relief's Executive Director, has expressed 
fears that the forest may well be destroyed in a few 
years. Though official sources in Burma's Ministry for 
Forestry deny any depletion in the last 35 years, 
independent observers disagree, putting the figures 
between "30 percent and decreasing rapidly" to a 
mere 20. 

To put the devastation in other terms, when the 
United Nations Development Program studied Bur- 
mese forests in 1975, they found that the average 
destruction of forest was approximately 1,250 square 
kilometers per year, which is certainly enough to 
spark worry. By 1992, the Rainforest Action Net- 
work estimated that the average area of deforesta- 
tion each year in Burma had increased to between 
8,000 and 10,000 square kilometers, which means 
that Burma allows one of the highest national rates 
of forest destruction in the world. 

Objections by the ruling j unta would be laughable 
if the matter weren't so deadly serious. The Ministry 
of Forestry says that they aren't increasing defores- 
tation while independent observers put the esti- 
mates at a threefold increase. Lt. General Chit Swe, 
head of the Ministry, backpedaled by claiming that 
concessions made to Thai logging companies only 
account for 2.6 percent of Burma's total forest 
reserves which, even if true, misses the major point — 
that these are the most undisturbed and ecologically 
significant teak forests in the world. Researcher Noel 
Rajesh says that this swath of forest supports 33 
percent of mainland Southeast Asia's total known 
species, including the endangered Asian Elephant, the 
tiger, the clouded leopard and many others — 120 
species of land mammals total. As for other creatures, 
such as insects, this forest complex is the richest in 
terms of species diversity in mainland Southeast Asia. 
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Burma's Ruthless Dictatorship 

A ruthless military junta that consistently ranks 
among the worst human rights abusers in the world 
has ruled the Burmese people for many years. Though 
the push for democracy has been strong, the back- 
lash has been relentless. In 1988, thousands of pro- 
democracy protesters were gunned down in the 
street by the military. Even after the grassroots 
movements won what some thought was the ulti- 
mate victory — free elections in 1990 — the military 
government refused to acknowledge the election 
results. This was no coincidence: the opposition 
party, Nobel Peace Prize winner Aung San Suu Kyi's 
National League for Democracy (NLD), won over 80 
• percent of 

Burma's parlia- 
mentary seats. 
The military dic- 
tatorship, known 
as the State Law 
and Order Resto- 
ration Council 
(SLORC), then 
instituted a num- 
ber of repressive 
measures, includ- 
ing violence, cur- 
tailing speech 
and other free- 
doms, and arrest- 
ing prominent 
opposition lead- 
ers like Suu Kyi. 
They also 
^ stepped up log- 
I ging. In 1992-'93, 
| Burma extracted 
? nearly one mil- 
s’ lion cubic tons of 
| teak logs through 
“operations 
| owned by or con- 
i' traded by the 
state. Since then, 
it has only gotten 
worse — the 
SLORC has ex- 
empted commercial forestry from taxation to pro- 
vide even more incentive for corporations to har- 
vest the last of the teak trees. 

Clearing the Land of Forests and 
Ethnic Minorities 

As if the massive deforestation and loss of species 
diversity weren't bad enough, the international 
demand for teak is causing a catastrophe for the 
insurgent Karen National Union (KNU), which has 
been fighting against the oppressive Burmese re- 
gime for decades. For about 50 years, the KNU has 
controlled extensive portions of the Thai-Burmese 
border, where much of the forest lies. As a part of a 
policy designed to "redevelop" the border region to 
make it more accessible to industry, the SLORC has 
launched a massive offensive to, in its own words, 
"annihilate" the Karen. 

Why? Apart from the obvious desire to shore up 
its control of the nation, the SLORC also wants the 
Karen to stop protecting the forest. A fiercely spiri- 
tual people, the Karen ceremonially consecrate the 
trees which grow near them, and believe that cut- 
ting down an "ordained" tree is a sin akin to killing 
a monk. One of their first acts after seizing control 
of the border lands was to institute forest protec- 
tion: for over ten years, the KNU has been managing 
and regulating its own 1 1 wildlife sanctuaries — all 
despite the pressure of revolutionary struggle. The 
sanctuaries cover an area of over 2,700 square kilo- 
meters. 

All this is caused by the failure of transnational 
corporations to respect the wishes of the Burmese 
people and an (as yet) inadequate response by 
governments and social movements. Activists na- 
tionwide have been working for years to get the 
United States government to sanction and con- 
demn the Burmese military regime, and while the 



Clinton administration has finally acceded to 
these demands, the sanctions only prohibit future 
investment in Burma, still allowing currently exist- 
ing development to take place. This does nothing 
for Burmese democracy or the world's teak forests. 
More radical steps are called for. 

Holding the Line with Direct Action 

In the interim, direct action is clearly necessary, 
and now is the appropriate time. In the wake of 
Rainforest Relief's Teak Action Week (July 1 — July 
7), activists nationwide are making statements with 
nonviolent civil disobedience. 

Actions were carried out during that week in 
Wilmington, North Carolina, Bethesda, Maryland, 
and New York City, among other places. In 
Bethesda, Tim Keating of Rainforest Relief locked 
himself to the front doors of Scan Contemporary 
Furniture while a group of demonstrators unfurled 
protest banners. Keating announced that he was 
"seizing the contents of this store on behalf of the 
people of Burma" because "their teak trees have 
been stolen from them at gun point and illegally 
shipped to Thailand to be turned into furniture to 
end up here." 

In North Carolina, Rick Spencer of the group 
EarthCulture chained himself to the sign of Dean 
Hardwoods, a direct and indirect teak importer, while 
others blocked the store entrance. Eventually Dean 
leaders agreed to meet with EarthCulture. 

These actions have seen relatively little police 
response. No arrests occurred in North Carolina and 
none were reported in New York City either. Keating 
was placed under arrest and charged with disorderly 
conduct and trespass, but the charges seem likely to 
be dropped or reduced. The only charge likely to 
stick is a fine by the fire marshal for blocking the 
entrance to the store. And the actions got atten- 
tion — in Bethesda, they got coverage from two 
Asian radio networks and a local ABC television 
affiliate, while the North Carolina action was cov- 
ered by all Wilmington's local stations as Well as 
their state affiliates; assorted radio and newspaper 
coverage was reported as well. 

Selective Purchasing And Direct Action: 
Mutually Supporting Strategies 

It is this kind of activity we need to emulate all 
over the country, combined with a strategy of push- 
ing for selective purchasing agreements. Such agree- 
ments prohibit any business within a city, state or 
other locality's jurisdiction from doing business 
with the SLORC until they acknowledge the results 
of the 1990 elections. Corporations choosing to 
exploit Burmese teak resources would be forced to 
look elsewhere. 

The point of such legislation is twofold: first, it 
makes it costly for corporations. If there is no 
market for teak, there's no profit to be made in 
pillaging the forest, and therefore no reason to 
continue with the policy. Second, it further iso- 
lates the SLORC. That's why pro-democracy lead- 
ers like Aung San Suu Kyi and Dr. Sein Win support 
the boycott of goods which originate in Burma — to 
cut off revenue is to pressure the dictatorship into 
negotiation. Teak is a critical focal point for a 
selective purchasing law because hardwood ex- 
ports are the regime's second largest legal source of 
revenue. Besides, the policy of constructive en- 
gagement has already failed miserably — it has only 
cost us precious time, precious forest, and has 
ultimately been a failure for the vast majority of 
the Burmese people. 

The fact that we can't depend on the federal 
government to keep up the pressure is only part of 
the reason we should push for a selective purchas- 
ing agreement at a local level. To do so sends a 
firm message that, regardless of national policy, 
local communities simply won't tolerate this kind 
of ethical lapse on the part of corporations. 
Twenty-one cities, including San Francisco and 
just recently New York, have implemented selec- 
tive purchasing. It's time we joined them. The 
sooner we act, the less trees — and people — have to 
die. 

If you would like to get involved, please call Jeff 
Shaw at (541) 338-4333; e-mail: shaw@lclark.edu. 



Opponents Pave Amendment to End Logging Road Subsidy 


by Youngblood-Petersen and Walder 

During the debate on the Fiscal Year 1998 Interior 
Appropriations bill in the House of Representatives, 
Rep. John Porter (R-IL) and Rep. Joseph Kennedy (D- 
MA) offered a bipartisan amendment which would 
have halted the subsidy for building logging access 
roads on national forest land and 
saved American taxpayers $42 mil- 
lion. Cutting the purchaser credit 
program, a move already proposed 
by the Clinton Administration, 
would have saved an additional $50 
million in timber resources annu- 
ally. A point to keep in mind is that 
the Porter/Kennedy amendment 
did NOT affect the Forest Service 
road maintenance budget. The 
amendment only prevented a tax- 
payer subsidy of NEW logging 
roads. As a bit of historical per- 
spective, last July (1996) the House 
of Representatives voted 211-210 
to approve a similar amendment 
to the FY 1997 Interior Appropria- 
tions bill. The bipartisan amend- 
ment was offered by Reps. Porter 
and Kennedy, among others. The 
next day opponents forced a revote 
under a technicality and were able 
to bringit down on a 21 lto 211 tie. 

As a brief explanation on how 
this subsidy works, logging roads 
are built on National Forest land 
with taxpayer funds so logging 
companies can access public trees 
for timber. The roads are either 
built by the government as a direct 
taxpayer expense or by logging 
companies which are then awarded 
a "purchaser credit" whereby the 
timber companies are reimbursed with public trees to 
log. In either case, timber companies are subsidized 
by taxpayers who pick up the tab for activities that 
should be included in these companies' business 
expenses. The purchaser credits for each timber sale 
are estimated by the Forest Service, based on the cost 
it would be for the agency to build the road. Agency 
costs are often more expensive than industry costs, 
since the Forest Service has to contract out for road 
construction while most large timber companies 
have their own road building departments. In addi- 
tion to the overestimation of costs, the Forest Service 
also includes 12 percent for overhead and 10 percent 
for profit. Independent analyses estimate that Forest 
Service cost estimates average 30 percent over the 
actual cost of building the road. But the timber 
industry gets the full amount estimated — a direct 
subsidy to the industry. 

No money ever changes hands in the purchaser 
road credit (PRC) game. The money is put directly in 
an account which is used to pay for the trees that the 
industry then cuts . But the money can be used on any 
timber sale in the same forest as the road construc- 
tion. This allows the industry to buy trees from 
anywhere in a forest with profits from roads built 
elsewhere. The industry does not receive extra money 
if the road costs more than the trees. There is a base 
price that they have to pay to the Forest Service on 
each sale, so at times some PRCs are invalidated. 

The amendment this year was controversial and 
another close vote was expected. The amendment 
passed by a vote of 246 to 1 79, due in part to activist 
organizing by the Wildlands Center for Preventing 
Roads, Friends of the Earth, Western Ancient Forest 
Campaign and other groups. Editorials in support of 
the amendment in papers across the country ( The 
Seattle Times, The Salt Lake Tribune, The Missoulian), 
plus a major article on forest roads in The New York 
Times, also weighed in favor. 

However, moments after the vote, Representative 
Norm Dicks (D-WA) offered a compromise amend- 
ment that restored $25 million in purchaser road 
credits and $37 million in direct appropriations. The 
Dicks amendment passed 21 1 to 209. So after all was 
said and done, Congress continued to fund road- 


building as usual. The watered down version of the 
amendment was scheduled to be debated in the 
Senate as this was written. There is still some hope for 
a decent (relative term) compromise, as Sen. Richard 
Bryan (D-NV) announced plans to offer an amend- 
ment in the Senate to cut subsidies for logging roads 
similar to the Porter/Kennedy amendment. 


thing in mind about the relative utility of the 
Porter/Kennedy, Dicks and Bryan amendments. They 
will not stop road construction on national forest 
lands. First, the proposal only focuses on logging 
roads and allows road construction to continue for 
activities such as recreation. In addition, road fund- 
ing remains possible through two other avenues. 
The infamous salvage logging slush fund can be 
used to pay for the administration of road construc- 
tion in association with salvage sales. It can't be 
used for the construction itself, but the roads con- 
structed are typically designed by the Forest Service, 
especially if they are paid for with PRCs. In addition 
to the problems with off-budget funds like the 
salvage fund, a more insidious road problem plagues 
our national forest — temporary roads. 

Almost all temporary roads are built to access 


timber sales, and believe it or not, the timber indus- 
try pays for these roads themselves. So: a) we cannot 
stop funding them by fighting congressional appro- 
priations; and b) we cannot tell them how or how 
not to construct them. Temporary roads have al- 
most no design standards. The Forest Service timber 
sale administrator and the timber company build- 
ing the road agree mutually to the 
locations of temporary roads. The 
agency also designates the clearing 
width for the road. No other design 
standards are allowed on tempo- 
rary roads except those that might 
be implemented by the state like 
best management practices (BMPs). 
BMPs however, are not enforceable. 
They are voluntary regulations. If 
the Forest Service decides that a 
temporary road is going to be con- 
structed in a sensitive area, then 
they can attach separate design pro- 
visions as part of the contract. Then 
the road is upgraded to a "specified 
short-term road" and it also there- 
fore qualifies for PRCs. 

The Forest Service does not keep 
track of temporary roads because 
they are not a part of the perma- 
nent forest transportation system. 
So temporary roads are not even 
counted in the 377,000 miles of 
roads that the Forest Service ac- 
knowledges it has on its land. And 
temporary roads often fail to be 
closed as required by the National 
Forest Management Act. 

So even though we are strong 
supporters of the original Porter/ 
Kennedy amendment, we recog- 
nize that it is not a panacea for 
the problems caused by roads in 
wildland ecosystems. Road building on our na- 
tional forests and other public lands has run 
rampant for long enough. Let's expand the Zero 
Cut message: Not one more mile of road on 
national forests! 

For more information on fighting temporary roads 
and other road issues, contact the: 

Wildlands Center for Preventing Roads (Wild- 
lands CPR) POB 7516 Missoula, MT 59807; (406) 
543-9551; wildlandscpr@wildrockies.org, 
www.wildrockies.org/wildcpr. 

Tom Youngblood-Petersen is the Development Direc- 
tor of Wildlands CPR. Bethany Walder is the Executive 
Director. Wildlands CPR seeks the protection and recov- 
ery of large scale wilderness and biodiversity by recreat- 
ing an interconnected network of roadless public wild- 
lands. 
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On the Brink of Extinction 

by Dianne Burnham 

Dysart Woods in Belmont County, Ohio is making national news. For many years farmers have 
claimed that longwall mines have been responsible for the decline of their natural water resources: 
ground water, streams, springs and wells. Longwalling is a type of coal mining in which the whole 
seam is removed as the working faces are advanced, the place of the excavated coal being filled in 
with rubbish, or by the roof caving in. Despite their complaints, Ohio's Department of Natural 
Resources Division of Mines and Reclamation rubber stamps every mine application. 

The Division of Mines and Reclamation now also insists that the farmers must present "scientific 
evidence of vegetative stress from the loss of ground water" if they are ever to deny a mine permit 
application. 

Now lines are being drawn in the sand. Local people are summoning their energy together with 
the help of ecologists to prepare to defend Dysart Woods from Ohio Valley Coal Company's plan to 
longwall within the Dysart watershed 

Threatened with the enforcement of the Clean Air Act, Ohio Valley Coal is stepping up their efforts 
to suck every last ounce of high sulfur coal from the coal seam that runs under most of Belmont 
County. In their path lies a 50-acre ancient forest within a 455-acre nature preserve. Many trees are 
400 years old and the largest poplar tree in Ohio resides quietly among them. Dysart was designated 
a National Natural Landmark by the Department of Interior in 1966 and is currently under the 
ownership and stewardship of Ohio University. 

Coal mining, or the removal of the carboniferous forest that was previously here, is the biggest 

continued on page 27 



But all you anti-road activists should keep some- 
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Dineh Resistance Continues 


Less than fifteen traditional Dineh (Navajo) families are holding 
out on the land around Black Mesa, ancient home to the Dineh and 
Hopi. On March 31, 1997, the deadline passed for signing the 
Accommodation Agreement which would "allow" Dineh residents 
to remain on their land for 75 additional years under highly 
restrictive conditions. The traditional Dineh are being coerced to 
relocate to make way for Peabody Western Coal Company's plans to 
mine the land around Black Mesa. Wrongful arrests continue as 
Peabody attempts to rob natives of their land and way of life. Here 
are two of their stories. 

Mabel Benally and her family live directly adjacent to Peabody 
Western's Black Mesa coal strip mine. Her family has lived on 
this land for generations; she remembers well what it was like 
before the coal mine came. "We were 
happy before the mine came. You could 
see the air around you and smell the 
earth. There was no dust and no black 
smoke from the mining. It was peaceful. 

There were springs and water from all 
over. Now they're gone. Now there is 
contaminated water, it's the only thing 
that's running now." One of her daugh- 
ters now suffers from serious respiratory 
problems, as do many of her sheep. Many 
acres of her traditional grazing lands 
have been destroyed by the mine. 

On May 30, 1997, Peabody's bulldozers 
began to demolish 19 more acres. Mabel, 
her husband, and two of their daughters 
opposed the destruction of this land by 
standing firm in the face of the bulldozers. They were eventually 
handcuffed by Navajo police and removed from the scene and 
Peabody proceeded to bulldoze the land. 

The Benallys spent 19 hours in jail. While in custody Lucille 
Benally, one of Mabel's daughters, suffered an epileptic seizure. 
The Navajo authorities administered a medicine that she was 
allergic to. After she had a violent reaction to the drugs, the 
family was released. Peabody spokesperson, Beth Ulinger, claimed 
that "we believe that the tribal police handled the situation 
professionally, as well as in a manner that protected the safety 
of everyone involved." 

Lawrence Altsisi lives in his ceremonial hogan on Black Mesa 
where his family has lived for generations. While other members 
of his family accepted relocation in 1988, Lawrence never signed 
away his hogan on the Hopi Partitioned Land. 

On June 11, 1997, government agents came to Lawrence's home 


to impound his sheep. Chris Interpreter, Lawrence's nephew, 
stood in front of the corral and told the Rangers that they could 
not take his family's livestock. He was eventually handcuffed and 
dragged off. The sheep were seized, and Lawrence's vehicle was 
impounded. Chris now awaits his court date on charges of tres- 
passing and resisting arrest. Three of Lawrence's non-native guests, 
one of whom was only 1 7, witnessed the incident and stayed at the 
homesite in protest. The three were charged with disorderly 
conduct and contributing to the delinquency of a minor. Interest- 
ingly, they were not charged with trespassing. 

Chris Interpreter, outraged at the injustice and corruption of the 
federal and tribal governments, issued this statement: "Greed closed 
the doors of communication and morality towards both tribes, as the 

US government encourages the 
struggle between the tribes. They 
want us to fight. They need us to 
fight because the pulse of America 
and the American mainstream 
mindset depend on our downfall ... 
A representative of the Navajo Tribe 
also told my uncle [Lawrence] that 
they would do everything in their 
power to help my family out with 
| the livestock impoundment fees. ... 
j They've done nothing for the 
| people but feed them lies and let 
| their own pockets grow fatter. I will 
apologize to the Navajo Tribe when 
they really do something to help 
my family and other families keep 
the sacred essence of our way of life. Until then I will pray with faith 
and hope that both tribes awaken from corruption and show the 
true beauty of tradition from their heart and soul." 

Lawrence was later permitted to retrieve his sheep and goats for 
$14 per head and paid $152 for the return of his vehicle. The fact 
that he could buy back the sheep illustrates that the impoundment 
process serves no other purpose than extortion and harassment. 

As of now, there is still an ongoing need for financial support and 
solid volunteers to go to Black Mesa. Educate yourself; work through 
a local or regional support group in your area before going down. If 
you've already been there, we need you. If you know people who'd be 
helpful, they don't need to be hard-core activists — egos stay home! 
Call (360) 352-8526 and Media Island will put you in touch with 
people in your area. For more information, check out 
www.primenet.com/--dineh/ 

— Media Island International 



Chris Interpreter dragged off his land by Hopi Rangers 


Closing the Door on CMpmllk 


Northeast. The Native Forest Network's Third Annual Northeast 
Spring Summit (May 16-18) saw the formation of a Northeast-wide 
campaign against neoliberalism using the multinational timber 



Paul White locked to woodchip shaker 


by Orin Langelle 

At 5 a.m. on June 16, the Native Forest Network, Northeast 
Ecological Defenders (NEED) and Earth First! occupied R & 
Chipping Enterprises in Shelburne, New Hampshire. One pro- 
tester, Paul White, locked himself to a woodchip shaker with a 
Kryptonite lock, effectively shutting down business as usual. The 
action was part of an international campaign by the Native Forest 
Council to boycott woodchipping. Two climbers dropped a 
banner reading "NATIVE FORESTS NOT WOOD CHIPS" from the 
operations headquarters as other demonstrators climbed atop 
huge piles of logs awaiting chipping. White unlocked himself 
and was arrested after log-truck drivers threatened to remove the 
lock with a sledgehammer. 

A Native Forest Council statement distributed during the 
action read: "Chipmills reduce forests to their lowest denomina- 
tor. They decimate living trees to make paper and energy which 
we do not need. The appetite of a chipmill exceeds the resources 
of the surrounding land. Once it has had its fill of our forests, it 
moves on to feed somewhere else. We need to stop allowing 
industry into our backyards — where they make a buck and we 
lose our lands and our jobs." 

We came to R & J Chipping Enterprises to say NO MORE 
CHIPMILLS. We want to shut down existing chipmills until a 
region-wide Environmental Impact Study is done by the Environ- 
mental Protection Agency to assess the cumulative effect chipmills 
have on our bioregions. As forestry technology becomes more 
advanced, fewer people are required to harvest more and more 
forests. Jobs that used to feed families are now done by machines, 
and the profits from these advances gets concentrated in the hands 
of corporate elites. 

This action was the first of many planned throughout the 


A number of forest actions are planned throughout the summer and 
fall in Vermont, Maine and Quebec that are designed to tie all of the 
respective issues together. 

For more information contact the Native Forest Network at Eastern 
North American Resource Center, POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402; 
(802) 863-0571, fax (802) 863-2532; e-mail: nfnena@igc.apc.org; or 
Native Forest Network, Gulf of Maine, RR2, Box 370, Verona Island, 
ME 04416; (207) 469-2552, fax (207) 469-2116; e-mail: 
nfn@telplus.net. 
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rizzly Bear Reintroduction Rotten 


rces in the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), the Draft Environmental 
n grizzly bear reintroduction to the Salmon-Selway-Bitterroot region of central 
/iontana will soon be mailed out from Missoula. The USFWS prefers the timber- 
ed by the Resource Organization on Timber Supply (ROTS) and other forest 
this new twist: They plan on taking grizzly bears from the Yellowstone and 
arshall Wilderness Areas for the reintroduction. 


Impact Statei 
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oriented plai 
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. Glacier Park/ 
Alternative 


by Beverly Cherner 

Construction of a recreational vehicle park and camp- 
ground threatens to destroy some of the last remaining 
populations of the San Francisco garter snake and the 
California red-legged frog. The Coastside Habitat Coalition 
(CHC), a grassroots organization of coastal protection 
advocates, is taking legal action to halt construction at 
Cascade Ranch in San Mateo County. Activists are also 
preparing for nonviolent direct action. 

The development is planned for a 430-acre parcel bor- 
dering Cascade Ranch State Park and Ano Nuevo State 
Reserve. The campground and RV park are just the begin- 
ning. Development partners Prime Property Capital and 
Paul Gould, Inc. have received permits to build 210 
camping units, a health spa, two lodges with 138 guest 
suites, a restaurant, five gymnasiums, three swimming 
pools, three tennis courts, and various other abomina- 
tions. Never mind that San Mateo County voters have 
overwhelmingly approved three recent coastal-protec- 
tion initiatives. The completed development would be 
the largest town on the coast between Half Moon Bay and 
Santa Cruz, a distance of 52 miles. 

The US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) has docu- 
mented a population of red-legged frogs at the site. The 
frog was listed as a threatened species after the develop- 
ment had been approved. However, the agency has taken 
no action to halt the project. At press time, attorneys for 
the CHC were seeking a temporary restraining order, 
charging violations of the Endangered Species Act. 

The frog is an essential food source for the endangered 
San Francisco garter snake, known to exist only in San 
Mateo County. In its 1985 recovery plan for the snake, the 
USFWS determined that at least 10 populations are neces- 
sary for its survival; in a 1 995 report, the agency identified 
only six populations. Two of these are near the develop- 
ment site at adjacent Cascade Ranch State Park and at Ano 
Nuevo. Local residents have seen at least two snakes on or 
near the construction site. 

The Cascade Ranch deal was engineered in the 1980s by 
several private and governmental interests. The Trust for 
Public Land bought the parcel, supposedly for preserva- 
tion, but ultimately sold it to Paul Gould, Inc. instead. 
Because of insufficient water on-site for large-scale devel- 
opment, the state allocated nearly all the water rights 
from the adjacent Cascade Ranch State Park. The Califor- 
nia Coastal Conservancy, a state agency, loaned Paul 
Gould, Inc. a million dollars to complete the deal. 

Environmental activists opposed the project aggres- 
sively, driving Paul Gould, Inc. into bankruptcy. In 1996, 
San Francisco-based 
Prime Property Capital 
bought into the devel- 
opment and resurrected 
it. The new owners un- j 

|ler^«imate the^ ^ioii 

habitat both at Case ade 
Ranch and at another H 
site threatened by de- 
velopment near the San 

Francisco International ' K ' 

Airport. Construction at A 

Cascade Ranch could begin any time. Get on our phone 
tree to do direct action or to offer support handling 
publicity, fundraising, food, etc. 

The CHC is planning to set up information pickets and 
a hotel boycott in the San Francisco Area targeting build- 
ings owned by Prime Property Capital and Joie de Vivre 
Hotels. 

Contact the CHC at POB 49, San Gregorio, CA 94074; 
(415) 726-0565, fax (415) 712-1845; e-mail: 
sangregoro@aol.com. 

Beverly Cherner is a long-time Earth First! activist who likes 
to spend her time in the redwoods playing banjo for the banana 
slugs and other children of the forest. 


daho, but reproductive 
len from the threatened 
tinental Divide popu- 
ther risk. It's oiie step 
back for the grizzly. It's 

Write a letter to Dr. 

.'; , B|£e2j^£NPn|^^HpP' Grizzly Coordinator, US 

POB 5127, Missoula, MT 

[3 t you support Alter- native 4, the option submit- 

for the WildRockies and Salmon-Selway Grizzly Coalition. It maintains full 
all grizzlies under the Endangered Species Act, whether reintroduced or local, 
entire Greater Salmon-Selway-Bitterroot ecosystem and prohibits logging and 
n grizzly habitat. Alternative 4 calls for the removal of 3,500 miles of logging 
>ration of a habitat corridor to allow grizzly movement throughout the area, 
amative 4 be changed to prohibit relocation of grizzlies for reintroduction to 

■duled for the following locations and dates: Hamilton, Montana and Salmon, 
’; Missoula, Montana and Lewiston, Idaho on August 28; Helena, Montana and 
gust 29. Public comments will be accepted until October 9, 1997. We do not 
at of the hearings, but it's time for everyone concerned about the fate of the 
involved. 

calendars now and stay posted for further alerts. Contact the Alliance for the 
iwr@wildrockies.org for more information or call the following numbers: 
ke Bader), (406) 721-5420; Boise office (Don Smith), (208) 386-9014; Bozeman 
s), (406) 586-6888. 

' ' ...... : 
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by Nicole J. Rosmarino 

On the weekend of July 5-6, members of Rocky Mountain Animal Defense (RMAD) and the Great 
Plains Restoration Council (GPRC) made a stand for the prairie. Two separate groups intervened in 
a prairie dog hunt, placing themselves between shooters and their targets. After interrupting the 
killing, they were arrested on charges ranging from Criminal Trespass, Intentional Interference with 
a Lawful Hunt, Resisting Arrest and Conspiracy for their actions. 

The real criminals were the perverse individuals who get stimulated by ecocide and "red mist" — 
a prairie dog exploding from the impact of a high-powered rifle. 

The GPRC and RMAD were forced to take action because the end is near for the 

I prairie dog and the prairie ecosystem they sustain. Prairie dogs are at a tiny fraction 
of their historical population; their numbers have dropped from 5 billion individu- 
als in the days when the bison roamed, to less than one or two million individuals 
today. Contrary to what the Fish and Wildlife Service might say, this number is 
minuscule, and should indicate the urgency of the situation. 

Prairie dog population levels should not be measured by counting individuals. 
A lone prairie dog cannot perform the functions of a colony — providing a 
sustainable prey base, aerating the soil, invigorating vegetation, channeling run- 
| off to the water table, and providing shelter for birds, rodents and reptiles. 
J Therefore, what should be counted is the number of prairie dog colonies that are 
= healthy, can sustain viable populations and are close enough to other healthy, 
I non-fragmented colonies to allow migration and genetic mixing. Part of any 
s realistic definition of a healthy prairie dog colony is its accessibility to foxes, 
coyotes, badgers, raptors and other predators. 

taUed mme dg Scientists and prairie activists alike know that upwards of 1 50 vertebrate species 
p depend on the prairie dog, either for the habitat they create or as a prey base. 

Declining species associated with prairie dogs include the mountain plover, ferruginous hawk, 
burrowing owl and swift fox. Of special note is the black-footed ferret, one of the rarest mammals in 
the world, whose listing as endangered under the ESA can be attributed to declining prairie dog 
populations, as prairie dogs comprise most of a black-footed ferret's diet. 

Do prairie dog shooters care? Not a bit. Their aim is eradication. These guys want to wipe prairie dogs 
off the map, and they sure as hell don't care if they destroy every associate species in the process. They 
want a West populated with commercial animals — sheep and cattle. They want a West that's a meat 
machine. And, as you could guess, it's activists, not policy-makers who are standing in their way. 

It's time to shut the killers down. It's time to stand up (or lock down) for the prairie dog and the 
prairie. Contact RMAD at (303) 449-4422 or GPRC at (719) 544-2346 for more information and to 
provide support, in the form of your money, time or good will. 

Nicole J. Rosmarino is a "pathological trespasser" and co-director of Rocky Mountain Animal Defense. 
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Zhe Raging Riff-Raff of (Derry Cnglanfc 


by Al Decker 

The culture of ecological and social resistance is 
thriving in the United Kingdom. This article focuses 
primarily on England, though much of the same can 
be said of Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. 

Earth First! in the UK today seems similar to 
American EF! of the early eighties: a young move- 
ment, full of fire, battling mainstream groups over 
the sabotage issue, at times totally unorganized and 
dysfunctional, yet managing to pull off brilliant 
actions, pushing the boundaries on what is accept- 
able and, perhaps most importantly, spreading the 
good news abroad. For instance, the amazing Young 
Lions EF! group from South Africa got turned on to 
EF! when three of them were political refugees in 
England during Apartheid. Radical eco-activists from 
countries including Germany, Finland, the Czech 
Republic, Slovakia, France, Sweden, Norway, New 
Zealand, Australia, Poland, Russia, Italy, Greece and 
Sudan have come to learn from the movement in 
the UK and taken what they learned back to their 
bioregions. Britain has certainly sent its fair share of 
resistance strategies and innovative road-blockad- 
ing techniques over to the US and Canada, includ- 
ing inspiration for North American cells of Hunt 
Saboteurs, the Earth Liberation Front, and the Ani- 
mal Liberation Front. 

One difference between Britain and North America 
is that fewer people here call themselves "Earth 
Firstlers," and EF! groups don't really conduct cam- 
paigns as such, but more often provide a forum for 
people to get involved in a variety of actions. British 
EF! also has a deeper involvement in social justice 
issues and class analysis, due to the long and hard 
history of its class-based society, as well as the near 
complete lack of British wilderness to defend. 

Road (and Infrastructure) Wars 

The British anti-roads movement has met with 
staggering success. Since the first major campaign at 
Twyford Down in 1992, the Department of Trans- 
port has seen each proposed road protested, block- 
aded, sabotaged and otherwise deterred. The recent 
eviction of the Fairmile camp, considered the Uni- 
versity of Road Protests, may signal the end of a road 
wars era. Yet the movement has won a limited 
victory, with several hundred road schemes can- 
celed and widespread public support for a ban on 
new roads. Many activists are looking to move in 
new directions; one told me that open-cast mining 
protests will be the next major focus; another said 
industrial transport, including airports and rail- 
roads. Yet it's likely that the movement will chal- 
lenge the entire industrial infrastructure (including 
shopping malls, golf courses, urban sprawl and 
other nefarious forms of development).The current 


to remove the tunnelers at Fairmile.) The scene at 
Manchester during Easter weekend was totally sur- 
real. On a Saturday morning, dawn's rosy fingertips 
illuminated a lovely site; the barbed-wire fence 
surrounding the site had been seriously trashed. 
Base campers were openly and gleefully talking 
about the next three nights of holiday monkey 
wrenching festivities. Others were using sections of 
liberated fence to build fortifications for tunnels, 
camps and tree forts, and otherwise making them- 
selves at home. The airport has to go through 
lengthy court proceedings to remove each indi- 
vidual squatter, even though they are located on 
private property. t 

Opposition to mining has really kicked off here in* 
the last couple of years as reflected by a recent well- 
publicized EF! action in Wales against an open-cast 
mine (or strip-mine). The state reacted in advance 
by hassling local organizers (to the point where 
most didn't even show up for the action) and 
basically setting up a military occupation of the site: 
200 riot troops, 150 police, Special Branch officers 
(similar to the FBI), the Royal Marines, four miles of 
razor wire fencing, road blocks; shit, they even 
welded down the manhole covers! So, instead of 
heading off to an ugly head-bashing, the gathered 
activists out-bluffed the coppers and instead went 
to a nearby mining site, the scene of major actions 
over the last year. A "virtual" action at the port was 
achieved (it was reported that the police costs for 
the weekend were over $300,000) with massive 
media, and a solid rampage at the mine ensued, 
shutting down work for the day. A number of 
machines were allegedly damaged, and the corpora- 
tion claimed that it had to lay off 20 workers as a 
result. 

A humorous situation occurred when an EF! activ- 
ist from abroad was arrested and gave the name of 
Edward Abbey to the Old Bill (police). A Special 
Branch agent told the local cops at the jail that 
Edward Abbey is the founder of Earth First! and a 
writer of eco-terrorism manuals, which provided 
some comic relief when they removed him from his 
cell into isolation, saying they feared for the safety 
of the other inmates. Needless to say, when they 
discovered Edward Abbey had died a decade ago and 
their big chance at catching an international terror- 
ist disappeared, they weren't very amused. 

Monkeywrenching in the UK 

An editor of the EF! Journal once gave a speech at 
a conference in Eugene advocating public mon- 
key- wrenching. The EF! movement in Britain is 
evolving towards that, the most spectacular ex- 
ample being the recent Newbury Rampage detailed 
in the most recent Journal. A thousand people 
broke through fences and stormed a construction 


campaign against the expansion of the Manchester site, dismantling heavy equipment to the 
Airport reflects this. jTCHKUNGl-esque beat of pixies drumming on 

The usual rad, basecamp riff-raff, joined by gray- / Earth-raping machines (music plays a big part in 
haired local residents, are putting up one hell of a / British festivals, actions and riots). Flames of elfin 
fight to save a lovely area of woodland set to be / glee flickered up into a fog-shrouded night sky, as 
clear-cut, filled and paved into a runway. The tun-/ cops and security watched helplessly. In a similar 
nelers, straigh t out of Tolkien^are fiendishly dig*-/ vein, at an EF! National Action in 1995, hundreds 
ging shafts and wrcKedly-clever fortifications. Fifty of activists stormed an open-cast mine and 
feet up a cliff wall overlooking a classic British wrenched the place up (even the train tracks fell 
countryside stream, a rappel line can be seen hang- apart and disappeared), causing an estimated 
ing down to a horizontal tunnel, reminiscent of an $400,000 worth of damage and shutting the place 
Anasazi cliff dwelling. down for days. 

Though collapse is pssible, UK activists have urged! EF! UK activists are also more angry and less 
me to encourage Americans and Canadians to take 1 polite during office occupations. Following the EF! 
tunnels up as a blockading technique. (Indeed, it \ anti-open cast action mentioned above, a raid on 
took seven days for a professional spelunking crew \Jthe Under-Sheriff's office turned into quite a me- 
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lee, with creme pies flying all over the place and 
files rearranged and liberated. 

Reclaim the Streets 

This London-based group has held three major 
street parties and several other actions during the 
last couple of years, and already Reclaim the Streets 
ideas have spread throughout Britain and abroad. A 
front page story in the EF! Journal (September- 
October '96) described last summer's "Street Party 
'96: A Festival of Resistance," which promoted the 
view that, "Ultimately it is in the streets that power 
must be dissolved: for the streets where daily life is 
endured, suffered and eroded, and where power is 
confronted and fought, must be turned into the 
domain where daily life is enjoyed, created and 
nourished." Yes, and that is certainly what hap- 
pened when 8,000 people partied on the M41 
motorway while pneumatic drills tore up the con- 
crete beneath the skirts of 30' Victorian Lady 
streetwalkers. Creative and ambitious might be good 
adjectives to describe the group. 

Hunt Saboteurs 

The Hunt Saboteurs Association (HSA) has been 
active for 30 years, disrupting hunts and educating 
the public about cruel bloodsports. All over the 
British Isles, hunts are constantly disrupted by dedi- 
cated, well-organized and well-funded sabs. The HSA 
produces an excellent quarterly journal, entitled 
Howl, with info that would be useful to activists in 
North America, as well as publish an updated tactics 
booklet. After many years of hard work, it seems clear 
that the days of legal fox hunting are numbered. 

Great British Publications: 

• Do or Die: Voices of Earth First! 

The scurrilous diatribe against industrial culture 
entitled Do or Die ( DoD ) has roughly the same 
publishing schedule as Live Wild or Die (LWOD), 
which is to say, infrequent. 

• The EF! Action Update 

The EF! Action Update, published continuously 
since 1991, is definitely what it purports to be: 
updates on actions and happenings both in the UK 
and abroad. It shares the same radical cutting edge 
of the wedge as DoD and serves to put people from 
many different campaigns and movements in touch 
with each other. 

•Green Anarchist 

"For the Destruction of Civilization, " which boldly 
appears in the Green Anarchist (GA) masthead, aptly 
describes where the Oxford green anarchists are 
coming from. Perhaps no other publication I've 
ever come across elicits a reaction like GA. Origi- 
nally a peacenik newsletter, it evolved into more of 
anti-industrial/anarcho paper in the late eighties 
and early nineties and ultimately developed its full- 
on philosophy under the current editorship. 

People seem to either love or hate GA. Yet, even 
those who claim to be ambivalent about it often 
read it compulsively to check out the ecodefense, 
animal liberation and community resistance dia- 
ries. These world-wide diaries list various actions, 
demos, blockades, monkeywrenching, arson, sabo- 
tage, acts of community resistance and also break- 
down. From postal strikes to political bombings, 
they serve as a compilation of discontent. 

The GA folks are extremely critical of what they 
consider to be a pathetic response by American activ- 
ists to the Unabomber affair, and they are also skepti- 
cal of the LWOD #6, which they consider tame, 

continued on next page 



DOWN BY LAW IN THE SPHYNX FREE STATE 


BY TrILLIAM 

During the night of June 1, as part of Cascadia's 
"Road Blockade Summer, " a blockade made of logging 
debris was erected on road 2265 in the Detroit District 
of the Willamette National Forest to prevent the 
logging of fourteen units of the Sphynx timber sale. 
These cuts will fragment the formerly pristine Lynx 
Creek drainage which is corridor habitat between the 
Middle Santiam and Mount Jefferson Wilderness ar- 
eas, severely compromising their genetic diversity. 
The cuts total about 400 acres that intrude into a 1,200 
acre roadless area (one of the largest roadless areas in 
the Detroit District). These slopes also drain directly 
into the North Santiam River, the water supply for 
Oregon's capital city of Salem. 

The blockade was the culmination of a three 
month long effort to stop the Sphynx sale. Our 
actions began in April when activists put their 
bodies in front of snow-plowing bulldozers. After 
the roads were opened we had a gate lockdown, a 
tripod, and erected giant barricades out of snow 
blocks. A rally for the masses culminated with the 
mayor of Salem denouncing the sale and calling for 
civil disobedience and ending with a public yarning 
of the trees. Cat-and-mouse shut down work for half 
the day on several occasions. College students cut 
class and put their lives on the line in an attempted 
highway blockade. Many people have hiked the 
area and experienced its beauty as well as the patches 
of devastation around it. 

The lockdown, known affectionately as the "bea- 
ver hut" by the federates, was made almost entirely 
out of logging waste — left-behind logs, slash and 
old cable. This style of blockade is very economical, 
requiring only a lockbox as its only monetary ex- 
pense. Vast quantities of tightly packed slash were 
the key to protecting the locked-down activist from 
painholds and other abuse. A few of the units had 
been entered in April and yarded over heavy snow 
so we were fortunate to have plentiful materials 
close at hand. Acrylic yarn tightened and reinforced 
the structure even more. 

Blockaders celebrated June 4, a call to end a 
hundred years of logging on public lands in the 
same make-shift style. For lack of a banner and in 
hopeful anticipation of a media visit they wrote 
"ZERO CUT" in heavy rocks on the road which 
stubbed the toes of several frustrated Freddies. 


Over the eighteen days of the blockade folks came 
and went. Flats off to all who brought food and 
supplies to the blockade. Because of a road closure to 
motorized vehicles (except for Freddies, loggers and 
hired goons) everything had to be hiked in at least two 
miles up challenging slopes. Thumbs down to "Access 
Consulting Group" (ACG), the private security com- 
pany who worked hand-in- 
hand with the Forest Service 
and the purchaser, Frank Lum- 
ber, in monitoring the block- 
ade. Another thumbs down to 
the Forest Service PR lackeys 
who came by for a "tour" ("and 
this is a protester, this is a black 
bear, this young man is what 
they call 'locked down'") Our 
old adversary Forest Service Law 
Enforcement Officer Don 
Galbraith (aka "Frankie", aka 
"Twitchy ") was back on the 
scene fresh from some action 
at China Left with more crazy 
antics. Especially memorable 
was when he discovered our 
makeshift refrigerator in a 
snowbank. Fie promptly raided 
it and made off with three pounds of cream cheese! We 
didn 't discover it was missing until the next morning's 
bagel breakfast. When he came by again we called him 
on his theft. He could only mumble, "I would never 
eat your food." 

The bust happened around 6:00 a.m. on the 
morning of June 19. The feds tried to keep valiant 
Air from locking down, but to no avail. After they 
cooled down a bit they handcuffed the twelve other 
activists they managed to round up near the block- 
ade. At first they were told they were all arrested and 
would be going to Linn County Jail in Albany. But 
when people refused to give their names or other- 
wise cooperate negotiations quickly turned in our 
favor and the detainees were uncuffed. The county 
has been lax in prosecuting this past spring's activist 
arrestees due to recent cuts in funding that have 
taken the teeth out of most of the Freddie's threats. 

, It was funnier than hell watching about eight law 
enforcement personnel sweat while tearing down 
the "beaver hut" by hand. Sadly, it took them only 
two hours so we recommend with this style of block- 


ade to pile up absolutely as much debris as humanly 
possible. It will be worth the hours of entertainment 
you may enjoy later on. Air received no pain compli 
ance abuse and was out of jail by 5:00 p.m. 

The Sphynx Free State unfortunately coincided wit 
several other big events on the Cascadian calendar 
the June 1 downtown tree sit in Eugene, the June 4 
rallies to end logging on public lands, as well as the 

China Left 
campaign to 
the south. 
While this 
provided a 
busy activist 
schedule for 
Westside 
folks, the en- 
■§. ergy to turn 
| the Sphynx 

1 blockade 

2 into another 
| W a r n e r 
= Creek was 

too diffused. 
At the very 
least, more 
labor to 

build up the lockdown may have made the blockade 
more formidable to the federates. The human and 
material resources to "Warnerize" never came to- 
gether. 

They're still cutting Sphynx though, despite our 
long and sustained efforts. The North Santiam tim- 
ber mob (Freres Lumber, Young & Morgan, Frank 
Lumber, Thomas Creek and their ilk), and their 
friends in the bureaucracy have never budged an 
inch in their plans for this place. This is a bitter 
struggle with no happy endings. They still haven't 
touched the fourteen units off of FS Road 2265 
which gives us hope. The best news about our efforts 
comes from the astronomical cash expenditures 
made to surveil us and bust up our blockades, the 
lack of a federal closure on the sale area at any time, 
the lack of prosecution against the arrestees and the 
spirit of those warriors who could never be stopped 
and made the whole thing possible. 

The loveley and talented Trillium is friends with 
some real wingnuts. She was recently spotted locked 
down to a condemned tree in Eugene, OR. 
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perhaps in particular for lacking an "Eco- 
fucker Hit List." To their credit, they did 
report on the FBI harassment of the 
Katuah folks about LWOD and have 
issued a call of solidarity: "We hear the 
Feds are after the editors of Live Wild or 
Die for supposedly inciting FC. They are 
currently on the run and could do with 
more support than a cowed US anarcho 
scene has shown Ted K so far." 

I have gone into the Green Anarchist 
at length because the publication, and 
the activists involved in the amor- 
phous movement towards a green 
anarchy, are the vanguard of resis- 
tance to industrial culture here in Brit- 
ain, and their actions and evolving 
philosophy are having an effect abroad 
as well. The concept of "HEAL" (hu- 
man, earth, animal liberation) has 
encouraged activists have to venture 
out of their single-issue ideological 
ghettoes and link up with other move- 
ments. Animal rights people now take 
part in street parties; earth activists go 
, to animal rights demos; anarchists take 
part in road wars, recognizing that it is 
the heartless techno-industrial system 
as a whole which brings misery to 
humans and non-humans alike. 

• Schnews and Squall 

These two very different publica- 


tions are effective and creative forms 
of communication. Schnews is put 
out by "Justice?," an anti-CJA collec- 
tive based in Brighton. These folks 
are plugged into the activist scene all 
across Britain, and they get reports 
about all sorts of trouble from the 
actual activists instead of the corpo- 
rate media. Every week they publish 
a widely-distributed, double-sided 
flyer. Unafraid to call politicians, 
bureaucrats and corporate execs the 
wankers that they are, Schnews is a 
lively and uncompromising rag. Be- 
sides the schnews, each issue con- 
tains a CJA arrestometer, a crap-ar- 
rest-of-the-week award and a bril- 
liant disclaimer. 

Squall is sort of the high brow, pol- 
ished publication of squatters, ravers, 
dongas (who are kind of like the crowd 
at a typical American protest base 
camp), anarchists, social activists and 
other "Do It Yourself" folks; it's sub- 
titled "a magazine for assorted itiner- 
ants." What distinguishes Squall from 
other news journals is the excellent 
quality of the writing. The layout is 
really good, the articles provoking 
and, all-in-all, its a killer read. If you 
want to find out what's happening 
with British counter-culture overall, 


you probably couldn't do better than 
subscribing to Squall. 

We're Watching Big Brother 

Conscious Cinema and Undercurrents 
are two activist video collectives that do 
a great job of publicizing direct action 
and protest through a series of tapes, 
each a collection of films and footage 
from various groups and movements. 
Conscious Cinema is a bit more lively 
and punk, while Undercurrents is more 
polished and traditional. But they both 
get incredible footage of actions and 
succeed at getting the film out, both to 
the media and through their own re- 
leases. One recurring bone of conten- 
tion, however, is that video documen- 
tation of actions has been used by the 
cops to identify and arrest activists at a 
later date. On the other hand, footage 
has also been used by activists to earn 
acquittals, dropped charges and false- 
arrest lawsuit victories. 

Conscious Cinema and Undercurrents 
keep people up-to-date on what's 
happening in often far away places, 
communicate in a very compelling 
way to non activists or those who 
relate best to the video medium, and 
inspire and incite concerned indi- 
viduals to take action against the 
forces of destruction. 

For more information and British 
contacts, check the EF! Journal direc- 
tory or write: 


Hunt Saboteurs Association and 
Howl at POB 2786, Brighton, BN2 
2AX, England; phone/fax 01273 
622827; e-mail: hsa@gn.apc.org; http:/ 
/envirolink.org/arrs/HSA/ 
newhsa2.html 

Reclaim the Streets at POB 9656, 
London, N4 4NL, England; phone 
0171 281 4621; e-mail: rts@gn.apc.org; 
http://www.hrc.wmin.ac.uk/cam- 
paigns/rts.html 

Green Anarchist at BCM 1715, Lon- 
don WC1N 3XX, England. The Green 
Anarchist is also available from 
Autonome Distro, POB 791191, New 
Orleans, LA 70179-1191 or Wind 
Chill Factor, POB 81961, Chicago, IL 
60688. 

Squall at POB 8959, London, N19 
5HW, England; e-mail: squall@ 
dircon.co.uk; http://www.phreak. 
co.uk/squall/ 

Schnews and Justice? aX POB 2600, 
Brighton, E. Sussex, BN2 2DX, En- 
gland; phone 01273 685913; http:// 
www.cbuzz.co.uk/SchNEWS/ 
index.html 

Conscious Cinema at POB 2679, 
Brighton, E. Sussex, BN22EF, England; 
phone 01273 679544; cinema@ 
phreak.intermedia.co.uk 

Undercurrents at 16b Cherwell St., 
Oxford, 0X4 1BG, England; phone 
01865 203 662; fax 01865 243 562; e- 
mail: underc@gn.apc.org 
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Ecuadorian Villagers 
Torch Mitsubishi Mine 


. re . ..r» . .* . t . .. t, - tn » t 

McLibel Verdict 
Ignites McAc lions 


In July of 1991, a pact was signed between the Japanese and 
Ecuadorian governments to allow Bishimetals, a subsidiary of 
Mitsubishi, and the state-owned CODIGEM (Corporacion de 
Desarrollo e Investigacion Metalurgico-Minera) to explore for 
copper in Junin, a community located in the Intag area of 
Imbabura Province, Ecuador. 

The Junin mining project is located in one of the world's 
most biologically diverse areas, the forests belonging to the zone 
known as "Choco" on the Ecuadorian/Colombia border. It is 
located on the slopes of the Toisan Cordillera which forms a 
part of the natural limits of the Cotacachi-Cayapas Ecological 
Reserve. There are a reported 72 million tons of copper in the 
concession, which Bishimetals plans to exploit by digging an 
open pit mine. The area is also one of those most threatened 
by deforestation. Ecuador has only 12 percent of these unique 
forests remaining. 

On May 12, affected communities called on government officials 
to meet with them immediately to discuss concerns about the 
Mitsubishi mine. During the past six years of exploration neither 
Bishimetals nor Mitsubishi have visited the communities directly 
affected by the mining project to inform the locals about the 
impacts of mining or to consult them on the project. After 72 
hours of no response, and with the help of some 100 villagers, 
including women and children, all goods were inventoried, 
removed from the site and handed over to local authorities. Then 
the community members burned the mine infrastructure to the 
ground as a protest against the company's presence. 

The communities state that the Bishimetals project does not 
have their prior approval and is therefore being developed 
"outside the national mining law." The demand an immediate 
and definitive end to any exploration and possible exploitation 
of copper in the Junin region. 

According to regional conservationist leader Carlos Zorilla, 
"the case of Junin is a dear wake-up call to governments all 
over the world, and to big mining companies in particular, that 
local populations must not be ignored and that their rights to 
decide their own future must never be overlooked." 

A General Assembly of approximately 70 communities and 
campesino organizations reinforced the rejection of the project 
on July 2. 1 he Assembly condemned the persecution and the 
psychological intimidation that the people of the communities 
affected by the proposal have been subjected to and held the 
government and Bishimetals responsible. The Assembly also stated 
that it would be "on the look out for anything which might 
lead to the activation of the project." 

Mario Leon Echeverria, President of the Intag Zonal 
Development Committee, stated that the government was 
"responsible for the communities' security," and called on all 
the popular and democratic organizations in the province and 
the country to join in the defense of Junin. However, according 
to Accion Ecologica, a Quito-based environmental group working 
to support the communities, there have been reports that a 
military camp may be set up near the site, escalating the tensions 
and contributing to the problems for the local people. 

For more information contact the Rainforest Action Network at 
450 Sansome St., 7th floor, San Francisco, CA 94133; (415)398-4404. 


Finnish Logging 
Destroys Proposed 
Russian Park 



When the longest trial in English history ended on June 19, neither the 
verdict nor the widespread exposure of McDonald's inexorable practices 
could possibly be called a vic- 
tory for the corporation. The 
defendants, Helen Steel and 
Dave Morris, lost parts of 
the judgment on tech- 
nicalities concerning 
legal and semantic in- 
terpretations of the 
"What's Wrong With 
McDonald's" fact 
sheet, and because 
McDonald's conve- 
niently changed 
its case several 
times when the 
evidence was 
against them. In 
spite of this, and 
all the other in- 
equities between 

the monster corporation and the two low-income activists, the defen- 
dants won significant and substantial parts of the judgment. 

The court found as fact that McDonald's "exploits children" 
through its advertising, is "culpably responsible" for cruelty to 
animals, pays low wages and is anti-union, sells food "high in fat and 
saturated fat and animal products and sodium," and that its "adver- 
tisements, promotions and booklets have pretended to a positive 
nutritional benefit which McDonald's food... did not match." 

McDonald's own witnesses testified that McDonald's had contrib- 
uted to rainforest deforestation by using beef from former rainforest 
land in Costa Rica, that in the UK, polystyrene products collected to 
be "recycled" in a PR scam were actually dumped, and that McDonald's 
was directly responsible for several outbreaks of E. coli food poisoning 
in both the US and UK. 

Initially, McDonald's Corporation, based in Oak Brook, Illinois, 
called the case a "UK issue" and refused to comment on the verdict. 
Later, in a move clearly calculated to minimize PR damage the 
Corporation abandoned legal efforts to halt distribution of the 
leaflets and has decided not to collect the £60,000 the defendants 
were ordered to pay, or to try to recover its courts costs, estimated at 
£10 million ($16 million). 

Meanwhile, the defendants and their supporters everywhere have 
expressed their reactions loud and clear. After hearing the verdict, the 
defendants thumbed their noses at McDonald's and the libel court by 
joining picketers outside the court to distribute the "libelous" pam- 
phlets. June 21 was the Victory Day of Action, celebrated with protests 
and leafleting outside over 500 McDonald's stores worldwide. 

On June 29, 200 protesters who were attending an animal rights 
conference across the street made their outrage known at a McDonald's 
in Arlington, Virginia. During "walk-thrus" disgruntled "customers" 
dragged out a "Ronald" statue and burned it on the sidewalk. One 
person was arrested for returning a large bag of used McDonald's 
packaging he found misplaced in the streets. Others lay prone, blockad- 
ing the store's exits. After a manager attempted to choke a female 
protester, pandemonium broke out, resulting in the closure of the store 
and the adjacent street. Police in riot gear arrested 18 people. 

A week of action is planned for October 1 1-18 to coincide with UN 
World Food Day (also known as World Anti-McDonald's Day) on 
October 16. Meanwhile, Steel and Morris are preparing to take the 
British government to the European Court of Human Rights to 
overturn the UK's unfair and oppressive libel laws, and continue to 
fight for the public's right to criticize multinational corporations. 

Check out http://www.mcspotlight.org for more information. 


The last fragments of ancient forest in northern Europe are being 
destroyed by a Finnish logging company, despite the area being 
scheduled for national park status and a World Heritage Site. 

Activists from the Finnish Nature League and Friends of the Earth 
Finland blockaded a sawmill in Finland belonging to Vainionpaa on 
May 7. Finland is a major supplier of timber and paper to the UK. 

The logging is taking place at Kalevala in Russian Karelia, close to 
the border of Finland. The forest is part of a so-called greenbelt on the 
Finnish-Russian border. 

Just five percent of the native forest remains in Sweden and 
Finland; the majority has been converted to intensively managed 
secondary forest. Over 1,700 forest-dwelling species in Sweden and 
over 700 in Finland are threatened as a result, according to a 
statement by Friends of the Earth UK. 

Finnish and Russian authorities have agreed to establish a national 
park in 100,000 hectares (386 square miles) of the forest. The 
national park proposal has strong support from the local commu- 
nity, which has officially stated that no logging should take place in 


the proposed park. In January, the local city administration of 
Kostamuksha officially supported the establishment of the Kalevala 
national park and signed an agreement with environmentalists that 
no logging should take place in the area proposed for the park. 

The area is also included in a proposal for a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site, which is supported by the Karelian Minister of the Environment. 

Friends of the Earth called on UK companies that import wood or 
paper from Finland to act urgently to ensure they are not dealing with 
companies such as Vainionpaa that are destroying Russia's natural 
heritage, with no regard for the wishes of the local people. 

The forest in Russian Karelia has been less exploited than that in 
Finland and extremely valuable ancient forest remains. Environmental- 
ists have been campaigning for this forest to be protected. As a result of 
the pressure, Finnish forestry giant ENSO agreed to a one-year morato- 
rium on logging in old-growth forests in Russian Karelia, although they 
have made no such commitment about old-growth forest in Finland. 
Other Finnish companies have not agreed to a moratorium. 

-E-Link News Service 
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Nuke Blockade in the Czech Republic 


On July 6, over 600 activists from 22 
countries gathered to support a block- 
ade of the Temelin Nuclear Power Plant 
(NPP). Temelin is located 150 kilome- 
ters (83 miles), from Prague. The plant 
was begun, and then abandoned, by 
the Soviets. Now CEZ (the Czech elec- 
tricity utility) and Westinghouse are 
completing this unwanted NPP. The 
Czech government insists that because 
construction began under the Com- 
munist regime,, normal rules of envi- 
ronmental assessment do not apply. 
The Hnuti Duha, a leading Czech en- 
vironmental group, is demanding that 
environmental impact studies be re- 
leased before further construction 
takes place. 

Activists blockaded nine of the eleven 
gates leading into the plant. The major- 
ity of gates were held by groups of 50-70 
activists lying on the pavement covered 
with sleeping bags and plastic sheets. 
Because of a counter-blockade by local 
police, it was difficult to get lockdowns 
or other heavy equipment in. The activ- 
ists had to rely on sheer numbers rather 
than technical cleverness to maintain 
the blockade. 

The first gate blockades broken up by 
the police removed roughly 300 block- 
aders, mostly Czech and Slovak. Some 
had steel tubes which the police used 


hammers and chisels to remove. None 
of these folks were arrested. 

The main gate was a different story. 
Fifty-one activists were arrested at Gate 
5; most were internationals who were 
held while their Czech friends were 
released. Much to the dismay of the 
police, however, this gate was quickly 
retaken by a group equipped with steel 
tubes who managed to bypass the po- 
lice cordon. 

The blockade was voluntarily lifted 
on July 9 and ended with a lively 
parade from the main gate. The pa- 
rade shut down traffic for 15 minutes 
while the blockaders, led by a group of 
Buddhist monks, marched to the 
worker's entry gate. 

The blockade concluded with a cer- 
emony at an old Temelin village church 
before a cross erected there to com- 
memorate the victims of Chernobyl. 
The church is all that remains of the 
original three villages that once occu- 
pied the land where the power plant 
now stands. Approximately 150 of the 
blockaders remained at the action camp- 
site until July 13, participating in work- 
shops and outreach to local villages. 

For more information contact Stevie 
DeSaille, Prague International Anti- 
Nuclear Office, Chuabu'as, 130 00 Praha 
3, Czech Republic; e-mail: sos@ech.cz. 


Street Party in Leicester! 

by Nick Jukes 


Leicester's second Reclaim the Streets on June 8 was an empowering experience 
for all who took part. For an afternoon we stopped the car culture in its tracks and 
reclaimed the streets for the community. 

"It was such a good atmosphere," said one resident. "I looked around and 
everyone was smiling!" The children were having the time of their lives and were 
safe. Local shops did a roaring trade; it was a taste of the city as we want it to be. 

The police condemnation of the event afterwards was uncalled for. We had legal 
observers and police liaisons, dealt respectfully with the officers and even played 
football with them. The emergency services were notified as soon as we began, and 
during the party a speeding fire engine was let through the crowd immediately. 

The Leicester Mercury newspaper had a mixed news article the following 
Monday, June 9, with the headline "Car-culture protest irresponsible" concern- 
ing the "risk" to public safety and potential problems with emergency access. But 
the photos clearly showed the street party atmosphere: sofas, carpets, a paddling 
pool and dancing in the street. 

The Leicester Mercury printed a 500- word piece about reclaiming the streets and 
cities for people. They published it in their regular "Driving Force" motoring 
section virtually un-edited. They also initiated a phone vote on the issue with the 
question: "Were the Reclaim the Streets protesters right?" The result of the phone 
vote was 66 percent, yes and 34 percent, no. We won! And the debate is still going 
on in the letters page. 

We admit responsibility for caring about our community and the environment. 
What is irresponsible are planners and politicians who encourage car-based 
development when almost everyone else is calling for an end to the car-culture. 

In Leicester, the East-West Link Road was stopped by coordinated lobbying and 
the threat of direct action. Residents also saved St. Mary's Allotments — the last 
remaining fragment of Leicestershire's historic Southfields — and direct action 
saved the cherry trees in Town Hall Square. Countless local residents' groups have 
blocked roads to demand crossings where children have been injured or killed. 

The situation is still serious: cars are dangerous, pollution is a real threat, and 
we are losing our last remaining green spaces. Local shops are being shut down 
faster than you can say "Superstores did this to our community." 

We imagine a future where cities are designed and run by local people for local 
people. Where an integrated public transport system meets our travel needs. We 
want car-free streets lined with fruit trees and humming with conversation, 
roundabouts alive with the sound of fountains and the shouts of local traders. In 
short, we want a thriving local economy in a real environmental city. 

It is a realistic vision. In Groningen, Holland, no new road proposals are 
accepted and existing roads have been replaced by footstreets and cycleways. 
Now more than 50% of journeys made are by bike and businesses are moving in 
because the city is so pleasant. In York, pedestrians and cyclists are prioritised in 
planning decisions. So far 20 percent of all residential streets have been traffic 
calmed, and there is an extensive central footstreet area. 

Leicester City Council deserves praise for the new cycleways and the Town 
Hall Bike Park, built to encourage green commuting. It is a start, but a slow, 
timid one, in stark contrast to the vast amount spent on roads. 

Furthermore, any positive initiative will be neutralised by developments 
encourage and accommodate more cars in the city centre. Such developments 
constitutes more than a lack of vision: they show a disregard for our environ- 
ment, our health and quality of life. 


Indian Villagers Trash Enron Powerplant 

On June 3, police raided the fishing village of Veldur in the state of 
Maharashtra, India, to arrest 39 fisherpeople who live near Dhabol Creek. 
Enron, the Texas-based natural gas multinational, is building a 2,015 megawatt 
gas-fired, combined-cycle powerplant nearby. The $2.8 billion project, known 
as the Dabhol Power Company, is a joint venture of Enron and two US partners, 
Bechtel and General Electric. Police forced their way into homes, smashed the 
tiles of their abodes and dragged people to the police station. 

The apparent reason for the round-up was a skirmish that ocurred between 
police and local people when the community of Kharvi and Bhoi fisherpeople 
tried to prevent 300 workers at the Enron plant from going to work through the 
village of Veldur. The workers had stopped traveling through the village since 
earlier protests on May 1 7 but were forced to abandon their alternate route early 
this month due to rough weather. 

The key concern of the villagers is that effluent from the power plant will 
destroy their fisheries and kill the coconut and mango trees that they have 
traditionally grown there. 

However, these were not the first protests against the project. In May 1995, 
hundreds of villagers stormed the Enron plant and injured many of the 1,500 
construction workers, including three of the 60 foreign advisers on the project. At 
the time, Mahmood Ibrahim Mastan, the headman of Anjanvel, said, "The papers 
started talking about pollution in the area. And people heard they would have to 
leave their homes. They said, 'why not remove them before they remove us?"' 

The Enron project was also opposed by local activists and unions like the 
Centre of Indian Trade Unions who brought lawsuits to try and prevent it from 
going forward. Local economists say that the deal is a financial disaster. "Enron, 
in collusion with certain business interests, tried to pull off quite an unfair 
business deal, if not outright plunder," explained Subodh Wagle, Shantanu 
Dixit and Girish Sant, economists with Prayas, a non-governmental organiza- 
tion based in Pune, Maharashtra. 

In 1995, the local state government, which is a right-wing coalition com- 
prised of the Shiva Sena and Bharatiya Janata Party, threatened to cancel the 
deal because of its high price tag and the alleged corruption by the previous 
government that negotiated the project. Only high-level lobbying by the CEO 
of Enron and US government agencies saved the project by re-negotiating the 
terms to give the state government revenue at that time. 
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Logging Pushes Chimps 
into Deadly Territorial War 


Logging of tropical forests in the 
Central African country of Gabon 
appears to have touched off a sav- 
age territorial war among chim- 
panzees, causing four of every five 
chimps to die. With an estimated 

50.000 chimpanzees, Gabon ac- 
counts for much of the African 
chimp population, estimated at 

100.000 to 150,000. But the chim- 
panzee wars have apparently re- 
duced the Gabonese population to 
about 30,000. It could ultimately 
fall to 10,000 if most of the coun- 
try is logged as planned, according 
to biologist Dr. Lee White of the 
Wildlife Conservation Society. 

The fear is that the Central Afri- 
can subspecies, of which the Gabon 
chimps are members, may become 
endangered, as are two other sub- 
species in Western and Eastern Af- 
rica. The findings from Gabon are 
especially startling because the log- 
ging is selective, intended to mini- 
mize damage to the habitat of 
chimpanzees and other animals. 
No more than 10 percent of the 
trees in a given tract are cut. No 
other large animals like elephants 
or gorillas appear to have suffered. 
But chimps, the primates most 
closely related to humans, are 
known to be highly jealous of their 


territory and patrol and defend 
their borders constantly. 

As mechanized logging opera- 
tions advance on a continuous 
front three to six miles wide, the 
chimpanzees, who are not used to 
humans and have never encoun- 
tered big, noisy machines, are fren- 
zied. The startled chimps flee right 
into the territory of the next chimp 
community. When that happens, 
White said, "you're essentially go- 
ing to kick-start a chimpanzee 
war." The raales from the invaded 
community attack the interlopers 
and many die. 
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community's territory. 
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and on and on as the loggers move 
through." 

It is clear on the basis of sam- 
pling.surveys of chimpanzee nests, 
scat and actual animals in Gabon's 
2,000 square-mile Lope Reserve 
that the population of a given com- 
munity falls by 80 percent imme- 
diately after the loggers go throug 
The surviving 20 percent filterhac 

disturbed forest after the war. 
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Exxon Mining Action in Wisconsin 


EarthFirst! lingo 


Like any group, members of 
EarthFirst! have their own lingo. 
Here is a look at some of the com- 
mon words used at the recent 
EarthFirst! rendezvous. 

■ Action: A term that 
describes putting EarthFirst! philos- 
ophy to use. Action usually 
describes an event or plan that is 
meant to protect the environment. 

■ Bloreglon: The different 
areas across the United States 
that EarthFirst! members repre- 
sent. Wisconsin is in the Headwa- 
ters bioregion. 

■ Bomber: Something that is 
great or awesome. “You tied a 
really bomber knot." 

■ EFen Pronounced “ee-effer,” 
this is how some members of 
EarthFirstl refer to each other. 

■ Ewok village: EarthFirst! 
members who live suspended in 
old-growth forests hoping to pre- 
vent loggers from cutting the trees 
they occupy. 

■ Freddy: Forest Service offi- 
cer. 

■ Folks: General, gender-neu- 
tral term for people. 

■ Free state: An area Earth- 


Firsters blockade off, usually in a 
national forest, and claim to be 
free from U.S. law. Since Septem- 
ber 1995, EarthFirst! has held a 
Cascadia Free State in the 
Willamette National Forest in the 
Pacific Northwest. 

■ Lockdown: Chaining, strap- 
ping, locking or connecting one’s 
self to a tree, piece of equipment, 
road, vehicle, building or person to 
prevent or blockade. 

■ Monkey-wrencblng: Dis- 
rupting or disabling. Usually target- 
ed at resource-extraction opera- 
tions. 

■ Rodnocks for WHder- 
rvess: People who want to pre- 
serve the wilderness but like to 
hunt and fish. 

■ Resource extraction: A 

common term used to describe the 
use of natural resources, most 
notably, logging and mining. 

■ Vegan: People who do not 
consume any animal products. 
Vegans do not eat gelatin, eggs, 
dairy products, animal fats, or any 
flavors that come from animals. 

■ Vegetarian: People who do 
not eat meat. 


BY PANCHO 

On the morning of July 7, 29 people were arrested 
in Forest County, Wisconsin, while taking part in an 
Earth First! protest against the proposed Wolf River 
Exxon/Rio Algom corporation metallic sulfide mine. 
In Crandon, where 14 arrests took place, protesters 
were seized by law enforcement officials after just 
over 20 minutes of chanting, holding signs and 
folksinging on the sidewalk. Their crime? "Unlaw- 
ful Assembly." 

While Robert Hoyt led folks in singing A ll You Good 
Americans and Quittiri Time, the cops assembled 
across the street. At some point, for reasons un- 
known, the authorities decided that it was time to 
put a stop to the gathering. The word came over the 
bullhorn, something to the effect that the protest 
constituted an unlawful assembly and that folks 
must disperse from the area. Within a minute, cops 
were dragging people away. They arrested people for 
asking simple questions like, "Why are you arresting 
him?" They also arrested people for taking photo- 
graphs, for asking for badge numbers and names, for 
just standing on the sidewalk and singing songs. 

Later, at the site of the proposed Exxon mine near 
Swamp Creek, which is some dozen miles south of 
Crandon near Mole Lake, fifteen people were ar- 
rested and charged with "Criminal Trespass." In all, 
some five dozen Sheriff's Department, City of 
Crandon, City of Rhinelander, Forest Service Law 
Enforcement Officers and other cops were involved 
in forcibly suppressing peaceful protests involving 
100 people in three Wisconsin communities. The 
arrests in Crandon and Mole Lake took place follow- 
ing the 1997 EF! Round River Rendezvous. 

Once in handcuffs, things went from bad to 
worse. Folks were bussed hundreds of miles to six 
different jails in six counties, some were placed in 
solitary, some denied access to a telephone, hunger 
strikers were denied water, and all were denied 
access to legal counsel. Additional charges of "Re- 
sisting Arrest" and "Disorderly Conduct" were tossed 
on some people's plates. The bail hearings did not 
come until two days after the arrests, and bond was 


New inspiration for the Earth First! End Corporate 
Dominance (ECD) campaign blossomed at the ECD 
workshop at the '97 Round River Rendezvous (RRR). 
We developed a Corporate Fall '97 project, set up a 
nationwide network of ECD coordinators, joined the 
global struggle against neoliberalism and made the 
commitment to work with student groups on the 
Corporations and Democracy Teach-ins in 1998. 

Earth First! tuned into the anti-corporate movement 
at the '94 Mount Graham EF! RRR with a ground- 
breaking Ending Corporate Dominance workshop. 
Many activists were weary of the battle-by-battle style 
of eco-activism where we win some/lose some while 
the perpetrators of environmental destruction remain 
constant, thriving and growing more powerful all the 
time. At the '96 Activist Conference, October 29, 1996 
was selected for a national day of EF! action against 
corporations, while October 13-19 was promoted for 
the Democracy Teach-ins. Our original goals were 
surpassed, as both the Teach-ins and the October 29 
day of action went international. 

This year we have given ourselves more time, more 
flexibility and more help to work on ECD actions. 
The whole month of October will be dedicated to 
expressing our outrage toward corporations. The 
month's events will culminate in Dia de los Muertos 
(Day of the Dead), November 1, to honor all lands 
and beings who have died at the hands of corporate 
capitalism and imperialism. 

Additionally, rather than having one coordinator 
for ECD actions, a network of contacts was estab- 
lished to share the workload and defray communica- 
tions expenses. A directory of contacts is available 
through Austin EF!. Anyone interested in joining the 
campaign should contact the organizer nearest them . 

Campaign organizers also made a quantum leap 
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set between $350 and $500 each. 

While they were in jail, support people turn- 
ed up the heat. Community leaders across 
Wisconsin sent out statements condemning 
the arrests. Friends kept the phone lines buzz- 
ing and the letters flowing in to challenge to 
the arrests. In addition to the public state- 
ments of support, they received support from 
the towns of Crandon, Argonne and other 
communities. 

A legal defense and general support commit- 
tee have been established (see address below). 

The Wisconsin State ACLU has taken the case, 
and together with a growing team of public 
defenders, movement attorneys and others, a 
coordinated legal strategy is in the works. 

Since last year, substantive evidence has 
emerged that Exxon and other extraction cor- 
porations have biased the Department of Natu- 
ral Resources, influenced the State Legislature, 
dismantled such environmental watchdogs as 
the offices of the Public Intervenor and the 
Secretary of State, and interfered in the local 
politics of many Wisconsin townships, counties 
and Native American communities. Additionally, 
Exxon has spent millions of dollars on a public 
relations blitzkrieg, as well as on the formation of 
three front groups in Wisconsin, the most notorious 
of which is People for the West, a wholly owned and 
operated $1 million-subsidiary corporation of the 
mining industry. 

The resistance to metallic sulfide mining has been 
incredible. Hundreds of thousands of Wisconsinites 
have marched, written letters, voted, made tele- 
phone calls, signed petitions and taken part in 
nonviolent blockades, all to stop the mining corpo- 
rations from taking over. 

If you would like more information on the anti- 
mining struggle in Wisconsin, contact the EF! July 7th 
Support Committee, c/o UW Greens/Midwest Head- 
waters EF!, 731 State Street, Madison, WI 53703; (608) 
262-9036, or check out the Earth WINS web pages at 
http://www. menominee.com/nomining/. 


towards globalizing our struggle by joining the move- 
ment against neoliberalism. In a nutshell, 
neoliberalism is the current trend of capitalism which 
emphasizes globalization of the marketplace, 
privatization and subsidies to private enterprise. The 
World Trade Organization (formerly GATT), NAFTA, 
G-8, the Multilateral Agreement on Investment and 
the increasing mobility of capital and natural re- 
source exploitation are expressions of neoliberalist 
policies. ECD organizers drafted a statement of soli- 
darity to be sent to the Second International Encuentro 
in Spain where Zapatista support groups and anti- 
neoliberalist activists will come together to discuss 
and strategize resistance to corporate and imperialist 
greed. (See solidarity statement below.) 

The upcoming Corporations, Education, and De- 
mocracy Teach-ins will take place March 1-7, 1998. 
Two organizational and training meetings will be 
held for the Teach-ins on August 1 and 2 in Milwau- 
kee and November 1 and 2 in Chicago. (Anybody 
interested in attending should contact the Teach-in 
Clearinghouse at (608) 262-9036.) Look for Teach-in 
updates in the EF! Journal. Although the Teach-ins are 
largely student organized and oriented, nonstudent 
organizers are strongly encouraged to participate or 
sponsor their own Teach-ins. 

May 1 was consensed upon to be an ECD action day 
for 1998. Mayday is the traditional Labor Day of 
international fame, making it a de facto ECD date 
with much historical significance. Mayday is also 
one of the biggest ancient pagan holidays, a celebra- 
tion of spring. These two traditions make Mayday a 
very potent day for opposing big business and cel- 
ebrating our peasant roots. 

Organizers at the EF! RRR emphasized the necessity 
of doing research on our corporate targets. Darryl 


"EarthFirst! lingo" appeared in the Wassau Daily Herald on July 5 
during the '97 RRR. 

Declaration of Solidarity in the 
Struggle Against Neoliberalism 

[Editors Note: The Earth First! Movement has 
collectively endorsed the following declaration at 
the recent Round River Rendezvous.] 

Earth First! declares its solidarity and active participa- 
tion in the global struggle against neoliberalism. We 
support resistance movements around the world and 
stand firmly against the policies of the US and other 
governments which silence the voices of the people and 
the land. 

The Earth First! End Corporate Dominance campaign 
seeks to strike at the core of neoliberalist policies and 
institutions. We recognize that neoliberalism is a force 
that allows corporate dominance of the Earth and all her 
peoples. Therefore we believe that our movement is 
naturally part of the movement against neoliberalism. 
We hope to join forces, whenever possible, sharing tactics 
and resources. 

We invite all individuals and groups fighting 
neoliberalism to join us in a month of action dedicated to 
ending corporate dominance. Throughout the month of 
October 1 997, groups all over the world will take direct 
action against the corporate culture. The month will 
culminate on Dia de los Muertos, November 1, when we 
will honor the lands, creatures and peoples who have died 
at the hands of imperialism and corporate capitalism. 

From March 1 -7, 1 998 many groups, including Earth 
First!, are hosting Corporations, Education and Democ- 
racy Teach-ins. We invite anti-neoliberalist movements 
to join the Teach-Ins or host their own. 

May Day 1998 is another planned day of action 
against corporate dominance which progressive groups 
of all types will join. 

Earth First! applauds the efforts of the groups and 
individuals who have built the anti-neoliberalism move- 
ment. We believe that unity and solidarity are the only 
way to preserve the Earth and all her peoples. 

Cherney advocates the "buy in but don't sell out" 
strategy, where activists buy stock from their corpo- 
rate foes. This gives you the right to attend your 
corporation's annual shareholder's meeting (and fuck 
shit up!) as well as to sponsor resolutions. This year 
redwoods activists did both with incredible success at 
the MAXXAM shareholders' meeting in Houston, 
Texas. Darryl got to address the MAXXAM board on 
two occasions and got to speak directly with CEO 
Charles Hurwitz. 

Now is the time to do the research on corporate 
perpetrators. If you need help getting started, folks 
on the ECD contact net can help you out. There is a 
lot of corporate dirt out there, but it takes time and 
effort to find it and get it into useful forms. See you 
in the boardrooms! 

For a list of the ECD organizer in your area or- for 
more information or for a Spanish version of this 
declaration, contact Austin EF! at the address listed 
on page 35. 


ANNOUNCING: 

CORPORATE FALL ’97 




The Zapatistas: A Struggle for Land and Indigenous Soveriegnty 


The Zapatistas are a product of 500 years of indig- 
enous struggle in Mexico. Ten years prior to the in- 
digenous uprising of January 1 , 1 994, the Zapatistas 
began organizing in the mountains of the Lacandon, 
training and building their political bases of support. 
Then in preparation for NAFTA (North American Free 
Trade Agreement) Article 27, the constitutional pro- 
vision for and protection of communal land owner- 
ship— a central demand of the Mexican revolution— 
was profoundly revised to free up communal lands to 
be sold. To the indigenous culture and way of life, 
this was a death sentence. The same day that NAFTA 
was implemented, a loud cry spread forth into the 
world saying "Enough!", issuing forth a list of demands 
to be met by the Mexican government such as land, 
food, work, democracy, liberty, and justice. The in- 
digenous cry was heard around the world and after 
only twelve days of open combat, there was a cease 
fire. Widespread protests across Mexico helped de- 
cide the fate of the conflict and peace talks soon be- 
gan thereafter. Agreements on Indigenous Rights and 
Culture made between the PR1 government and the 


Zapatistas were signed by both parties in January of 1 996 
but were never implemented. In December of 1 996, these 
agreements were changed by the PRI government and re- 
jected by the Zapatistas who knew that the reformed docu- 
ment lacked the power to change their situation. 1 997 finds 
the Zapatistas struggling against an untrustworthy govern- 
ment and a low-intensity war provoked by the militariza- 
tion of Zapatista communities by the Mexican Army. O 
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La Selva Lacandona 


by Melissa Burch 

The Lacandon jungle is one of North America’s last 
remaining tropical rainforests. It is part of a larger rainforest 
ecosystem that extends into Guatemala, where it is called 
the Peten and into Belize. Second in size in the Americas 
only to the Amazon, the Lacandon region is the most north- 
erly and most extensive rainforest in Mesoamerica. 

The Lacandon region, comprising 957, 240 ha, al- 
most 13% of the state of Chiapas, is an area of incredible 
biological and cultural importance. 

Within the Lacandon jungle are more than 100 ar- 
chaeological sites, including important Mayan ceremo- 
nial centers such as Palenque, Yaxchilan, Bonampak and 
Tonina. The Lacandon rainforest is the least populated area 
of the state (approximately 3 .77 habitants/square km). There 
are approximately 400, 000 inhabitants in total, scattered in 
more than 200 human settlements. Seventy percent of the 
Lacandona population is indigenous, with Tzeltal, Tzotzil, 
Tojobal, Choi, Zoque or Lacandon roots. Before the Span- 
ish conquest, the Lacandones were the last free indigenous 
nation of Chiapas. 

The Lacandon jungle is a region of incredible bio- 
logical diversity. From high evergreen rainforest, to me- 
dium and high sub-deciduous rainforest, palm stands and 
riparian and jimba stands in areas of low elevation, the selva 
is home to a known 2, 723 species of plants and animals, 
which represents only 6.3% of the 42, 756 species estimated 
to be present in the region. The Lacandon jungle comprises 
only 0.4% of Mexico’s total area, yet holds at least 33% of 
it’s bird species, 25% of it’s mammals and 1 1% of its am- 
phibians and reptiles. The Lacandon jungle is also impor- 
tant habitat for a number of endangered species including 
the tapir, jaguar, ocelote, spider and howler monkeys and 
white tortoise. The Lacandon is the only region where the 
Harpy eagle has been recently spotted. 

In 1972, the federal government endowed 614, 321 
ha of the central Lacandon jungle to sixty-six Lacandon 
chiefs. In 1978, the Montes Azul Bioreserve, comprising 
331, 200 ha, was established for conservation- this is prob- 
ably Mexico’s most biodiverse ecological reserve. 

The Lacandon jungle has supported twenty-five 
centuries of sustainable Mayan population. But today, like 
tropical rainforests all over the world, the Lacandon jungle 
is in danger of being permanently lost to the forces of 
Neoliberalism. These forces have brought about extreme 
poverty, which has led to accelerated immigration and colo- 


nization of the region and destructive, migratory agriculture. 
Also at play within the Neoliberalist model are development 
plans lacking any environmental planning, extensive cattle 
ranching, irrational resource extraction, massive deforestation 
and clandestine hunting and illegal wild-life trade. More re- 
cently, the discovery of 18 untapped oil reserves beneath the 
Lacandon jungle have presented a new, looming threat. 

The recent history of the Lacandon jungle began at the 
end of the 19th century with the large scale exportation of fine 
woods such as Mahogany and Cedar. Spanish, Belgian, En- 
glish and northern Northamerican companies opened the jungle 
to logging, entirely for foreign markets. Other companies also 
came for coffee, rubber, cocoa and bananas. Between 1 875 and 
1908, 27% of the total area of Chiapas was given to private 
companies. Little by little, vast areas of the Lacandon were 
occupied, representing the interests of industrialized nations. 
Before 1914, the principal market for fine woods was England 
and the rest of Europe. After WWI, the U.S. began to control 
exports from Latin America and by 1940, had definitive control 
of the Lacandon jungle. 

The 1940’s saw the first wave of cattle ranchers mov- 
ing into the jungle, mainly from the region of Tobasco. The 
Tobascans began to encourage the indigenous people of the selva 
to give up their traditional crops in favor of cattle raising. There 
were government grants and credits available to buy cattle and 
put up fences, however none for aid in better pasture manage- 
ment techniques or feed supplements. The destructive manage- 
ment practices used by the ranchers meant that the soil did not 
last long enough for cattle to fatten and so the economic ben- 
efits of cattle raising were seen in Tobasco, where the cattle 
was shipped for fattening and packaging. By 1960, cattle took 
over the whole northern third of the Lacandon jungle. 

Major colonization of the Lacandon jungle began in the 
1950’s, its peak being from 1964 to 1970. With little planning, 
the government, namely agrarian authorities, encouraged mass 
migration toLacandon jungle, as a way to eleviate land disputes 
and political problems in other areas. Colonization began with 
Tzeltal Indians from the municipality of Ocosingo, who headed 
to the region of Palenque in search of land. Next an influx of 
many different indigenous groups migrated from Bachajon, 
Yajalon, Pantelho, Tila, Tumbala and Salto de Augua, all re- 
gions in Chiapas. The 1970’s brought campesinos from other 
states: Guerro, Oaxaca, Michoacan, Puebla. All those who mi- 
grated to the Lacandon jungle had two things in common; they 


Continued on next page 





Exerpt from Interview with 
Comandante Tacho of the EZLX 


NFN--CIV: What meaning does the land, 
the terrain, and all its species have for the in- 
digenous people of Chiapas? 

TACHO--IV: Well, land is one of our de- 
mands in the eleven original points for which 
we took up arms. We believe land is a basic 
point. First, because we all need a piece of 
land to live, that is the most important thing, 
but not only to live, we also need a piece of 
land to produce, and make it possible for that 
life to continue. It is essential to produce, so 
life goes on for the inhabitants of Chiapas, as 
well as for those of Oaxaca, Veracruz, 
Guerrero, and other states of the Mexican 
Republic. We see that land has been badly 
distributed, because we indigenous are on the 
hills, but the big landowners are on the mead- 
ows, they have the best land. This is true be- 
cause we are seeing it, and we cannot deceive 
ourselves neither us as indigenous nor as 
Mexicans, those from Guerrero or Chiapas are 
seeing that there is a disparity in land distri- 
bution, therefore, the importance it has, be- 
cause we need it to live, to produce, but be- 
sides that, it has many riches, it has for ex- 
ample, rivers, springs, it has a lot of impor- 
tant things, and they are natural things... So, 
we see this is the inequality that exists, ev- 
erything is badly distributed, everything, from 
the land to all we consider ours, natural. That's 


from previous page 


were poor campesinos or day laborers, coming 
from areas with little or poor land and all were 
looking for better opportunities. Today the gov- 
ernment continues to encourage migration to 
the Lacandon jungle, waving a vague promise 
of the expansion of ejido lands, but the reality 
is that the quantity of land is finite. 

The threat to the jungle accompanied 
by colonization is not so much due to the num- 
bers of campesinos as it is to inappropriate use 
of lands and destructive agricultural techniques. 
The traditional Lacandon way of farming, based 
on diverse, integrated and rotational crops had 
little impact on the forest, allowing it to fully 
regenerate between rotations. With the Green 
Revolution in the United States, came the in- 
troduction of hybrids and fertilizers and the loss 
of traditional seeds and methods. At first, the* 
Mexican government donated these new seeds 
and fertilizers to campesinos, creating an eco- 
nomic dependency on U.S. chemical compa- 
nies. Now that farmers have chemically de- 
pendent soils and have lost much of their origi- 
nal genetic material and knowledge of tradi- 
tional techniques, the government has declared 
a “free-markef ’ where farmers must buy their 
own inputs- most simply cannot afford to. Left 
with depleted soils, due to the abuse of pesti- 
cides and fertilizers, farmers head further into 


what has happened, poor distribution, land has 
been in a few hands, and they are the ones 
who have tried to do atrocities with what re- 
ally is the wealth of the people.. .We have seen 
in the history of our country that from those 
lagoons, lakes, rivers, jungle, tourist attrac- 
tions, unless non indigenous have gotten 
something, we have not gotten anything, the 
only thing we have received in exchange for 
that, is poverty, death, misery, hunger, naked- 
ness, lack of medicine, lack of teachers, that's 
what we are left with. So, we have not seen a 
good administration, and what we want as Za- 
patistas is a good administration, starting from 
the foundation that is the land, where we can 
go and visit a lake, because it is ours, because 
it belongs to all of us, where, nobody is the 
owner. Nowdays, those in power act as if they 
were the owners, the only ones, that's what 
they believe, as if power belonged only to the 
few, and that's not true. We don't believe that, 
we are convinced that the power to decide 
what is going to be done or not, is in the hands 
of organized people. That's why we have 
pledge our commitment that all the goods that 
belong to the people should be for the people, 
and they should benefit from it, and the people 
should be able to decide what to do. Nowdays 
in Mexico that doesn't exist, and it is because 
of a very serious thing, there is no democracy 
in Mexico, as well as no freedom, no justice, 
and precisely because there is no justice ev- 


the jungle, in search of new land. 

The Lacandon jungle is being destroyed 
at an alarming rate. In the past 30 years, the 
Lacandon jungle has lost 70% of its original 
surface of 1 .4 million hectares. Of the 30% that 
is still conserved, an estimated 1 8% is damaged, 
leaving only 12% fully intact. According to 
the Colegio de la Frontera Sur, one of the larg- 
est and most respected ecological research fa- 
cilities in the country, between 1976 and 1991, 
there has been an annual deforestation rate of 
60, 41 1 ha/ year in the Lacandon jungle. 

With the lifting of the ban on logging 
in the selva by the Salinas government in 1994, 
the Lacandon jungle has seen an unprecedented 
loss of biodiversity. The past two years have 
brought uncontrolled overexploitation of the 
forest; an explosion in the contraband of pre- 
cious woods all throughout the Lacandon 
jungle, including in the Montes Azul- the most 
important ecological reserve in the country. If 
deforestation continues at this rate, within 51 
years, the major extension of tropical forest in 
Chiapas will be lost. 

Recently, multinationals like Interna- 
tional Paper and Pulsar have been pushing for 
the opening of Mexican legal framework to al- 
low for larger scale exploitation. Sectors of re- 
formed agrarian law, passed in 1992, permitted 
the concentration of up to 25,000 ha of land in 


erything has been inadequately distributed, 
there is no agrarian justice. Then, what we 
need is agrarian reform where all of us can 
live where nobody has... for example, there is 
a farm called "La Pinta" it has ten thousand 
hectares, and it belongs to only one landlord, 
the Castellano Dominguez family, whose 
head, of course is the ex-general Abasal 
Castellano Dominguez, all that family has 
many, many farms, many cattle ranches, but 
besides that, at the beginning they had to ex- 
ploit all the wood it had. Why? Why to the 
indigenous people they could not grant a con- 
cession when they had been asking for one 
for years? That's why we say there is a bad 
administration, bad distribution, and they had 
taken over, they have been so stupid, as the 
sub says, so dirty, they have been wanting to 
become the owners of nature, and we say no, 
all of us are the owners, and we all deserve it. 
That's why we affirm that land is the princi- 
pal foundation, that all Mexicans need it, as 
well as non Mexicans, because in other coun- 
tries, they also need land. How can it be that 
others who live in the city have houses even 
to rent, but houses, many houses, and others 
don't even have a piece of land where to live? 
Why? That's because of greed, because land 
has been in the hands of a few. Then, we say 
no, there must be justice in every sense of the 
word, right? But, that's what has existed in 
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the hands of one owner, provided the land is of 
"forest character". This law, when linked to 
Mexico's new forest law in April of this year, 
allows for the development of larger Eucalyp- 
tus and other monocrop plantations. Reforms 
like these, opening up the legal framework of 
agrarian reform, present a serious threat to the 
autonomy of indigenous communities and their 
right to manage their territory according to their 
culture. 

Once again the fundamental questions 
are raised of “who owns the land and what is it 
being used for?” On trial are the neoliberalist 
policies which cater to the interests of big busi- 
ness and maximum capital gain, ignoring the 
basic needs of the majority and requiring an end- 
less supply of natural resources, in a world 
where resources are finite. O 

Chiapas Rainforest Video 
Coming Soon! 

This video documentary from the NFN's 
expedition to the Lacandon rainforest in 
Chiapas, Mexico will be ready for distribution 
sometime soon. If you are interested, please 
contact our office and we will let you know 
when it is completed. 

Native Forest Network 
Eastern North American Resource Center 
PO Box 57 

Burlington, VT 05402 


The Selva Lacandona 




Old Dream of Global Capitalists Threatens Autonomy, Culture 
and Ecology in the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, Mexico 


by Melissa Burch 

Since the days of conquest, capitalists have 
been dreaming of a rapid corridor for trans- 
portation of goods from Europe and east- 
ern North America to Asia and western 
North America. Today, the Mexican Fed- 
eral government and officials in the states 
of Oaxaca and Veracruz are joining hands 
with undisclosed multinational corpora- 
tions, to finally realize their dream in the 
“megaproject” of the Isthmus of 
Tehuantepec. 

The Isthmus region of the southeastern 
states of Oaxaca and Veracruz, represents 
the narrowest stretch between the Gulf of 
Mexico and the Pacific Ocean and borders 
the states of Chiapas and Tabasco to the 
east. The Isthmus is a region of unique and 
rich ecological and cultural diversity. The 
growing volume of goods to be transported 
in the global market, as well as the upcom- 
ing political return of the Panama canal, 
has drawn industrial interest to this strate- 
gic location. 

Megaproject plans begin with a four lane 
highway and two rail track for a “bullet” 
train, from the port of Coatzacoalcos in 
the Gulf of Mexico to the port of Salina 
Cruz in the Pacific Ocean. The rights to 
operation and ownership would not belong 
to Mexico, but rather to multinational cor- 
porations. Alongside this transit corridor, 
there are plans for approximately 70 de- 
velopment projects including industrial 
parks, clothing and textile maquiladoras, 
14 chemical and petrochemical projects, 
eucalyptus plantations, shrimp farms and 
tourist initiatives such as an airport, golf 
course and marine park for yachts. 

Many believe this megaproject would 
represent nothing short of a brutal assault 
on the ecological integrity of the region, 
as well as on the culture and right to self 
determination of local campesino and in- 
digenous communities. Its abrupt and 
mountainous landscape provides for a 
wide range of microclimates, ecological 
niches, and refuges for flora and fauna. 
This contact zone between plants and ani- 
mals of north and south America forms 
part of a group of ecosystems that house 
between thirty and forty percent of the 
planet’s biodiversity. In the heart of the 
Isthmus, lies the Chimalapan mountain 
range which, together with the Uxpanapa 
region, forms the last stand of virgin 


rainforest and is home to the greatest di- 
versity of reptiles and the second greatest 
population of mammals, in Mesoamerica. 
The Chimalapas extend over 600, 000 ha 
and are divided into two communal, in- 
digenous landholdings. 

Hundreds of communities of diverse cul- 
tural origin make up the Isthmus. Indig- 
enous nations represented include 
Olmecas, Nahuas, Zoques, Chontales, 
Mixes, Zapotecas and Huaves. 

Communities and grassroots groups in 
the region are angry about the lack of in- 
formation available about the projects and 


lived there for centuries as legitimate own- 
ers and stewards of the land, with the right 
to manage their territories and resources 
autonomously. O 


... continued from interview with Tacho 


Mexico, and we say no, there must be 
agrarian justice, only then, will start a 
just distribution, an equal share, and they 
don't want to do it, that's why they treat 
us the way they do, but we keep insist- 
ing this is the principal demand of the 
people, that's how it is, you just can't 
imagine how the situation of land tenure 
is. O 
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their total exclusion from the planning pro- 
cess. There are also grave concerns about 
the devastating impacts this project might 
have on the ecology, culture and local 
economy and little conviction about ben- 
efits to the local people. But the most im- 
portant and frightening impact to most is 
that which is political; the lack of democ- 
racy that allows corporations and govern- 
ments to impose life altering projects on 
ecosystems and human communities, 
without recognizing the people who have 

For more information, contact: 

National Commission for j 

Democracy in Mexico \ 

2001 Montana, Suite B 
El Paso, Texas 79903 
Phonc:(91 5)-532-8382 | 

www-http://www. ige.org/ncdm | 



Behind the Zapatista lies the Selva Lacandon 
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US economic interests, based in investments, industries and 
exploitation of natural resources, are directing the war in Chiapas. 


NAFTA and promotion of international investment through 
changes to agrarian reform 

• North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) is the agreement between United 
States, Canada and Mexico to reduce commercial trade barriers among the three coun- 
tries. The agreement established parameters whereby NAFTA will gradually eliminate 
most barriers to the trading of goods, services and financial investment. The realm of 
influence includes laws on banking, insurance, health and safety and environmental regu- 
lations. 

• NAFTA required that changes be made to Article 27 of the Mexican Constitution on 
agrarian reform. 

• Article 27, established agrarian reform to redistribute land to peasants, and to pro- 
vide for communal ownership of that land. Ejidos are communal peasant landholdings 
as established by article 27. 

• President Carlos Salinas changed article 27 to permit the privatization of communal 
land holdings to bring Mexico’s 


Lynch and Salomon Brothers and oth- 
ers. The ten year bond will pay an an- 
nual interest rate of 9.875%, or 3.35 per- 
centage above the US Treasury bond 
rate. The Finance Secretariat said that 
the resources from this issue will be 
used to pay off short term debt. (Equipo 
Pueblo, Mexico Update #105, January 
15, 1997) 

Multi-national corporations in- 
terest for Forest Resources 


property laws into line with those 
of the North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA) partners in 
preparation for the opening of 
Mexican economy to the 
NAFTA. In peace talks between 
the Zapatistas and the Federal 
Government, the Mexican gov- 
ernment would not consider the 
reinstatement of Article 27 to its 
original meaning. 

• He also began the privatizing 
of state owned industries (rail- 
road, telephone and petrochemi- 
cal), and the removal of subsidies 
as a means to invite foreign in- 
vestment. 

• 54% of the land in Chiapas is 
controlled by ejidos .(Roger 
Burback & Peter Rossett, “Cri- 
sis of Mexican Agriculture ”, 
Food First Policy Brief no. 1, De- 
cember, 1994) 

• A report by the US Com- 

merce Department noted that 22 
ports, 58 airports, 26,000 km of 
railroads and 61 petrochemical 
plants were up for sale in the 
Mexican government’s 

privatization program. (NY 
Transfer News Collective, De- 
cember 2, 1995) 

• Mexico has reduced its trade . 
barriers five times more than the 
United States has under NAFTA. 
(Equipo Pueblo, Mexico Update 
#105, January 15, 1997) 



In the Selva Lacandon 


The Mexican Economic Crisis and Bailout 

• On December 21, 1994 the Mexican peso went into a free fall and the Mexican 
economy into a recession. U.S. and international institutions put together a $50 billion 
credit line — the largest bailout in history — to protect Mexico from defaulting on its debt 
payments. (New York Transfer News Collective, December 2, 1995) 

• The Mexican government used the future proceeds from production and exportation 
of Mexican crude oil, oil products, and petrochemical exports as collateral in its loan 
from the United States. (Crystal Echohawk, Special Report on Peace Crisis regarding 
San Andres Agreements , February, 1997) 

• IMF contributed $ 1 8 billion to the Mexican bailout with an agreement that the Zedillo 
Administration “undertake privatization and (foreign) concession operations.” This agree- 
ment was estimated to yield $ 1 2- 1 4 billion to U.S. over the next 3 years .(Crystal Echohawk, 
Special Report on Peace Crisis regarding San Andres Agreements , February, 1997) 

• The Mexican government issued another $1 billion in bonds, offered through Merrill 


mmunal • “When the Mexican congres- 

sional committee presented their 
proposal for constitutional 
changes reflecting the govern- 
ments signed commitments to In- 
dians rights, Zedillo asked the 
Zapatistas for 1 5 days to study the 
issue. The President then 
boarded the Mexican equivalent 
of Airforce 1 and flew, not to 
Washington, but to Wall Street, 
where he met with Henry 
Kissinger and other top financial 
celebrities. Upon his return he 
announced the rejection of the 
proposed legislation by present- 
ing a counterproposal, clearly de- 
signed to be unacceptable, which 
the Zapatistas rejected. In less 
than one month, Environmen- 
tal Minister Carabias an- 
nounced a large World Bank 
loan for “forestry”, i.e. com- 
mercial plantations.” (Ronald 
Nigh, Dana Association) 

• The Zedillo administration 
already had an agreement with 
International Paper, signed June 
27, 1995, for the establishment of 
a Mexican forest industry, to be 
globally competitive and sup- 
ported by commercial planta- 
tions. (Jaime Aviles, La Jornada, 
February 15, 1997) 

• At that time, President 
Zedillo also committed to an ini 

Photo: Langelle/NFN tial project of 50 thousand hect- 
ares in the state of Chiapas. (Jaime 
Aviles, La Jornada, February 15, 1997) 
• The Mexican government has 
agreements as well with the US com- 
vlexican panies, Simpson Paper and Louisiana 

3 billion Paper, to buy all the wood products 

i its debt from a project to produce 6 million cu- 

bic meters of wood material per year. 
iortation President Carlos Salinas de Gortari 

its loan made the agreement on the project with 

garding the company Interfin in 1 993, to estab- 

lish immense commercial eucalyptus 
: Zedillo plantations for rapid growth on a sur- 

is agree- face of 300,000 hectares in Tabasco, 

hohawk, Chiapas and Campeche. (Jaime Aviles, 

1997) La Jornada, February 1 & 15, 1997)0 




US TESTING THOSE NASTY NUKES AGAIN 


Defying the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) 
and international protest, the Department of Energy 
(DOE) exploded 3.3 pounds of plutonium with chemi- 
cal explosives on July 2. Despite the CTBT's promise of 
worldwide nuclear disarmament, the US is spending 
more on nuclear weapons testing and development. 
This open-ended series of tests, designed to produce 
new weapons, is just one small part of the DOE's ten- 
year, $40 billion nuclear weapons program. 

On June 31, activists from Shundahai Network and 
Nevada Desert Experience locked arms in a circle 
blocking the entrance to the DOE, while others hung 
a banner. Surprisingly, there were no arrests. The next 
day, approximately 50 local activists showed up for a 
vigil in front of the Foley Federal building in Las Vegas. 

Three activists hiked 40 miles into the test site to the 
LYNER (Low Yield Nuclear Explosion Research Facil- 
ity) prior to the test. Early Wednesday morning they 
entered the main facility and hid under a trailer 
waiting for the countdown. Shortly thereafter, test- 
site security arrested and detained hie activists. 

Meanwhile, at the invitation of the DOE, a busload 
of fifty international press members headed into the 
Nevada Test Site to witness the blast. Activists held a 
vigil at the DOE office and passed out press packets to 
the media outlining the dangers to global peace that 
US nuclear testing creates. At the Nevada Test Site, 
other activists prepared to blockade the bus before it 
entered the facility with a vigil along the road between 
the offramp and entrance to the Nevada Test Site. 

Just after Corbin Harney, Western Shoshone Elder 
and spiritual leader, finished saying a blessing, the 
police-escorted bus approached the crowd. People 
with banners stepped out to block the bus, while three 
women dove under the vehicle to lock down to it. 

Locked down under the bus, the three women 
grabbed hands and began chanting. After police ar- 
rested three activists in front of the bus, hydraulic bolt- 
cutters were used to remove the women locked down 
under the bus. After a short while they unlocked one 


woman, though still bound in with her arms and legs 
to the other two. Wackenhut Security tried to use 
pain-compliance holds on the women, but they didn't 
work. Finally, they unwound the woman's legs and 
dragged her to a nearby vehicle. 

As a Wackenhut guard was trying to remove one 
woman, her head smacked the pavement when her U- 
lock was cut. He grabbed her U-lock and jerked it, 
whipping her head sideways, intending to drag her 
out with the lock. "You're hurting me!" she screamed 
several times. Even the Wackenhut medic yelled to the 
officer "Let go of the lock! Don't drag her out like that! " 
Finally the guard let go and dragged her out by her feet. 

Activists at the entrance to the site formed a circle 
around an anti-nuclear flag and monitored the count- 
down for Rebound (the name of the sub-critical test). 
The sound of people weeping and sharing prayers for 
peace was fragmented by eruptions of static from a 
scanner, announcing the time until the countdown. 

The arrestees were issued citations. The road block- 
ade crew each received $60 fines except one activist 
who they booked and released on his own recogni- 
zance with $1,200 bail. Those who hiked 
to the LYNER facility received misde- 
meanor trespass charges. 

The DOE calls these proposed nuclear 
tests, "subcritical experiments." They 
claim they are not violating the CTBT 
because the tests are not designed to 
produce a self-sustaining nuclear reac- 
tion and that they need the tests to 
maintain the "safety and reliability" of 
the US nuclear arsenal. "Rebound" was 
placed next to conventional weapons 
and then detonated at a site only one 
hundred feet from the largest water table 
in southern Nevada. 

The DOE originally scheduled these 
tests for 1 996, but postponed them due to 
international grassroots opposition. We 


need support now to help keep the media's attention 
on these tests and on other, nuclear issues, including 
the continuous shipment of nuclear waste to the test 
site. "We are willing to continue to put our bodies on 
the line to stop the subcritical nuclear tests, end 
nuclear waste shipments, and close down the Nevada 
Test Site" says Julia Moon Sparrow of Shundahai 
Network. 

The second subcritical test, "Holog," is scheduled 
for late August or early September. You can help to 
stop the tests. Call President Clinton at (202) 456- 
1111. Also, call your representatives at (800) 962- 
3524, and Energy Secretary Federico Pena at (202) 586- 
6210. Organize protests in your local area to educate 
people about these issues, and come out to the Nevada 
Test Site to protest. For more information, please 
contact Shundahai Network at (702) 647-3095. 

Shundahai Network is an international collective of 
activists dedicated to breaking the nuclear chain. We 
focus on nuclear waste transportation and dumping 
issues, nuclear weapons testing and development, and 
support for Native American sovereignty struggles. 



Law enforcement puts pressure on nonviolent nuke-test protestor. 


Rocky and the Flyinc T Ranch 



by Tim Haugen 

The 120 square miles currently referred to as 
"Taylor Ranch" was originally promised to the people 
of San Luis as a community commons, part of the 
treaty that ended the Mexican-American War. Of 
course, once Mexican control of the land was termi- 
nated, the terms of the treaty were ignored by the 
American government. Still, the people of San Luis 
retained their traditional access to the land for 
subsistence purposes. This access was written into 
the deed purchased by Jack Taylor, descendent of 
President Taylor, in 1960. 

As commonly happens in America, the rich man 
manipulated the legal system for his own benefit. 
He snuck off to a friendly court in Denver, 200 miles 
away, and had the offending stipulation removed 
from the deed. The people of San Luis first learned 
of this after when locked gates were put in place to 


keep them out. The intervening years have been 
characterized by protest and sporadic outbursts of 
violence. 

The protests have escalated considerably within 
the last year and a half, since current owner Zachary 
Taylor has sought to extract a maximum profit from 
"his" land by selling the timber rights to it. The scale 
of the timber sales are monstrous: some 210 million 
board feet over the next ten years. Virtually all of the 
old growth is to be removed. This significant bio- 
logical corridor is being liquidated for profit. A 
watershed that 178 Chicano farm families depend 
on is being destroyed. 

On June 9, the three primary access gates to Taylor 
Ranch were our targets. Our goal was to shut down 
business on the ranch for as long as possible. Before 
dawn, we were in place with our lockboxes, U-locks, 
and cement-filled barrels. 

The Chama Road leads to Taylor Ranch headquar- 
ters. The legendary big pink bun- 
nies leapt out of the sagebrush 
and carved a trench in the road. It 
was enough to force Sheriff Joe 
Gallegos ("Boss Hog") to get out of 
bed early on a Monday morning. 
Ranch personnel were observed 
pointing to people that they 
wanted arrested, and the sheriff 
complied even though the charges 
were baseless. 

The Chama gate was a bit of a 
weak link in our blockade. A back 
hoe was called in to fill the trench, 
circumventing the courageous 
women who were locked down. 
Still, the women blocked access to 
ranch headquarters for a couple 
hours. Logging was stopped be- 
cause the Chama Road does not 
access the logging site. 


Salva Tu Sierra (Save Our Sierra) lockdown after Southwest Regional Rendezvous. 


The lockdown at San Francisco gate held for about 
thirty hours, effectively turning back logging crews 
for two days before a side-road was opened up to 
bypass the blockade. 

At the Jaroso gate, local San Luisian Rocky Madrid 
U- locked himself to a cattle guard. (Rocky may be 
a familiar name to students of activist history. 
Rocky is a paramedic who was present at the Ameri- 
can Indian Movement takeover of Wounded Knee 
back in the early '70s.) 

Rocky maintained his lockdown for three days 
before the cops moved in. They forced witnesses 
away from the lockdown site and then proceeded 
to brutalize him. First, he was burned by sparks 
that flew from where the cops were cutting metal 
within an inch of Rocky's head. Then Rocky was 
knocked unconscious with a blow to the head and 
subsequently had trouble breathing. He was trans- 
ported to the hospital in Alamosa, where police 
placed a guard around the emergency room, people 
who were concerned were prevented from check- 
ing on him. Sheriff Gallegos later issued a state- 
ment to the media claiming that Rocky's injuries 
were self-inflicted. 

While the community of San Luis celebrated the 
Fiestas of Santiago Y Santa Ana on the last weekend 
of July, protesters were once again blockading the 
gated roads to Taylor Ranch. They have been there 
for over a week. Despite attempts by the police, 
including pain compliance holds, protesters have 
been unrelenting. The gates remain closed. 

For information, contact Ancient Forest Rescue at 
(719) 672-3012. AFR maintains a permanent office 
in San Luis. 

Speaking of which, Mr. Taylor resides in New 
Bern, North Carolina, well removed from the an- 
guish that he is causing here in Colorado. It would 
be wonderful if he could be made a little less com- 
fortable in his distant community. 
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How to be a More Appealing Earth FirstIer 


By Buck Young 

The appeals process is one of the most important 
tools in the Sisyphean task of trying to get the Forest 
Service to obey the law. You can often get timber sales 
modified, and sometimes you can stop them — for a 
while. Appeals are an important part of any cam- 
paign to reform or curb the termitic appetites of the 
Forest Service. It's also a good tool for getting media 
coverage and educating the public. Most impor- 
tantly, if you don't appeal, you can't, in the immortal 
words of Jasper Carlton, "Sue The Bastards!" Writing 
appeals can be fun, and if you're in college, you may 
be able to get credit for it. A legendary group of 
Pennsylvanian Swarthmore students once stopped 
logging on the Allegheny Forest and brought up their 
GPAs in one fell swoop. 

Appeals are an "administrative remedy" of the 
federal government, an agency's in-house review. In 
other words, an appeal is like a lawsuit, only the 
agency you're suing gets to make the ruling. You 
can't file a lawsuit unless you appeal first, which in 
legal terms is called "exhausting your administrative 
remedies." The appeals process is the Forest Service's 
equivalent of the signs on the back of trucks that 
gives you the truckers' boss' number to call if you 
don't like their driving. 

If for some inexplicable reason you find yourself 
displeased with a Forest Service proposal to annihi- 
late your favorite wild place, you must file a formal 
complaint with the Appeals Deciding Officer in the 
form of an appeal. If the Officer decides that the 
proposal is a bad idea or (heaven forbid) illegal, they 
will reverse the Forest Service decision. If they don't 
agree with you, they will confirm the decision and 
you will have exhausted your administrative rem- 
edies. Then, and only then, if you are still convinced 
the proposal is illegal, you get to sue. 

How the Process Works 

In order to appeal a decision by the Forest Service, 
you have to be involved in the entire public partici- 
pation process prescribed by the National Environ- 
mental Policy Act (NEPA). Here's how to do it: 

1) Pick a national forest to monitor 

Each national forest is divided into neat little dis- 
tricts, each overseen by a district ranger. Pick a district 
of your forest to keep a careful eye on. The Forest 
Supervisor's office will provide maps upon request. 

2) Write the Forest Supervisor 

Request copies of the Management Area Map (MAM) 
for the Forest, the Forest Plan (FP) and the Environ- 
mental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Plan. Also, 
request copies of the National Forest Management 
Act (NFMA), NEPA and the Endangered Species Act 
(ESA) with all amendments. These are the principle 
laws governing the agency, and it's crucial that you 
be familiar with them. 

3) Write the District Ranger 

Ask to be put on the mailing list for all proposed 
management activities for that district. 

What You'll Get from the Forest Service 

1) The FP, EIS and Maps 

You will receive the FP, the EIS and the MAM from 
your friendly forest supervisor, who is required by 
law to give you these documents free of charge. 

The MAM is the best place to start. It shows the forest 
divided up into numbered blocks. Each of these blocks 
is a management area. The number in the block will 
correspond to a table in the EIS and the FP telling you 
what sort of activities are permitted in the area. You 
will be amazed at the number of different euphemisms 
that have been created to substitute for "Cut this area 
down, boys!" Buy yourself a set of colored pencils and 
color code the management area maps. Color by 
number. Put the protected areas in green. (You won't 
need a lot of green!) Your map will now look a lot 
different than those with the large green patches they 
hand out to tourists, and you will have a much better 
idea of what is really going on. 

The FP and EIS are thick bureaucratic management 
documents full of charts and statistics telling you 
how good clearcutting is for the forest. Read through 
the plan. At first this will be a lot like reading a 
textbook in a foreign language, but do not fear. If you 
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can make it through the rhetoric of an Earth First! 
Journal, you can learn to understand an EIS. 

2) Scoping Notices and Environmental Assessments 

Scoping notices are the first stage in the "scoping 
process." This is the forum the Forest Service uses to 
tell you how good their timber sales are. Then you tell 
them your concerns, and they smile and thank you, 
and do what they planned to do in the first place. 
Scoping notices announce plans to the public that are 
supposedly in their formative stages in order to solicit 
input. It is essential to submit comments on the 
scoping notice within 30 days. 

They won't change their plans 
any, but you may get them to 
ask some of the right ques- 
tions in their environmen- 
tal assessment; and they 
will certainly throw out your 
appeal if you don't. This notifi- 
cation will also give you ample 
warning to start gathering informa 
tion on a particular area of the forest 
slated for cutting. 

When you get a notice of a proposed 
action, request copies of the United 
States Geological Survey (USGS) quad- 
rangle maps for the area with out- 
lines of the forest boundaries. You'll 
have to pay for these (about $2-4) 
at the district office or any local 
map or book store. Request a 
listing of all management activi- *” ties in that 
area (mining, grazing, prior cuts, offerings and sales) 
from the district office. This will be important in 
proving their failure to address the cumulative ef- 
fects of cutting in the area. Go to an art supply store 
and buy some clear plastic mylar sheets the same 
size as the USGS maps and a couple of permanent 
pens in red and black. Put all prior cuts in red on one 
overlay, and the proposed cuts on another overlay 
on top of this. Mylar overlays are useful not only 
because they are clear and see-through, but also 
because it's easy to wipe the vomit off once you take 
a look at what they're planning! 

You'll probably have to go to the office yourself 
and look through the files (with their assistance, of 
course) to map out past activities. Don't be afraid to 
go to the office and meet the rangers. You'll find that 
for the most part, they're pretty decent folks, inter- 
ested in your input. (They may even be eco-activists 
in disguise!) 

After the scoping process is over, the ranger will put 
out an Environmental Assessment (EA). The EA is 
supposed to detail and disclose to the public the 
considerations of alternatives to the proposed pro j ect, 
describe the environmental effects of those alterna- 
tives and address the concerns raised in the scoping 
process. EAs are supposed to present a broad range of 
choices and information for the deciding officer to 
base his/her decision on, using the most up-to-date 
information available. However, in absolutely every 
case I have seen there are documents used to justify 
a decision that has already been made. This is explic- 
itly against the law. 

You are required to comment on the EA, citing 
where, when or how it is not in accordance with 
the law. In a month or so, you will receive a 
decision notice and a Finding of No Significant 
Impact (FONSI) indicating that, despite your con- 
cerns, the Forest Service is completely confident 
that its plans to level your national forest will have 
nothing but positive effects for all humankind. 

Now it is Time to Appeal 

The best way to write an appeal is to get a free copy 
of How to Appeal Forest Service Project and Activity 
Decisions from The Wilderness Society (900 17th St. 
NW, Washington, DC 20006-259). It's also helpful to 
get a copy of someone else's appeal to serve as a guide. 
Below is a rudimentary and superficial overview to 
give you an idea of what you're in for. In order to 
appeal a timber sale you must fully document all of 
the legal violations that concern you and send them 
to the appeals deciding officer at the regional office 
of the Forest Service within 45 days of the publication 
sj.of the decision. The appeal must contain: a Notice 



history, saying 


of Appeal, a Request for Stay, a list of Reasons and a 
list of Specific Changes Sought. 

1) Notice of Appeal 

The Notice of Appeal must start with the words: 

"This is an administrative action brought by (your 
name or organization) against (the district ranger's 
name, the name of the district and the name of the 
national forest) pursuant to 36 C.F.R. §215.7. This 
appeal asks the Appeals Deciding Officer to reverse 
the decision approving the (name of the proposal), a 
Forest Service proposal to (describe project). The 
Ranger District, on (date) issued a final decision to ... " 

And then some- thing like, "The proposal bla- 
tantly violates federal envi- 
ronmental statutes, breaks 
commitments the agency made 
to the public in its own Forest 
Plan, and shows an arbitrary and 
capricious disregard of the Forest 
Service's ethical and legal obligation to be 
a careful steward of the land owned by the 
American people." 

You must also include information 
on the appellant. First, describe your- 
self or your organization and your 
interest in the project. You must 
then describe the negative ef- 
fects the project will have 
on you and/or members of 
your organization. Unfor- 
tunately, at this point in 
that you care about the 
rumpled-bottomed snorf-grinkle and don't want it 
to die is not enough. You have to demonstrate that 
you will be directly harmed. This is called having 
"standing." Here's what I use: "If implemented, the 
(project) will do profound damage to the (aesthetic, 
recreational, wilderness, etc.,) qualities of the area. 
The projects will thereby cause legal injury to the 
(appellants) by depriving them of their enjoyment 
and customary use of the land managed by the 
Forest Service." You must then identify the Forest 
Service decision-maker: "Freddie Stumpsky is em- 
ployed by the USDA Forest Service as District Ranger 
of the Clearcut District of the Sawdust National 
Forest. Mr. Stumpsky is the Forest Service employee 
who was in charge of preparing the Environmental 
Assessment (EA), Finding of No Significant Impact 
(FONSI) and Decision Notice (DN) for the 'Clear to 
The Horizon' Projects." 

2) Request for Stay 

The next section of the appeal is the Request for 
Stay. This means that you are asking the Forest 
Service to put a hold on the project while your appeal 
is under consideration. It should read something 
like: "Appellants request a stay for the duration of 
this appeal of the District Ranger's decision to ap- 
prove the Clear to the Horizon Projects as described 
in the EA and DN/FONSI. Specifically, appellants 
request that the Forest Service halt the offering and 
awarding of the Clear to the Horizon Projects or 
conduct any action included therein. This stay re- 
quest should be granted for the following reasons: 
The Clear to the Horizon Projects would irreversibly 
alter the existing character of the project area. Trees 
would be cut, remaining trees would be damaged, 
soil erosion and undocumented detriments to wild- 
life would occur and customary recreational use of 
the area would be drastically altered. Therefore, a 
decision to proceed with any of the activities of the 
Clear to the Horizon Project while this appeal is 
pending would effectively render the right to a mean- 
ingful review moot. Therefore, this request for stay 
should be granted." 

3) Reasons 

In this section you must list all of the reasons that 
you object to the timber sale. The appeals process was 
originally designed to be a simple means of address- 
ing public concern and modifying proposals. All the 
Forest Service really cares about now is whether or 
not they think you would win in a lawsuit against 
them. It's your job to convince them that you would. 
In this section you need to list all of the sections of the 
NEPA, NFMA and the ESA that will be violated by the 
proposal and explain why. Carefully read over these 
laws and the Forest Service EA and you're bound to 

continued on next page 



Taper 'Wrench at TeynoCcCs Creek 


by Asante Riverwind 

In 1993, gas-guzzling lime green vehicles of the 
Malheur National Forest Service rolled through the 
Reynolds Creek subwatershed in the Prairie City 
Ranger District. Freddiesequipped with hard hats 
(for fear a tree might fall upon them in revenge?), 
they left an inane "game board" of "unit" boundary 
markers and paint streaked trees in their wake. Blue 
for death/ or in other "units"— a few orange marked 
ones as "leave trees." 

In 1995, the Forest "Service" excreted the Mossy 
Timber Sale in this subwatershed's recovering old- 
growth forests. A salvage hoax? The Blue Mountains 
Biodiversity Proj ect surveyed the area, exposing their 
logging-oriented lies and threatening lawsuits on 
numerous agency violations of the National Envi- 
ronmental Policy Act, the National Forest Manage- 
ment Act, the Clean Water Act and the Endangered 
Species Act. 

As all but the self-deluded agencies, timber profi- 
teers and sawdust- fogged individuals readily realize, 
you can't create "forest health" by making stumps out 
of living trees, especially old-growth trees. Like the 
emperor wearing no clothes, the Forest Service was 
standing stupidly naked with no credible science to 
back its claims. However, our appeal was denied, and 
the lawsuit that includes this sale is being sullenly sat 
upon by stump-extraordinaire Federal Judge Michael 
Hogan in Eugene. 

Now Mossy has been sold. But the Forest Service, 
never content to allow old-growth forest "resources" 
to be "wasted" on unproductive jobless wildlife, 
has culled from the dropped units of the Mossy sale 
yet a new "industrially improved" old-growth tim- 
ber sale— the Reynolds sale. Apparently the agency, 
inspired and feeling chainsaw-happy in the stump- 
ridden aftermath of the Salvage-hoax Rider's reign 
of '96, decided to make a new sale out of units their 
biologists had dropped from the Mossy sale. These 
units were dropped due to wildlife habitat 
degradation, declining bull trout populations, ri- 
parian value and other legal concerns. 

"Forest health" they say. Yeah, sure. In this high 
elevation, moist forest there are co-dominant an- 
cient fir trees hundreds of years old growing 
amongst the ancient ponderosas and huge, decay- 
ing, fallen giants of both. Fire suppression? Here? 
At this elevation — around 6,000 feet — so near the 
oft' lightning- stricken rounded top of this moun- 
tain ridge? Fire crews would either have to be 
continually encamped, patiently waiting the light- 
ning or be warp-speed teleported, equipment and 
all, to be able to successfully "suppress" any fires 
up there. 

Contrary to all the piles of agency "professional 
experts" as well as the Forest Service's own Envi- 


ronmental Assessment (EA), this area was not a 
ponderosa pine park-like stand. It was, and continues 
to be, a mixed conifer forest mosaic of ponderosa 
pine/fir spiced with a fair amount of larch. "Forest 
health?"these forests are vibrantly green. "Dead or 
dying" trees comprise less than 10 percent of the 
area, well within the range of natural variability. 
The ancient forests of the Reynolds sale area pro- 
vide clear, cool waters to the streams below, tribu- 
taries to the John Day River system which support 
some of the few remaining wild salmon runs in the 
lower 48 states. 

Two appeals, three years and an ongoing lawsuit 
later, we find ourselves standing again in the 
Reynolds creek forest, this time with the hardhat- 
wearing Freddies. It seems they want to negotiate. 
Negotiate. Not on the sold but as yet uncut, Mossy 
sale, but on the Reynolds sale. Apparently our re- 
cent appeal has "a couple of points" which stopped 
their sale dead. Seems they "forgot" to do a compe- 
tent watershed analysis for bull trout. Seems they 
also picked two alternatives— making two sales out 
of one EA and "forgot" to analyze the combined 
effects of both of them. 

Sometimes, when you catch them at enough bla- 
tant violations, and stuff their papers back at them in 
the form of appeals, they start to choke on their own 
messes. So they start offering deals: they'll drop 70 
percent of the sale, including most of the units along 
Reynolds Creek. They just want us to let them cut 500 
plus acres — and they'll even sign an agreement not to 
do another sale in the area for, get this, five whole 
years! Wow, cough, gag... Oh, and no, they had said, 
we can't get in to see the area first — ah, because the 
road is blocked by snow, deep snow, and the lower 
part of the road is soft with mud, deep mud, very bad, 
can't possibly get in to see it, no. They wrote us a 
proposed deal, so we sent it back for a rewrite, buying 
time past their scheduled deadlines. 

We sought advice from other organizations that 
had "negotiated" with Freddies many times before. 
Some stated that, given the harsh reality of a corrupt 
Forest Service and corporate just-us courts, what the 
Freddies' were offer was potentially a victory for the 
forests and us. But mostly, for the final word, we 
sought advice from the forest itself. Despite the harsh 
reality of the koyaanisqatsi (out of balance) human 
societal systems, the forest sang clearly — NO DEAL, 
No Compromise, No More Ancient Forest Stumps — 
NO WAY!! 

Now the forests have another year before the paint 
marks and saws of industry threaten them again. 
Ultimately, however, with each "sale" the agency 
gets through we are losing irreplaceable pieces of 
nature. Ultimately, and the sooner the better, we 
need zero commercial logging in the national for- 
ests — too much has been cut already and too many 
wild species are in decline. This agency of computer 
paper pushers would do far less damage if reassigned 
to managing malls — or developing documents for 
the dismantling of Wall Street. 

Meanwhile there are several old-growth and 
roadless area sales that we are working to keep 
from being logged. Our project needs help from 
letter writers, attorneys, outreach organizers, fund- 
raisers and self-sufficient volunteers to help hike 
the sales, survey, appeal and stop the continuing 
onslaught of illegal sales. We also teach activists 
how to effectively give voice to the wild in their 
own bioregions. (Contact the Blue Mountains 
Biodiversity Project at HCR 82, Fossil, Oregon 
97830.) 

Your letters really do make a difference! Please 
write the addresses below insisting that the Forest 
Service cease logging essential old-growth habitat 
and drop all of the sales listed below: 

In the Malheur National Forest: Reynolds Creek, 
Clear Creek , Genesis, Trio, Fawn, Billy, Scotty, Van 
Aspen, Starr, Aldrich Roadless Area, SF Deer, Guard, 
Jobs, Billy II, Summit, Todd Roadless Area, Utley 
Butte Roadless Area, Badger, Night/Fox Roadless Area, 
Mossy, Hem, and, if its not already too late: Vincent 
Vinegar, Myrtle Point, Cove and Blade. 

In the Umatilla National Forest: Camas, Oasis, 
Tower Fire, Buzzard Roadless Area, Yellow Rose, 



Old growth habitat in the Reynolds Sale 


Hollywood/Texas Roadless Area, Mallory, and, if its 
not already too late: East End and Wheeler Point. 

These are just two of the national forests in 
eastern Oregon — there are many, many more tim- 
ber sales in essential habitats in national forests 
across the nation. This is the real "forest health 
crisis." Nature is not committing ecocide. These 
forests have survived for millennium without the 
man-aging of agency "experts." It is beyond time 
we insist on an end to the madness of this indus- 
trial assault on wild nature. No more commercial 
logging destruction of public lands. No more cor- 
porate welfare at the expense of the heritage of 
future generations and the last remaining homes 
of the wild. jBasta! 

Please write, call, protest, occupy, re-assign or ???: 
President Clinton, 1600 Pennsylvania Ave., Wash- 
ington, DC 20500; (202) 456-2724. Secretary of 
Agriculture, Dan Glickman, and Forest Service 
Chief Mike Dombeck, USD A, 14th & Indepen- 
dence SW, Washington DC 20250; (202) 720-3631; 
fax (202) 720-2166. Robert Williams, Region 6, 
Regional Forester, 333 SW 1st, Portland, Oregon 
97208. Carl Pence, Malheur Supervisor's Office, 
POB 909, John Day, OR 97845; (541) 575-3000. 
Senator Ron Wyden, Hart Senate Office Bldg., 
Washington, DC 20510; (202) 224-3753 or 
(541)330-9142 in Bend, OR. Jeff Blackwood/Tom 
Reilly, Umatilla Supervisor's Office, 2517 SW Hailey 
Ave., Pendleton, OR 97801; (541) 278-3720. 


Appealing EFIer 

continued from previous page 

explain why. Carefully read over these laws and 
the Forest Service EA and you're bound to find 
the Forest Service has once again acted in willful 
disregard of congressional mandates. Let them 
know you're watching, you care, you caught 
them and you're not going to shut up about it. 
Again, its really helpful to have the Wilderness 
Society booklet and another appeal to give you 
ideas. 

4) Specific Changes Sought 

This is the final section. In it you tell the Forest 
Service what you want them to do instead of 
what they've proposed. Just list your demands, 
e.g.: Rescind the Decision Notice for the Clear to 
the Horizon Project; stay the implementation of 
all planned activities associated with the Deci- 
sion Notice for the Clear to the Horizon Project; 
manage the National Forest in accordance with 
the law. That's it. 

Now, go to it, have fun and tell'em Buck sent ya'! 

Buck Young shut down all the timber salesin the 
Green Mountain National Forest. 
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Jaguar Gets Listing — 
USFWS Lies 

La 1994, the Southwest Center for 
Biological Diversity won a lawsuit re- 
quiring the US Fish and Wildlife Ser- 
vice (USFWS) to propose the jaguar as 
endangered. The agency sat on its 
hands until the Southwest Center won 
a second lawsuit in 1997 requiring a 
final decision. The agency then 
scrambled to put together a highly 
cont royersial conservation agreement 
explicitly designed to take the place of 
real protection under tire Endangered 
Species Act (ESA). Widespread oppo- 
sition to the plan and litigation pres- 
sure ousted their plan as a substitute 
for an ESA listing. 

On July 17, 1997, after prolonged 
delays, the USFWS listed the mag- 
nificent cat throughout its entire 
historic range, including endangered 
stat us in Arizona, New Mexico, Cali- 
fornia and Louisiana, and threat- 
ened siaun III Texas. I he lis|J|| 

' states that n recovery plan will be 
prepared since current conservation 
plans are inadequate. 

In a vain attempt to influence the 
media prior to the release of the offi- 
cial listing, the USFWS sent out a 
fraudulent press release implying that 
the jaguar has not been listed as En- 
dangered in California and Louisiana 
arid directly stating that no recovery 
plan will bt prepared 

Pacific Lumber Co. Sued 

Stan Chandler, a former logger with 
the Pacific Lumber Company (PLC) is 
suing his ex-employer for several en- 
vironmental and safety violations, 
including the illegal cutting of an- 
cient forest, hr his suit he alleges that 
he was ordered to cut trees to block 
the entry of regulatory agency offi- 
cials to sites where the illegal logging 
taking place. 

Court Rules Unocal 
Polluted Illegally 

A federal judge ruled that Unocal 
violated federal and state laws when 
its refineries discharged toxic selenium 
into San Francisco Bay, a ruling that 
could cost the company tens of mil- 
lions of dollars. The decision by Chief 
US District Judge Ehdton Henderson 
was a setback for Uno< al's attempt to 
limit its Liability with a $780, 000 settle- 
ment with state regulators. The ruling 
subjects Unocal to potential federal 
fines of $50 million or more, loss of 
any profits it made from illegal activi- 
ties, and possible court orders to re- 
in liscl t rj - 

y Forest Service Ignores 
Logging Injunction 

On July 22, the Southwest Center 
for Biological Diversity filed a terapo- 
ftov Mpr.Vmng order against the 
Kaibab National Forest to halt the 
illegal logging of the Bridget Salvage 
Sales on the north rim of tire Grand 
Canyon. As of press time, a ruling has 

| not been Issued. 

'Eire 9th Circuit Court of Appeals 
issued an injunction in May shutting 
down all timber sales in Arizona and 
New Mexico's national forests that 
are inconsistent with recently 
amended Forest Plans. Kaibab Na- 
tional Forest officials, however, ig- 
nored the injunction and allowed log- 
ging to continue in the Bridger Tim- 
ber Sales, claiming that salvage sales 
are exempt from the Forest Plan's 
mandate to leave at least three to five 
adjacent trees per acre on all timber 
sales. The Bridger sales involve 
clearcutting nearly 3,<X)0 acres. 


Nuxalk Indians Busted Protecting Ista 
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It is the place, according to Nuxalk creation myth, where 
the first woman descended to Earth. Ista is part of the 
Great Bear Rainforest, the largest contiguous area of 
unprotected rainforest in British Columbia and is a 
forest of global ecological significance. Satellite map- 
ping shows that half of the world's temperate rainforest 
has already been destroyed and that temperate rainforests 
are more endangered than tropical rainforests. Interna-, 
tional Forest Products is the second largest company 
logging the rainforest and has licenses to log the largest 
number of intact rainforest valleys on the coast. Ap- 
proximately half these valleys will be roaded or logged in 
the next five years. 

After 22 days of blockading and much pressure by 
Interfor, 40 Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) 
descended on Ista at dawn. Hereditary Chief Qwatsinas 
stood on the blockade to greet them and explained how 
he was fulfilling his duty as a hereditary chief and 
protecting his land. RCMP arrested him and four other 
Nuxalk. They also arrested 14 others who had linked 
their arms together. 

Collette Schooner remained hanging in the tripod along 
with Marlene Van Poeck, a Flemish environmentalist. "My 
mother has been arrested for protecting Ista. My grandfa- 
ther was arrested too," Collette explained. "Now I am here 
for the youth and future generations to stop the clearcutting 
of this sacred forest." A RCMP climbing team ascended the 
tripod to extract and arrest them. Wim van der Vyver was 
locked into a lockbox buried in the road, set in concrete 
into which he was handcuffed. Four RCMP surrounded 
him and used fear, intimidation and torture as they applied 
pain holds to his neck until he finally unlocked himself. 

Finally, RCMP climbers arrived at the grapple yarder, 
where Patricia Fromm and Shaila Healey had been hang- 
ing in for days, locked onto the structure. A locksmith was 
brought to the scene and was successful in picking locks, 
leaving the climbing cops to lower the activists down to 
the ground. 

As the last resister was escorted to the awaiting RCMP 
boat, the next protest began. This time a logging barge 
taking logs from a valley further south was boarded by 
Greenpeace activists who successfully stopped the ex- 
ports of logs out of the region for four days. 

Though the price will no doubt be high for those who 
had the courage to stand up against Interfor and its 
destructive and disrespectful logging, it is a small price 
to pay in defense of the Great Bear Rainforest. Though 
clearcutting at Ista continues, other pristine valleys 
remain intact even though Interfor had plans to build 
roads in them this year. Valleys such as Johnston River 
and K'Iskwatsta Creek remain untouched, in part be- 
cause we have been successful in making Interfor pay for 


their actions. No longer is the Great Bear Rainforest some 
unknown place on BC's coast, with only First Nations 
people and fishermen around to view the carnage of 
clearcut logging. Now we have focused an international 
spotlight on the region. If Interfor or any other company 
tries to move into a pristine valley, the world will bear 
witness. But until we can work towards an ecologically 
sustainable economy here in BC, we have to keep the 
spotlight bright and focused. The only way we can do 
that is by continuing to work with our natural allies, and 

by calling on the world for support. 

Here is what you can do to help: 

Write Premier Glen Clark at R. 156, Legislative Build- 
ings, Victoria, BC, V8V 1X4 Canada; (250) 387-1715. 

Send a donation to help the Nuxalk in their struggle to 
House of Smayusta, Box 8, Bella Coola, BC, V0T ICO 
Canada. 

Volunteer your time and energy. Whether organizing 
slideshows, fundraising in your community or helping out 
on the front lines, help is always needed. Call Dayna 
Chapman, FAN Volunteer Coordinator at (250) 799-5800. 

Join the Forest Action Network by writing to Box 625, 
Bella Coola, Canada, V0T ICO, Canada. (250) 799-5800, 
fax (250) 799-5830; http://www.fanweb.org. 

Gavin Edwards has worked with Forest Action Network for 
years. He is now working with BC Greenpeace, claiming he will 
donate lots of money to FAN. 


Violence Hits Bella Coola Campaign 

In Bella Coola where environmental and native 
groups on King Island have had ongoing blockades, 
local pro-loggers have threatened and attacked envi- 
ronmentalist. 

A mob of angry anti-environmentalists assaulted at 
least three people. One women was assaulted then 
pushed into the water. Another women, who was 
filming the violence, was assaulted by two men, her 
video-camera smashed and thrown into the water. 
Later that evening, a cook from a local cafe was 
attacked for professing to "like trees." Another envi- 
ronmentalist had his car windows smashed. These 
anti-environmentalists even desecrated the grave of 
an activist who died two years ago. 

On July 13, a mob boarded the MV Starlet, a boat 
owned by two local environmental groups, and burned 
a flag given to them by Head Hereditary Chief 
Nuximlayc (Lawrence Pootlass). The flag was being 
flown at the request of environmental supporters 
from the Nuxalk Nation who had invited activists 
into their territory to help protect the logging of 
many rainforest valleys. 
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Lessons from Warner Creek 


continued from page 3 

an ideal, to establish a new society, to break 
the molds of the outdated, and to achieve, 
finally, the social justice for which they 
fight (my italics). 

Che is telling us to think big. Here's an 
example: Some comrades and I used to 
do campaigns in the Coast Range of 
Oregon. Blocked a lot of roads, mixed a 
lot of concrete, you know the drill. And 
partly due to our efforts, a lot of those 
trees were saved. So, we get a letter from 
the Forest Service a month ago that 
they're going to replace that timber 
volume from the Siuslaw National For- 
est with trees from a sale right up against 
Bunchgrass Ridge, 'bout 50 miles east of 
Eugene, just north of Oakridge... 

Yep, that's right. Right out of the 
heart of the Warner Creek drainage. 

You see, Freddie's got orders to take a 
certain amount of timber volume out 
of a specific region. If we stop them in 
one spot, they'll take the volume from 
somewhere else. Our hell-raising can 
have significant impact on decisions 
made about individual timber sales. 
And we can cost them a lot of money 
and draw media attention to what's 
going on in the woods. But we do not 
strategically impact policy-making; we 
do not influence the bottom-line deci- 
sions of the government-industry com- 
plex. We have usable tactics; we do not 
have an effective strategy. 

Warner Creek did have a strategic 
impact on the Salvage Rider. The mas- 
sive media attention to logging on 
public lands, the ameliorative effects 
of the Glickman directive, Clinton's 
ultimate decision to forego salvage 
logging plans at Warner were a direct 

result of the efforts of no-compromise 
activists. Why have subsequent ac- 
tions failed to have the same kind of 
effect? Back to Che: 

The guerrilla fighter needs full help 
from the people of the area. This is an 
indispensable condition. This is clearly 
shown by considering the case of bandit 
gangs that operate in a region. They have 
all the characteristics of a guerrilla army, 
homogeneity, respect for the leader, valor, 
knowledge of the ground, and often, even 
good understanding of the tactics to be 


employed. The only thing missing is 
support of the people; and inevitably, 
these gangs are captured and extermi- 
nated by the public force. 

The most crucial element of the 
Warner campaign was massive support 
from, well, the masses. Hundreds at- 
tended rallies for Warner, thousands 
gave food, money and gear, and tens of 
thousands sent letters to officials ex- 
pressing their outrage at plans to sal- 
vage-log the Cornpatch Roadless Area. 

The activists on the road didn't physi- 
cally prevent the loggers from getting at 
the trees; a grassroots movement cre- 
ated conditions that would have made 
rolling over that forest too embarrass- 
ing for them to try . Not to downplay the 
role of the jail-bait that was there on the 
road day in and day out — they were one 
of the most important pieces of the 
puzzle. But an equally important piece 
was the literally years of organizing and 
agitating that built a movement to de- 
fend Warner long before the first pick 
bit into good ol' FS road 2408. 

The Cuban Revolution of Che Guevara 
and Fidel Castro was a lot like Warner 
Creek. Insurgents struggled for years to 
create the "subjective conditions" — a 
mass consciousness among the people 
that prepared them for revolutionary 
struggle — before attempting to over- 
throw the state. Surprisingly, Che ig- 
nored his own advice in Guerrilla War- 
fare and came to believe that a guerrilla 
foco, a "hard core of thirty to fifty men, " 
could single-handedly bring down the 
ancien regime in every Latin American 
country by inspiring the unorganized 
masses to revolution by their heroic 
example. The Guevarist inspired revo- 
lutions in Latin America largely failed 
using this model, and Guevara himself 
was captured and executed by Ameri- 
can-backed forces in Bolivia. 

A hard core of thirty to fifty activists 
in the Pacific Northwest cannot gain 
popular support with direct action 
alone. Direct action is a means to an 
end, not an end unto itself. "The 
masses" will not be inspired to action 
by our example; they will become alien- 
ated by distorted media coverage and 
jaded by a message without a context 
in their own experience. We need to 


create the subjective conditions for 
struggle by putting in the pre-cam- 
paign footwork that makes campaigns 
successful in the long term. Part of thN 
might mean participating in the 
system's "remedies" — exhausting our 
legal and administrative options and 
rallying public support against particu- 
larly egregious projects. If these av- 
enues fail (and they will probably fail 
because the system is rotten), then we 
will have "maximized the internal con- 
tradictions of the system" — a fancy 
Marxist phrase that means that it's 
now painfully obvious to everyone that 
the system is hopeless. 

When we start with the basics, when 
we start with organizing and agitating, 
then we are reaching people. When 
their Congressperson ignores their well- 
worded and cogently argued letter, then 
a person is radicalized. You don't get 
radicalized by watching someone 
locked to a bulldozer on TV. You get 
radicalized by the results of your own 
unmediated experience. One last piece 
of advice from Che: 

People must see clearly the futility of 
maintaining the fightfor social goals within 
the framework of civil debate. When the 
forces of oppression come to maintain 
themselves in power against established 
law, peace is considered already broken. 

In these conditions popular discontent 
expresses itself in more active forms. An 
attitude of resistance finally crystallizes 
itself... provoked initially by the conduct 
of the authorities. 

We need to engage people with edu- 
cation and outreach and empower 
them by direct contact with our move- 
ment. At present I see people in this 
movement running around from tim- 
ber sale to timber sale — with the best 
possible intentions, but without a clear 
overall objective in mind. I'm not down 
on free states as a tactic. I advocate this 
tactic as part of an overall strategy. 
When we organize a mass movement 
around defense of wild places this tac- 
tic will become effective. 

Let's get busy, because time is run- 
ning out. 

Tafflufma is actually two people: Fluff- 
head and Tahoma. They are telepathi- 
cally linked over great distances. 


National Forests 

continued from page one 

forests. These firebreaks are grotesquely 
wide — no less than 440 yards across. In 
fact, they are clearcut avenues that will 
fragment some of the last contiguous 
habitat in California. In other words, a 
major ecological disaster, particularly 
for wildlife that depend on unbroken 
expanses of forest. 

The Congressional Budget Office 
reckons that this firebreak logging 
program will cost the taxpayer about 
$83 million a year. That's the subsidy 
it will take to plan 300 million board 
feet of timber sales a year. The Forest 
Service is ordered to raid other ac- 
counts, such as wildlife management 
and recreation, to foot the bill. The 
profits from the timber sales will go to 
companies such as Sierra Pacific and 
Collins Pine — not the taxpayer. 

The Quincy Library Group bill had 
been kicking around Capitol Hill for 
about a year, had been attacked by 
nearly every environmental group and 
seemed doomed. But then suddenly it 
found its way to the floor of the House 


where, on July 9, it passed by the as- 
tounding margin of 429 to 1, the lone 
dissenter being Ron Paul, the Texan 
libertarian who denounced the bill as 
nothing more than a looting of public 
assets and the below-cost selling of 
timber from federal lands. Which it is. 

Days before the vote in the House, 
the leadership of the big national green 
groups had been solicited by Senator 
Feinstein of California. She told them 
that the Quincy bill was going to move 
speedily through the House and then 
she was going to maneuver it just as 
expeditiously through the Senate. 
Feinstein said she needed a commit- 
ment from the big green organiza- 
tions not to sabotage this plan. 

If any one group in the country 
should oppose logging in the Califor- 
nia Sierra it is surely Muir's offspring, 
the Sierra Club. But Carl Pope, execu- 
tive director of the Club parleyed with 
Feinstein and, it seems, threw in the 
towel. How else to explain that the 
Club's lobbyists could not muster any 
votes against the bill in the House? 
(Paul, the only true maverick in the 
Congress, certainly didn't take his lead 
from the Club.) 


Feinstein's motives appear to be 
twofold. She's running for the gover- 
norship of her state in 1998 and thus 
is eager to show that she can look after 
the interests of the rural lobbies. She is 
also eager to show that she can handle 
the big environmental groups. 

The tempo will now pick up. 
Feinstein wants to fast-track her Sen- 
ate bill, so that legislation will be ready 
for President Clinton to sign when he 
presides over the Lake Tahoe environ- 
mental summit on July 26. 

Make no mistake about it, if the 
Quincy Library bill goes through the 
Senate it will set a terrible model as 
legislation that claims to protect the 
forest while it mandates a doubling of 
logging. As a seasoned congressional 
staffer said: "This is the kind of bill 
congress would love to vote on every 
day. It's like the federal highway pro- 
gram, only in this case the porkbarrel 
is clearcuts instead of freeways." 

[Ed. note: On July 26, the Senate vote 
was put off until September, and Clinton 
patted Feinstein on the back and wished 
Quincy Library-style compromise on all 
the national forests across the country. 
Call your Senator NOW! 
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Protection Sought for 
Great Plains Sparrow 

In late June, the Biodiversity Legal 
Foundation (BLF) filed a formal peti- 
tion with the US Fish & Wildlife Ser- 
vice (USFWS) to list and protect the 
Baird's Sparrow as threatened under 
the Flndangered Species Act. Once 
abundant and widespread in the 
northern Great Plains, it is now esti- 
mated that the sparrow’s population 
levels have fallen 95 percent — a drop 
that corresponds directly with the 
ongoing loss of suitable grassland 
habitat. 

The rarity of this songbird is a sign 
of broader environmental problems 
in the grasslands of the Great Plains, 
including extensive livestock grazing, 
hay harvesting, irrigation, use of pes- 
ticides, invasion of exotic species and 
fire suppression. 

Prairie Grasslands are now consid- 
ered by biologists to be one of the 
most endangered and least protected 
ecosystems in North America. As a 
group, populations of grassland-de- 
pendent bird species have declined 
more dramatically, more consistently 
and over a more geographically wide- 
spread area than any other group of 
North American birds in the last quar- 
ter century. 

The USFWS has until late Septem- 
ber to issue a preliminary finding as to 
the merit of the petition. 

Six States Fail to Protect 
Great Lakes 

The National Wildlife Federation 
has filed a lawsuit to force the US 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) to implement a set of uniform 
water quality standards for the Great 
Lakes, known as the Great Lakes Ini- 
tiative. According to the lawsuit, six 
states have failed to protect the Great 
Lakes from poisonous pollution. 

The Great Lakes Initiative, re- 
quired by Congress under the Clean 
Water Act, is designed to protect 
the health of the people, fish and 
wildlife of the Great Lakes basin 
from toxic pollutants. To date, only 
Indiana and Wisconsin have 
adopted the new standards. The re- 
maining six states, Illinois, Michi- 
gan, Minnesota, New York, Ohio 
and Pennsylvania, have yet to adopt 
standards and to submit the new 
standards to the EPA for approval. 

Among the pollutants addressed 
by the Initiative are PCBs, dioxin and 
mercury. These toxins are known to 
cause cancer, kidney and liver poi- 
soning, respiratory problems, nerve 
damage and developmental disorders. 
The Great Lakes have the world's 
largest concentration of pulp and 
paper companies. 

r r r 

Goshawk Decision 

■ . r . . : ■ : : ; ■: ; . ; 

Overturned — Again 

A Federal judge has again over- 
turned a US Fish & Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) decision to deny the west- 
ern US population of the northern 
goshawk protection under the En- 
dangered Species Act. The judge also 
reprimanded the USFWS for taking 
"an action which was sure to guaran- 
tee future litigation." 

The" implications of the ruling in- 
clude greater protection of old-growth 
forests since the goshawk inhabits al- 
most every old-growth forest not al- 
ready inhabited by spotted owl. Ad- 
ditionally, the ruling throws out 
Clinton’s policy that limits popula- 
tion status to imperiled species. 
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COMPILED BY JAMES BARNES 

On June 4, 1997, activists from 
around the United States gathered at 
more than twenty-five Forest Service 
supervisor's offices, regional offices 
and Federal buildings to protest 100 
years of logging on our national for- 
ests. The 1897 passage of the "Organic 
Act" amended the charter of what was 
known then as the Forest Reserve Sys- 
tem to allow logging. 

This so-called "act" 
was not actually 
stand-alone legisla- 
tion, but the first log- 
ging rider, buried in 
Congress' 1897 
spending bill. Until 
then the Forest Re- 
serves had been off- 
limits to any timber 
harvest since their 
creation in 1891. As a 
result of public out- 
cry, they were formed 
out of federal land 
precisely to keep the 
rapacious timber bar- 
ons from stripping 
western forests the 
way they had done 
in the northern Great 
Lakes region and the 
eastern hardwood forests before them . 
Gifford Pinchot pushed for logging in 
the Forest Reserves, although he rec- 
ognized that "...the law aimed to save 
the timber for the use of the people, 
and to hold the mountain forests as 


the ecological health of our nation's 
forests and watersheds. 

Rally participants called for an end 
to timber sales on federal public 
lands — lands that have been severely 
degraded by a century of subsidized 
clearcutting and roadbuilding. Orga- 
nizers also launched a new national 
campaign to end logging on public 
lands. To that end, activists have been 
working with US Congresswoman 



Lockdown shuts down Forest Service 


Cynthia McKinney (D-GA) to intro- 
duce the "National Forest Protection 
and Restoration Act" (NFPRA), which 
will end all timber sales on federal 
public lands nationwide and redirect 
timber subsidies into worker retrain- 


safety," the Freddies refused to allow 
more than one person into the build- 
ing at a time. 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

In front of a noisy, sign-waving 
crowd at the Southwestern Regional 
Headquarters, Smokey — waving the 
American flag — got on the roof and 
hung a three-story banner that read: 
"Stop logging public lands! — Zero 
Cut." The activists 
went into the 
building to let the 
head of timber sale 
planning know 
that it was all over. 
Southwestern ac- 
tivists have kept 
the Forest Service 
paralyzed for 
nearly two years, 
and this is only the 
beginning, they 
say. They quote 
,, Goethe: "What- 
g ever you can do, 
or dream you can, 
& begin it. Boldness 
» has genius, power 
I and magic in it. 
Begin it now." 

research office in Seattle. Oregon 

Cave function: Activists held a pan- 
cake breakfast and then blocked a road 
and locked down to a logging truck on 
the way to the notorious China Left 
timber sale. They kept traffic at a stand- 
still for three hours until law enforce- 


great sponges to give out steady flows 
of water for use in the fertile valleys 
below." He shamelessly used fear of 
fire in the forests to push his utilitar- 
ian (wise use, if you will) agenda: "Con- 
gress ... made no provision for their 
use or their protection. The timber 
was simply locked up and left to burn. " 
Though Pinchot wrote these lines in 
1907, the rhetoric of "log it or lose it" 
remains unchanged. 

Since then, the "used and protected" 
national forests are in a state of crisis. 
Less than five percent of original na- 
tive forests remain standing, while 
old-growth-dependent species, species 
that require large, roadless expanses 
of forest cover and clean, cool water, 
are in precipitous decline. National 
forest destruction is paid for by tax- 
payers, to the tune of $1.3 billion in 
1996 alone for the Forest Service's 
logging program. Yet the timber cut 
from public lands was equivalent to 
only 3.9 percent of the total US an- 
nual consumption. We dumped three 
times that amount into landfills. 


ing and ecological restoration. 

From Montgomery, Alabama to Lex- . 
ington, Kentucky; from Flagstaff, Ari- 
zona to Ogden, Utah, folks gathered 
to let the Freds know that a hundred 
years was enough, and time for federal 
clearcutting was running out. From a 
compilation of press clippings and 
reports from activists around the coun- 
try, this is how the day of action went 
in just a few places across America: 

Harrisburg, Illinois 

Several eco groups rallied at the 
Shawnee National Forest Supervisor's 
Office, where "Doctor Smokey Bear" 
said, "Logging Is Not Good 4 Forest 
Health." 

"It's the anniversary of one of the 
most devastating acts in our history," 
said Jim Bensman of the Sierra Club's 
Shawnee National Forest Committee. 
The local focus of the rally was on the 
"ecological" logging and burning of 
3,785 acres of forestland, despite a 
current court order against commer- 
cial logging on the Shawnee. 


ment cleared them away. Sucker Creek, 
which runs through the China Left 
sale, is a critical summer habitat area 
for the now-listed coho salmon. Log- 
ging roads washed out and dumped 
tons of sediment into the creek last 
winter, yet more logging continues... 

Eugene: In a great guerrilla theater 
skit, Ripped-Off Van Winkle, repre- 
senting the American taxpayer, battled 
his arch-nemesis, the Timber Beast, 
along with Vinnie the Fire Boy and 
many other speakers. Everyone had a 
great time. The riot cops stayed dis- 
creetly at a distance. 

Portland: Zero Cut Doughnuts and 
Bagels were distributed and a "zero 
circle" of 120 people formed a ring 
around the Forest Service Building, 
chanting "Zero cut on public land!" 
Over a dozen police officers, some on 
horseback, blocked the building en- 
trance to all but employees. 

Warren, Pennsylvania 

At the Allegheny National Forest head- 
quarters, protesters carried signs read- 


In a time of budgetary restraints to 
achieve deficit reduction, this subsidy 
represents a massive giveaway of pub- 
lic assets — the destruction of our natu- 


Under the watchful eyes of the cops, 
the Forest Service locked the dozen or so 
environmentalists out of the forest head- 
quarters building, but let in media. 


ing "Stumps don't lie — 100 years is too 
many, " "Stop logging on public lands!, " 
"Synthetic herbicides are not safe," and 
"Honk if you love the Allegheny!" Dem- 


ral heritage for short-term corporate 
profit. 

Hence the June 4 Day of Action. To 
mark the occasion, the John Muir 
Project and 15 other Zero Cut organi- 
zations took out a full page ad in the 
New York Times citing a century of 
destructive practices and ballooning 
corporate subsidies. The conservation 
groups called for a complete ban on 
logging as a first step toward restoring 


Bedford, Indiana 

Indiana Forest Alliance and Heart- 
wood attempted to occupy the office 
of the Hoosier National Forest Super- 
visor. Brad Horn and Dave Brodin 
were arrested and charged with tres- 
passing for trying to get through the 
locked building's front doors as a po- 
lice officer entered. Claiming that they 
were "concerned about everybody's 


onstrators handed out leaflets and put 
on street theater about freeing Smokey 
Bear from his public relations post for 
the US Forest Service. Matt Peters of 
Athens, Ohio, a member of the Buckeye 
Forest Council, said the Allegheny is 
quite capable of managing itself, and 
asked for "just a few areas where life is 
protected ... a reservoir of native plants 
and animals, many of which are miss- 
ing from the landscape." 


Seattle, Washington 

Five activists from Seattle Earth First!, 
the Pacific Crest Biodiversity Project 
and Olympia Earth First! were arrested 
at the University of Washington For- 
est Service Research Facility. 

The women used U-locks to lock their 
necks to an electrical conduit inside 
the Forest Service office. About fifty 
activists with banners and signs showed 
their support outside. Two men occu- 
pied the billboard area above the Forest 
Service building with a huge banner 
reading, "100 Years is Enough! End 
Logging on Public Lands. Earth First!" 

Later that evening, they descended 
upon the Bellevue Art Museum, lo- 
cated in the heart of the American 
capitalist sewer, the Bellevue Mall. 
Upon arriving, the activists were 
"greeted” almost immediately by se- 
curity and the Bellevue police, who 
remained loyal escorts for the rest of 
the evening. Over 30 activists attended 
an event at the museum which in- 
cluded an exhibit on the "wonders of 
plywood" and a panel discussion on 
the future of our forests in the year 
2050. The panel was composed of 
David "the Crook" Crook of Plum 
Creek Timber Company (Checker- 
board fame), Ken "Hide the Clearcuts" 
Conigsnark of Mountains to Sound 
Greenway ( a Boeing project), and a 
Weyerhaeuser representative, who was 
mysteriously lost in a timely traffic 
jam. Hmmmmm... 

Industry Response: 

As a measure of our success, the 
timber industry and their purchased 
politicians scrambled to cobble up a 
response. From Washington, DC, Re- 
publican representative John T. 
Doolittle criticized environmental 
groups: "It is unfortunate that the 
environmental community continues 
to spew misinformation to the media 
rather than addressing the true facts 
about public lands logging," he said. 
"Common sense tells us that taking 
more land out of production means 
less timber will be cut, thereby requir- 
ing less people to cut timber." 

We can only hope, Congressman 
Doolittle. 

An anonymous industry group also 
helpfully prepared a list of counter- 
assertions to the Zero Cutters. Among 
them they claim that only 1 7 miles of 
road were built in the US on Forest 
Service lands in 1996 "from appropri- 
ated funds. " In their exasperation they 
spluttered "The only thing the Sierra 
Club isn't claiming is that logging 
causes cancer in laboratory rats." 

Well, our dedicated researchers are 
hard at work releasing lab rats, so per- 
haps we'll never know. But I, for one, 
believe it. 

For their parting shot, they printed, 
in caps, "RESPONSIBLE ENVIRON- 
MENTAL ORGANIZATIONS SUPPORT 
HARVESTING ON PUBLIC LANDS." 

Here's to irresponsibility, and thanks 
for everyone's help in making June 4 a 
great (first annual?) event! 

Mr. James Barnes is currently working 
on the Zero Cut campaign. He is a Jong- 
time EF.'er and contributor to the Journal. 
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by Francis Eatherington 

A very rare slug, Prophysaon coeruleum 
(the blue-grey tail-dropper), has been 
discovered on at least two timber sales 
in the Bureau of Land Management's 
Roseburg District. This is a "survey 
and manage" species of the Northwest 
Forest Plan. 

The Natural Heritage Network rates 
this slug as "critically imperiled," one 
of the rarest spe- 
cies most in need 
of protection. Ap- 
pendix J2 of the 
Forest Plan says of 
the slug: "Species 
was originally 
widely distrib- 
uted, "but "No lo- 
cations are cur- 
rently known." 

This rare slug, oc- 
curring along 
with a rare lichen 
previously dis- 
covered in the 
Cobble Creek 
timber sale, signi- 
fies an extremely 
unique ecosys- 
tem. These kinds 
of low elevation 
old-growth for- 
ests are quickly 
disappearing, 
making the finding even more unique 
and significant. 

The Cobble Creek timber sale is a 
controversial sale and the site of past 
protests by activists. In 1996, the BLM 
decided to log 110 acres of ancient 
forests on Cobble Knob, one of the last 
old-growth forests in the area, under 
the terms of the Salvage Rider. Protest- 
ers blocked loggers from cutting sample 


trees for the purpose of estimating their 
market value. Soon after, Nephroma 
occultum, a rare lichen, was discovered 
in the tree tops of some of the ancient 
fallen trees. The BLM was forced to 
cancel the auction in order to survey 
and develop a "management" strategy 
for the lichen. Surveys will be con- 
ducted this summer. 

A spur road near where the slug was 
discovered will kill dozens of trees over 


an intermittent creek. Many of these 
trees are five to six feet in diameter. 
One of these trees was cut down to 
"test" its market value. It was 540 years 
old! The BLM claims this road would be 
"temporary," and clearcutting 30' wide 
strips through riparian reserves is legal 
if it is for the purpose of building roads. 
It remains to be seen if the discovery of 
the rare slug in the proposed right-of- 


way will change their plans. 

Incredibly, BLM still wants to auc- 
tion off the Cobble Creek Timber Sale 
later this summer after the lichen sur- 
veys are complete. This sale is "likely 
to adversely affect" the Umpqua cut- 
throat trout, protected under the En- 
dangered Species Act. The National 
Marine Fisheries Service debated for 
over 9 months on the Cobble Creek 
timber sale consultation, but recently 
granted the BLM 
an incidental take 
permit to proceed 
with the sale and 
the reduction of 
endangered salmo- 
nid species popu- 
lations. 

A blue-grey tail- 
dropper slug was 
also spotted in the 
BLM Dream 
Weaver timber 
sale. Dream 
Weaver is a portion 
■§. of the Louis 
I Weaver timber 
f sale. The slug was 
= discovered some- 
| time in 1996. Yet 
f when we requested 
» the sale wildlife in- 
formation in May 
1997, no mention 
of rare slugs was in- 
cluded. We only became aware of this 
important component of the timber 
sale when we received district-wide 
information about the slug on July 5, 
1997. 

The Louis Weaver timber sale will 
clearcut 9 million board feet of old 
growth (1,800 logging trucks). Someof 
this was sold under the Salvage Rider, 
which exempted it from environmen- 



Yes, the blue-grey tail dropper does drop its tail when it's grabbed by a predator. 


Dyskrt Woods 


continued from page 9 

current threat to Dysart Woods. Al- 
though the creation of a buffer zone 
around the preserve in 1 9 70 has halted 
the encroachment of surface mining, 
underground mining, particularly 
longwall mining, may irreversibly 
harm this priceless area. 

Extracting the coal could alter the 
water table in the area and parch the 
soil. Surface disturbances associated 
with underground mining, higher dust 
levels, truck traffic, vibrations in the 
ground, and unnatural water runoff 
could put stress on the vegetation. 

Worse yet, longwall mining causes 
the ground to actually sink or col- 
lapse. This sudden shifting, called sub- 
sidence, could undercut the forest and 
reduce Dysart Woods to a pile of sticks. 

Lest you think the state of Ohio 
would not allow this to happen, think 
again. To my knowledge, the Division 
of Mines and Reclamation has never 
once denied an application to mine 
coal. One application was amended in 


1988. The coal companies maintain 
that they provide most of the jobs in 
the area. In reality they only provide 
4.5 percent of the jobs in Belmont 
County. What they do have is power. 

The coal industry has used their prof- 
its to buy out the politicians. In fact, 
since September 1995, Ohio Valley Coal 
has donated $6,000 to Bob Ney, our 
congressman, and $5,000 to Governor 
Voinovich both of whom have worked 
to weaken the Clean Air Act, reduce 
coal mine taxes, and reduce transpor- 
tation costs for coal. These politicians 
echo the coal company's "jobs pro- 
vided" song. Is it any wonder? If they 
were really concerned about jobs they 
would have been working to bring a 
clean industry to this area. It appears as 
though east central Ohio has been sac- 
rificed to the exploitation of a few rich 
companies with profits sent to distant 
cities. 

In addition, Ohio Valley Coal has 
made large contributions to those who 
sit on Congressional environmental 
regulatory committees. And we won- 


der why so little gets accomplished. In 
fact, one only has to review the direc- 
tion of the campaign contributions of 
this company to predict which area 
will be demolished next. Look out 
Pennsylvania! 

The coal companies are so feared 
here that local attorneys will not de- 
fend a client who has received a 
"SLAPP" suit (a suit designed to keep 
complainers quiet). Some local news- 
papers refuse to print "controversial" 
stories or even publish events that are 
in any way staged against the coal 
company. Every effort is made to ap- 
pease the coal company's continued 
exploitation of the people and the 
land. The fossil fuel business is not 
just toxic, destructive and dirty, it is 
predatory, exploitative and arrogant. 

We are little people going up against 
a giant. We need your help. We have 
no experience; and our people are 
fearful. We need to be able to prove 
that a loss of groundwater causes veg- 
etative stress. We need to convince 
the state of Ohio that natural water is 


tal laws. The remainder to be sold this 
summer is called "Dream Weaver." 

A BLM biologist surveying the area 
wrote a memo to the area manager 
about the rare slug in Dream Weaver 
on January 13, 1997: "I have done 
three days of surveys for this C-3 mol- 
lusk species in Unit 1 of this timber 
sale. No further surveys will be done 
in any sales with completed EAs (Envi- 
ronmental Assessments) as per your 
instructions ... ." But before the biolo- 
gist was apparently told to stop look- 
ing, she had found at least three speci- 
mens of the slug and directed the sale 
planners to buffer the sites with 160 
foot radius no-cut zones. "No harvest- 
ing or yarding will be allowed within 
these buffers." 

This sale is also likely to adversely 
affect the endangered Umpqua cut- 
throat trout, and the purchaser has 
been given an incidental take (kill) 
permit for the fish, as well as for five 
spotted owls. 

The discovery of a rare slug in these 
timber sales is indicative of the rarity 
of the entire ecosystems that Roseburg 
BLM continues to clearcut. What else 
is there we haven't yet looked for, and 
what significance do these mysterious 
creatures have on human habitat? The 
slimy trail of the slug illustrates the 
ugly nature of government sponsored 
industrial forestry; practices that con- 
struct temporary roads that last one 
year and kill 540 year old trees, and 
may just decimate a remnant rare spe- 
cies habitat that will never grow back. 
These are public forests and public 
slugs. Yet public agencies remain com- 
mitted to industrial mining of the 
public's most valuable interests. 

The black and blue tail-kicking Francis 
Eatherington is a rare and often endan- 
gered species out of Roseburg, OR. 


our basic right and not a mineral that 
was separated from our deeds when 
the coal mineral rights were separated 
at the turn of the century. 

An informal hearing is scheduled 
for August 4, 1997. We are trying for a 
delay as we feel access to crucial infor- 
mation has been impeded. Although 
the application was displayed in the 
Belmont County courthouse for the 
prescribed period, the records clerk 
insists on charging a copy service of $ 1 
per page. None of us had the money to 
purchase a 6-inch-thick volume at that 
price so as of this writing we have not 
seen it yet. Write letters to Lisa Morris, 
Chief Division of Mines and Reclama- 
tion at 1855 Fountain Square Court, 
Building H-3 Columbus, Ohio 43224. 
For more information contact Diane 
Burnham at (614)926-9260 or Lisa 
Helms at (614)425-1470;email 
rockroll@lst.net . 

Diane Bumam is a U.C. graduate who 
has lived on a tree farm in Ohio for 3 
years. 


August-September 1997 Earth First! Page 27 



Dear EF! friends 

About a year ago in your Shit 
for Brains page, you printed a 
letter from a Death Row inmate, 
who was wanting someone to 
write him. Anyway, I responded 
(I was the only one who did), and 
I must tell you what an enjoyable 
friendship I have with him, via 
correspondence, for the past year. 
He has been on death row in 
Florida for the past 14 years, and 
his time is up. I believe, some- 
time later this year. He is very 
remorseful of the folly of his 
youth and is ready to accept his 
fate in the electric chair. Some of 
his friends on the "Row", have 
gone mad from years of solitary 
confinement, and they bang their 
heads on the walls all the time 
and scream horribly. 

I send him an EF! Journal regu- 
larly (it's one of the few things 
he's allowed) and my letters to 
him, from the "outside", keep 
him informed of the world out- 
side, and keep him from going 
insane. He is very, very grateful 
for all this, since people like him 
are shunned by their families, 
and miss their children very 
much. 

While we other people come 
and go whenever we feel like it 
and take for granted all our free- 
doms, we don't realize how short 
life is, and be grateful for every 
blessed day we see a sunrise or a 
sunset or the smell of fresh morn- 
ing air everyday. The thought of 
"frying" in the chair is too much 
for some of these inmates to 
handle everyday, and they go 
crazy. They're already dead be- 
fore they make it to the chair, 
mentally and emotionally, like 
zombies 

Thank you for having printed 
this man's letter on your letters 
page a year ago. It has been an 
eye-opening experience for me, 
and a life changing one as well. I 
never did ask him what he "did" 
to end up on Death Row years 


and years ago, and I don't want 
to know. We just talk about to- 
day and yesterday. Talking about 
the future is too painful for them. 

I just thought that you would 
like to know. Thank you! 

Sincerely 

— NAME WITHHELD 

Dear Earth First!, 

* * * U R G E N T 
WARNING***URGENT 
WARNING***URGENT WARN- 
ING*** 

TO ANY EARTH FIRSTJERS 
WHO MAY BE PASSING 
THROUGH BOISE, IDAHO THIS 
SUMMER: DO NOT, I REPEAT 
DO NOT DRINK THE LATTES 
SOLD AT THE FLYING M 
ESPRESSO AT 500 WEST IDAHO 
STREET, BOISE. 

We have been researching pos- 
sible causes of peculiar behavior 
by employees of Idaho's richest 
environmental group, The Idaho 
Conservation League, and while 
data so far is inconclusive we 
have identified a possible source 
of this behavior to be something 
in the lattes sold at the Flying M 
(an otherwise respectable estab- 
lishment) just down the street 
from ICL's offices. 

As many of you know, ICL 
has loudly proclaimed its en- 
dorsement of Senator 
Kempthorne's ESA bill. We have 
been wholly unable to explain 
this circumstance outside the 
possibility that ICL employees 
are somehow being poisoned, 
and our research shows that one 
thing they all share is a deep 
fondness for lattes. 

Some have suggested that it is 
not the lattes at all, that the real 
reason ICL supports this devas- 
tating legislation is that 
Kempthorne has promised 
them protection for their cher- 
ished Boulder-White Clouds 
proposed wilderness area. How- 
ever, we reject this 
as mere paranoid 
conspiracy theo- 
rizing. After all, 
what environmen- 
tal group would 
sell off the world's 
black footed fer- 
rets, red cockaded 
woodpeckers, and 
Chinook salmon 
for the sake of their 
own one favorite 
backcountry re- 
treat? Such a thing 
would require a 
wise-use group, 
not an environ- 
mental group! We 
therefore suspect 
it's something in 
the lattes. 

Has to be. 

You may contact 
Flying M Espresso 
at (208) 345-4320. 

With Deep Con- 
cern, 

— Tuber & Family, 
Idaho 

Dear EF! Journal, 
Ever get a little 
paranoid wonder- 
ing why some folks 
insist, so consis- 


tently, on useless tactics instead 
of challenging, creative ones? 

At the June 1 fracas in down- 
town Eugene over the cutting 
of trees, the local EF!ers did their 
usual passive "resistance" by sit- 
ting in some of the trees until 
(rather quickly) removed. Like 
a masochistic character on a 
cross, the last protester was 
brought down following 
screams of anguish for his safety. 
Then the patented vigil outside 
the jail took place, according to 
a well-known script. At a demo 
later in the week EF! was fine 
with the obnoxious peace cops, 
always on hand to neuter any 
gathering and serve their uni- 
formed friends. 

What do these tactics achieve? 
Please, no help from the others 
or from consulting the decades 
of "militant" impotence. 

At the site of the tree-cutting 
a huge sign proclaimed the com- 
pany profiting thereby. Other 
objects by this outfit are under- 
way, the location of its office 
and the address of its owner 
similarly accessible... 

Why then, over and over, only 
the same old symbolic waltz that 
threatens nothing and puts no 
heat whatsoever on the public 
directly responsible for the de- 
struction? The tired political ral- 
lies in approved public spaces 
against politicians are likewise 
demonstrably toothless and in- 
effective. 

"No compromise in the de- 
fense of Mother Earth"?? That 
should read, "Only compromise 
and playing by the rules is al- 
lowed". 

— Barry Bondhus 

Masochistic character replies: 

We climbed trees in downtown 
Eugene to make a statement about 
the destruction of some trees in a 
once beautiful part of town. The 
police, under the watchful eye of 
the mayor, responded with pepper 
mace. They soaked me with nearly 
twenty cans of pepper mace on my 
face, neck and genitals, beat me 
with their fists, contorted my body 
and tortured me until I let go of 
that tree. “Screams of anguish for 
[my] safety" did notbringme down 
from the tree. The police trying to 
pull me off the tree by my head and 
by yanking my waist with the 
firetruck is what brought me out of 
that tree. 

Our only plan was for the city to 
hold off on the cutting until the 
city council meeting on the next 
night. We believed that if the city 
just waited for two days and had a 
hearing with considerable public 
input, then they might alter their 
plans and leave some of the trees. 
It was a simple plan, maybe a bit 
idealistic and naive, but we never 
expected to be tortured over it. 

The achievements from this ac- 
tion reached farther than our wild- 
est dreams. Sure, we lost those 
city trees, but we woke up a sleep- 
ing dragon of civil resentment. 
The issues surrounding the devel- 
opment and the police's response 
to peaceful protest were on the 
front page of the local paper for a 
full month afterwards. We now 
have a police review commission 
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Dear SFB, 

Now that I've taken the 
time to dis Anne Archy in pub- 
lic: perhaps I should take the 
time to apologize publicly as 
well. We talked it over briefly. 
I'm not yet convinced that she 
understands the horrid ambiva- 
lence of the situation, and un- 
der which I inevitably had to 
operate. But then, after the fron- 
tal assault, I'm not holding my 
breath for understanding. 

Now that I've got Anne's at- 
tention, I would like the I-hate- 
Anne club to take note as well: 
if this conflict is not resolved in 
some sane and open way, then 
I will be on your collective trail 
in my own insane and open 
way. Please be certain tat you 
are all eminently dis-able. And 
you need not protest that I 
should be open to such attack 
myself. Perish the thought; it's 
only fair. 

— Matthew Haun 


with real, non-compromising ac- 
tivists on it. We now have an 
atmosphere which has made the 
Eugene Police afraid to even talk 
to the "independent" review 
board. We have a recall cam- 
paign for the county district attor- 
ney and soon one for the mayor. 
The city is now afraid to cut a 
single tree without bending over 
backwards to get citizens' input. 

None of this would have hap- 
pened without us "playing by the 
rules . " None of this would have 
happened if we would have "fucked 
shit up" or attacked "the location 
of its office and the address of its 
owner..." (that seems to be what 
you are suggesting). 

-IF 


Dear EF! 

I've just received my first EF! 
Journal yesterday. I enjoyed 
reading it at breaks during class 
today. There's so much to read 
about. 

I live in The Woodlands, Tx. 
(about 30 minutes north of Hous- 
ton) . I don't know why they call 
it "The Woodlands" because 
about every month or so I'll see 
construction workers clearing 
land full of pine trees to build 
more homes. I abhor the sight/ 
sound/and smell of the bulldoz- 
ers choppen and clearing more 
land. Last summer they built a 
road right behind my house. The 
people that were showing us the 
house B-4 we moved in told us 
they wouldn't build a road there. 
There was already a gravel road 
there for construction workers 
to go through. All I hear at night 
are sirens and huge trucks with 
loud motors driving behind my 
house. We use to have rabbits 
come into our back yard, but 
ever since the road was built I 
haven't seen one. There's also a 
lot of road kill of skunks, rac- 
coons, opossums, squirrels, and 
deer. People will say "get off the 
road you stupid animal! what 
are you doing in human terri- 
tory?!" If they had any brains 
they would remember that we 
invaded their home and a terri- 
tory of animals, and I haven't 
heard of, or seen in the area 
newspaper, any organization 
that wants to control this mas- 
sive clearing. Soon they will have 
to call it "The Raped Woodlands, 
Tx." 

I have a question, do you all 
make backpacks? If you do 
manufacture them, I’d buy one 
because I want to flash your slo- 
gan at my high school next year. 
Tell me how much and I'll send 
a check for it. 

Sincerely, 

— Beth Baker 


Dear Shit for brains 

I have a bone to pick and I 
thought the whole world should 
know. It's about the conditions 
I am forced to live in. I have to 
look at this really ugly blue 
house all day (and when 1 say all 
day, I mean all day-they keep 
me here until 4 a.m.!) I like the 
old Journal house better. There 
I got to play all day and chew up 
lots of stuff. At this thing called 
the new Journal house . I am tied 
up all day (and night) to a fence 
with nothing but rags as toys. 
Oh and you should see what 
these humans do in my water 
dish! They call it a "baby pool," 
all I know is that they put their 
dirty bodies in it and it turns 
the water gray. I am writing to 
you all hoping someone can do 
something. Can't you all liber- 
ate me or something? 

Please help, 

— CuSith (Kooshee) 



The Direct Action Manual 


BOOK REVIEW BY ROD CORONADO 

Years from now our grandchildren will ask us 
what we did to prevent the destruction of planet 
Earth. The Earth First! Direct Action Manual is your 
ticket out of a shameful response. In what will 
hopefully become required reading for our growing 
movement, the Manual allows you to focus your 
anger and rage at what is being done to our Earth 
Mother and transform it into peaceful, nonviolent 
direct action that gets results. Within its pages you 
will find all you need to know to begin your own 
battle to defend Earth and animals when playing by 
the rules fails. 

The Manual covers a wide range of topics, all of 
equal importance. From the principles of nonvio- 
lence, consensus organizing and subsequent self- 
empowerment, to a simple yet concise explanation 
of what you can expect from the legal system should 
you be arrested for any of the described tactics and 
strategies. From tree sits, tripods, lock boxes and 
dragons to road, rail and ship blockades, the Manual 
provides many alternatives that will help you halt 
"progress" into North America's last wild places. 
The Manual provides invaluable information and 
instruction on courses of action we should consider 
our generation's greatest obligation. 

This book does not assist you in any action that 
could land you hard time in prison (act fast before 
it does!). Most of the actions it details should cost 
you nothing more than a misdemeanor conviction 
and maybe an overnight stay in a county jail. 
[Editors note: Actually, some crimes described in the 
Manual are felonies, and even for the misdemeanors 
folks have spent a month in the hole — don't get caught, 
until you want to be.) Not a lot to ask for from future 
generations of all life. The contributors to the 


manual are tried-and-true eco-warriors, and 
whether your cause is environmental, animal, so- 
cial justice, indigenous sovereignty or any other, 
this book has much to offer those striving to slow 
the invader's death march across our lands. The 
Manual will take you on a step-by-step checklist 
and easy to follow guide on how to carry 
out your own grassroots direct ac- 
tion. It also provides basic infor- 
mation on personal security 
and how to respond to At 

law enforcement ques- 
tioning, interrogation Bp, ‘ f, - 
and intimidation that ’ 

every activist should A 

read. Utilizing the 
Manual, you will learn how mB 

to reconnoiter a target, be it urban ■ I V ■ 
or backwoods, and how to con- JB J 1 
struct the necessary equipment A 

to launch the ultimate blockade • 

or occupation. Also included in this handy little 
book is a first-aid section that can be applied to all 
forms of ecodefense. 

The Manual will help you identify potentially 
violent situations and how best to avoid or deal with 
them. The repetitive message is to be prepared. The 
nonviolent eco-warrior is often placed in a vulner- 
able position where serious injury or even death is 
a possibility. This is not a game. Fighting for peace 
and justice, defending Earth and animals is our 
serious attempt to bring an end to the war being 
waged against us and our planet. It is a war that 
claims lives everyday. Only with the kind of com- 
mon sense and organization that the Manual teaches 
can we hopefully avoid it claiming our own. Our 
calling is to place ourselves between threats of 


destruction and all we love. The Manual is the basic 
training guide to ensure that we do this with maxi- 
mum effect and minimum threat of physical injury. 

Whether for a week, a season or a 
lifetime, choose a course of action 
suggested in this book and register 
your vote for a living planet. Here it all 
is, in one simple book. The only other 
h! 'yj thing you will need is a little hardware 
and a whole lot of heart. For each day that 
we rationalize inaction, another grove of old 
T growth forest falls, another salmon run dies 
and another Earth culture disappears. With this 
f book in hand gather your warriors, your friends, 
family, co-workers, lovers, neighbors, community 
members and take the battle for the Earth out of 
their playing field and into ours. You are the last 
line of defense for what little remains of ancient 
wilderness and the children of Earth. Put away 
your 3-piece suit, switch off your computer and 
take a stand your children will thank you for. There 
is nothing more satisfying than hearing the Earth 
rapist's machinery grinding down as it is forced to 
a standstill by brave warriors who will carry the 
ideas in the Manual into reality. Read it, use it and 
live it well. 

This book will lead you to the threshold that we all 
must strive towards — where we must place our lives 
on the line to defend the one planet we all call 
home. These tactics and strategies will bring you 
closer to the Circle of Life where the Earth Mother 
can nurture, protect and empower you with all her 
strength. The Manual deserves a place in your pack 
with Ecodefense and The Final Nail and hopefully 
will be one of an eco-warriors handiest resources in 
our struggle to keep the Earth always first. Buy this 
book, get out there and just do it! 


Just Released • Order Now - Here’s How * Just Released • Order Now • Here’s How 


Earth 



First! 


Direct Action 
Manual 



First Edition 


The Earth First! Direct Action Manual is the antidote for despair! Over 150 
pages of action-packed information on nonviolent tactics, techniques and 
devices used by activists to defend the Earth from corporate scumbags and 
lawless governments. Check out what it’s got! 

DISCONTENTS 

N ON VIOLENCE • LEGAL DEFENSE • SECURITY • SCOUTING • BACKWOODS / 
Backcountry Action *U-Locks* Cobra Link Motorcycle Locks Chains 

and Heavy Duty Cables* 

“Dragon" Lock Boxes and Bracelets* 

f AS .. -"tr -< ■?=* Barrels *Batmobiles* Sleeping 

ijFvjj j'At - Dragons* Rail Blockades* 

1M f t ' — Tripods* Bipods* Mono Poles* 

' ' \ Canttlevers* Tree Sits ‘Knots* 

” T Internets • Road Occupations/Free 

- States • Helicopter Blockades • Ship 

■ -'J J — Blockades* Cat and Mouse* Critical Mass 

i i(t - _ — i — Bike Rides* Hunt Sabotage* Mass Actions* 

.. wict Yarning* Debris* Road Rip* Trucker Fuckers* Hot 

Rocks*Gate Closures*Door Closures ‘Manure Dumps* Puke-Ins* 
Sawdust Deliveries ‘Contacts ‘Movement History ‘Campaign Biogra- 
phies from the US, Australia, UK and Canada! 


Energize your campaign with this detailed 
and heavily illustrated “idiots guide” to the 
strongest blockading tactics known— tactics 
activists all over the world have proven 
successful when the law fails you... and it will! 


IP 


"Years from now our grandchildren will ask us what we did to prevent the 
destruction of planet Earth. The Earth First! Direct Action Manual is your 
ticket out of a shameful reponse. The Manual deserves a place in your pack 
with Ecodefense and The Final Nail... It will hopefully become required 
reading for our growing movement..." 

— Rodney Coronado 


For postpaid copies send S5— $5,000 sliding scale donation to: 

DAM Collective, c o S\YEF! PO Box 10384, Eugene. OR 97440 USA; 
(541 ) 343-7305; e-mail: swef! <"efn.org 


Uncompromising Nonviolent Resistance 
in Defense of Mother Earth! 





Announcements 


Headwaters Forest Action Events 
Coming to a Town Near You! 

Bay Area Action Training Camp 

This is your invitation to share your skills and strategies as an activist and 
defender of Mother Earth at a beautiful East Bay hills action camp August 29 to 
September 1. Workshop topics range from nonviolence and tree climbing to 
deep woods action planning and copwatching. This camp will focus energy on 
preparing for a hard-hitting direct action campaign for the Headwaters this fall. 
A $15 donation is encouraged to help cover camping and food costs for the 
weekend. Call (510) 658-1430 for info and to register. 

The Great Riff-Raff Fossil Fuels Free Bike Adventure — 

"The Revolution Will Not Be Motorized!" 

On August 17 (or so...) at least a dozen tree defenders will be departing on 
bicycle from Eugene, Oregon, riding via the coast route, down to Northern 
California to arrive at the Headwaters base camp in early September. There is 
also a Northbound ride from the San Francisco Bay Area being organized. Along 
the way, activists will be educating people about forest issues and demonstrat- 
ing that freeing ourselves from the car addiction can be fun! 

California Headwaters Defense Roadshow 

An auto-dependent road show is also planned for the last two weeks of August 
with a brand new front lines video from the fall '96 campaign, a radical direct 
action slide show and cool eco- folk tunes. Check for it hitting Sonoma, CA from 
August 18-22, the Bay Area from 22-25, then L.A. and San Diego and back to the 
Bay in time for the Bay Area Headwaters Action Training Camp on labor day 
weekend (29-1). 

Call Dave (541) 302-5020 or (707) 573-5976 for bike ride and roadshow info 
and location updates. 

,SAVE HEADWATERS FOREST! 


John Seed “Council of All Beings” 
Workshops and Roadshow Tour 


John Seed, author of Think Like a Mountain and originator of the Council of 
All Beings, will be in the United States for a limited fall tour. The tour is a 
combination of the Council at some dates and a roadshow performance at other 
dates. The Council of All Beings workshops is "a unique series of re-Earthing 
rituals to help end the sense of alienation from the Earth that most of us feel." 
The roadshow performances will include a slideshow about the rainforests, 
music by John and Aussie eco-bard Neil Pike, as well as various local environ- 
mental musicians and raps about grassroots issues by local speakers. 

All proceeds from the workshops and the performances will go to help fund 
Rainforest Information Centre conservation projects. John and Neil are paying 
all their own travel and other expenses. 


AUGUST 

8-16 Institute for Deep Ecology Summer School, NHifc 
15-21 "Earth Story," MA 
22-24 Petersham, MA, Council of All Beings 
29-31 Oxford, MI, Council of All Beings' ||p| 
SEPTEMBER 
4 

5-7 
12-14 
15-19 
19-21 
26-28 
29 


m 


Los Angeles, CA, Roadshow // 

Los Angeles, CA, Council of All Beings 
Esalen, CA, Council of All Beings 
Esalen, CA, Teacher in Residence 
"Practicing Ecological Interdependence" with Ralph Metzner, 
San Francisco, CA, Council of All Beings * ? 

San Francisco, CA, Roadshow organised by RAN 



W / 




OCTOBER 

1 Willits, CA, Star in the Well Speakl|S€fte| 

3-5 Willits, CA, Council of All Beings 

8 Areata, CA, Roadshow 

10-12 Ashland, OR, Council of All Beings 

13 Eugene, OR, Roadshow with Dana Lyons and Joaiine Rand 

14 Breitenbush, OR, Roadshow 

16 Whidbey Island, WA, Roadshow 

17-19 Whidbey Island, WA, Council of All Beings 

24-26 Toronto, ON, Keynote speech, Holistic Education Conference 


For more information contact the Rainforest Information Centre at POB 368, 
Lismore, NSW 2480, Australia; phone (066) 21 85 05; e-mail: jseed@peg.apc.org; 
http://forests.org/ric/. 



Earth First! Midwest 
Regional Rendezvous 

September 26-29 

Howdy, y'all! Come on down to the 
Shawnee Forest in Southern Illinois 
fer a weekend chock full o' workshops, 
singin', dancin' and a chance to do 
something good fer yer Mother! 

If ya can sing a tune, pick a banjo or 
would like to lead a workshop, give us 
a holler in advance. 

For more info and directions to the 
site, call (618) 549-7387; e-mail: 
beanz@siu.edu. 


2nd Annual 
Boise Eco Fair 

The Northern Rockies Preservation 
Project (NRPP) would like to invite 
everyone to participate in the 2nd an- 
nual Boise Eco Fair. This all day event 
focuses on Sustainable Community and 
will feature the great music of Jim Page, 
Timothy Hull and other musicians as 
well as food, art, community and activ- 
ist groups, speakers and work shops. 
Contact NRPP at POB 625, Boise, ID 
83701; (208) 345-8077. NRPP is orga- 
nizing help with housing and other 
needs. See you at the Eco Fair! 


IN DEFENSE OF FOREST DEFENDERS 


Attention Forest Activists! Ancient Forest Legal Defense Fund is putting 
together a legal handbook for forest activists and those interested in free speech 
rights associated with protesting forest destruction. We would like your input 
in shaping the book. Tentatively planned to be titled "In Defense of Forest 
Defenders: Legal Aspects of Forest Activism", the book is intended to be a 
practical reference for each stage of the legal process, from the arrest through 
the trial. It will cover the basics of free speech as related to forest activism, 
defenses to trespass and disorderly conduct, a review of the case law, sample 
motions and grounds for civil suits. Many activists have extensive experience 
with the legal system, and we would appreciate your insights. Some of you may 
have questions the book could address. 

Please send us your ideas, questions, inspiration, comments, stories, photos 
and donations to help us help the forest activists! Ancient Forest Legal Defense 
Fund, POB 1306 Philomath, OR 97370; 

(541) 929-4655; 
pioneer.net. 


e-mail: afldf@ 


Subscribe to the 
Earth First! Journal 



CONCERNED^/ 
SINGLES ~ 
NEWSLETTER 


links compatible, 
socially conscious 
singles who care 
about the earth, 
the environment, 
and a healthy society. 

Nationwide • All ages • Since 1984 

Free Sample: Write Box 444-EF, 
Lenox Dale, M A 01 242; 
call (413) 445-6309; 

or browse http://www.concemedsingles.com 




Paper Company 

American-NUlled 
Tree-Free Papers 

Quality {taper frroducts made 
with environmental integrity. 
Living Tree Pa{ter Company 
supports the use of alternatives to 
wood for pulp ai\d pa{>er. Our 
products show that earth friendly 
paper can be elegant and archival. 


• hemp • esparto grass • bamboo • 
• agricultural by-products • 

• post-consumer recycled fibers 


1430 Willamette Sheet, Suite 367 • Eugene, OR 97401 
email: taIkeavesT?'igc.apc.org • Fax (541) 687-7744 

A * 1 -800-309-2974 • (54 1 ) 342-2974 
Call on Write for a Free catalog! 
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JUST DO IT. 
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WILD ROCKIES WEEK 

August 11-17, 1997 

Comstock Mine - outside Dixie, Idaho 

The heart of the Big Wild is under attack. The forces of darkness strike deep into 
the wilderness. The chainsaws buzz; the feller-buncher growls; the timber beast 
rears its ugly head. Once again, the industrial machine besieges Cove/Mallard. 
But wait. In the distance, a howl rises over the land. Coyote grins. The warriors 
of the Earth take up the flag of resistance. The battle has again been joined. 

The Cove/Mallard Resistance invites you to join us for Wild Rockies Week. A 
time to come together and learn about the Big Wild, the land and its struggle 
to survive. It will be a time to share skills, stories and songs. It will be a time to 
renew your commitment to defend the Last Big Wild. 

Please join us for workshops, hikes, campfires, poetry and songs. Support the 
defenders of the Big Wild and learn what you can do to help stop the Cove/ 
Mallard timber sales. Contact the Cove/Mallard Coalition at POB 8968 Mos- 
cow, ID 83843; (208) 882-9755; e-mail: cove@moscow.com. 


Shasta 
Bioregional 
Gathering 5 


1997 National 
Greens 
Gathering 


You are enthusiastically invited to 
attend and participate in the fifth an- 
nual Shasta Bioregional Gathering. It 
will be held September 4-7, 1997, at the 
profoundly beautiful Patrick's Point 
State Park near Eureka, California. 

"Restoring Watersheds, Communi- 
ties & Ourselves" is this year's theme. 
Come and experience this unique 
event that combines relearning older 
traditions with discovering new ap- 
proaches encompassing everything 
from public issues and wilderness ap- 
preciation to food and art. 

For registration info contact Planet 
Drum/SBG 5, POB 31251, San Fran- 
cisco, CA 94 1 3 1 , Shasta Bioregion (415) 
285-6556; e-mail: planetdrum@ 
igc.apc.org. 


The Caretaker Gazette is a unique 
newsletter containing job openings, 
advice & information for property 
caretakers, housesitters & landowners 
Published since 1983, each issue has 
80+ property caretaking job oppor- 
tunities, worldwide.Property caretak- 
ers enjoy rent-free living in desirable 
locations.Only$l 5/half yr, or$24 / yr. 
Source f 0rCv ^ 



The Caretaker Gazette, 1 845 Deane- 
EF, Pullman WA 99163.Credit card 
orders, please call: (509) 332-0806. 


The 1997 National Gathering of 
the Greens/Green Party USA is com- 
ing to Lawrence, Massachusetts Au- 
gust 27 to September 1 . The theme of 
this tenth national gathering is 
"Green Unity & Progressive Solidar- 
ity." Green activists and invited 
speakers from environmental, eco- 
nomic and social justice movements 
around the US and abroad will be in 
attendance. 

Registration fees for the gathering 
are $ 1 50 for all meals, basic accommo- 
dations and events during the six-day 
gathering. Discounts are available for 
early registrants and those needing 
financial assistance. For more infor- 
mation, call (508) 688-3569; e-mail: 
lgi@igc.apc.org. 


Fund for Wild Nature 

A turn-profit, tax-exempt foundation which funds 
research, education and literature projects. 
Funding proposals and donations can be sent to: 

POB 1657, Corvallis, OR 97339 


Multi-Pure 

Drinking Water Systems 

Certified to effectively remove over 70 
contaminants, including lead, chlorine, giardia. 
Cryptosporidium, asbestos, volatile organic 
compounds, pesticides, and trihalomethanes. 

4 Suzanne Pardee 

1-800-359-5624 A 

POB 60271 Seattle WA 98160 W 

25 Year Warranty Money Back Guarantee 


PLUG DIN DAY 

Who: Everyone in the US with access to electricity. (Anyone is encouraged to 
participate and to organize a Plug It In! day in other countries. 

Turn it on!) 

Why: To blackout power across the country by 
empowering the citizens to believe they can 
make an impact, to show the government 
and the industrial state that the people 
have the power! 

What: A national day of lounge-chair 
activism using household appliances to 
shutdown the entire power grid of the 
United States 

When: The average hottest moment 
of the year, the 15th of August, 1997, 
at 3 pm PST 

Where: Everytown, USA 
Slogans: “Power to the People!,’’ 

“Empower the People!,” "The People 
Have the Power!” and “Tune In, Turn 
On and Topple the Power Tower!” 



INTERNATIONAL 

DAY OF ACTION 

AGAINST PEABODY COAL CO. 

—EARLY OCTOBERish— 

Join with activists in North America, Europe and Australia to hit Peabody Coal 
Co, Lord Hanson and his subsidiaries wherever they lurk in a worldwide day of 
action against the British corporate, colonial destroyer of Black Mesa/Big 
Mountain, Arizona, USA 

For further info rmation/updates contact: North America: Turtle (520) 623- 
5252; e-mail: tortuga@sw-center.org. European and Australian contacts to 
come soon... For now you can snail mail Jason Marshall at: 67 A Shore Road, 
Innellan, Argyll, PA23 7TR, Scotland, Great Britain. 

P.S. This call is most certainly not encouraging anyone to break any law of any 
state or to destroy property, occupy sites, delete files, barricade, banner, paint, 
reclaim, redistribute, cause general havoc and disruption or anything like that... 
if you get the drift. 

Forest Action Network Wants You! 

Help stop the "War in the Woods!" FAN is bringing the Great Bear Rainforest 
Campaign to the streets of Vancouver for the month of August with plans to stir 
it up! We're looking for a few (actually a lot of!) dedicated, kick-ass activists to 
let people know we mean business about saving BC's forests. We have ideas for 
everything from demos and rallies to fundraising, but we need more (especially 
on fundraising!). More than anything, we need your minds, bodies and souls 
to pull it all off! Contact Dayna or Dan in Bella Coola to help out in any capacity 
(250) 799-5800. After August 1 call (250) 739-ISTA. Money, places to stay, 
vehicles and people, people, people are all needed now! 

Bioneers Conference: 

Visionary Solutions for Restoring the Earth 

Since 1990, The Bioneers Conference has brought together leading scientific 
and social visionaries with practical solutions for restoring the earth. Restoring 
the earth is destined to become a central enterprise of the years ahead, and 
leading the effort is a growing movement of "bioneers," biological pioneers 
who are using nature to heal nature. The Conference will be held October 31 
to November 2 at the Presidio in San Francisco, California. Topics include: 
Genetic Engineering, Corporate Power, Eco-Activism, Environmental Justice, 
Permaculture, Eco-Psychology, and Youth and Environment among many 
others. For registration information and scholarships, call (505) 986-0366; e- 
mail: chris@aol.com. 


The Endangered Species Act Petition, well- 
received in San Francisco and Marin Coun- 
ties, NEEDS SPONSORS AND PETITIONERS NATIONWIDE 
TO COUNTER THE ESA's POLITICAL FOES, INCLUDING 

President Clinton. Sponsors are needed for 

START-UP AND CONTINUING OPERATING EXPENSES. 

Petitioners are needed to circulate the peti- 
tion AND FOR NOW TO COLLECT DONATIONS TO 
SUPPORT THEIR WORK. FOR MORE INFORMATION, 

write to: Marin Earth First!, P.O. Box 705, 
Mill Valley, CA 94941 


Culture and Animals Foundation 
12th Annual 

Compassionate Living Festival 
September 26-28 Raleigh, NC 

Featuring: T. Colin Campbell, Pat Darby, Chris DeRuso, 

Jeffrey Masson, and Rachel Rosenthal. 

Plus other exciting presentations on Animal Issues, Vegan Meals 

For more information write or call: 

Tom Regan 

Culture and Animals Foundation 
3509 Eden Croft Drive, Raleigh, NC 27612 
(919) 782-3739 
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CLEAR AS CUT GLASS... 
...AND JUST AS DANGEROUS 

Falling 

off— 


HAVING A 
PLUTONIUM PARTY 


GARDENS OF EVIL 


DOC r DOC WHAT CITS OVER ME? 


You see. Doc, for months I can be almost normal 

Plant my garden then go for a run 

Play sports with the neighborhood kids 

Take 'em camping and swimming— have lots of fun! 


But then doc, when I see the clearcut forests 
When I witness the slaughter when I'm out to sea 
When I see all the logs being shipped away 
Something just sort of takes controLof me 


Then Doc Doc I don't know what happens 
But I swear it's not my fault! 

I just can't take it no more — I can't 
1 feel I gotta bring it to a grinding halt 


I WANT TO SINK EVERY LAST GODDAMNED WHALER AND DRIFTNETTER, DOC! 
WRECK ALL THOSE LOG-EXPORTING AND CHIP MILL SHIPS TOO! 

BASH EVERY TOXIC DUMPING SHIP TO THE BOTTOM DOC! 

I DO I DO I DOOOOOOO! 


I WANT TO FUCK UP THEIR MACHINES WORSE THAN THEY'RE FUCKING UP THE OCEANS! 
MAKE THEM PAY THRU THEIR POCKETS FOR THE CRIMES THAT THEY COMMIT! 

AND I JUST CAN'T STOP MYSELF DOC— I CAN'T! 

I WON'T QUIT I WON'T QUIT I WON'T QUIT! 


NO DOC, I WON'T SIT DOWN! 

YOU'RE THE ONE THAT'S NUTS, NOT ME! 

AND DOC, DON'T YOU TRY TO STOP ME! 

CAUSE I'M OUT THE DOOR AFTER ANOTHER ONE TOO! 


Electronic spasms of the computer 
excrete illuminated numbers on the big 
board, holding investors entranced, 
serious players in money's game. 


A tree falls in the Amazon to make 
room for cattle; a peon's beanfield 
turned to pasture for nickel cheaper 
hamburgers under golden arches. 


Somnambulent shoppers wander through malls, 
gardens of consumption needful of 
middlemen between the gashed strip mines 
and the landfills of poison. 


Shoppers warding off subliminal messages 
borne on winds from the south, of forests 
razed and peasants killed by death squads, 
pockets heavy with corporate cash. 


For those who know the equations of the 
accountancy of death, each jump in board 
numbers is a fortune made from empty bellies 
and more goods sold in gardens of evil. 

— Sid Bridges 


that flake gave way 
and the protection 
is 

popping 
ding, ding, ding 
your back and groin 
numb from the 
catch and snap 
down 

ankles and shoulders 
pounding against 
the face 
lost in the rush 
of 

shout: 

Falling! 

— Christopher Crossen 


DOC! DOC! WHAT GIT'S OVER ME? 
Sometimes I just get all out of control 
I think I need help doc 
I think I do — I do — I do 


Then doc, doc, I go into a complete rage 
Their destruction just drives me over the brink! 

Doc doc — it's at this point — that I just want to SINK ! 


SINK! 


SINK! 


Armed with Visions 


AND DOC, 

I'm gonna sink this one for you ! 


flat out on the patio 

that's a toxic notion 

haul along some samples of your 

tank treads St a hawk to pluck up 

leftovers.. .sure, the oily 

stench of slugsummer might 

be gauntish good but I prophesy that 

everydweeb will eventually slouch out 

licking sulfur stains 

off their lips as they 

club away 

hordes of 

fatted gnats 

from your "feast of 

too many wrong turns" 

— Jim DeWitt 

Send poetry to: 

Warrior Poets Society 
ASUC Box 361 
Berkeley, CA 94720-4510 



SUUK 

MANITU 

TANKA 

Looking into my dreams 
Searching deep into my soul 
Following its shadow 
Listening for that distant howl 
Fighting for your future 
Member of your pack 
Spirit brother! 

— Jason K. 


— Dwight Worker 
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Earth First! Trinkets and Snake Oil 


Send for a FREE copy of our 

COMPLETE MERCHANDISE CATALOG! 


BOOKS 

Anarchist Farm 

By Jane Doe. Fiction, 192 pages — $10 

The Big Outside 
A Descriptive Inventory of the Big 
Wilderness areas of the United States 

By Dave Foreman & Howie Wolke. Maps, list of areas 
by size and state, 490 pages — $17 

Desert Solitaire 

A Season in the Wilderness 

By Edward Abbey. Nonfiction, 295 pages— $6 

Earth First! Songbook 

77 songs/33 artists/guitar chords/info — $10 

ECODEFENSE: 

A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching 

By Dave Foreman and Bill Haywood. Extensively 
revised, expanded third edition. Ned Ludd Books 
350 pages — $18 

Ecological Resistance Movements: 
The Global Emergence of Radical and 
Popular Environmentalism 

Edited by Bron Taylor. 422 pages— $20 

The End of Nature 

By Bill McKibben. 226 pages — $12 

Green Rage 

Radical Environmentalism and the 
Unmaking of Civilization 

By Christopher Manes. Index, bibliography and foot- 
notes, 291 pages — $15 

Grizzly Years 

In Search of the American Wilderness 

By Doug Peacock. Photos, trade paperback, 375 pages — $13 

The Monkeywrench Gang 

By Edward Abbey. Fiction, 387 pages — $7 

Refuge 

An Unnatural History of Family and Place 

By Terry Tempest Williams. Bird species list, 304 pages— $12 

A Sand County Almanac 


JEWELRY 

Inch-long, highly detailed silver monkeywrenches 
made by a movement artist who melts down 
silverware she liberates from the CEOs of multi- 
national corporations. Very stylish. 

• Dangle earring — $12 each 

• Post earring — $10 each 

• Lapel pin/tie tack — $10 

• Pendant on silver chain — $15 

T-SHIRTS 

(All t-shirts are 1 00% cotton and available in medium, 
large and extra large. For XXL add an additional $3.) 

ARM 8c WRENCH (now in stock!) 

•NEW* Multi-color on Yellow/Gold — $15 

Earth First! Fist 

Green on Unbleached — $1 2 
Black on Kelly Green — $12 
Multi-color on Forest Green — $15 
Multi-color on Black — $15 
•NEW* Green with White on Black — $12 

Earth First! Tools 

Black on Unbleached — $12 

No Fucking Compromise 

White on Black— $12 

Eagle 

•NEW* Black on Unbleached — $12 

A Higher Law: 

Unbroken Wilderness Forever 

Multi-color on Unbleached — $12 

Visualize Direct Action 

Black and White on Unbleached — $12 


BUMPER- 

STICKERS 

All bumperstickers $1.00 
unless otherwise indicated 

NEW! *END CORPORATE DOMINANCE 
NEW! •I’M POLLUTING THE PLANET 
NEW! ‘MONKEYWRENCH THE MILLENNIUM 

•AMERICAN WILDERNESS: 

LOVE IT OR LEAVE IT ALONE 
•ANOTHER MORMON ON DRUGS 
•“ ANTI-GRAZING ASSORTMENT” 

(on non-removable paper @ $3/doz) 

•COPULATE DON’T POPULATE 
•DARWIN (words inside fish w/ legs) 

•DEVELOPERS GO BUILD IN HELL 
•DON’T LIKE ENVIRONMENTALISTS? 

PUT THEM OUT OF WORK 
•DREAM BACK THE BISON, SING BACK THE SWAN 
•EARTH FIRST! 

•HAYDUKE LIVES! 

•I’D RATHER BE MONKEYWRENCHING 
•IF YOUR PECKER WAS AS SMALL AS MINE, 

YOU’D NEED A MUSCLE WAGON, TOO 
(on non-removable paper @ .50 ea) 

•LOVE YOUR MOTHER, DON’T BECOME A FATHER 
•LOVE YOUR MOTHER, DON’T BECOME ONE 
•NATIVE (w/ blue and green earth graphic) 

•NATURE BATS LAST 

•NOT POLITICALLY CORRECT 

•PAY YOUR RENT, WORK FOR THE EARTH 

•QUESTION TECHNOLOGY 

•REAL MEN DON’T SHOOT WOLVES 

•REAL MEN GET VASECTOMIES 

•RESIST MUCH, OBEY LITTLE 

•SAVE THE DAMMED SALMON 

•SAVE THE WILD 

•STOP CLEARCUTTING 

•STOP CLEARCUTTING 

(on non-removable paper @ .50 ea) 

•STOP PUBLIC LANDS RANCHING 
•STOP THE FOREST SERVICE, 

SAVE OUR WILD COUNTRY 
•SUBVERT THE DOMINANT PARADIGM 
•THANK YOU FOR NOT BREEDING 
•THINK GLOBALLY, ACT LOCALLY 
•VISUALIZE INDUSTRIAL COLLAPSE 


with Essays on Conservation 
from Round River 

By Aldo Leopold. Special edition, 295 pages — $10 

Think Like a Mountain 

Towards a Council of All Beings 

By John Seed, Joanna Macy, Pat Fleming, Arne Naess. 

Illustrated by Dailan Pugh. 128 pages — $10 

Waste of the West 
Public Lands Ranching 

By Lynn Jacobs. Contact list, statistics, 500-item bibliog- 
raphy, over 1,000 illustrations (photos, cartoons, graph- 
ics, charts, maps). Large paperback, 602 pages — $28 

Wilderness on the Rocks 

By Howie Wolke. Ned Ludd Books, 240 pages — $15 

\ EF! ~M e~ rchandi s~e Ord e r Form ~igi 

I Quantity Description Color Size Price 


More EF! Paraphenalia 


Fist Patch 

Quality 3-inch patches for your 
daypack, jacket or your butt! 
Earth First! Fist— $3 

Rubber Stamps 

Sturdy wood-block stamps 
made from unfinished scrap. 
Earth First! Fist— $5 
Earth First! Tools— $5 


Fist Caps 

Block harmful UV radiation 
and look damn cool doing it! 
Collect all four! 

(100% cotton, adjustable ) 
Tan — $12 
Desert Camo — $12 
Brown Forest Camo — $12 
Green Forest Camo — $12 


Silent Agitators 

Little 1.5-inch stickers good for 
your bike or your bulldozer. 
Earth First! Fist—30/$2 
Earth First! Tools — 30/$2 
No Deal, Assholes— 30/ $2 

Window Stickers 

3-inch stickers for high visability 

EF! Fist-4/$l • Anti-Grazing-8/$l 








... - ■- - .’ ' ' . ' ' " . 1 •=' . 
























NAME 

TOTAL 

STREET 


foreign orders 


CITY 


STATE ZIP 


COUNTRY 


add 15% 


Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. Call us at our new # (541 ) 344-8004 if you haven 't received your order. Please use this form for ordering. Thanks! 
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Northwest Rendezvous T-shirts For Sale! 

Great Art • Cheap Prices • Unique Color Combinations 

All shirts have multi-color inks. Olive, pumpkin, yellow 
or mustard shirt with grey, yellow or black ink. Give 2 
color combination choices. LG, XL and XXL only. 

$7 fori • $12 for 2 • $17 for 3!!! 

Send $ to EFIJ, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440. 



back art 


The Warrior Poets Society Presents : 


9 A NIGHT (? 
iTO HOWL; 


Warrior P°efs Live/ 


February 3. 1994 Live in Los Angeles 
90+ minutes - $10 ppd 

February 8, 1996 Live in Tucson 

(2) 90 minute tapes $ 1 5 ppd 

Order all 3 tapes for onl\ $20 ppd 

• Professional l> dubbed 

• Limited edition 

• One-of-a-kind performances by Earth 
First! poets & musicians 


All proceeds to benefil KF! Campfire Poetry Publishing Project. 

Send check oi mone\ order to: Arizona Earth f irst'. P.( ). Box 34 12. Tucson A/. 85722 



the BI/\CH CAT 5fteoTfl<* Reader j 

14D pages nF WRfrtm&5,&RWHi« a EflRTnanis V ^ 

FROJTI nflaitfiL EiUU«^./A?LF/h^^CHIST LlTfen^TuFfE 

jt§ -PHILD5°PHV. “F^agaJa&E 

“ anjTi*LflR5 \ a/uTi-njoi^K 

- s-{)fi)irjj& aiiTcJFjtiiL 

- fleapE 5 “/qu iuoni - TFut/D iiu Ex a aEFEnfiE 

I fW . . . sun mammae 

J[Jj mmiiBi/fluite «-&. bill 

J r /D a zx P0B 5 '°" 

d Ld / / ) A a „ £<mmfl*vV5 


Left Bank Distribution 



Radical, anarchist & alternative books, pamphlets & zincs. 

1404 1 8th Ave, Seattle, WA 98122 (206)322-2868 
Call or write for a free catalog! 


MENSTRUAL FADS 


Un-natural Menstruation !! 

Toxic Shock Artificial Fragrances 

Dioxins Millions of Tons of Garbage 


Just some of the "benefits" offered to Women by the trans-national 
makers of Disposable pads. There are health and planet Positive 
alternatives; Many Moons is proud to offer Women: 


Ldfj 

Washable Pad 
with "wings" 


100 % Cotton Washable Menstrual Pads/Panty Liners 
The "Keeper* Natural Gum Rubber Menstrual Cup 
Non-chlorine bleached single use products 


Free brochure - Call Toll-Free 1-800-916-4444 (24hr/day) 


Many Moons 

Box 59, 15 - 1594 Fairfield Rd 

Victoria, BC, Canada, V8S 1 GO (we ship worldwide) 


Menstrual Cup 


HU MANURE 

HANDBOOK A guide to composting human manure 

1 198 pages, perfe ctbou nd , indexed, lllus. 

“An eco-luddite, anarchist's potty training manual." (Earth First! Journal) 

"Finally we have a comprehensive book on recycling human excrement without chemicals, 
high technology, or pollution. Well written, practical, and thoroughly researched. . . “ (Whole 

t Earth Review) 

“This book answers every question anyone could have about 
managing a compost toilet and compost pile. " (Waterworks) 

s provides a convincing case that human waste can and should be a 
safe composting material." (Mother Earth News) 

'. . . almost certain to become a classic in its field. This book should 
be required reading ..." (Countryside Journal) 

.outrageous humor and brilliant, diligent research. This is one book 
that could save the world!" (Permaculture Drylands Journal) 
$23.00 postpaid JENKINS PUBLISHING 
PO BOX 607, GROVE CITY, PA 16127 
800-689-3233 (2copies = $38 ppd) 

Check out our web site at 
http://www.JenkinsPublishing.com 


Mow ‘bout a subscription to Earth First!, the Radical Environmental Journal ? 


clip and send to 


Earth First! Journal, Subscriptions, POB M15, Eugene, OR 97440 USA 



O $500 Lifetime Subscription 


CD $25 Regular Rate 

CD $20 Low Income/Non-Profit/Library 
CD $35 (US$) Surface Mail, International 

O $ DONATION 

Subscriber Name 


CD $35 First Class Mail: US, Canada or Mexico 
CD $35 Brown Bag (First Class in a plain wrapper) 

CD $45 (US$) Air Mail, International (no foreign checks, please) 
CD $45 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 


Address 
City 


State 


Country 


The Earth First! Journal subscription list is confidential and never traded. If you use an alias, make sure that the 
post office knows that you, or someone, is getting mail at your address under that name or it may not be delivered. 
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US Earth First! 


Michael A. Lewis 


POB 80073, Fairbanks, AK 99708 
Mike or Billie 


POB 6197, Sitka, AK 99835 

ARIZONA 

Phoenix EF! 


MAINE 
Maine EF! 

POB 183, Harmony, ME 04942 
Wassumkeag EF! 

POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 

MARYLAND 

Anacostia-Rock Creek EF! 


Directory 

Blue Heron EF! 

Reed Coll. SAO, Portland, OR 97202 
(503) 771-1112x7875 
Cascadia Forest Alliance 
POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 
(503) 241-4879, fax 235-9976 
PENNSYLVANIA 


POB 8795, Phoenix, AZ 85066 
Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! AZEF! Newsletter 
POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 
Bradshaw EF! 

220 Grove, Prescott, AZ 86301 

Ponderosa Wingnuts 

2155 E. Maple #17, Flagstaff, AZ 86004 

(520) 774-6542, reg3@dana.ucc.nau.edu 

CALIFORNIA 

Northcoast EF! 

POB 4796, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 269-8325 
Redwood Action Team 
Darryl Cherney 

POB 34, Garberville, Ecotopia 95542 
(707) 923-DEMO 
Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 95407 
(707) 523-1229 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 

Bay Area EF! Hotline (510) 848-8724 

Wiley Coyote 

POB 74283, Davis, CA 95617 
Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 
POB 73063, Davis, CA 95617 
(916) 753-1678 
Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-3205 

Santa Barbara EF! 

POB 12799, Santa Barbara, CA 93107 
Orange County EF! 

POB 4960-593, Irvine, CA 92616-4960 
Los Angeles EF! 

POB 4381, N. Hollywood, CA 91617 

(818) 569-5592 

Auto-Free Long Beach 

1776 Ohio Ave, Long Beach, CA 90804 

Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, #102, Pasadena, CA 91107 
(909) 422-1637 

Mojave EF! 

POB 492, Lancaster, CA 93584 
(805) 948-6291 

mojaveef@envirolink.org 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 7745, San Diego, CA 92107 

(619) 226-7325 or 740-1174 

sdef@envirolink.org 

COLORADO 

Walkabout 

POB 1166, Boulder, CO 80306 
(303) 938-1677, mjl@nilenet.com 
San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 
aq@freenet.uchse . edu 
Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 
The Wild Ranch Review 
POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Gunnison Basin EF! 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Culebra EF! 

POB 386, San Luis, CO 81152 

FLORIDA 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Alachua EF! 

POB 1638, Alachua, FL 32616 
(904) 462-3374 

GEORGIA 

Students for Environmental Awareness 
Univ. of Georgia, Tate Student Center 
Athens, GA 30602 

IDAHO 

Northern Rockies Preservation 
POB 625, Boise, ID 83701 
(208) 345-8077 
Cove/Mallard Coalition 
POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843 
(208) 882-9755, fax 883-0727 
cove @moscow.com 
ILLINOIS 
Chicago EF! 

POB 6424, Evanston, IL 60204 
Red Buffalo EF! 

POB 185, Normal, IL 61761 
Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 549-7387 

IOWA 

Tallgrass Prairie EF! 

POB 1503, Iowa City, IA 52244 
jjquig@blue.uiowa.edu 


POB 5625, Takoma Park, MD 20913 
(301) 270-0857 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Mass EF! 

POB 708, Littleton, MA 01460-2708 
Martha's Vineyard EF! 

RR 1, Box 381A 

Martha’s Vineyard, MA 02568 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

MINNESOTA 

Big Woods EF! 

c/o Arise Bookstore 

2441 Lyndale South, Mnpls, MN 55405 

(612) 871-7110, paarise@mtn.org 

MISSOURI 

Ray O McCall 

Rt 1, Box 89 

Mountain Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 

(573) 443-6832 

74747.2052@compuserve.com 

Chinquapin Resistance 

POB 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163 

(314) 772-6463 

MONTANA 

Northern Rockies Biodiversity Project 
POB 4431, Whitefish, MT 59937 
(406) 862-4945 
Wild Rockies EF! 

POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-5733 (message #) 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
Bison Action Group 
POB 7326, Bozeman, MT 59771 
(406) 586-9141 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Rd, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
New Hampshire EF! 

POB 4101, Portsmouth, NH 03802 
NEW IERSEY 

PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Project 
POB 506, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 
(201) 748-4322 
Green Vigilance 

46 E. Monroe, Mt. Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

NEW MEXICO 

Land of Disenchantment EF! 

POB 72295, Albuquerque, NM 87195 

New Mexico Direct Action 

POB 22488, Santa Fe, NM 87502-2488 

(505) 988-8128 

NEW YO R K 

Wetlands Preserve 

James Hansen 

161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-5244, fax 925-8715 
Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
(516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

532 Portage Rd, 1st Floor 
Niagara Falls, NY 14301-1936 
(716) 282-7777 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 

OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

17305 Grovewood Ave 
Cleveland, OH 44119 
(216) 383-9985 
Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 17, Univ. of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 
(513) 281-6892 
Oberlin EF! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 
OEARTHFIRST@oberlin.edu 
Hock-Hocking Watershed EF! 

8 N. Court St # 307, Athens, OH 45701 
(614) 594-6400 
Piankasha EF! 

7992 Hopper Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45255 

OREGON 

Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 343-7305 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386 

Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Kangaroo EF! 

POB 332, Williams, OR 97544 


Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburg, PA 15217 
Antoinette Dwinga 
842 Library Ave, Carnegie, PA 15106 
Scott Thiele 

RD 4, 237-A Elk Ln, Montrose, PA 18801 
Allegheny Defense Project 
POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214 
(814) 226-4918, adp@envirolink.org 
Marlin 

1227 Heather Rd., Ambler, PA 19002 
(215) 387-2674 

TENNESSEE 
Katuah EF! 

Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 624-3939 
Katuah EF! 

1414 Highland Ave, Knoxville, TN 37916 

TEXAS 
EF! Austin 

POB 7292, Univ. Stn, Austin, TX 78713 
(512) 478-7666, entropy@eden.com 
Corpus Christi EF! 

4114 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 
East Texas EF! 

Rt 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 

UTAH 

Autonomy House 

POB 11015, SLC, UT 84147 

Wild Wasatch Front 

847 W 700 S, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 
POB 804, Burlington, VT 05402 
VIRGINIA 
Virginia EF! 

Rt 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 

(540) 885-6983 

Massive Retaliation 

2129 General Booth Blvd #253 

Virginia Beach, VA 23454-5872 

PAW Southwest Virginia 

POB 13192, Roanoke, VA 24031-3192 

(540) 982-0492 

WASHINGTON 

Seattle EF! 

POB 85541, Seattle, WA 98145 
ph/fax (206) 632-2954 
Sea-ef@novapro j .org 
Olympia EF! 

POB 12391, Olympia, WA 98508 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 

Rt 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 

(304) 754-9161 

WISCONSIN! 

Midwest Headwaters Action 
Midwest Headwaters Journal 
731 State St, Madison, WI 53711 
(608) 255-8765 or 250-8378 
The Old Man 

235 Travis, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 
54495 

(715) 423-5636 

North Forests EF! 

c/o Grassroots Collective 

748 Algoma Blvd, Oshkosh, WI 54901 

(414) 424-0265 

Bay Area North Guard 

POB 116, Washburn, WI 54891 

(715)373-2717 

Driftless EF! c/o WPA 

POB 2761, LaCrosse, WI 54602-2761 

(608) 782-6997 

Sand County EF! 

POB 992, Stevens Point, WI 54481 

Jail Support 

Rod Coronado 
03895-000, FCI Unit SW 
8901 S. Wilmot Rd. 

Tucson, AZ 85706 USA 

Direct Action Defense Fund 
POB 57357 

Tucson, AZ 85732-7357 USA 
(520) 795-5171 

National Activist Network 
POB 19515 

Sacramento, CA 95819 USA 
(916) 452-7179 

North American ALF 
Support Group 

Box 69597, 5845 Yonge. St. 
Willowdale, Ontario 
M2M4K3 Canada 


EF! Projects 
6 Campaigns 


The Boycott Quarterly 
POB 30727, Seattle, WA 98103 
Bison Action Group 
4880 S. 19, Bozeman, MT 59718 
Cascadia Fire Ecology 
Education Project 
POB 3563, Eugene, OR 97403 
Coast Watch 
POB 1811, Rockland, ME 04841 
Cold Mountain, 

Cold Rivers Video Project 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867 
Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 376-7329, fax 631-7958 


End Corporate Dominance 

POB 7292, Austin, TX 78713 
(512) 478-7666, entropy@eden.com 
Ranching Task Force 
POB 5784, Tucson, AZ 85703 
(520) 791-2913 

Genetic Alert/Wise Use Watch 
POB 2182 , Berkeley, CA 94702 
halcarl@rahul.net 
Warrior Poets Society 
ASUC Box 361 
Berkeley, CA 94720-4510 
0 Xtract from Public Lands 
EF!J, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 
earthfirst@igc.apc.org 


International EF! Directory 


AUSTRALIA 

Rainforest Information Centre 

POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 

(066) 21 85 05 

EF! Australia 

Canopy, POB 1 738Q GPO 

Melbourne 3001, Victoria 

(03) 354-7972, fax (03) 416-2081 

CANADA 

Coast Mountains EF! 

1472 Commercial Drive, Box 128 

Vancouver, BC V5L 3X9 

(604) 708-9660 

EF! Prince George 

Box 1762, Prince George, BC V2L 4V7 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 
VALLEYWATCH! 

Group 8, Box 8, RR1 

Winlaw, BC V0G 2V0 

EF! Manitoba 

15-222 Osborne St. South 

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3L 1Z3 

(204) 453-9052 

EF! Toronto 

POB 70, 1576 Queen St. West 
Toronto, Ontario M6R 1A6 
(416) 698-6343 
EF! Ottawa 
Box 4612 Station E 
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 
Autonomous Green Action 
POB 4721, Station E 
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H9 
di695@freenet.carleton.ca 
EF! Montreal, Diffusion Noire 
c/o Librairie Alternative 
2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 
Montreal, PQ H2X 2T3 
EIRE 

An Talamh Glas c/o Anne 
Abbey St., Ballinrobe 
County Mayo 

ENGLAND 

Over 35 EF! groups exist in England; 
for a list, contact: 

EF! Action Update, Dept. 29, 

1 Newton St., Manchester Ml 
1HW; (0161) 224 4846; 
actionupdate@gn.apc.org 
Oxford EF! 

Box E, 111 Magdalen Rd., 

Oxford, OX4 IRQ, (01865) 791391 
South Downs EF!, Dead Trees EF! 
and Do or Die 

6 Tilbury Place, Brighton BN2 2GY 
savage@easynet.co.uk 
http://www.hrc.wmin.ac.uk/ 
campaigns/earthfirst.html 

FRANCE 

Eco-Action/EF! France 

44 Rue de Gesvres, F-60 000 Beauvais 

(+33) 03 44 45 26 22, fax 45 26 25 


GERMANY 
EF! Germany 

c/o Avalon, Friedrich-Ebert Str 24 
45127 Essen 

INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 
Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok PATNA-800 001 
Bihar, Post Box 229 

THE NETHERLANDS 
Groene Front! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 
PHILIPPINES 
Ariel Betan, Green Forum 
3rd Floor, Liberty Building 
Pasay Rd., Makati, Metro Manila 
(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 
Volunteers for Earth Defense 
189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 
1105 Quezon City 
POLAND 

Workshop For All Beings 
ul. Modrzewskiego 29/3 
43-300 Bielsko, Biala 
fax 0048-30-29496 

RUSS IA 

Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod 603082 
(8312) 34-32-80, tretyput@glas.apc.orf 
Rainbow Keepers (Moscow) 

(095) 954-91-93, rk@glas.apc.org 
ECODEFENSE! 

Moskovsky prospekt 120-34236006 
Kaliningrad/Koenigsburg 
ph/fax +7 (0112) 43 72 86 
ecodefense@glas.apc.org 

SCOTLAND 

Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 
44 (0)41 636 1924/339 8009 
fax 44 (0)41 424 3688 
scotree@gn.apc.org 

SLO VAKIA 

Earth First! 

A. Hlinku 11, 96001 Zvolen 
kolenka@uvt.tuzvo.sk 

SPAIN 

Manuel A. Dernandes 

Taller de E. A. A. CURUXA 

J. B. Xelmirer J, Campus Universitark 

1570 S Santiago 

(81) 584321, fax (81) 584533 

SWEDEN 

Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg 

UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 
c/o Nadia Shevchenko 
Glushkova 17-22, Kiev 252187 
+7 (044) 252-48-22, 
nadia@gluk.apc.org 


Green 

Phone Bills 

from 


Affinity 


Long Distance 


Affinity Long Distance 
guarantees a 10% rate-reduction 
on your phone bill. 

Plus, Affinity will give 5% of your 
bill to the Earth First! Journal — 
a gift that keeps on giving. 

For more info, write the Journal at 
POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440. 
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Daily Planet Publishing 

Earth First! Journal 

POB 1415 

Eugene, OR 97440 USA 

Address Correction Requested 
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Nuxalk Nation Blockades Logging 



by Gavin Edwards 

When they clearcut our ancient 
rainforests they clearcut the Nuxalk 
culture. As they clearcut Ista, which is 
sacred to the Nuxalk, they are clearcut- 
ting our history. 

— Hereditary Nuxalk Chief Nuximlayc 

In Bella Coola, British Columbia (BC), 
Collette Schooner, a Nuxalk Nation 
youth, sits atop a 30-foot tripod block- 
ing access to a logging road into Ista. 
She is surrounded by a sea of stumps 
stretching some 80 acres off into the 
distance and can observe streams cut 
right to the bank, choked with slash 
from logging. Further down the road, 
some 50 people have joined together, 
including hereditary chiefs, a band 
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councilor and other Nuxalk. Head He- 
reditary Chief Nuximlayc invited envi- 
ronmentalists to help stop the desecra- 
tion of Ista. Forest Action Network's 
campaign boat and Greenpeace's Moby 
Dick are anchored nearby providing 
.support. Still more protesters can be 
seen across the valley, perched high on 
a grapple yarder, dwarfed by another 
huge clearcut. Welcome to Ista, where 
First Nations and environmentalists 
are again working together to protect 
the land from clearcutting. 

In 1995, Ista was the site of a huge 
action where 22 people were arrested 
for peacefully blockading Interna- 
tional Forest Products (Interfor) from 
punching a road into the heart of the 
Great Bear Rainforest. 


A lot has happened since then. Ev- 
ery major BC environmental group is 
now working up among the fjords on 
the coast. The relationship between 
caring First Nations people and envi- 
ronmentalists has grown. 

Further south down the coast, al- 
most every valley is scarred by roads 
and clearcuts. Three huge clearcuts 
totaling almost 200 acres now scar 
this once -pristine rainforest. Interfor 
plans to clearcut 11 more swaths of 
rainforest from Ista in the next three 
years. They also have plans to log at 
least seven more of the remaining 
intact valleys in Nuxalk territory 
within the next 10 years. 

The Nuxalk Nation lost 80 percent 
of their population when white set- 
tlers spread small-pox a century ago. 
They have witnessed 22 salmon runs 
go extinct in the Bella Coola Valley. 
Their ancestors' graves have been des- 
ecrated. Their timber has been stolen 
by successive generations and their 
community suffers 80 percent un- 
employment. Despite all this, they 
stand proud, unfailing in their vi- 
sion. Their strength and laughter 
despite such odds, after decades of 
abuse, can only be described as re- 
markable. Not all Nuxalk bands sup- 
port the blockade. Some are instead 
trying to negotiate with Interfor to 
clearcut part of their territory in re- 
turn for a handful of jobs. 

Following the blockade, a media 
frenzy occurred. However, main- 
stream media rarely mention that 
Ista is a rainforest valley of great 
spiritual importance to the Nuxalk. 

continued on page 24 


The Death of the 
National Forests 

by Alexander Cockburn and 
Jeffrey St. Clair 

It's heartbreaking to say it, but if you 
care about the national forests of the 
United States, it looks like the whole 
ball-game is just about over. Using the 
pretext of catastrophic fire and the 
slippery techniques of "consensus- 
building," the forest destroyers are 
even now pushing through Congress 
a bill to double the amount of logging 
in national forests in the California 
Sierra. What's bad for the Sierra will be 
even worse for the forests of Idaho, 
Alaska and Oregon, where timber ldb- 
bies are far more potent. If you take 
320 million board feet a year off the 
Sierra, you can probably triple that 
amount in prolific forests of Oregon, 
which is precisely what Rep. Bob 
Smith, chairman of the House Agri- 
culture Committee that oversees the 
Forest Service, is proposing to do. 

On July 26, President Biil ciinton 
will descend upon Lake Tahoe and 
there he hopes to sign a law whose 
very name should send chills down 
the spines of all experienced friends of 
nature: the Quincy Library Group For- 
est Restoration Act. At Clinton's el- 
bow will stand the midwife of this 
awful legislation: Senator Dianne 
Feinstein. At stake here is some the 
last intact forest in John Muir's Range 
of Light in the California Sierra, beau- 
tiful stretches of Douglas-fir, the last 
prime forest habitat in the state. 

On July 9 the House passed a bill 
that will double the amount of log- 
ging on nearly three million acres of 
national forest land in the Sierra moun- 
tains near Lake Tahoe. Known as the 
Quincy Library Group bill, it is the 
ultimate symbol of how the consen- 
sus process works and how eager the 
Congress is to follow its dictates. 

The bill was crafted by a group of 
conservationists, timber industry reps 
and pillars of the Quincy community, 
a small town on the Feather River in 
the western foothills of the Sierras. 
After five years of mutual back scratch- 
ing the Quincy Library Group devel- 
oped their own timber management 
plan for three nearby national forests: 
Lassen, Plumas and Tahoe. 

Fear of fire was central to their strat- 
egy. They knew full well that fire is the 
abiding dread of the gambling mag- 
nates and prosperous homeowners 
around Lake Tahoe. Playing on these 
fears, the Library Group said that the 
only way to combat a costly inferno is 
to push through an accelerated log- 
ging program. 

The excuse comes in the following 
guise: a need to carve a network of 
fire breaks inside the three national 
continued on page 25 


Super Heroes Against Genetix — Its Not Just Cricket 


BY JO-JO TATO 

A sporting new tradition may have started in England, 
thanks to the ground-breaking work done in a genetically 
engineered (GE) potato field test site just outside Cam- 
bridge by a bunch of eager cricketeers known as Super 
Heroes against Genetix. 

The uniformed team refused to let the absence of basic 
equipment interfere with their enthusiasm for the game. 
They substituted potatoes for the traditional red cricket balls 
and had a field day, in spite of muddy playing grounds and 
a "sticky wicket." Cricket being what it is, most of the balls 
were smashed to bits, and the rest lost in the upturned field. 
In fact, the entire GE potato crop was destroyed. Never one 
to wallow in the mire of self-pity, Captain Chromosome, a 
Super Heroes spokesperson, said "The Test Match proved a 
huge success if somewhat one-sided — we fielded a game of 
some thirty Super Heroes whilst the Cambridge team didn't 
even show up. It simply isn't cricket." 

Similar actions against GE foods are occurring throughout 
Europe, especially in Germany where activists have used 
everything from demonstrations and test field squats to 
large-scale crop destruction (usually attributed to strange 
windy nights and unexplained crop circles). The cricket 
action, however, is thought to have been Britain's first 


nonviolent direct action on a GE test-site. 

When informed of the outcome of the match, Plant Breed- 
ers International (PBI) Director, Norman Killiam, expressed 
disbelief at the score, "I don't see how this is possible." He 
claimed that the destroyed crop was not genetically engi- 
neered, but was instead "normal," demonstrating that even 
PBI recognizes GE foods as "abnormal." 

The targeted potatoes contained an antibiotic resistance 
gene that has also been put into engineered maize. The 
introduction of this gene into plants is actively opposed by 
Austria, Luxembourg, Italy and France, and does not have the 
support of any country in the European Union. 

Serious concerns about GE foods are numerous. Genes from 
manipulated plants can be transferred to wild and cultivated 
relatives via the usual pollination methods and through 
human transport. Genes from GE plants can also transfer to 
microorganisms, and microorganisms can transfer genes to 
other, unrelated microorganisms through several different 
mechanisms. All GE plants contain the Cauliflower Mosaic 
Virus, a vims related to the Hepatitis B virus in humans. Used 
as a "switch" to activate the foreign genes that have been 
introduced in the crops, this virus recombines with others to 
create stronger strains. Genetic pollution from GE crops has 
a frightening potential to wreak havoc on eco- systems and 
the process of evolution itself. 
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Environmental backlash Growing 


by Lacey Phillabaum 

An unprecedented number of accounts of violence have 
filtered into the Earth First! Journal office from across the 
country this summer. 

In the Cove/Mallard area of Idaho, a three-month long 
road blockade was attacked on August 1 8. During that night, 
unidentified assailants used gasoline to set afire barricades 
made of logging debris. At least one small explosive device 
was thrown at the protesters' camp. One day prior, an 
individual surveying the Noble timber sale was surrounded 
and assaulted by employees and subcontractors of Shearer 
Lumber, the private company logging the area. He was 
threatened, shoved and struck in the back before being 
forced to leave. Local activists believe that Shearer employ- 
ees and subcontractors also started the fire at the blockade. 

Confrontation and violence is, of course, not new to the 
Cove/Mallard campaign. In 1993, a protester was severely 
beaten by a logger. Though convicted, the assailant received 
a shorter sentence than many nonviolent protesters. 

Over the mountains and along the stretch of coast to 
southern and central British Columbia, the situation has 
been much the same. Local resource extraction groups have 
stepped up the vehemence and violence. In July, IWA, the 
loggers' union, blockaded the Greenpeace ship Moby Dick in 
the Vancouver harbor. North of there, in Bella Coola, that 
vehemence turned physical when a local logger pushed 
around a Forest Action Network (FAN) activist, causing her 
to fall into the harbor. Later that night, a FAN videographer 
had her camera wrenched from her hands and thrown into 
the water. Clearly, the Bella Coolan version of the wise-use 
movement, VOICE of the Mid Coast Community (VOICES), 
is gaining momentum. At one VOICES meeting a local stood 
up and said that FAN'S ship Starlet should be bombed. At 
another meeting a Burson-Marsteller representative advised . 
VOICES on developing a public relations campaign to galva- 
nize the anti-environmental movement. 


In Memoriam 

' James F. Berry 1917-1997 
James Fant Berry left this plane on September 7 to 
become one with the cosmic whole. 

For years he struggled to dismantle corporate rule and 
halt cancerous road growth, while enthusiastically sup- 
porting Earth First! and the bioregional movements. 

" He tirelessly worked to reach as many people as he 
could in the Southeastern US and beyond to inspire 
them to action through connection and celebration of 
the wonders of the universe. 

He will be missed. 

— Acasia Berry 


( fcTauna Qabaia j 

Fauna, n. animal life. trj 

Cabala, n. an esoteric, secret matter or V 

mysterious art. 

When not plunging into poo pats for dinner, some beetles 
are meticulously sculpting dung balls. Males of Kheper 
nigroaeneus, a large African dung beetle, mold brood balls 
from carefully selected feces and flaunt them as a sexual 
display. Once a female is attracted, she climbs aboard the 
ball and the male rolls both away. At a suitable spot, the male 
buries himself, the brood ball and his partner, after which 
they mate and he leaves, closing the hole behind him. The 
female proceeds to remold the ball, inserting a bit of her own 
feces and plastering it over the ball's exterior. (This layer 
decreases desiccation.) She then lays a single egg within it, 
her sole offspring that year. 
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Perhaps the most alarming case of violence against an 
activist involves an attack in the Ozarks on July 31. A 
longtime anti-mining activist, working on a streamside 
monitoring program, stopped by a remote spring to meet 
some reporters. Instead, she encountered four young locals. 
One of the two men in the group recognized the activist and 
started harassing her. As the activist got in her van to leave, 
the two men broke the car window, jumped her and beat her 
with sticks and a canoe paddle. After the beating, the men 
taped the activist to her seat with duct tape, stuffed and 
taped a Sierra Club anti-mining flier in her mouth, punc- 
tured her car tires and abandoned her. She sat there for 12 
hours, fearing a heart attack, until a friend found her. Since 
the incident, she writes, "Trauma and shock have had a grip 
on my life... I feel terribly vulnerable." 

Such harassment is becoming all too common in the 
Ozarks. Not long after the first attack, on August 20 a dead 
eat was mailed to another activist. His address was cut out 
of the same Sierra Club anti-lead-mining flier. 

It's hard to dismiss such a rash of anti-environmental 
activity as unrelated. In both British Columbia and the 
Ozarks, activists know that local opposition is being orga- 
nized into a whole new beast, one which is not adverse to 
using violence. While it's true that activists have often 
been subject to violence, harassment and intimidation 
(witness nothing less than the bombing of Darryl Cherney 
and Judi Bari in 1990), it would be tardy of us to look away 
from patterns of activity. The message of property rights 
and rhetoric of anti -environmentalism is being heard and 
actively spread. There is truly a campaign against environ- 
mentalism and environmentalists on this continent. For 
our own safety, we must evaluate with level heads and 
open hearts why this message is striking a chord with a 
disproportionate number of people. 

As pristine habitat and wild places become rarer, their 
monetary value increases exponentially, and the pres- 
sure to extract resources also rises, faster than the actual 
extraction taking place. The extractors and their employ- 
ees are willing to go to more extreme measures, including 
violence and threats, to extract commodities before they 
are preserved or taken by someone else. 

The rhetoric of the wise use movement, which cloaks the 
extract-at-any-cost mantra in the language, myth and 
culture of the West, is hitting a nerve with many. The 
moral flaunting and self-righteousness of environmental- 
ism, meanwhile, is alienating. We must make it clear that 
our fight is against those in distant places who profit 
inordinately from the extraction of our wild lands, and 
not against the life-styles of this generation of workers. As 
long as the battle can be painted as tree-hugger versus 
decent, hard working people, those calling the shots will 
manipulate workers into a frenzy of hate. 

by Faith Walker 

Upon hatching, the larva munches on its mother's 
excrement, thereby inoculating itself with the microbial 
strains necessary to digest dung. It then begins to mold a 
pupation chamber within the brood ball with its own feces. 
Mother and offspring spend the next three months eating 
and excreting, the larva from within and the mother from 
without. They are able to communicate through a small, 
unplastered region on the brood ball. A pheromone re- 
leased by the larva diffuses out of this window and elicits 
broodcaring behavior from the mother. The solid diet of 
brood ball, and its own and its mother's 
feces, brings the young beetle into 
adulthood. Come the first spring 
rains, the new adult emerges from 
its subterranean haven. Thus, with jBfijp * fH 
an extraordinary amount of ef- Bpa#- , . jjEm\ 

fort yielding only a single off- 
spring, this beetle species has one 
of the highest levels of parental care 
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Dieback: A Vision of Darkness 


What is the solution to an earthquake? These are from starvation, disease or wholesale murder and 

BY JAMES BARNES v j u j, ■/-' absurd questions, as inexorable forces both biologi- genocide. We'd do everything we could to appor- 

/ The glorious revolution will not free this land; j cal and geological are beyond problem-solving. Dis- tion suffering fairly. Of course, if we were that 

the rising of the oppressed against the capitalist j eases can be eradicated, but disease cannot. You can sensible we would have prevented overpopulation 

master will fail. The worker will not triumph over ’ build earthquake-resistant structures, but when the in the first place. 

the ruling class, nor will women and persecuted Big One comes, all bets are off. In reality, elites are demanding ever more brutal 

peoples gain equality in a brave new world. The j Well, what is the answer to the \ 
planet will not be "saved" by the people's new, problem that (a) there are some six 
ecological consciousness. billion people on this world, grow- 

But there will be rebellions, war, famine and, oil ing to eight, or ten or more, (b) the 
j yes, industrial collapse. And there will be wilder- remaining amount of uncultivated 
ness where there are now tree farms. Ruined cities arable land is declining rapidly, (c) 
choked with blackberries, kudzu or blowing sand formerly fertile land is falling out 
will echo sad howls in the silence. Grazing herds of production, (d) ocean stocks are 
will move across an empty plain, and great trees J damn near exhausted, (e) petro- 
will rise up from the road beds. Humans will; leum reserves are finite, and (f) 
survive too, much as they always have done — ; industrial agriculture and food dis- 
\ catching what they can, scrabbling in the dirt and tribution are intimately dependent 
’wresting a poor existence from the soil. By turns \ on said petroleum reserves? 
ignorant, wise, sick, joyful and greedy, the people j The solution, of course, issimple. 

of this land will get on with the business of raising Open a basic college level ecology 
their children and burying them. text and you can find it: when the 

■' Have you ever watched someone die of hunger? carrying capacity of a given eco- 

I haven't, and probably most of you haven't either, system for a particular species is 

But you've seen the pictures from whatever exceeded, that species will even- 

godforsaken country is tearing itself apart lately, tually have its numbers reduced 

and it's not pretty. Now contemplate five billion to below that threshold. After over- 
people starving to death, maybe including your- shoot, the new carrying capacity 

self. Imagine an endless century of desperate mi- is often lower than it was before 

grations to overwhelmed refugee camps, old men the population grew out of bal- 

left to die quietly in the sun, infants with dysentery ance, as a species in crisis is prone 

draining their lives away, wide-eyed children with to damaging its environment. And 

swollen stomachs. Imagine cholera or plague, and how does a seriously overpopu- 

the young men gone to armed thuggery, brutaliz- lated species reduce its numbers? 

ing the wretched people. Don't think about the It dies back. Death is the answer to 

young girls. too much life. „„ . 

How long would you last if the Safeway closed? Humans are clever and generally 
What would you do, hunt and gather? The edible decent creatures, so long as we're 
wildlife of this country will survive only as long as comfortable, and should be ex- 
folks have regular food sources, as game regula- pected to find ways to ameliorate 
tions wouldn't stop hungry people from eating our necessary and inevitable de- 
whatever they can catch. Designa ted wilder ness i T ^ cline. In a world of perfect social 
mean ingl ess without the" law enforcement that \ justice, we would see to it that food 
would be needed elsewhere to deal with evacua- reserves were distributed equally. 



tions, emergency food distribution, rebellion and 
banditry. Lumber and firewood are valuable, espe- 
cially in winter. Environmentalism — what kind of 
rich-kid crap is that?^* 

X As Americans, we have a culturally ingrained 
notion that for our problems we can always find 
solutions — meaning we expect to get what we want. 
This is a peculiarly naive and transient view of the 
world, born of a century of wealth and increasingly 
global dominance that poorly reflects the 
long-term realities of history. What 
was the solution 
to the plague? 


We'd place limitations on cultiva- 
tion and foraging to protect ecosystems and species 
diversity. We'd establish mandatory birth control 
and child limits, remaining mindful of injustices 
done to many already-small ethnic populations. 
We'd take care to ensure that people in currently 
less powerful parts of the globe, minority popula- 
tions and women didn't suffer disproportionately 


We print 'em just like you write 'em. 


etters to the 


repression so they can maintain the current eco- 
nomic and political system. Infrastructure decay and 
the effects of poverty and despair all contribute to a 
cultural environment that is increasingly less condu- 
cive to implementing rational and compassionate < 
methods of managing population contractioBr.'In'y 
^con diti ons of stress, few anim al s behave well. Vio- 
'Tence, murder, self-mutilation, insanity and tRe 
\ killing of young are all traits we share with , 
— ■*■''**. other mammals when/ 

'\ there's too many of us 
_ _ N. \ in the cage. • • ' 

| —M ^ -M— , continued on page 13 
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Dear Poodles for 
Noodles, 

I just want to tip 

my hat to the EF! Bison Action 
Group, and especially to Delyla 
Wilson, for the courage and brav- 
ery shown in the gut-dumping 
incident. This is EF! at it's best — 
confront the bastards forcefully 


POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 300 words or less 


of it another way- 

how much would you pay to slime thing to eat they procrastinate 
both Montana's Senators, it's with their metamorphis. They 
Governor, and the US Secretary can knock off a visit to the out- 
of Agriculture? Would you give a house in 5 minutes. No odor, no 


— *** way that 

gets results... more 
mainstream support for the Jour- 
nal and local grass-roots EF! groups. 
The movement, in my opinion is 
stuck in gridlock. A friend of mine, 


Dear Editors: 

Consider this affec- 
tionate feedback from a long-time 
subscriber, contributor, occa- 
sional short-term editor, and 
overall fan of the Journal. 

As usual, there are lots of inter- 
esting, thought-provoking ar- 
ticles in the last edition. Since I 


and publicly — and then watch 
their squirms, denials, and then 
(gasp!) efforts to actually make a 
change! (All the while maintain- 
ing that direct action had noth- 
ing to do with their decision. 


friend $20 to do it on a dare? 
Come on folks, let's all do what 
we can to help out one of our 
bravest heroines!! 

Sincerely, 

— Tatonka 


disease. They simple have no ri- 
vals, it is man and beast at their 
best, (working together). 
Sincerely, 

— Corry E. Mason 


who is very radical and compas- 
sionate to free thought told me 
that he dropped out of the move- 
ment because "they want to drink 
beer first, save the earth last, and 
fail to shower in between." How 


authored an article in it, I had 
planned to use that as a hook to 
encourage friends to subscribe. 
However, I've changed my mind, 
because 1 am embarrassed by the 
contributions of the Journal staff- 


Yup.) 

But now Delyla and BAG have 
to deal with the aftermath, in the 
form of both federal and state 
indictments. Well now is the time 
for all good EF!ers to come to the 
aid of their party. I'm sending 
them a check for $20 and en- 
courage every one of us to do the 
same. If you cannot afford $20, 
please send something! We sim- 
ply must put up a strong legal 
defense to keep this brave eco- 
warrior out of jail. 


You can send your checks to BAG, 
POB 7326, Bozeman, MT 59771. 

Dear EF, 

While reading Fauna Cabala 
by Faith Walker i was hoping 
that Faith had caught wind of the 
fact that Dung beetles are the 
best avenue in the world for dis- 
posing human waste, i've been 
utilizing them for 22 years. The 
beauty of it all, is the fact that as 
long as the ‘grubs' have some- 


Dear EARTHFIRST! 

I have been a supporter of yours 
since meeting Patrick Mitchell of 
Orange County Earth First! 4 
years ago. We were fighting pave- 
ment and greed in laguna Can- 
yon. I attended the Activist Con- 
ference last year on So. Cal. and 
was not happy with the lack of 
organization and seriousness of 
some of the participants. 

Those of us that are fighting 
Corporate Greed must fight these 
people by running the shop in a 


can I defend the movement when 
I have to agree with him totally? 

Bring the Journal to Los Ange- 
les... out of the woods., .and 
maybe we can climb to new 
heights and get some support 
equal to that of sell-out Sierra 
club types. Thanks for letting me 
share my frustrations with you. I 
love the new color format... keep 
up the great job. 

Truly yours, 

FOR THE EARTH! 

—Mark Petersen 


ers, specifically your editorial, 
letters to the editors, and your 
Wolves and Poodles column. 

You presented a complimen- 
tary wolf award to "forestry work- 
ers who blockaded one of 
Greenpeace's ships from leaving 
Vancouver" because "they are 
resentful of past blockades of log 
barge traffic." Why are we sup- 
posed to cheer? Friends of 
Clayoquot Sound got this one 

continued on page 26 


September-October 1997 Earth First! Page 3 




Texas IVaste War* 


by Nate Blakeslee 

A big guttural howdy from the front lines of the 
West Texas Waste Wars. Some of you may know 
that the state of Texas has been trying for about 15 
years to build a low-level radioactive waste dump 
here. What you may not know is that lately all kinds 
of waste companies have been coming out of the 
woodwork to get in on the action, and Texas is in 
imminent danger of becoming the pay toilet for the 
nation's nuclear industry. A hazardous waste dump- 
ing firm, Waste Control Specialists, has been trying 
to get its Andrews County dump permitted for 
radioactive waste since 1995, a move perceived by 


the state as an effort to steal business from its own 
West Texas project. In 1996, Envirocare of Utah, a 
major player in the dog-eat-dog world of radioactive 
waste dumping, decided to join the pissing contest 
by purchasing a big chunk of land next to the Waste 
Control dump and announcing that it too was 
going to open a nuke dump. 

As if this weren't bad enough, West Texas is now 
at the mercy of the US Congress, which is deciding 
whether to approve a deal to bring nuclear waste 
from Maine and Vermont to Texas, a scheme hatched 
back in 1992 by former Governor Ann Richards and 
heartily endorsed by current governor (and your 
next Republican presidential candidate) George 
Bush, Jr. Well, Never Say Die! as we often never say 
here in Texas. Still, it's hard to deny that we appear 
to be up shit creek with a turd for a paddle. How did 
it come to this? 

Bear with me if this is going back further than you 
care to, but the story really begins in the late 1970s. 
The closing of several leaking low-level radioactive 
waste dumps during the last two decades has the 
nuclear industry more than a little worried. Thirty- 
nine states, plus the District of Colombia and Puerto 
Rico, currently share a single disposal site in Barnwell, 
South Carolina. Eleven other states use a site in 
Hanford, Washington. For the 12-month period 
ending July 1, 1994, the 33 states that together 
produce 43 percent of the nation's low-level waste — 
had no access to dump facilities. Unable to operate 
without producing low-level waste, yet unwilling to 
fund safe, site-specific, permanent disposal systems 
of their own, utility companies soon found them- 
selves up to their asses in their own waste. Of course, 
rather than take this as an indication that it was 
time to give up on the whole damn industry, the 
utilities were and are hell-bent on siting a new 
dump to hold the waste from the current generation 
of reactors. But guess what, they aren't havingmuch 
luck in finding a place to build one. According to a 
1995 US General Accounting Office (GAO) report, 
the main obstacle to building new dumps has been 
public opposition. 

No shit, you say. But what all this means for Texas 
is that the stakes have gotten a lot higher in the Waste 
War. Diminished disposal space has forced the indus- 
try to spend two decades reducing its waste flow 


through compacting, recycling and substituting fewer 
radioactive isotopes when possible. Several feasibil- 
ity studies have demonstrated that there is now not 
enough waste for the 11 dumps (yikes!) planned 
around the country. In fact, building more than two 
or three national dumps, according to the report, will 
drive fees so low that the profit margins anticipated 
by the states (and now private investors) will be 
threatened. God forbid, you say. But this economic 
reality, and the growing public resistance to new 
dumps, has raised the very real possibility that the 
next dump permitted will become the nuclear waste 
repository for the whole nation for decades to come. 
Only two new dumps — Sierra Blanca, Texas, and 
Ward Valley, California — 
have gotten anywhere close 
to being permitted. With 
Texas authorities predicting 
that their facility will be op- 
erational by the end of 1998, 
the eyes of the nation are on 
West Texas. 

Texans, however, have 
never wanted the waste any 
more than anyone else does. 
In 1983, the legislature 
formed the Texas Low-Level 
Radioactive Waste Disposal 
Authority (TLLRWDA) and 
directed the agency to find a 
suitable site to build and 
maintain the state's low- 
level dump. Eight years and 
$30 million later, Authority 
director Rick Jacobi, for- 
merly a safety officer at the 
infamous South Texas 
Nuclear Project, was still 
looking. Turned away by 
public opposition in county after county, Jacobi 
was finally ordered by the Texas legislature, in its 
infinite wisdom, to locate the dump in Hudspeth 
County, in far West Texas near the Mexican border. 
Jacobi settled on the Fashkin Ranch, near the tiny 
town of Sierra Blanca, about 200 miles (not far in 
Texas) north of Big Bend National Park. Trouble is, 
the site was previously rejected by the TLLRWDA, 
and with good reason: it sits only 16 miles from the 
Rio Grande River (drinking water for thousands), 
above an aquifer and right in the middle of Texas's 
most seismically active zone (yes, we have earth- 
quakes here, too). Sierra Blanca is also a predomi- 
nantly low-income, Mexican- American community. 
Lest anyone think that this act of environmental 
racism was a fluke, it should 
be pointed out that the town 
is the recipient of New York 
City sewer sludge, to the 
tune of 250 tons per week. A 
company called Merco Joint 
Ventures tried unsuccess- 
fully to sell that shitty op- 
eration to Oklahoma for 
over a year; Texas gave 'em 
the permit in 23 days. 

Such would have been the 
case with the nuke dump, 
too, but a coalition of West 
Texans said enough is 
enough. Sierra Blanca 
rancher Bill Addington be- 
gan organizing a network 
that now links Sierra Blanca 
with Marfa, Alpine and El 
Paso. The anti-dump move- 
ment has attracted support 
from across the state, includ- 
ing opponents from Dallas- 
Ft. Worth, Austin, and Houston, cities through which 
nuclear waste would be transported. This coalition has 
joined Mexican officials from the border states of 
Coahuila and Chihuahua, and officials from nearly 
two dozen Texas cities and counties to force a hearing 
on the draft license already issued by the notoriously 
lenient Texas Natural Resources Conservation Com- 
mission (TNRCC, or "train-wreck," as we call it). 


So where do we stand today in the West Texas 
Waste Wars? Well, Envirocare got booted out of the 
picture after their CEO was implicated in a bribery/ 
extortion scandal back in his home state of Utah. 
Waste Control Specialists is also suing them, but it 
looks like they'll have to wait in line. Waste Control 
has had one setback after another trying to get into 
the disposal game, though it may soon get its first 
required permit from the Texas Department of 
Health. After almost getting axed in the last legisla- 
tive session for wasting so much time and money 
without accomplishing a damn thing, the state's 
dumping agency (TLLRWDA) is still limping along 
in its case hearing. To date it has spent about $5.6 
million in legal fees fighting the "powerless" border 
community they originally figured they could roll 
right over. Its hopes now ride on US Congressional 
approval of the Texas-Maine-Vermont Compact, 
which would provide TLLRWDA with $25 million 
each from Maine and Vermont for construction 
costs if it passes. The bill was soundly defeated in the 
House in 1995 and stifled again in 1996, but now it 
has passed the House Commerce Committee and 
could come before the full House at any time. 

Vermont and Maine aren't taking any chances 
this time, with the two chipping in at least $ 1 50,000 
to fund their big-shot lobbying team (which in- 
cludes feminist heroine Sarah Weddington, among 
others). The tri-state compact is billed by industry 
lobbyists and their congressional mouthpieces as a 
means of protecting Texas from receiving waste 
from all over the nation; in reality it does the 
opposite, ensuring that Texas will receive waste 
from Vermont and Maine. New states can be added 
to the contract at any time, without Congressional 
or voter (ha-ha) approval. A 1994 study by the 
Houston Business Journal concluded that the author- 
ity would likely open the dump to other states in 
order to keep it economically viable. If Sierra Blanca 
is one of only a few dumps — if not the only — in 
operation, the pressure to do so would be enormous. 

Here's some good neWs, though. Bortnie Raitt has 
agreed to make Texas a stop on her twentieth 
anniversary No-Nukes tour. Together with Jimmie 
Dale Gilmore, Joe Ely and Jimmie Vaughan, she'll 
be playing a benefit concert for the Sierra Blanca 
Legal Defense Fund in Austin on September 28. 
That'll mean an infusion of capital and a boost in 
spirits for a movement that has had to contend with 
more than its fair share of mind-numbing corporate 
double-speak and backstabbing elected officials. To 
our friends fighting dumps in California, Nevada 
and across the country: don't let the bastards wear 
you down! 


For more information contact the Sierra Blanca 
Legal Defense Fund, POB 18087, Austin, TX 78760; 
(512)447-8906; e-mail heart@igc.apc.org, or on the 
web at www.compassionate.org/sbldf. 

Nate Blakeslee is a freelance writer and activist with 
the Sierra Blanca Legal Defense Fund based in 

Austin, Texas. 
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The Great Hurwitz 1*ie I\i ii>e\t 


by Al Decker 

'Twas round about midnight when I received my 
marching orders from the Biotic Baking Brigade 
(BBB), sent from the General HQ and secret ovens 
located deep in the heart of Headwaters forest. 
Charles Hurwitz, CEO of Maxxam corporation, the 
parent company of Pacific Lumber, was having a 
hush-hush, high-level, emergency, damage-control 
meeting the next day. My assignment was to pen- 
etrate the security surrounding the event, locate 
Hurwitz... and pie him. 

I made every effort to get out of it, telling myself I was 
too busy, that I'd never get near him or that the 
meeting had been relocated as mmor bespoke. None- 
theless, I knew I had to do it... how often does 
Humboldt County's Public Enemy #1 come to the 
place he's destroying? According to The Last Stand, 
June '91 was the last time he graced our presence. 

Hurwitz's crimes are legendary, and have been 
well-detailed in this publication; they provide many 
compelling reasons for pieing Hurwitz. It's a scandal 
that after a few decades of dodging criminal pros- 
ecution and federal investigations of his business 
practices (he's currently facing more lawsuits) he 
can still organize Humboldt County's top business, 
government, media and law enforcement officials 
in a secret meeting with no public access or input. 

So, on August 21, I headed up to Scotia, Pacific 
Lumber's (PL) company town, with the idea of first 
engaging Mr. Hurwitz in a debate over various and 
sundry subjects such as business ethics, clearcut- 
ting, herbicide spraying, etc. As I drove past Stafford, 
where eight houses were destroyed by a mudslide 
from a PL clearcut during last winter's rains, I prayed 
to the spirits for strength and guidance, for the 
ability to find the man most responsible for this and 
other devastations. 

When I strolled up to the front doors of the Scotia 
Inn, I reflected momentarily on my appearance. 
Though L wasn't looking my Sunday best and would 
stand out from the suits, tourists and loggers who 
patronize the Inn, there had been 
no time to go home and change. It 
was too late to turn back now. 

As everyone involved in direct 
action knows, the life force works 


in mysterious and wondrous ways, helping people 
pull off things that defy rational logic. When two 
security men blocked my entrance to the Inn, I 
realized the only thing to do was just relax and 
go for it. I flashed back to the days of trying to ^^1 
get into bars when I was 1 5 . The bouncers had 
no good reason to let in a tall, skinny kid with H ' ! 
braces and pimples, but when I looked them M Cl. 
straight in the eyes, smiled outrageously and ■! 
said the right things, it sometimes worked, 

After some negotiation, I was escorted in and yt 
miraculously made my way to the dining room, n 
where I was eyed nervously by the patrons. I took 
a seat and spent the next hour drinking coffee on 
an empty stomach and pondering my predicament. 
What with PL security chief Carl Anderson watching 
me from the door, one of his men cleverly concealed 
behind a pillar three tables away and another guard 
eyeing me from his truck outside the window, things 
did not look particularly auspicious. 

I proceeded outside and to my surprise a small EF! 
contingent stood out front with banners and gui- 
tars. Shortly thereafter, a group of well-heeled indi- 
viduals carrying green notebooks began exiting the 
Inn. Nobody would talk about the meeting or the 
contents of the green notebooks, which we assume 
is the game plan (at this point, the endgame) for 
spin control in the upcoming season of protests. 

Then, lo and behold, none other that the Dark 
Prince himself appeared in the doorway, surrounded 
by an entourage of cronies, handlers, cops and 
security. I politely asked Messier Hurwitz if I could 
speak with him, but he dismissed me abruptly, 
explaining he had a plane to catch. 

Fearing that I would get tackled or shot if I 
reached too quickly into my backpack for the pie, 

I asked Hurwitz for an interview on tape, as I 
slowly reached for the nefarious weapon and 
maneuvered between a gap in the entourage. I 
had a brief moment to repeat the BBB's battle cry, 
"It’s a good day to pie!," and then I was in motion, 

a few fast steps and rapid predator-prey imaging 

bringing me right up be- 
hind him. The balding 
top of his head re- 
minded me of a PL 
clearcut. In the last sec- 






ond I realized he was wearing glasses, and so 
instead of a wraparound pie in the face which I 
feared might break them, I flopped that pie upon 
his head: contact... splat... Joy! 

Regrettably, I never got to see ol' Chuck's face, for 
immediately upon contact, large angry men with 
outstretched hands were right behind me. All I 
could do was laugh heartily and let them tackle me. 
I was arrested by none other than Humboldt County 
Sheriff Dennis Lewis and spent eight pleasant days 
at the lovely Humboldt County Inn. 

The media, in its quest for fickleness, focused a lot 
of attention on the flavor of the pie. Sheriff Lewis 
proclaimed it apple; BBB spokesperson Blackberry 
confirmed that opinion. Hurwitz, in his own inimi- 
cal way, joked, "Too bad it's peach. I like black- 
berry." What does one say about a man who can't 
recognize an All-American apple pie, even when he 
and his stained suit are on the receiving end of one? 

Even Newton himself, that great advocate of tak- 
ing the world apart as if it were a spiritless machine, 
needed an apple upside the head to understand the 
force of gravity . May the apple mush upon Hurwitz's 
head serve as a reminder to some and a discovery to 
others that Maxxam is subject to gravity as well. 

This action is dedicated to the Bison Action Group, 
to a certain activist up in BC who pied the President 
of MacMillan-Bloedel and to Robert Hoyt for his 
inspiring song about apple pie. 


As well as defending Headwaters, activists in Northern California are delaying logging operations at 
Dillon Creek. In the action pictured above, three lockdowns and a road occupation stopped logging for 
a day. Two climbers locked down in the 50-foot high crow's nest of a skyline log yarder. 


Human Domination Index* 

Percentage of Earth's land surface occupied by row-crop agriculture or 
urban-industrial areas: 10-15 
Amount of land surface transformed by human action: 
Between one-third and one-half 

Primary force in the loss of biological diversity worldwide: 

Land transformation 
Second greatest factor in extinction: 

Invasion of nonnative species 

Current rate of species extinction compared to that before humanity's 
dominance of Earth: 100 to 1,000 times greater 

Percentage of Earth's bird species that have been driven to extinction 
by human activities over the past two millennia: 25 

Percentage of mangrove ecosystems globally transformed or destroyed 
by human activity: 50 

Percentage of recognized marine fisheries that were overexploited or 
already depleted in 1995: 22 

Percentage of rivers that run unimpeded in the United States: 2 
Number of operational dams in the world: 36,000 

Percentage of Earth's river runoff that is evaporated as a consequence of 
human manipulations: about 6 

Estimated number of white abalone inhabiting a hectare of seafloor off 
the coast of Catalina Island in 1967: 10,000 

Number of white abalone a recent census found in the same hectare of 

seafloor: 3 

Percentage increase in the concentration of carbon dioxide in the 
atmosphere since the beginning of the Industrial Revolution: 30 

Number of tons of organic chemicals (representing some 70,000 
different compounds) produced by the chemical industry each 
year: Over 100 million 

*AU statistics compiled from the July 25, 1997, issue of Science magazine. 
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Green eace 



Hie Mother Ship Takes a Blow 


by Lacey Phillabaum 

A month ago, there were 11 Greenpeace (GP) 
offices across the country employing over 400 people. 
Today there is one permanent office, and the staff 
has been trimmed to 65. 

The repercussions of this profound change will 
resonate for some time to come. Imagine if the 
Sierra Club were to go belly up, or if suddenly Earth 
First! disappeared. Surely, no one anticipated such a 
dramatic corporate downsizing within the environ- 
mental movement. Belly up? Downsizing? The words 
seem hyperbolic when the 
gargantuan budget of Green- 
peace USA has only been re- 
duced this year from $29 mil- 
lion to $21. But in a larger 
context, the membership de- 
cline has been astonishingly 
steep, from 1 million to 
400,000 in a matter of years. 

If it weren't for the dramatic 
staff reductions and the vol- 
untary support of Greenpeace 
International, to the tune of 
$4 million, GP USA wouldn't 
be able to keep its doors open 
through the year. 

A Piece of the Rock 

From the days of its found- 
ing in 1 9 7 1 by Canadian activ- 
ists opposing US nuclear tests, 
the rise of Greenpeace has been 
that of the underdog done 
good. The nascent Greenpeace 
tapped into the environmental sentiment of the time 
with campaigns to save whales and baby seals, then 
stepped aside to let the money roll in. 

The name itself struck a fancy, and many groups 
across this continent and the world over started 
using it independently. What the fledgling groups 
lacked in organizational skills and management 
philosophy was more than compensated for by 
enthusiasm and passion. The structure of the world's 
largest environmental organization grew without 
rhyme or reason. 

In 1987, the disparate groups in the US joined to 
form Greenpeace USA, which has a central board, 
voting members and is part of Greenpeace Interna- 
tional. The international organization is headquar- 
tered in Amsterdam and has offices in 32 countries, 
the total budgets of which reach $149 million. 
Today, holdout groups like Greenpeace Hawaii and 
Greenpeace London who buck membership in the 
larger organization are rare. 

That Greenpeace USA accepts no money from 
governments or corporations, and has only recently 
accepted foundation grants, speaks to the strength of 
the corporation. Much of that strength arose from 
the national canvass, which stood as the grassroots 
foundation of Greenpeace USA for 20 years. 

Restructuring 

As Greenpeace spokesperson Andrew Davies points 
out, there would be something wrong with an 
organization of activists if such monumental changes 
were met with silence. If controversy is the standard 
of health, then Greenpeace is certainly alive and 
kicking. Every aspect of the "restructuring," from 
process to implementation and justification is be- 
ing hotly debated. 

In addition to closing the field offices and firing 
the vast majority of its employees, Greenpeace USA 
is realigning its campaign priorities to conform to 
the priorities of Greenpeace International and to 
recapture the interest of contributors. The focus on 
toxics and ocean issues will be shifted to forests and 
climate campaigns, the campaigns of Greenpeace 
International. Financial operations will be tightly 
monitored, and fundraising will focus on the 
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monthly giving program, soliciting major donors 
and keeping current members. In the recent past, 
the canvass and direct mail were the primary means 
by which GP USA solicited funds and new members. 

Though Greenpeace USA originally announced 
that every regional office would be closing and only 
the Washington, DC office would remain open, 
campaigners are continuing their work across the 
country. Davies reports that the campaigners in San 
Francisco, Seattle, Anchorage, Chicago, Boston and 
possibly New Orleans will stay put for now, as 34 of 
the 44 members of the campaign staff are being 


retained. Even the future of the DC office may be up 
in the air, according to Greenpeace USA board 
member Andy Mahler, who recognizes that the 
realm of possible political change coming out of DC 
is wedded to the current political structure. 

In addition, Greenpeace USA claims that the 
restructuring will return the organization to the 
bold, theatrical and principled action group it 
once was. That rhetoric doesn't sit well with Brad- 
ley Angel, a Greenpeace campaigner in the former 
San Francisco office mounting a campaign to re- 
verse the board decision, who notes that the toxics 
campaign has been engaged in just such actions. 
He calls the restructuring a return to "the days of 
white boys in boats." 

Process 

For the disgruntled staff of Greenpeace, the problem 
starts with the way in which the decision to radically 
alter the organization was made. The staff answers to 
the senior management, the management answers to 
the board and the board, according to Angel, should 
answer to the voting members. Any employee of 
Greenpeace who has been with the organization for at 
least six years and who participates in board elections 
every year qualifies as a voting member. At present, 
there are 172 voting members. 

Board member Mahler attributes the board's deci- 
sion to downsize to the "relentless logic of the 
numbers." The financial decline of Greenpeace has 
been well known, but the gravity of the situation 
was seriously underappreciated by the manage- 
ment. Greenpeace International, however, was keep- 
ing its own set of books and knew the size and 
trajectory of the decline. They pushed for stronger 
cutbacks to stop the hemorrhaging. Executive Di- 
rector Barbara Dudley, who had taken hard hits for 
the two previous spasms of downsizing that took 
the organization from 30 field offices to 1 1, refused. 
Only when Dudley resigned was a competent, expe- 
rienced and objective analysis finally attained. At 
that point, the situation was dire and the time was 
long since past to develop possible new models for 
the restructured' organization. Mahler says that as 
recently as June, such drastic changes seemed be- 


yond the realm of possibility or necessity. Indeed, 
board chair Joanne Kliejunas assured staff in June 
that, "the board has no dream of eliminating the 
canvass." Not long after, under threat of not meet- 
ing payroll, the board began evaluating the sce- 
narios and models for immediate change. It quickly 
became apparent that there was truly only one 
possible direction to take, or else the doors of 
Greenpeace USA would close. At that point, says 
Mahler, it would have been "disingenuous" to elicit 
the input of the staff, as the size and scope of the 
problem required immediate action and the inevi- 
table had to be accepted. Nonetheless, Mahler calls 
it the hardest decision he's ever had to make. In fact, 
he resigned earlier this month, citing the pain of 
having to make a decision when every available 
option violated principles he holds dear. 

And in the End 

While the organization cites financial problems 
and pressures from Greenpeace International as 
the reasons for the reduction of the toxics cam- 
paign, Angel and others see different motives at 
work. In fact, Angel calls the financial reasoning a 
"bald faced lie." 

Angel claims that those on the board who didn't 
like the toxics work, particularly Mike Roselle (who 
resigned from the board in August), used the crisis as 
an opportunity to cut it. Mike Matthews, an ex- 
staffer in California, agrees, saying that "clearly po- 
litical decisions" were at work, as the budgets of the 
forest and climate campaigns have been increased, 
while "much of the work with toxics and radioactive 
waste has been deprioritized." There are, in fact, 12 
new positions in the climate and forests campaigns 
that won't be affected by the cuts. 

No one denies that cutting the toxics campaign is 
a severe blow. The environmental movement has 
been negligent at best in its lack of support for 
environmental justice issues. In the case of the struggle 
against the dump at Ward Valley, Angel says, the 
board, "broke a solid commitment to indigenous 
people that we would put our lives on the line with 
them." In fact, Angel says "over my dead body will 
Greenpeace pull out of that fight." 

Along with its commitment to environmental 
justice issues, Greenpeace was also forced to back 
out of its implicit commitment to the canvass- 
ers — the unsung heroes of the environmental 
movement who worked morning, noon and night 
to spread the word, door to door across America. 
Most are activists and volunteers first, and paid 
environmentalists a very distant second. Not sur- 
prisingly, the two weeks notice was a painful 
shock to many. 

It seems counterintuitive that Greenpeace would 
close the canvass in the midst of a financial crisis. 
According to the canvass director, though the value 
of the canvass clearly exceeded money, every can- 
vass office was losing money. The canvass reached 
out to literally every home, inviting grassroots in- 
volvement in activist issues in a way that few other 
tactics can. Mahler frankly states that for the aver- 
age young person looking to get involved in efforts 
to protect the earth, that opportunity "may not lie 
with Greenpeace anymore." 

The cutbacks have also had a disproportionate 
effect on the people of color on Greenpeace's own 
staff, who were primarily working on toxics and 
native lands issues. That fact is glaring and painful 
for everyone involved, as Greenpeace was one of the 
first environmental organizations to diversify staff 
and program work. 

What good can come of Greenpeace USA facing 
near bankruptcy? The environmental movement 
as a whole will be challenged to carry on the work 
Greenpeace started. Greenpeace is one, large, in- 
ternational group spread out, trying to cover envi- 
ronmental issues across the world. It won't be 
Audobon, the Sierra Club or the Nature Conser- 
vancy that will step up to fill Greenpeace USA's 
shoes. The US branch of the international organi- 
zation has turned away from the uniquely Ameri- 
can style of organizing which the radical environ- 
mental movement pursues in this country. The 
best we can hope for, in Greenpeace's absence, is a 
cooperative network of smaller, community-based 
groups. And this, in Mahler's mind, is a healthier 
political model for us to adopt. 




Massive Mine Undermined 



by Alexis Lathem 

The environmental assessment for 
one of the world's largest industrial 
complexes is currently underway in 
the heart of Eastern North America's 
greatest wilderness. The Voisey's Bay 
Nickel Company (owned by Inco) has 
proposed to extract an estimated 1 50- 
million tons of nickel, cobalt and 
copper ore from a massive sulfur body 
in the fertile, forested valley between 
Voiseys and Antakalek Bays, in re- 
mote northern Labrador. Approxi- 
mately 35-million tons of waste rock 
will be dumped over forests, marshes 
and bogs intersected by numerous 
wild, unspoiled rivers. Approximately 


waste rock will be stored in ponds 
and discharged into presently un- 
spoiled marine environments, along 
with millions of tons of acid-generat- 
ing tailings. Roads, airstrips, shipping 
docks, quarries, mills, power lines, 
generators, tailings impoundment, 
water diversions, sewage and workers 
facilities will be constructed. In the 
end the company presumes it will 
rehabilitate the site "to approach pre- 
development conditions." 

Innu and Inuit Blockade — 
and Win 

Despite the fact that the environmen- 
tal review process is only beginning, the 
Voisey's Bay Nickel company began 
construction of a road and an airstrip 
this summer. The company attempted 
to treat this "advanced exploration in- 
frastructure" as a separate project and 
not as a part of the project under review. 
Aboriginal groups tried to stop the con- 
struction in court, arguing that the en- 
vironmental assessment process was 
being undermined; but the Newfound- 
land Supreme Court ruled against them. 
The Innu and Inuit appealed, and as the 
case dragged on, construction contin- 
ued. On August 20, the first Inuit pro- 
testers arrived at the construction site; 
over the next two days, Innu from com- 
munities in Labrador and Quebec joined 
them, and by August 23, 300 protesters 
were at the site, halting all work. They 
stockpiled food and supplies and were 
prepared to remain for as long as neces- 
sary. On August 28, a temporary injunc- 
tion was won, preventing any further 
construction until the appeal is decided. 

Lessons in Respect 

While the company was pushing 
ahead with its plans to go ahead with 


the road this summer, the environ- 
mental assessment charade was tak- 
ing place. All along the Atlantic sea- 
board, from the lower north shore of 
Quebec to the northernmost commu- 
nity in Labrador, residents of coastal 
communities turned out to testify at 
the scoping sessions and express their 
anxieties, anger, bitterness and oppo- 
sition — but never their approval or 
consent. Although Labradorians are 
depicted by the government and the 
press as eager for the jobs the mines 
will provide, their comments expressed 
both cynicism about the promise of 
jobs as well as a profound attachment 
to the land. 

But it was the aboriginal people, 
particularly the Innu, who turned out 


"I would be very cautious and take us 
very seriously... because a lot of young 
people are very frustrated." 

Innu Elders spoke of their early years 
in and around Voisey's Bay, of a life 
that was so remote it is incredible that 
living witnesses exist. They spoke of 
reverence, reciprocity, respect; of 
cosmologies, dreams and animal mas- 
ters. The younger Innu that followed 
knew that these concepts would need 
interpretation, that the dignity ex- 
pressed by their Elders would be mis- 
understood stating, "The Elders are 
saying to you guys, respect... They 
respect the animals. They respect the 
land. They respect the company." 

The Innu's past experiences with 
governments have given them little 
reason to have faith. It is not likely 
that the Environmental Impact State- 
ment will reflect the subtleties of the 
complex world view of the aboriginal 
people. Once the formality of "listen- 
ing" has concluded, it will be busi- 
ness as usual; or as one Innu Elder put 
it, "The government thinks the job is 
complete after they have deceived 
the people." 

Already wildlife is being harassed, 
lakes strewn with leaking fuel drums 
and caribou driven off cliffs by low- 
flying choppers. Bears have been re- 
moved to barren islands, chased off 
with rubber bullets or simply shot; 
and the Innu and Inuit, for their 
socioeconomic advancement, are 
given jobs cleaning latrines. 

Little support has come from the 
international environmental commu- 
nity, although the consequences of 
the project have international impli- 
cations. This legal victory thus pro- 
vides a real shot of encouragement to 


the communities facing the over- 
whelming project — reputed to be one 
of the most significant mineral finds 
in Canada's history with an estimated 
$4 billion already invested. 

Smelter 

Inco proposes to place its smelter 
for the ore extracted from Voisey's Bay 
in Argentia, Newfoundland, directly 
over the Grand Banks, once one of the 
world's richest fisheries. It will be 
Inco's, and the world's, largest nickel 
smelter, the greatest single source of 
| acid rain in the Western world. Any 
g conservationists working for the pro- 
I tection of marine life need to be con- 
§ cerned about this new source of acid 
and heavy-metals pollution. 

There has been a sense of inevitabil- 
ity about the Voisey's Bay proj ect since 
the mineral discovery was announced 
in 1994. Yet Inco still must overcome 
enormous obstacles (technological, 
political and economic) before it can 
begin operating in a place locked in 
ice six months of the year and entirely 
without infrastructure. If Inco suc- 
ceeds in developing this intractable 
wilderness, it will be the first success 
out of many attempts to do so. In 
June, it was announced that the project 
will be delayed a year due to unsettled 
land claims negotiations. 

One of Earth's Roadless 
Places 

The Voisey's Bay Nickel company 
almost got away with building a road 
in one of the world's largest roadless 
areas without so much as an environ- 
mental review. If it had not been for the 
Innu and Inuit protest, they would 
have succeeded. This area is among 
the very few places on the continent 
that remains relatively unchanged 
since the first European colonizers ar- 
rived over 500 years ago. In fact, it is 
one of the few such places in the 
world, particularly among lowland, 
coastal areas, that remains ecologi- 
cally undisturbed. For its unspoiled 
freeflowing rivers, its populations of 
caribou, wolves, bears, raptors, whales, 
dolphins, seals and other species that 
have been driven to near extinction 
elsewhere, this region ought to be 
prized and protected. 

Letters Needed 

The injunction against roadbuilding 
is only temporary. Write to the Cana- 
dian and Newfoundland governments 
demanding that their own Environ- 
mental Assessment be adhered to, 
thereby denying the company any 
permits to start work. 

Write to Kevin Alyward, Minister of 
Environment, POB 8700, St. Johns, 
NF A1B 4J6; Christine Stewart, Minis- 
ter of Environment, Terrace de la 
Chaudiere, 10 Wellington St., Hull 
Quebec K1A 0H3 Canada. 

The Innu need to know you sup- 
port them, so please send copies of 
your letters to Katie Rich, General 
Delivery, David Inlet, Labrador A0P 
1A0 Canada. 

The Environmental Assessment in- 
cluding the transcripts, is posted on 
the internet: (http://www.ceaa.gc.ca/ 
english/panel/voisey/voisey/ 
etransc.html). For more info contact 
Friends of Nitassinan, POB 804, 
Burlington, VT 05402; (802) 425-3820. 


1 6 -million tons— of acid-generating 


in force. Their testimony was angry, 
defiant and at times even menacing: 


Bison Activist Sentenced 

On March 23, 1997, Del via Wilson 
dumped a bucket of bison entrails 
front of Secretary of Agriculture Dan 
Glickman, US Senator Conrad Burns 
and Montana Governor Marc Had 
In August. Dc-lyla was convicted 
disnrdv lyr onduol and misdemea 
assault against Governor Racicot in a 
Montana state court and was sen- 
tenced to 190 days in jail and $1,090 
in fines. Fortunately, that sentence 
was stayed pending appeal. At sen- 
tencing. Justice Egeland told Delyla, 
" rhe court would not condone ac- 
tions such as yours... the people of 
Montana should be freeto gather with- 
out fear of people such as yourself." 

In federal court, Delyla is charged 
with two counts of assault on a con- 
gressional, cabinet or Supreme Court 
member. The two-day federal jury trial 
is set to begin on October 6 and carries 
possible penalties of two years in the 
federal pen and $10,000 in lines 

The state of Montana slaughtered a 
record 1,100 bison last winter. The 
Bison Action Group is calling for an 
international day of protest against 
tins practice on September 30. For 
moie information, or toe ontnbulc to 
the Delyla Wilson defense fund, con- 
tact POB 7326, Bozeman, M l 59771. 

< J e n et icall y Engi neered 
Organic Tomatoes? 

'flic Oxford American dictionary de- 
fines the word organic as "of or formed 
from living things." Consumers gener- 
ally define organic foods as those pro- 
duced naturally, without the use of 
toxic ( hemicals, drugs nr factory-farm 
techniques But how the dictionary, 
organic farmers or millions of Aineri 
can consumers define "organic" may 
soon become a moot point since the 
United States Department of Agricul- 
ture (USDA) will be defining in legally 
binding terms exactly what "organic" 
means. And not in a pithy phrase, but 
rather in what is expected to he a 600- 
page document. Given the history of 
the USDA, many are worried abouf the 
impact of these new federal regulations 
on the natural foods industry. 

According to several inside sources in 
Washington who have seen the pro- 
posed rules, the USDA not only intends 
to disregard the National Organics Stan- 
dards Board’s explicit ban on geneti- 
cally engineered food and intensive con- 
finement of farm animals, but vyillactu- 
ally make it illegal for regional or m n- 
gover 

course if the USDA gets away with this 
in t he Uni ted States, their eventual strat- 


egv will be to use the I 
tficGATl World Iradet 
fora i i.r ipe arid other 


tionto 

then organic standaids as well. 

I ailing to label genetically engineered 
food is a dicey issue fo, the USDA, 
there is strong pub! 
mg. A February 1997 poll 
t >:e’ > -’H >>,->. *.,!.• -Ls S 

percent of American consumers want 
to see mandatory labeling of geneti- 
cally engineered loods, 73 percent of | 
whom claim to "feel strongly" about 
this i 

other countries have expressed similar 
views. Partly as a result of this contro- 
versy, sales .of products labeled as 1§ 
ganic" have increased dramatically. 

De-pue warnings fmm jn in. leas- 
ing number of scientists, this year a 
wide variety of genetically engi neered 
foods will be placed, unlabeled, on 
supermarket shelves. Literally thou- 
sands of products — including nearly | 
all non-organic processed foods — will 
soon include some genetically engi- 
neered ingredients. 
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groups of plant species on a natural 
"raft" formed by the breakup of the 
ancient supercontinent Gondwana. 

It may be that even older plants are 
yet to be disioveied in oihci 
Gondwanan landscapes, such as 


endatii 


Bargain Basement Prices at ike BLM 


by Jeff Debonis, Public Employees 
for Environmental Responsibility 

Illegal harvesting of timber, routine 
violations of the National Environmen- 
tal Policy Act, gross mismanagement 
and ecologically destructive practices 
are taking a devastating toll on our 
public lands. We know this is the case 
for most Forest Service timber sales, but 
how many activists have ever 
heard of the Bureau of Land 
Management's (BLM) Public 
Domain Forestry program? 

The BLM, an agency within 
the Department of the Interior, 
manages more land than any 
other federal agency — over 270- 
million acres, about one-eighth 
of this country's land surface, 
most of it in the West. Despite 
its size, the BLM forestry pro- 
gram receives very little atten- 
tion. In fact, the Public Lands 
Forestry Program affects over 
12-million acres designated as 
"commercial forest lands." 

Historically, the BLM has al- 
lied itself with special interests 
in the Western states that profit 
substantially from timber cut- 
ting, mineral extraction and 
cattle grazing on public lands. 

As a result, the impact of 
unsustainable and ecologically 
damaging forest management 
practices on our public lands is severe 
and widespread. Due in large part to its 
historic emphasis on commodity pro- 
duction, the BLM is not an easy agency 
in which to promote reform, either from 
within or without. 

Most Public Domain Forestry lands 
are located in Washington, Idaho, Mon- 
tana, California and east of the Cas- 
cades in Oregon. The bulk of the acreage 
cut by BLM is dry, characterized by low- 
site productivity and ecological frailty. 
Many of these timber sales are on the 
north slopes of drainages and, once cut, 
cannot be regenerated. 

For the past two years, Public Em- 
ployees for Environmental Responsi- 
bility (PEER) has studied the BLM's 
Public Domain Forestry and timber 
program with the ultimate goal of de- 
funding and eliminating it. Prelimi- 


nary research indicates that the BLM 
routinely violates its own planning as- 
sumptions and allows timber cutting 
in excess of sustainable and planned 
quantities. Significant amounts of 
money are lost on timber sales, and 
post-logging reforestation require- 
ments are not enforced. These damag- 
ing practices harm forest ecosystems, 
destroy wildlife habitat and riparian 


as half the timber cutis never paid for. 

There are also findings of gross non- 
compliance with the National Envi- 
ronmental Policy Act (NEPA). In many 
cases, the BLM relies on NEPA docu- 
ments completed 10 to 15 years ago, 
with no updated analyses and little or 
no public input or "scoping" as the 
Act requires. Compounding the quag- 
mire, NEPA documents are generally 
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Post logging reforestation requirements are not enforced" — typical Public Domain Forestry lands in Idaho 


systems and diminish the quality and c 
value of recreational opportunities. t 
In some instances, the volume of an- 
nual timber extraction is equivalent to r< 
the total amount of timber that was d 
programmed to be cut for the entire e 
decade. In Burley, Idaho, the BLM sold 1 
three times as much timber in one year i 
as it was supposed to sell in 10 years, and s 

in Lakeview, Oregon, during the past 1 
three years it sold an average of 55 \ 

percent more timber than its allowable c 
sale quantity. One sale went from 70 t 
acres to over 300 acres. Other illegal s 
activities include continuous and ex- 1 
cessive road building into fragile areas ( 
without conducting the cumulative ef- i 
fects analysis required by law. Due to 1 
rampant timber theft and a lack of fiscal i 

and contractual accountability, BLM's 1 
own employees estimate that as much 1 

_ , POCTLAHD BIRD I* A 6REAT BUIE 

VT \ ss-SIheronwho lives TWuxxwxn - the 

Ns] ,4; vCWJERVUm'E.AND ENJOTi 
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considered out of date five years after 
they have been written. 

PEER'S research is documented in six 
reports. PhantomForests reveals the out- 
dated, inaccurate and incomplete for- 
est inventories the BLM uses as the 
basis for planning timber sales. Where 
Timber Beasts Rule the Earth focuses on 
systematic over-cutting and routine vio- 
lations of allowable sale quantities, 
which are the maximum harvest levels 
consistent with sustainable forests. Sav- 
age Salvage exposes agency abuse of the 
salvage timber sale process. Never Mind 
NEPA exposes widespread BLM non- 
compliance with federal laws regard- 
ing environmental evaluations of tim- 
ber sales. Timber Sale Maladministration 
reveals that as much as half the timber 
harvested from Public Domain Forest 
lands is removed without payment; 

and Land of No RetumS 
P^h|||||iL documents devastating 
, ♦•'V-.,'- Hi losses to taxpayers from 
this wasteful, money- 
losing corporate subsidy 
estimated to be $30 mil- 
lion over five years. This 
amount is only the 
acutal dollars lost. The 
environmental costs are 
incalcuable. 

PEER'S next steps will 
include a campaign at 
the congressional and 
administrative levels to 
de-fund the program 
through the appropria- 
tions process. Com- 
paratively speaking, 
this program should be 
the easiest of the "green 
scissors" type corporate 
subsidies needing to be 
"zeroed out." 

Copies of these re- 
ports can be obtained 
by writing to PEER at 
2001 "S"St. NW, Suite 
570, Washington, DC 
20009, (202)265-7337. 
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Carol organizes a weekend vigil at a 
local state park that adjoins a river 
where salmon are fished. Carol 
•Stands on a picnic table and uses a 
• megaphone to address 'Salmon 
SheiulwM'ss "Carol annotmcfes 
that at dawn the following day, all 
'Salmon First!' members will board a 
boat equipped with wooden bats 
and seek out anyone who is fishing 
for salmon. Those fishing will be 
warned to stop immediately. Carol 
encourages the members to use 
whatever physical means are neces- 
sary to prevent the anglers from 
fishing. 'Death to anglers; vive les 
salmon,' cries Carol! 

A group of campers overhears 
Carol's plans and immediately calls 
the state police. Carol is arrested for 
inciting to riot..." Is she guilty? 

The correct answer is no, Carol is 
not guilty of inciting a riot because 
the event is planned for the next day. 

Toxic Waste Barge Sinks 

In August, abarge transporttngmore 
than 300 tons of toxic sludge from 
the chemical fertilizer factory Haifa 
Chemicals sunk for unknown rea- 
sons roughly half a mile offHaifaPort 
iicji Israel. Haifa Chemicals uses such 
barges to dump 50,000 tons of toxic 
sludge in international water every 
year. The sludge is very acidic and 
contains a variety of toxic heavy met- 
als: mercury, zinc, lead, cadmium, 
arsenic, chrome and nickel. 

"The barge may have been over- 
loaded with toxic sludge," said Ofer 
Ben Dov, a campaigner from the 
Greenpeace Mediterranean Office. "In 
any case, what happened syas an irre- 
sponsible act because the toxic sludge 
might eventually leak and severely 
effect the marine environment of 


In July, the M 
ment declared tha 
cease by the enc 
i$ppihatic dumpi 
the sea has long b< 




BOYCOTT THE RECREATION FEE 
DEMONSTRATION PROCRAM 


by Scott Silver 

The Forest Service's new "Recreation Fee Demonstration 
Program," now being introduced nationwide, is a prime 
example of what can be expected from unholy partnerships 
involving big business and the federal government. This 
program, requiring trail-users to pay $3 a day, or $25 a year, 
to access wilderness areas and other public lands represents 
the thin edge of a very thick wedge. Driving this wedge deep 
into national recreation policy are foreign and domestic 
recreation corporations and their wise-use supporters. 

Perhaps the most important player in this arena is the 
ubiquitous, but little known, American Recreation Coali- 
tion (ARC). This business consortium has 
literally taken control of America's recre- 
ation policies. ARC seeks to motorize, 
privatize and commercialize all of 
America's public lands for the benefit 
\ggS r of its corporate and wise-use supporters. 
While you may not have heard of ARC, it 
has already established footholds everywhere: from the 
chief-of-staff serving the new Forest Service chief, to the 
advisory board of the Congressionally-created National 
Forest Foundation. The recreation fee program itself is a 
special kind of joint venture, known as a Challenge Cost- 
Share Partnership (CCSP), in this case involving ARC and 
the US Forest Service. ARC is helping foot the bill for the 
program's implementation. 

In recent years, federal recreation land managers have had 
to endure severe funding cuts. These cuts were not made in 
order to eliminate government waste or to reduce the 
federal deficit, as the public has been led to believe. These 
cuts are part of a carefully orchestrated strategy by sympa- 
thetic congresspeople working hand-in-glove with the wise- 
use movement — a strategy calculated to co-opt public lands 
for corporate profit and to guarantee "motorized recre- 
ational access" without future restrictions. The American 
public will be seeing many more Challenge Cost-Share 
Partnerships in the future unless public funding can some- 
how beTeSTOred for maintenance of our national parks and 

public lands. While a few of these CCSPs may address real 
needs, monetary profit will be the sole motivation of many 
corporate sponsors of these programs. 

Much of America's worst recreation legislation is being 
crafted by the staunchly anti-environmental Senator Frank 
Murkowski (R-AK). According to the American Land Rights 
Association, a rabid wise-use organization, "Derrick Crandall, 
president of the American Recreation Coalition, is leading 
an effort for a new Recreation 'Super-Bill.' He is lobbying 
Senator Frank Murkowski toward including his recreation 
wish list in a bill Murkowski is considering..." 

ARC represents more than 100 industry organizations. 
Included on its member list are dozens of motor boat, jet-ski, 
RV, motorcycle, off-road vehicle and snowmobile manufac- 
turers and associations. The remainder of the coalition repre- 
sents a diverse range of interests: ski area associations, public 
lands concessionaires, campground associations, sporting 
equipment manufacturers, tour associations, petroleum com- 
panies, the National Rifle Association and Walt Disney. Not 
one hiking, backpacking or environmental organization is 
included on this list (though there are some pretenders). 

At last year's Western States Coalition's Summit, ARC 
participated on a panel moderated by People for the West 
president and wise-use leader, Bob Quick. The panel sought 
to answer the question, "Are domestic natural resources 
important anymore?" This panel concluded "that although 
outright wins are unlikely, lobbying can define the issues 
favorably." The alternative, they said, is to let Vice President 
A1 Gore and others set the agenda for the environment. 

ARC has positioned itself perfectly for the task of "defin- 
ing issues." Through its Recreation Roundtable, ARC pro- 
vides "landmark research... on recreation motivations, sat- 
isfactions and barriers which is now shaping federal agency 
decision-making and is likely to prompt new, cooperative 
research on public recreation wants between the public and 
private sectors." And, on Michael Dombeck's first day as 
chief of the US Forest Service, he proudly declared, "Francis 
Pandolfi will serve as my chief of staff. Mr. Pandolfi comes 
with very broad experience... including [serving as] chair- 
man of the Recreation Roundtable." 

Perhaps ARC'S greatest influence upon the future of recre- 
ation will be through its advisory position on the National 
Forest Foundation (NFF). As the official nonprofit partner of 
the US Forest Service, NFF attracts corporate sponsors, other 
foundations and individuals with the incentive of matching 


funds from Congress. In addition, 

NFF solicits funds from the 
private sector to match the 
challenge cost-share pro- 
gram of the US Forest 
Service. The Forest 
Service is prohib- 
ited by law from 
soliciting outside 
funding and 
NFF is expressly 
permitted to 
fulfill that 
function. It's a 
truly amazing 
loophole — a gov- 
ernment-sanc- 
tioned private foundation, set up by Congress to do for the 
Forest Service what the Forest Service itself may not do 
legally — attract corporate sponsors and partners. Naturally, 
the NFF represents big business and extractive industries. 
NFF's chair is a merchant banker, its vice-chair a petroleum 
executive and its secretary a cattle rancher. ARC president 
Derrick Crandall sits on NFF's national advisory board. 

ARC'S Recreation Roundtable's priorities include oppos- 
ing proposals for a federal tax on motorized recreation 
products to support state wildlife programs. Consistent 
with this policy, the Fee Demonstration Program targets 
only hikers, picnickers, stream fishers and similar non- 
motorized recreationists. 

As partner to the USFS, ARC'S efforts include explaining the 
fee program to the recreation industry and recreation enthu- 
siasts, as well as assisting in the evaluation of the demonstra- 
tion projects. Yet the slick pamphlets on the program avail- 
able at Forest Service offices make no mention of ARC, and the 
comment forms ask you only how fees should be spent, not 
whether or not there should be any fees at all. 

ARC has positioned itself perfectly. In financing this 
demonstration fee program, ARC has bought the right to 
evaluate the program upon its termination and to report 
to Congress on how the public liked it. ARC, in exchange 
for its financial contribution, also gets to assist Congress 
in crafting the Permanent Recreation Fee System which 
will certainly follow. . 

Who cares what ARC tells Congress, you might ask? If 
you're a backcountry hiker, bird-watcher, 
fisher or even just a picnicker who enjoys 
the unspoiled outdoors as a place to es- 
cape from the world of corporate-driven 
commercialism and consumerism, then 
you had better take serious note of what 
ARC envisions for the future of recreation 
on America's public lands. The most com- 
plete source for information on ARC'S interests is ARC'S own 
website, www.cais.com/arc/. 

ARC has also proposed that Congress create a National 
Recreation Lakes Program, which would emphasize "appro- 
priate private sector investment in water-dependent recre- 
ational enterprises." The plan envisions no restrictions on 
motorized watercraft, no federal control of lake fisheries, 
privatization of public property, land-use planning exemp- 
tions, corporate tax breaks and control of surrounding lands 
for other motorized uses. ARC has generated many similar 
policy statements and proposals, covering the entire range 
of recreational settings and experiences. 

As the Executive Director of Wild Wilderness, a group 
whose mission is "to maintain and enhance opportunities for 
undeveloped recreation," I have a problem with the Ameri- 
can Recreation Coalition and its agenda. For this reason I have 
chosen to engage in a bit of civil disobedience and boycott the 
Recreation Fee Demonstration Program. To encourage others 
who might wish to follow suit, Wild Wilderness has produced 
windshield stickers that trailhead users can display instead of 
those available from ARC and its government partners. The 
Wild Wilderness sticker consists of a circle and slash symbol 
on which is written the words "Trail Fee." We don't guarantee 
that you won't be ticketed for your disobedience, but if 
enough people protest this fee, we might make a difference. 
It is up to the public to put a stop to further privatization of 
our National Heritage. Once it's sold, it's gone forever. Let's 
stop ARC and its accomplices before it's too late. Please 
boycott this program. 

Windshield stickers can be obtained by sending a SASE to Wild 

Wilderness, 248 NW Wilmington Avenue, Bend, OR 97701. 

[The back cover of this issue shows one of the new permits.] 
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STAMP OUT EASTSIDE FIRE SALES 


by Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project 

In response to recent fires, the For- 
est Service has proposed a series of 
disastrous salvage sales in eastern Or- 
egon. The Summit, Bull, Tower Fire, 
'96 Roadside and Over timber sales 
could seriously impair water quality, 
fish runs and soil sta- 
bility in the area. The 
Summit sale alone calls 
for logging an astound- 
ing 110 million board 
feet of timber. 

Scientists have called 
on the Clinton admin- 
istration to recognize 
that logging in burned areas within three to five years 
of the fire is inadvisable, potentially destabilizing 
soils and pouring sediment into creeks, jeopardizing 
sensitive fish runs. Scientists also warn against log- 
ging on steep slopes or highly erosive soils in burned 
areas. Despite this, the Summit Fire Recovery Project 
on the Malheur National Forest proposes to log over 
1 1,000 acres of the 28,286 acres burned in the Long Creek Ranger 
District. The sale concentrates about a third of the logging in 
roadless areas at high elevations, with logging on steep slopes and 
highly erosive grounds. This devastating sale would also include 
173 miles of road construction and reconstruction and toxic 
chemical poisoning of weeds and gophers. Many of the remaining 
live trees in the burned area would be logged. 

Similarly, the Bull, Tower Fire, '96 Roadside and Over sales are 






all in areas burnt in 1996, and prescribe heavy removal of remain- 
ing trees, including some live trees. The Tower Fire sale would 
remove live and dead trees on the edge of both a roadless area and 
the North Fork John Day Wilderness. None of the Environmental 
Assessments for these sales presented a full range of alternatives to 
logging, for instance noncommercial restoration or closure of 
unneeded roads. 

The Forest Service has also failed to consider the cumulative impact 
of last year's extensive fires on populations of species 
that indicate the health of the forest and sensitive, 
threatened, endangered and candidate-for-listing spe- 
cies. Heavy logging of burned areas could further 
threaten species viability — especially that of wood- 
peckers dependent on periodic burns to provide forag- 
ing areas; sensitive and threatened fish runs; and elk 
already deprived of adequate cover from past logging. 

Please call for the permanent cancellation of these 
sales! For the Summit Fire 
Recovery Project and Over 
sale call or write to F. Carl 
Pence, Forest Supervisor, 

Malheur National Forest, 

431 Patterson Bridge Rd., 

POB 909, John Day, OR 
97845; (541) 575-3000. For the other 
sales write to Craig Smith-Dixon, Dis- 
trict Ranger, North Forkjohn Day Ranger 
District, Umatilla NF, POB 158, Ukiah, 

OR 97880; (541) 427-3231. 

For more information contact the Blue 
Mountains Biodiversity Project, HCR- 
82, Fossil, OR 97830. 



Victory for the Shawnee ! 


by John Wallace 

Forest critters and activists are celebrating a temporary, but 
significant victory in the decade-old fight to save the Bell Smith 
Springs area of the Shawnee National Forest. In a surprising move 
on August 22, US District Court Judge, J. Phil Gilbert instituted an 
injunction pending appeal on the cutting of shortleaf pine on land 
including and surrounding Bell Smith Springs National Natural 
Landmark. 

A History of Lies and Deceit 

The same court rejected the Shawnee Forest Plan in September 1995 
and later enjoined the US Forest Service (USFS) from any "commercial 
timber sales" until a new plan was completed. The agency wormed its 
way out of that restriction by classifying the 3,400-acre Bell Smith 
timber sales as "ecological restoration. " This perverse labeling enabled 
the Freddies to magically erase these below-cost sales from their 
program budget and charge them to (of all things) their wildlife 
account! In the late '80s the same sales were proposed, but the 
overwhelming public opposition to clearcutting and below-cost tim- 
ber sales on the Shawnee caused the agency to withdraw the proposal 
and reconsider the project. Rather than terminate the sale the Freddies 
chose to change the terminology and proceed. 

This project involves cutting pines that were planted through- 
out the '30s, '40s and '50s by the Civil Conservation Corps and 
the USFS. The agency describes these plantations as nonna- 
tive pines. However, after careful examination it was 
discovered that the 3,200 acres were not only native 
trees but were actually shortleaf pines — a state 
endangered species. 

Even though the pines were planted by 
humans, researchers have found that they 
provide vital surrogate habitat to forest- 
interior-dwelling neotropical songbirds, 
whose populations are rapidly dwindling 
in eastern US forests as a result of habitat 
fragmentation. USFS documents admit that 
the planned removal of pines from the 
forest will also result in the elimination of 
the pine warbler from the Shawnee. Agency 
biologists justify the planned extirpation 
of this small bird by claiming it is nonna- 
tive, even though the bird has been docu- 
mented consistently in southern Illinois 
since the 1870s. 

The Assault 

After a hiatus of cutting in the Shawnee, 
the peacefulness of the summer began to 
unravel when, at the end of July, NH Wood 
Products of Golconda, IL, punched a log- 
ging road into the heart of the Bell Smith 


Springs area of the forest. The USFS closed a 350-acre section of the 
forest to anyone but corporate timber thieves and law enforcement 
personnel. Activists were ticketed for not providing proof of insur- 
ance for vehicles and for posting literature and signs in the forest. 
After completing 3/4 of a mile of road, the timber purchaser appeared 
to pull out of the sale area. Again an uneasy calm settled over Bell 
Smith canyon until August 12. A day earlier, USFS personnel told an 
activist that no action had been taken by any other contractor on the 
project. However, by morning another 145-acre timber sale site had 
already been cordoned off and closed to the public, and Westvaco 
began felling trees. . 

When protesters finally did make it to the site of the new logging 
operation on the following day, the cops stepped up the level of 
harassment. All demonstrators who had cars parked in the vicinity 
were forced to produce proof of insurance and valid driver's licenses. 
When Joe Glisson arrived on the scene, he was told to "shut up or go 
to jail," by a Pope County Deputy. After calmly stating that he would 
not shut up, he was placed under arrest. He returned to the logging 
site immediately after his release from jail, whereupon he, the vehicle 
and its driver were searched relentlessly by state police. USFS enforce- 
ment even brought out a "drug sniffing dog" to assist in the uncon- 
stitutional and unsuccessful search. 

It Ain't Over Yet! 

The injunction has brought a short reprieve for the forest and 
its inhabitants. Although Westvaco logged about 10 acres, it 
was forced to pull its crew, a logskidder and feller-buncher out 
of the Shawnee to the delight of local activists. The struggle to 
truly restore our native ecosystems will continue, however, as 
this is only a temporary victory. Direct action and public 
education campaigns have been some of the most effective 
tools in curtailing the timber beast mentality in the Shawnee. 
If the word is effectively brought out, it will not be difficult to 
convince the public that bulldozers, log skidders and feller- 
bunchers quickly degrade an ecosystem, rather than restore it 
as USFS hacks would have us believe. "Ecological restoration, " 
my ass! We must put an end to this facade once and for all! 

A campaign has been launched to counter the USFS subter- 
fuge, and public opposition is growing. Several rallies and 
marches have readily turned out 70 to 100 vocal protesters, 
reminiscent of the Shawnee Summer of 1 990. The mainstream 
press is giving a lot of time and space to covering the issue and 
the local paper is daily bombarded with letters expressing 
outrage over the agency's plan to log the watershed of one the 
region's premier natural areas. 

Come to the Shawnee's Midwest Rendezvous at the end of 
September and help protect this special area. Come to have 
fun, learn from other activists and frolic in the spring pools of 
Bell Smith Springs! 

For more information about the Rendezvous contact Shawnee 
EF! at 913 S. Illinois Ave., Carbondale, IL 62901; (618) 549- 
7387; email: beanz@siu.edu. 
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Blockade Interrupts 
Raw Log and Woodchip 
Exports to Canada 



by Orin Langelle 

Logging operations near Duxbury, Vermont were 
shut down for the day when two Native Forest 
Network (NFN) activists locked themselves to heavy 
machinery with U-locks at dawn on August 19. 
Disgruntled employees of the timber contractor 
were forced to stand idly by as the landowner 
refused to allow police to be called. 

Activists from both NFN and Earth First! pro- 
tested liquidation logging, clearcutting and raw 
log and woodchip export. Up to 75 percent of this 
cut is headed for Quebec, Canada to a Domtar 
paper mill. Domtar is a multinational timber com- 
pany partially owned and subsidized by the gov- 
ernment of Quebec. 

"We sent a clear message to the timber industry 
that Vermont is not a resource colony for multina- 
tionals to exploit, " said Anne Petermann of the 
NFN. "There was almost no economic benefit to 
anyone in the state or nearby communities — all we 
got was thousands of acres of ruined forest." 

Deborah Ormsbee, one of the two NFN activists 
and a local history teacher who locked down to the 
machinery stated, "Pve seen the logging trucks go 
by all last school year bound for Canada, and I 
decided that this insanity must stop." 

On site at the shutdown was Rebecca Lightbourne 
from NFN Australia. "Australian environmental 
groups have opposed the export woodchip industry 
since it began in Australia over 20 years ago," said 
Lightbourne. "The issues are strikingly similar to 
here: loss of biodiversity, jobs and the hope for true 
ecological forestry practices." 

In 1994, 9,000 acres of wild forest land near 
Duxbury, Vermont were sold by Ward Lumber Com- 
pany to New York land speculator Keith Van Buskirk 
of American Wilderness Resources. This land was 


then divided up into small parcels. The 
parcels and corresponding timber rights 
were sold separately. The timber rights 
were finally purchased by Domtar. 

Quebecois loggers were sent to the site 
to log the 9,000 acres and ship a total of 75 
percent of the logs and chips back to 
Quebec. According to Burt Grenier of 
Grondin Industries, a mere 25 percent of 
all the hardwood sawlogs were sent to the 
Claire Lathrop mill in Bristol, Vermont. 

Domtar is a leading designer, manufac- 
turer and distributor of fine papers, pack- 
aging, pulp and forest products for North 
American and international markets and 
is one of North America's largest produc- 
ers of uncoated free sheet papers. Domtar's 
profits for 1996 totaled $96 million. Much 
of the timber from the Duxbury site is 
going to the Windsor, Quebec mill which 
has an annual production capacity of 
525,000 tons. 

Domtar is using poor logging practices. 

When a state of Vermont forester was 
asked what type of silviculture technique 
was being used at the site, he responded 
that Domtar wasn't using any silviculture 
techniques, it was just plain liquidation logging. A 
site visit reveals little regard for wildlife or aquatic 
resources; the liquidation of the forest is strictly for 
profits. This cut benefits no one, except the New 
York land speculator and Quebec corporations who 
are exploiting the lack of meaningful legislation in 
Vermont to get cheap logs quickly. 

Domtar has been described as the only company 
having the financial capital to buy all of this timber 
outright. The cut-and-run technique allows this 
operation to go against all of Domtar's own guide- 


Deb Ormsbee (bottom center) locks down. 

lines for sustainable forestry practices. 

Because Domtar is 43-percent owned by the prov- 
ince of Quebec, this logging operation is subsidized 
by the Quebec government and creates direct com- 
petition with Vermont logging companies that do 
not enjoy similar support. 

For more information contact the Native Forest 
Network, Eastern North American Resource Cen- 
ter, POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402; (802) 863- 
0571, (802) 863-2532 fax; e-mail: 

nfnena@igc. apc.org.> 


3 3-DAY SHUTDOWN AT TAYLOR RANCH! 


by Shea 

The annual festival of Santiago y Santa Ana saw the small town of San Luis, 
Colorado packed full of people. Craft and food booths lined the street, a 
continual stream of lowriders turned the half-mile drive through the middle of 
town into a 45-minute ordeal and every couple hours a parade went down the 
street only to turn around and come back up. It is unlikely, though, that you 
would've seen very many of the "unwashed environmentalists" who have been 
living in San Luis for well over a year. They were too busy with their lowrider to 
make more than a cameo appearance in the parade. 

It was an impressive 1961 Chevy Impala, hand-painted with the slogans "Ya 
Basta!" and "Stop The Logging." A 40-year-old mom of three, concerned about 
the detrimental effects of Zachary Taylor's malicious domination of the 
mountain, known as La Sierra, found herself attached to the frame of the Impala 
with a steel lockbox. La Sierra was once used communally by the people of the 
valley, but they were shut out when a North Carolina tycoon bought the 
77,500-acre ranch and prepared to log it off. Taylor blocked the people of San 
Luis from their mountain, and now the people are teaming up with environ- 
mentalists to blockade what is perhaps the largest timber sale in the continental 
US — potentially as large as 210 million board feet. 

When the local cops arrived at the blockaded entrance to the Taylor Ranch 
the lockdown lady waited for them to examine the car. It lacked any recogniz- 
able automobile parts from the windshield forward, seemed to be missing four 
tires (making it the lowest rider in town) and yet still managed to be a defiant, 
proud, honorable piece of metal and vinyl. After first failing to take note of the 
trunk full of cement, the police were further frustrated. upon discovering a 
ferocious cement, metal, wire, steel, plastic and yarn obstruction (known as a 
"dragon") blocking another entrance to the gate several miles away. 

In town, the festival centered around the logging operation that threatens to 
destroy the sustainable, traditional life-style of the Chicano farmers who have 
lived in the area for seven generations. Despite an underlying distrust of white 
outsiders, the Chicano activists and environmentalists are making monumental 
steps towards unity, realizing that we're fighting for and against the same things. 

At the blockade, locked-down activists, all of whom called themselves Bob, 
held their positions. One officer used pain compliance holds to try and remove 
the stubborn dragon Bob. She pressed and twisted and wrenched, using all the 
holds her conniving fingers could think of. It didn't work! Meanwhile, a half- 
dozen state troopers, the entire local sheriff's department and the Alamosa 
County emergency medical team worked on the removal of car Bob (on day five 


of being locked down). After much whirring of saws, they hauled him off to be 
charged. The massively-weighted Bobmobile was heaved away as well. 

Dragon Bob proved to be more of a challenge. When a county backhoe was 
called to the job, both the worker, and later his supervisor, refused to dig it out 
and showed their support of the blockade by offering the activists food and 
firewood. Next, in a stunning cops-in-tank-tops exhibition, two local undersheriffs 
went at it with shovels and breaker bars. But their hard work went for naught 
when they came back the next day to find that the concrete fairies had doubly 
reinforced the holes in the night. Fairies and activists celebrated for the next week 
while occupying a major hauling road to the Taylor Ranch. However, in the 
second week of the lockdown, the loggers used their hasty road-building skills to 
blaze a path around the blockade. Still, not very many trucks made the venture 
onto the ranch. Traffic dropped from 20 to 30 trucks a day to three or four. 

Activists are counting all of the new jobs that have been brought to the 
community as a success as well as a divide-and-conquer tactic. Taylor, who 
previously had just two locals working on the ranch, hired 15 new security 
guards from San Luis and surrounding communities. He spends $12,000 a 
month for them to sit in trucks and watch us watch them. 

With more help we could have shut down more of the gates or stopped crews 
from cutting. Logging subcontractors are leaving the Culebra watershed on La 
Sierra reportedly because of the direct action tactics of Ancient Forest Rescue 
and Culebra EF! With more help on the front lines, subcontractors will continue 
to abandon the project. 

After 33 days at the ranch gate, an action team decided to go to work on the 
other road but was foiled by ranch security in the middle of the night. The rich 
side of the battle has parabolic microphones and night scopes, which we lack. 
The blockade ended a day later with a party and further strategizing about the 
upcoming activities in September and October. The agenda includes a court 
case about traditional-use rights, a rally at the state capitol and gatherings in San 
Luis and other heinous timber sales in Colorado and court for activists who've 
been arrested. For more information contact Ancient Forest Rescue, POB 762, 
San Luis, CO 81152; (719) 672-3012. 
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The Imminent Threat 
to Apex Predators 


by Michelle Stewart 

Ocean is perhaps a better name for a 
planet whose surface is 70 percent water. 
With depths immeasurable, the sea se- 
duces us with its beauty, mystery and 
richness. While the ocean's beauty is some- 
times appreciated, its wealth is always exploited. 

The vastness of the ocean lends to the idea that for 
each fish we see or catch there must be hundreds 
more in the open sea... somewhere. It seems incon- 
ceivable that these enormous bodies of%ater have a 
yield limit. However, when the world rjjpes on the 
ocean for 1 7 percent of its overall proteinfp is unwise 
to depend on theory. We are not a speciesknown for 
our overall common sense, so we have continued to 
fish from one fisheries crash to another, tteibwing 
conservation overboard in favor of a good/mlal. 

In just one century hundreds of species have been 
threatened with extinction; in the case of sea On 
tures, the decline has been marked by an ongo 

series of fisheries 
Right whales 
hunted to the p< 
extinction in the 
part of the cen|| 
leaving only 250;Ja 
and California wati 
sardine stocks plu: 
in the 1 940s; Peru’ 
and Chilean anchb 1 
stocks did the same 
thing. Some blamed El 
Nino, others called it* 
mystery but no 
cited overfishing as 
cause of the shorta; 
Everyone agreed that 
there were "plenty of fish 



driftnets and purse seines are now well known, and 
advances have only increased the devastation. Trawl- 
ers are no longer merely fishing vessels, but instead 
are geared up as oceangoing factories. Some employ 
up to 150 people dragging in upwards of 600 metric 
tons of fish, all of which can be processed into 
marketable products by the time they reach shore. 
The guesswork has been removed from fishing; 
modern sonar allows for pinpoint accuracy. The 
fishing industry has it down to a science — one with 
little conservation perspective. 

The global fishing industry is regulated on a 
regional scale, and managers lack an international 
reach. As the industry moves forward to meet mar- 
let demand, the pace of growth quantitatively ac- 
Ierates waste. For example, driftnets became a 
blic concern when massive dolphin mortality 
brought to light. More recently, the plight of sea 
:les has called into question the practices of the 
shrimp-trawling industry. In these two cases, dol- 
phins and turtles are killed as part of the "by-catch," 
nontarget species brought up as collateral victims in 
the nets. It has been estimated that one-quarter of 
world's annual harvest is discarded as by-catch, 
ounting to 28.7 million tons. Shrimp trawlers in 
Gulf of Mexico take a by-catch of up to 35 
on red snappers each year and 1 3 billion Atlan- 
croakers (both considered overfished). One pound 
ximp is the work of 5.2 pounds of by-catch . 

nally, the shrimp industry reports an av- 
-catch of 35 percent. Australia's prawn 
, brings in 70,000 discards per night per 
vessel, consisting of some 240 species. Facing restric- 
tions in an attempt to curb the biowaste, the 
shrimping industry is slowly being reined in with 
rules and regulations lowering their allowable catch. 




Apex Predators 

Although popular concern has primarily focused 


in the sea." Meanwhile, the on dolphins or sea turtle by-catch, public scrutiny 


science of marine biology has developed in both 
partnership and head-to head-competition with the 
commercial fishing industry, both utilizing the best 
technology available. Often equally equipped, biolo- 
gists are able to predict impending damage to fisheries 
just as industry actualizes the prediction. 

In the 1970s, tire mid-Atlantic surf clam industry 
collapsed 
people 

and answers. The Quahog clami 'a species that num- ih 
icked the flavor of surf clams, was promoted as a fi 
replacement. But the surf clam collapse was an omen O' 

of shortages to come. In the next 20 years, shellfish 
industries bottomed out up and down the ccc 
Salmon numbers dwindled as did populations 
sturgeon, tuna, scallops and halibut. Fishing seasons 
began to close the same day they opened, and fisher- 
ies agencies placed moratoria on the harvi st of a 
number of species. In the 1980s, New England's 
ground fisheries came to a screeching halt. C< immu- 
nities with a 40 percent workforce investment)^ 
left dumbfounded, as annual losses amounted 
$350 million. Serving up a mixture of hope 
insecurity for those who relied on the industry' 
way of life, fisheries managers first uttered the 
"overfished" and "fully-exploited," all the while 
moting other species as "under-utilized," mar! 
them for "open season." While management age! 
cies expanded their scope of harvestable speci|j 
biologists took a comprehensive look at the situatio: 
from a different perspective: 


should be directed at the entire industry. Efforts 
have been made to change fishing practices to 
reduce accidental waste, but the industry has devel- 
oped ever-more efficient methods for taking target 
species. As on land, the marine environment has an 
established food chain. But in the sea there are 
distinctl) dmerent predator and prey dynamics, 
ed after veais of exploitation, leaving the The apex predator is the top of the food chain, 
that relied on it scrambling for compensation feeding on lesser predators. Apex predators include 
™ " ’ 1 “ ' are not limited to) swordfish, bluefin, yellow- 

ig-eye, skipjack and albacore tuna, various 
ic sharks, blue and white marlin, sailfish and 
ill spearfish. Just as the wolf plays a key role in 
system by keeping prey populations at healthy 
SO do apex predators. The sheer size and 
Of thesespecies affords djem enormous ranges; 
move fast and do not over-hunt their territo- 
alanced ecosystem interact! oi)| rely on natu- 

pors, lesser 


Supply and Demand 

As the human population has grown, the demand 
for fisheries has also risen at an alarming rate, 
accounting for two-thirds of the growth of the 
fishing industry. World population has increased 
well over a billion in the past 40 years, pushing the 
global commercial catch from 40 million tons in the 
'70s up to 72 million tons in 1993. It is as simple as 
supply and demand. To satisfy this need, technol- 
ogy improves faster than our understanding of its 
consequences. The sweeping effects of the great 
Page 12 Earth 




healthy populations; 

I :ors and prey. In 
threatened this n 
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' ' ’ shark populations 
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Ihenapex roles are I 
:edators is alleviatec 
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on sharks. Maiiy species; of sharks have 
espans but are slow-developing, taking de- 
i to reach sexual maturity. Sharks may seem to 
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mania. O’ 
ash. But 
(a lesse 
o prey 
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species. 
g and long-Tast- 




sustainable 
one year th 
use sharks do 
idling numb 
.e nets conti 
lies. Initiall 



els for many years, then sud- 
ets essentially come up empty 
afford industry the warning of 
I Breeding adults may be gone, 
e to bring up sexually-immature 
catch does not accurately 
reflect a drop in population, but when procreation 
stops, within 5 to 15 years shark fisherydTies Up. 

Currently, apex predators axe claiming fantastic 
prices on the global market. The blue fin tuna, 



Hammerhead shark caught in net 


known as the Porsche of the ocean, fetches prices of 
$30,000 to $60,000 per fish on the Japanese sushi 
market. It is so lucrative that fishing is done from 
planes using electric harpoons. Shark fins currently 
are worth $ 30/kg for use in shark fin soup, which 
sells for upwards of $150 a bowl. However, that 
premium price is only for the fins — the rest of the 
shark is worth only 60 cents a kilogram. Shark 
fishers realize that their time is better spent focusing 
on the fins; the common practice is to get the shark 
on the boat to cut off its fins and dump it back in the 
ocean — mortally wounded. 

With today's technology and such powerful fi- 
nancial incentives, the fishing industry is increas- 
ingly replacing collapsed fish stocks with apex 
predators. For example, one species of tuna origi- 
nally compensated for the loss of the cod fishery, 
and as the tuna's numbers dropped, swordfish 
replaced that. Now another species of tuna has 
begun to replace swordfish. As industry gobbles its 
way up the food chain, the future promises contin- 
ued ecosystem crashes, rather than the species-by- 
species depletion. 

The critical state of the world's fisheries is rooted 
in the continued mismanagement of the global fish 
market. The public's cry for more food is being met 
and is ultimately responsible for the demise of 
marine ecosystems. Take a hard look at your order of 
popcorn shrimp and realize that you are responsible 
for three to five pounds of dead by-catch. Gauge 
your behavior and modify it accordingly. 

Overfishing coupled with development and loss 
of habitat are creating a scenario in which weakened 
species have little chance of recovery. Ignorance 
and over exploitation of marine ecosystems will be 
written into the history books as the cause of the 
crash of the world's fishing industry. A crash of this 
proportion could lead to extinction on a scale we 
have not yet witnessed in the modern age. 

"Never before has a wake-up call from nature been 
so clear, never again will there be better opportunity 
to protect what remains of the ocean's living 
wealth." — Sylvia Earle, Former Chief Scientist, Na- 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 

The information contained in this article can be 
cross and further referenced: Natural Resources 
Defense Council. 1997. Hook, Line and Sinking: 
The Crisis in Marine Fisheries; Lemonick, M. Au- 
gust 11, 1997. Under Attack. Time Magazine; Uni- 
versity of California Press. 1982. Management of 
Marine Regions: The North Pacific; Parfit, M. No- 
vember 1985. Diminishing Returns. National Geo- 
graphic; Botsford, Castilla and Peterson. August 
25, 1997. The Management of Fisheries and Ma- 
rine Ecosystems. Science; Taylor, L. May /June 1997. 
Sea Change. Earthwatch. 
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Steelhead listed in the West 












by Michelle Stewart 

In a long-anticipated move, the National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS) has listed as threatened or 
endangered five runs of steelhead in southern Cali- 
fornia, central Washington and Idaho under the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA). The August 11 an- 
nouncement by NMFS, however, delayed the listing 
of runs in Oregon, northern California and 
California's central coast for six months, citing in- 
conclusive scientific information. NMFS also stated 
that the delay would allow officials in these areas to 
implement regional recovery plans and possibly 
avert federal oversight. 

Steelhead, noted and named for their steel blue 
coloring, are a complicated species, requiring biolo- 
gists to reassess descriptions and data constantly. 
Current knowledge places steelhead in the "Pacific 
salmon" family, even though they're categorically a 
trout. Steelhead are essentially anadromous rainbow 
trout, meaning they are born in rivers, live in the 
ocean and return to rivers to spawn. California has 
the only coastal and Idaho the only inland runs. 
Steelhead typically spend upwards of two years in 
fresh water and then migrate to the ocean, returning 



in one to three years to spawn. However, unlike 
salmon, steelhead are able to spawn more than once 
(but typically do not). 

Although regarded as a tough and rugged 
gamefish, the steelhead population has plunged to 
only ten percent of its historic stock. Twenty-three 
runs of steelhead have gone extinct; another 43 are 
in danger of the same fate. Until recently, wildlife 
agencies would not recognize the adverse (and 
lethal) effects that logging, urban development, 
agriculture, hatcheries and mining have on had 
wild runs of steelhead. 

The announcement by NMFS that the Oregon 
and California runs were not yet to receive pro- 
tection under the ESA was received with dismay 
by those working on conservation efforts. 

The delay in listing for these runs is 
following the same trajectory as 
coho salmon in Oregon and 
Northern California, as the 
coho listing was also delayed 
in order to implement re- 
gional conservation plans. 

It appears that this regional 
approach is intentionally 
cautious so as to avoid con- 
flict with private land own- 
ers while the ESA faces re- 
authorization. The Clinton 
administration also wants to 
avoid conflict with Oregon's 
popular Democratic gover- 
nor, John Kitzhaber. 

The non-listing in California and Oregon as- 
sumes that state and local agencies will formulate 
and implement recovery plans; however, the board 
of forestry in both states is not likely to change 
policy substantially, and further habitat destruc- 
tion is ultimately guaranteed. The Oregon Board of 
Forestry is already providing evidence of this by 
attempting to establish timber extraction as the 
primary purpose of the state's forests. To ensure 
that the last of the wild steelhead are not lost, we 
must pressure governments at all levels to move 
strongly on protection efforts, and rein in the 
timber industry and private land owners. 


<G> ~V 



The Breakdown 

Upper Columbia ESU*- Endangered 
Snake River Basin- Threatened 
Lower Columbia River ESU- DELAY 
Oregon Coast ESU- DELAY 
Klamath Mountains Province ESU- DELAY 
Northern CA Coast ESU- DELAY 
Central CA Coastal ESU- Threatened 
Central Valley ESU- DELAY 
South-Central CA Coast ESU- Threatened 
Southern CA ESU- Endangered 

"ESU-Evolutionarily Significant Unit 
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continued from page 3 

As usual, we can expect greed and chaos to turn a bad situation into sheer hell. 
.People will die, but not in one fell swoop f Dieback doesn't have to be fast./Our 
numbers will be ratcheted down by infant mortality^ infantTcideTearly deatFf from 
the combined effects of malnutrition and the diseases of overcrowding and 
unsanitary conditions, famine, death by violence in war and social chaos, exotic 
epidemics engendered from diseases found in previously uninhabited land, etc. 
And each time a region undergoes wrenching, violent upheaval as ethnic groups 
or social classes battle over land rights and resources, that region will grow less able 
Ito support a human population. 

If dieback is the short-term complement to overshoot, the long-term 
consequences to the (briefly) overabundant human population are grave as 
well'.' Extinction is a threat, certainly. Persistence at low numbers is 
another, more likely scenario. As in boreal forests and the arctic, wild 
swings between overhigh and very low population levels is also not 
unlikely in the unstable ecosystems left in an impoverished world of 
badly reduced vertebrate diversity. 

To biocentrists, the effects of the human boom and bust on 
other species are of equal concern. As humans explore and 
vacuum every corner of the globe for sustenance, the land and 
sea grow less able to support other creatures that share similar 
needs to our own. An overexpanding invader species like 
humans takes over and bleeds ecosystems in a descending 
order of degradation^ first, we eliminate direct competi- N 
'fit ors (wolves, bears, Neanderthals). Humans, uniquely, 
have also eliminated our own traditional predators 

f like tigers or leopards and have forced the surviving 
predator populations to eschew people as a food 
source in exchange for their lives. Second, we eliminate indirect competitors by 
(crowding them out. Agriculture monocrops, tree farms and other forms of 
ecosystem conversion and usurpation for human needs are examples of this. We 
have hunted and gathered out wild food sources, and basic ecosystem productiv- 
ity is waning; farming exhausts the soil, native plant and animal diversity; 
declines through extirpation and habitat loss, and pollution, the waste poisons 
Lof our industrial life, accumulates. 


There are those who think that human-population collapse cannot happen.!'j 
That's wishful thinking, and an example of "human exceptionism," — the ideai' 
that people are exempt from the basic economy of life. Dieback might not 
happen, but it can. Bodies have measurable needs, which makes carrying capacity 
a natural law. Minds have less measurable but equally important needs — could 
one be the need to deny the unpleasant? Because we have used our heads to come 
up with trading, regional food specialization, agricultural innovations and use of 
fossil energy, all of which allow us to overcome the limits imposed by local, 
annual ecosystem productivity, some think that we can just figure a way out of 
the coming crisis. But the facts cannot be willed away; there is a concrete, 
material number of people that can be reasonably supported by this planet, and 
we're way past that. 

What could we do to avoid the current trap? We could gracefully reduce our 
population— but that's the organized world of perfect social justice again, in 
which we do not live. We could begin the wholesale conversion of all 
biosphere productivity to human needs by replacing all wild species with 
genetically tailored varieties designed to produce food and fuel for 
humans — a repulsive possibility we are already heading towards, but 
one still requiring social controls to prevent subsequent overshoot of 
this level of increased carrying capacity, not to mention the little 
ethical problem of exterminating all other wild species. 

We're going to have to get used t o the idea that, for us at least, 
everything is not going to be all right; That suffering and death 
should be the inescapable lot of mere animals 
such as ourselves, no matter how divine our 
intellect or refined our sensibilities, strikes 
exceptionists as distasteful, impossible, 
even medieval in its mortal final- 
ity. As always it is the weak — 
the truly poor, teeming in 
squalid shantytowns — who will 
/Suffer the most. The rich can afford to feed their children. It's not fair; the already- 
wretched always get hit the hardest, not the tofu-chewing dreadhead with the 
mountain bike consuming 60 times that of the majority of people. He's got a lot 
to lose before he goes hungry. — 

One way or another, justly, fairly or not, humans will be far less numerous than 
at present. The rest of the biosphere, what's left of it, will take a quick breather. 
Natural selection forges on. — 
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Tlie Outer Beltway: Giant Asphalt 
Donut to Turn DC Into a Hole 


by Mark Robinowitz 

The Washington, DC area has probably stopped 
the construction of more stupid highways than any 
other place in the US and is one of the largest cities 
in the country without a grid of interstate highways 
in its downtown. But the Greater Washington Board 
of Trade (BOT), a group of real estate developers, is 
trying to resurrect the Outer Beltway, a series of 
major new interstates that 
would form a giant ring of 
pavement curving from the 
Appalachian Blue Ridge to the 
Chesapeake Bay (the largest 
estuary in North America). 

These highways would pave 
over many of the bay's 
cleanest tributaries and would 
increase toxic air pollution 
and global warming. 

Washington, DC-area 
transportation planners first 
conceptualized multiple 
beltways in 1950, part of the 
post-war rush to construct 
interstate highways. A 1955 
planning map shows the fa- 
mous Capital Beltway, the 
Outer Beltway and an inner 
loop through downtown DC. 

A 1966 revision added an 
Outer Outer Beltway, similar 
to the current proposal for 
the Western Bypass in Vir- 
ginia. While public protest 
stopped the official "Outer Beltway," the states of 
Maryland and Virginia are seeking its reincarna- 
tion under a collection of new names. 

The Inter County Connector (ICC/Interstate 370) 
is the new segment closest to formal approval. It 
would run north of Washington from 1-270 to 1-95/ 
US 1 (with a future extension to 301). Public 
hearings were held this spring on the nine-foot- 
thick Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
(DEIS), and Maryland Gov. Parris Glendening 
hopes to make the final "build" 
decision this fall. Glendening 
has met with Environmental 
Protection Agency Adminis- 
trator Carol Browner, urging 
her support for the same road 
that was rejected by the 
Reagan Administration as be- 
ing environmentally outra- 
geous. The ICC, or Interstate 
Clear-Cut, would be an 18- 
mile swath through the Mary- 
land suburbs' last pristine for- 
ested wetlands, threatening 
Rock Creek and the Anacostia 
and Patuxent rivers. It would 
kill champion trees and en- 
dangered species, and slice 
through dozens of densely 
populated residential neigh- 
borhoods. Even the ICC DEIS 
admits that this highway 
would not reduce congestion 
on the overcrowded Capital 
Beltway. Instead, it would fa- 
cilitate new sprawl develop- 
ment, particularly the 
Konterra edge city at the ICC/ 

1-95 interchange. As part of 
the project, 1-95 would be wid- 
ened to 20 lanes. 

The long-term plan for the 
ICC is to build an additional 
section to connect it to US 
301. This extension, called A- 
44, would complete a major 
Page 14 Earth First! M abort 1997 


portion of the entire Outer Beltway around Wash- 
ington. A-44 would pass immediately east of the 
Belt Woods old-growth forest near Bowie, Mary- 
land and would destroy buffer forests critical to 
this ecological reserve. In 1947, the Belt Woods 
had the highest density of nesting neotropical 
migratory songbirds in the US. Now, Belt Woods is 
becoming an island of nature in a sea of suburban 
sprawl, and the Outer Beltway would complete its 
isolation, destroying forested 
migration corridors. 

Gov. Glendening is posi- 
tioning himself as a national 
environmental leader with 
his "Smart Growth" initia- 
tive that purports to slow 
sprawl development. But he 
is actually a leader in 
greenwashing destructive 
policies, since "Smart 
Growth" contains a loophole 
big enough for an Outer 
Beltway: it allows "connec- 
tor roads" between growth 
centers. 

The Mother of All 
Bypasses 

Virginia developers are pro- 
moting the "Western Trans- 
portation Corridor," a 59- 
mile highway that would arc 
west of Washington 's spra wl- 

ing suburbs. While northern 

One of many victims in the Outer Beltway's path Virginia has the second worst 

traffic congestion in the country (after Los Ange- 
les), this new facility would be outside of the 
sprawl zone, fueling more edge cities and not 
solving any existing problems. The bypass eventu- 
ally is intended to cross the Potomac River and 
continue for another 30 miles into central Mary- 
land through Montgomery County's agricultural 
reserve, ending nearly 35 miles north of down- 
town Washington. 



Eastern Bypass 

The Glendening Administration has also revived 
the Eastern Bypass, a developer-driven process that 
would provide a new trucking route around Wash- 
ington. Glendening's "301 Corridor Study" esti- 
mates that the upgrade of US Route 301 and the 
construction of the Waldorf Bypass segment will 
take 80,000 jobs out of DC, a city already suffering 
from disinvestment due to racism, poor schools 
and crime. The Eastern Bypass would also require 
a new Potomac River bridge 20-miles south of 
Washington, where RGI Holdings plans to build 
two new edge cities. The city on the Maryland side, 
Chapman's Landing, would be between the 
Potomac River and Mattawoman creek, Maryland's 
most pristine Chesapeake Bay tributary and home 
to some globally rare species and remnant old- 
growth forest. 

$10 billion Multiple Bypass Surgery 

The "Road to Ruin" report published by Friends 
of the Earth and Taxpayers for Common Sense 
cited the ICC, the Western Transportation Corri- 
dor and the Waldorf Bypass as some of the most 
ecologically destructive and fiscally stupid high- 
way plans in the country. It also gave the Outer 
Beltway the "Most Stealthy" award due to the 
absurd claims by the highway department that the 
roads making up the Outer Beltway are unrelated. 
The Outer Beltway of the 21st century would not 
be a single loop, but a network of highways that 
would transform the Washington metro region 
into a donut-shaped megalopolis with an aban- 
doned city at the core. 

Please send your comments on the Outer Beltway 
to Gov. Parris(ite) Glendening, State House, An- 
napolis, MD 21401; (410) 974-3901; e-mail: 
governor@gov.state.md.us. Demand Parris(ite) can- 
cel all plans for new superhighways or give Mary- 
landers refunds for the "Save the Bay" license 
plates! 

For more info, contact Anacostia-Rock Creek EF! 
(see directory, p. 35) or visit the Stop the ICC 
website at http://www.igc.org/icc370. 







Nuclear Workers 



Blockaders Unmercifully 


Thirty activists from the radical environmental move- 
ment Rainbow Keepers were viciously attacked on July 29 
while blockading the construction of the Rostov Nuclear 
Power Plant, near Volgodonsk, Russia. 

On July 27, the protesters, hailing from various coun- 
tries of the former USSR and Europe, erected a blockade on 
the road leading into 
the plant with human 
bodies linked by con- 
crete-filled barrels. 

Two days later, with 
local police looking 
on indifferently, the 
workers surrounded 
the protesters and 
beat them unmerci- 
fully until they un- 
locked from their bar- 
rels, at which point 
the protesters were 
thrown in a steep 
ditch. Some of the 
workers smashed the 
blockaders' heads 
against the barrels 
while others used 
iron rods to extract 
the activists. In the 
meantime, other 
workers plundered 
the injured activists, 
rummaging their pockets and taking wallets and docu- 
ments. The Rainbow Keepers report that "the dreadful 
cries of pain just urged on the attacking workers." 

During the melee at the blockade, a small, well-orga- 
nized group of plant workers smashed the Rainbow 
Keeper's camp, burning tents and personal effects with 
bottles of fuel. 

All of the protesters suffered injuries, including five 
taken to the hospital suffering from concussions and, for 
one, a broken nose. 

The attack appears to have been coordinated by the 
Volgodonsk government, plant officials and the local 
police. Officials from each warned Rainbow Keepers the 
day before the attack that the workers would beat them 
and that they wouldn't stop them. The chairman of the 
worker's trade union headed the attack, and when satis- 
fied that a sufficient pounding had been administered 
proclaimed, "That's enough, let's go," upon which the 
workers departed from the scene. Meanwhile, a police 
official watching the beating announced that he was 
proud of the operation. The Rostov Nuclear Plant press 


service filmed the beating from start to finish. 

A half-hour after the beating had taken place, the Mayor 
of Volgodonsk, Sergei Gorbunov, arrived at the destroyed 
camp. He proceeded to ignore the carnage that had just 
taken place and instead focused his concerns on the sanitary 
conditions of the camp. 

The next day, local 
police arrested all but 
two young girls at the 
rebuilt protest camp, 
and while in transit to 
Volgodonsk arrested 
five other activists 
hitchhiking. 

Construction of the 
Rostov Nuclear Plant 
was begun in the '70s, 
but immediately ques- 
tioned because of seis- 
mic activity and geo- 
logical faults in the 
area. In 1990, after vig- 
orous protests from the 
citizens of Volgodonsk, 
the Russian Federation 
stopped construction 
of the plant, but the 
plan was revived in 
1996. The first phase 
of the plant is expected 
to be on-line in 1 998. 

The Rainbow Keepers seek to put the Rostov plant to a 
vote of the citizens of Volgodonsk and to stop further 
expansion of the nuclear industry in Russia. To that end 
they established their protest camp on July 16 at the 
construction site, and began picketing in the town. 
Following the ransacking of the blockade, Rainbow Keep- 
ers re-established the camp and hosted an anti-nuclear 
rock festival in a nearby town (the mayor of Volgodonsk 
prohibited the festival there). Volgodonsk responded 
with its own rock concert, with the motto, "Off with 
adversaries of the nuclear plant! Let the science and 
progress be!" 

The movement against Rostov continues to grow, and as 
of August 3, over 100 people from seven countries were 
occupying the camp. Rainbow Keepers ask for an interna- 
tional campaign of solidarity. Please send a protest letter 
to Head of Volgodonsk Sergei Gorbunov, fax 00 7 86392 
222 - 66 . 

Rainbow Keepers may be contacted at POB 14, Nizhni 
Novgorod, 603082 Russia; email root@rk.vdonsk.ru; phone 
oo 7 86392 371-14. 



Ecuadorian 
Rainforest 
Faces Torrent 
of Logging 

The Ecuadorian government re- 
cently revoked important prohibitions 
on logging in the country that pro- 
tected endangered species and areas 
of biological significance. On July 22, 
the Ecuadorian national forestry ser- 
vice (INEFAN) lifted a ban on the cut- 
ting of seven different endangered tree 
species anywhere in the country and 
withdrew a prohibition against all for- 
est exploitation in the Province of 
Sucumbios. 

These measures threaten two of the 
most important forest regions of the 
country. The Province of Sucumbios, 
in northeastern Ecuador, is part of the 
Amazonian rainforest and contains 
the highest level of biodiversity in 
South America, and one of the highest 
levels of biodiversity in the world. 

Also affected by the decrees is the 
Province of Esmeraldas, in northwest 
Ecuador. Esmeraldas forms part of the 
biologically unique Choco Zone, the 
last reserve of rainforest on the Pacific 
coast of Latin America. 

Deforestation in these areas has been 
intense. According to data from the 
International Tropical Timber Orga- 
nization, deforestation reached 20 
percent in the years between 1 984 and 
1994. At this rate, Ecuador's tropical 
forests will have totally disappeared 
by the year 2040. 

The Ecuadorian environmental 
group Accion Ecologica asks that you 
write the Ecuadorian authorities ex- 
pressing your concern about the lift- 
ing of the bans. Fax your letters to Dr. 
Fabian Alarcon, Presidente de la 
Republica de Ecuador, fax (593-2) 580 
774; Ing. Mario Cardenas, Director de 
INEFAN, fax (593-2) 564 037; Dra. Flor 
de Maria Valverde, Ministra de Medio 
Ambiente, fax (593-2) 565 809. 

Please send a copy to Accion 
Ecologica, Lerida 407 y Pontevedra, 
Quito, Ecuador, fax (593-2) 547 516; 
e-mail: verde@acecol.ecx.ec 


Australian Activists Fight Goolengook Locking 


continued from the front page 

agreement, unlimited amounts of woodchips can 
be taken from the forests of East Gippsland for the 
next 20 years without any environmental scrutiny 
by the government. The RFA process won credibility 
in New York recently when World Wide Fund for 
Nature's director general, Dr. Claude Martine, told 
Australia's environment minister, the appalling Rob- 
ert Hill, that WWF "was very 
impressed with Australia's 
program for conservation and 
sustainable use of forests. " En- 
vironmentalists in Australia, 
when told of this outrageous 
compliment, put out a contract 
for the head of Mr. Martine, to be 
delivered to protesters at 
Goolengook on a silver platter 
with apple in mouth. 

Local aboriginal people 
from the Orbost-based 
Moogji Co-op also 
signed the RFA, thereby 
increasing tensions in 
the area. Aboriginal 


people who have bloodlines in this area are ex- 
tremely frustrated by the Moogji signing the RFA. 
Apparently 700 local residents in Orbost had a 
street party the day the RFA was signed, thinking 
that with the signing the greenies would finally 
piss off for good. This myth has been dealt a severe 
blow, as this campaign is the most hard fought this 
area has seen in many years. 

The forests of Goolengook 
contain whole valleys of fern 
trees, many over ten meters 
high, some more than 1,000 
years old. They contain trees 
as large as city buildings, and 
endangered fauna such as ti- 
ger quolls, sooty owls and pow- 
erful owls. Logging is being 
conducted against the ad- 
vice of the government's 
own scientists, who rec- 
ommended the creation 
of seven Sites of Sig- 
nificance protected 
from logging in 1991. 
The report's recom- 
mendations are very 


clear. "As highlighted and discussed in this report, 
the combined flora and fauna values of the study 
area are exemplary within the pre-logging survey 
program and indeed, the combination of particu- 
lar significant biological features known to occur 
within the block are not known from any reserve in 
South Eastern Australia." The report states this area 
"offers the best opportunity for the preservation of 
cool temperate rainforest, warm temperate rain- 
forest and overlap rainforest in Victoria." Despite 
this the bastards are gutting the site. 

To find out more about the blockade call 
Goongerah Environment Centre (GECO) at 0351- 
540-156 or Friends of the Earth Melbourne at 03- 
9419-8700. 

Express your outrage at the chipping to Prime 
Minister Howard, c/o Parliament House, Canberra, 
2600, Australia. Also contact Jeff Kennett, Premier 
of Victoria, 197 High Street, Ashburton, Victoria, 
3147, Australia. These two are responsible for the 
whole mess. 

Solidarity forever, peace, love and power to you 
and your families. 

John Fraser is a primary organizer of the 
Goolengook campaign. 
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If First! You Don't Succeed... Karuah EF! Confounds Champion 


by Chris Irwin 

The Champion International chipping mill in 
Carryville, Tennessee leaves a poisoned Pigeon river 
and scores of cancer victims in its wake. Champion 
is one of the 1 40 mills that have invaded the South 
that, combined, supply over 20 percent of the world's 
paper market. It's estimated that over 4.5-million 
acres of hardwood forest will be cut in the southern 
Appalachians during the next four years. That's an 
area larger than our nine national forests combined. 
Last year these mills devoured over 1.2-million 
acres. In response, the Champion mill in Carryville 
was recently the stage for a successful action by 
Katuah Earth Firstlers. 

Our goal was to shut down the mill for a day, as 
every day of its operation it destroys 60 acres of east 
Tennessee hardwood forest. Our mission required 
two attempts, the first beginning in the early morn- 
ing hours of July 14. 

The backwoods team arrived first, spotting police 
cars at each of the three entrances. Scouts with 
walkie talkies were dropped off above the facility, 
and our crane team set out on a dirt road behind the 
mill to evaluate security and decide whether or not 
to proceed with the action. The fog enshrouding the 
facility that morning was a mixed blessing, provid- 
ing cover for the crane team but shortening the 
effective range of our UHF walkie talkies. We agreed 
not to utilize the five white willow log lock-downs, 
each weighing 400 pounds. 

Gathering at the main entrance, Earth Firstlers 
locked the front gate closed using a U-lock and 
blocked the passage of a log truck with their bodies. 
The truck driver, when confronted by Rodney Webb 
of the Native Forest Network, agreed it was bad 
forestry practice to remove the trees from the woods 
where they controlled erosion. After several tense 
moments, we decided to let the truck through. 

Motorists on the major route in front of the gate 
honked horns and waved in support of our pro- 
test. While planning the action, we hadn't figured 
on sawlog trucks showing their support of the 
chip mill blockade, though they did. The high 
point of the day was when an older man pulled up 
in front of the police and gave us $20. As he drove 
away we noticed judicial license plates on his car. 
When asked who was driving the car, the cops 
informed us, "That was Judge White. He's a 
Campbell County judge." 

We prepared for our actions at a week-long direct 
action training by the Ruckus Society. While there, 
we procured the white willow stumps and bored 
holes into which people locked their arms. Using 
chainsaws we made what is called a "plunge cut," 
basically cutting into the log at angles with the tip of 
the blade to make the hole. The first cuts were the 
scariest, but the blade stabilized as we cut deeper. 
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Using wood chisels, we customized the holes for each 
person, inserting eye screws to which people locked 
their wrists. The blockaders prepared their arms by 
wrapping them in alternating layers of duct tape and 
thick wire to keep the fit snug, preventing the police 
from cutting the layers with scissors. In addition, the 
U-locks we were to use were wrapped in duct tape and 
placed in the warm sun, so the gooey adhesive would 
muck up any cutting tools. 

The result of the plan- 
ning was a 60-foot, multi- 
ton blockade, a 27 x 20- 
foot banner hung from a 
crane reading "Cham- 
pion Destroys Our Jobs, 

Forests and Rivers," and 
another banner fly-over 
by the Katuah Earth First! 

Air Force. 

After being foiled by the 
police on our first try, our 
second attempt began in 
the wee hours of August 
18. Organized as teams, 
the scouts and crane 
climbers deployed into 
position. The blockaders 
were scheduled to deploy 
at 6:30 a.m. The crane 
team broke into a field 
and from there breached 
the facility. Hiding be- 
hind semi-truck trailers 
they saw three log trucks 
waiting at the; gate. 

The crane team made 
its way around the woodchip pile and in front of the 
deck surrounding the crane. A guard dog began 
barking immediately. The four-person climbing 
team, picking up speed, ascended the crane's 60- 
foot boom despite threats from the guard about 
going to jail. 

I was the first up and secured my safety. Marcus 
Marks was behind me, then Brim Sanna. John 
Johnson chained and U-locked himself to the crane 
ladder while the rest of us set our climbing rope 
anchors and rappelled off the crane. The blockade 
team had just arrived. 

The blockade went surprisingly well despite the 
alerted security. Upon arrival, the blockaders assured 
the guard that this was a nonviolent protest and 
proceeded to close the half of the gate that wasn't 
locked. Four of the white willow stumps were dropped 
in place, to which the blockaders locked themselves, 
obstructing the facility's main gate. Reuben Glass 
and Melissa Fridlin locked their arms into holes 
bored into two stumps, while Andrew George and 
Mike Moscheck locked to the other two stumps, U- 


locking their necks to the closed gate. No one passed 
through the gate for the next 1 2 hours. The situation 
got hairy only once when a truck charged the stumps 
as if he were going to run them over. 

There were several high and surreal times during 
the demonstration. Imagine. We were on top of a hill 
overlooking thousands of acres of hardwood forest. 
The breeze was blowing gently, and the police were 

waiting. In the crane 
booth Brim spliced to- 
gether the CB radio and 
loudspeaker wires, con- 
necting them to the ra- 
dio. Jim Morrison bel- 
lowed from the top of the 
crane until the power was 
shut off. 

The police told Cham- 
pion that, as this was a 
domestic dispute and we 
were not endangering 
anyone, they saw no rea- 
son to interfere. Later 
, many of the arresting of- 
ficers confided that they 
knew the facility was de- 
structive and were sup- 
portive of our cause, if 
not our actions. 

The protest wound to a 
close around 3:00 p.m. 
when the "stumpies," as 
we affectionately called 
the blockaders, unlocked 
and accepted the deal of- 
■" ~ ° fered by the district at- 

torney. After a few hours in jail, they were released 
on a land bond posted by a local resident. The crane 
team attempted to hang on another day, but real- 
ized it wouldn't be possible with our harnesses 
cutting into our legs. We were satisfied shutting the 
plant down for the day and with the favorable 
coverage by USA Today, CNN, the Associated Press 
and the local media. 

Legal support is needed to contend with the crimi- 
nal trespass charges. You can send your financial 
assistance to Katuah Earth First!, POB 1485, Ashville, 
NC 28802. Tennessee Katuah Earth First! can be 
contacted at POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401. We 
also need direct action support. Please contact us if 
you know of resources with which to replace our 
confiscated climbing gear. We need people too, so 
move on down here. We're having lots of fun! 

Katuah Earth First! would like to thank the Direct 
Action Fund for making this action possible. Our 
walkie talkies were a key element. Also thanks to our 
ex-Greenpeace trainers, the Ruckus Society, The 
Center and Doug Murray. Earth First! 


Hardesty Roadless Area: On the Block Again 


by James Barnes 

The Judie timber sale near Mt. June 
in the Umpqua National Forest repre- 
sents a 7.4-million-board foot (mmbf) 
bite out of the 6,500-acre Hardesty 
Roadless Area, a series of forested ridges 
and peaks proposed for wilderness 



designation in Oregon's 1984 wilder- 
ness bill. In the final negotiations over 
that bill, Senator Mark Hatfield of- 
fered Rep. Jim Weaver a choice be- 
tween protection for Hardesty Moun- 
tain or the Waldo Lake area. Weaver 
chose the larger Waldo Lake area, pos- 
sibly because he confused Hardesty 
with another place and wouldn't lis- 
ten when people tried to correct him. 
The RARE II roadless area inventory 
includes all of the Judie sale within 
the roadless area boundaries, but in 
1990 the Forest Service arbitrarily re- 
drew the lines to eliminate lower el- 
evation old growth, opening the de 
facto wilderness to cutting. 

The Judie sale is also in the Layng 
Creek municipal watershed for the city 
of Cottage Grove, OR. In some stretches 
of the watershed it is forbidden to 
camp overnight, swim or use motor- 
ized vehicles for fear of damage to the 
town's water supply. Blasting logging 
roads and cutting swaths of old-growth 
timber is apparently more benign. 


This sale includes 400 acres of 
clearcuts and partial cuts, will build 
2.2 miles of road and reconstruct an- 
other 7.1 miles. It has already obliter- 
ated over a mile of hiking trail. The 
Forest Service will log within the 
shrunken roadless area, with the ex- 
cuse that an area of blowdown consti- 
tutes a "catastrophic disturbance 
event," necessitating the salvage of 
the downed trees. The blowdown is 
the only salvage in the green tree sale; 
but it was auctioned as a salvage sale 
in the last week of the Salvage Rider 
and is exempt from all environmental 
laws, despite violating Agriculture Sec- 
retary Dan Glickman's directive 
against roadless old-growth sales. 

Under fast-tracked Rider rules, only 
an Environmental Assessment (EA) 
was required of the Forest Service for 
this project, even though it involves 
a roadless entry. The EA made no 
mention of the Hardesty roadless area, 
nor did it analyze the effects on Cot- 
tage Grove's watershed. But the EA 


does say the sale will "increase eco- 
system health," and claims the new 
road that has already destroyed the 
ridge trail "will provide [hikers] a less 
steep access and improve vista oppor- 
tunities... recreation users will be 
viewing created openings that were 
previously enclosed." In addition, the 
EA "analyzed" a 6-mmbf sale, but as 
sold, Judie has increased 23 percent — 
to 7.386 mmbf. 

Currently, Oregon representative 
Peter Defazio is pushing the Umpqua 
National Forest to arrange a buy- 
back of the Judie sale. He needs your 
encouragement. Write to him at 151 
W. 7th Ave., Suite 400, Eugene, OR 
97401; (800) 944-9603. Defazio's 
aide, Jeff Steir, is the primary staffer 
working on this issue in DC and can 
be reached at (202) 225-6416. Also 
call Sen. Ron Wyden at (541) 431- 
0229. For more information contact 
Cascadia Forest Defenders/Southern 
Willamette EF!, POB 10384, Eugene, 
OR 97440; (541) 343-7305. 
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NAFTA Superhighways 
Threaten North America! 



P 


oliticians and large corporate 


-JL. interests are threatening North 
America with a scale of highway 
development unprecedented since the 
1970s, all under the guise of “free” 
trade. 

The Alliance for a Paving Morato- 
rium, which has successfully fought 
roads in the U.S. and Canada, has 
along with various grassroots groups 
taken on the first world-trade highway 
planned under the North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). A 
campaign has begun which includes 
formation of the Coalition Against 
NAFTA Superhighways and a speak- 
ing tour. 

Initially the Alliance and the Coa- 
lition have attacked the 1-69 scheme, 
to go from Laredo to Quebec, and we 
are gathering information and contacts 
on two others, the 1-125 NAFTA truck 
toll-road in Southern California, and 
the 1-219 “International Trade and 
Travel Corridor.” We have promote op- 
position to them, for example in our 
Auto-Free Times magazine. 

Pushing several “NAFTA Super- 
highways” from Canada to Mexico, 
these special interests hope to boost 
large amounts of long-distance truck 
traffic they hope will result from 
NAFTA. Or at least that is their excuse 
for building more highways after the 
U.S. Interstate Highway System has 
been declared “complete.” 

The NAFTA Superhighway 
scheme would add to air pollution, traf- 


fic congestion, oil dependence, global 
warming, roadkill and human death. 
Local economics and quality of life 
would suffer, as development moves 
from town centers to narrow strips 
along the highway. 

Many realize that NAFTA — affect- 
ing the U.S., Canada and Mexico — has 
caused a corporate exodus to the south, 
robbing the U.S. of over 600,000 jobs. 

But this new NAFTA-related 
scheme could possibly be even more 
disastrous than the trade 
agreement itself. 

Yet the media 
outside Indi 
ana have 
generally 
steered 
clear of 
this inter- 
national 


NAFTA 



The 1-69 
Boon- 
doggle: 

A Corporate 
Hoax 

“Small, independent farmers need 
help, not road blocks,” testified south- 
ern Indiana farmer Gary Seibert. “That 
is what the 1-69 extension will be, a 
great dam that splits up our farms and 
separates our communities. We have a 
name for it when you take our homes, 
our farms, our natural resources, and 
our way of life and promise us pie-in- 


the-sky in return. It’s called rural ex- 
ploitation. We’ve heard it all before and 
we decline your offer.” 

Of the various proposed routes, the 
extension of Interstate 69 would be the 
most damaging and costly NAFTA Su- 
perhighway. The 1-69 presently extends 
from Flint, Mich., to Indianapolis. But 
as a superhighway it would plow 
through farmlands, forests, and hun- 
dreds of communities in eight states 
plus Canada and Mexico. 

Regardless of the envi- 
ronmental impacts, 
two words really 
determine the 
future of this 
highway,” 
noted 
Alexander 
Ewing of the 
Chicago- 
based Envi- 
ronmental 
Law and 
Policy Center. 
One is finances 
and the other is 
politics.” 

Backers of the 1-69 ex- 
tension, now known as the 
Midcontinent Highway Coalition, 
originally just wanted a leg from In- 
dianapolis to Evansville. 

“We found out quickly that Con- 
gress wasn’t interested in a 175-mile 
highway connecting one town to an- 
other,” explained Jim Newland, head 
of the 1-69 coalition. “The only way to 


get national attention was to create a 
coalition of states. That’s how the 1-69 
idea grew beyond Evansville to 
Paducah, Ky., and Memphis, then to 
Shreveport, Houston and Laredo.” 

Of course if additional large 
amounts of long-distance trade were 
necessary, rail would be approxi- 
mately eight times more efficient than 
trucks, according to research con- 
ducted at the Oak Ridge National 
Laboratory. However, supporting lo- 
cal small business is much more en- 
vironmentally and socially respon- 
sible than buying goods from corpo- 
rations abroad via rail or truck. 

In southern Indiana alone, over 200 
farms would be bisected by the 1-69 
NAFTA Superhighway — including 
nine Amish farms. Over 1 ,000 acres of 
forests would be destroyed for the In- 
dianapolis-Evansville right-of-way 
alone. 

“Free” Trade: A Bad Deal for 
Everyone 

All significant monetary contribu- 
tions to the Midcontinent Highway 
Coalition were donated by special-in- 
terest corporations. And all of the ad- 
vantages to highway expansion or new 
highways are corporate advantages. 

For example, local small businesses 
give way to shopping malls and cor- 
porate chains such as McDonalds and 
Wal-Mart. Local agriculture also suf- 
fers. 

The case of a common food prod- 
continued on back 


Only You Can Stop Them 








Top Ten Reasons to Oppose NAFTA Superhighways 



#10) Disruption of Rural Communities 

Local mobility for people’s everyday needs is often hindered by new high- 
ways, which cut people off from neighbors and relatives. In Indiana, as many as 
50 rural roads would be closed by 1-69; over 200 farms in southern Indiana 
would be bisected by the highway as well. Many will lose access to portions of 
their farms, while other areas would be devalued. 

#9) Destruction of Nature and Agriculture 

Every year in the U.S. we lose two million acres of prime farmland to devel- 
opment. For the 1-69 right-of-way in southern Indiana alone, 1,000 acres of 
forest and 3,000 acres of farmland would be destroyed — including nine Amish 
farms. Bringing highways into formerly natural areas destroys and fragments 
wildlife habitat, pollutes waterways with oil and chemical runoff, leads to sprawl 
development outward from the cities, and increases human interference with 
wildlife. One million animals a day are killed on U.S. roads. 

#8) Decrease in Highway Safety 

Eighty percent of Canadians think that roads are becoming more dangerous 
as a result of increased trucking operations. In Canada, a truck driver can drive 
up to 16 hours in a 24-hour period. The allowable hours of driving in the U.S. — 
now at ten per day — would be increased to Canadian standards under NAFTA- 
related agreements underway. 

Limits on truck weight and length would also be “harmonized” (i.e., increased 
to the loosest standards) between the three countries. This means more interna- 


tional cargo would be shipped on the highways, rather than via rail. Trucks that weigh 65..000 to 

80.000 pounds are involved in more than twice as many fatal crashes as those weighing 35,000 to 

50.000 pounds. 

#7) Undermining of Local Economies 

With the development of roads on cheap land comes the removal of jobs from a central 
urban or town center to the suburbs and beyond. This makes it more difficult to get workers to 
and from their jobs, cuts some inner-city people off from new jobs and changes the face of many 
industries. In Gibson County, Ind., alone, the 1-69 would harm five of the county’s fourteen 
dairy farms. Numerous other agricultural facilities would be destroyed. 

#6) Public Subsidies to Private Corporations 

Public interest groups find no positive effects from building NAFTA Superhighways. The 
entire cost of construction amounts to one big corporate subsidy — $15 billion for the U.S. por- 
tion of 1-69 alone. Only road builders, land speculators, developers and trucking interests would 
benefit. As local governments and chambers of commerce lure industries to their communities 
through tax abatements, the public will shoulder the bulk of the heavy costs of road construction 
and the development that follows. 

#5) Increased Traffic and Pollution 

Auto and truck emissions account for six of the seven chief pollutants in our air. Motor 
vehicle damage to human health and the environment is estimated at up to $93 billion per year, 
according to a 1993 Worldwatch Institute study. Building the Interstate System helped destroy 
the rail, bus and trolley lines in towns and cities across the United States. 

continued on back 


NAFTA Index: Three Years of NAFTA 


Percentage of Americans who say their views toward free trade are less favorable than a year ago 

as a result of what they know about NAFTA and GATT: 52 

Percentage who say their opinions are more favorable: 27 

Percentage of Mexicans who believe their country has had little or no success with NAFTA: 67 

U.S. trade surplus with Mexico in 1993 (the year before NAFTA): $1.7 billion 

U.S. trade deficit with Mexico in 1 996 (three years after NAFTA): $ 1 6.8 

billion 

Estimated number of U.S. jobs lost due to. NAFTA as of October, 1996: 600,000 

Number of jobs lost in Mexico in 1995: 1,850,000 

Increase in Mexican maquiladora jobs since NAFTA’s passage: 215,1 17 

Number of Mexicans reporting their personal economic situation as worse than before NAFTA in 1993: 2 out of 3 

Number of trucks crossing the U.S. -Mexican border north-bound in 1995: 3,000,000 

Estimated number of trucks crossing the border north-bound in 2000: 5,000,000 

Number of Mexican trucks crossing into Texas each day that carry corrosives, chemicals, 

explosives, jet fuel, poisons, toxic waste and pesticides: 1,250 

Approximate percentage of trade between the U.S. and Mexico that moves by truck: 80 


Global Warming 
Has Arrived... 

Yet Environmentalism 
Seems Stuck in Traffic. 



R eady for real alternatives to more 
roads and cars? Longing for an 
alternative to car magazines and me- 
dia filled with car-ads? Check out the 
Auto-Free Times and subscribe today. 

$30/yr. includes Road Fighters' Alerts and 
membership with the Alliance fora Paving 
Moratorium. Contact Auto-Free Times at 
P.O. Box 4347, Areata, CA 95518, USA. 

Call toll-free 1-888-ACT-4-APM 


About our wonderful cartoonist: Andy Singer 
hails from Brighton, Mass, and formerly lived 
in the San Francisco Bay Area. He has helped 
make APM’s Auto-Free Times the respected 
magazine it is today. His phone: 1-617-789-4759 









Save our Dwindling Forests and Farmlands! Amish Farms 
and dozens of towns and cities will be hit hard by devel- 
opment that sucks life from the heart of communities. 

I nterstate 64 cuts across all of southern Indiana, including the area where I live. When 1-64 was 
being proposed we were told the same things we’re being told now about 1-69 — “it will bring 
jobs and economic development.” In reality it only took our land and dried up the economy of 
many rural towns in Indiana and Illinois. We’ve seen first hand what an interstate can do, and we 
don’t want, or need, another one. - Gary Seibert, farmer, Gibson Co., Indiana 








A Paving Moratorium Will Stop New Superhighways. 

But Will We Wait Until it’s too LateP 


continued, from inside 

Adding more lanes discourages carpooling and robs alternative transportation of 
needed funds. Even transportation planners are now aware that traffic expands to fill 
available road space — since highway expansion increases sprawl, rather than reduc- 
ing congestion. So when the U.S. Interstate Highway System has been declared “com- 
plete” on its fortieth birthday, why are new and “upgraded” highways still being built? 
Conversely, removing lanes of traffic — giving them to alternative modes of trans- 
port — actually decreases congestion, according to many observers such as former 
Los Angeles transit official Joel Woodhull. 

#4) Mounting Job Losses and Dislocations 

Since NAFTA was passed, jobs in the Mexican maquiladoras have rose from 550,000 
to 800,000. Meanwhile, jobs in the rest of industrial Mexico have dropped by 1 ,000,000. 
The U.S. has lost over 600,000 jobs to NAFTA. Also, new highways pull existing in- 
dustries from where they were established — -in effect “stealing” jobs from town centers 
and other communities. 

#3) Declining Quality of Life 

With job availability and real wages dropping for the Mexican and U.S. work 
forces, those who can find work at all are often forced to work more hours or even 
two separate jobs. Sixty-five percent of U.S. workers who are laid off return to work 
at lower wages. The hard-earned gains of the labor movement in the U.S. are rapidly 
eroding as industries move to Mexico to exploit tum-of-the-century labor conditions 
and shamefully lax environmental regulations. All of these conditions reflect posi- 
tively on Wall Street but poorly in our lives. Indeed, America is no longer the “Land 
of Opportunity,” but the land of fear and insecurity. 

#2) Bad Economics 

Since the end of World War II, the public’s role in the U.S. economy has shifted 
from production to consumption. Big business depends on building unnecessary roads 
to deliver goods we either don’t need or could more efficiently produce locally. The 
measure of our economy, the Gross Domestic Product, factors progress only when 
money changes hands. It does not consider time lost from our lives due to more work- 
ing hours spent away from family and personal pursuits. Nor does it consider envi- 
ronmental damage and depletion of nonrenewable resources as what they are — drains 
on the economy. 

#1) Imminent Oil Depletion 

According to the oil industry’s accurate Hubbert Curve, petroleum will be virtu- 
ally depleted in the U.S. by 2020 and globally by 2040. So instead of increasing our 
oil dependence via further road building and the traffic it generates, we should plan 
for the imminent, wrenching adjustment by conserving energy and switching to re- 
newable energy sources. The best way to do this fastest is to become car-free. 

Although transportation consumes almost two-thirds of the U.S. petroleum diet, 
even electric vehicles will not prevent oil depletion or solve other problems associ- 
ated with vehicles. This is because asphalt and tires are petroleum products; fuel 
technology is only one factor. 


Are Passenger Trains an 
Endangered Species? 



continued from front 

uct, tomatoes, unfortunately shows the 
reality of NAFTA in action. Between 
1993 and 1995, NAFTA-induced U.S.- 
Mexico trade caused prices paid to 
Florida tomato farmers to drop 22 per- 
cent. Meanwhile, the retail price on to- 
matoes rose 3 percent. The difference 
amounts to a 25 percent profit reaped 
by transnational corporations, rather 
than being passed on to the consumer. 

“Indeed, the ‘great sucking sound’ 
that was so feared during the negotia- 
tions for the passage of NAFTA in late 
1993 is being heard and cheered today,” 
claimed the Dallas-based NAFTA Su- 
perhighway Coalition in a self-promo- 
tional article. 

“For it is the sound of corporate 
America gravitating toward this inter- 
national trade corridor. It is the surge 
of products moving to market and the 
sound of money filling corporate cof- 
fers... It is the free enterprise system at 
work.” 

Corporations Lobby for 1-69 

1-69 supporters, led by Rep. Bud 
Shuster (R., Pa.), chair of the House 
Transportation and Infrastructure Com- 
mittee, are guzzling contributions from 
donors along the proposed route, gov- 
ernment records show. Texas is 
Shuster’s biggest donor state after 
Pennsylvania. In fact, 62 of Shuster’s 
77 biggest Texas contributors are lo- 
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cated along the proposed 1-69 corridors 
in Texas. 

Majority Whip Tom Delay has also 
been a major NAFTA Superhighway 
supporter. As a senior member of the 
Appropriations Subcommittee, he 
doles out federal highway money. His 
brother, Randy, a $300,000 per year 
highway lobbyist for the 1-69, helped 
organize Texas fund raisers for Shuster. 

Corporations that donated include 
Williams Brothers Construction, which 
is already doing $ 1 00 million of work 
on Houston highways; J & S Consult- 
ing Engineers, specialists in highway 
design; S & B Infrastructure Limited, 
designers of bridges; the Ayrshare Cor- 
poration and George Mitchell, both 
developers. 


Coalition Unites Highway 
Opponents 

The Coalition Against NAFTA Su- 
perhighways has formed, uniting 
groups in all three nations against the 
1-69 extension and the other proposed 
north-south “trade corridors.” 

Organizations join the coalition and 
build the opposition effort by lending 
their names to the Statement of Oppo- 
sition (at right). Additionally, they can 
educate and activate their constituen- 
cies, lobby government officials, host 
local slideshow presentations, write 
press releases and hold press confer- 
ences, organize rallies and protests, and 
bring other groups into the coalition. 

For information on the Coalition 
Against NAFTA Superhighways, and its 
“Anti-Road Shows, ” contact the Alli- 
ance for a Paving Moratorium at (707) 
826-7775. Or write to PO. Box4347, Ar- 
eata, CA 95518, USA. 


Coalition Against NAFTA 
Superhighways 

- Statement of Opposition to Proposed Routes - 

We work toward a world free of unsustainable economic activity, valuing 
protection of our farmlands, forests and communities. Concerned with the 
globalization of corporate power, we support rail freight and local production as 
alternatives to more long-distance trade and trucks on the road. 

The proposed NAFTA Superhighways the 1-69 extension, the 1-49 exten- 
sion, the 1-35 upgrade, and other such routes would cut swaths of destruction 
from Mexico to Canada. Costing upwards of $14 billion for the U.S. portion of 
1-69 alone, NAFTA Superhighways rob taxpayers of funds vital for maintaining 
existing roads and pursuing alternative modes of transportation. 

Such highway construction undermines local economics, adds to global 
warming, and perpetuates unsafe travel that kills people and millions of 
animals. Jobs suffer across North America as corporations move to northern 
Mexico’s free trade zone to avoid labor and environmental regulations. With 
petroleum to virtually run out in the U.S. around 2020, we don't wish to 
increase our petroleum dependence via road building and unnecessary long- 
distance trade. 

Therefore, we join a growing movement questioning the wisdom of new 
road construction and striving to end motor-vehicle dependence and further 
sprawl. To oiler an alternative vision to the paving of the planet, our diverse 
group of organizations hereby unites in the Coalition Against NAFTA Super- 
highways. 

[signatures of North American organizations] 







SnwraGy L Tncna: Boa to the Busks 


by Mikal Jakubal 

It has been said that the first duty of a revolution- 
ary is to win the revolution. Likewise, the first duty 
of an earth warrior is to save the earth. All other 
considerations become secondary. In other words: 
No Compromise — Earth 
First! Fulfilling this obli- 
gation demands of earth 
warriors all the inner and 
outer strength that can be 
mustered. It demands 
commitment and unwa- 
vering persistence in the 
face of hardship, courage 
under fire, sacrifice, pa- 
tience and humility. No 
movement lacking such 
personal qualities can ever 
hope to succeed. However, 
these qualities alone are 
not enough. The funda- 
mental strategic impera- 
tive is to outperform the 
adversary. To accomplish this task requires a thor- 
ough knowledge of the chosen technique of struggle. 

There are many possible techniques of waging po- 
litical conflicts: within-the-system work, pacifism, 
full-scale military warfare, guerrilla warfare, sabotage, 
nonviolent action and others. Were Earth First! to 
adopt, say, guerrilla warfare as our chosen technique, 
we would more than likely do extensive study of its 
strategy, tactics, methods and history. We would read 
up on Zapata, Crazy Horse, the Viet Cong, the FMLN 
and the modern-day Zapatistas. In short, we would 
take it seriously. If we are to choose nonviolent action 
as the preferred technique of struggle, we need to 
devote ourselves to a comprehensive understanding 
of its history, methods, strategic requirements and 
dynamics. Such is the intent of this and future pieces. 

My own activist history spans 1 3 years of practical 
experience with Earth First! with concurrent re- 
search and study into the whole spectrum of social 
change movements. The motivation for this present 
effort is a desire to share some of this information to 
hopefully help the movement become more effec- 
tive and help newer activists avoid a repeat of past 
mistakes — mistakes that cost forests and other en- 
dangered ecosystems. 

Strategic Action Planning 
The reason we engage in nonviolent action is to 
influence behavior, specifically, behavior that is felt 
to be ecologically destructive or unjust. The main 
factor influencing whether we use a particular method 
of action or continue to use it in the future is that 
action's predicted or perceived "effectiveness." In 
other words, will that action in fact lead to the 
desired change in behavior? For the purpose of this 
essay, a "goal" will be defined as one or more of these 
changes or effects. Determining appropriate goals 
requires an understanding of the source of political 
power and the complex nature of the effects of 
nonviolent action. 

According to nonviolent action theory, political 
power arises continuously from a multitude of sources 
within society, as opposed to emanating from the few 
at the top; it is unstable and subject to change, instead 
of being monolithic and durable. Most importantly, it 
is dependent on the obedience, support and coopera- 
tion of the very people subject to such political power. 
The power of a ruler (or corporation, etc.) may be 
controlled by the granting, continuation or with- 
drawal of this support and cooperation upon which 
the ability to rule depends. Thus, instead of confront- 
ing power head-on as in most violent conflict, the 
proper use of nonviolence allows us to indirectly 
challenge power by controlling it at its sources. 

When a small group wishes to challenge an injus- 
tice perpetuated by an immensely more powerful 
opponent, the path to victory lies in a radical — at the 
root — altering of the relative ability of each side to 
wield political power. Activists consciously seeking 
to change this power relationship will choose meth- 
ods, tactics and strategies of action that affect the 
sources of power (i.e., support and cooperation by a 
multitude of people) for both contending groups. 


"Effectiveness" will then be evaluated not so much 
on whether or not some superficial objective was 
achieved (e.g., did the blockade actually shut down 
the bridge for a significant length of time?) but on 
whether or not the action led to a change in behavior 
on the part of those on either side. 

The topic of the na- 
ture and control of po- 
litical power is ex- 
tremely complex; it 
has been the subject 
of innumerable vol- 
umes over the last sev- 
eral centuries alone. I 
wish to put forth a ba- 
sic three-phase proce- 
dure for nonviolent 
action: 1) strategic 
analysis; 2) goal set- 
ting and 3) tactics. 
This procedure can be 
used to determine 
which actions will 
achieve the greatest 
possible effect with the least effort. 

Analysis, Goals, Tactics — In That Order 
"Goal" has been defined as "a change in behavior 
by someone." The point of strategic analysis is to 
define "what change" and "by whom." We can 
roughly divide people into three groupings: the 
general grievance group; the opponent and un- 
committed third parties (most of the population). 
All of these people either provide support and 
assistance to us, provide it to our opponents or 
could provide it to either side. The second part of 
strategic analysis, the desired change in behavior, 
is based on the type of support or resistance given 
or potentially given by these groups to the con- 
tending sides^/ft is a premise of nonviolent action 
theory that this behavior and therefore the relative 
power position of both sides is highly variable and 
subject to influence by the actions of either side in 
the course of a struggle/} 

In conducting a strategic evaluation it may be 
useful to actually write down a list of all the various 
subgroups involved and the type of support each 
gives or could give to each side. This may prove to 
be a very revealing brainstorming tool for planning 
meetings. For example, a partial listing for the 
Headwaters forest campaign might look something 
like the table below. 

Even this incomplete listing is enormous and in 
itself hints at the diversity of possible actions. From 
here it's possible to evaluate current and potential 
support for or opposition to either side 
by each subgroup and to assess both 
the likelihood of possible shifts in alle- 
giance and avenues toward these shifts. 

In other words, what role does each 
group play and how could its role 
change to benefit our cause? 

Any of these subgroups may, as 
influenced by events in the struggle, 
take one of the following courses of 
action: 1) move to a position of active 
support for either contending party; 

2) move to a position of active oppo- 
sition to either party; 3) withdraw 
from active support for or opposition 
to either party and move to a neutral 
position or 4) any of these people 
may maintain their present position 
and level of activity. 

The next step, determining appro- 
priate goals, requires that we ask criti- 
cal and relevant questions: Which 
groups' support is currently the most 
important to Hurwitz? To us? Which 
uncommitted third parties can be 
turned against Hurwitz and the Cali- 
fornia Department of Forestry? Which 
of our passive supporters can be en- 
couraged to become more active — 
and how? And so on. We now have a 
sound basis for decisions as to which 
specific behavior changes by which 


specific people are most needed. The next step is to 
choose a course of action which will lead to these 
changes, that is, fulfill our goals. 

Once a specific goal has been identified, the plan- 
ning of an action to achieve it requires choosing a 
method to do so and tactical planning ("action 
planning"). A "method" as used here is a type or form 
of activity. Tree-sit, blockade, rally, general strike, 
boycott — these are methods of action. A tactic is a 
means to create a limited confrontation within a 
larger strategic plan, and consists of one or more 
methods used to achieve the stated goal. Consider- 
ation must be given to such factors as timing, terrain, 
appropriate message, maintaining the initiative, qual- 
ity vs. quantity of activists needed and so forth. 

As an outline, the strategic action planning pro- 
cess looks like this: 

1. Strategic Analysis: Which groups are involved? 
How are they involved? How can their involvement 
change to benefit our cause? 

2. Goal Setting: Decide which group needs to change 
their behavior and how. 

3. Tactics: Formulate actions to influence this 
change. Consider proper combination of methods, 
timing, location, message, etc. 

An action should almost always have multiple 
goals. This way several may be achieved for an overall 
positive effect even if the main objective was not 
successfully reached. At any given time during a 
campaign there will likely be many groups whose 
shift in loyalty could greatly influence the political 
power of the two sides. An action achieving a benefi- 
cial shift in participation from any of the above 
subgroups can be said to be effective. Understanding 
this is crucial to proper planning. Remember that 
nonviolent action works indirectly by undermining 
the sources of power (some would say this is actually 
very direct). With a typical EFl-style blockade where' 
massive numbers sufficient to completely and per- 
manently obstruct an operation are not available, the 
actual shutdown of operations is rarely the primary goal, 
and an action's effectiveness should not be judged on 
whether or not this happened. Thus, all the jargon about 
"shutting down operations~ai the poirTToF product 
tion 7 ' is misleading and, if taken too seriously, will 
result in an excessive emphasis on methods and \ 
tactics involving confrontations with lo gge rs and 
cops and missed strategic opportunities elsewhere. „ 
'Following the steps of strategic action planning can 
avoid this and other common mistakes and thereby 
make the hard work, risk and suffering of serious 
struggle effective and meaningful. 

I welcome constructive feedback and questions 
on the content of this piece. Letters for publica- 
tion may be directed to the Journal. Other corre- 
spondence may be sent to me directly at POB 5, 
Redway, CA 95560. 


Various Groups of Headwaters Campaign 


USI 

•Earth First! 

•Environmental Protection Infor- 
mation Center (EPIC's legal work, 
though not nonviolent action per 
se, plays a large part the cam- 
paign.) 

Our Usual Supporters: 

•large numbers of environmen- 
tally-oriented individuals 
•various mainstream groups 
•Redwood Rabbis 
•Taxpayers for Headwaters 
•Food Not Bombs 
•KMUD Radio and other sympa- 
thetic media 

•The Civil Liberties Monitoring 
Project and many individuals 
who are not environmentalists 
but who agree in general with 
our cause (passive supporters) 
Uncommitted third parties: 
•most of the public 
•the media 
•fishing groups 

•employees of Maxxam, Pacific 
Lumber, CDF, and Humboldt 
County "just doing their job" 
•unions 

•church and civic groups 
•city and county governments 


Them: 

•Charles Hurwitz, CEO of 
Maxxam, the parent company of 
Pacific Lumber (PL), the company 
responsible for logging the old- 
growth Headwaters redwoods 
•The corporate management of 
Maxxam and Pacific Lumber (PL) 
•The Humboldt County Sheriff 
and District Attorney 
•Many top officials of the Califor- 
nia Department of Forestry (CDF) 
•Various industry leaders and cer- 
tain cops and loggers who ideo- 
logically or personally hate us 
Their Usual Supporters: 
•employees of Maxxam and Pa- 
cific Lumber 
•employees of CDF 
•explicitly anti-environmental 
groups 

•purchasers of old-growth red- 
wood products and the retailers 
and distributors who sell them 
• individuals who ideologically 
support Hurwitz’s "right" to log 
his property (passive supporters) 
•individuals who ideologically 
dislike EF! but take no immediate 
action against us (though they 
may readily do so in the future) 
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A S ma 11 Step Toward tke Conservation of Biodiversity 


by Marty Bergoffen 

On July 28, Rep George Miller (D-CA) and 52 
cosponsors introduced the Endangered Species 
Recovery Act (ESRA). The intent of the act is to 
close many of the loopholes in the current Endan- 
gered Species Act (ESA), as well as increase protec- 
tion for imperiled species worldwide. While the 
ESRA improves on the ESA in many ways, it is only 
the first step in a long voyage towards full protec- 
tion of biodiversity. 

ESA: Past and Present 

Currently, the ESA provides for listing of species 
that are either endangered (facing a high probability 
of extinction) or threatened (reaching endangered 
status in the foreseeable future). It also lists for 
candidate species (those being considered for 
listing as endangered or threatened). The Fish and 
Wildlife Service (FWS), however, often refuses to 
list species unless litigation is initiated. FWS often 
delegates such species to the ESA black hole of 
"warranted but precluded," which means that the 
FWS thinks it should be listed but doesn't have 
the resources to conserve it; many species languish 
on this list for decades. 

When a species is listed, FWS is required to designate 
critical habitat; unfortunately, again, FWS rarely des- 
ignates such habitat without litigation, instead rely- 
ing on ESA loopholes through which critical habitat 
can be deemed "indeterminable" or "imprudent." 

The listed species is also supposed to be accompa- 
nied by a recovery plan. This is in response to the 
essential purpose of the ESA — to protect species 
and enhance their viability to the point that listing 
is no longer necessary. However, recovery plans are 
rare (only 61 percent of listed species had received 
even a draft plan in 1992), and when they do exist, 
recovery plans are weak or unenforced due to lack 
of funding. The northern spotted owl plan, for 
example, sets the recovered population lower than 
the population when it was listed. For the most 
part, "recovery" has been replaced by "survival" as 
the standard for ESA decisions, resulting in a much 
higher likelihood of extinction. 

Once a species is listed, "taking" a species is 
prohibited. Taking means killing, hunting, harass- 
ing or harming. The Supreme Court in Sweet Home 
v. Babbitt held that harm reasonably includes habi- 
tat destruction, because a species without habitat 
cannot survive. However, private parties may ob- 
tain permits if they complete a Habitat Conserva- 
tion Plan (HCP). HCPs are supposed to provide for 
development with minimal habitat loss; the first 
HCP, on San Bruno Mountain in California, main- 
tained 90 percent of the habitat of certain butterfly 
species. However, more recent HCPs protect as little 
as eight percent of remaining habitat. 

In addition to the blanket prohibition on takings 
applicable to everyone, federal agencies are required 
to consult with the FWS or National Marine Fisher- 
ies Service if actions they take may affect listed 
species (anadromous fish and ocean-dwelling spe- 
cies fall under the jurisdiction of NMFS). If a federal 
action is likely to jeopardize the continued survival 
or recovery of a listed species, it must be canceled or 
modified. Unfortunately, the FWS rarely finds jeop- 
ardy, preferring to let sister agencies go on with 
destructive practices. Furthermore, jeopardy find- 
ings are often skewed. 

Even if jeopardy is found, the federal government 
may convene a "god-squad," made up of cabinet- 
level officials who can exempt a project from the 
jeopardy prohibition despite impending extinction 
for the species. This process is also subject to abuse. 
In 1991, Secretary of the Interior Manuel Lujan 
stacked the deck against the northern spotted owl. 
Dozens of timber sales offered by the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) were threatening to wipe out 
the owl in the Oregon coast range. Instead of stop- 
ping the sales, Lujan applied for an ESA exemption, 
then refused to allow the FWS (or the administrative 
law judge hearing the case) to have their own 
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attorneys, forcing them to use the same counsel as 
the BLM. This, of course, resulted in a terribly biased 
hearing, and the subsequent exemption was re- 
jected in federal court. 

One of the ESA's strongest provisions allows for 
citizen suits. Anyone can sue the Secretary of Interior 
to uphold the ESA provisions, and anyone can sue to 
prohibit take of listed species. However, a 60-day 
notice of intent to sue must be issued to the offending 
party, in theory allowing them to halt the take 
situation. This, too is subject to abuse. Who remem- 
bers the Forest Service cutting old-growth trees on 
Mt. Graham, after a 60-day notice had been issued, 
but before the right to seek an injunction had arisen? 


ESRA: Closing the Loopholes 

The ESRA attempts to close some of these loop- 
holes by clarifying definitions; setting deadlines for 
listings, recovery plans and habitat protection; 
changing the consultation regime and HCP process 
and establishing a fund for private-property own- 
ers. In addition, the ESRA increases the budget for 
endangered species protection while also offering 
tax breaks for landowners who agree to protect 
listed species. Perhaps most importantly to activ- 
ists, the ESRA establishes an emergency exception 
to the requirement for 60-day notice prior to filing 
a citizen suit. It also provides for natural resource 
damages, which means that if Weyerhaeuser de- 
stroys habitat in violation of a take permit, it will 
have to pay for the value of the lost habitat and the 
listed species living there. 

With regards to listings, the ESRA requires FWS to 
determine the status, either listed or not warranted 
for listing, of all currently "warranted but pre- 
cluded" species within one year of passage; future 
"warranted but precluded" species must be decided 
within four years. 

When a species is listed, the ESRA stipulates that 
FWS will designate "interim habitat," the habitat 
required for survival of the species, with preference 
for habitat that is currently occupied. This will cer- 
tainly encourage more up-front habitat protection, 
especially since interim habitat designations must be 
based only on the best science available, with no 
regard for economic factors. "Critical habitat" will 
then be designated, with the same factors considered 
in the recovery plan, utilizing the considerations 
(such as economics) presently found in the ESA. 

As the name suggests, recovery is the central pillar 
of the ESRA. The recovery plan process is greatly 
strengthened and required for all species; in the past, 
FWS could avoid recovery planning by ruling that a 
plan wasn't necessary. This loophole has been badly 
abused. Under the ESRA, a draft recovery plan must 
be released within 18 months. The FWS must com- 
plete a final plan including implementation within 
30 months of listing. 

Recovery plans under the ESRA must include spe- 
cific population and habitat objectives; site-specific 
management requirements; the time and cost to 
reach interim and final objectives; and a list of 


actions that would violate the take or jeopardy pro- 
hibitions. In addition, recovery criteria would be 
determined by a team of independent scientists with 
no economic conflict of interest in the recovery plan 
or habitat covered. Finally, all federal, state and local 
governments that own or manage land within the 
range of the species must adopt a "recovery imple- 
mentation plan" in order to comply with the ESRA, 
which will require definite actions by all levels of 
government in the recovery of listed species. 

Consultation with federal agencies under the ESRA 
is also changed, by allowing consultation for candi- 
date species. However, if a candidate is then listed, 
new consultation is not required unless new infor- 
mation is available or the project changes. This 
tends to support the status quo of destruction, 
and reduce the impact a listing has on limiting 
harmful practices. As such, this is a step back- 
ward for ESA protection. 

On the other hand, consultation is bolstered 
in the ESRA. First, FWS must now specifically 
include actual numbers of allowable take in its 
biological opinion, including individuals and 
acres of habitat. Further, abuse of the informal 
consultation process is reduced through public 
release of all consultation documents prepared 
for or by the FWS. 

For private landowners, the HCP process is 
facelifted. First, a two-tier process is established. 
Low-impact HCPs that encompass less than five 
acres and last less than five years will receive easier 
approval, as well as have the FWS pay for any 
changes after the permit is approved. High impact 
HCP applicants, on the other hand, must now 
deposit a surety in case they violate the terms of 
the permit and face revocation of their permit if 
they violate it. Most significantly, HCPs must now be 
"consistent with" recovery, not mere survival as re- 
cently interpreted by agencies and courts. This higher 
standard is an improvement, but will still result in an 
overemphasis on federal lands for recovery projects, to 
the detriment of species which are found only on 
private lands. Instead, HCPs should "contribute to" 
recovery; a positive standard rather than a neutral one. 

ESRA: Fixes the Loopholes, But Not the 
People in Charge 

While the current ESA has strong words in some 
places, it is not enforced due to a lack of fortitude on 
the part of the FWS, as well as the extraction-driven 
policies of the Forest Service, Bureau of Land Man- 
agement and large corporations. In order to over- 
come this protect biodiversity, the ESA's loopholes 
must certainly be closed. The ESRA goes a long way 
in this respect, although there are still problems. 
What's more important, though, is to change the 
attitudes of agency decision makers. Agency heads 
must comprehend the magnitude of the current, 
human-caused extinction spasm and make substan- 
tial changes in policy with regard to ecosystem 
protection, public lands and commodity produc- 
tion. We must all do our best to raise the awareness 
of our elected officials, federal and state agencies, 
and the public at large if our unique ecosystems and 
imperiled species are to be preserved. 

What You Can Do: 

Write to your Representative, and encourage him/ 
her to cosponsor the ESRA, HR 2351. US House of 
Representatives, Washington, DC 20515. Write to 
your Senators and urge them to introduce the ESRA 
into the Senate. US Senate, Washington, DC 20510. 
Write to Secretary Bruce Babbitt, and the FWS, and 
urge them to do their best to see that the ESRA is 
passed: Sec. Babbitt or Fish and Wildlife Service, US 
Department of Interior, Washington, DC 20240. 
Write to your local Fish and Wildlife Service office or 
state Department of Fish and Wildlife, about your 
concerns regarding biodiversity preservation and 
the ESA. 

Marty Bergoffen is an attorney with the Klamath 
Siskiyou Wildlands Center. 
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San Diego Plan Will Destroy Habitat 


by Allison Rolfe 

Habitat Conservation Plans (HCPs) are agree- 
ments between the public and private sectors de- 
signed to maintain sufficient habitat for endan- 
gered species while allowing development and 
preventing alleged regulatory "trainwrecks" that 
supposedly to destroy property values. The nation's 
model HCP is currently in effect in San Diego, 
California. Home to more threatened and endan- 
gered species than anywhere else in the continen- 
tal United States, San Diego recently received per- 
mits to allow development on lands where endan- 
gered and threatened species live. The basis for 
allowing development on lands inhabited by these 
species is the Multiple Species Conservation Pro- 
gram (MSCP), a regional HCP intended to provide 
for the conservation of at least 85 declining species 
in San Diego. The MSCP consists of a roughly 
delineated preserve area and accompanying man- 
agement guidelines. This plan is the product of an 
attempt to set aside enough contiguous land to 
sustain a number of species while expediting de- 
velopment permits for the remainder of the land in 
the San Diego planning area. 

Prior to the MSCP, developers were required to 
comply with the Endangered Species Act (ESA) if 
their property was home to listed species. Generally, 
this meant that no direct impacts to endangered or 
threatened species would be permitted except in 
very limited circumstances. Now, developers in San 
Diego can avoid compliance with the ESA on land 
outside of the MSCP's endangered species preserve 
area and instead receive automatic permits to "take" 
(kill) listed species thanks to the MSCP process. 

Upon initial consideration, this may seem to be a 
fair trade-off, but consider that: 

Developers make a relatively small contribution 
to building and managing the preserve (local, 
state and federal governments shoulder much of 
the burden), but in exchange they receive a con- 
tractual agreement with the wildlife agencies re- 
lieving them of all future ESA obligations, while 
guaranteeing unhindered development outside 
of the preserve.. 

There is little to no measurable certainty of 
survival for listed plants and animals. The MSCP 
is authorized through a section of the ESA, and 
therefore, by definition, is required to meet the 
standards of the ESA at a minimum. However, 


developers in San Diego have successfully fought 
against the inclusion of tight ESA standards in the 
MSCP plan. Furthermore, interests that support 
development in the region intend to apply the 
MSCP as a substitute for existing regulations, 
including not only the ESA, but state and local 
wildlife and land-use laws. Keep in mind that 
using the MSCP as the only tool for planning is in 


direct contradiction to the original intent of multi- 
species planning, "to supplement and improve 
upon the Endangered Species Act and other exist- 
ing species protection laws." 

Additionally, the plan was originally marketed as 
a substitute for the listing of the imperiled Califor- 
nia gnatcatcher, a bird native to southern Califor- 
nia. For this reason, the preserve was primarily 
designed to capture the habitat of the gnatcatcher — 
coastal sage scrub. Later, when it became obvious to 
developers that this process was a fail-safe means of 
avoiding ESA regulations, other species and their 
habitats were added to the list of species the plan 
purported to conserve. These "afterthoughts" never 
got the attention they deserved, and the basis for 
claiming that their survival and recovery are pro- 
vided for by the plan is weak and not supported by 
sound science. 

Finally, by design, the MSCP cannot prevent 
extinctions unless it incorporates the standards of 


the ESA. The MSCP is designed to be "pro-active," 
while the ESA is designed to be a reactive and 
carefully crafted safety-net for species needing 
critical attention. While setting aside tracts of 
land may very well prevent the decline of some 
species in the future, without specific manage- 
ment actions to provide for the care of species 
currently on the brink, preserves can do very 
little, if anything at all, to pre- 
vent impending extinctions. 
For endemic species, such as 
those dependent upon vernal 
pool habitat (a rare wetland 
that has been reduced to two 
percent of its former range), it 
is often necessary to define ac- 
tions in precise detail to pre- 
vent extinction. The MSCP 
lacks those specifics and for 
that reason cannot meet the 
minimum standards required 
| by the ESA. 

■I In its ambiguous form, the 
f agencies responsible for enforc- 
| ing the MSCP inherit a plan 
| that possesses major problems 
~ for implementation. With too 
few details, no measurable cri- 
teria and too much room for 
discretion, the MSCP, without 
reform, will be an implementation nightmare for 
the next 50 years. In sum, the guidelines estab- 
lished by the MSCP are virtually meaningless. 

As a supplement to existing regulations, the 
MSCP offered much. However, the product has 
since evolved in response to the unique political 
context of San Diego and reflects the level of power 
wielded by the stakeholders involved. It is a plan 
that benefits both developers who want to avoid 
the permitting requirements of the ESA, and poli- 
ticians who want to be reelected and strengthen 
their control. 

The Southwest Center for Biological Diversity will 
soon sue the US Fish and Wildlife Service regarding 
the City of San Diego's MSCP. The lawsuit will have 
national implications and may likely end up in the 
Supreme Court. 

Allison Rolfe is the southern California Coordinator 

for the Southwest Center for Biological Diversity and 
is completing her thesis on the MSCP. 



The arroyo toad is one of many species that is not adequately protected under the MSCP. 


Court Enjoins Southwest Logging and Grazing 


by Kieran Suckling 

Onjuly 25, 1 997, the 9th Circuit Court 
of Appeals issued an emergency injunc- 
tion barring the Forest Service from ap- 
proving new timber sales and grazing 
leases that violate 1 1 recently amended 
national forest plans in the Southwest. 
Even more significantly, the court en- 
joined all ongoing projects that violate 
the amended Forest Plans, including 
contracted timber sales and grazing al- 
lotments. Up to 25 timber sales and 400 
grazing allotments could be affected. 

The injunction will remain in place 
until the appeals court makes a final 
decision as to whether the US Forest 
Service (USFS) must revise ongoing 
projects to make them consistent with 
the newly amended forest plans. 

Spotted Owl 

In 1989, Robin Silver, Conservation 
Chair of the Southwest Center for Bio- 
logical Diversity, filed a petition to list 
the Mexican spotted owl as an endan- 
gered species; it was listed as threat- 
ened in 1993. The Southwest Center 
and Forest Guardians filed suit in 1 994 
to force designation of critical habitat. 
The ruling forced the US Fish and 


Wildlife Service (USFWS) to designate 
4.6-million acres of critical habitat in 
the Southwest's 11 national forests. 

Also in 1995, the Southwest Center 
and Forest Guardians sued the Forest 
Service for failing to consult with 
USFWS on the effects of the 11 re- 
gional Forest Plans on the spotted 
owl. Just days after the Salvage Rider 
was passed, a district court enjoined 
all timber sales in all national forests 
in Arizona and New Mexico until the 
USFWS issued a biological opinion for 
the Mexican spotted owl. That opin- 
ion took 16 months to complete and 
effectively shielded the Southwest 
against most Salvage Rider sales. 

Upon completion, the biological 
opinion determined that the USFS could 
not continue to implement the forest 
plans because of further risk to the 
spotted owl. The Forest Service, there- 
fore, amended all 11 plans in June 
1 996, to incorporate the Mexican Spot- 
ted Owl Recovery Plan. The amend- 
ments also finalized a conservation plan 
for the northern and Apache goshawks. 

Goshawk 

In 1992, the Southwest Center peti- 
tioned to list the Apache and Northern 


subspecies of the goshawk as endan- 
gered in the western US. The Fish and 
Wildlife Service twice refused to list 
the goshawk for technical taxonomic 
reasons. Twice, a federal judge ruled 
that the denials were illegal. A third, 
and hopefully final, 90-day finding is 
due in September. 

The Forest Service, meanwhile, in 
an effort to head off the listing, 
adopted a series of "interim" gos- 
hawk conservation plans. Because 
they were supposedly interim, the 
plans were implemented without an 
Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS). In 1995, the Forest Conserva- 
tion Council and the Southwest Cen- 
ter sued to compel an EIS. To escape 
the inevitable, the USFS did an EIS 
on the goshawk population, simul- 
taneously amending the region's 1 1 
National Forest Plans to include the 
goshawk plan and the Mexican spot- 
ted owl plan. 

How This Injunction Came 
About 

Though the Fish and Wildlife Ser- 
vice declared that the old forest plans 
should be amended because contin- 
ued logging and grazing jeopardized 


the Mexican spotted owl, the Forest 
Service "grandfathered" in all ongoing 
logging and grazing, making them 
exempt from the added protections of 
the newly revised plans. 

In September 1996, Forest Guard- 
ians and the Southwest Center sued 
the Forest Service, arguing that the 
National Forest Management Act re- 
quires all ongoing projects (includ- 
ing timber sales and grazing allot- 
ments) be updated to comply with 
all aspects of newly amended forest 
plans. When the district court judge 
did not act on our preliminary in- 
junction request, we appealed to the 
9th Circuit Court of Appeals, win- 
ning an injunction against 18 timber 
sales on May 30, 1997. 

Onjuly 14, 1997, the district court 
ruled against us, and the Forest Ser- 
vice moved to have the appeals court 
lift its injunction. We responded with 
an appeal and a request for an emer- 
gency injunction. Onjuly 25, 1997, 
the appeals court simultaneously 
lifted the preliminary injunction and 
handed down a new emergency in- 
junction which will remain in place 
until the final decision is made on 
the appeal. 
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The Problem with Consensus 


continued from front page 

Consensus processes are extremely powerful tools. 
Through them one can obtain agreements that are 
impossible to accomplish in any other way, and 
create agreements where ordinary political processes 
are unable to do so. But they can also be used to 
artificially manufacture the appearance of consent 
and legitimate actions which, absent such a process, 
would be impossible to accomplish. 

While local partnerships are thought by many to 
provide relatively conflict-free implementation of 
existing environmental laws, in reality they proceed 
from misguided ideas about what "gridlock" is and 
how it arose, and misperceptions of the proper role 
of forest activists. 

The existing legal and administrative processes 
that govern federal land management issues like 
logging, grazing and mining are well understood by 
grassroots environmental activists. Facts are applied 
to laws in relatively professional adjudicative set- 
tings where the public's rights of participation and 
appeal are clearly spelled out and are enforceable. 

But the world of consensus meetings is much more 
complex, and once we leave the adjudicative world 
for the other we’hre on very slippery ground. Success- 
fully appealing timber sales or serving as the president 
of a local volunteer environmental group is no prepa- 
ration for serving on local consensus groups and 
conducting face to face negotiations with people who 
may be professionally trained negotiators. And un- 
like traditional activism in which everyone's roles are 
well established, consensus groups present some dif- 
ficult dilemmas unique to activists. For example, a 
timber industry representative has the power to com- 
mit his company to a course of action, but no envi- 
ronmentalist can commit the public or the environ- 
mental community to any course of action — an activ- 
ist has a very limited grant of authority. 

Additionally, grassroots activists are neither funded 
nor equipped with the tools to replace the monitor- 
ing, enforcement and proper sale preparation that 
agencies are legally tasked and funded to perform. 
Nor do we possess the skills and resources to resist 
the inevitable pressures that even land management 
agencies have thus far been unable to resist. Activists 
are generally volunteers, while other people on 
these groups are paid representatives of business- 
type organizations. Local environmentalists often 
do not have the time, resources and ability to advo- 
cate the public interest like school boards, timber- 
company associations, woodworkers unions and 
local businesses, which often have direct financial 
interests in the outcome of these decisions. 

But the most important problem is that being a 
decision-maker over local, specific applications of fed- 
eral land-policy regulations is just not a forest activist's 
role. As envisioned, "partnership" groups will make 
decisions and give permission to conduct commodity 
extraction on public lands. Whistle blowing and de- 
tecting improper agency acts are one thing, becoming 
a police officer, administrator or actual 


decision maker is altogether different. The forest activ- 
ist's role is like the citizen patrols that try to keep drug 
dealers out of neighborhoods. These patrols have no 
authority to, say, shoot drug dealers or arrest them, and 
neither are they authorized to permit dealers to work 
in one area so as to keep another area drug-free. 

We do not abandon local police departments and 
turn law enforcement responsibilities over to local 
neighborhood watch programs. Forest activists have 
no right or authority to give anyone permission to 
cut down trees or graze an allotment. Public land 
does not belong to local activists any more than it 
belongs to the timber industry. 

What are we to do on the many national forests and 
millions of acres of public forest and grazing land in 
other parts of the West that lack even a single resident 
activist — not to speak of New England, where power- 
ful, statewide environmental organizations are com- 
pletely dominated by people with strong ties to 
extractive industry. Irrespective of how enamored 
our legislators are with the Quincy and other partner- 
ships, most grassroots activists reject the legitimacy of 
many of the so called "grassroots environmental 
activists" serving on these local boards. Indeed, we 
have seen a pattern of arbitrarily excluding our most 
effective activists from these partnerships in favor of 
more tractable and malleable ones. 

The underlying problems these various partnerships 
seek to address: litigation, conflict and gridlock, are not 
caused by communication breakdowns. They are symp- 
toms of agencies not following clear directives and 
laws, and allowing the legislative branch to improperly 
meddle in the executive branch of government. 

The "gridlock" in our forests today is caused by 
decades of willful lack of enforcement of laws in our 
national forests that have forced the courts to 
enjoin many of the routine operations of our land 
management agencies. This is akin to what might 
have occurred if Eisenhower and subsequent presi- 
dents, when faced with unambiguous court deci- 
sions to desegregate the schools in Little Rock and 
elsewhere, had stalled, prevaricated and dragged 
their feet instead of sending armed troops in to 
enforce the laws literally over the bodies of local 
governors, mayors and sheriffs. A failure to do so 
would probably have led to decades of lawsuits, 
creating confusion, turmoil, conflict and gridlock 
in the South's education systems. 

In addition to these difficult practical problems 
with consensus groups, there are some larger but 
little discussed issues and trends shaping the "part- 
nership" movement. "Talk and log" groups have not 
just suddenly appeared in a vacuum; America's fun- 
damental assumptions about the political decision- 
making process itself are being systematically re- 
shaped by a new political theory called neoliberal- 
ism, which aggressively and specifically promotes 
ideas like local consensus groups. 

A central tenet of neoliberalism, a political theory 
of governmental administration for which former 
Labor Secretary Robert Reich is a leading proponent, 
is a tendency to view the purpose of government in 
strictly economic terms and to ascribe the cause of 



most problems to market inefficiencies and too little 
competition. Under this approach, all conflict is 
resolved by using rational, professional problem- 
solving to find win-win, job-creating solutions. A 
defining characteristic of this approach is a reluc- 
tance to ascribe the cause of any problem to perva- 
sive and systematic corruption, or to the ability of 
the rich and the strong to take advantage of the poor 
and the weak. 

This theory is in sharp contrast to what forest 
activists have learned from decades of experience, 
a world view best summed up by Saul Alinsky — 
probably the 20th century's best grassroots com- 
munity organizer — who said: "We live in a world of 
unbelievable deceit and corruption... Giant corpo- 
rations are unbelievably oppressive and follow a 
win-lose philosophy.... (and) will go to any length 
to make more money." 

In juxtaposition to the world vfew of neoliberals, 
where the consideration of corruption and influ- 
ence-peddling is banished to the memory hole, 
Alinsky's world view held that societal problems 
often have a strong component of corruption. 

Not every public policy issue involves corruption, 
but an administration that consistently rejects sys- 
temic corruption as a policy factor severely cripples 
its ability to deal with the problems requiring con- 
frontational action. Unless the land management 
agencies undergo an epiphany like Saul of Tarsus on 
the road to Damascus and rise up reborn, traditional 
Alinsky-type activism will continue to be required. 
We cannot accept the hazy expectation that local 
citizen enforcement could somehow become an 
effective protector of the environment. 

The essence of why one should not use locals as 
"enforcers" was summed up one of Saul Alinsky's 
stories. His views were shaped by an incident that 
occurred while he was working on his doctoral 
dissertation about A1 Capone's mob in the prohibi- 
tion era. Alinsky was sort of adopted by them and 
allowed to freely examine their books and records. 
One day he noticed that although Capone had 20 hit 
men on his local payroll, the mob paid $7,500 to 
bring in out-of-town killers for local hits. He inno- 
cently asked Frank Nitti, Capone's top "enforcer," 
why they wasted their money like this. 

Nitti was shocked at Alinsky's ignorance: "Look 
kid,’" he said patiently, "sometimes our guys might 
know the guy they're hitting, they might have been 
to his house for dinner, taken his kids to the ball 
game, been the best man at his wedding, gotten 
drunk together... one of our boys goes up... he 
knows... there's gonna be a widow, kids without a 
father, funerals, weeping — Christ, it'd be murder." 

Alinsky said Frank thought he was a bit callous and 
insensitive for even questioning the practice. 

The common-sense insight that outside people 
are more suitable enforcers has been forgotten as 
the environmental community becomes increas- 
ingly drawn into consensus and partnerships which 
will supposedly replace, at least partially, the exist- 
ing "outside" federal enforcement of national en- 
vironmental laws with local, consensus-based part- 
nerships. Where will the path that replaces effec- 
tive administration and oversight of our laws with 
schmoozy consensus groups and phony partner- 
ships eventually lead us? Will we someday see the 
control of the Statue of Liberty given over to a local 
Staten Island partnership that closes its meetings to 
outsiders and designates 50 percent of its board 
seats to local scrap iron dealers? 

No approach can better serve the needs of 
transnational corporations, waging a "take-no-pris- 
oners/win-lose" war on the world, than to have 
their only potential opposition, grassroots social 
and environmental change activists, adopt a win- 
win strategy. To adopt consensus-based solutions is 
a sure fire way to eventually turn all forest activists 
into what, in Yiddish, are called "nudniks:" people 
who are always trying to get you to do what they 
want by constantly pestering and annoying you. 
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op Game Farming 


continued from the front page 

current of electricity runs between them. According 
to a former Big Velvet foreman, the first three bulls 
immobilized using this device sustained such severe 
muscular and skeletal injuries that they had to be 
euthanized, but ranch personnel have now worked 
out a more efficient voltage. A representative of 
High Plains Systems recommends that the current 
be cranked up initially to knock the animal down, 
then tuned to a lower voltage to allow the animal's 
paralyzed lungs to exhale. According to the repre- 
sentative, this greatly lowers the risk of animal 
mortality. At the Big Velvet, bulls will undergo the 
velveting process every year until they attain an age 
and antler development sufficient to interest a cli- 
ent who will come to the ranch and shoot them in 
an expensive and surrealistic hunting mock-up. 

In early September, clients arrive to stay at the 
"lodge" nestled into the scattered timber in the 
foothills of the Sapphire Mountains, on the east side 
of the Bitterroot Valley. The clients will be driven 
around the upper enclosure of the ranch with a 
ranch employee, called a "guide," to peruse the farm 
bulls and decide which one of them to shoot. The 
bulls are harassed by ranch employees for several 
days preceding the arrival of the client to ensure 
that they will not mistake the truck carrying the 
clients for the truck which weekly brings them hay 
and feed. The entire experience (including video- 
taping and still photography of the kill) will cost the 
client anywhere from $5,900 to $20,000 or more, 
depending on the size and age of the chosen bull, 
and how many points his antlers will score on the 
Boone and Crockett official scoring scale, even 
though the Boone and Crockett Club has made it 
very clear that no farm-raised animal will ever be 
knowingly recognized in their Record of North 
American Big Game. Clients often become evasive 
about the experience once they leave the ranch, and 
a client from Minnesota managed to have a picture 
of himself and his Big Velvet kill printed in the 
outdoor section of the local newspaper. 

Neither he nor the reporter mentioned the 96- 
inch wire mesh fence that encloses the shooting 
area. The client did say that "we had a dickens of a 
time getting him out," even though the animal was 
shot within easy range of the truck's winch and 
cable setup. In 1996, clients of the Big Velvet 
Ranch dispatched 67 bulls to a local meat packing 
establishment. 

Cruel as it may be, the "velveting" process is legal. 
Shooting farm-raised animals inside a fence is also 
perfectly legal. But other aspects of the Big Velvet 
operation are not nearly so well-approved by the 
law. Since Len and Barbie Wallace came to the 
Bitterroot Valley from southern California in 1990, 
they have received violation notices from the Mon- 
tana Department of Environmental Quality, the 
Bitterroot Conservation District, Montana Depart- 
ment of Fish, Wildlife and Parks (MDFWP) and the 
US Army Corps of Engineers. In the late spring of 
1993, Wallace constructed several makeshift and 
thoroughly illegal dams along Lowman Creek to 
provide water and wallowing areas for his captive 
elk. Several locals, including Wallace's own ranch 
foreman at the time, advised him that the dams 
would fail during runoff. During a period of Chi- 
nook winds in late February of 1994, snowmelt 
caused the failure of every one of the dams, sending 
a wall of water and debris down into Rye Creek, 
flattening the ranch fences and tearing away the 
creek banks on both the Big Velvet property and 
that of the Wallaces' downstream neighbors. The 
mud and debris eventually reached the main stem 
of the Bitterroot River. The small resident popula- 
tion of westslope cutthroat trout in Lowman Creek 
disappeared and riparian areas along Rye Creek 
were destroyed. The dam construction alone was 
cited by the Corps of Engineers as a violation of the 
federal Clean Water Act, and when field representa- 
tives of that agency visited the Big Velvet, they cited 
the Wallaces for other violations concerning the 
vast network of roads recently pushed through the 
upper property to access the lodge and shooting 
areas. These roads had been built with absolutely no 
regard for terrain or erosion potential; they lacked 


culverts where they crossed the many drainages, and 
fill from the roadbeds had blocked seasonal creeks. 
These violations remain unaddressed four years later, 
as do citations from the local Bitterroot Conservation 
District concerning outright pollution of Rye Creek 
from the Big Velvet's CAFO — "concentrated animal 
feeding operation." One employee of the Bitterroot 
Conservation District calls Len Wallace a "tapdancer" 
who has repeatedly shown "disregard and contempt 
for the district." 

In 1996, Wallace built a maze of fences and 
bridges around, over and along the creek, in an 
attempt to keep the elk from further degrading the 
banks and threatening 
his own property. He 
said in a recent inter- 
view that he built fences, 
put up bridges and 
posted little signs for the 
elk that say "Do Not 
Poop or Pee Here," and 
that the elk have read 
them and been "very 
compliant." The local 
community and the 
many representatives of 
public service agencies 
that are forced to deal 
with him find this state- 
ment far less humorous 
than does Mr. Wallace. 

Ongoing pollution 
from the crowded feed- 
lots where the elk are 
confined during the 
colder months has been 
a problem at the Big Vel- 
vet since 1994, when 
Wallace received his 
fourth expansion permit 
from the MDFWP to 
erect a so-called "game- 
proof" fence around 
1,400 acres of his 5,000- 
acre property. Although 
he stated at the time that 
he planned to use the expansion only for grazing 
the 77 head of elk then penned on the Big Velvet, 
Wallace began to pack the ranch with elk from all 
over the US and Canada as soon as the fourth 
enclosure permit was approved. Within two years 
there were over 800 elk, whitetails and mule deer on 
the ranch. The feedlots are all clustered on the banks 
of Rye Creek, which at one time was the single most 
productive trout fishery in the Bitterroot drainage. 
By 1995 the packed feedlots at the Big Velvet pro- 
duced an epidemic of the Cryptosporidium virus 
that killed 30 head of elk and caused illness in ranch 
employees. Cryptosporidium is nasty; it once con- 
taminated the water supply of Milwaukee, Wiscon- 
sin, causing severe illness in 400,000 residents. The 
outbreak at the Big Velvet was reported to the 
Centers for Disease Control in Atlanta by the veteri- 
narian then employed at the ranch. Downstream 
neighbors fear contamination of Rye Creek and the 
Bitterroot River and believe, along with nearly every 
wildlife conservation and hunting group in Mon- 
tana, that the Big Velvet Ranch has proven itself to 
be, in the words of a representative of the National 
Wildlife Federation (NWF), a "rogue operation," 
threatening humans livestock, and, most of all, 
native wild elk and deer populations. "The Big 
Velvet Ranch," says the representative, "illustrates 
exactly why the NWF is opposed to game farming." 

In 1996 Len Wallace applied for yet another 
permit to fence in another 1,800 acres of his prop- 
erty. This expansion would have made the Big 
Velvet the largest game farm in the state of Mon- 
tana, and it would have displaced a large herd of 
wild elk and more than 700 native mule deer. Public 
outcry against the mighty expansion plan was loud 
and fast. As it is now, the fenced-in area at the Big 
Velvet has already destroyed a huge section of 
traditional winter range for wild elk and mule deer. 
The fenced land was once home to over 400 mule 
deer, all of which had to be displaced before the 
fences could legally be installed. A massive hazing 


effort to displace the animals was deemed a "mixed 
success" by MDFWP officials, and wardens of that 
agency were forced to shoot 49 mule deer that 
refused to leave the property. Many times during 
the winters of 1 995 and 1 996 wild deer breached the 
giant fence, trying to gain access to their winter 
ranges. A cougar entered the enclosure, as well as a 
black bear and numerous coyotes. Each breaching 
had to be extensively investigated by the wardens 
from MDFWP, and any wild animals found were 
either killed or tranquilized and examined, as any 
contact with the captive ranch animals could easily 
transmit exotic and devastating diseases to the wild 

herds and native animals 
living just outside the 
ranch perimeter. Citing 
the fact that MDFWP al- 
ready spent over 
$200,000 of the public's 
money trying to bring 
the Big Velvet Ranch into 
compliance with Mon- 
tana and federal laws, the 
many unresolved water 
quality violations, the 
loss of winter and sum- 
mer range for wildlife 
and the negative public 
comments, MDFWP de- 
nied the expansion per- 
mit. Wallace has prom- 
ised to appeal and has 
gathered support from 
the local "property 
rights" movement, 
which opposes any envi- 
„ ronmental regulation on 
I private land. The 
■| Wallaces have entered 
1 into running feuds with 
S’ their neighbors and have 
| also recently been under 
investigation for a series 
of threatening telephone 
calls made to game farm 
opponents, including 
Terry Klampe, a former Montana state senator. A 
photographer taking photos of the penned elk from 
a public road was buzzed by ranch employees buzz 
on an ATV, just after game farm supporters declared 
at a public meeting that the Big Velvet was "a 
wonderful tourist attraction." 

The Big Velvet Ranch is very high profile in the 
rapidly-expanding game farm industry. While 
Wallace has perhaps been more defiant of the 
regulatory agencies than most game farmers, the 
industry is filled with unsavory characters and 
profiteers who risk the destruction of all wild 
game. The laws are not yet in place to stop them, 
even though biologists have long been aware of 
the risks. In 1994, bovine tuberculosis was passed 
from game farm animals owned by Greg Stires of 
Chino, California into wild herds of mule deer 
around Hardin, Montana. A 1990 tuberculosis 
epidemic on game farms in Alberta, Canada, forced 
the Canadian government to exterminate 2,700 
head of farm elk, pay $24 million in compensa- 
tion to game ranchers and issue a general warning 
to Alberta hunters. Forty-one human beings con- 
tracted the disease during the outbreak. Genetic 
pollution of Alberta's wild herds has also been 
confirmed, as an estimated 20 game farm elk 
carrying the genes of New Zealand red deer have 
escaped into the wild. No one is certain what this 
genetic pollution will bring about — except for 
Len Wallace who asserts, "My elk have far supe- 
rior genetics to any wild herd around here." Game 
farms in Canada make all their money from the 
velvet market and from meat sales'. Shoot-for-pay 
is illegal there, so many of the largest bulls are 
exported to game ranches in the US as so-called 
"shooter bulls." 

In Montana, there were 85 new permit applica- 
tions for game farms in 1 996 alone. It is only a matter 
of time before this industry, which profits a few 
people from the unconscionable torture of elk, will 
cause great and probably irreparable harm to all of us. 
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continued from page 3 
right when they appropriately 
decried the timber workers' 
blockade, but offered to join 
them instead to blockade raw 
log exports, the real reason for 
lost mill jobs. 

Hey, folks, read your own pa- 
per. The front page feature pays 
tribute to resistance to logging 
in British Columbia, and men- 
tions that "Greenpeace's [boat] 
Moby Dick [is] anchored nearby 
providing support." On the page 
opposite the Wolves and 
Poodles column is an ar- 
ticle appropriately de- 
crying the felony 
convictions of activ- 
ists blockading a log 
export ship. This 
piece is even 
authored by a Jour- 
nal editor. 

What's next, a wolf 
award for Operation 
Rescue activists who 
blockade abortion clinics? 
Sheesh! 

Additionally, the letters sec- 
tion reads like a toy for the jour- 
nal staff. There is a petty debate 
about the environmental impacts 
of various editors' personal hab- 
its, and a submission from one 
editor's dog. Only buried way in 
the back are letters that respond 
to something that actually ap- 
peared in the paper. 

I've come to expect editorials 
on page 2 that are provocative. I 
completely respect that moving 
your office and tight deadlines 
left you little time to write an 
editorial this time. However, the 
rambling filler telling us how 
stressed you were, prominently 
featured on the second page, 
doesn't make a very good im- 
pression for new readers. A guest 
editorial or even a reprint from 
another publication would have 
been more appropriate. 

Do you have an explanation 
for this bizarre disappearance of 
your collective judgment? I hope 
it has now reappeared. As always, 

I look forward to the next issue. 

Compulsively searching for 
typos, 

— Beverly Cherner 

Editors: 

The Earth First! Journal recently 
gave Working Assets a "poodle" 
for our participation in two en- 


ergy pilot programs. The article 
leaves readers with a deeply flawed 
impression of what we are doing. 

Our mission is to build a more 
just and sustainable world. Over 
the past decade, we have donated 
over $10 million to progressive 
groups and generated nearly 3 
million calls and letters on criti- 
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cal matters of public policy. 

We have done this by being a 
phone company, but have re- 
cently started looking at the elec- 
tricity industry — a truly destruc- 
tive industry. Here are some of 
the public positions we have 
taken on the industry: 

1. All utilities must incorpo- 
rate renewable power. Our own 
Citizen Action program has gen- 
erated more calls and letters to 
Congress in support of requiring 
renewables than anyone else. 

2. Every distributor of energy 

must be required to dis- 
close the source of 
their power. 

All of our cus- 
tomers have re- 
ceived detail infor- 
mation on our 
power sources. 

3. Public fund- 
ing should con- 
tinue for develop- 
ing renewable 
power sources. 

4. Ratepayers or tax- 
payers should not bail out nuclear 
utilities from having to pay for 
their earlier foolish investments 
in nuclear power. 

Far from promoting dirty 
power, we are among the biggest 
promoters of clean energy. 

We have set up a special site at 
http://www.wald.com/thefacts 
for those who would like addi- 
tional information about our en- 
ergy business. 

Below we provide corrections 
to specific errors: 

The article grossly distorts our 
agreement to buy power from 
New England Power. We are pur- 
chasing power from eleven spe- 
cific facilities — none of which are 
nuclear, coal, or Hydro-Quebec. 

Second, our customers are pay- 
ing less than they paid before. 
We promised savings compared 
to their current supplier and we 
have delivered them. 

Sincerely, 

— Michael Kieschnick 
President, Working Assets 

To the Editor: 

I have been an avid reader of 
EF!J for many years now; writing 
to SFB only on rare occasions. 
However, I was recently moved 
to write in light of the misinfor- 
mation given in the article "Su- 
perheroes Against Genetix-Its 
[sic] Not Just Cricket" (EF!J 
vol.XVII, No. 
VII; Aug-Sept 
1997). 

To debate 
the right and 
wrongs of "ge- 
netic engi- 
neering" of 
crop plants 
goes beyond 
the scope of 
this letter. 
However, 
"JoJo Tato" 
was grossly 
incorrect 
about some of 
the "facts" he/ 
she stated in 
the above-mentioned article. 

Because genetic engineering 
(GE) is a new technology, many 
are quick to rise in opposition 
resulting from a fear of what we 
don’t fully understand. In fact, 
GE differs little from the tradi- 
tional methods of plant breed- 
ing. All the crops we depend on 


for food in the Western world are 
a product of this — make no mis- 
take about it, few of the plants 
you eat daily, resemble (even re- 
motely) the wild type ("normal, " 
if you like) ones. The idea with 
plant breeding is to select traits 
(manifestation of genes) which 
are desired and combine them, 
usually one at a time, into a hy- 
brid. With GE, the concept is the 
same. The attraction or benefit is 
that GE reduces the amount of 
time necessary — one doesn't have 
to wait for the plant to grow to 
maturity and bear fruit (often 
timely, eg. fruit trees). 

The author states "se- 
rious concerns about GE 
foods are numerous." 

This is certainly true, 
even among scientists 
working in this field. I 
am concerned as well. 
However, spreading 
myths and reporting fal- 
lacies only further con- 
founds the issue. "Genes 
from manipulated plants 
can be transferred to wild 
and cultivated relatives 
via pollination [and...] 
microorganisms. " This is 
a possibility and a big 
concern of researchers. 

Imagine herbicide resis- 
tance genes spreading to 
'non-target' plants. 
However, "all GE plants 
contain the cauliflower 
mosaic virus" is com- 
pletely false. In fact, NO 
GE plants do. They do, 
however, contain a small 
peice of DNA from the 
Caulimovirus (35S Pro- 
moter) which activates in- 
troduced genes (hinted at 
by JoJo Tato). As there is 
no virus in the plants, there is no 
possibility of recombination with 
other viruses, no "stronger strains 
produced," etc. End of story. 

Please try to have all the facts 
and the whole truths (no half- 
truths) next time. Although the 
author presents some valid con- 
cerns, I tend to disregard every- 
thing I read, when it's mixed 
with misinformation. 

Sincerely, 

— Britt A. Bunyard, PhD 
Dear Sirs, 

I was able to look at your pa- 
per. It is a very good one. I am 
interested in corresponding with 
anyone who can help me keep 
up with Mother Earth. I am on 
Death Row, a prisoner, without 
funds so I cannot afford your pa- 
per. I would really appreciate any- 
one writing me, so I can keep in- 
formed with what is going on. I 
thank you for your time and coop- 
eration. 

Yours truly, 

— Manuel Pardo. Jr. 

#111983 

Union Correctional Institution 
P Dorm, P-1-1-12-S 
P.O. Box 221 
Raiford, FL 32083 

Ed. note: As always, the Journal is 
free to prisoners. 

Dear Sirs: 

From what I have read from 
your web site, and from the me- 
dia of your activities, your group 
displays the same not-uncom- 
mon hypocrisy of most environ- 
mental groups. While you claim 


to want to save the earth from 
the ravages of man and corpo- 
rations, you use products from 
these very same corporations 
in your daily activities. 

I will bet money most of your 
membership drives cars, built 
by a large corporation, and fu- 
eled by the products of an oil 
company. The computer you are 
receiveing this e-mail on was 
built by a corporation. 

While you ostensibly want to 
save the earth, most of the poli- 
cies you advocate empower the 
central government, and seek to 
reduce the level of freedom in 


this country held by individu- 
als. If you want land kept natu- 
ral, why don't you buy it and 
keep it natural? That is your right 
to do so. But when you seek to 
empower government to tell me 
what 1 can and cannot do with 
my land, you are advocating the 
use of the power of government 
to steal from me. 

Private property is the basis of 
freedom — yours included! If all 
property is subject to so much 
environmental regulation that 
it cannot be used in any mean- 
ingful way, our society will cease 
to function. Since that seem- 
ingly is what you want, my sug- 
gestion to you is this: buy a large 
tract of land. Live like cave men 
on that land, in natural splen- 
dor and harmony with nature. 
Prove to the world that your 
way is the more noble way. But 
until that time, leave me alone! 

The free enterprise system you 
seek to destroy is sustaining you 
right now! You are the benefi- 
ciaries of modern health ad- 
vances, immunizations, modern 
food growing methods, and a 
society whose members live 
longer than at any time in hu- 
man history. 

1 do not think I may change 
your mind with this letter, but I 
have made some points you need 
to address. 

Sincerely, 

— Mark Dickey 

Dear Silicon for Brains, 

It is sad to me that even the 
editors of the Earth First! Journal 
can be hypnotised by the spe- 
cious promises of computer tech- 


nology. I don't really even mind 
that you folks have a website and 
use computers to lay out the Jour- 
nal. What bothers me though is 
your lack of critical thinking to- 
ward computer technology, for 
there is a huge difference between 
using computers and deciding that 
"computers are our friends." (Ed. 
notebyjim Flynn in Lughnasadh, 
1997) 

Computers may indeed be use- 
ful as a tool to spread the word 
via website, and doing page lay- 
out, but they are not our 
"friends, " nor should they be con- 
sidered anything more than sim- 
ply a tool by any envi- 
ronmentalist. Cars 
may be useful tools to 
get people to a Head- 
waters demo. But they 
are not our "friends." 
Refrigerators may be 
useful tools to keep 
our food cold, but 
they are not our 
"friends." This paper 
may be a useful tool 
to write my thoughts, 
but in reality is not 
my "friend." 

Computers can in- 
deed be useful to the 
environmental move- 
ment, but we should 
not delude ourselves. 
In fact, any power and 
prestige we have got- 
ten via computers, 
the forces of evil — in- 
dustrialized, capital- 
ist, imperialist cul- 
ture — have attained 
the same thing ten- 
fold. The invention 
and propagation of 
computer technology 
have clearly acceler- 
ated the destruction of the planet 
by facilitating the increased pro- 
duction of consumer items, the 
vast accumulation of capital, the 
globalization of the marketplace, 
genetic research, artificial intelli- 
gence, etc., etc. (of course the 
pollution from computer manu- 
facturing, the high rate of obso- 
lescence, and the social and medi- 
cal costs of a society obsessed w / 
computers are important issues 
as well.) 

It has always pissed me off that 
the national groups have become 
so computer dependent and in- 
duce guilt if an activist is not on 
e-mail or surfing the web. ..screw 
them. I hope the Journal does not 
fall into the same dysfunctional 
trap. 

P.S. I hope "Fluff-head" was 
wrong and you all don't drive to 
the office everyday, for if you do 
I'll have to write another letter. 

— Philip Goff 

Dear SFB: 

So, you guys and gals at the 
EF!J drive cars everywhere, huh? 
Does that mean that whenever I 
send you (EF!J) extra money, that 
you might well be spending it on 
gas or other auto-related items? 
What kind of imposters are you? 

I suppose it's "too difficult" to 
take the bus or bike. I can hear it 
now, spoken, as if from the 
mouth of a Republican: "It takes 
sooo long to ride the bus. Waaah! 
Waaaah! I really think I care 
about the environment, but 
waaah! Boo hoo!" 

Obviously by running the EF!J 
you're doing more than the aver- 
age bonehead. But if this info 
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about the entire staff driving to 
work every day is true, your 
rantings are just that— rantings. 

Please address this issue. I want 
to know if it is true, so I can 
decide whether or not you all are 
a bunch of two-faced assholes. 

Sincerely, 

— Billy B. 

Editor's response: 

Was it a terrible timber sale that 
provoked such a vehement response? 
Was it yet another toxic assault on 
our one and only planet by greed- 
besotted thugs? Was it, perhaps, a 
report of a vicious attack by wise use 
crank-heads on a hapless activist? 
No! Some of our readership has got- 
ten all hot and bothered by a snide 
comment in SFB by one of last 
issue's short-termers regarding the 


staff isn't pure. Staffers variously 
listen to CDs, eat packaged food, 
shop at COSTCO, smoke cigarettes, 
drink corporate beer, ride alumi- 
num bicycles, fly across the coun- 
try, engage in unsafe sex and har- 
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bar shocking thoughts, sometimes 
all at once. None of them weave their 
own clothes, grow their own grain or 
open your (industrially-produced pa- 
per) letters with a flint knife. 

Those of you without sin should 
form a select committee to hire a 


Editors: 

I'd like to say Thank You, Thank 
You, Thank You, for doing the 
good work. 

A million thanks for taking a 
stand. 

Love your site, 
Love the Earth 
Looking forward to 
meeting you'all in 
both places 

— Jeffrey Gold 

Dear SFB: 

I am writing to call for an all 
out war against cloning and bio- 
technology in general. Cloning 
is a direct assault on nature, tak- 
ing the very thing that makes 
each living being special and ma- 
nipulating it for the good of hu- 
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staff's car use. Well, everybody, 
it's true. All the long-term editorial 
staffers own cars, some of them 
more than one. Not all the cars 
work, mind you, and all of them are 
pre-1 980. During the move to a new 
office last issue, there was a lot of 
driving back and forth and hauling 
stuff around. The out-of-town short- 
termers were living in the old Jour- 
nal house and had no bikes. Now 
most of the staff happily peddles the 
commute, nearly every day. Some of 
us live aways from town and catch 
rides in with our partners, in cars. 
So, Billy B., two-faced assholes it is. 
Nowhere in our budget do we pay 
directly for the use of cars. 

To those freaking out about Jim 
Flynn's silly response to the letter 
about the pixelated masthead from 
two issues ago, it was a mistake 
caused by our inexperience with 
the new four-color printing process. 
Yes, yes, computers are very bad, 
but the EF!J uses the best computer 
equipment it can afford, and will 
continue to do so until the move- 
ment decides otherwise. We're put- 
ting out a paper here, not saving 
the planet. What we do is inher- 
ently wasteful. The hope is the 
paper will provoke more action on 
behalf of the earth than it does 
damage. If that equation ever comes 
out negative, shut us down at once. 

Among the letters we didn't print 
were repetitions of the old saw 
that if you use paper, gas, etc., you 
can't criticize industrial 
clearcutting or the car culture. It's 
one thing for belligerent industry 
morons to bellow such rubbish at 
demonstrators on the street; it's 
another to have our own people 
comparing purity size in some kind 
of self-righteous circle-jerk. You 
eat meat! You use computers! You 
drive cars! Wank wank. 

Lifestyle cops, fuck off. The EF!J 


collective whose lifestyle credentials 
are pure in thought, word and deed. 
The rest of you go find something else 
to get all flushed and sweaty about. 
—The Mabon '97 EF!J staff 

Earthfirst- 

Your comrades-in-arms here in 
London recently invaded my of- 
fice looking to make a political 
impact. Unfortunately while they 
were illegally trespassing on com- 
pany property they ransacked my 
personal files. I can understand 
your need to vent your frustra- 
tions and get your point of view 
across, but this type of action is 
most regrettable. People like Mar- 
tin Luther King new how to suc- 
ceed in changing the system; you 
guys have no clue. When you 
suborn my personal rights, trans- 
gress my personal files and infor- 
mation, my children's photos, etc. 
you have gone too far. As your 
actions get more outlandish, it 
conveys the message that you 
have to resort to more extreme 
measures to get noticed; the mark 
of a truly doomed lot. The bottom 
line is you got no notice in the 
press about your occupation so 
your efforts went for naught there. 
You only succeeded in alienating 
one more scientist, his family, 
and who knows how many more? 
At this rate, you guys and girls will 
continue to be your own worst 
enemy. Keep it up. I was trained 
in Oceanography, I have a love of 
the ocean and geology — this 
earth — that you just do not un- 
derstand. I have instilled that in 
my children; after last week's 
events they will certainly learn 
what is right and what is wrong. 
As grown men and women you 
still don't know the difference. 

— Tom 

THCO@CHEVRON.COM 
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mans. It must be stopped!!! So, 
whether you write to your sena- 
tor or break into the labs and 
burn em (after liberating the ani- 
mals first of course). Do what- 
ever it takes to stop this atrocity. 

Love, 

— Insta Gator 

P.S. "Ernest 
goes to camp" 
is an awesome 
movie. He 
shows those 
miners who's 
boss when they 
burn down 
their equip- 
ment and 

sends in turtles 
to kick some 
ass. I think 
there are some 
valuable tactics 
to be learned 
from this movie 
when dealing 
with rough- 
neck miners or 
loggers. 

Dear EF! 

Let me start 
by saying I fully 
believe and re- 
spect every- 
thing that EF! stands for. I've 
only just recently been getting 
your newsletter and I find it very 
well done. 

So far, the only thing I've read 
which really made me question 
the group is the "poodle" given to 
Dave Foreman. Maybe I just hate 
to see a hero of mine put down, 
but that little article really annoyed 
me. I'm sure that I'm not the only 
person that was inspired to join 
the Wilderness movement by the 
writings and actions of Dave Fore- 
man. I guess I'm just wondering if 
the "poodle" wasn't partly 
inspired by Foreman's 
split with EF! Regardless, 
Foreman is an important 
part of modern day ef- 
forts for the Earth and 
surely if he's done some- 
thing wrong there should 
be more written about it 
than three sentences. I 
want actual information 
and both sides of the ar- 
gument before I will ac- 
cept that Foreman has be- 
trayed the side of Nature. 


Remember, unity is important 
and nothing inspires more 
people to unite than a hero. 
Thus, they should not be tread 
upon lightly. 

I'd appreciate a more thorough 
article on Foreman's alleged 
wrong-doing. 

Sincerely, 

— Rob Boley 

Blessings Earth First! 

When people feel drawn to be 
on-the-land support at Big Moun- 
tain, there are some important 
realities not prioritized by many 
activists. As a consequence, non- 
indians invariably bring prob- 
lems that Dineh people resisting 
genocide do not need. 

Courtesy shown toward all 
Dineh people, Dineh Elders in 
particular, is a step 
toward building 
trust. Greet all 
people with 'Ya te 
hey' and the char- 
acteristic gentle 
handshake. Lis- 
ten as never before. Don't domi- 
nate conversations. Accept guid- 
ance. Learn as much of the 
Dineh language as you can — 
tapes and books are available in 
Flagstaff. 

Dress neatly and modestly, 



Do not be ignorant of the extent 
of damage done. Alcohol was 
also a problem with at Cove 
Mallard in northern Idaho. Nez- 
Perce people let it be known that 
though they supported the road- 
blockade, they could not camp 
there because of the alcohol con- 
sumption. If that problem could 
be finally overcome, the needed 
alliance-building between Tra- 
ditional Indian people and envi- 
ronmentalists would become the 
force for solution that we've yet 
to see become living vision. 

Self discipline is a must. Be 
prepared to rise at dawn, work 
hard and accept direction from 
the Elder you're supporting. If 
you're in a camp, impose disci- 
pline upon yourself and set an 
example. Though the Feds are not 
a continual physical presence, the 
threat is constant. Be always pre- 
pared. Big Mountain is the 
Chiapas of amerika. We must 
strive to work on facets of expan- 
sion that breeds success in these 
struggles that face all of life. 

peace- 

— SWANEAGLE HARIJAN 

Dear shit fer brains, 

Hey all. 

Regarding the printed version 
of the article "Canada Convicts 



wearing dirty, ragged or see- 
through clothing is seen as a 
lack of self-respect offending 
Dineh people. Wearing shoes 
prevents injury and is necessary 
for reasons of cleanliness. There 
have been problems with dysen- 
tery among non-indian support- 
ers due to filth. Lack of water is 
no reason for unhealthy condi- 
tions. Dineh people have lived 
with little household water for 
centuries. Learn how to be clean 
with precious water. 

Alcohol is a maj or tool of geno- 
cide. If you cannot abstain, 
please stay away for it brings 
only sorrow and hardship to 
Dineh people among many oth- 
ers. Even if a Dineh person drinks 
it is not acceptable. This cannot 
be emphasized enough. Alcohol 
interferes with the ceremonies 
the Elders have to defend the 
Resistance. Hear the stories of 
death, violence and destruction 
brought on by white man's alco- 
hol. Go to Gallup, Farmington 
or the 'New Lands' and see the 
results of US policy and alcohol. 


Traditionalists," I would like to 
express my concern and disap- 
pointment at the removal of the 
citations that were in the origi- 
nal. Most of the quotes in this 
article came from various articles 
by Ben Mahony, of the Vancouver 
semi-alternative weekly, "Termi- 
nal City." Ben deserves to be cred- 
ited as one of the few writers who 
have covered Gustafsen Lake 
without demonizing the defend- 
ers or parroting the RCMP's pro- 
paganda. Other sources for this 
article included a piece by 
Gustafsen (non-native) 
defendent Trond Halle, and 
S.I.S.I.S bulletins. This piece was 
meant as an overview of the situ- 
ation, drawn from secondary 
sources, and I feel that the re- 
moval of citations presents it as 
something other than that 
(plagerism?). 

— Mark Stoddart 

Ed. note: Mark, the EF!J does not 
normally run source citations with 
any of its articles. Our apologies if 
proper credit was not given. 
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Anyone Who Hates 

the Sierra Club Can't Be All Cood 

Ron Arnold's New Book 


A Review of 

by Michael Donnelly 

One thing about a movement's 
longevity is that as time passes, 
movement historians weigh in 
with their take on just what 
it is that's been going on all 
these years, giving an air of 
legitimacy to it all. When 
your opponent's historians 
start to write — that's when it 
really gets serious. 

Ron Arnold, "America's 
leading advocate of the wise 
use movement" and Execu- 
tive Vice President of the 
Center for the Defense of 
Free Enterprise, has just 
published the awfully-titled 
EcoTerror — The Violent Agenda to 
Save Nature/The World of the 
Unabomber (Free Enterprise Press, 
1997). Let's say right off that the 
good news is he completely fails to 
make his title case. His six-degrees- 
of-separation-esque attempts to link 
Unabomber suspect Ted Kaczynski 
to the environmental movement 
are as laughable and hollow as the 
attempts to link Arnold himself to 
Timothy McVeigh and the right- 
wing militia. 

Arnold rehashes the flimsy 
claims of Barry Clausen as reported 
on ABC Network News: Kaczynski 
was at the November 1994 Native 
Forest Network Conference in 
Missoula, a workshop titled, "Focus 
on the Multinationals" took place 
there and Earth Firstlers were 
present. The strongest evidence 
Arnold provides that the 
Unabomber is an Earth Firstler is 
that Live Wild or Die and a copy of 
the Earth First! Journal with an 
article about the PR company and 
Unabomber target Burson- 
Marsteller were found in 
Unabomber suspect Theodore 
Kaczynski's cabin (somewhere 
alongside a dog-eared, well-notated 
copy of A1 Gore's ghostwritten 
tome, Earth in the Balance). This 
would be intriguing news, but 
Arnold fails to document his 
source for the claim, explaining 
that his own Deep Throat close to 
the Kaczynski investigation re- 
quires anonymity. 

Arnold's sheer credulity in accept- 
ing Clausen is astounding. After all, 
Clausen is the same guy who pur- 
ports to have broken the ecoterror 
chain of command. According to 
Clausen, whom Arnold thanks in 
the preface, the Turners (yep, Ted 
and Jane) are running things 
through Peter Bahouth of the Turner 
Foundation and the Ruckus Society's 
Mike Roselle. All I know is if anyone 
ever runs into them, tell them my 
check's late. 

The bad news is that Arnold 
documents close to 1,000 acts 
supposedly carried out against 
despoilers that consistently show 
"small operators" rather than big 
corporations as the targets. This 
"assault on the little guy" is a major 


theme of the book and will certainly 
be used widely against environmen- 
tal activists. 

Arnold has amassed quite the list of 
actions he considers "ecoterror." 

These range from common 
civil disobedience (which he 
considers violently preventing 
people from going to work), 
monkeywrenching, many 
instances of arson, bombings 
and the Unabomber murders. 
Other than the flimsy insinua- 
tions about Kaczynski, no 
murders are attributed to any 
environmentalists. He even 
refutes that a murder com- 
monly blamed on animal- 
rights activists, that of Dr. Hyram 
Kitchen, Dean of the Veterinary 
School of the University of Tennessee, 
was an act of "ecoterror." In fact, in 
most of the cases of actual physical 
violence he relates, it is the enviros 
that get "justifiably" pounded by 
angry loggers and ranchers. The list is 
an environmental classic, as it starts 
with Ed Abbey wielding 
the wrench. Classify it 
in the "what you never 
knew about your own 
movement" category. 

After delving deeply 
into the matter, Arnold 
flat out states, "I am 
convinced that they 
(Judi Bari and Darryl 
Cherney) had nothing 
to do with the bomb" 
that tore though their 
car. He does offer a 
tongue-in-cheek list of 
some bizarre counter 
theories, however. The 
one I like best is that 
"marijuana growers did 
it because Bari invited 
thousands of strangers 
into their growing 
area, endangering the 
crops by possible 
detection, theft or 
accidental trampling." 

In general, the book 
obsesses on Earth First! 

(Arnold studiously 
avoids the exclamation 
point) and animal- 
rights groups. He 
believes that almost all 
other environmental 
groups including, 
wildly, some national 
Big Greens, are merely "decoupling" 
groups — his term for groups and 
actions that are really conceived by 
the bad guys of Earth First!, the 
Animal Liberation Front, People for 
the Ethical Treatment of Animals or 
whomever. To Arnold, the 
"decoupling" effect is merely a ruse 
to gain plausible deniability. 

Arnold tends to treat what he 
calls the "social justice" faction of 
EF! far better than he does the 
"Apocalyptic Buckaroos." Mike 
Roselle fares far better than Dave 
Foreman. He actually does a cred- 
ible job of delineating the split 


between the two wings. In fact, he 
does a better job of this than any 
previous writer on the subject, 
especially Susan Zakin, author of 
Coyotes and Town Dogs. Arnold's 
"History" chapter is a must read, as 
is the excellent chapter titled 
"Reasons" which examines the 
motivations of environmentalists 
and the philosophical bases of 
deep ecology. 

Arnold's history is spotty, but on 
balance, much better than those of 
Zakin, Durbin, Manes, Foreman, 
Scarce, Chase, Halverg et al., who 
have set their versions in print. 
Sure, Arnold has some laughable 
errors. He has Roselle hanging with 
"the Yippies at the bloody 1968 
Democratic convention in Chi- 
cago" when Mike would have been 
all of 12-years-old. He even gets 
some current events wrong. His 
take on last November's Eugene 
auction of the Sphynx timber sale: 
"at least one-hundred-fifty angry 
protesters blocked the pick-up of 


timber company vice president 
Robbie Freres, the winning bidder, 
from leaving a nearby parking lot 
after the auction, shouting, 'Bidder 
Beware!"' In fact, our good buddy 
Robbie Freres was outbid by, get 
this, a mere three cents per 1,000 
board feet by Dennis Frank of 
Frank Lumber. And, in a scene 
reminiscent of Tienanmen Square, 
Lacey Phillabaum stood down 
Frank's weenie wagon by herself, 
until a phalanx of state police in 
full storm trooper regalia cleared 
his escape. 

One of the best stories in the 


book is Arnold's tale of the early- 
'70s Tucson Eco-raiders, which he 
calls the "first ecoterror group in 
America," and the inspiration for 
Ed Abbey's The Monkeywrench Gang. 
For years this story has been sup- 
pressed in the mainstream press 
because the developers who lost 
over $2 million dollars were afraid 
to publicize the losses and encour- 
age further "decommissioning" of 
subdivision sprawl. 

Unlike many in the wise use 
movement, Arnold makes a con- 
certed attempt to separate "radical" 
environmentalists from "terrorists." 

I give him a lot of credit for that, 
though his cast of characters doesn't 
add up. He is fair to some and 
completely off base with others. Rod 
Coronado and Dave Foreman are 
Arnold's biggest bogeymen. 

When Roselle learned that 
Arnold treated him rather well, his 
response was, "I don't want to be 
treated fairly by Ron Arnold!" 
echoing the embarrassment I felt 
and I'm sure a number of others 
will when they find out that Ron's 
disagreement with us is merely 
over our biocentric "cultural 
primitivism" beliefs and not some 
wild allegations of ecoterror. In 
Arnold's view I am naive, as I 
cannot accept that most of the 
folks he names as terrorists have 
ever done what he alleges. 

This book is highly intelli- 
gent and is well-written, 
sometimes reading as if 
Arnold thinks he's a novel- 
ist — he certainly thinks he's a 
philosopher. Though he 
clearly desires to be seen as a 
fair-minded patrician, deliber- 
ating the facts and adjudicat- 
ing in the favor of the people, 
the farce is a little too thin. 

For a journalist, the book is 
sometimes painful to read — 
with missing text blocks and 
poor editing. Likewise, it is 
seemingly meticulously 
footnoted, except when it 
matters. For example, Arnold 
documents the riveting 
minute by minute account of 
California Forestry 
Association's Gil Murray's 
final hours before opening an 
Unabomber mail bomb, but 
never sources the outlandish 
claim that the Unabomber 
had an accomplice. For a 
book that has many of the 
facts, dates and philosophies 
right, it's amazing how 
exasperatingly far off its 
conclusions are. 

Ultimately this book is a 
godsend for those that wish 
to, as Alex Cockburn notes, 
blame the economic and 
social restructuring of the West on 
"environmental ideologues and 
their violent agenda." Activists 
would do well to read it and take 
to -heart Arnold's account of the 
motivations of the wise use move- 
ment. Ecoterror, in recognition of 
the imperative to know one's 
enemy, attempts to do the same 
for the environmental movement. 
As Arnold shows, until we can 
recognize the logic, passion and 
righteousness of those claiming to 
defend the West, we are guilty of 
the same closed-mindedness that 
we associate with the other side. 



ECOTERROR 

THE VIOLENT flGEND^ 


TO SfiVE 



THE 
WORLD 

OF THE 

UN0BOMBER 

RON ARNOLD 
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COMMITMENT 


WHEN THE TOKTOISE COLLAPSES 
( EARTH VAY IS EVEKY VAY) 

Ward Valley CA proposed Nuclear dump site, 
habitat of endangered desert tortoise 
and Native sacred Land of 5 tribes 

In the valley of the spirit winds 
in the cradte of creation 
the tortoise treads softfy 
in four directions, carrying the “Earth 
and turquoise feathered Shy 
— pushing the [and with her hands 
— pushing the [and with her feet 
creating eagte mountains 
rising strong, roaming horizons 
climbing heated updrafts of air 
enfolding the story of Creation 


& 


K 


In the vahky of the spirit winds 
in the cradle of creation 
pale memories of early hues and shapes 
reflections of the [unar landscape 


telling fragments of dreamlike stories 
echoing repeatedly in a deaf world; 

eVekjjajis “Eajcjji 2 % 


& 


‘ When the tortoise corpses 
the “Earth is wasted 
She carries it ad 
She carries it ad 
dumped on her back 
seeping in her veins 
clouding in her lungs 
poisoning her womb 
she carries it ad 

Coyote looks over her shoulder 
trotting the line 
crumbling grass under her feet 
on a downwards trad 
sweding waves, swooping silhouettes 
warped and weathered by winds of ages 
telling fragments of dreamlike stories 
howling and yelping in a crumbling wo. 

“EVElROr'DWy IS 'ESMBfBlDSVy 

‘ When the tortoise collapses 
the Earth is wasted 
the face of the future is forming before us 
is forming before us 
following the winding river 
the lifeline of the (Peoples 

Creating idusions, eye-solutions 
She carries it ad 
She carries it ad 
dumped on her back 
seeping in her veins 
clouding in her lungs 
poisoning her womb 
She carries it ad... 

— Jauve 


WESTCHESTER COYOTE 

Came wheeling around the brick Wad 
Of the would-be estate 
And 1 thought, 

“Someone’s shepherd mv^ 

coming to barkat us” 

‘ 3ut it ran sleek into coyote, 

Was the ancient trickster 
Setting barbs of longing 
In my heart, 

“The thrill of longing 
for the return of fleet feet 
Jo the plains. 

Coyote ran yet watched 

As we marveled, suburban scientists. 

I He whet our lips 
We’d do the same for him. 

Wilder than road crowding deer on goose 
“He is running yet 
Across a lazm 

And into the restored prairie. 

Triumph the moment. 

— Jenny iMdBride 


ves of emotion wash over me 
in music 

1 am smooth and round 
n-polished stone, 
tension worn down 
tears, almost unnoticed in the crowd 
shoot my flaming arrows 
a friend facing his ne^t five years within prison 
walls • — 

as I sing desperately of a drop from water fading for a 
wad 

creating torrents of our strength 
for f human bird arrested inflight 

<ed underground, stid trying to witness the sun — 
ei nember a great granite mountain, now crumbled, 
r ered in this struggle — 
stress of fighting is graduady released 
search the faces of those who have survived 
ned to laugh and sing, dancing in our midst 
ad the ghosts — the ones who came before. 

I leave ad of you I know 
I carry with me your resolve 
doing my dance to measure what is needed — 
two steps forward for every step back — 
now I must dance farther 
visions of Cosing my home, of risking death more 
while trying to protect my child, 
the animals who depend on me, 
the wild zvithout which ad is nothing. 

— “Karen Coulter 


THE SECRET HISTORY OF M0NKEYWRENCH1NG 


PRIMITIVE LUDDITE MAN DISCOVERED FIRE AND INVENTED THE WHEEL ON THE SAME DAY., 
SO THAT NIGHT. THEY COULD USE THE FIRE TO BURN DOWN THE WHEEL! 

-NOME 
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Hev, Lowbagger: Looking for Some 

1997 Justice for Leonard Peltier Weekend Midwest 


For the past 22 years, the doors of tice for Leonard Peltier Weekend. The 
justice have been closed to Leonard schedule is as follows: 

Peltier. Now for the first time it seems October 10, noon: Rally for Justice 
that they may finally be opening. A at the Washington State Capitol in 
few months ago, a meeting was held Olympia, with further events in the 
between Senator Ben Nighthorse evening. 

Campbell, chair of the Senate Select October 1 1 : Caravan for Justice. This 

Committee on Indian Affairs, and will be a public caravan going from 
Native American activists Dennis Olympia, Washington to the US/ 
Banks, MJ Makoonce, Jim Robideau Canada border. The caravan will be 
and Star Nayea. In the meeting the leaving Olympia at 10:30 a.m. and 
Senator agreed to hold oversight hear- will be stopping in Tacoma, Puyallup 
ings into the events on Pine Ridge National Tribal Ground, Seattle and 
from 1972 to 1975 and the case of Bellingham for strategy meetings to 
Leonard Peltier. Activists hope the full further the mobilization and discuss 
story will be heard in the forum of congressional hearings, 
these meetings, and that the ultimate October 11: Run for Justice. There 
result will be the release of Leonard will be a run, in the spirit of Native 
Peltier from prison! For this reason, it runs, leaving the Bellingham area on 
is crucial that Leonard's name and the 1 1th to meet up with the caravan 
case continue to be put out to the (at noon) on October 12. 
public and government. October 12: International Indig- 

The Northwest Leonard Peltier Sup- enous People's Day March begins. The 
port Network (NWLPSN) is organizing march will start at Blaine Park (corner 
the 1997 Justice for Leonard Peltier of Blaine and Alder in Blaine, WA). 
Mobilization, part of which is the Jus- Demonstrators will walk and gather at 

Buffalo NationsWinter Bison Program 

■ 

This winter, Buffalo Nations will be patrolling the borders of Yellowstone 
National Park, hazing buffalo from ranchers' land and repairing fences. 

We will be targeting the areas of West Yellowstone and Gardiner, Montana, 
where the majority of bison are slaughtered. We will have offices running in both 
towns with computers, phones and field communication systems. We are also 
setting up wall tents in the field to enable us easy access to bison danger zones. 

For years local ranchers near Yellowstone have had no other alternative than 
to have bison shot by the Montana Department of Livestock. We have met and 
talked with several ranchers in both towns and they welcome our services. Our 
plan is to have a 911-like hazing service for immediate buffalo confrontations. 
We also are gathering donated fencing supplies for repairing fences. This will 
enable us to fix the rancher's fences from previous damage and keep them fixed 
throughout the winter. 

If anyone is interested in volunteering please contact Michael or Adam at: 
Buffalo Nations POB 242, Gardiner, MT 59030; (406) 848-9867; fax (406)848- 
7694; e-mail buffalo@wildrockies.org. 

Although all of our people work for free, we need money for rent, phone, fax, 
food and gear. All donations are tax-deductible and go directly to saving the 
buffalo.The following is a wish list for donations to keep the campaign running 
this winter: 


•Two Buffalo Nations offices for six ‘Propane heater 
Months, including rent and office »CBs or radio transmitters 


needs (largest expense!) 

•Food 

•Winter gear 

•Computers with e-mail ability 
•Fax machines 

•Fence repair supplies and tools 

•Teepees 

•Wall tents 

•Wood stoves 


•Binoculars 
•X-country skis 
•Snowshoes 

•Snowmobiles and trailer 

•Cooking gear 

•Cots 

•Therma-rests 

•Tarps 

•Chainsaws, axes, splitting mauls 
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JUST DO IT. 





the Peace Arch Crossing for a rally at 
1:00 p.m. Later, at 4:00 p.m., a potluck 
will be held. Participants of the rally 
and march are encouraged to bring 
food and participate. 

The NWLPSN is working in collabo- 
ration with an international commu- 
nity demanding the release of Leonard 
Peltier and encourages local groups to 
take on support work in their own 
way. In creating this mobilization, the 
NWLPSN is trying to raise $2,000 for 
campaign costs. Donations are always 
accepted, or the pamphlet "The Case 
of Leonard Peltier" is available for 
$6.00 for six or more copies. Send 
donations or queries to: NWLPSN, 
5201 Capitol Blvd., Suite 119, Olym- 
pia, WA 98501. To get information 
about caravans along the way to the 
border or camping information in 
Olympia please call: Jimmy Mattison 
at (253)352-8526 or 1-888-644-4060; 
for information on the run call (253) 
383-9108. 

Carnival at 
Canaveral 


On October 6, 1997, NASA will 
launch the Cassini orbitor with 72.3- 
pounds of plutonium aboard. Before 
it heads toward Saturn (the intended 
target) it will slingshot past the earth 
at 4,000 miles-per-hour to pick up 
speed. The probe will pass within 5,090 
miles of the Earth 's surface. NASA puts 
the chances of a fly-by accident at one 
million to one. Under NASA's worst- 
case scenario accident, the clean-up 
costs would reach $10 trillion. Should 
Cassini plunge back to earth (or blow 
up on take off), NASA has plans to 
"relocate animals," "remove topsoil," 
"demolish some or all structures, " and 
"relocate affected population." If this 
insanity isn 't stopped, NASA will surely 
take more chances to spread poison- 
ous plutonium throughout the planet. 
There are already plans to send a 
nuclear reactor to Mars. 

Join us as we travel from the West 
Coast joining others at Cape Canaveral 
to stop this madness. Help us turn 
Cape Canaveral into Cape Carnival! 
Call 206-632-1656 or email: 
can@scn.org. 



Regional 

Rendezvous 

Shawnee Earth First! invites you to 
southern Illinois to celebrate 
Autumn's return from September 
26 to 29. Experience the clear springs, 
sandstone bluffs, pines and hard- 
woods of the Bell Smith Springs area. 
This unique place is imperiled by the 
USFS's notorious "management" 
practices, [see article on page 1 0] Come 
join in the fight to defend this patch 
of wilderness and join forces to 
strengthen the bonds between activ- 
ists in the Midwest and beyond. 

It will begin on Friday with an 
evening of bonfire music; Saturday 
will feature hikes and workshops on 
a range of issues from veganism and 
direct action to legal tactics and an- 
archism. Sunday there will be more 
hiking and a nonviolence training. 
The weekend will come to an end 
with an action on Monday! 

Vegan meals will be provided all 
weekend by St. Louis Food Not 
Bombs, so we encourage you to bring 
food donations to help feed the 
masses. We are also asking for $10- 
20 donations to cover food, set-up 
and clean-up costs. Bring the appro- 
priate camping gear to keep you in 
good spirits for four days. 

If you would like to attend the 
rendezvous (you will need a map to 
get there), host a workshop, provide 
entertainment or have suggestions 
please contact us as soon as possible 
at Shawnee EF!, 913 S. Illinois Ave., 
Carbondale, IL 62901; (618) 549- 
7387; email: beanz@siu.edu. Also, 
visit our website at www. 
geocities.com/rainforest/vine/5172. 



The Earth Liberation Front (ELF) is 
again calling for activists from Octo- 
ber 31 -November 7, 1997! Earth Night 
brings together all ELF, ALF and other 
activists from social and environmen- 
tal movements to strike back at the 
corporations and governments respon- 
sible for destroying the earth. It is a 
time for all those who wish to use the 
night "constructively" and to target 
those whose crimes are immeasurable. 

Choose your targets, choose them 
well, take action and be wise! Let's 
come together and give our actions the 
impact they need! No compromise in 
reclaiming the night! As always we^call 
for no injury to life... only profit! 


Southwest Regional Rendezvous 

Arizona Earth First! is hosting a Southwest regional gathering of activists on 
Mount Graham (Dzil nchaa si an) to celebrate 505 years of resistance to the 
desecration of Turtle Island from October 10 to 13. Come prepared to lead or 
take workshops on regional environmental issues, and to walk, talk and 
strategize with friends. A run from the San Carlos Apache reservation to the top 
of Dzil nchaa si an is tentatively planned on Saturday, October 1 1 . More actions 
are planned for Columbus Day, October 13. 

Bring warm clothes and food to share. To reach the gathering take Route 366 
(seven miles south of Safford, AZ) up the mountain and look for signs at the end 
of the paved road. For more information contact Arizona EF!, POB 3412, 
Tucson, AZ 85722; (520) 740-0810. 
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thing to Dol Well, Look no Further? 


UnFree Trade Tour Oct. 5-Nov. 30 


As part of the North American Tour to End Corporate Dominance, Food Not 
Bombs activists are joining with the Association BAMADRE, a Spain-based 
group, to spread the word against the global system of exploitation. The stops 
on the tour will provide the audience with a chance to see the Association 
BAMADRE's video "Fifty Years is Enough!" documenting European resistance 
to economic and global socialization, as well as live music from punk perform- 
ing artist Seth. Free food, theater performances and a low-watt FM radio station 
will also be feartured. 

The anti-corporate message will be starting in San Francisco on October 5 and 
heading east to meet up with the First International Conference on the 
Emergence of Corporate Rule in Toronto, Canada on November 5, 1997. After 
the conference the tour will pick up again and weave its way back west for a final 
date on November 30 in Los Angeles. 

Tour organizers need your help to get the shows put together and arrange 
logistics. A list of all scheduled dates is available with opportunities to be of 
assistance at any of the shows! Sponsor them in your town and spread the 
message that corporate rule and social globalization will no longer be 
tolerated! 

For more information and to get tour dates contact Keith Henry at 1 -800-884- 
1136; or write 3145 Geary Blvd. #12, San Francisco, CA 94118. 


Wild Forests for the 21st Century 


The Foundation for Deep Ecology 
(FDE) seeks to promote discussion of 
the issues and strategies that will affect 
the condition of our wild forests into 
the next century. The FDE has as- 
sembled a pool of prominent speakers 
in six topic areas: biodiversity protec- 
tion and habitat conservation plans; 
ecocentric philosophy; ecoforestry; fire 
ecology and forest health; 
globalization, corporations and forests; 
and zero cut on public lands. 

Starting this fall, FDE is offering to 
provide speakers from this pool to 


environmental and student organiza- 
tions that wish to host a public forum 
on the future of forest protection in 
the US. FDE will sponsor up to three 
speakers per event, covering their air- 
fare and stipend. Organizations in the 
South, Midwest and East are particu- 
larly encouraged to apply. 

For more details contact the Foun- 
dation for Deep Ecology, Attn: Wild 
Forests for the 21st Century, 1553 
Pacific Ave., San Francisco, CA 94109; 
(415) 771-1102. 


Join the Unplug North America 
Campaign October 13th! 

Unplug on October 1 3 and learn to simply live. Join people across the land 
as light switches are turned off and engines rest easy for one day. Take a day 
to feel yourself walk, spend the day talking and listening to people (not 
boxes) and understand night when it comes and leaves you in darkness to 
sleep. In a society so manufactured, try to be on nature's clock for one day. 

Use October 13 to reflect on your reliance to power and energy. Realize it 
and reject it! Work towards limiting and eliminating it! Organize within 
your community and watch houses dark at night and cars abandoned on 
streets for bicycles! 

Ask yourself: Do you live with the toxic waste these industries produce 
from the energy you consume? Think of where it ends up... low-income 
communities. If you believe in Environmental Justice then use the power 
you have as a consumer and just say "NO!" to the power companies and 
governments forcing their waste onto the working class, people of color, 
indigenous reservations and the poor. 

For information on the Unplug North America Campaign contact: Indig- 
enous Environmental Network, POB 485, Bemidji, MN 56601; email: 
ien@igc.apc.org; Indigenous Women's Network, 13621 FM 2769, Austin, TX 
78726; Seventh Generation Fund, POB 4569, Areata, CA 95521; or Settee, 
107 Engineering Building, U of Manitoba, Winnipeg Canada, R3T-2N2. 
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John Seed Roadshow and Council of 
All Beings Workshops 

Come join John Seed on his West Coast tour! Don't miss the opportunity to 
participate in on a Council of All Beings. Joining John on this tour will be Neil 
Pike and Govindi Lightbourne of the Rainforest Information Center as well as 
musicians Joanne Rand and Dana Lyons. Look for the date in your town: 


September 26-28 "Practicing Ecological Interdependence" with Ralph Metzner 
San Francisco, CA (415) 674-5500, ext. 241. 

September 29 Berkeley roadshow (510) 376-7329 

October 1 Star in the Well Speaker Willits, CA (707) 485 8719 

October3-5 Council of All Beings Willits, CA, (707) 459-2930 

October 5 Willits, CA roadshow (707) 459-2930 

October 7 Redway, CA roadshow (707) 923-3015 

October 8 Areata, CA roadshow (707) 839-0850 

October 10-12 Ashland, OR Council of All Beings (541) 482-4459 

October 12 Ashland OR, roadshow (541) 482-4459 

October 13 Eugene, OR roadshow with Dana Lyons & Joanne Rand, 
(541)342-2974 

October 14 Breitenbush, OR roadshow (503) 854-3314 

October 15 Olympia, WA roadshow (360) 956-9256 

October 16 Whidby, WA roadshow (360) 341-1884 

October 17-19 Whidby Island, WA Council of All Beings (360) 341-1884 

October 20 Vancouver, British Columbia roadshow (604) 253-7701 

October 24-26 Toronto, Ontario Council of All Beings and keynote speech, 

Holistic Education Conference (905) 684-8558 


What are you waiting 
for? Subscribe to the 
Earth First! Journal 



CONCERNED^/ 
SINGLES ~ V* 
NEWSLETTER 


links compatible, 
socially conscious 
singles who care 
about the earth, 
the environment, 
and a healthy society. 

Nationwide • AH ages • Sinoo 1984 

Free Sample: Write Box 444-EF, 
Lenox Dale, MA 01242: 
call (413) 445-6309; 

or browse http://www.concernedeinglee.com 


The Caretaker Gazette is a unique 
newsletter containing job openings, 
advice & information for property 
caretakers, housesitters & landowners 
Published since 1983, each issue has 
80+ property caretaking job oppor- 
tunities, worldwide.Property caretak- 
ers enjoy rent-free living in desirable 
locations.OnlyS 15/half yr, or$24/ yr. 


#1 Source for 





The Caretaker Gazette, 1 845 Deane- 
EF, Pullman WA 99163.Credit card 
orders, please call: (509) 332-0806. 




& 

Paper Company 

American-jMilled 
Tree-Free Papers 

Quality paper { noducts made 
with environmental integrity 
Living Tree Paper Company 
supports the use of alternatives to 
wood for pulp and paper. Our 
products show that earth friendly 
paper can be elegant and archival. 


• Hemp • esparto grass • bamboo • 
• agricultural by-products • 

• pnsr -consumer recycled fihers 


1430 Willamette Street, Suite 367 • Eugene, OR 97401 
email: talkeoves? igc.apt.org • Fox (541) 687-7744 

1-800-309-2974 • (541) 342-2974 
Call or Write for a Free Catalog! 


S AY* TH* 
IR0NM*NT 

# It’s just 
not the same 
without E, the 
independent, 
award-winning 
environmental 
magazine, 
written for 
people just like 
YOU who have 
concern e about the planet and want 
to know what you can do to help bring 
about improvements. 

Every issue of E is jam-packed with 
solid, up-to-date news and feature 
stories on key environmental issues 
and trends — PLUS loads of resources 
and lifestyle tips to help you on your 
way to being part of the solution. 

Whether you want to simply learn 
to live more lightly on the Earth — or 
join in the battles to protect rain- 
forests, fight dangerous pesticides or 
save wildlife — E will inform and inspire 
you six times per year with informa- 
tion not found anywhere else. 

“Where have I been to miss such an 
outstanding publication, one that 60 
inspires and enables personal action 
and involvement?’ 

— Dean Whitehead 
West Hollywood, CA 

SIGN UP TODAY TO GET A FULL YEAR 
(6 ISSUES) FOR JUST $20! 


□ I want to SAVE THE ENVIRONMENT, 

Send me a year of E for $20.00 

□ I want to SAVE MONEY, TOO. 

Send me 2 years for $36.00. 

□ Payment enclosed □ Please bill me 



Name 

Address. 


City State Zip 

AH97EF 

( Canada and Mexico, add $5/y ear; 
overseas add $10/year) 


Mail to: E Magazine, RO. Box 5090, 
Westport, CT 06001 

E is a not-for-profit publication. 


FOR FAST ACTION OR CREDIT CARD 
ORDERS, CALL I 


1 - 800 - 967-6572 
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MUSIC 4 THE MOVEMENT 

ALL MUSIC AND MERCHANDISE PRICES INCLUDE SHIPPING CHARGES 


i'Tchkung! 

Didjeridon't, samples, elec- 
tronic noise, shouts, sequenc- 
ing, toms, timbale, hubcap, 
washing machine tub, 12- 
gauge pump, big drums, flute, 
shanai, grinder, scrap metal, 
rants, bullshit, snare, 
doumbec(s), 40-gal. drums, 
nagara, lighting, violin, 
voice, o-daiko, moving 
image, harmonies, bass, sonic 
textures, electronics and 
batteries. 

"Post World Handbook" 

Dijamy, Crashing the System, 
Feral, Solidarity, Circus Loopis, 
Feral, Truckstop, Clearcut, Hall of 
the Khan CD — only $15 

If a Tree Falls 

John Trudell, Zero, Robert 
Hoyt, Joanne Rand, Bruce 
Cockburn, Hank Williams, Jr., 
Buffy Sainte-Marie, Dan 
Fogelberg, Jello Biafra & Mojo 
Nixon, The Tinklers, Darryl 
Cherney, Alice Di Micele, The 
Wyrd Sisters, Ferron and 
Rumors of the Big Wave! 

TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 


Jim Page 


A staple on the Northwest folk 
circuit for years, and for good 
reason; the man can write. 
"More Than Anything Else In 
The World" A Sign of the Times, 
Valdez, Gays in the Military, 
Sinead, Bishop on the Run, Wages 
of History CD — $ 1 7 
"Whose World is This" Take 
Our Culture Back, Righteous, 
Beautiful Tear, Right to be Wrong, 
Tina CD— $17 

Darryl Cherney 

No one can create a campaign 
song as fast as Darryl. He's a 
campfire favorite. 

"Timber" Who Bombed Judi 
Bari?, Arizona Power Lines, Earth 
Night Action, Which Side Are You 
On? TAPE— $12 
"They Sure Don't Make 
Hippies Like They Used To!" 
Free the Dead, Spike a Tree For 
Jesus, We're All Dead Ducks, 
Xerox the Money TAPE — $12 
"I Had to Be Bom This 
Century" Earth First!, Mosquito 
Party, It's CAMP, Ballad of the 
BLM TAPE — $12 

Alice Di Micele 

Alice is arguably the Northwest's 
most talented singer/songwriter. 
Her voice and lyrics cut straight 
to your heart. 

"Naked" Trouble in Mind, Make 
it Last, The TV Song, Out of 
Control, Pretty Blue TAPE — $ 12 • 
CD— $17 

"Searching" Defend the Earth, 
Land of Broken Promises, Lift Us 
Up TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Too Controversial" American 
Dream, I Won't Say Good-bye, 
Everybody Needs to be Free 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"It's a Miracle" All or Nothing, 
Not for Sale, The God in You, 

First Snow, The Beaver Song 
TAPE— $12 

"Make a Change" Let it Rain, 
Wise Old Woman, Leonard 
Peltier, Dismantle, 

In a Gentle Way TAPE — $12 
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Green grindcore. Extreme 
noise that advocates monkey- 
wrenching, vegetarianism and 
hemp. 

"Don't Spare the Green Love" 
Spare the Wrench Surrender the 
Earth, My Mind's Mine, Gaia, 
Impaled CD — $12 
"Ethos Music" Earth First!, 
Only Protest Gives a Hope of 
Life, Reevaluate Life!, Disembow- 
eling Party CD — $12 

Robert Hoyt 

Robert's constant touring 
schedule allows him to wow 
audiences across the country 
with his virtuoso guitar playing 
and homegrown lyrics. 
"Dumpster Diving Across 
America" Gasoline and Coffee, 
Trees, Quittin' Time, Hemlock 
Grove, Why Should I Care 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"As American As You" 

It's One of Ours, Enough, Shovelin' 
Mud, Apple Pie, Red Mud, Good 
Americans 

TAPE— $12 -CD— $17 

Greg Keeler 

Goofy, intelligent, country- 
western parody, Keeler's songs 
poke fun at everything worth 
poking fun at. 

"Enquiring Minds" An Excuse 
to Go Drinkin', House Husband 
Blues, Forest Circus, Planet of 
Morons TAPE — $9 
"Post-Modern Blues" Lament 
of the Laundromat; P-U-B-L-I-C 
L-A-N-D-S; Swiss Army Beati- 
tudes TAPE — $9 
"Bad Science Fiction" 

If Bears Could Whistle, Nuclear 
Waste Blues, Duct Tape Psalm 
TAPE— $9 

"Talking Sweet Bye & Bye" 
There'll Come a Revolution, Ski 
Yellowstone, Death Valley Days, 
Idaho, Little Bitty Bugs TAPE — $9 
"Songs of Fishing, Sheep and 
Guns in Montana" Fossil Fuel 
Cowboy, Drinkin’ My Blues 
Away TAPE — $9 


Dana Lyons 


Dana is one of the most popular 
musicians in the movement. His 
soulful voice and dexterous 
guitar convey a powerful, often 
humorous, message about the 
state of our world. 

"Cows with Guns" #1 Smash 
Hit! Song for Rod Coronado, 
Prayer for This Land, Native 
Forest Song, Geronimo 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Turn of the Wrench" Cry of 
the Forest, Dancing in the Dirt, 

TV God, I Saw Blood 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Animal" RV, I Am an Animal, 
Building One in My City, I Saw 
His Body, Timebomb, The Tree 
TAPE — $12 

"At Night they Howl at the 
Moon — Environmental Songs 
for Kids" 

(with John Seed) Willy the 
Wombat, The Tree, We Don't 
Want to Live in the Zoo 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 


Peg Millett 


Longtime EF! activist and 
convicted monkey-wrencher, 

Peg has one of the most beauti- 
ful voices you'll ever hear. 

"Clear Horizon" Live Like a 
Prayer, Living Planet, Testimony, 
Walk this Trail 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Gentle Warrior" What's Left of 
the West, Forever Wild, High 
Plateau, There is Power, Wild 
Things TAPE— $12 

Ned Mudd and his 
Rustic Band 

Ned's music is neither 
technically nor politically 
correct. Many of the songs were 
recorded in a burned-out 
warehouse; but, hey, they 
sound great! 

"Fine Time in America" 
Suburbia Blues, Nation of Sheep, 
Vacation from the Rest of the 
World TAPE— only $8 


Casey Neill 

With inspiring, earthy 
lyrics and celtic/punk/ 
folk guitar, Casey is an 
EF! favorite (and an 
awesome dude). 

"Pawprints" All My 
Relations, Naked 
Underneath Your 
Clothes, Resistance!, The 
Power, G.O.P. TAPE — 

$12 

"riffraff" Disorder, 

Dancing on the Ruins (of 
Multinational Corpora- 
tions), Flaming Arrows, The 
Codfisher, riffraff 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

Only One Earth 

Original songs by Lonnquist, 
Oliver, Ostrow, Small, Cranston, 
Di Micele, Johnson, Rand, 
Mudd, Waldeck, Clifford, 

Keeler, Lyons, Stoltz and Grace. 
"Voices of the New Ecology" 
Manly Men, Subsidized Stumps, 
We Want the Whole Thing Back, 
Living on Borrowed Time, Warrior 
of the Earth TAPEr-$12 

Walkin' Jim 
Stoltz 

Walkin' Jim's deep, powerful 
voice and wilderness-inspired 
lyrics will send shivers down 
your spine. 

"The Vision" The Food Chain 
Song, Wild Wind, Thinking Like a 
Mountain, Way Out West 
TAPE— $9 

"A Kid for the Wild" Manfred 
the Mopey Moose, Ain't Easy Bein' 
an OT Grizzly Bear, If I Were a 
Tree TAPE— $9 

"Forever Wild" I Walk with the 
Old Ones, Green and Growing, 

Wolf Song, Just a Part of the Sky 
TAPE— $9 

"Spirit Is Still On The Run" 

All Along the Great Divide, Lone 
Lion Runs, Yellowstone Tales, Lone 
Coyote Ways, The Writing on the 
Rock TAPE — $9 


1 Keep It Wild! 
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Keep It Wild! 

14 songs from seven of our 
favorite EF! musicians: Darryl 
Cherney, Alice Di Micele, Robert 
Hoyt, Dana Lyons, Casey Neill, 
Peg Millett and Joanne Rand. 
Mixed by Robert Hoyt, designed 
by EF!ers and packaged in 
recycled pulp with vegetable 
ink. What more could ya want? 
"Keep It Wild!" The Beaver 
Song, Flaming Arrows, Live Like a 
Prayer, Remember Me, Earth First!, 
Quittin' Time, Turn of the 
Wrench, Radiation on My 
Windsheild, Defend the Earth, TV 
God, Dancing on the Ruins 
TAPE — $12 • CD— $17 

Tree 

Throb and thrash to the 
passion of Tree. Their hard-core 
version of reality is sure to 
warp yours! 

"Earth First! Profits Last!" 

Freedom Rock, Squatters Rights, 
Negative Hippie, Question Abuse, 
Don't Chop Me Down 
TAPE— only $7 

Timothy Hull 

An uplifting travelog of 
environmental activism, 
Timothy's music invokes the 
spirit of the wild. 

"Brightness on Brightness" 
Brightest Angel, Twilight Songs, 
Tough Reckoning CD — $17 


Joanne 

Rand 

Joanne's strong 
and versatile voice 
climbs and dances 
through her 
powerful songs. 
"Choosing Sides" 
Koyaanisqatsi, 
Privileged Class, 
Our Children's 
Children, 

I Love It TAPE— 
$12 • CD— $17 
"Home" I'll Be 
Washed Away, 
Home, Blood Red, 
Radiation on My 
Windshield, Eyes 
Like Salmon 
TAPE— $12 
"The Monkey 
Puzzle" (with The 
Little Big Band) 
Earth My Body, 
Wolf at the Door, 
South End Story, 
Song for No One 
TAPE— $12 • CD— 
$17 


Earth^pFirst! 

Direct Action 
Manual 



First Edition 

Uncompromising Nonviolent Resistance 
in Defense of Mother Earth! 


The Earth First! Direct Action Manual is the antidote for despair! Over 150 
pages of action-packcd information on nonviolent tactics, techniques and 
devices used by activists to defend the Earth from corporate scumbags and 
lawless governments. Check out what its got! 

DISCONTENTS 

Nonviolence • Legal Defense • Security • Scouting • Backwoods/ 
Backcountry Action *U-Locks* Cobra Link Motorcycle Locks Chains 
and Heavy Duty Cables* 

Lock Boxes and Bracelets* 

Barrels *Batmobiles* Sleeping 

I Dragons*Rail Blockades* 

— Tripods* Bipods ‘Mono Poles* 

.re* -Cantilevers*Tree Sits*Knots* 
Internets* Road Occupations/Free 
States* Helicopter Blockades *Ship 
— - Blockades*Cat and Mouse 'Critical Mass 
— Bike Rides* Hunt Sabotage* Mass Actions* 
Yarning* Debris* Road Rip*Trucker Fuckers*Hot 
Rocks*Gate Closures*Door Closures ’Manure Dumps* Puke-Ins* 
Sawdust Deliveries* Contacts ’Movement History*Campaign Biogra- 
phies from the US, Australia, U.K. and Canada! 



Enctgizc your campaign with this detailed 
and heavily illustrated “cook book” of the 
strongest blockading tactics known— tactics 
activists all over the world have proven 
successful when the law fails jrou — and it will! 


IP 


“Years from now our grandchildren will ask us what we did to prevent the 
destruction of planet Earth. The Earth First! Direct Action Manual is your 
ticket out of a shameful reponse. The Manual deserves a place in your pack 
with Ecodefense and The Final Nail... It will hopefully become required 
reading for our growing movement... " 

— Rodney Coronado 


For postpaid copies send $5 — $5,000 sliding scale donation to: 
DAM Collective, c/o SWEF! PO Box 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 USA; 
(541) 343-7305; e-mail: swef!@efn.org 




Earth First! Trinkets and Snake Oil 


Send for a FREE copy of our 

COMPLETE MERCHANDISE CATALOG ! 


BOOKS 

Anarchist Farm 

By Jane Doe. Fiction, 192 pages — $10 

The Big Outside 
A Descriptive Inventory of the Big 
Wilderness areas of the United States 

By Dave Foreman & Howie Wolke. Maps, list of areas 
by size and state, 490 pages — $17 

Desert Solitaire 

A Season in the Wilderness 

By Edward Abbey. Nonfiction, 295 pages— $6 

Earth First! Songbook 

77 songs/33 artists/guitar chords/info — $10 

ECODEFENSE: 

A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching 

By Dave Foreman and Bill Haywood. Extensively 
revised, expanded third edition. 350 pages — $18 

Ecological Resistance Movements: 
The Global Emergence of Radical and 
Popular Environmentalism 

Edited by Bron Taylor. 422 pages— $20 

The End of Nature 

By Bill McKibben. 226 pages — $12 

Green Rage 

Radical Environmentalism and the 
Unmaking of Civilization 

By Christopher Manes. 291 pages — $15 

Grizzly Years 

In Search of the American Wilderness 

By Doug Peacock. Photos, 375 pages — $13 

The Monkeywrench Gang 

By Edward Abbey. Fiction, 387 pages — $7 

Refuge 

An Unnatural History of Family and Place 

By Terry Tempest Williams. 304 pages — $12 

A Sand County Almanac 
with Essays on Conservation 
from Round River 

By Aldo Leopold. Special edition, 295 pages — $10 

Think Like a Mountain 

Towards a Council of All Beings 

By John Seed, Joanna Macy, Pat Fleming, Arne Naess. 
Illustrated by Dailan Pugh. 128 pages — $10 

Waste of the West 

Public Lands Ranching 

By Lynn Jacobs. Encyclopedic overview of grazing. 
Contact list, statistics, 500-item bibliography, over 
1,000 illustrations (photos, cartoons, graphics, charts, 
maps). Large paperback, 602 pages — $28 

Wilderness on the Rocks 

By Howie Wolke. Ned Ludd Books, 240 pages— $15 


JEWELRY 

Inch-long, highly detailed silver monkeywrenches 
made by a movement artist who melts down 
silverware she liberates from the CEOs of multi- 
national corporations. Very stylish. 

• Dangle earring — $12 each 

• Post earring — $10 each 

• Lapel pin/tie tack — $10 

• Pendant on silver chain — $15 

T-SHIRTS 

(All t-shirts are 100% cotton and available in medium, 
large and extra large. For XXL add an additional $3.) 

ARM & WRENCH (now in stock!) 

Multi-color on Yellow/Gold — $15 

Earth First! Fist 

Green on Unbleached — $12 
Black on Kelly Green— $12 
Multi-color on Forest Green — $15 
Multi-color on Black — $15 
•NEW* Green with White on Black — $12 

Earth First! Tools 

Black on Unbleached — $12 

No Fucking Compromise 

White on Black — $12 

Eagle 

Black on Unbleached — $12 

A Higher Law: 

Unbroken Wilderness Forever 

Multi-color on Unbleached — $12 

Visualize Direct Action 

Black and White on Unbleached — $12 


BUMPER- 

STICKERS 

All bumperstickers $ 1.00 
unless otherwise indicated 

NEW! *END CORPORATE DOMINANCE 
NEW! -I’M POLLUTING THE PLANET 
NEW! ‘MONKEYWRENCH THE MILLENNIUM 

•AMERICAN WILDERNESS: 

LOVE IT OR LEAVE IT ALONE 
•ANOTHER MORMON ON DRUGS 
•“ANTI-GRAZING ASSORTMENT” 

(on non-removable paper @ $3/doz) 

•COPULATE DON’T POPULATE 
•DARWIN (words inside fish w/ legs) 

•DEVELOPERS GO BUILD IN HELL 
•DON’T LIKE ENVIRONMENTALISTS? 

PUT THEM OUT OF WORK 
•DREAM BACK THE BISON, SING BACK THE SWAN 
•EARTH FIRST! 

•HAYDUKE LIVES! 

•I’D RATHER BE MONKEYWRENCHING 
•IF YOUR PECKER WAS AS SMALL AS MINE, 

YOU’D NEED A MUSCLE WAGON, TOO 
(on non-removable paper @ .50 ea) 

•LOVE YOUR MOTHER, DON’T BECOME A FATHER 
•LOVE YOUR MOTHER, DON’T BECOME ONE 
•NATIVE (w/ blue and green earth graphic) 

•NATURE BATS LAST 

•NOT POLITICALLY CORRECT 

•PAY YOUR RENT, WORK FOR THE EARTH 

•QUESTION TECHNOLOGY 

•REAL MEN DON’T SHOOT WOLVES 

•REAL MEN GET VASECTOMIES 

•RESIST MUCH, OBEY LITTLE 

•SAVE THE DAMMED SALMON 

•SAVE THE WILD 

•STOP CLEARCUTTING 

•STOP CLEARCUTTING 

(on non-removable paper @ .50 ea) 

•STOP PUBLIC LANDS RANCHING 
•STOP THE FOREST SERVICE, 

SAVE OUR WILD COUNTRY 
•SUBVERT THE DOMINANT PARADIGM 
•THANK YOU FOR NOT BREEDING 
•THINK GLOBALLY, ACT LOCALLY 
•VISUALIZE INDUSTRIAL COLLAPSE 


More EF! Paraphenalia 


Fist Patch 

Quality 3-inch patches for your 
daypack, jacket or butt. 

Earth First! Fist— $3 

Rubber Stamps 

Sturdy wood-block stamps 
made from unfinished scrap. 
Earth First! Fist— $5 
Earth First! Tools — $5 


Fist Caps 

Block harmful UV radiation 
and look damn cool doing it! 
Collect all four! 

(100% cotton, adjustable) 

Tan — $12 
Desert Camo — $12 
Brown Forest Camo — $12 
Green Forest Camo — $12 


Silent Agitators 

Little 1.5-inch stickers good for 
your bike or your bulldozer. 
Earth First! Fist—30/$2 
Earth First! Tools — 30/$2 
No Deal, Assholes — 30/$2 

Window Stickers 

3-inch stickers for high visability 

EF! Fist-4/$l • Anti-Grazing-8/$l 


\ EF! ~M e rch an dis~e Order "Form 

I Quantity Description Color Size Price 
































NAME 

___ TOTAL 

STREET 



foreign orders 




CITY. 


STATE 


ZIP. 


COUNTRY. 


add 15% 


Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. Call us at our new # (541) 344-8004 if you haven 't received your order. Please use this form for ordering. Thanks ! 
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Northwest Rendezvous T-shirts For Sale! 

Great Art • Cheap Prices • Unique Color Combinations 

All shirts have multi-color inks. Olive, pumpkin, yellow 
or mustard shirt with grey, yellow or black ink. Give 2 
color combination choices. LG, XL and XXL only. 

$7 fori • $12 for 2 • $17 for 3!!! 

Send $ to EFIJ, ROB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440. 
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back art 


The Plot: 

WANTED— $20,000 PRIZE 

for discoverers of a biological or chemical agent able 
to interrupt human reproduction for three or more years! 

From the novel 

The Aerosol Solution by Lee Del Mar 

A pharmaceutical foundation offers an academic prize for the develop- 
ment of a population control agent. A student seeking the prize stumbles 
upon a vims that sterilizes human males. Stolen, and applied in most 
populous countries, the vims starts a low-grade biological world war. 

The events resemble today’s headlines: evolving viruses, terrorism by 
vapor sprays, insurrection, fire bombing, corporate crime, paramilitary 
action, and efforts to recapture the government. Order from: 

A ’a Press 7960-B Soquel Drive #125 Aptos, CA 95003 
Fax: 408-687-0681 $12 + $3 s&h, CA res add $1 tax 



FEATURING: 

Nelson Johnson 

survivor of 1979 
KKK shooting, 
organizer of recent 
sit-down strikes 

Floyd Cochran 

former white 
supremacist organizer 
turned rural anti-racist a.r.a. 
activist 


justice, 
then peace. 


4th annual anti-racist action 
network conference 




o'\r\ 

\Av\ 


A whole weekend of 
workshops, hands-on 
seminars, practical 
discussion and action 
to build the movement 


.# for equality, freedom, 
fairness and dignity. 

A. Activists from all over 
North America 

2 Nights of M usic! — - — -■ 

October 17,18,19 

Columbus, Ohio 

7 ...... 


call: (614) 424-9074 
mail: ara@coil.com 


MANYMOONSl 


MENSTRUAL FADS 


Un-natural Menstruation !! 


Toxic Shock Artificial Fragrances 

Dioxins Millions of T ons of Garbage 


Just some of the "benefits" offered to Women by the trans-national 
makers of Disposable pads. There are health and planet Positive 
alternatives; Many Moons is proud to offer Women: 


Go 

Washable Pad 
with "wings” 


100 % Cotton Washable Menstrual Pads/Pan ty liners 
The "Keeper" Natural Gum Rubber Menstrual Cup 
Non-chlorine bleached single use products 


Free brochure - Call Toll-Free 1-800-916-4444 (24hr/day) 


Many Moons 

Box 59, 15-1594 Fairfield Rd 

Victoria, BC, Canada, V8S 1G0 (we ship worldwide) 


Menstrual Cup 


HUMANURE 

HANDBOOK A GUIDE TO COMPOSTING HUMAN MANURE 

, * :v 198 pages, perfectbou nd. Indexed, Ulus. 

“An ec o-luddite, anarchist’s potty training manual." (Earth First! Journal) 

“Finally we have a comprehensive book on recycling human excrement without chemicals, 
high technology, or pollution. Well written, practical, and thoroughly researched. . . “ (Whole 

t Earth Review) 

“This book answers every question anyone could have about 
managing a compost toilet and compost pile." (Waterworks) 

s provides a convincing case that human waste can and should be a 
safe composting material." (Mother Earth News) 

*. . . almost certain to become a classic in its field. This book should 
be required reading ..." (Countryside Journal) 

.outrageous humor and brilliant, diligent research. This is one book 
that could save the world!" (Permacuiture Drylands Journal) 
$23.00 postpaid JENKINS PUBLISHING 
PO BOX 607, GROVE CITY, PA 16127 
800-689-3233 (2copies = $38 ppd) 

Check out our web site at 
http://www.JenkinsPublishing.com 


Mow ‘bout a subscription to Earth First!, the Radical Environmental Journal ? 


clip and send to 


Earth First! Journal, Subscriptions, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 USA 


€//, 


y; 


CD $500 Lifetime Subscription 


CD $25 Regular Rate 

CD $20 Low Income/Non-Profit/Library 
CD $35 (US$) Surface Mail, International 

O $ DONATION 

Subscriber Name 


CD $35 First Class Mail: US, Canada or Mexico 
CD $35 Brown Bag (First Class in a plain wrapper) 

CD $45 (US$) Air Mail, International (no foreign checks, please) 
CD $45 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 


Address 
City 


State 


Zip 


Country 


The Earth First! Journal subscription list is confidential and never traded. If you use an alias, make sure that the 
post office knows that you, or someone, is getting mail at your address under that name or it may not be delivered. 
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US iarth r irsti Directory 

ALASKA MAINE Blue Heron EF! * 


Michael A. Lewis 

POB 80073, Fairbanks, AK 99708 

Mike or Billie 

POB 6197, Sitka, AK 99835 

ARIZONA 

Phoenix EF! 

POB 8795, Phoenix, AZ 85066 
Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! AZEF! Newsletter 
POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 
Bradshaw EF! 

220 Grove, Prescott, AZ 86301 

Ponderosa Wingnuts 

2155 E. Maple #17, Flagstaff, AZ 86004 

(520) 774-6542, reg3@dana.ucc.nau.edu 

CALIFORNIA 

Northcoast EF! 

POB 4796, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 269-8325 
Redwood Action Team 
Darryl Cherney 

POB 34, Garberville, Ecotopia 95542 
(707) 923-DEMO 
Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 95407 
(707) 523-1229 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 

Bay Area EF! Hotline (510) 848-8724 

Wiley Coyote 

POB 74283, Davis, CA 95617 
Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 
POB 73063, Davis, CA 95617 
(916) 753-1678 
Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-3205 
Santa Barbara EF! 

POB 12799, Santa Barbara, CA 93107 
Orange County EF! 

POB 4960-593, Irvine, CA 92616-4960 
Los Angeles EF! 

POB 4381, N. Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 569-5592 

Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, #102, Pasadena, CA 91 107 
(909) 422-1637 
Mojave EF! 

POB 492, Lancaster, CA 93584 
(805) 948-6291 
mojaveef@envirolink.org 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 7745, San Diego, CA 92107 

(619) 226-7325 or 740-1174 

sdef@envirolink.org 

COLORADO 

Walkabout 

POB 1166, Boulder, CO 80306 
(303) 938-1677, mjl@nilenet.com 
San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 

aq328@freenet.uchsc.edu 

Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 
The Wild Ranch Review 
POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Gunnison Basin EF! 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Culebra EF! 

POB 386, San Luis, CO 81152 

FLORIDA 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Alachua EF! 

POB 1638, Alachua, FL 32616 
(904) 462-3374 

GEORGIA 

Students for Environmental Awareness 
Univ. of Georgia, Tate Student Center 
Athens, GA 30602 

IDAHO 

Northern Rockies Preservation 
POB 625, Boise, ID 83701 
(208) 34S-8077 
Cove/Mallard Coalition 
POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843 
(208) 882-9755, fax 883-0727 
cove @moscow.com 
ILLINOIS 
Chicago EF! 

c/o The Autonomous Zone 
1573 N. Milwaukee Ave. #420 
Chicago, IL 60622; (773) 252-6019 
azone@wwa.com 
Red Buffalo EF! 

POB 185, Normal, IL61761 
Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 549-7387 ' 

IOWA 

Tallgrass Prairie EF! 

POB 1503, Iowa City, IA 52244 
jjquig@blue.uiowa.edu 


Maine EF! 

POB 183, Harmony, ME 04942 
Wassumkeag EF! 

POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 
MARYLAND 
Anacostia-Rock Creek EF! 

POB 5625, Takoma Park, MD 20913 
(301) 2700857; http://wwwjgc.org/icc370 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Mass EF! 

POB 708, Littleton, MA 01460-2708 
Martha's Vineyard EF! 

RR 1, Box 381A 

Martha's Vineyard, MA 02568 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

MINNESOTA 

Big Woods EF! 

POB 580936 

Minneapolis, MN 55458-0936 
(612) 362-3387 
earthfirst@juno.com 

MISSOURI 

Ray O. McCall 
Rt 1, Box 89 

Mountain Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 

(573) 443-6832 

74747.2052@compuserve.com 

Chinquapin Resistance 

POB 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163 

(314) 772-6463 

MONTANA 

Northern Rockies Biodiversity Project 
POB 4431, Whitefish, MT 59937 
(406) 862-4945 
Wild Rockies EF! 

POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-5733 (message #) 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
Bison Action Group 
POB 7326, Bozeman, MT 59771 
(406) 586-9141 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Rd, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
New Hampshire EF! 

POB 4101, Portsmouth, NH 03802 
NEW IERSEY 

PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Project 
POB 506, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 
(201) 748-4322 
Green Vigilance 

46 E. Monroe, Mt. Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

NEW MEXICO 

Land of Disenchantment EF! 

POB 72295, Albuquerque, NM 87195 

New Mexico Direct Action 

POB 22488, Santa Fe, NM 87502-2488 

(505) 988-8128 

NEW YORK 

Wetlands Preserve 

James Hansen 

161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-5244, fax 925-8715 
Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
(516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

532 Portage Rd, 1st Floor 
Niagara Falls, NY 14301-1936 
(716) 282-7777 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 

OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

17305 Grovewood Ave 
Cleveland, OH 44119 
(216) 383-9985 
Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 17, Univ. of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 
(513) 281-6892 
Oberlin EF! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 
OEARTHFIRST@oberlin.edu 
Hock-Hocking Watershed EF! 

8 N. Court St # 307, Athens, OH 45701 
(614) 594-6400 
Piankasha EF! 

7992 Hopper Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45255 

OREGON 

Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 343-7305 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386 

Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Kangaroo EF! 

POB 332, Williams, OR 97544 


Reed Coll. SAO, Portland, OR 97202 

(503) 771-1112x7875 

Cascadia Forest Alliance 

POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 

(503) 241-4879, fax 235-9976 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburg, PA 15217 
Antoinette Dwinga 
842 Library Ave, Carnegie, PA 15106 
Scott Thiele 

RD 4, 237-A Elk Ln, Montrose, PA 18801 
Allegheny Defense Project 
POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214 
(814) 226-4918, adp@envirolink.org 
Marlin 

1227 Heather Rd., Ambler, PA 19002 
(215) 387-2674 

TENNESSEE 
Katuah EF! 

Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 624-3939 

Katuah EF! 

1414 Highland Ave, Knoxville, TN 37916 

TEXAS 
EF! Austin 

POB 7292, Univ. Stn, Austin, TX 78713 
(512) 478-7666, entropy@eden.com 
Corpus Christi EF! 

4114 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 
East Texas EF! 

Rt 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 

U T A H 

Autonomy House 

POB 11015, SLC, UT 84147 

Wild Wasatch Front 

847 W. 700 St, Brigham City, UT 

84302 

VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 
POB 804, Burlington, VT 05402 
VIRGINIA 
Virginia EF! 

Rt 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 

(540) 885-6983 

Massive Retaliation 

2129 General Booth Blvd #253 

Virginia Beach, VA 23454-5872 

PAW Southwest Virginia 

POB 13192, Roanoke, VA 24031-3192 

(540) 982-0492 

WASHINGTON 

Seattle EF! 

POB 85541, Seattle, WA 98145 
ph/fax (206) 632-2954 
Sea-ef@novaproj .org 
Olympia EF! 

POB 12391, Olympia, WA 98508 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 

Rt 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 

(304) 754-9161 

WISCONSIN! 

Midwest Headwaters Action 
Midwest Headwaters Journal 
731 State St, Madison, WI 53711 
(608) 255-8765 or 250-8378 
The Old Man 

235 Travis, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 

(715) 423-5636 

North Forests EF! 

c/o Grassroots Collective 

748 Algoma Blvd, Oshkosh, WI 54901 

(414) 424-0265 

Bay Area North Guard 

POB 116, Washburn, WI 54891 

(715)373-2717 

Driftless EF! c/o WPA 

POB 2761, LaCrosse, WI 54602-2761 

(608) 782-6997 

Sand County EF! 

POB 992, Stevens Point, WI 54481 


send address changes to: 

EF! J. POB 1415 
Eugene. OR 97440 


Jail Support 

Rod Coronado 
03895-000, FCI Unit SW 
8901 S. Wilmot Rd. 

Tucson, AZ 85706 USA 
Direct Action Defense Fund 
POB 57357 

Tucson, AZ 85732-7357 USA 
(520) 795-5171 
National Activist Network 
POB 19515 

Sacramento, CA 95819 USA 
(916) 452-7179 
North American ALF 
Support Group 
Box 69597, 5845 Yonge. St. 
Willowdale, Ontario 
M2M 4K3 Canada 



:arl@rahul.net 
irrior Poets: 
tc Box 361 
teley, GA 9472 
(.tract from 

, POB 1415, ja. 




International EF! Directory 


AUSTRALIA 

Rainforest Information Centre 

POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 

(066) 21 85 05 

EF! Australia 

Canopy, POB 1 738Q GPO 

Melbourne 3001, Victoria 

(03) 354-7972, fax (03) 416-2081 

CANADA 

Coast Mountains EF! 

1472 Commercial Drive, Box 128 

Vancouver, BC V5L 3X9 

(604) 708-9660 

EF! Prince George 

Box 1762, Prince George, BC V2L 4V7 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 

EF! Manitoba 

15-222 Osborne St. South 

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3L 1Z3 

(204) 453-9052 

EF! Toronto 

POB 70, 1576 Queen St. West 
Toronto, Ontario M6R 1A6 
EF! Ottawa 
Box 4612 Station E 
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 
Autonomous Green Action 
POB 4721, Station E 
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H9 
di695@freenet.carleton.ca 
EF! Montreal, Diffusion Noire 
c/o Librairie Alternative 
2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 
Montreal, PQ H2X 2T3 
EIRE 

An Talamh Glas c/o Anne 
Abbey St., Ballinrobe 
County Mayo 
Limerick Talamh Glas 
41 Glasgow Park, Limerick 

00 353 61 313308 
atglas@inet.ie 
ENGLAND 

Over 35 EF! groups exist in England; 
for a list, contact: 

EF! Action Update, Dept. 29, 

1 Newton St., Manchester Ml 
1HW; (0161) 224 48 46; 

actionupdate@gn.apcorg 
Oxford EF! 

Box E, U 1 Magdalen Rd., 

Oxford, OX4 IRQ (01865) 791391 
South Downs EF!, Dead Trees EF! 
and Do or Die 

6 Tilbury Place, Brighton BN2 2GY 
savage@easynet.co.uk 
http://www.hrc.wmin.ac.uk/ 
campaigns/earthfirst.htmi 

FRANCE 

Eco-Action/EF! France 

44 Rue de Gesvres, F-60 000 Beauvais 

(+33) 03 44 45 26 22, fax 45 26 25 


GERMANY 
EF! Germany 

c/o Avalon, Friedrich-Ebert Str 24 
45127 Essen 

INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 

Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok PATNA-800 001 
Bihar, Post Box 229 

THE NETHERLANDS 
Groene Front! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 
PHILIPPINES 
Ariel Betan, Green Forum 
3rd Floor, Liberty Building 
Pasay Rd., Makati, Metro Manila 
(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3^7 
Volunteers for Earth Defen„ . 

189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 
1105 Quezon City 
POLAND 

Workshop For All Beings 
ul. Modrzewskiego 29/3 
43-300 Bielsko, Biala 
fax 0048-30-29496 

RUSSIA 

Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod 603082 
(8312) 34-32-80, tretyput@glas.apc.org 
Rainbow Keepers (Moscow) 

(095) 954-91-93, rk@glas.apc.org 
ECODEFENSE! 

Moskovsky prospekt 120-34236006 
Kaliningrad/Koenigsburg 
ph/fax +7 (0112) 43 72 86 
ecodefense@glas.apc.org 

SCOTLAND 
Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 
44 (0)41 636 1924/339 8009 
fax 44 (0)41 424 3688 
scotree@gn.apc.org 

SLOVAKIA 
Earth Fir*c' 

A. Hlinku 11, 96001 Zvolen 
kolenka@uvt.tuzvo.sk 

SPAIN 

Manuel A. Demandes 

Taller de E. A. A. CURUXA 

J. B. Xelmirer J, Campus Universitario 

1570 S Santiago 

(81) 584321, fax (81) 584533 

SWEDEN 

Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg 

UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 
c/o Nadia Shevchenko 
Glushkova 17-22, Kiev 252187 
+7 (044) 252-48-22, 
nadia@gluk.apc.org 


Green 
Phone Fun 

from 


Affinity 


Long Distance 


Affinity Long-Distance 
guarantees a 10% rate-reduction 
on your phone bill. 

Plus, Affinity will give 5% of your 
bill to the Earth First! Journal- 
21 gift that keeps on giving. 

For more info, write the Journal at 
POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440. 
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Headwaters Activists Reach New Heights 


by Josh Brown and Patrick Oliver 

Last fall, in the heat of Earth First! 
rallies, tree villages and road blockades, 
the federal government responded to a 
decade of public outcry and negotiated to 
protect Headwaters. But don't believe the 
hype about a "deal" for Headwaters for- 
est: corporate criminal Charles Hurwitz, 

Maxxam and the Pacific Lumber Com- 
pany (PL) continue to slaughter ancient 
redwoods. With the encouragement of 
the Clinton administration and the 
scheming of California Senator Dianne 
Feinstein, the proposed Headwaters deal 
will reward corporate plunder. 

This conspiracy is contingent upon a 
proposed Habitat Conservation Plan that 
would license PL to kill the endangered 
marbled murrelet. The deal protects little 
more than 3,000 acres of ancient forest, 
some huge clearcuts and a connecting 
strip of second growth. In exchange, 

Maxxam/PL would be exempt from com- 
plying with the Endangered Species Act on the rest of 
their 200,000 acres. Plus Hurwitz would get $380 million 
in cash and properties. 

Under a little known provision of this federal agreement, 
Maxxam would also be given thousands of acres of forest to 
login the South Fork of the Elk River. This land now belongs 
to Sierra Pacific, the largest landowner in California. Sierra 



The world premiere of the love-pod — raid-proof tree housing! 
Pacific would be given old growth from Sierra Nevada na- 
tional forests and BLM lands. As if it weren't bad enough that 
Dianne Feinstein is supporting the Quincy Library Group's 
logging plans [see article on page 12], she's also brokering 
corporate timber swaps for the northern Sierras. 

continued on page 9 


74 Day Blockade Energizes Cove/Mallard 


On a hot day in early July, 1 1 activ- 
ists gathered in the heart of the Nez 
Perce National Forest near Dixie, 
Idaho, which contains the largest 
roadless area in the lower 48. Unfor- 
tunately, this area, known as Cove/ 
Mallard, was sold to 
Shearer Lumber to do 
with what they please. 

Since 1992, activists have 
been fighting against the 
wholesale destruction of 
this beautiful place. 

Shearer has already gut- 
ted Noble, one of the tim- 
ber sales in Cove/Mallard. 

They have also made plain 
their intention to log the 
Jack timber sale and in- 
deed must do so before 
the next sale (Lone Park) 
can proceed. 

The plan of these 1 1 ac- 
tivists was to blockade For- 
est Service Road 9553, also 
known as the Jack Road. 

Early on the morning of July 5, they 
hiked five miles up the Trapper Creek 
trail, loaded down with all the food 
and gear necessary for a lengthy stay. 
Everyone was so tired upon reaching 
Jack Road that they all fell asleep. 

The morning of July 6 was spectacu- 
lar. Not only were there moose nearby, 
but two bipods had miraculously ap- 
peared on the road! Two activists sus- 


pended themselves from the two in- 
terdependently cabled bipods, mak- 
ing it impossible to take one bipod 
down without the other coming down 
as well. The tiny seed of the Highjack 
blockade had germinated. 


Walking the length of Jack Road, one 
can easily see how destructive it is. The 
road cuts through one stream, and it's 
been washed out in numerous others. 
The sediment running into Little and 
Big Mallard creeks is fatal to the crea- 
tures living there, including the Chi- 
nook salmon, an endangered species. 

On July 9, after being discovered by 
timber cruisers, Idaho County Sheriffs 


came by with cameras and stern looks. 
A few days later, a Forest Service law 
enforcement officer came by and 
talked, pretending to drink our coffee 
from a dirty plastic mug. 

Some time in mid-July, an activist 
was asleep on the road right next to 
one of the bipod's cable anchors. A pair 
of old-growth culverts sprouted under- 
neath him and bore him aloft. We 
didn't know how we, or the Freddies, 
were going to get him down. It was 
impossible to disassemble the culverts 
without endangering the second bipod 
and, consequently, the first bipod. 

Forest activism can be dangerous. In 
late July, another activist was playing 
fiddlesticks in a logging slash pile. The 
whole pile collapsed, upended and 
left him hanging from a pole, sus- 
pended between two tripods right be- 
hind the back cable of the second 
bipod. It was impossible to take down 
the tripods without endangering the 
second bipod, the culvert, etc... 

One evening in August, two 
snoockered locals pulled up to the 
slash pile that now buries the Jack 
Road gate. One of them had recently 
been featured on the front page of a 
local paper in an article entitled, "Log- 
gers Environmentalist^ Too." Siphon- 
ing gasoline from their running en- 
gines, they attempted to set the slash 

continued on page 22 


Genetic 
Engineering 
for Beginners 

by Ayelet Hines 

For many people, the developments 
in genetic engineering conjure images 
like designer test tube babies, slave 
clones, a caste system based on genetic 
perfection or a day when males and 
their sperm are obsolete. Indeed, this 
new technology tightens humanity's 
grip on nature unlike any other — ex- 
| cept perhaps the nuclear bomb. 

§ Genetic selection is not a new sci- 
4 ence. For thousands of years, humans 
^ have altered the organisms around 
| them to suit their needs. Scientists 
s have been fiddling with genes since 
| the 1970s, but combining DNA from 
3 unrelated species takes artificial selec- 
§ tion to new heights, with promises 
that miracle crops, "improved live- 
stock" and manipulated bacteria can 
eradicate illness and world hunger and 
let us live forever. The complex prob- 
lems associated with genetic engineer- 
ing stem not from the basic science 
but from our arrogance and ignorance. 

Transgenic organisms are not inher- 
ently dangerous. The environmental 
risk is that an organism's new traits 
will produce unwanted results. Be- 
cause a trait is produced by combina- 
tion of genes, one gene can produce 
several traits, and the inserted genetic 
material often acts as a wild card. 

What are the effects of bioengi- 
neering? They could be very slight or 
they could be great. At this stage of 
the game we just don't know. The 
more important question is how we'll 
assess the risks. 

As the genetic library grows, re- 
searchers have more genes than ever 
to draw upon and manipulate. Ge- 
neticists can now tailor the genes of 
any organism to produce new charac- 
teristics. At first glance, the attentive 
reader might ask, "Natural mutation 
and traditional breeding practices pro- 
duce organisms with new traits all the 
time, so why should genetic engineer- 
ing be of greater concern?" 

It may seem fairly benign to take a 
gene from a cold-water fish and put it 
in an orange cell to create frost-resis- 
tant orange trees. Of course, the envi- 
ronmental risks of this technology 
depend on, among other things, the 
nature of the organism, its location, 
the characteristic of the gene and the 
ability of this gene to move to other 
"nontarget" organisms. 

The risk of backfire becomes increas- 
ingly likely as the technology moves 
out of the controlled laboratory into 
the great outdoors, where experiment- 
ers have far less influence over grow- 
ing conditions. Researchers are ready 

continued on page 20 
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iVlVA LA RESISTENC1A! 



The staff welcomes you to the Samhain '97 issue of the 
Earth First! Journal. Feel free to relax, kick back and be 
inspired! The chilly rains of autumn have returned to 
Cascadia; I’m using my extra indoor time to reflect and write 
about the environmental movement. One of the functions 
of the Journal is to document the variety of tactics that 
activists use to confront the extinction crisis. There is no 
consensus in Earth First! about what tactics are appropriate 
for fighting those destroying the Earth. As the Op-Ed on the 
opposite page points out, there is ample room in this 
movement for debate. What the groups in these pages have 
in common, however, is that they all come from cultures of 
resistance. 

I believe that a culture of resistance can be defined as an 
active, defiant state of mind (and spirit!) that is shared by 
individuals and communities. This culture puts respect for 
the Earth above the quarterly profits of corporations. 

In Europe and Australia, resistance swirls around the move- 
ment to fight genetically engineered seed and crop patenting. 
Opposition to DNA-altered farming is sprouting up faster than 
a Monsanto beet. For a critical look at genetic engineering, see 
our front page. Don't forget to read the juicy details on how 
some resourceful elves have been defending our gene pool with 
a little midnight gardening (page 20). 

One of the most moving pieces in this issue deals with the 
wholesale destruction of entire watersheds in the Slocan 
Valley of British Columbia. Most of the folks in the Slocan 
struggle were not activists before log trucks rolled past their 
homes, ruining their water source. Now the community is 
mobilizing and a new culture of resistance is sprouting up. 

Unlike corporate media, the Journal strives to extend its 
coverage past the struggles of white, middle-class North 
Americans. From Colombia to Nicaragua, we document 
the fight of revolutionary people struggling for land. We 
report what mainstream media will not: The fate of the 
world's rainforests and endangered species hinges upon 
the rights of poor and indigenous people. 

The maldistribution of land in Latin America is both well 
documented and appalling. The most arable land is owned 
by a few families and corporations. Mammoth plantations 
are worked with exploited labor and cancerous chemicals 
to produce commodities such as sugar, bananas and coffee 
for wealthy North American consumers like us. 

How can we blame poor people for converting forests to 
fields if this is their only chance to farm for themselves? 


Landless campesinos must gain access to land to grow food 
and indigenous people must be allowed to live in their forest 
homes. Until the corporate estates and gigantic plantations 
are given back to the poor, environmentalism in Latin 
America may seem like the pursuit of a privileged class. 

In this twisted vision of class warfare, agri-business and 
multinational logging concessions continue to dominate 
life in Central America. Poor workers and landless squatters 
are pitted against the tribes of the rainforest, while the 
landed elite and corporations continue to profit. Divide 
and conquer will never go out of style. 

Activists south of the border are likely to face more 
harassment and intimidation than a fine or a night in jail. 
Human rights workers, indigenous leaders and environ- 
mentalists are still targeted by para-military death squads. 
Thanks to the CIA and its infamous School of the Americas, 
right-wing thugs are brought up to this country for rigorous 
training in political repression and covert violence. Many 
who work in Latin America to protect the Earth are mur- 
dered or "disappeared" with US military aid and weaponry. 

The illegal clearcutting of the Nicaraguan rainforests is 
being met with opposition by fierce Earth warriors. To learn 
more of the struggle (la lucha), read the story about the 
Ecological Armed Front on page 4. 

Likewise, Mexico is struggling with social upheaval and 
ecological devastation. One of the worst undocumented oil 
spills in Mexico's history occurred at the Pemex refinery in 
the state of Tabasco. Mexican workers and villagers have 
brought civil disobedience to new heights. See the Pemex 
story on page 19 to lean how Chontal Indians and the 
people of Tabasco shut down Mexico's largest oil refinery! 

See you at the revolution... Hasta la victoria siempre. jViva 
la resistencia! 

This issue has been made possible by the invaluable 
contributions of our newest editor, Ayelet Hines. Arriving 
in Eugene from Texas by way of California, Ayelet brings 
experience from the human- and animal-rights move- 
ments. She worked as our fundraiser last year, and we 
decided we just couldn't live without her. 

Isabella Barnes recently joined us as our new merchandise 
goddess. Isabella replaces Stella Anderson, to whom we say 
a tearful good-bye. She is off to create and live her art, and 
Isabella is here to fill all your merchandise fantasies. Send us 
orders for holiday goodies and keep those letters coming. 

— Patrick Oliver 


by Faith Walker 




cpauna Qabala 


Fauna, n. animal life. 

Cabala, n. an esoteric, secret mattes or mysterious act. 

Vampire bats were likely the first blood donors. Females 
of Desmodus rotundus, one of three vampire bat species, 
form daytime rousting groups of between 20 and 100 
individuals. When a bat comes home hungry, as do about 
one-tenth of adults and one-third of juveniles, a roostmate 
will kindly provide a meal of regurgitated blood. Young- 
sters, who perish in three days without food, are particu- 
larly prone to hunting failure because they lack the 
considerable skill required to painlessly extract blood. 
When hunting, a bat follows its heat-sensing noseleaf to 
prey, primarily cattle, where it usually lands and crawls to 
the hoof. The bat licks and cuts the bite site, a process that 
takes 20 minutes, then must remain unnoticeable for the 
time needed to drink half of its body weight in blood 
(salivary anti-coagulant runs down the top of the bat's 
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^ Mm tongue into the wound to keep blood 

’y J flowing, while two grooves on the 

Xyf I tongue's underside serve as drink- 

F tlinlr in 8 straws). 

\ I /'"l pf Females of this South American 
| species have a high survival rate and 
©I can live to be 18 years old, resulting 
1 in individuals spending a long time 
together. M Their system of reciprocal food shar- 
ing works be- y cause they are able to recognize each 
other. This is facilitated by social grooming. Prior to 
donating or receiving blood, a pair will vigorously groom 
each other, revealing their identities by their distinctly 
different vocalizations. During grooming, a hungry bat 
will pat the belly of a roostmate, which will be swollen if 
the potential donor has fed. Regurgitation takes roughly 
six and a half minutes. Later, after a successful hunt, the 
recipient will be more prone to donate and will prefer to 
feed the bat that has recently given blood. Females who 
attempt to cheat by receiving but not donating are remem- 
bered and are refused the next time they're hungry. This is 
one of the few species in which reciprocity exists between 
both related and unrelated individuals. This characteristic 
may have evolved during the ecological bottleneck created 
by the disappearance of their main prey, the large herding 
mammals, at the end of the Pleistocene. 
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Cult of Nonviolenc 


by Gary Mcfarlane and Darryl Echt 



Sometime in our murky past, the self-elected 
"leaders" of Earth First! issued some decisions: The 
movement was too violent, too morally impure, 
too fascistic, too stupid, the wrong media 
grist and in need of education (or some- 
thing like that). Anyhow, it was decided 
that we should clean up our act and be- 
come ethically-principled resisters (war- 
riors being a bit too frightening a term). 
But now, instead of simply being nonvio- 
lent (which most of us were already) we 
are in danger of becoming a cult of nonviolence. 

Cults have a strange propensity to subliminally 
obfuscate their goals. Like all good cultists, we step 
glassy-eyed forward to our daily ritual of nonvio- 
lence, rarely questioning why our value is measured 
by our ritual performance, let alone questioning the 
ritual itself. And since noted authorities on the 
matter recognize questioning and analysis as essen- 
tial to deprogramming, it is time for Earth Firstlers 
to take a critical look at our own sacred mass: 
nonviolent civil disobedience. (Religious parallels 
are not entirely facetious. The historical preacher of 
nonviolence, the great Gandhi himself, said that it 
is a way of life, a literal religion.) 

The first step in deprogramming a cult mentality 
is recognizing the cult. Cults are built on a single 
dogma. Perhaps our closest example is the US Forest 
Service, whose dogma is logging — the prescription 
for every situation. Introspection is avoided and 
individual solutions foregone for the sake-of per- 
petuating dogma issued by the "priesthood." 

Likewise, we have established our own nonvio- 
lent priesthood. As "actions" to defend the Earth 
have become dogmatic (civil disobedience ap- 
plied without situational analysis) and technical, 
we have determined that we need experts, priests. 
Now, this may be well and good for actions that 
are not innate, like dangling on high-tech ropes 
with all sorts of fancy hardware. But, we ako-baw 


decided that we need experts to teach us the 
tactics of nonviolence in the tradition of Thoreau, 
Gandhi and Parks (she did it long before King 
did). The learned and/or experienced among us 
have become nonviolence trainers — they've been 
ordained. And they've been empowered to feed us 
a single dogma. 

What's so wrong with experts, you say? Well, 
overreliance on them creates an imbalance, an un- 
healthy hierarchy that haunts campaigns. Too fre- 
quently we defer decision making to our experts or 
priests. Experience is important, but it isn't every- 


thing. Ceding moral or ethical decisions to sancti- 
v fied, "qualified" individuals is disempowering. Do 
we really want or need experts to tell us how to 
behave? Step two, friends, is gently ushering our 
priests and priestesses off the altar and seating them 
with the rest of us, around the fire. 

Once we are all there as equals, we can begin 
step three (light that cigarette or whiff that sage, 



Martin Luther King, Jr. and Malcom 


'cause this one ain't easy). We must define "non- 
violence" itself. Our collective notions of nonvio- 
lence are as diverse as North American flora and 
fauna once were. To some, it is simply the absence 
of ■ d e lib e rat e harm to life. To others, a much 

narrower construct of nonviolence forbids any 
kind of destruction, even sabotage, as violent. 
There are even those who claim that the use of 
harsh words directed at the forces of terracide is 
violent. When the definition of nonviolence be- 
comes so narrow as to exclude just about every- 
thing (especially anything effective or fun), it 
should be questioned. We must be careful not to 
apply the term "violent" too loosely. We can call 
actions what they may be — silly, irreverent, un- 
pleasant — but we should not label them violent 
simply because we don't like them. As a diverse 


movement, rather than a cult, we must accept 
that the spectrum of nonviolent action is far 
wider than our priesthood has dictated. 

Step four is questioning our ritual. Is civil disobe- 
dience effective? We need to constructively analyze 
this tactic, rather than swallowing it as our holy 
wafer. Are we open to new ideas or just the same old 
ones replayed? In what circumstances has civil 
disobedience been successful? 

Sometimes nonviolent civil disobedience diverts us 
from the message, especially at the point of arrest. 
Often it is the tactic that becomes the message, not the 
Earth. The issue for which we choose to be arrested 
becomes obscured by the act itself. We seize our media 
opportunity and bump wildlands protection to make 
room to publicize less-than-pleasant police treatment 
and jailhouse conditions. Our sound bites reveal 
more about bipods and pain holds than agency 
malfeasance and habitat devastation. 

Respect for roles that don’t involve voluntary 
arrest is essential. Indoctrination, be it called edu- 
cation or training, creates a group mind. Thought- 
ful debate is discouraged when all the answers are 
found within an ideological framework. Autonomy, 
individualism, creativity and self-motivation can 
be stifled, and participation by those with heretical 
tendencies is dissuaded. For example, it has been 
our experience that some people involved in the 
Cove/Mallard campaign have not felt their ideas 
and skills were welcome or respected. Individuals 
have been literally ostracized for failing to swallow 
dogma, thereby not only quashing potentially ef- 
fective new perspectives, but encouraging blind 
obedience. The bumper stickers on our vehicles 
may declare "Resist Much, Obey Little," but we are 
expected to leave such radical notions aside when 
we pull into camp. 

We should look to other historical movements for 
insight. There has been no movement, struggle or 
revolution throughout history (that we know of) 
that has succeeded via a single strategy or tactic. 
Where cults flounder or perish, genuine move- 
ments have flourished. Sinn Fein would never have 
found its way to the table had the Irish Republican 
Army not initiated the resistance to British imperi- 
alism. The animal-rights movement would be a 
mere laughing stock if not for the Animal Liberation 
Front. The Nation of Islam and the Black Panthers 
played incredibly instrumental roles in the struggle 
for civil rights in the US. Even our sacred cow, the 
fight for India's independence, would surely have 
stagnated in the salt sea without the nameless 
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Dear EF!: 

I never knew how ignorant 1 
was of trees (read: life) until I 
became acquainted with and 
started reading your paper. 

As a former bank robber, who 
sits in a cesspool of a prison, I 
realize that I might be too far from 
the facts, however 1 can't help but 
add my two cents to the violent vs. 
nonviolent approach to protest. 

Nonviolence is the way of the 
tree, of life, it is good; violence is 
the way of man, of money, it is 
not good. Nevertheless, at this 
point in time, we cannot get along 
without money, yet when I am 
free, I think I'd prefer less money 
and more trees. 

EF! is one of my windows to 
the outside, through which I am 
learning to see different ways 
and purposes, for which I thank 
ya'II. Who knows, if the God- 
dess so desires, 1 will meet some 
of you and learn to live and 
enjoy life again. 


May ya'll unite and work to- 
gether. In unity there is strength. 

Towards peace, harmony and 
equality, 

Love, 

—Pat Earl #744524 
Box 150 X 418 
T-Colony, TX 75884 
P.S. Free CuSith to chew the 
new place! Now! 

Dear EF! 

RE: "Boycott the [USFS] Recre- 
ation Fee..." on p. 9 Sept-Oct '97 
EF!, the article avoided a big is- 
sue. I'll believe that American 
Recreation Coalition seeks exploi- 
tation of public land for motor- 
ized abuse — and that ARC'S ad- 
vocacy of user fees has evil inten- 
tions. But some user-fee advo- 
cates do care about mother earth. 

If land managers were angels, 
instead of human beings or dev- 
ils, of course we wouldn't need 
to consider fees for hikers. In the 
real world, caring managers can 


more easily justify doing the 
right thing by mother — if non- 
exploitative use is generating 
some fees too. If resource extrac- 
tion is the only activity that gen- 
erates any fees, then it may re- 
main the only thing that agen- 
cies care much about. 

— W. Tuck Forsythe 

Dear Journal Folk, 

Viva the Slug! The ultimate 
indicator species! 

— SLUGTHANG@AOL.COM 

Dear Earth First! 

Last issue carried my letter that 
attacked "playing by the rules," 
and reply by "JF" that defended 
same by pointing to alleged gains 
by time-honored tactics at the 
June 1 tree-cutting confronta- 
tion in Eugene. 

JF defends ritualized CD and 
martyrology as having provoked 
front-page news coverage, much 
citizen hand-wringing, talk of a 


police review board, and a recall 
of the local DA campaign. 

But what does any of this 
add up to? 

JF comes across as a liberal sali- 
vating over a few predictable lib- 
eral responses that have accom- 
plished exactly nothing. 

This is the same attitude that 


condemned the razing the 
Oakridge Ranger Station a year 
ago — because of the "good work" 
that had been done there; that 
totally distances itself from the 
Unabomber/Kaczynski; and that 
wets its pants if a few feds ask 
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SAWING AND SPIKING IN GABON 


by Giuseppe Vassallo 

Gabon is a West African country with a small 
population — only one million people in an area as 
big as the state of Virginia. It was once 85 percent 
covered with pristine rainforest and had vast num- 
bers of gorillas, chimpanzees and forest elephants. 


I have spent many years taking trips, doing 
actions and gathering contacts to sensitize Gabon's 
authorities and conservationists about the need 
to preserve this country's environment. After 
nearly 20 years of efforts, backed by international 
conservation associations, not even one national 
park has been created in Gabon. So in 1992, with 
some friends, I identified and proposed protec- 
tion for a very spectacular and pristine site, the 
Ipassa-Mingouli. 

The Ipassa-Mingouli contains a million-year- 
old primary rainforest and a large uninhabited 
river, the Ivindo. Three extraordinary and practi- 
cally unknown waterfalls protect this area from 
human destruction. 

The Ipassa-Mingouli Project aims to enlarge a 
small UNESCO reserve, called the Ipassa, by includ- 
ing a more extensive and intact forest, called the 
Mingouli. Ours is both a sustainable development 
and conservation project. The goals are to protect 
the forest, to promote the welfare of the nearby 
population and to develop eco-tourism. 

We also aim to perform ecological and biomedical 
research with the aid of local traditional doctors. 


Iboga, a medicinal plant which only grows in Gabon, 
could be a primary focus of future research. It is now 
under study in the US and Europe. This plant may 
prove useful for treating alcoholism and tobacco 
and drug addictions. 

The Ipassa-Mingouli has no resident popula- 
tion, and so, during our first visit, confident 

chimpanzees ap- 
proached and con- 
fronted us. They had 
never seen humans be- 
fore! The villages of lo- 
cal people are nearly 50- 
kilometers away from 
the core area and the 
Ivindo River. These 
people practice hunting 
and gathering in the for- 
est near their villages, so 
they are not threaten- 
ing the ecosystem. 

Unfortunately some 
logging permits have al- 
ready been issued within 
the area to the Rougier 
Group, France's biggest 
logging company. The lo- 
cal population completely 
backs the Ipassa-Mingouli 
Project, since they know 
that logging depletes their 
forest of animal and plant variety. Furthermore, the 
logging company offers them very few jobs. 

We looked for allies to help protect the Ipassa- 
Mingouli, and a few years ago we got the World 
Conservation Union (IUCN) involved. It prepared a 
proposal and report on the Ipassa-Mingouli Project 
which interested Gabon's European Union delega- 
tion. These two organizations put pressure on Jacques 
Rougier, owner of the Rougier Group, to practice 
sustainable use of the area. In 1995, Rougier reluc- 
tantly signed a sustainability agreement. Thus our 
project seemed poised to get underway. Due to 
some difficulties between Gabon's government and 
the European Union, however, the initial phase of 
the project has been delayed. 

Meanwhile Rougier, like a thief in the night, 
without informing either the European Union or 
the World Conservation Union, has roared ahead 
with heavy industrial logging. It began cutting right 
in the core conservation area. 

Rougier's people are plundering the forest and 
massacring the animals. Since the workers are not 
given a stipend to provide for their food, they are 
forced to rely on poaching. In addition, many 



Protecting the Ipassa-Mingouli 


commercial poachers now roam into the core zone 
of the Mingouli forest, following logging roads 
opened by Rougier. 

Early in 1997, after nearly two years of Rougier's 
massive tree slaughter, there was a serious outbreak 
of Ebola hemorrhagic fever that struck down many 
people living in the nearby villages. This usually 
fatal illness has dreadful symptoms well described 
in the books TheHotZene and Ebola. Scientists such 
as Steven Morse of Rockefeller University believe 
that a main cause of Ebola epidemics is the distur- 
bance of primary rainforests by logging. Logging 
roads open the way to poachers who hunt primates 
and sell their meat, and Ebola is thought to be 
transmitted to humans by contact with the meat or 
blood of infected primates. 

Thus Rougier, in addition to plundering this beau- 
tiful forest, also bears responsibility for the tragic 
deaths of 59 people in late '96 and early '97. If Ebola 
breaks through Gabon's fragile quarantine barriers, 
a "Jet Virus" could unleash a world epidemic. 

I was informed that last summer three Italian 
activists performed a direct action against the Rougier 
Group. Keeping themselves hidden in the Mingouli 
forest, close to the logging company's bulldozers 
and chainsaws, they nail-spiked 152 trees that 
Rougier's officials had selected for logging. 

The Ipassa-Mingouli needs more direct actions and 
it needs international pressure on the Rougier Group, 
the Gabonese government and the French govern- 
ment. Anyone willing to visit the Ipassa-Mingouli will 
be very welcome and useful. Those willing to write 
letters of protest will find a model of such a letter on 
our Web page at http://www.dna.it/ecowarriors. Write 
to the President of Gabon at http://www.presidence- 
gabon.oleane.com/cgi-bin/mailto. You can faxjacques 
Rougier of the Rougier Group at 33-1-53772508. 



“Three extraordinary and practically unknown waterfalls protect this area from destruction." 


Armed Group Defends Nicaraguan Rainforest 


Recently, the Nicaraguan newspaper La Tribuna 
reported the emergence of a new group defending 
the rainforest, El Frontero Ecologico Armado (FEA, 
or the Armed Ecological Front). This guerrilla 
battalion is made up of approximately 60 men, 
including former members of the Sandinista 
army, the Ministry of the Interior and the re- 
armed Contra group Northern Front-380. A 
communique from the group explains that they 
have taken up arms against the "unscrupulous 
loggers who are principally responsible for the 
destruction of the environment." 

On September 22, the group confronted loggers 
who were busily punching in roads and falling 
trees. The FEA battalion confiscated 25 chainsaws 
and burned them in the central plaza of Puerto 
Viejo as "a warning against people and companies 
that dedicate themselves to cutting down forests." 
The FEA declares that one of its principal objec- 
tives is to bring government corruption to an end 
and claims that it will not respect logging licenses 
granted by the Minister of Natural Resources. 

Another group, El Movimiento Ambiental 
Nicaraguaense (MAN, or the Nicaraguan Envi- 
ronmental Movement) President Rodolfo 
Blandon announced that they will block roads 
on the main highways in Jinotega and 
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Matagalpa. He also noted that indigenous 
groups are mobilizing to defend their homes. 

In support of this struggle, the Nicaragua Network 
and the Rainforest Action Network have called for a 
"Day of Action" on November 10 to pressure the 
Nicaraguan government to respect the autonomy of 
the peoples of the Caribbean Coast and to halt the 
devastation of the rainforest. Demonstrations will 
be held at the Nicaraguan embassies in Washing- 
ton, DC and several European capitals, as well as at 
Nicaraguan consulates in New York, Miami and San 
Francisco. Activists in other locations will be calling 
and faxing embassies, organizing educational events 
and collecting signatures on petitions to send to 
Nicaraguan President Aleman. 

Logging in Nicaragua's North Atlantic Autono- 
mous Region is widespread. The disruption of the 
indigenous communities follows the newest 
logging concessions. A subsidiary of a Korean 
multinational corporation, Solcarsa, has received 
concessions as have five US timber companies. 

The concession areas include nearly 150,000 acres 
in Wakamby, a large tract of ancient tropical 
hardwood forest located between the village of 
Rosita and the Bosawas Reserve. In March, a 
group of US activists joined with Nicaraguan 
environmentalists and indigenous peoples to 


document the destruction of the Caribbean coast. 
The group traveled up the Rio Coco to the 
Bosawas Reserve and uncovered new logging 
roads on sacred indigenous land in Wakamby. 

The Nicaraguan National Assembly in 1987 
granted political autonomy to the indigenous 
communities and declared the majority of land in 
the "undeveloped" regions to be their property. 
According to the Nicaraguan constitution, it 
cannot be sold. President Aleman, however, has 
been unwilling to take any steps to protect the 
rights of the indigenous peoples. He has been 
unwilling to revoke the Solcarsa's concession, 
which has even been found illegal by the Nicara- 
guan Supreme Court! 

Take part in the International Day of Action for 
Nicaragua on November 10. Organize a protest, 
rally or vigil at your local Nicaraguan consulate or 
embassy. Send letters of protest to President 
Aleman through any Nicaraguan embassy or 
consulate on November 10, 1997. 

To receive a "Day of Action" organizing packet, 
contact Soren Ambrose at the Nicaragua Network 
(202) 544-9355, fax 544-9359; e-mail: 
Nicanet@igc.apc.org or the Native Forest Network 
at (802) 863-0571, fax (802) 863-2532; e-mail: 
nfnena@igc.apc.org. 






HEY NASA: SEND IT UP URANUS! 


OPPOSITION TO CASSINI HEATS UP 


by Al Decker 

On October 15, (Never A Straight Answer) 
launched theC^ssii^.pobe4r«:O space. As the article 
Plutonium: Probe Pms Life on at Risk ( EF!J , 
Beltane, 1997) reported, the spacecraft will carry 
72.3 pounds of plutonium-238, the largest amount 
ever used in a space mission. The launch was origi- 
nally scheduled for Columbus Day, but was delayed 
due to high winds and "technical difficulties." 

There are numerous well-documented reasons 
why this mission is the height of 
human stupidity and arrogance, 
including the fact that the probe 
will perform a fly-by maneuver 
of the Earth in August 1999 at 
42,300-miles-per-hour, just a few 
hundred miles above our atmo- 
sphere. In the case of a slight 
mistake, equipment failure or 
collision with another object, 

Cassini could easily enter the 
atmosphere and vaporize, show- 
ering the most deadly substance 
known across the planet. 

There is always a danger to 
exploration, says NASA. After 
all, Columbus had to take risks. 

The original launch date on Co- 
lumbus Day was, of course, no 
coincidence. Yet, the astute ob- 
server will realize that while 
Columbus was only risking his 
life and that of his crew, this 
glorious mission risks all life on Earth for the next 
thousand human generations. 

NASA's Environmental Impact Statement for the 
mission predicted that the number of people who 
"could receive 99 percent or more of the radiaflon' 
exposure" in the event ot an "inadvertent reentry" 
into our atmosphere is 5 billion of the estimated 7 or 
8 billion world population in 1999. Two-hundred 
forty-four workers at the Los Alamos National Labo- 
ratory have already suffered plutonium poisoning 
from working on this project. 

NASA scientist Dr. Jeff Cuzzi insists that the risk of 
an accident is a "million times less likely than 
getting struck by lightning," and Cassini is a "mil- 
lion times safer than you think." This means a 
million times less than nothing and is nothing less 
than complete drivel. It's prima facie absurd to deny 
that rockets blow up. I learned that playing with toy 
rockets as a kid. Yet these scientists operate in a 
fantasy world where studying the rings of Saturn is 
worth $3.4 billion and the risk of global catastrophe. 

Hell No, We Won't Glow 

Despite the appalling silence of the American me- 
dia, there is growing international and national out- 
rage against Cassini. Bruce Gagnon of the Florida 
Coalition for Peace and Justice is working with 400 
organizers around the globe on this issue. The two 
weeks prior to Columbus Day, the Coalition organized 
daily vigils, picnics and rallies outside the gates of 
Cape Canaveral, including one rally on October 4 
with over a thousand people demanding an end to the 
madness. That day, after a few hours of speeches from 
scientists, activists and religious leaders, people fol- 
lowed a contingent from Grandmothers for Peace to 
the front gate, where the raging grannies prepared to 
go over the fence and head toward the launch pad. In 
a touching show of grace, the several hundred tooled- 
up riot cops opened the gates for the grannies, but 
promptly closed them on the masses. Shortly thereaf- 
ter, a Cascadian draped thick carpets over the razor- 
wire fencing, and a stream of people went over the top 
into the arms of the police. Twenty-seven people were 
arrested for trespassing and may face federal charges. 

A German activist who has worked on this issue 
for three years told the rally about two simultaneous 
demonstrations in Germany. There were several 
other gatherings elsewhere in the US. Activists from 
the Native Forest Network in Vermont locked down 
to their senator's desk. A California resident did a 


week-long hunger strike. Two British women from 
the Menwith Hill peace camp were arrested in 
London spray painting "StopCassini" on the Ameri- 
can Embassy — events which we don't hear about 
through the corporate media. 

The federal government put all NASA facilities in the 
country on "alpha threatcom" security alert a week 
befcire the launch date. Rumors suggested that some 
folks were going to try and get in and disturb the 
launch nonetheless. In the security zone around the 
launch, soldiers had permission to shoot, and helicop- 


ters conducted regular overflights with thermal-imag- 
ing devices. In addition, the swamps and scrub sur- 
rounding the base are home to alligators, diamond- 
back and cottonmouth snakes, wild boars and en- 
cephantis-bearing mosquitoes; It would have been 
possible to enter the coastal waters via boat, but the 
Navy, Coast Guard, Marine and state vessels were on 
patrol, and the density of sharks off the Florida coast 
is second only to Australia. At blast-off, all protesters 
but one left the site outside Cape Canaveral's gates. 

America "Uber Alles" 

The largely untold story of the Cassini mission is 
its role as an icebreaker to soften up the public to 
nukes and weapons in space. There are 12 more 
plutonium missions planned in the near future. 

The US Space Command, NASA and the Clinton 
administration have all acknowledged the "crucial" 
role of nuclear power and weapons in space. There 
have been 24 American reactors in space already, as 
well as many from the Soviets. Nuclear power will be 
used to deflect or blow up asteroids; to power satel- 
lites for military, communica- 
tions and high-definition TV; 
as propulsion fuel for trips to 
Mars and Pluto; to enable 
nuclear disposal in space; and 
to mine the moon, other plan- 
ets and asteroids for helium-3 
(used in nuclear fusion), as well 
as rare radioactive isotopes of 
potassium uranium, thorium, 
rubidium, etc. (uranium and 
thorium can be used for nuclear 
reactors). Two nuclear reactors 
for mining colonies on Mars 
are planned for 2007. 

Even more frightening is the 
fact that for the military, space 
is the ultimate "high ground." 

Colonel Mike Heil of the US Air 
Force Phillips Laboratory says 
that "high ground has always 
been a superior and defensible 
platform from which to wage 
war... from its position in space, 
the Air Force will eventually see 
every potential target on the 
face of the earth and, if need be, 
engage them militarily." 


Furthermore, the military plans to deny enemy 
nations access to out|i 3 Space. Clinton officials regu- 
larly speak of "forcei&tipliers for the domination 
of the planilt' Ma^n|| 0 tple believed that Bubba 
and Al woid^ollov^^^gh on their pledges to end 
ti&Star W^i>rogEppjtet..in a typical maneuver, 
h#/ever, jf gjlfr dicj^pj.,%e program, they just 
changed itf||&rne ||§f§|jf|lst3o Missile Defense and 
took the $ffwHiorii|^^dget out of a different 
pot. DespitS&ternattdhJfl agreements banning the 
militarization and midearization of space, Bubba 
and Al are firmly befitted the military program to put 
America literally "ablrve all." 

Alan Kohn, a formerNASA emergency preparedness 
officer, told an anti-Cassini rally 
earlier this summer, "I expect 
people to speak out regardless 
the cost. If you're going to keep 
quiet about an issue like this, 
then your jobs aren't worth a 
bucket of warm spit. If you're 
going to give up your soul and 
your conscience just to keep your 
jobs, the jobs aren’t worth it... If 
it means your jobs, so what? 
Who cares about a job? Health 
and the lives of the public are 
more important than any job 
on this Earth, including the presi- 
dency of the US." 

Plutonium did not exist on 
Earth 60 years ago, and now 
traces of it are found in soil 
samples on all continents at all 
latitudes. But even if it weren't 
being used for this mission, 
the question still remains: why 
the hell are we doing it? Why is it necessary? 

Cassini opponents who support a nuke-free space 
program have single-issue blinders on . They unfortu- 
nately ignore the problems of the toxic spills into the 
wildlife preserve and residential area surrounding 
Cape Canaveral; the damage to the ozone layer with 
every blast-off; the considerable impact on climate 
change through greenhouse gas emissions; the deeply 
offensive nature of this program to indigenous people 
and others who hold to notions of sacredness; and 
the unforgivable cost of the whole shebang, while 
social and environmental programs face wholesale 
elimination by a depraved neoliberal government. 

The battle against Cassini is not over. There is still 
time to cancel the fly-by in 1999. With Cassini 
merely the tip of the iceberg for the nuclear space 
program, those who defend the Earth from pluto- 
nium poisoning have no shortage of work ahead. 

For information contact the Global Network Against 
Weapons and Nuclear Power in Space, c/o the Florida 
Coalition for Peace and Justice, POB 90035, Gainesville, 
FL 32607; (352) 468-3295; e-mail: fcpj@afn.org. 



Eleven anti-Cassini protesters in Burlington, Vermont were arrested October 7 after occupying 
Senator fames Jeffords' (R- VT) office for almost six hours. Two of the protesters were removed when 
the desk they were U-locked to was cut. At noon, concerned citizens entered Jeffords' office and 
demanded that he take a stand against the launch of Cassini. According to one local organizer, 
Jeffords could have "createjd] the pressure to stop the launch and knows how truly dangerous it 
is, yet he's choosing to do nothing to stop it... It appears he lacks the courage to take a stand." The 
only stand Jeffords took was to have the protesters arrested. 

On October 4, 300 participants attended an anti-Cassini rally in Burlington. Afterwards, a 
hundred or so people marched to a General Dynamics plant where they torched a mock rocket. 



Officers defend NASA from Grandmothers for Peace during a protest 
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Shawnee Forest in Ohio Under Seige 


by Jason Tockman 

What do you get when you mix one of the most 
biologically diverse and recreation-friendly forests in 
Ohio with rampant logging and poor management? 
The Shawnee State Forest. Under the leadership of 
Forest Manager Stan Richards, the Shawnee has suf- 
fered ravaging clearcuts and enormous "high-grade" 
select cuts, leaving it in a severely degraded condition. 

With 62,000 acres straddling Scioto and Adams 
counties, the Shawnee is the largest state forest and 
the most contiguous public land in Ohio. Known as 
the "Little Smokies," it is home to the state's only 
wilderness, an 8,000-acre area containing many rare 
and endangered species. 

With Ohio ranking 47th out of the 50 states for 
public lands available per capita for recreation, one 
would think that a place like the Shawnee would be 
managed with recreation in mind. Despite pleas 
from local townships to stop the devastation, how- 
ever, the timber sales continue to be cruised, planned 
and executed. The Shawnee bears the brunt of 
Ohio's timber sales, and being at the southern edge 
of the state, is ignored by the media, politicians and, 
unfortunately, the public. 

In the late 1 980s the Save Our Shawnee Committee 
was formed to express outrage with the mismanage- 
ment of the Shawnee. Its pressure, and the pull of the 
Speaker of the House, Vern Riffle, resulted in a ban on 
clearcutting in the Shawnee that was in place until 
the Division of Forestry overturned it in 1994. 

Clearcutting resumed with two cuts totaling 32 


acres. Two more clearcuts were recently sold along an 
area known as Sunshine Ridge. Numerous selective 
logging projects are also at varying stages of comple- 
tion, including a timber sale adjacent to the wilder- 
ness area. The Division of Forestry explains that the 
cutting is for "natural regeneration." Apparently 
dissatisfied with the existing stands of mature hard- 
wood forests, the managers of the Shawnee are hell- 
bent on transforming the entire Shawnee to little 
more than a 54,000-acre tree farm surrounding an 
8,000-acre wilderness area. It's enough to make one 
take seriously Manager Richards' off-color quip about 
turning the forest into the "Shawnee State Desert." 

The fact that Richards is related 
through marriage to one of the com- 
panies that regularly logs the 
Shawnee doesn't help matters. The 
company, S&S Lumber, has cut 
seven timber sales on the Shawnee 
in as many years, and recently 
traded forested land in the Shawnee 
for clearcut land owned by S&S. 

Numerous citizens living near the 
Shawnee recently vocalized their 
concerns at a hearing hosted by the 
Ohio Department of Natural Re- 
sources. Rhonda Blake from West 
Portsmouth confronted the Divi- 
sion saying, "You guys are cutting it 
faster than it can grow back. I want 
to see mature trees, not saplings." 

Another citizen at the hearing be- 


rated the Division for its clearcutting practices. "After 
clearcutting we have silting and runoff and those lakes 
out there are continuously filled with silt and dirt," 
said Bert Crothers of Portsmouth. 

What you can do: Contact Senator Shoemaker at 
Statehouse, Columbus, OH 43215; (614) 466-8156 
or any State Representative at 77 South High St., 
Columbus, OH 43266; (614) 466-2124. Demand an 
end to logging on the Shawnee State Forest and the 
replacement of Stan Richards! For more informa- 
tion contact the Buckeye Forest Council, POB 99, 
Athens, OH 45701-0099; (614) 594-6400; 
buckeye@envirolink.org. 



Shawnee State Forest managers in Ohio practice “natural regeneration. " 


Feds Spare What's Left of China Left 

by Steve Marsden 

The surviving five units of the China Left timber sale will not be logged. Siskiyou National Forest 
Supervisor Mike Lunn wrote a letter to Forest Service Chief Mike Dombeck asking that the last 14 percent 
of the timber sale be canceled. The purchaser, Rough & Ready Timber, has agreed to be reimbursed for the 
remaining forest (some two million board feet). 

The "units" of ancient forest range in size from six to 21 acres and are located on steep slopes in the Sucker 
Creek watershed, a key watershed for the restoration of salmon. Even so, the Siskiyou National Forest 
scheduled the area for clearcutting under a 1989 appropriations rider that exempted logging in the 
Northwest from environmental laws. The sale was withdrawn by the Forest Service in 1993 because they 
judged "the impact from the sale on critical habitat to be unacceptable, and the sale could not be easily 
modified to eliminate the negative impacts." 

That changed under the Salvage Rider, and logging began in 1996. Since then, dozens of brave folks have 
slowed the logging by placing their bodies between the chainsaws and the trees. In addition, hundreds of 
others phoned, sent letters and signed petitions calling for the sale to be stopped. 

On April 24, 1997, the National Marine Fisheries Service proposed protection for the Coho salmon. The 
Forest Service, however, allowed road work to repair logging roads damaged by the combination of 
clearcuts and winter storms. Some of the road failures were dramatic, with huge sections becoming flows 
of mud, debris and large trees. Deep Creek, a tributary of the Left Fork, was scoured to bedrock for hundreds 
of yards. Limestone Creek jumped its course and flowed down the road. Brush Creek blasted through the 
road, destroying streamside habitat and dumping sediment into Sucker Creek, one of the best remaining 
Coho spawning areas in the Siskiyou. 

On June 4, 1997, the southern Oregon Coho salmon was formally protected under the Endangered 
Species Act and listed as threatened. Then the National Marine Fisheries Service began a review of the 
timber sale. The decision to cancel the sale, though tardy, is still to be commended. Our hope is that the 
decision to protect this forest will mark the end of commercial logging for all wild forest reserves in the 
Siskiyous. To all of you Siskiyou forest defenders, go to the forest, the best thanks is there. 

Dozens of activists were busted defending Sucker Creek. The Siskiyou Forest Defenders are making a financial 
plea for campaign expenses and legal expenses. The China Left video "Let This Be A Call to Action" is available 
now for a $10 donation. Contact Kalmiopsis EF!, POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523; (541) 592-3386. 

Tex as Logging Showdown! 


by Ayelet Hines 

Much of Texas is covered with trees and shrubs a 
short dog wouldn't bother lifting its leg on. Con- 
trary to popular belief, there are even some trees in 
Texas wider than a shotgun barrel, many of which 
are found in the Davy Crockett, Angelina, Sam 
Houston and Sabine National Forests in the eastern 
part of the state. 

In late August, Federal District Judge Richard Schell 
ruled on a lawsuit filed by the Sierra Club, The 
Wilderness Society and the Texas Committee on 
Natural Resources, that claimed the US Forest Service 
violated the National Forest Management Act by 
failing to keep track of wildlife and maintain diver- 
sity in the woods . The trial confirmed that clearcutting 
and other logging methods were seriously damaging 


watersheds, causing erosion, disrupting water runoff 
and backing up waterways with silt and sediment. 
With his ruling, Schell halted all logging in the 
national forests in Texas. 

This was the first-ever court trial under the Na- 
tional Forest Management Act in which a federal 
judge took testimony of on-the-ground observations 
of violations, rather than just looking at whether the 
planning process considered those protections. 

Before you dance in the streets, be warned: The 
injunction includes an exception for logging in the 
name of forest health, fire protection and disease 
control. Never sleep with your mouth open next to 
the US Forest Service if you've got gold teeth, I 
always say. The injunction is a triumph for the 
handful of environmentalists in Texas, but the 
celebration of an all-out victory may be premature 


Logging Suspended 
in the Wayne! 

by Jason Tockman 

A precedent-setting challenge to logging in an 
Ohio National Forest is now headed to the US 
Supreme Court for review. Logging on the Wayne 
National Forest was indefinitely halted this July as 
a result of a decision by the 6th Circuit Court of 
Appeals in January suspending the Wayne's Forest 
Plan for bias towards logging. "Rather than being a 
process which determines how the national forests 
can meet the needs of the American people, forest 
planning, as practiced by the Forest Service, is a 
political process replete with opportunities for 
abuse," the court wrote. The Appeals Court also said 
the Forest Service discounted the forest's recre- 
ational value and relied heavily on clearcutting. 

In response to the court decision, the environ- 
mental community is developing an Alternative 
Forest Plan, that will focus on principles of ecologi- 
cal restoration, job creation, public use and 
bioregional planning. 

On Oct. 20, however, the US Supreme Court 
agreed to hear the Ohio Forestry Association's 
argument that the;, challenge to the Wayne Na- 
tional Forest management plan was premature. 
The 10-year plan for the Wayne National Forest, 
approved in 1988, designates 126,107 of the 176,787 
federally-owned acres as suitable for timber pro- 
duction. Clearcutting is allowed on four-fifths of 
those acres. The Sierra Club and the Citizens Coun- 
cil on Conservation and Environmental Control 
filed suit against the Forest Service in 1992 to stop 
the plan. 

In their appeal to the Supreme Court, the Ohio 
Forestry Association claims environmental groups 
should not be allowed to sue unless they challenge 
a specific project and that the Wayne Forest Plan 
complied with Congress' intent to allow timber 
production as a primary use of national forests. 
Justice Department lawyers, representing the Forest 
Service, say the lower court ruling was wrong, but 
urge the justices to deny review. The Forest Service 
already plans to amend the Wayne Forest Plan, and 
it also is reviewing its overall forest planning pro- 
cess, government lawyers say. 

For more information, contact the Buckeye Forest 
Council, POB 99, Athens, OH 45701; (614) 594- 
6400; bfc@frognet.net; or Gerran Tarr at (614) 592- 
3968. 
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Blockade in Virginia for the Heart of Hematite 


by Sherman Bamford and Jason Halbert 

The first blockade in the George Washington 
National Forest's history halted log trucks for over 
12 hours. On July 21, 1997, a group of activists 
stopped the cutting of the Hematite timber sale. 
Two men, aided by supporters from Appalachia and 
beyond, laid down at a narrow point in Forest 
Service Road 277. Each activist secured an arm in a 
30-inch steel pipe cemented and buried in the road. 

The protest followed the denial of a lawsuit brought 
against the Forest Service charging that the two sales 
on Peters Mountain near Hematite, Virginia violated 
the spirit and intent of federal environmental law. 

In 1994, the Virginia Natural Heritage Program 
began a cooperative study with the US Forest Service 
on Peters Mountain. The Natural Heritage Program 
announced the discovery of a 3,600-acre old-growth 
tract, "one of the largest known occurrences of Appa- 
lachian oak forest in old-growth condition in Vir- 
ginia and perhaps all of the central Appalachians." 

A large portion of the tract contains representa- 
tive trees 200 to 300 plus years old. According to the 
Heritage PrdgTam, the field-verified age of domi- 
nant trees was often much older than Forest Service 
data show, sometimes by 100 years or more. By 
contrast the Forest Service claimed there was no old 
growth in the sale at all. 

Activists from the Shenandoah Ecosystems De- 
fense Group (SEDG), Preserve Appalachian Wilder- 
ness and Virginians for Wilderness had drawn atten- 
tion to Hematite and its old-growth characteristics 
for months before the cutting began. Only after the 
judge's ruling did activists decide that civil disobedi- 
ence was in order. Representatives from several groups, 
including Katuah Earth First!, Heartwood, Central 
Appalachian Biodiversity Project and the Native For- 
est Network, were all involved in the road blockade. 

"While this may be old hat for the Pacific North- 
west, this is the first ever road blockade, or any civil 
disobedience for that matter, in defense of forests in 
Virginia," stated Christina Wulf of SEDG. "We did 
not want these forests to fall without a fight, with- 
out witness to their importance." 

Hematite, named for the reddish iron ore found in 
the area, is in Alleghany County, Virginia, near the 
northern end of 45-mile-long Peters Mountain. 
Creeks plunge off the mountain in three directions, 
forming the wild trout streams of Snake Run, Crow 
Run and Cast Steel Creek. On the opposite face from 
this timber sale is the federally endangered boreal 
relict Northeast bulrush. Across the mountain there 
are beautiful cove hardwood forests, hemlock for- 
ests, huge ravines lined with old-growth chestnut 
oaks, red oaks, tulip trees and black gums, and some 
drier forests. Climb to the top and you reach scree 
slopes and gnarled ridge-top forests of the kind 
rarely encountered in the East. 

Hematite is more than old-growth forests. The 
wild trout streams offer anglers a challenge, and an 


uncompleted section of the Allegheny Trail will 
ascend the mountain near Hematite. This long- 
distance hiking trail will, when completed, run 
through Virginia and West Virginia to the Pennsyl- 
vania line. These are the real assets of Hematite. But 
these resources pale in the minds of foresters bent 
on logging, even if that means losing places like 
Hematite forever. 

Georgia-Pacific purchased this sale (3.1 million 
board feet for $346,000) and will bid on the other 
half, containing more old growth, later this year. 
Georgia-Pacific's net income for 1996 was $156 
million, and in 1995 its profits hit an all-time record 
of $1.02 billion. Georgia-Pacific also owns over 
100,000 acres of forest land in Virginia and over six 
million acres in the US and Canada. 

Clearly Georgia-Pacific is not dependent on public 
lands for its record profits. Only five percent of its 
overall raw wood comes from public land. Still Geor- 
gia-Pacific demands this taxpayer subsidy and has 
contributed over $150,000 to Congress since 1990. 
This is where the loggers and the environmentalists 
agree; "the rich get richer while the poor stay poor." 

The day of the protest, Logger David Charles 
complained that only huge corporations can afford 
to bid on sales of this size and amount. Still the 
wedge of jobs versus the environment could not be 
removed. After 12 painful hours, Tray Biasiolli and 
Jason Halbert detached themselves from the buried 
devices, proclaiming a successful action. The men 
were promptly arrested and taken to the Roanoke 
City Jail where they spent the night. 

The two forest activists were later found guilty on 
one of three federal misdemeanor charges in rela- 
tion to their July 21 road blockade at the Hematite. 
They had faced maximum penalties of 1 8 months in 
j ail and $ 1 5,000 in fines but each received a $ 50 fine 
and were set free. "I think the Judge was sympa- 
thetic to our cause," said Biasiolli. "We had to do 
this. Civil disobedience was the only means left to 
stop the destruction of this priceless piece of our 
natural heritage." 



Tree huggin' in ol' Virginny 



Old-growth chestnut oak threatened in Virginia 


Clearly the Forest Service is engaged in a public 
relations campaign to halt any public sentiment 
against logging. Although over 400 acres of the area 
has been logged over the past 20 years, the Forest 
Service decided to log 187 additional acres in this 
priceless area. Eighty-five percent of the trees in the 
selected stands are being removed. But what is most 
dangerous about the sale is the 2.8 miles of perma- 
nent roads, skid roads and temporary roads. This 
network will guarantee future timber sales in the 
heart of the old-growth area. The Forest Service has 
already begun studying a land swap with yet an- 
other multinational, Westvaco Corp., that would 
trade away some old growth just beyond this sale. 

Despite the outrage and overwhelming public 
sentiment to spare this area, the Forest Service rolls 
on. As Halbert said, "This battle is not over, as the 
appeal of the District Court's decision in Krichbaum 
vs US Forest Service has been filed in the 4th Circuit 
Court in Richmond. We will appeal all the way to 
the Supreme Court if we have to. And with new 
legislation in Congress, like the National Forest 
Restoration and Protection Act, the end of subsi- 
dized, socialized logging on public land for private 
profit is near." 

For more info contact the Shenandoah Ecosys- 
tems Defense Group at POB 1891, Charlottesville, 
VA 22903; (804) 971-1553; e-mail: jhalbert@igc.org; 
or Preserve Appalachian Wilderness SW Virginia, 
POB 13192, Roanoke, VA 24031; (540) 982-0492. 


VioUiNCE iN tIie Forest at DilloN CreeIe 

On October 23, during a protest on Sidewinder Road in the Klamath National 
Forest, an activist was run over by a log truck. Weston Reed was blockading the 
controversial Outside timber sale 20 miles south of Happy Camp, California. 
The violence against the forest near Dillon Creek has been equally severe. 

"The truck was stopped in the road and I was in front of it, yelling at the driver 
not to move, that I was under his tire," Weston stated. The truck jerked forward 
and both Weston's feet were crushed and broken. There is an investigation 
being carried out by the Siskiyou County Sheriff's Department. 

In response to the violence in the forest, Dillon Creek Defenders blockaded 
the entrance to the Forest Service headquarters in Yreka. In the early morning 
of October 24, two activists locked themselves to a fifty-five gallon barrel full 
of concrete in the entrance to the office. 

This endangered ecosystem, home to the ancient sugar pine, Port Orford cedar, 
Coho and steelhead trout (about 15 percent of all steelhead in California spawn 
here) has been a focal point of resistance since day one of the plan to salvage-log 
67 units of burnt and intact old-growth forest, all in the name of forest health and 
fuels reduction under the Salvage Rider. The Outside timber sale was the last 
salvage sale to be approved on December 31, 1996, the Rider's deadline. 

Dillon Creek, a majestic tributary of the Klamath River, lies in the heart of the 
Klamath National Forest of northern California. Some 23,000 acres in this 
watershed were intentionally charred in an effort to stop a wildfire, employing 
the infamous practice of "backburning." One lifetime local hit it right saying, 
"The Forest Service used to log then burn, now they burn then log." 


Occupation of Forest Service road 15N19, the only artery leading to the 
north units, was the first step in the battle to preserve this high-elevation 
forest. The beautiful highlands and crystal clear creeks are sacred to both the 
Kurok and the Yurok tribes, so they came together with locals and Earth 
Firstlers to protest roadbuilding at Dillon Creek. The campaign has been going 
strong since early summer. 

During the wee hours of one such day, a motorless VW bus was stationed at the 
base of Sidewinder Road, the main haul road to and from the south units of the 
sale. The jalopy was people-powered by two individuals locked to the rear axle in 
the engine compartment. The rig didn't budge and neither did the timber workers 
or log truck drivers. As dawn cracked, the first Freddie came upon six stalled log 
trucks, four worker pickups, a van painted with colorful anti-Forest Service 
slogans and 20 forest defenders with arms linked across the road, ensuring a day 
off for everyone. It was a quiet day at the Outside timber sale. 

When the disgruntled truck drivers and workers headed home for the day, eight 
Freddies and 20 uncompromising riff-raffers were left discussing the issues, 
creating a deceptively peaceful atmosphere. Eventually the activists unlocked, 
received a round of $50 citations, handed over the lockboxes and were released. 

Fortunately, the forest defenders were undaunted in their resistance. Slash piles 
and night elves greeted trucks at 4:45 a.m. the next day on Sidewinder Road. 
Although a tripod was eventually cut down, the trees that day were not. 

The logging season is nearing an end in the Klamath highlands and many of the 
units remain untouched. The true wildness of northern California is crying for your 
help. The fight to save the Dillon Creek watershed will continue until this lawless 
logging is put to a halt. Any and all help is needed. To find out further information, 
please contact Northcoast EF!, POB 4796, Areata, CA 95518; (707) 825-8911. 
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Canopy Homesteads in Bear Creek 




Tales of a Redwood Squatter 


by Winter 

There is nothing more satisfying to the forest 
activist than to sit and listen to the quiet breeze in 
a place that just minutes before was pierced by the 
wail of a chainsaw. The cam- 
paign to defend Bear Creek be- 
gan with this joy as 30 activists 
bathed in the peace we created 
by cat-and-mousing the lone 
faller out of the woods. 

The trail to the top of Peavine 
Ridge in Humboldt State Park 
(near Scotia, CA) is a four-mile 
hike straight uphill. The ridge 
marks a property line where a 
small grove of protected an- 
cient redwoods stands above a 
canyon. A few weeks ago the 
forest of ancient redwoods and 
firs protected a thriving diver- 
sity of endangered wildlife. In 
a matter of just a few days, this 
paradise was stripped of almost 
all its ancient trees. 

We arrived at the top of the 
logging area just before dawn. 

We sat and listened. Just after 
first light, the rumble of saws 
and 'dozers, so alien to this 
place, began. We ran to the 
sound and arrived just in time 
to watch the first redwood fall. We moved in to 
confront the logger. 

His name was Lorenzo, a Mexican logger from 
Ukiah. He was a gypo (non-union) contractor work- 
ing for Pacific Lumber and was dangerously falling 
solo. He turned off his saw as we approached. Abeia 
and Spring addressed him in Spanish, and a spon- 
taneous conversation took place. He talked to us 
for almost an hour before we convinced him to 
pack it, up for the day. 

We returned to basecamp, giddy with the sense of 
accomplishment. We had stopped logging for the 
day! And we connected in a very human way with 
a logger. It was agreed that Bear Creek was worth our 
best efforts. 

We went back in and scoped a location for a tree 
village. Amidst a magical stand of eight or nine 
towering redwoods and Doug firs, shading immense 
madrones, we decided to make our stand. 

The next night we made a second pilgrimage up 
the ridge with ropes and harnesses. This time we 
had come to stay. 

There are no words to describe the grief I felt that 
night as I made my way over the ridge, onto Pacific 
Lumber land and down into the gulch where we had 
broken bread, hugged our elders and made promises 
to defend our Mother. Where the giants had stood 
a few short hours before, there was a freshly cut skid 
road and stump after stump. The smell of fresh sap 
was so strong it was overpowering. We had made 
Pacific Lumber nervous, so they had worked over- 
time all weekend. 

The next day we followed the sound of saws down 
the hill to Lorenzo. His saw was about two feet into 
an old tree. He was polite, but he had told his boss 
about us. He invited us to the road to talk to the 
foreman, but we declined in favor of hiding in the 
brush with a lockbox. We waited patiently for the 
'dozer to come up the road. 

The 'dozer was driven by a very angry man. As we 
moved into position to lock to it, he announced 
bitterly that they had already been shutdown because 
of us. The 'dozer slowly drove away while we howled 
joyfully. Such a sweet feeling but so short-lived. 

Later that afternoon an activist perched at the top 
of a lookout tree informed us that 15 or so loggers 
had returned to finish up work, with a police escort. 
Because there were only 1 2 of us, all we could do was 
sit, listen and hold back tears. There is nothing more 


frustrating to an activist than to listen helplessly 
to the rumble of death make its way across the land. 
We heard the thunder of trees falling, but we had to 
sit silently. We wondered if there would be any- 
thing left on the next day. 


After the dust settled and the equipment was 
gone, Guano, Screech Owl and Amnesia went to 
work. Guano spurred up a huge redwood while 
Amnesia and Screech girthed and free climbed the 
surrounding trees. At dawn I found myself standing 
beneath four occupied platforms and six trees that 
would otherwise have fallen that day. 

Seven loggers walked up the skid road the next 
morning to cut down those trees, but we stopped 
them. All they could do was chase those of us on the 
ground. They were not of the same breed as our 
friend Lorenzo and thought nothing of cutting trees 
almost right on top of us. Only after the lead faller, 
visibly shaken by our presence, miscut a tree that 
fell backwards and nearly killed him and three 
of us, did they grudgingly move on. We gave 
them a howl they will never forget, and our 
friends in the trees howled back. 

Without enough people to play cat and 
mouse, we spent the rest of that week in 
agony, listening to the trees fall. We locked 
down to their equipment twice and built 
slash blockades every night. Our numbers 
began to dwindle as some of us were arrested. 

By the end of the weekend, we barely had 
enough people to support the village. 

Every day I wandered those hillsides, watch- 
ing the devastation grow. I felt the rage inside 
me grow also. One day, I bushwhacked to 
where the equipment was parked and found 
that they had moved in a security trailer. One 
drunken logger was sitting by a fire barrel, 
barking that he would kill us all, and occa- 
sionally shooting his rifle into the air. 

I hid there for a long time listening to him 
rant about killing Earth Firstlers and talking 
about how he had been killing ancient red- 
woods for 45 years. Finally, I called out to him 
and asked if he had saved anything for his 
children to cut. 

Instead of grabbing his gun or charging up 
the hill after me, he beckoned and pleaded 
for me to come down to the road to talk. I 
was, of course, very skeptical, but after 30 
minutes, I cautiously crept down out of the 
bushes to warm myself by his fire. 

I sat there in the rain with that old logger, 
drinking his cheap schnapps and listening to his 
sermon about how the forest would keep grow- 


ing. He told me he had been cutting for 45 years. 

"It's always growing," he kept saying "even when 
you're sleepin'." 

After an hour, a pickup pulled up with two 
young workers. I almost ran off, but he asked me 
not to. He promised he'd "tell 'em not to kick 
some ass." I trusted the crazy old man. They 
climbed out of the truck ready to jump on me, but 
when he told them to leave meal one, they grabbed 
a couple of beers instead. There we 
were: me and three loggers, sharing a 
fire and a drink out on a Pacific Lum- 
ber haul road! 

I stood out there for another hour 
with those boys, drinking, smoking 
and making jokes. It's safe to say that 
we agreed on nothing except that 
Maxxam sucks. Workers don't like fat 
cats in Houston profiteering any more 
than I do. But if you're a gypo in 
Humboldt County, you work for 
Charlie Hurwitz or almost not at all. 

We achieved some kind of strange 
truce. I promised not to mess with 
their personal equipment, and they 
assured me they'd take it easy on my 
friends if any got caught in the woods. 

We were talking about peace, about 
how we're all trying to survive, when 
the sun broke through the fog; a huge 
rainbow fell out of the sky above us. 

I cried all the way back up the hill. 
When I got to camp, I was startled to see 
that I was wearing lock down chains! 

Even though the forest I lived in and 
loved was obliterated, I left Bear Creek 
for the last time that night feeling strangely exuber- 
ant. Some new faith was born in me, and I regained 
power to continue doing this work. 

I know 1 can never go back to Bear Creek, but I also 
know that part of me will always be out there 
wandering among those stumps, desperate and knee 
deep in the muck. 

As of press time, the tree village is still standing. We 
survived the first assault by Pacific Lumber's infa- 
mous "climber Dan," though we lost three platforms 
and two trees to his skilled knife. 

Seventeen people have been arrested in the de- 
fense of Bear Creek. Our unified prayer will always 
be this: May not one more ancient tree fall! 


A tree sitter crosses a traverse line to a platform. 
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HeacI waters Continues... 


continued from the front page 

Hurwitz and Feinstein reportedly spent 48 hours in 
a hotel room in San Francisco negotiating the deal. 
Perhaps after that experience they won't mind being 
cell mates in a federal pen after the Revolution. 

As evil as the Headwaters deal looks on the 
surface, there is an even greater disaster 
lurking in the fine print. Under the agree- 
ment, Charles Hurwitz and Pacific Lum- 
ber would be granted an incidental take 
permit to "take" endangered species 
through a federally-approved Habitat 
Conservation Plan (HCP). These permits 
are essentially "kill an endangered spe- 
cies free" cards for corporations. 

Like all of the HCPs approved through 
the Clinton administration, Hurwitz's pro- 
posed HCP will result in the loss of endan- 
gered species habitat. It calls for eliminat- 
ing all of the 6,500 acres of old -growth 
forest outside the deal boundaries over 
the next 15 years! 

This document spells certain death for 
Owl Creek, a 450-acre grove currently pro- 
tected by the Federal 9th Circuit Court of 
Appeals and the site of last year's 19-day 
tree village. This deal says syanora to All 
Species Grove which, despite being salvage 
logged of downed wood last year, still has 
the greatest diversity of tree species left in 
Headwaters. Don't forget to pay your re- 
spects to Allen Creek, and kiss goodbye to 
Shaw Creek also. 

The Earth First! Headwaters basecamp 
opened a week before the September 14 
rally, bursting with backwoods energy and 
activists ready to defend the entire 60,000- 
acre Headwaters forest. Our primary con- 
cern was making adequate preparations to 
defend the forests within the ten new Tim- 
ber Harvest Plans (THPs) that PL filed. 
Clearcuts totaling 1,243 acres of residual 
old-growth forests were on the brink of 
approval by the California Department of 
Forestry (CDF). 

A "residual" old-growth forest is a 
stand of ancient trees that has been selec- 
tively logged but not clearcut. This wide 
definition encompasses everything from a heavily- 
cut shelterwood stand with 15 percent canopy re- 
maining, to a lightly touched, virtually intact stand 
of perhaps 85 percent canopy retention. Most of the 
residual ancient forest that remains is excellent 
wildlife habitat, and much of it is in the vital 
riparian spawning areas for the Coho salmon. 

Activists worked in earnest to fortify the woods, 
hauling in supplies and gear for blockades and 
tree villages. We are shocked that (as of press 
time) the California Department of Forestry has 
yet to approve any of the ten new THPs within the 
60,00 acres. 

Is our dogged vigilance and grassroots support 
affecting the CDF decision makers? Yeah, right. We 
know they're just taking extra time to prepare for 
our lawsuit. 

Logging in the residual ancient forests of Bear 
Creek, Jordan Creek, Freshwater and Stafford con- 
tinues unabated. There are nine activists living high 
up the canopy of old trees in two separate tree- 
villages. Earth First! has expanded our message to 
say, "No deal! Not one more ancient tree!" 

Here's the fall 1997 Headwaters action chronology: 
• Aug. 22, activists locked down to the gate at 
Fischer road, PL's main entrance to Headwaters. 
Activists blocked the road with a "living-room" 
guerrilla-theater action, complete with a couch, 
coffee table and smashed TV. Activists covered them- 
selves in mud to spotlight the local town of Stafford, 
which experienced a mudslide from a PL clearcut. 
Three activists were busted. 

• Sept. 1 4, third annual rally for Headwaters. Despite 
overwhelming law enforcement response, 7, 000 people 
attended, some of whom helped sandbag homes at 
the Stafford mudslide site. Two arrests were made. 


• Sept. 15, four hundred people rallied at the 
California Department of Forestry Region 1 head- 
quarters in Fortuna and marched to Newburg gate, 
another entrance to Headwaters. Activists de- 
manded access to the forest but were denied; 45 
arrests were made. 

• Sept. 19, Fischer gate lockdown. Twenty activists 



tear gas and gas masks 
at Newberg gate on September 1 5 


linked together in a web of concrete and steel 
"superboxes" to block truck access to one of PL's 
main haul roads. The gate was held all morning until 
activists were removed with diamond-bladed saws, 
jackhammers and pain compliance holds. Thirty-six 
people were busted for "unlawful assembly." 

• Sept. 25, Earth First! took over PL headquarters in 
Scotia. Seven brave activists entered the corporate 


offices and gained access to a lobby. Activists formed 
a "daisy chain" of lockdowns in the lobby while 
others occupied the roof displaying banners. Chemi- 
cal agents were dabbed on huge Q-tips and then 
swabbed in the eyes and on the faces of activists. Nine 
people were jailed. 

• Sept. 26, thirty activists occupied the Bear Creek 
watershed and halted the falling of ancient trees all 
day; no arrests were made. 

• Sept. 29, Another Bear Creek "cat and mouse" 
occupation successfully halted logging. 

• Oct. 3-6, Art and Revolution Convergence! Art- 
ists, dancers and puppet makers descended on 
Humboldt County for this annual festival. On Oct. 
6, 300 activists took to the streets of Eureka with 
giant puppets, dancers, clowns and guerrilla the- 
ater. The celebration spilled over into one lane of 
traffic and culminated with performances at the 
courthouse. Many of the skits focused on worker/ 
activist unity against Maxxam. The march was later 
charged by Eureka police officers on horseback who 
assaulted and carried off an innocent clown. Two 
arrested for dancing. 

• Oct. 10, two activists locked down to a tripod at 
Wrigley gate, the North Fork of the Elk River. Just 
days before Earth First! hikers discovered the cutting 
of 10-foot-diameter redwoods in the North Fork. 

• Oct. 17, activists begin to occupy a 14-foot- 
diameter redwood tree in PL's old-growth THP above 
the basecamp and the town of Stafford. There are 
currently five activists living in this and other nearby 
trees, even as the forest falls around them. 

• Oct. 23, seven forest defenders busted at the 
gates to the Stafford Timber Harvest Plan. Activists 
erected the first ever bi-pods in Headwaters. The 
blockade lasted an impressive 30 hours. 

asecamp is going strong in Stafford, and 
1 actions will continue until at least Novem- 
ber 15. Come join us! We are located right 
off Highway 101, just a few miles south of Scotia, in 
Humboldt County. We are offering nonviolence 
trainings and actions, deepwoods trainings and 
hikes, and climbing trainings and tree-sits! We have 
a full-service vegan kitchen provided by the East Bay 
Food Not Bombs and the basecamp kitchen collec- 
tive. Bring enough gear to be self-sufficient and try 
to get equipment donated for the deepwoods crew 
as well. We are in need of everything. 

Join us in this struggle, and see Headwaters while 
you still can. Contact the Earth First! basecamp at 
(707) 764-5757, (707) 764-5711 or Northcoast Earth 
First!, POB 4796, Areata, CA 95518; (707) 825-8911; 
www.envirolink.org/orgs/headwaters, then 
smash your computer! 


B 


Did Your Mainstream Press Cover HeacIwaters? 


Minnesota AcrivisTS Fiqhi MecHa BIacI<out 


by Wild Willy 

On September 15, 1996, 1,033 people were 
arrested for crossing a line onto Pacific Lumber 
property to call attention to the wanton de- 
struction of the largest unprotected redwood 
forest in the world. The largest single act of 
civil disobedience in defense of forests didn't 
even make the news in Minnesota. The folks at 
Big Woods Earth First! decided that on Septem- 
ber 15, 1997, they would. 

At 5 a.m., a squad of activists rendezvoused at 
the predetermined site, a mostly-deserted 
McDonald's parking lot. They were all there, tired 
but awake, and ready for action. The plan had 
been in the works for months, but most of the 
pieces came together late the night before, leaving 
our would-be heroes dazed and weary. They 
wanted to shut down the Midwest's largest dis- 
tributor of old-growth redwood, Canton Lumber of 
Minnesota. 

The reconnaissance scout had informed every- 
one that all three gates were not closed, as had 
been anticipated. In fact, one of the gates was 
wide open with a pickup truck parked danger- 
ously close to the opening. Three lockees and 


their support folks were to deploy from an old 
Volvo station wagon (though getting them all 
in was quite a challenge). The team left for the 
staging area with the video and banner teams 
following close behind. 

At 5:45 a.m. the real fun began. The action 
team followed the plan precisely, going first to 
the back gate, then to the two front entrances. 
Like clockwork, the crew closed in upon the 
sleeping giant (at night the mill yard is run 
with a skeleton crew). 

As if rehearsed a thousand times, the teams 
went into action. Within 30 seconds all three 
gates were locked down, tight as a drum. By 
the time the sleepy workers and the dis- 
gruntled truck drivers knew what was going 
on, the morning's entertainment had been 
delivered. There was to be no business as usual 
on this Monday morning! 

After two hours, two broken bolt cutters, a 
busted jaws-of-life and three dismantled gates, 
the activists were taken off to jail. Guess what? 

On September 15, 1997, the plight of the 
redwoods made the news in Minnesota. 

To get involved with ongoing campaigns, 
contact Big Woods EF! at POB 580936, Minne- 
apolis, MN, 55458-0936; (612) 362-3378; 
earthfirst@juno.com. 
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Anchored Down in Anchorage 


BY SOREN WUERTH 

As far as I could tell, straining to turn my head as far as 
the U-lock would allow, Dave Allen looked nervous. Here 
were six activists locked back to back in a "daisy chain" 
at the US Fish & Wildlife Service (FWS) headquarters in 
Anchorage, howling, chanting and eating pizza. 

Besides the uncomfortable anticipation of a whole lot 
of bad PR, Allen, the FWS' top cheese in Alaska, now had 
to deal with a couple of persistent critics. Activists began 
spouting statistics about wolves and goshawks in the 
Tongass and elaborating on the agency's chronic refusal 
to list endangered species all over the nation. 

"Why is it every time there is a decision whether to list 
an endangered species, it takes a court order to get the 
FWS to comply?" asked Kieran Suckling, the executive 
director of the Southwest Center for Biological Diversity. 

Allen stammered something about his agency's noble 
record of listing endangered animals across the United States and 
bringing many back from the brink of extinction. "Why even here 
in Alaska, we've listed the um, ah, Stellar sea lion... and... what's that 
other one? The curlew?" 

We hardly expected Allen to rattle off the state's endangered 
species, when it's obvious he knows so little about the Alexander 
Archipelago wolf and the Queen Charlotte goshawk. Federal biolo- 
gists estimate there are between 750 and 1,500 wolves left in 
Southeast Alaska. The Alexander Archipelago wolf is a distinct 
subspecies of wolves that once roamed the entire Pacific Northwest. 
The Queen Charlotte goshawk, one of three subspecies in North 
America, is secretive and its population hard to determine. With 
population estimates ranging from 100 to 800 birds, Allen agreed 
that he made his decision not to list the goshawk and wolf as on a 
significant degree of scientific uncertainty. 

Petitions to list the old-growth dependent animals were filed five 
years ago; listing would require more intensive management of 
logging and roadbuilding. Early on, the FWS found that "substantial 
information" existed to warrant listing both species. But, with the 
upcoming revision of the 10-year Tongass Land Management Plan, 
politics interfered, and the agency changed its mind. 

The Southwest Center for Biological Diversity and Sitka environ- 
mentalists won an early court battle in late 1996. The case was 
remanded to Secretary of Inferior, Bruce Babbitt, who was asked to 
reconsider the decision to list and make a decision based on the 



"current forest plan," 
rather than on promises 
made by the Forest Service 
to provide protection in the 
future. 

But after Allen caved into 
politics last August, we went 
| to his front door September 
| 29 wearing Kryptonite neck- 
laces. Before his appearance 
in the ground floor lobby, 
we held a mock trial put- 
ting impersonators of US 
Sen. Frank Murkowski, 
Allen and Gov. Tony 
Knowles on the bench be- 
fore the "big, bad wolf" and 
six sitting jurists. "Guilty!" 
came the pronouncements, 



All ages lockdown in Anchorage USFWS office 


Alexander Archipelago wolf peeking through the trees in Alaska 

followed by howling that echoed throughout the building (and 
later across the state on radio and television networks). 

Meanwhile, a TV reporter interviewed 76-year-old Helen Drury, of 
Sitka, as she sat with her back to the others. "I'm so sick of politics 
wiping (out) the trees, all the beautiful old-growth forests and the 
wildlife in them. I just don't know how a human being cannot do 
something about it," she told nightly news watchers. Supporter Jay 
Stange spoke with a reporter who asked if the protesters would stay 
awhile. "It may be a long time, but we have a resolute group of 
patriots here, and we're committed to being here until the decision 
is reversed." 

At about 3 p.m., two men in gray suits who said they were from 
the "federal protection agency" locked the doors and told us we'd 
be arrested. A public relations professional came over to tell us we 
could leave or be arrested, then an enormous police sergeant 
politely provided a final warning. Outside we saw a Greenpeace 
activist hauled off to a squad car for refusing to leave. 

As we shed our locks in a pile on the floor in exchange for the local 
police department's handcuffs, I noticed that dour-faced,, FWS 
staffers had assembled on the balcony. Their sympathetic lo'ofcs 
probably came from an awareness that the decision by their supe- 
riors to not list the wolf or goshawk was political, inspired by 
intense pressure from the Alaskan congressional delegation, the 
State of Alaska, the Forest Service and the timber industry. They' ' 
likely know that scientific studies conclude that logging on the 
Tongass poses a significant risk to wildlife and old-growth forests; 
that mortality in adult goshawks is already higher than the survival 
rate necessary to avoid extinction (as determined by goshawk 
researchers) and that wolves will go extinct on Prince of Wales 
Island if more logging is allowed in deer habitat and if more roads 
are built. 

They certainly understand that clearcutting old-growth forest is 
still the preferred method of logging in the new Tongass Land 
Management Plan (TLMP) and that the new TLMP allows up to 80 
percent of all logging to be done by clearcutting (which is harmful 
to both the goshawk and the wolf). 

Whether or not FWS staffers have figured out the importance of 
listing these two symbols of Alaska's wildlife and wildlands as 
endangered, one thing is certain... their boss hasn't. 

To apply additional pressure, write Dave Allen, Alaska Regional 
Director of the Fish and Wildlife Services, 1011 Tudor Road, 
Anchorage, AK 99503. 

For more information on endangered species, contact the South- 
west Center for Biological Diversity, POB 710, Tucson, AZ 85702- 
0710; (520) 623-5252; e-mail: ksuckling@sw-center.org. 


Activists Deliver Message from the Rainforest 


EarthCulture, a rainforest action group from Greensboro, North 
Carolina, visited the furniture industry's largest user of mahogany, 
Lexington Furniture Industries, to convince them to stop using rainforest 
wood. The activists entered Lexington's headquarters on October 10 to 
deliver a black coffin which symbolized the indigenous peoples perse- 
cuted in the name of tropical timber operations. They gave Lexington's 
president extensive documentation on rainforest logging activities, 
because the company has refused to meet with them in the past. 

The next week, a 15-foot chair was erected and splattered with blood 
in front of the International Home Furnishings Center in High Point, 
North Carolina during the 70,000-person High Point International 
Furniture Market. A banner hung atop the chair which read, "Buying 
Rainforest Woods Kills Native Peoples." About 30 protesters carried 
signs, chanted and acted out a skit with blood splattered furniture 
dealers and slain trees. Simultaneously, a truck covered with banners 
drove through the market center. 

On the next day, nine people were arrested as they staged a "die-in" 
at the front of the market. They were "killed" by a grim reaper 
symbolizing loggers cutting rainforests at any cost. All nine were 
charged with second degree trespassing. 


These demonstrations were a few of the 25 protests EarthCulture lead 
all over the East Coast in October. 

Mahogany removal is perhaps the best example of catastrophic 
rainforest logging. At least eight Brazilian tribes have had people 
murdered at the hands of mahogany loggers in search of the rare tree. 
Logging operations in Guyana, Nicaragua, Belize and throughout Latin 
America are threatening indigenous populations so that North Ameri- 
cans can have luxurious furniture made from rainforest mahogany. 

EarthCulture and the members of the newly-formed Rainforest 
Woods Coalition have organized a boycott to encourage independent 
certification of sustainably harvested rainforest wood. Teak, ramin, 
redwood, mahogany, lauan, meranti, western red cedar, ebony, rose- 
wood and ipe are some of the woods included in the boycott. 

"All over the planet, rainforests are being destroyed and their peoples 
killed, attacked, or displaced for American consumption," said pro- 
tester Kevin Henderson. "A lot of this rainforest wood is ending up at 
North Carolina furniture manufacturers, making them accomplices in 
these crimes." 

For more information, contact EarthCulture at POB 4674, Greens- 
boro, NC 27404; (910) 854-2957; e-mail: earthcul@nr.infi.net. 
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Mead Paper Buys Out Boise in Maine 


Early on the morning of September 15, following 
a regional gathering, 20 activists from the Native 
Forest Network and Earth First! descended upon the 
town of Rumford, Maine, to hang a large banner 
reading, "Mead/Boise: Different Name — Same 
Game." The banner hung off of the main bridge 
through town, which crosses right by the plant and 
offers a magnificent view of mountains upon moun- 
tains of wood chips. Other activists blocked the 
bridge with cones and a "road closed" sign causing 
the befuddled drivers to jam up the traffic. Another 
group took over the roof of a Mead Office and hung 
two banners reading, "Dioxin Kills!" and "Corpo- 
rate Ownership Stinks! Can't You Smell It?" 

Two protesters were charged with criminal tres- 
pass and released on $50 bond, but their charges 
were dropped three weeks later. 

Rumford, Maine is located in a region known as 
"Cancer Valley. " It is notorious for its 1:4 cancer ratio 
among residents. A local doctor is working to prove 
that the high cancer rate is caused by the hulking 
Mead coated-paper plant (formerly owned by Boise 
Cascade). The mill sits in the heart of this small town 
on the Androscoggin River. Anyone driving through 
the town would be hard put to refute the fact that the 
entire town smells like an open sewer. The mill has 
been discharging dioxin for decades into the river 
leaving a legacy of poison that will last for untold 
years to come. 

Mead Paper recently acquired all of Boise Cascade's 
land holdings and mills in the northern Appala- 
chian forest. This means that Mead now controls an 
additional 800,00 acres of forestedland, over 670,000 
acres of which is in Maine. 

As Jamie Sayen of the Northern Appalachian Res- 
toration Project put it, "Mead inherits a terrible 


Ward Valley 
Threatened by 
Cat-Box Technology 


by Daniel Peterson 

As the hot southern deserts cool down for the 
season, the eco-political situation at Ward Valley 
and across the California desert is heating up. In the 
east Mojave at Ward Valley, California's Depart- 
ment of Health (dis)Services is moving to conduct 
more testing to justify a "cat-box" technology, ra- 
dioactive waste dump on this sacred land, adjacent 
to five desert wilderness areas and less than 20 miles 
from the Colorado River. In their proposal, the state 
has identified eight new well sites on undisturbed 
desert habitat. The Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) plans to allow cross-country travel by heavy 
drill rigs through critical habitat designated for the 
threatened desert tortoise. 

The testing could be approved as early as Thanks- 
giving. The Colorado River Native Nations Alliance, 
Ward Valley Coalition, EF!, BAN Waste and others 
have declared that continued desecration of the 
area will not be allowed. When the action goes 
down, we will need all the support we can get — that 
means you! Contact the Needles office and get on 
the Ward Valley Emergency Response Network. 

Responsible low-baggers are encouraged to come 
to Ward Valley (please contact the Needles office in 
advance). Winter is wonderful in the east Mojave: 
dry, sunny and spectacular. There has been an ongo- 
ing activist encampment at Ward Valley for over two 
years. Donations are needed to support the encamp- 
ment, the Needles office and local outreach efforts. 
Items needed include bulk nonperishable food, wa- 
ter containers, cots for elders, tarps, climbing ropes, 
first-aid supplies and two-way radios. If you're com- 
ing to the encampment, come self-sufficient. 

Contact Save Ward Valley/Nobody's Wasteland 
at 107 F St., Needles, CA 92363; (760) 326-6267; 
swvl@ctaz.com; the BAN Waste Coalition at (415) 
868-2146; http://www: banwaste.envirolink.org; 
or Baja Ecotopia EF! at (619) 581-3250; 
sdef@envirolink.org. 


record of environmental abuse from their recent 
acquisition of Boise Cascade's holdings in the north- 
ern Appalachians. Mead, however, is one of the 
most destructive companies, both ecologically and 
democratically. Mead is a leader in clearcutting, 
dioxin dumping and herbicide spraying." 

Mead recently declared that they will convert the 
Maine mill to chlorine-free technology. The de- 
mands of protesters at the action were for "Zero 
Dioxin" discharge. These demands require that: 

• Mead must convert all of its mills to 100 percent 
chlorine-free technology. Mead could become the 
industry leader to push the rest of the Maine paper 
mills in the same direction. 

• Mead also needs to deal with Rumford's dioxin 
legacy: both the massive dioxin contamination of 
the Androscoggin River and the cancer victims of 
the town. 

• Mead must halt the practice of clearcutting, broad- 
cast burning and conifer mono-cropping. Certifiable 
ecological forestry practices should be put into place. 

• Mead needs to halt the practice of spraying herbi- 
cides! Mead has repeatedly sprayed herbicides on its 
clearcuts in order to reduce regeneration of hard- 
woods and so called "competing vegetation." Mead 
sprays over 2,000 acres in Maine and New Hamp- 
shire annually. 

Even though the Environmental Protection Agency 
recommends against the spraying of glyphosate (a 
known carcinogen) and despite an appeal by the 
Northern Appalachian Restoration Project., the New 
Hampshire State Supreme Court is allowing more 
spraying. In agreeing with the State Pesticide Control 
Board, the court acknowledged the right of private 
landowners to contaminate watersheds with cancer- 
causing chemicals in the name of "forestry." 



Office takeover of Mead Paper in Rumford, Maine 


For more information contact the Native Forest 
Network at POB 57 Burlington, VT 05402; (802) 
863-0571; fax 863-2532; nfnena@igc.apc.org or Gulf 
of Maine NFN at nfn@telplus.net 
Anne Petermann and Patrick Oliver contributed to 
this article. 


California Scraps State ESA 


In a move rubber-stamped by envi- 
ronmentalists seeking a "cooperative 
approach," California has scrapped 
its strong endangered species protec- 
tions in favor of a plan that merely 
encourages developers to pay for dam- 
ages caused to wildlife. 

The new approach is contained in 
two bills that received bipartisan sup- 
port, recently signed into law by Gov- 
ernor Pete Wilson. Wilson said the 
legislation struck a "sensible balance" 
between growth and the protection 
of threatened species. Both support- 
ers and opponents said they expect 
that California's action could have 
an impact on competing versions of 
the federal Endangered Species Act now awaiting 
action in Congress. 

A representative of the Planning and Conservation 
League, a so-called environmental organization that 
helped craft the bills, gushed that the bill will usher 
in an era in which "the cooperative approach re- 
places the coercive approach." But according to State 
Senator and long-time activist Tom Hayden, the 
legislation will allow "extinction of the most vulner- 
able species" for minor procedural gains. 

Hayden, chairman of the Senate Natural Resources 
Committee, expressed particular concern about the 
fate of the Chinook salmon, which is near extinc- 
tion in California and endangered in the North- 
west. The threatened Swainson's hawk which has 
been protected by California, but not by the federal 
government, will also suffer from the weakening of 
California's law. 

One of the bills, written by State Senator Patrick 
Johnston (D), legalizes killing endangered species as 
a by-product of development. Backed by the Cali- 
fornia Chamber of Commerce and major oil and 
timber companies, the measure would require only 
that developers make a "proportional" contribu- 
tion for direct damage to wildlife and rare plants. In 
most cases, the compensation would be in the form 
of environmentally valuable lands elsewhere. 

The old law required that opponents of a project 
show that it "would likely jeopardize" a species. The 



new law eliminates the word "likely," creating a 
legal burden that will be difficult for environmental 
lawyers to overcome. The other measure in the 
package removes criminal penalties for farmers who 
kill state-protected species. 

Changing the law became a priority for business 
and agricultural interests this year after a California 
appellate court ruled that the state had exceeded its 
authority in issuing permits for hundreds of proj ects 
of residential, industrial or recreational develop- 
ments that could harm wildlife. The Johnston bill 
will allow completion of most of these projects. 

In recent years, attempts to weaken environmen- 
tal standards were killed in the legislature, but this 
year the environmental community was divided, 
with the Planning and Conservation League and 
the Audubon Society favoring the Johnston bill. 

Though the Sierra Club opposed the Johnston 
bill, Bill Craven, the Club's state president and 
lobbyist in Sacramento, participated in the negotia- 
tions and drafted amendments that he said made it 
more palatable than the original legislation. 

"The key to passage was the cover provided by 
environmental groups that supported the package 
and the vacillation of the Sierra Club lobbyist," said 
Hayden. "These groups wanted to be power brokers, 
but they were outmaneuvered by the extractive 
industries. They need to go to a tougher negotiation 
school." 
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by Scott Schroeder 


I n July, the Quincy Library Group Forest Restor- 
ration and Economic Stability Act (H.R. 858) 
was introduced into the US House of Repre- 
sentatives. The plan is a management agreement 
reached between local government officials and the 
Sierra Pacific timber company of Redding, Califor- 
nia. It mandates increased levels of logging in the 
Plumas and Lassen National Forests and one district 
of the Tahoe National Forest. In a remarkably inad- 
equate amount of time, three days, the House passed 
the bill by a margin of 429-1. Without hesitation, 
public officials took the opportunity to advertise 
the act as an astonishing new precedent for collabo- 
ration between environmentalists and resource ex- 
traction industries; cheerful speeches were made. 


^ _ ’ ‘ c canopy cover by 30 to 40 per- 
* cent, increasing sunlight in 

Vrt -n ^ the stands, promoting the 

growt , h of woody brush 
pKf) ground vegetation and signifi- 
cantly boosting the risk of 
stand-replacement fire. 

— Altering the landscape com- 
I position of the Sierra Nevada 
jp. Jjraf may have effects even more far- 
ranging than in most places. 
With relatively arid conditions, 
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unusually opportunistic exotic veg- 
station, the forest structure and na- 
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* before being subjected to industrial for- 
estry. Road proximity, edge effects and frag- 
mentation are all more pronounced in the Sierras. 
The greater the disturbance (i.e. logging), the more 
likely it is that shrub-like vegetation and invasion by 
exotics will give way to crown fire. 
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during restoration projects, removing excessive fuels 
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munities to return after logging. - 
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jobs in the region than the logging would. In very little 
time, the necessary expenses would literally outweigh 
the net revenue generated from the timber. 

Even setting aside the notion of such an absurd 
management scheme, the sheer volume of wood to 
be removed should be scrutinized. At 60,000 acres a 
year, the five-year pilot project period will log 
300,000 acres. It will take exactly 45.3 years before 
every designated wilderness, riparian reserve and 
critical habitat unit in all of the 2.5-million acres has 
been logged to ensure that it doesn't burn down. 

For years, timber cutting levels on federal lands 
have been falling drastically. What the Quincy pro- 
posal would do, essentially, is return the annual 
timber cut to wildly unsustainable levels. The most 
alarming aspect of the QLG bill is the sweeping 
approval it received from Congress. Representatives 
were entirely willing to set aside science and reason- 
able economics to pass legislation, so long as the plan 
purported to be an agreement between environmen- 
talists and resource extraction industries. This bill is 
winning support regardless of the lack of regional 
collaboration throughout the plan's development 
and regardless of the objection of virtually every 
major environmental group in the country. 

The Quincy proposal is such a bad idea that even the 


%e Quincy Library Group is not the Forest 
Service and is under no obligation to inform 
the public of its activities." 

-Michael De Lasaux, QLG Steering Committee 


Vocal proponents of the bill quickly argued that 
the whole scope of forest management and legisla- 
tion would change to reflect the significance of this 
event. Activists on the national circuit scrambled to 
figure out what to do; heated debates between mem- 
bers of environmental groups ensued. Everyone inter- 
preted the event differently, and the issues of "re- 
gional consensus" and rural community control of 
federal land management became some of the most 
imminent concerns within the forest movement. 

How was it then that after years of involvement in 
the northern Sierra environmental community I 
had never even heard of the Quincy Library Group? 

Nowhere in the continental United States is so 
remote and unpopulated that 25 people could rea- 
sonably be said to represent all the significant inter- 
ests of the communities around 2.5-million acres 


well as the forest composition ef- ________ 

fects associated with ground fires 
and fire suppression, and I do not recall anyone ever 
suggesting that the removal of canopy cover would 
reduce the occurrence of high-intensity fires! 

The forests of the Sierra Nevada, which typically 
experience fires every six to 22 years (the fire-return 
interval), have been drastically altered by the effects 
of long-term fire suppression. Fires with a 100-per- 
cent mortality rate for mature trees are far more likely 
now than they were 100 years ago; ground fires are 
relatively unlikely. The presence of exactly this kind 
of logging, whether under previous kinds of harvest 
or as "Defensible Fuel Profile Zones," has played no 
small role in increasing the chance of crown fires. 

For these fuel breaks to remain viable, they would 


most uniformly "moderate" of environmental groups, 
like the National Audubon Society, have publicly 
opposed it. If politicians are willing to look with such 
favor on a plan, despite its utter incongruence with 
everything it purports to accomplish, there's no rea- 
son to assume they won't do so again. The Western 
Ancient Forest Campaign testified to Congress that 
two other such plans have come to their attention 
since H.R. 858 was introduced. There's little reason to 
assume a central Idaho or southwestern Oregon ver- 
sion of the QLG bill won't come up soon. 

The danger of this proposal should not be under- 
stated. It essentially allows federal forest management 
by whatever small group of people decides to call itself 

a collaborative ef- 


of federal land, and the northern Sierra is no 
exception. I spoke with Michael De Lasaux of 
the Quincy Library Group (QLG) steering com- 
mittee about a month after the legislation was 
introduced, and he put it into terms perhaps 
least likely to be misinterpreted: "The Quincy 
Library Group is not the Forest Service and is 
technically under no obligation to inform the 
public of its activities." The group advertised 
their "unique, regional" character and gained 
national support, but neglected to actually travel 
to the different communities and inform envi- 
ronmental groups and community forums that 
any such regional approach was happening. 

For the most part, people who usually have a 
significant interest in public lands management 
in the area had simply never heard of the Quincy 
Library Group, and if they had, they had no idea 
that the proposal would become legislation. 
When national environmental groups objected 
to the plan, QLG participants accused them of 
attempting to exert unfair influence in what 



Mt. Lassen in Lassen National Forest 


fort — people who 
cannot participate in 
such a consensus pro- 
cess or cannot come 
to an agreement 
with the interested 
parties will simply 
be excluded. 

Since there were 
no ardent activists 
supporting zero ex- 
traction from public 
land involved in the 
process, I doubt I was 
represented; chances 
are you weren't ei- 
ther. I've had the for- 
tune of consulting 
with a resident black 
bear on the south- 
ern border of the 
Tahoe National For- 


they perceived as a regional issue. But Sierra 
Pacific, the third-largest recipient of federal subsi- 
dies under the US Forest Service timber road pur- 
chaser credit program, is hardly a local business. 
Unlike a number of its counterparts, the company 
restricts its operations to one region, controlling a 
vast portion of the resources there. But they exert 
what can only be described as national influence. 

The Quincy plan calls for the logging 40,000- 
60,000 acres a year under a previously untested 
system called "Defensible Fuel Profile Zones." This 
scheme is promoted ostensibly to reduce the risk of 
fire in the canopy. The plan, however, will thin 


have to be maintained rigorously, every three months, 
eight or nine months out of the year — an incredible 
amount of labor. And for every fuel break cut, there is 
only a one-time economic benefit, whereas the main- 
tenance for every area implies an open-ended eco- 
nomic expenditure. The Forest Service already main- 
tains a system of fuel breaks in the area — 19,000 of 
them within the lands covered by the QLG proposal. 
These are rarely maintained due to lack of money and 
do not accomplish their intended purpose. If QLG is 
passed, the need for labor, in the form of ongoing 
manual maintenance, would have a greater impact on 


est. It expressed op- 
position to such an arbitrary and absurd management 
practice being proposed for the northern Sierras. So 
should you. If a proposal is approved simply because 
it calls itself a representation of the interests of all 
parties, and the widespread objection of a majority of 
the environmental community is not enough to dis- 
suade such a stance, then danger is imminent. 

The bill has experienced some fortunate delays in 
the Senate and will tentatively be voted on sometime 
in November. The Senate version of the bill is being 
championed by both California Senators Barbara Boxer 
and Dianne Feinstein. 
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A Recipe for Extinction 


by Marty Bergoffen 

The Endangered Species Act (ESA), currently be- 
ing debated in Congress, is in need of substantial 
strengthening. Extinctions worldwide are accelerat- 
ing due to rampant human development in the 
form of deforestation, mining, and human occu- 
pancy. In the Mabon issue of the EF! Journal, a 
review of Rep. George Miller's (D-CA) Endangered 
Species Recovery Act (HR-2351) 
was presented. Shortly after that 
issue went to press, the Senate 
Environment and Public Works 
Committee took action to obliter- 
ate the ESA. With lightning speed, 

Senator Dirk Kempthorne (R-ID) 
introduced his bill, S-1180, which 
he worked on in secret with Secre- 
tary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt, 
a notorious Clinton administra- 
tion greenwasher. This nefarious 
coalition of environmental nem- 
eses has produced a bill which 
will increase extinctions and the 
destruction of wild places. 

They Couldn't Think of a 
Name, So They Stole One 

In a blatant display of his 
fraudulent intentions, Kempthorne named his bill 
the Endangered Species Recovery Act. He obvi- 
ously stole this name from Miller's bill in order to 
confuse citizens and the media, as well as to claim 
that the bill will help endangered species. 
Kempthorne tried the same thing last year, calling 
his anti-ESA bill the "Endangered Species Conser- 
vation Act." Referring to this bill simply as S-1180 
will help reduce confusion. 

Big Problems for Little Creatures 

Perhaps the most ostentatious example of admin- 
istrative hubris in S-1180 is the new exemption 
power granted to the Secretary of Interior. The 
Secretary would be allowed to grant any private 
party a full exemption from ESA enforcement with 
the stroke of a pen. This excessive authority was 
soundly rejected in the 1982 ESA amendments, 
when Congress decided that only a full, Cabinet- 
level "God Squad" should be allowed to grant ESA 
exemptions. Remember when James Watt (Reagan's 
Interior Secretary) wanted to liquidate all our public 
lands to benefit his corporate cronies? It isn't hard 
to imagine a new Watt exempting everyone from 
the ESA under the provisions of S-1180. 


„ The critical habitat protection provisions of the 
ESA would also be weakened. Habitat loss is by far 
the largest factor in biodiversity eradication. Cur- 
rently, critical habitat has to be designated when a 
species is listed. S-1180 eliminates this requirement, 
instead requiring a "description" of the critical 
habitat within nine months of listing, with pro- 
posed and final habitat designations due at 18 and 
36 months, respectively. This increased bureau- 
cratic delay (which mirrors the 
current, illegal practices of the 
Fish and Wildlife Service) will 
only result in further loss of 
habitat and consequential spe- 
cies extirpations. 

The consultations required 
for actions by federal agencies 
under the ESA would also be 
curtailed under S-1180. Extrac- 
tive agencies like the Forest 
Service would be granted dis- 
cretion to decide if its actions 
would harm listed species. If 
the Secretary of Interior didn't 
object within 90 days, the 
agency could proceed. 

Currently, if a species is 
listed, all ongoing projects that 
affect that species must halt 
until a new round of consultations is complete. 
Under S-1180, such projects could continue during 
consultation. The China Left timber sale, for ex- 
ample, was halted last June when the Coho salmon 
was listed, and the most potentially destructive 
units were dropped. Under S-1180, cutting would 
continue even if salmon were present and spawn- 
ing. (See China Left update on page 6). 

Perhaps the most pernicious amendments to the 
consultation would allow the involvement of pri- 
vate permit applicant in the consultation process 
for mines and grazing allotments on public lands, 
while excluding the general public. Economic in- 
terests would subjugate ecosystems in this cha- 
rade. Consultation should be open to full public 
scrutiny and should not be secretive and informal, 
as the process is currently. 

While S-1180 purports to be focused on recovery, 
the fine print shows, well... a lot of fine print. 
Extractive interests must be represented on the 
recovery team, and the recovery plan must consider 
economic costs, including property values and em- 
ployment. But, healthy ecosystems cannot be mea- 
sured in dollars and cents. 

In addition, under Kempthorne's bill the military's 


current ESA exemption is broadened in two ways. 
Critical habitat designations and recovery planning 
would have to defer to military needs, which could 
only mean more bombing ranges in the desert. 
Already, the Sonoran pronghorn in Arizona is sub- 
ject to low-flying supersonic flights over the Cabeza 
Prieta National Wildlife Refuge. The military claims 
such operations have no effect on the normal be- 
havior of listed species. Hogwash. 

S-1180 also legislates the adoption of many bad 
Clinton-era ESA policies concerning Habitat Con- 
servation Plans (HCPs), such as No Surprises, Candi- 
date conservation agreements, safe-harbor agree- 
ments and low-effect activities. (For more informa- 
tion about HCPs, see the Mabon issue of the Earth 
First! Journal.) 

Candidate conservation agreements (CCAs) basi- 
cally eliminate the effect of future species listings by 
mandating that no further efforts, beyond those in 
the agreement, are necessary after listing. Similarly, 
safe-harbor agreements allow a landowner to de- 
velop his/her land up to a certain point despite 
known take. In S-1180, low-effect activities are 
provided with an easier HCP process; Kempthorne's 
bill, however, doesn't define "low effect" and could 
result in rampant abuse. 

These are only the biggest problems with S-l 180; 
other bad provisions will make listing species harder 
and delisting easier. 

Where It's Been, Where It's Going, 

What You Can Do 

The bill was quickly passed by the Senate Envi- 
ronment and Public Works Committee and has 
been endorsed by the Clinton administration, de- 
spite his promises prior to election that he wouldn't 
weaken the ESA. 

As of this writing, it seems a fight on the Senate 
floor is imminent. When passed out of commit- 
tee, Senator Barbara Boxer (D-CA) vowed that she 
was saving her biggest fight for the Senate floor. If 
you live in California, (or even if you don't) call 
her and give her your thanks and support. Call 
your Senators and tell them you support a stron- 
ger ESA, and the rollbacks in Kempthorne's bill 
are atrocious. Urge support for the provisions of 
HR-2351, and explain why even they aren't 
enough. Write to: Senator X, US Senate, Washing- 
ton, DC 20510; (202) 224-3121. 

Also, write to Secretary Bruce Babbitt, and tell him 
you don't like his secret sellout of the ESA to big- 
money extractive industries. Contact Secretary Bruce 
Babbitt, Dept, of Interior, Washington, DC 20240; 
(202) 208-7351. 




A wolf running wild and free to Mary Dalton, who counted eagle nests and bear dens 
for the Forest Service in Alaska. When her observations were left out of an Environmen- 
tal Impact Statement that concluded logging wouldn't harm fish or wildlife, Dalton 
reported the omissions and was ignored. Not one to be disregarded, Dalton filed an 
appeal challenging a 2,000-acre sale. In response, the agency suspended her for 30 days, 
declared her "surplus personnel" and transferred her to the Southwest. The Forest 
Service denied her appeal without addressing its substance, claiming that unlike regular 
citizens, Forest Service employees may not appeal Forest Service decisions. Still unwa- 
vering, Dalton filed suit challenging the agency's policy. A decision is pending. 

A lone wolf and full moon to a student at Eagle Rock Junior High who won first prize 
at the Greater Idaho Falls Science Fair by showing how programmed we are to be petition- 
signing drones. In his project he urged people to sign a petition demanding strict control 
or total elimination of the chemical "dihydrogen monoxide." And for plenty of good 
reasons, since it is a major component in acid rain, contributes to erosion, can kill if inhaled 
and has been found in cancerous tumors. He asked 50 people if they supported a ban of the 
chemical dihydrogen monoxide. Forty-three said yes, six were undecided and only one 
knew that the chemical is water. The title of his prize-winning project was, "How 
Gullible Are We?" The conclusion is obvious. 

A well-fed wolf, overstuffed with the meat of a welfare cow to Jerry 
Stefferud of the USFS on the Tonto National Forest in Arizona. 
Stefferud is the primary author of a USFS report on the impact of 
Forest Service activities on four federally protected fish species 
native to the Southwest. In a startling indictment of the agency, 
the report says the Forest Service's bias toward the livestock 
industry is interfering with efforts to recover the Southwest's 
damaged riverside areas and imperiled wildlife species. The sting- 
ing critique asserts that the Forest Service is willing "to do anything 
to restore riparian ecosystem health, so long as it doesn't affect" 
ranchers holding grazing permits. 



A poodle for being pea-brained to the Animal Damage Control program. The US 
Department of Agriculture's controversial program has changed its name to "Wildlife 
Services.” Spokesman Ed Curlett says, "Wildlife Services seemed to fit the agency more. 
Animal Damage Control is kind of a negative-sounding name. " Whatever the name, the 
shameful program is the same: ADC spent $2 million in New Mexico in 1995 killing 
predators on public land and private ranches. 

A cold and stiff poodle corpse with an ugly rage in its heart to Julie Weatherby. 
As controversy raged last fall over salvage logging in national forests, Weatherby, a 
Forest Service entomologist in Idaho warned her bosses of an emerging problem: The 
trees aren't dying as fast as they should. Contrary to earlier assessments of damage 
from fire and bark beetle attacks, a few hundred trees left during a salvage operation 
on the Payette National Forest were still alive two years after the fire and more than 
a year after 10,000 acres of neighboring stands had been logged. Weatherby wrote, 
"Hopefully some of these green grand firs and Douglas firs... will die over time." 
Among the grand firs in one unit, she said, "58 trees lived which should have died 
and one tree died which should have lived," which meant half the 
trees had been misclassified. "Hopefully this accuracy will improve 
over time as more trees die." 

A poodle pooping on its presidential ambitions for 
Vice President A1 Gore, "author" of Earth in the 
Balance, who could have tipped the scales in favor «•' ' \ 
of the Bryan amendment to end federally subsi- 
dized logging roads. He didn’t. The amend- 
ment would have eliminated the so-called 
purchaser credit program and slashed $ 10 mil- 
lion from the federal roads budget for deficit 
reduction. The vote would have been 50-50; if 
the vice president had been presiding as Sen- 
ate chair, he could have cast the tie-breaking 
vote. Where was Vice President A1 Gore dur- 
ing this critical green debate? At a 
in New York. 
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Shell and Oxy Keep Pushing the U’wa of Colombia 

Occidental Petroleum (Oxy) and its part- journalist in August, "I sing the traditional In an open letter Cobaria delivered to Occi- 

ner Shell Oil are continuing to pressure the songs to my children. 1 teach them that every- dental and Shell, the chief said, ' For us Mother 

indigenous U'wa community of Colombia thing is sacred and linked. How can I tell Shell Earth is sacred. It is not for negotiation, so 
to allow exploitation of the enormous and Oxy that to take petrol is for us worse than please do not try to confuse us and others 

Samore oil province. Oxy estimates that killing your own mother? If you kill the Earth, with offers. Please hear our request, a request 

there is about 1.5-billion barrels of oil in the then no one will live. I do not want to die. that comes from our ancestral right by virtue 

area, the equivalent of just a few months of Nobody does." °f being born on our territory: Halt your oil 

North American oil consumption. About The U'wa have taken their case to the Orga- project on U wa ancestral land, 
half of Colombia's oil is exported to the US. nization of American States through petitions If you would like to support the U'wa, write 

For the U'wa the possibility of oil develop- to the Inter-American Human Rights Commis- the Chief Executive Officers of Oxy and Shell 

ment portends the end. sion. On October 7, Martin Wagner of the and ask them to cancel plans for the Samore 

The ecological risk is huge; at the Cano Earth Justice Legal Defense Fund presented the province. Let them know that you hold them 
Limon pump station operated by Oxy and petitions saying, "Whether it's by the pollu- responsible for the U wa s welfare. 

Shell, some 1 .5-million barrels of crude have tion of the land they consider sacred, the Dr. Ray R. Irani, Occidental Petroleum, 

been spilt in the rainforest in the last decade increased violence this project will inevitably 10889 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90024; 

(the EXXON Valdez spill was 36,000 bar- bring or by their own hand, oil development fax (310) 443-6922; Phillip J. Carroll, Shell 
rels). Much of this was due to sabotage by means the death of the U'wa." Oil, POB 2463, Houston, TX 77252; fax (713) 

guerrillas, who represent another major At a press conference outside of Occidental 241-4044. 

threat to the U'wa. In response, Oxy and Petroleum's headquarters in Los Angeles, U'wa For more information contact the U'wa 

Shell pay a war tax of $1 per barrel ($180,000 Chief Roberto Cobaria revealed the details of Project c/o Earth Trust Foundation, 20110 

a day) to the Colombian military to protect a recent death threat. Cobaria was pulled Rockport Way, Malibu, CA 90265; phone/fax 

their installations at Cano Limon. The Co- from his bed in the middle of the night by a (818) 505-8353; e-mail: uwaproject@aol.com. 


lombian military is known for its human 
rights abuses, and the militarization of the 
U’wa territory is introducing organized vio- 
lence into the area. 

The U'wa, a traditional people some 5,000 
strong, live in the cloud forests of the Colom- 
bian Andes. If the oil project proceeds, the 
U'wa will walk en mass off a 1,400-foot cliff in 
order to avoid the "death without dignity" 
they fear will follow. For the U'wa, the slow rot 
of violent modernization and the desecration 
of their sacred land is untenable. The last great 
tragedy to befall these people happened 400 
years ago when, according to oral histories, a 
portion of the tribe jumped off a sacred cliff 
rather than submit to Spanish colonial rule. 

As one U'wa woman explained to a British 


group of hooded men with rifles. 
The assailants held him to the 
ground, demanding that he sign 
an oil-exploration authorization 
agreement. After refusing to sign, 
Cobaria was threatened with 
hanging, then beaten and pushed 
off an embankment into a river 
where he nearly drowned. 
Cobaria recounted the violent 
attack, "They said if you don't 
sign the agreement, you will lose 
your life. And I said I guess I will 
lose my life then, kill me right 
now, because I can't make this 
agreement. I can't sign anything 
away from my tribe." 



On November 1 0th 1995, Ken Saro-Wiwa and eight colleagues were hanged in Nigeria. Their 
only crime was exposing Shell’s role in polluting their homeland. In October 1997 Shell 
celebrates its 100th anniversary. At the same time, communities from Colombia to California 
and Peru to Nigeria are organizing against Shell’s deadly practices. 


Texaco Leaves Burma! 

Boycott ARCO and UNOCAL 

In a huge victory, US oil giant Texaco announced on September 24 that 
it is selling its stake in a natural gas project off Burma's coast. The Burmese 
democracy movement and its supporters worldwide have been sustain- 
ing a boycott of Texaco for months to bring about this result. 

The sale to Premier Oil of Britain follows a decision in April by 
President Clinton to bar new investment in military-ruled Burma in 
the interest of human rights, democracy and counter narcotics efforts. 
In recent months, both Canada and the European Union have taken 
supportive action against the Burmese government. Multinational oil 
company investments in Burma provide the largest legal source of 
foreign currency to the regime. 

"Now that Texaco realizes that Burma is no place to do business, how 
can ARCO and UNOCAL justify dealing with this brutal regime? If 
they stay we will continue boycotting ARCO products and intensify 
ongoing efforts against Unocal," said Pamela Wellner, campaign 
coordinator for Free Burma: No Petro-dollars for SLORC. 

A flagrant human rights abuser, Burma's junta, the State Law and 
Order Restoration Council (SLORC), has a 15 percent stake in the gas 
project. The junta has been criticized for its human rights record 
which includes massacres of democracy supporters and the torture of 
indigenous tribes to force them to work on various oil and gas 
pipeline projects. 

"We believe the Texaco decision to leave Burma sends another 
message to the oil companies that corporate downsizing and exploit- 
ing US workers to raise capital for investments in totalitarian coun- 
tries, where slave labor and wholesale repression are routine, will not 
go unchallenged" said Robert Wages, President of the 90,000 member 
Oil, Chemical and Atomic Workers International Union. 

The Free Burma Coalition came together for an international confer- 
ence in Los Angeles, California from October 4-6 to develop plans for 
the next stage of its campaign to fight for democracy in Burma. This 
was augmented by demonstrations outside UNOCAL and Arco head- 
quarters and a press conference at the LA city council as it prepared to 
introduce divestment legislation. The dramatic achievements of the 
coalition include forcing PepsiCo and Anheuser Busch, as well as 
Texaco, out of Burma. 

For more information contact the Free Burma Coalition, c/o Dept, 
of Curriculum and Instruction, University of Wisconsin, 225 N. Mills 
St., Madison, WI 53706; (608) 827-7734; fax 263-9992; e-mail: 
zni@students.wisc.edu and Free Burma: No Petro-dollars for SLORC, 
1847 Berkeley Way, Berkeley, CA 94703; (510) 848-1155; fax 848- 
1008; e-mail: freeburma@irn.org. 


Pemex Refinery Block a ded 

More than 100 Chontal Indians protesting an oil spill blocked the 
entrance to a Mexican oil field in August, trapping 50 workers inside. 
The tense standoff took place in the southern state of Tabasco, in the 
heart of the country's oil-producing region. The government-owned 
oil and gas monopoly, Petroleos Mexicanos (Pemex) provides a large 
portion of the Mexican government's revenue. For the last 24 years, 
Tabasco has provided 75 percent of the 540,000 barrels of oil pro- 
duced per day in southern Mexico. 

The protest called further attention to the environmental and safety 
record of Pemex, accused of causing severe ecological damage in the 
Tabasco area. Protesters said Pemex spilled huge amounts of oil into a 
local river and caused the water supplies of two cities to be shut down. 

"The (Tabasco) state authorities arbitrarily decided to shut off 
drinking water to the towns... that bothered us so much we decided 
to block the installations," protester Jose Izquierdo said. 

The Chontales of T abasco have been fighting Pemex for more than 
four decades, decrying the environmental, social and cultural devas- 
tation that the company has brought to the region. As Chontal 
Senator Auldarico Hernandez Gernomino put it in 1996, "we are an 
oil state, but we have no j obs, our children die of cholera and our fields 
are barren." 

Pemex said in a news release that production continued at five of 
the eight oil wells, which produce 35,000 barrels per day, but that 
vehicles could not pass in or out. The spill forced the company to shut 
down three wells that produce 3,500 barrels per day. 

The standoff came just days after soldiers and police removed strikers 
from an oil rig in the Gulf of Mexico, carrying them off by helicopter 
and dramatically ending a 40-hour siege at sea. Thirty contract workers 
on a Pemex drilling platform effectively held the oil rig hostage for 
nearly two days in protest against poor pay and working conditions. 
Opposition party members in the poor southern state of Campeche 
said soldiers and police used violence to get the workers off the 
platform in Campeche Sound, arresting them. 

"They used the Mexican navy to besiege the platform... the workers 
were treated like animals, they tied them up with ropes and handcuffed 
them... they were treated very violently," said Camilo Massa Perez, a 
local official in the oil mining city of Ciudad del Carmen. 

Pemex, which resumed exploration on the rig after the removal of 
the workers, said it fully backed the strike-breaking operation. "The 
authorities proceeded given that the strikers were flagrantly commit- 
ting different crimes by impeding public work," Pemex said. 

This information comes from Reuters, August 22 and 27, 1997 and 
the Journal of Commerce, February 2, 1996. 
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Irish finn-RocD fieri vists Take to Trees 


Ireland's first treetop road protest in the picturesque Glen of the Downs 
valley has divided the Irish Green movement between those who support 
direct action and those who want to compromise on the European Union- 
funded road program. 

The Glen of the Downs is a breath-taking forest in a steep-sided quartz 
valley between the Great and Little Sugar Loaf mountains in north Wicklow. 
Nearby is Kilmacanogue Marsh, an unspoiled, wet woodland area. Both are 
rich ecosystems with a unique diversity of species. The Glen is a deciduous 
forest of mixed oak, beech and ash-hazel. There are 21 species of animals in 
the area, including sika deer, badger, fox and red squirrel. The woodlands are 
a good example of the dryer type of oak woods characteristic of the acid soils 
in Wicklow. It contains rich ground flora because it has been spared grazing. 

The Marsh, which is also known as Kilmurray Swamp, consists mostly of alder 
with some hazel, willow, ash and beech. Amidst an area of groundwater springs, 
there is a rich undergrowth of flora, wet grassland, moss and lichen. 

The botanical diversity of the Glen and the Marsh have been 
recognized by the Irish government, which designated both as 
Areas of Scientific Interest and of National Importance. Addi- 
tionally, the Glen is a National Nature Reserve and protected 
under the Irish Wildlife Act of 1976. 

The planned Arklow-Dublin road is intended to be a major 
European highway, part of the Trans-European road network, 
linking Larne in the northwest of Ireland with Paris, via 
Belfast, Dublin, Rosslaire in the southeast and Le Havre in 
France. A decision was made seven years ago by the Wicklow 
County Council to widen the road into a four-lane high- 
way between Kilmacanogue village and the southern end 
of the Glen of the Downs using European Economic 
Union funding. 

Numerous professional environmentalists and ecolo- 
gists live near the Glen, so the initial feeling among the 
wider Green community was that the road-widening 
scheme would be scrapped in the face of local opposition. 

But the opposition, mostly from the parliamentary Green 
Party, was quickly muted and easily compromised. When 
it became known that the state was determined to go 
ahead with its road-widening scheme and that the local 
Greens had given up, a decision was made among some 
of Ireland's more radical Greens to stop the construction. 

In mid-July, as a couple of people started to build a tree- 
hut and talk to local people about the social and environ- 
mental implications of the scheme, a call was sent out for 
support. What started as a low-profile campaign to revive 
the opposition to the road has turned into a media circus 
of sensationalist journalism. With few exceptions there has been no at- 
tempt by the media to analyze the issues that are at the heart of this 
senseless construction. 

If you believed what the mainstream media said about this protest, you'd have 
the impression that it was about feisty, unclean youth, a few furry animals and 
a large dose of utopian idealism. The local police have been threatening to evict 
the protesters for contravening the Wildlife Act (kind of ironic, isn't it?). The 
fact that people are prepared to occupy and defend a woodland seems to really 
bother the state. 

The local paper, the Wicklow People, announced that eco-warriors were "not 
wanted here." Nuala Aherne, one of the two Green Party Euro MPs, who lives 
in nearby Greystones, said, "We have never wanted trees to come down, and the 
Green Party has worked very hard on this... people feel that the compromise that 
has been achieved is the best possible option." 

Aherne's ignorance of the issues is thankfully not shared by local people who 
are keen to get involved and provide food, timber and rope to the protesters. 


This protest raises the issues at the heart of our capitalist society— unfettered 
growth and roadbuilding. 

Since the occupation of the Glen became news, the state and apologists like 
Aherne have stressed that the new road will do minimal damage. This is a 
statement that even the engineers at the site find hard to agree with, as at least 
1,700 trees will be cut. Even Ove Arup, the consultants who prepared the 1991 
Environmental Impact Statement, initially stressed that the widening of the 
road would have a serious impact on the oak-beech and ash-hazel woodlands 
of the Glen and on the Marsh. They stated pragmatically that "any interfer- 
ence with this ash-hazel would be a serious loss in conservation." With some 
foreboding they also reported that, "A long-standing naturalized 
woodland such as that of the Glen of the Downs is an 
extremely complex and sensitive ecosystem and 
cannot be artificially replicated in periods of 
less than 100 years." 

As a consequence of Arup's original study 
and following the initial, cursory opposi- 
tion, the Irish Department of the Environ- 
ment requested a further study from Amp 
about widening the road on the western 
side of the Glen, instead of the east. This is 
the option Wicklow County Council has 
gone for "to minimize as much as possible 
the impact on the natural habitats." This 
is Aherne's compromise! The chainsaws 
would still destroy the woodland, and the 
diggers would still encroach on the north- 
ern edge of the stream. This unique eco- 
system would be gone. 

Luckily, Aherne's party is not in 
agreement with her. Ciaran Cuffe, the 
Green Party spokesperson on public 
transport, announced that he sup- 
ported the protesters and the cam- 
paign they are waging. Meanwhile, 
the activists are frantically building 
treehuts to sustain themselves for the 
long haul, given that the chainsaw- 
wielding crews and bulldozers are not 
expected until mid-winter. They are 
also filing petitions to present to the 
European Union on the grounds that 
the proposed development contra- 
venes the Wildlife Directive. 

Following letters to protestors from Wicklow County Council asking them to 
leave, a delegation met with council officials who declared that, because plans 
were in the latter stages, they can't back down. The officials were told that the 
'Vigil at the Glen' will grow in strength and support, that it is becoming a large 
popular movement with legal, educational and academic ramifications and 
that it will not simply go away. If people are forcibly removed from the Glen, 
there will be hundreds of others willing to replace them. Officials said they had 
no "imminent" intention to start court actions. Asked if they could see a 
situation where force would be used against the peaceful occupants of the Glen, 
the officials said the council would act at all times within the confines of the 
law. They admitted that they could see a potential for dispute and that this 
would result in a "PR nightmare" for the council. 

To be placed on the subscription list for Pobal an Dulra, Ireland's weekly Green 
newsletter, send e-mail to allenr@bluewin.ch. For more information on direct 
action in Ireland, contact An Talamh Glas (EF! in Ireland) at Abbey St., Ballinrobe, 
County Mayo, Eire; http://www.hrc.wmin.ac.uk/campaigns/ef/pubs/panda/. 



Ecotopians Reclaim Edinburgh Onc Block At A Timc! 


Two hundred people from the Ecotopian camp in 
West Lothian took over Edinburgh’s Grassmarket on 
August 11, 1997, in Scotland's first- ever Reclaim the 
Streets action. At 10:30 a.m. an advance group 
sealed off part of the Grassmarket in central 
Edinburgh's Old Town. Demonstrators 
blockaded the road with crowd-control 
barriers and stopped traffic with an 
enormous tripod of scaffolding poles, 
from the top of which an intrepid 
demonstrator was suspended in a net. 

For hours the sounds of music, 
dancing and the clinking of tea cups 
replaced the roar of the traffic — until 
the police moved in. 

This was at least the 27th Reclaim the 
Streets action in Britain and part of a larger 
movement that encourages people to take control of 
the streets and create a safe and friendly space for 
people, in opposition to the deaths and destruction 
caused by cars and roads. 

The primary contingent at the action marched a 


half-mile to the liberated area, defying an attempt by 
mounted police to block their path. The forces of 
darkness could only look on helplessly as tables and 
chairs magically appeared and an im- 
promptu street cafe sprouted on the 
highway. A bewildering array of in- 
ternational folk dances were per- 
formed as the carnival continued. 

In the meantime, police brought 
in reinforcements and issued an 
ultimatum: leave by 12:30 or risk 
arrest. Demonstrators collected 
and discussed the next step. After 
an intriguing debate. 

The police responded by wading 
in and nicking people. Around a dozen 
people linked arms and lay on the road. 
Eventually the police violently hurled them into a 
police van, making 18 arrests. Meanwhile, the Fire 
Brigade was diverted from potential emergencies to 
bring down the tripod percher who put up a spirited 
resistance to the end. It took around 45 to 50 



minutes before police violence allowed the resump- 
tion of "business as usual." 

This first Reclaim the Streets action should inspire 
more such road occupations in Edinburgh and Scot- 
land. Future activity will hopefully build on the 
success and lessons from this action. 

As Reclaim the Streets says, "The power that 
attacks those who work, through union legisla- 
tion and casualisation, is the same power that is 
attacking the planet with over-production and 
consumption of resources... this power is capi- 
tal." As long as economies run on the basis of 
business for profit, social and ecological exploi- 
tation will occur. The question is, can we come 
together as a movement to effectively challenge 
and dissolve this power before those in control 
lead society into an even deeper social and eco- 
logical catastrophe? 

For more information contact Autonomous Cen- 
tre of Edinburgh, 17 W. Montgomery Place, 
Edinburgh EH7 5 HA; 0131-557-6242; http:// 
wkweb4.cableinet.co.uk/bunnyace/ 
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The Truth About Mudslides 

A report released by the US Forest 
Service confirms that 58 percent of the 
900 mudslides in the Clearwater Na- 
tional Forest during the winter of 1995- 
1996 were caused by logging roads and 
12 percent by logging directly. An esti- 
mated 3,000 mudslides occurred in the 
Clearwater area on both public and 
private land during that season. 

BLM Approves Drilling in 
National Monument 

The Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) recently approved Conoco 's 
request to drill an exploratory well in 
the new Grand Staircase-Escalante 
National Monument in southern Utah. 
Environmentalists are concerned that 
this step could open the 1.7-million- 
acre monument for further energy de- 
velopment. The Fish and Wildlife Ser- 
vice and the Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency criticized the BLM's envi- 
ronmental assessment of the drilling's 
impact oh wildlife and air quality. In 
a letter to BLM Director Bill Lamb, 
Carol Campbell, director of EPA's eco- 
system protection program, wrote, 
"[the] BLM apparently did not con- 
duct an independent analysis of the 
potential impacts, as expected by EPA. " 

Boycott Ban Trial Begins 

The trial brought against Friends of 
the Lubicon by Daishowa Ltd. began 
September 2. The company is seeking 
a permanent injunction which would 
prevent the organization from telling 
consumers to boycott Daishowa, a 
maker of bags used in many stores. 

The court action is a response to a 
six-year boycott campaign against 
Daishowa Paper Manufacturing Com- 
pany Co. Ltd. of Japan. The focus of 
the campaign is to prevent the 
Daishowa group from clearcutting 
native lands in northern Alberta. 

The corporation claims the boycott 
has cost them over $11 million. With 
the boycott in effect, 47 companies 
that own over 4,300 retail stores 
throughout Canada chose to buy their 
paper products elsewhere. Daishowa is 
now trying to permanently outlaw the 
tjoycott and recover damages from ac- 
tivists involved in the campaign. 

Formore information contact Friends 
of the Lubicon at (416) 763-7500. 

- 

SW Injunction Under Attack 

In a move to defeat the injunction 
won against logging in the Southwest. 
Senators Domenici (R-NM) and Kyi 
(R-AZ) attached a rider (Amendment 
1239) onto the Interior Appropria- 
tions Bill. This rider will effectively 
void a Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals' 
order enjoining grazing practices that 
violate Forest Plan standards and 
guidelines in Arizona and New Mexico . 
The initial injunction was won by the 
Southwest Center for Biological Di- 
versity in Tuscon. 

Victory in Southern Oregon 

The Bureau of Land Management has 
withdrawn the Maple Syrup timber sale 
as a result of a lawsuit filed by the 
Klamath Siskiyou Wildlands Center. The 
old-growth forest, located on the Rogue 
■ River, contains hundreds of acres of 
habitat for the Northern spotted owl. 

The BLM failed to respond to any of 
the public comments concerning the 
Environmental Analysis (EA), nor did 
it address the cumulative effects the 
sale would have on the environment. 
By not proposing an adequate range 
of alternatives to the proposed sale, 
the BLM also violated the National 
Environmental Policy Act. 

With this decision, the BLM is forced 
to draft new EA's for all the Grants 
Pass area sales. 
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For the Love oif Water. 


Seven-Week Fast Calls Attention to Slocan Logging 


by Eloise Charet 

I live in Silverton, a sleepy village nestled by Slocan 
Lake, one of the many lakes separated by lush green 
mountains in the Kootenays and the source of the 
Columbia River Basin. In the last seven years, 1 have 
watched Slocan Forests Products become one of the 
largest mill owners in British Columbia. All the towns 
around us have lost their water due to logging. And we 
figure that if our water is tainted at the source, every- 
body downstream must be drink- 
ing contaminated water as well. 

O n April 1 99 7, Greenpeace 
released the report Bro 
ken Promises: The Truth 
about What's Happening to BC For- 
ests, which explains that even 
though our government promised 
a world-class logging policy, 92 per- 
cent of logging still involves 
clearcutting and 82 percent of tim- 
ber sales log right up to the stream 
banks. This report prompted Ca- 
nadian Premier Glen Clark to la- 
bel environmentalists the "en- 
emies of BC." So take heart, USA, 
you are not alone. 

In fall of 1996 we received the 
sad news that nine watersheds in 
our area were doomed to be logged. 

The Slocan Watershed Alliance 
and the Valhalla Society felt be- 
trayed once again; we have spent 
decades conducting workshops 
and pressing for the Silva Ecosys- 
tem Plan and believe that it's not worth the loss of our 
drinking water for the 19 days of mill operation that the 
lumber in our watershed will yield. Although many 
concerned citizens wrote letters to government officials, 
and the New Denver and Silverton village councils 
opposed the logging, our concerns were not addressed. 

After 1 5 days of logging, 350 people blocked the road 
to the Denver Flats. Fifty Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police officers prepared for war in the woods and 
arrested seven dissidents, including Stan Rome, one of 
Canada's most renowned forest ecologists. My 12-year- 
old daughter Emma and I were the last arrested. "I 
don't want to tell my children fairy tales about whales 
and pure water," said Emma. 

After the arrests, mostly everybody but me and this 
young man named Jack signed themselves out. Emma 
was released into the care of my sister. I began a hunger 
strike and refused to sign the release agreement. It 
stipulated that I 


my fast was difficult, I managed to sustain myself for seven 
weeks. Tents were set up in the courthouse yard, and a chain- 
fast began in solidarity. 

P eople from around the valleys surrounded the build- 
ing with bottles of creek water. Our "Hunger For 
Water" campaign was advertised by dances, a 
streetfest and daily walks down Main Street. The Slocan 
Village Peace Camp was a beehive of activity. People hung 
a huge banner from the Nelson bridge reading, "Water or 
Profits." Two environmentalists walked from Slocan to 




would be forbid- 
den to return to the 
site of the devasta- 
tion. I stated, "I 
have no appetite to 
eat. I feel I cannot 
fulfill my role as a 
mother. I cannot 
give my children 
pure water." 

Judge T.M. 

McEwan sent me to 
jail until my Sep- 
tember 15 court 
date. I spent three 
sleepless nights and 
days in cold dun- 
geon cells and 
handcuffed in cages 
inside paddy wag- 
ons. I felt stripped 
of my rights, my 

dignity, torn from The author and her daughter e. 

the bosom of my 

family. By the time I got to Burnaby Correctional Center 
for Women, I was depressed and dehydrated. 

The guards, however, were sympathetic, the inmates 
receptive to my cause, and my spirit was uplifted. The 
women organized a petition in support of me. Although 


Elders and community members gather at New Denver Flats 
)t worth the loss of our Vancouver to bring me the best water I have ever tasted in 
mill operation that the my life, then they headed to Victoria to deliver a 1,000- 
yield. Although many signature petition to our leaders at Parliament. I was amazed 
o government officials, by such creativity. 

'erton village councils A 7. '7-km-long road is being carved through the Perry Ridge 
rns were not addressed, watershed. On August 1 3, 300 protesters gathered on a hillside 
leople blocked the road there, singing, "born of water, healing, changing, cleansing, 
al Canadian Mounted powerful we are." The singing sometimes drowned out Sgt. 
r ar in the woods and Kerry Kolinsky's reading of the enforcement order. The first 
ling Stan Rome, one of four people arrested were lingering at a table drinking pure 
ecologists. My 12-year- unadulterated water. In another wave of arrests, Jack Ross, a 
re the last arrested. "I 76-year-old Quaker who once marched with Martin Luther 
airy tales about whales King, Jr., was nabbed. 

A month later, on September 15, Jack and I were the 
only ones left in j ail . Jack had to break his fast because 
of his Parkinson's disease. He had lost 20 pounds, 
sister. I began a hunger and I was 30 or 35 pounds lighter. My kidneys started failing, 
release agreement. It I felt weak and devastated by the court, and my kids begged me 

to come home. Finally, I signed out and broke 
my fast with champagne and nachos (against 
the doctor's orders)! i 

I returned home to witness the loss of 
Bonanza Creek, the source of our lake. After 
a ceremony in which people turned in their 
New Democratic Party cards, 12 more people 
were arrested. 

I will enter my plea October 28 and go to 
trial. To add spice to the broth, Slocan Forest 
Products is suing me and the Valhalla Soci- 
ety, Slocan Watershed Alliance and numer- 
ous other environmentalists. They are charg- 
ing us with conspiracy! 

How can we feel contempt or guilt for 
standing up for the love of the rare, pure 
| water which is left on this Earth? This is truly 
T the last call for water, and water is life. Let us 
| make a living legacy. 

? To get involved or for more information 
| contact the Valhalla Wilderness Society, POB 
224, New Denver, VOG ISO, BC, Canada; 
(250) 358-2333, fax (250) 385-7950; e-mail: 
The author and her daughter escorted by the RCMP annec@VWS.org. Check Out Austin 

Greengrass' on-line magazine Tinmen at 
by Correctional Center http://www.tinmen.org. 

dehydrated. Eliose Charet has worked at a free school in Morocco and at an 

npathetic, the inmates orphanage in Cambodia. She is now an herbalist and 

pirit was uplifted. The wildcrafts plants native to the Slocan; her grandchildren 

ipport of me. Although appreciate her activism. 
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On the Fast Track to a Corporate Bill of Rights 


by Patrick Oliver 

The Multilateral Agreement on In- 
vestment (MAI) is a proposed agree- 
ment between the 29 member na- 
tions of the Organization for Eco- 
nomic Cooperation and Develop- 
ment (OECD). This corporate wish 
list would reduce restrictions on in- 
ternational investment and provide 
investors with assurances as to the 
treatment of their investment. MAI 
would grant transnational investors 
and multinational corporations the 
unrestricted right to buy, sell and 
move businesses and other assets 
wherever they want, whenever they 
want. To achieve this goal, MAI 
would ban a wide range of regula- 
tory laws now in force around the 
world and pre-empt future efforts to 
hold corporations and investors ac- 
countable to the public. 

Local, regional, state and even na- 
tional laws designed to protect the 
environment, labor or any other pub- 
lic interests could be illegal under MAI. 
Ultimately, dozens of nations' regula- 
tions related to national sovereignty 
and the environment could be found 
in violation. Laws conflicting with 
MAI would have to be changed or 
punitive damages could be levied 
against offending nations. 

According to Chan tell T aylor of Pub- 
lic Citizen's Global Trade Watch, "MAI 
would give corporations legal power 
to sue governments directly for mon- 
etary compensation" for economic 
losses they incur as a result of a nation's 
law. This particular aspect of MAI 


would grant a new and frightening 
expanse of power to multinational 
corporations. Smaller, "lesser devel- 
oped" nations would be discouraged 
from challenging the power of MAI 
and the corporations. Poor nations 
are in a weak negotiating position 
(because of their weighty foreign debt) 
and would fear the costly administra- 
tive tie-ups and lengthy court battles 
that challenging the MAT would pro- 
duce. 

Just as frightening as MAI is the 
manner jp whic h ap proval for it is 
being sought. Last month President 
Clinton presented a "fast track" bill, 
which he hopes th liave Congress 
vote on by the end of October. The 
proposed fast track rules c^ll for Con- 
gressional approval of the trade agree- 
ments without ’ amendment within 
60 legislat ijf-d ays and \yfth limited 
li&rbitflvould es- 


debate.. 




| trade agree- 


ments. Once negotiations are com : 
plete, however, Congress could only 

indents. Neither Congress nor *tjre : 
American peoplejfprrd ifrake any 
amendments to the agreements. Fast 

long-term effects since, for example, 
once a country signs the MAI agree- 
ment, they are bound to the terns 
for at least 20 yeaxW 
In addition to opposition from en- 
vironmental groups, Clinton's fast 
track bill and his foreign trade nego- 
tiations are receiving heated criticism 
from the labor movement. The AFL- 


CIO Executive Council has stated that, 
"International economic policies 
which simply promote open markets, 
unregulated capital mobility, export 
growth and the protection of private 
property are inadequate to address 
the complexities of the global 
economy. Workers, not just corpora- 
tions, must be empowered." As with 
the passage of both the North Ameri- 
can Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) 
and the General Agreement on Trade 
and Tariffs, the fight to stop MAI may 
have the beneficial effect of bringing 
the labor and environmental move- 
ments closer together. 

Unfortunately, the general public 
has little knowledge or understanding 
of international trade agreements. This 
allows the corporate and moneyed 
elite to both dictate their trade de- 
mands and dominate the legislative 
process. A July 31, 1997 Wall Street 
Journal article stated: "The NAFTA side 
agreement on labor and the environ- 
ment has proved toothless... [but] the 
President will probably succeed. De- 
spite public opinion and formidable 
opposition, Presidents almost invari- 
ably win... trade initiatives. Moreover, 
for all the rhetoric of labor [and envi- 
ronmentalists], the pro- trade business 
community has more resources." 

Declare your opposition to MAI and 
fast track! Call your representative or 
his/her "trade staffer" at (888) 723- 
5246. For more information, contact 
Public Citizen's Trade Campaign at 
215 Pennsylvania Ave. SE, Washing- 
ton, DC 20003; (202) 546-4996; e- 
mail: ctaylor@citizen.org 


Cult of Nonviolence 

continued from page 3 

agitators who fought colonialism — clearly outside of 
Gandhi's dogma. 

We should question our dogma by examining the reasons 
not to sit on the pew. There are numerous valid reasons not 
to place ourselves in a voluntary arrest scenario. Having a 
criminal record makes one suspect in other actions; hence, 
future strategic action becomes dangerous, if not impos- 
sible. Many of us can also testify that fighting the system 
through the court is disempowering. Just as our arrest 
deflects our message, court shifts our focus and the focus of 
the campaign. It keeps the focus on the legal system, social 
justice and human rights — everything but logging. The 
media also focuses on every issue except the destruction. 
Voluntarily subjecting oneself to arrest becomes an endless 
energy sink, wasting countless hours of time and effort. 

Successful cults demand homogeneity. Step five of our 
deprogramming requires us to reject the expectation that we 
all be the same and do the same. A Native American eco- 
activist told one of us that although he respects those who 
choose arrest, he would never ask his friends on the reserva- 
tion to subject themselves to the very power that has enslaved 
them for over 500 years. As white, mainly middle-class activ- 
ists, we have a decidedly different experience with the justice 
system than indigenous people and people of color. The cult 
of nonviolence begets a paradigm that doesn't recognize 
different experiences — it mandates that we judge the worth of 
activists by their willingness to participate in our ritual. 

What we have complicitly created is a romantic back- 
drop for herd mentality. We build heroes, inflate martyrs 
and devalue the roles of other activists. People feel com- 
pelled to win approval by getting arrested, perhaps reject- 
ing what they feel is right or effective. The sixth step back 
to sanity demands that we release this demon and recog- 
nize that all of our roles must be equally revered. Individu- 
alism must be respected. If we all look alike, dress alike, 
unilaterally adopt pseudonyms and expect each other to 
share all of the same values, we are in big trouble. 

Respecting actions outside our dogma need not mean we 
embrace any action committed in our, or more importantly, 
the Earth's name. For example, though we may not choose to 
set the fire, we should recognize that the burning of Peabody 


Coal's headquarters was powerfully symbolic and a very 
real financial loss. The scuttling of whale vessels would 
never have passed campaign consensus, but it succeeded 
in slowing a gruesome war. Even rendering earth-destroy- 
ing machinery unworkable has been effective. These ex- 
amples do not mean that we all must abandon our own 
unique skills and 
become mid- 
night eco-raid- 
ers, but they do 
suggest that we 
should set our 
prejudices aside 
and recognize 
their worth. 

There is a wide 
spectrum of cre- 
ative actions | 
that fall outside J 
our current | 
dogma which 3 
are as innocuous 
as they are ef- 
fective Cat- Can you ^ nd the undercover f ed? 


and-mouse games in the back country play their part in the 
struggle. Outreach and entertainment, which have noth- 
ing to do with civil disobedience, play crucial roles, as do 
protests and vigils. Isolating those responsible for the 
destruction, vigilantly haunting them and making their 
work hard, expensive and even frightening, can save wild 
places. We are in no position to limit our options — we 
simply must diversify our strategy, our tactics and our 
movement by empowering others to carry on the fight 
with whatever skills they possess. 

Maybe there are five more steps before we are recovered 
cultists. We don't claim to have all the answers, and we 
aren't pretending there isn't room for nonviolent civil 
disobedience. We do question its effectiveness, however, 
particularly in areas where few people are there to support 
such a campaign. We need more, not fewer, solutions. If 
you want to join a cult, don a pair of Nikes and start 
channeling 4-billion year-old spirits, but if you want to 
defend the Earth, we suggest you bring all your tools to the 
fire and not fall prey to pick pockets. 


BP Tries to Bankrupt 
Greenpeace 

British Petroleum has taken action 
against Greenpeace and four of its mem- 
bers over its occupation of an oil instal- 
lation, freezing its bank accounts and 
seeking £1.4 million in damages. The 
move comes in response to "unlawful 
activities" of protesters during the week- 
long occupation of the Stena Dee instal- 
lation off the Shetland Islands. 

A spokesman for BP said, "We have 
begun proceedings against Greenpeace 
Ltd. and other individuals in concern 
with unlawful activities on the rig and 
for the financial loss that we have suf- 
fered. Rigs of this kind aTe extremely 
expensive. We have incurred a consid- 
erable loss and we would like to recover 
some of that money." 

According to Chris Rose, a senior 
Greenpeace director and defendant in 
the suit, BP makes more in 48 hours 
than Greenpeace makes in a year. 

Greenpeace began landing activists 
on the rig in August. The protest was 
part of a campaign to highlight cli- 
mate change. 

The Green Parties of Europe have 
called for an international Boycott of 
BP in support of Greenpeace. 

Damn, That's a Big Fish 

TheAkron Beacon Journal reports stur- 
geon in Lake Erie are on the rise. Thirty- 
nine sturgeon sightings were made this 
year compared to nine from 1989-1996. 

Sturgeon can grow to more than 7 
feet and weight over 300 pounds. Over- 
fishing and pollution led to the decline 
of the fish. 
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Sacrilege in Los Angeles 

The Catholic Church with help of the 
Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD) 
is building the Our Lady of the Lake 
cathedral atop native remains in Los 
Angeles, according to Chief Ya'anna of 
the Shoshone-Gabrielino Nation. 

During a peaceful demonstration 
on September 23, members of the 
American Indian Movement and the 
Aztlan Mexican Nation opposing the 
construction of the 
$50 million project 
were accosted by 
the LAPD. At one 
point during the 
demonstration an 
undercover LAPD 
agent grabbed 
Chief Ya'anna's 
wheelchair, de- 
manding she 
leave. An indig- 
enous activist in- 
sisted the agent 
not bother her and 
was grabbed by his 
arm and neck by 
the LAPD agent. 
When another ac- 
tivist tookaplioto 
j of the officerls badge, the agent at- 
j tempted to confiscate the camera. 

For more information contact the 
Spirit .of the Sage Council and the 
Shoshone-Gabrielino nation at POB 
j 77027 102, Pasadena, CA 91107; (562) 
946-9463. £ 

Submarine Mines 

The International Seabed Author- 
ity, meeting in Kingston, Jamaica in 
August, gave the go-ahead for mineral 
exploration on the ocean floor. Public 
and private interests from around the 
industrialized world will be able to 
secure 15-year contracts to extrafct 
polymetallic nodules (containing 
nickel, cobalt, copper and manganese) 
from the seabeds in areas outside any 
national jurisdiction. 
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On the EZLN, Horses 
and Grand Juries 


In a daring action on July 21, the Equine and 
Zebra Liberation Network (EZLN) of the Animal 
Liberation Front (ALF) burned to the ground a 
horse-rendering plant in Oregon that had made 
mincemeat of horses for European markets for the 
last 30 years. In the wake of that action, federal law 
enforcement has focused its investigation on ani- 
mal-rights activists in Portland, most recently initi- 
ating a grand jury to target one activist. 

The ALF press release announcing the action reads: 
"Under a nearly full moon, the ALF paid a visit to 
the Cavel West Horse Murdering plant... About 35 
gallons of vegan jello was brought in with the 
team... a number of holes were drilled into the rear 
wall of the slaughterhouse office to bypass potential 
alarms on the doors or windows... the area that 
housed the refrigeration units was located and again 
large holes were drilled through the wall at that part 
of the slaughterhouse. Two teams then poured the 
jello into the numerous holes and quickly began to 
assemble the three electrically timed incendiary 
devices that would bring to a screeching halt what 
countless protests and letter-writing campaigns could 
never stop. While these devices were being as- 
sembled some members of the team entered a stor- 
age shed/office site... and left the remaining 10 
gallons or so of jello for dessert. Then two gallons of 
muriatic acid was poured into the air conditioning 
vents to taint and destroy any horse flesh that may 
have survived the fire... at least $1,000,000 of dam- 
age has been done and the entire plant is currently 
closed and out of operation! The media blackout of 
this action is intense and thorough, but, you know 
what? The horses don't mind." 

In statements to the press, the FBI, Bureau of 
Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms (BATF) and Sheriff 
investigators confirmed that "vegan jello," a term 
for jellied gasoline or napalm, was used, that holes 
in the back wall were made to enter the building and 
that $1 -million worth of damage was done. 

It is true, as well, that the action accomplished 
"what countless protests and letter-writing cam- 
paigns could never stop." The Cavel West Horse 
Rendering plant has been the longtime target of 
Portland animal-rights groups. Mainstream groups 
like Action for Animals protested the plant two 
years ago but gave up after awhile and focused on 
other issues. 

Nonetheless, every aspect of the horse rendering 
business, from the transportation of the doomed 
animals to the killing methods, has fallen under 
well-deserved scrutiny in recent months. The Hu- 
mane Society of the United States is pushing for 
regulations on the transport of horses to the eight 
licensed rendering plants in the states, which send 
more than 20 tons of meat from 100,000 horses 
overseas every year. Often, the horses take many 
days to reach the plants, usually in low-slung 
"potbelly" trucks designed for shorter-legged cows 
and hogs. At present, no rules govern how much 
rest, food or water the horses get, nor how crowded 
the trailers may be. Fighting and overcrowding kill 
or injure many horses before they ever reach the 
slaughterhouse. Yet new regulations are not ex- 
pected until 1998 or 1999. 

The agonizing ride is just one of the many abuses 
heaped upon the horses as their final rites. Each of 
the eight plants operates independently, without 
standardized euthanasia practices. The horses are 
supposed to be rendered unconscious before being 
slaughtered, but often aren't. Dr. Temple Grandin, 
a veterinarian who acted as a consultant for the 
construction of one slaughterhouse, says "abuses, 
such as excessive prodding, dragging downed, 
crippled animals or running animals over the top of 
a downed animal often occur when management is 
lax." In an industry without regulation, manage- 
ment is often lax. 

Not surprisingly, the mainstream media has tried to 
portray the arson as a tragedy. The Redmond Bulletin 
used hysterical language, blaming the fire for "burn- 
ing the hopes of children born with skull defects," as 
Cavel West was providing the Pacific Coast Tissue 
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Bank in Los Angeles with horse bone tissue to regen- 
erate the human skull and "cure birth defects." 

The tissue bank argues that Cavel West was crucial 
because it was a clean plant. "The wonderful part 
about Cavel West is that they run such a very clean and 
sanitary process," said the director. "I have visited 
some other plants that frankly should have been 
burned down." The sanitary reputation of the plant, 
however, is not supported by the plant's local record. 
The company was cited by the Department of Envi- 
ronmental Quality (DEQ) in 1992 after an inspector 
found piles of horse tails and legs, a horse head and a 
quantity of blood dumped in a field adjacent to the 
site. When workers weren't careful about re- 



moving the blood, it would flow down the sewer line 
and interfere with the sewage treatment process. In 
1 993, the plant also became a target of a DEQ odor 
investigation. The odor emitted from the plant was 
legendary. Neighbor Gil Platt, owner of Midstate 
Power Products, said his customers were turned off by 
the smell. "They say 'You've got something dead out 
here'... I've had ladies get back in their cars." Charlie 
Brown, a driver for Northern Energy agreed, "The 
smell around here in the summertime is something 
atrocious." He said he has seen animal blood dumped 
into holes in a nearby field, which attracts hordes of 
flies. "You could shoot them with a 12-gauge shotgun 
they're so thick." 

Because of these environmental problems, the 


city of Redmond may not permit the plant owners 
to rebuild. As a result of zone changes, the slaughter- 
house is no longer allowed in its former location. 
The Redmond planning commission has suggested 
it would be willing to consider changing the zoning 
language to allow the plant to rebuild only if the 
Belgian owners work with the DEQ on a compre- 
hensive pollution-control plan. 

Meanwhile, the coast is not clear for the arsonists 
nor local mainstream animal-rights activists. Craig 
Rosebraugh, a political science student at Marylhurst 
College and member of the Portland-based Libera- 
tion Collective, has been the target of federal en- 
forcement agencies investigating the arson. His 
house has been watched by federal investigators 
since May 30, when 10,000 mink were released from 
a fur farm in Mount Angel, Oregon. He was ques- 
tioned by the FBI and BATF at the Liberation Collec- 
tive office about the mink release and slaughter- 
house fire. In addition, he was subpoenaed to ap- 
pear before a grand jury investigating the Animal 
Liberation Front on September 17. Rosebraugh, 
who says the investigation resembles "horrific witch 
hunts," submitted to the grand jury's questioning 
because "I was naive enough to believe that the 
people on the grand jury would be an accurate 
representation of the Portland metropolitan area." 
During two rounds of questioning that lasted ap- 
proximately two hours, Rosebraugh pleaded the 
fifth amendment (the right to not impeach oneself) 
to 75 percent of the questions. 

Outside, 50 protesters rallied against the secret 
proceedings of the grand jury. Unlike other court 
proceedings, grand juries are closed to the public. 
Anyone subpoenaed to testify in front of the 
grand jury does not have the right to be repre- 
sented by counsel or have an attorney present 
during questioning. In addition, a witness can be 
forced to testify when granted immunity from 
prosecution, voiding fifth amendment rights. If 
immunity is granted and a witness still refuses to 
testify, they can be held "in contempt" for the 
duration of the grand jury. 

Rosebraugh says he now realizes that he should 
never have entered the "grand jury room in the first 
place." (For more information about the operations 
of grand juries and the proper way to handle a grand 
jury subpoena see EF!f Litha 1997. Remember, it's 
always a mistake to answer questions from federal 
law enforcement personnel, especially without a 
lawyer present). 

For more information about animal rights issues 
contact the Liberation Collective at POB 9055, 
Portland, OR 97207; (503) 230-9990; www.aracnet. 
com/~libcoll/. 


Largest One-Day Pigeon Shoot 
in the World Continues 

by Allison Blount 

I don't know what you did on Labor Day this year but if it didn't include senseless killing of defenseless 
critters maybe you should schedule in the Hegins Pigeon Shoot next year. In spite of years of battle by 
animal-rights groups ranging from confrontational protests to rescue programs to unsuccessful legisla- 
tion, the "largest one-day live-bird shoot in the world" celebrated its 64th year in Hegins, Pennsylvania 
this September. 

For $75 apiece 200 brave and noble hunters spent the day slaughtering and wounding birds for sport 
in between beers. Five thousand dead and dying birds lay in the park this year. For a mere five dollars one 
can join the multitudes that mill about just to enjoy the spectacle. A special band of "trapper boys" are 
paid to finish off the wounded birds using various humane methods such as wringing their necks, 
stomping on them, throwing them against barrels or just tossing them live into the barrels to suffocate 
to death. Even the International Olympic Committee knew early on that this was not a sport, since its 
one-time appearance in the 1900 Olympics. 

This year, seven activists had enough of the barbaric event. Equipped with concrete lockboxes and 
sunscreen, they lay like the birds across State Route 25 to block traffic to and from the shoot. "I've been 
coming here for 10 years, and we have liberated birds in the field, we've rescued and treated wounded 
birds, and we've documented the violations of animal-cruelty laws, and now this is the next step," said 
Anne Crimaudo, a 52-year-old activist, from where she lay with the others. After ten hours of diligent 
labor, the authorities finally managed to break the blockade and make their arrests. 

Meanwhile, at the shooting grounds, a rescue program sponsored by the Fund for Animals, complete with 
veterinarians and certified rehabilitation officers, treated the wounded birds. These activists are among many 
other individuals and organizations who have been fighting for years to stop the Hegins Shoot and others 
like it. Notably, a suit was filed in recent years at the Court of Common Pleas of Schuylkill County (site for 
Hegins and Valley View Pigeon Shoots) by Clayton Hulsizer of the Pennsylvania Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals. Brilliant orders came down from the Superior Court to the County Court on this one, 
demanding that it make a "factual determination of whether the birds are cruelly treated, or whether all 
reasonable efforts are employed to dispose of the injured birds in a non-abusive way." The suit was dismissed. 



European Wolves on the Brink 


Throughout Europe wolves are vanishing at an alarming rate. Protection is often 
inadequate, offset by the demand to hunt them. In the Krosno province of 
southeast Poland wolf hunting begins in November. Theqrrice to kill a wolf runs 
in the thousands of Deutshe-marks. The number of wolves killed every year is a 
fixed number inflated due to past pressure from hunters and wolf breeders. In 
Slovakia, for example, hunters will kill 150 wolves (more than half of their 
population). In Ukraine, the kill is limited only by the number of wolves available. 

An apex predator, the wolf is one of highest on the food chain, acting as an 
accurate indicator of ecosystem health. Of course, it is also the symbol of a 
wild and untameable nature. And the wolf is a spirit teacher for those who are 
willing to listen. 

In Poland wolves have been officially protected since 1995, except in three 
provinces. In the Krosno province, the wolf is hunted from October to the end 
of February. The population numbers vary (depending upon whom you believe). 
According to hunters there are 756 wolves; according to environmentalists only 
400 remain. The main threats to these wolves are hunting, poaching and illegal 
capture by breeders. A steady stream of anti-wolf propaganda pervades the Polish 
media, especially during the hunting season. 

The diet of the Polish grey wolf consists primarily of stags, wild boars and deer. 
Contrary to the exaggerated fears of cattle and sheep ranchers, less than one 
percent of the wolf's diet is livestock. Because of the strong anti-wolf campaign, 
and because of hunters' demands to restore licenses for hunting, the number of 
wolves has been steadily declining. 

In Slovakia, wolves have been protected since 1995. The number of wolves 
has fallen from 444 in 1988 to 280 in 1997. Their diet consistents mainly of 
wild boar and stag supplemented with fox, deer and dog. Illegal hunting is its 
primary threat with an estimated 150 wolves poached last year alone. Unfor- 
tunately, wolves in the Ukraine remain unprotected. They are relatively scarce, 
just 80 to 150 in the East Carpathian area. 


In Romania wolves are partially protected by the government. However, the 
official designation of protection is incomplete, and the enforcement of 
existing laws is also inadequate. Romania has a strong remaining wolf popula- 
tion of about 2,500. The typical wolf diet in Romania includes 70 percent goat, 
wild boar and stag and 30 percent sheep and dog. 

The number of wolves and their status in other European countries are 
(. International Wildlife, March/April 1997): Bosnia — 400 (unprotected), Finland — 
150, France — 10, Croatia — 50 to 100 (protected), Italy — 400 (protected), 
Macedonia — 200 to 500, Germany — 15 to 20, Norway — less than 25, Portugal — 
250 (protected), Slovenia — 25, Spain — 1,500 to 2,000 (partially protected) and 
Sweden — 25. 

Russia still has the largest expanses of undeveloped wilderness left in the 
world, so it should come as no surprise that the healthiest populations of wolves 
are there. It is estimated that over 50,000 wolves run free in Russia! 

We appeal to all who still feel their connection to the Earth to join the 
international campaign in defense of the wolf. We ask all those who care for the 
survival of wolves to write letters and petitions demanding full protection of the 
wolf in Poland, Slovakia, Ukraine and Romania. 

Write to government officials in Poland and demand that they end all wolf 
hunts. In addition, the Polish government must halt all developments that 
threaten to destroy the habitat that the European grey wolf needs for survival. 

Write letters of concern to Wojewoda Krosnienski, Piotr Komornicki, ul. 
Bieszczadzka 1, 38-400 Krosno, Poland; and Prime Minister Urzad Rady 
Ministrow, Al. Ujazdowskie 1/3, 00-950 Warsaw, Poland. 

For more information contact the Workshops For All Beings ( Pracowni na rzecz 
wszyskich istot), POB 40, 13-304, Bielsko-Biala; phone/fax (8) (33) 183-153; e- 
mail: janusz@pnrwi.most.org.pl; and the International Wolf Federation, rue 
Froide Fontaine 1-4577 Outrelouxhe, Belgique, Lesoochranarske zoskupenie 
VLK, c.d. 201, 082 13 Tulcik, Slovakia. 


Free Trade Forestry 

by Paige Fischer 

This fall, forest activists have a chance to con- 
front free trade's threat to forests in the Pacific 
Northwest, British Columbia and around the Pa- 
cific Rim. On November 24, the leaders of the 
Pacific Rim's most economically powerful na- 
tions will meet in Vancouver, BC to negotiate and 
promote free trade through the Asia Pacific Eco- 
nomic Cooperation (APEC). APEC is a developing 
trade body that aims to expand and speed eco- 
nomic growth and integration throughout the 
Pacific Rim. 

APEC is targeting forest products this fall, strategizing 
on how to reduce trade barriers on wood, paper and 
other forest products. Since the talks do not involve 
forest advocates or other citizens' groups, they could 
lead to disastrous declines in trade regulations and 
forest management standards all over the Pacific Rim. 

APEC's 18 member countries comprise the most 
dynamic economies on Earth, making up 55 percent 
of the world's total income and 46 percent of its trade. 
Their economic growth will continue to demand 
greater consumption of wood products. Six APEC 
countries are home to 59 percent of the world's last 
forest frontiers. In the US, Chile, Canada, China and 
Russia (which has applied to become an APEC mem- 
ber), temperate forests are threatened by logging ven- 
tures, inadequate environmental laws and increased 
international financing of the forest industries. 

How Does APEC Work? 

APEC aims to make trade, investment and techni- 
cal cooperation easier and more profitable for busi- 
nesses on the Pacific Rim. Throughout the year, 
government and business leaders meet to discuss 
ways in which countries can loosen up rules that 
govern imports, exports and corporate operations. 
Negotiations culminate in a Leader’s Summit every 
November. Canada will host the seventh annual 
APEC Summit and has pledged to address the envi- 
ronmental consequences of the region's growth there. 
Yet APEC's main goal remains facilitating trade by 
easing restrictions and eliminating barriers — includ- 
ing environmental regulations. 

Unlike the North American Free Trade Agreement, 
APEC does not employ binding sanctions or treaties. 
Countries instead pressure one another to take steps to 
open their economies to international business. Be- 
cause its negotiations are informal, APEC can avoid the 
democratic processes that even the World Trade Orga- 
nization (WTO) must follow. APEC does not have to 
consult with citizens' groups or publicly disclose infor- 
mation about negotiations. 


What Does APEC Have to Do with 
Forests? 

Earlier this year, Canada, New Zealand, Indonesia 
and the US jointly proposed to put forest products on 
a free trade fast track. [See MAI article on page 26.] 

In 1996, the US agreed to eliminate tariffs on the 
import and export of wood products by the year 2000. 
Canada prioritized forest products as one of six sectors 
to be fully deregulated within the same time frame. 
But Pacific Rim consumption, especially in the US and 
Japan, already drives significant amounts of logging in 
British Columbia and the Pacific Northwest. With 
further trade liberalization devoid of environmental 
safeguards, a burgeoning Pacific Rim economy will 
place even greater pressures on these areas. 

Other APEC countries are even more likely to use 
APEC's trade liberalization policies to reduce controls 
on natural resource use. Japan already challenges 
environmental safeguards like the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act through trade bodies like the WTO. 
Chile's Foreign Relations Minister has challenged a US 
Federal Court injunction that blocks the import of raw 
wood products into the United States due to the 
danger of pest infestation. A WTO decision to nullify 
this injunction would put Pacific Northwest forests 
directly at risk of disease from exotic pests. Mean- 
while, Malaysia has a long history of suppressing 
political dissidents and activists. It is the world's 
largest exporter of tropical wood and actively discour- 
ages all regulations on the timber trade. 

What Does Free Trade in Forest 
Products Mean? 

Fast track for forest products ("Early Voluntary Trade 
Liberalization" in APEC-speak) will be discussed at the 
Summit. If approved, APEC will eliminate tariffs, as 
well as non-tariff measures on timber trade through 
regional agreements or global bodies like the WTO. 
Examples of non-tariff measures include the restric- 
tion on pest-infested log imports or any building code 
that protects a domestic industry by discouraging the 
use of imported materials. 

Liberalization of the forest product sector could also 
lead to a unified but weak set of standards for timber 
production and processing. All APEC countries would 
adopt one measure, claiming to avoid excessive envi- 
ronmental regulations that slow down some develop- 
ing economies. Yet these standards would probably be 
set by the United States and Canada, nations known 
for their disastrous domestic forest policies. 

All discussions leading to November's decisions are 
informal. Since no committee exists within APEC to 
address forest issues, ad hoc groups meet informally to 
discuss proposals for the forest product sector. Partici- 
pants in these discussions include government offi- 
cials, policy experts and industry groups. 



Get ready to see a lot of this if you think "free" trade is a good idea. 


What Can People Who Care About 
Forests Do About APEC? 

It is vital to call attention to forest destruction that 
will occur as a result of trade agreements. Forest 
advocates can build networks in their regions as well 
as around the Pacific Rim to increase awareness about 
APEC and to develop ways to combat free trade's 
destruction of forests. By acting in partnership, forest 
advocates around the Pacific Rim can generate the 
international awareness and opposition necessary to 
reform policies that neglect the environment. 

"APEC: A Special Session on Forests" will bring 
together activists from Canada, the US, Japan, Ma- 
laysia and Chile to discuss these issues. Hosted by 
the Pacific Environment and Resources Center and 
the Sierra Club of Canada (in Ottawa), the session 
on November 20 in Vancouver will be part of the 
sustainability issues forum at the People's Summit 
on APEC. Speakers and small group discussions with 
audio-visual presentations will educate people about 
APEC's implications for forests. A set of demands 
will be produced for APEC leaders about Pacific Rim 
forest protection. 

For more information and registration packets con- 
tact Paige Fischer of the Pacific Environment and 
Resources Center, 1055 Fort Cronkhite, Sausalito, CA 
94965; (415) 332-8200; fax 332-8167; e-mail: 
perc@igc.apc.org. 
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Uprising, Uprooting and Upheaval Against Genetically Warped Crops 


D isempowered people around the world 
are reclaiming their voices, despite the 
increased stranglehold multinational cor- 
porations have over our lives. As chemical manufac- 
turers and bio-tech firms inconspicuously expose us 
to pesticides and genetically altered organisms, the 
incidence of disobedient reactions is rising. 

One such event took place in Staffordshire, En- 
gland recently when an experimental Monsanto 
crop was uprooted, broken and mixed with control 
plants, invalidating the experiment on oilseed rape. 
Despite Monsanto's claim that the genetically engi- 
neered crop was entirely risk-free, local residents 
were concerned that the pollen from the transgenic 
crop would spread to wild or traditionally-bred spe- 
cies. An activist at a public protest in August near 
Coventry said, "Our natural world is being tampered 
with for private profit... We are not prepared to see 
the people and plants of Staffordshire — or anywhere 
else in the UK — used as guinea pigs in somebody 
else's experiment." 

Across the Irish Sea, Patricia McKenna of Ireland's 
Green Party defended environmental activists who 
dug up and destroyed genetically engineered sugar 
beets on October 1, saying the activists "deserve 
full praise." 

The action was carried out by the Gaelic Earth 
Liberation Front (GELF). Ireland's Environmental 
Protection Agency confirmed that the site at 
Oakpark, Carlow had been examined by its expert 


on genetically modified organisms, and a removal 
of the experimental crop is underway. The US 
chemical giant Monsanto planted the sugar beet 
crop that had been engineered to resist Roundup 
herbicide. The company has several similar test 
crops throughout Europe. 

The action was condemned by Ireland's newly- 
established bio-industry association which plans to 
launch a public information campaign on the ben- 
efits of biotechnology next year. The Irish environ- 
mental group Genetic Concern, which claims no 
association with GELF or the slashing of the crop, is 
challenging the Irish EPA's license allowing Monsanto 
to conduct the experiment. The crop would have 
been harvested before the December 10 judicial re- 
view began. A spokesperson from Genetic Concern 
said the act "reflected frustration and anger" at the 
lack of public debate on biotechnology in Ireland 


continued from front page 

for the roulette. With the addition of certain genes, 
produce could become easier to transport, less costly to 
process and have a longer shelf life (How much easier 
it would be if oranges were square). 

Proponents of genetic engineering claim that herbi- 
cide-tolerant crops open up weed-killing options for farmers, since farmers could 
soak their fields with chemicals that would only affect weeds that don't contain 
new-fangled, herbicide-resistant genes. Not coincidentally, most of these transgenic 
crops are being developed by, or in conjunction with, the same chemical compa- 
nies that sell the herbicides the plants have been engineered to resist. 

Here's a real-life example: Monsanto has inserted a gene into an oilseed rape 
plant to make it resistant to the herbicide Roundup, which it also manufactures. 
Farmers plant seeds derived from this plant and then buy huge amounts of 
Roundup to spray on their crops, so the herbicide kills all the plants except the 
oil-seed rape that is resistant to it. Proponents acknowledge that crops will require 
the continued use of the chemicals, but claim fewer applications will be 
necessary. That is, until the weeds become resistant to the herbicide too. Some 
dream of the day when researchers will be able to insert genes into plants so that 
less toxic chemicals can replace the poisons in use today. This, however, only 
furthers our dependence on toxins. At the corporate feeding trough, even genes 
have become a commodity. 

Resistance to pests such as fungi, viruses and insects is another promise of 
biology's new toy. This use of the technology creates plants that produce toxins 
themselves, rather than making them resistant to an applied toxin. When crops 
have built-in pesticides, say proponents, farmers won't have to rely on chemicals, 
right? These potential benefits are short-lived at best, only lasting as long as pests 
aren't resistant to the toxins engineered into the plants. 

New traits such as resistance to disease or insects could enable a plant to overcome 
ecological limitations on population growth. These traits might give an engineered 
plant the upper hand, driving out native species. With the invasion of non-native 
species as the second most prominent cause of dwindling biodiversity, after loss of 
habitat, the threat of engineered plants disturbing ecosystems becomes a real 
nightmare. For example, if a new genetic combination in com yielded a plant with 
greater frost resistance, the altered plants could transfer the new genes via pollen or 
insects to their wild relatives, enabling the wild plants to survive in colder climates 
and possibly displace other species. These effects could reverberate throughout an 
entire ecosystem since, once wild plants are crowded out by engineered ones, other 
species dependent on the native plants could be lost. 

Ready-made pesticides and drugs are rarely selective enough to avoid killing 
unintended targets. In fact, new chemicals produced by a plant might kill 
beneficial organisms associated with it. Transgenic crops used as "factories" for 
pharmaceuticals and other chemicals intended for human use can expose 
microbes, insects, birds and other non-targets to drugs, vaccines, enzymes, etc. 
These chemicals could quite possibly wash into rivers, lakes and stream's, 
affecting aquatic critters. Additionally, virus-resistant transgenic crops invite 
development of new viruses, as they, too, evolve for survival. 

Those in favor of genetic engineering will tell you that the risks posed by 
manipulated organisms are no greater than those of naturally occurring ones. All 
living things contain mutations that are the engine driving the evolutionary train. 
Perhaps the greatest difference is that evolution is patient, allowing more control 
over the expression of new genes; genetic engineering, on the other hand, works 
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and that the group wasn't surprised by the action. 
"There's a lot of people very annoyed the tests went 
ahead without public debate... Clearly some group 
has decided not to await the outcome of a court case 
and to take the law into their own hands." 

In Australia, too, residents have the same disre- 
gard for the law that the bio-tech corporations have 
for public and environmental safety. A consumer 
group calling itself Mothers Against Genetic Engi- 
neering uprooted an experimental crop at the Uni- 
versity of Queensland's Gatton campus. The group 
mixed control plants with experimental ones, in- 
validating the results of the study as part of the 
Global Days of Action Against Genetix (October 2- 
16). The crop of oilseed rape had been manipulated 
to resist the herbicide Basta. An unnamed spokes- 
person from the group said, "We are outraged that 
already 60 percent of processed food in Australian 
supermarkets may be genetically engineered. For 
the sake of our families, we had to take action." 

Clearly the sentiment against bio-engineering is 
wide-spread in Austria, where citizens voted on a 
referendum barring the admission of genetically 
engineered crops into their country, including a 
ban on the release of all altered organisms and the 
patenting of living beings. The opposition to ge- 
netic manipulation is heating up as concerned people 
everywhere defend the sanctity of life, the wisdom 
of the Earth and her processes and their fundamen- 
tal right to food. 


against the clock. Evolution doesn't teach us about 
combining genes from dramatically different organ- 
isms. It would never have produced a creature that was 
half goat, half sheep, like the "gheep" bred in the '80s. 

The US Patent and Trademark Office has already 
announced that all forms of life on Earth are "patent- 
able." Already pharmaceutical companies are 
"bioprospecting, " patenting genes from blood samples 
of indigenous populations in the developing world in 
search of unique genes. A gene from a native Panama- 
nian woman has already been patented in an effort partly funded by the US 
Department of Commerce. If we don't get this genie back in its bottle, our kids will 
grow up thinking that the intrinsic value of life is no greater than the value of the 
other manufactured junk collecting dust on the shelves at Wal-Mart. 

Some possible uses of the technology are extremely insidious; the Pentagon 
admits it has been conducting "defensive" research programs in biological 
warfare, exploring the use of pathogens such as botulism and yellow fever. 

Thanks to the global economy, the risks of this technology span the globe. Since 
practically all the research is done in the Northern Hemisphere, we're even more 
clueless about the effects it will have on other locales. Developing nations, buying 
their seeds from northern suppliers, will be hit hardest by this ignorance and 
increased dependency on the industrialized world. 

The question persists: "Doesn't genetic engineering offer the possibility of 
feeding the world?" Probably not. Most of the research is being done on crops that 
grow in the North, and world hunger is a far more complex issue than mere crop 
yield. Besides, would any industry invest billions of dollars into any technology 
for the sake of altruism? The introduction of new genes into cultivated plants, or 
worse, the wild relatives that constitute the basic diversity from which our food 
plants derive, threatens the genetic base of the world's food supply. 

The bottom line is that we don’t have enough experience to make any meaning- 
ful predictions. We would be wise to err on the side of caution. The farmer's field 
is even less controlled than the experimental plot, and molecular biologists are not 
qualified to assess the impact of their creations on an entire ecosystem. 

So how extensive should regulations be on genetic engineering? The uncertain- 
ties involved will become far less acceptable as the technology is brought out of the 
laboratories. The public should weigh the potential risks and benefits of each 
scenario, determining which applications encourage sustainable agriculture and 
which further chemical dependency. Currently the public doesn't hold the reins 
on this technology, but the stakes are too enormous to place our confidences in the 
hands of government, corporations or geneticists. 

The world has seen the systematic elimination of "undesirable" traits before. The 
idea of creating more perfect species was attempted 50 years ago by a man named 
Adolf Hitler, resulting in the deliberate removal of nine million people from the 
human gene pool. When people in labs, boardrooms or military offices decide 
which genes are good or bad, they're practicing eugenics. These cases are not too 
similar because nearly all scientists pursue bioengineering with good intentions. 
But when humans try to improve on nature, the consequent suffering is often 
incomprehensible. 

With the advent of biotechnology comes an urgent ecological and social 
responsibility. We must make a choice. Do we want to have a stranglehold on the 
living world, or are we going to take part in it like the rest of creation? 
Biotechnology sets us once again at a crossroads, facing the path of sustainability 
and compassion, or that of domination and profits. We no longer have to wait 
for nature to do her thing. It was a wise person who said, "He that increases 
knowledge increases sorrow." If we don't apply the brakes to the new genetic 
technology, the Frankenstein we create may be beyond our ability to control. 




by Sarah Bantz 

On April 15, 1997, over 200 employees of lead 
mining companies packed the auditorium at the 
Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC) 
headquarters. Twelve state senators and represen- 
tatives pushing for the expansion of mining on 
state lands were also present. The Conservation 
Commission, which oversees the MDC, was ex- 
pected to vote in favor of touring MDC lands with 
the Doe Run Company. This meeting culminated 
six months of effort on the part of Commission 
Chair John Powell to convince the MDC that 
mining is a good use of the public's resources. In 
spite of the many pro-mining supporters, how- 
ever, the vote swung against the mining compa- 
nies — a great victory for the Ozark mountains, its 
critters and other residents. 

The decision came at a pivotal point for environ- 
mentalists overwhelmed with the expanded min- 
ing on federal, state and private lands in the heart of 


the Ozark mountains. The Doe Run and ASARCO 
mining companies extract nearly 85 percent of the 
lead used in this country from Missouri. They leave 
behind watersheds too full of waste to be fishable, 
poisoned communities that voluntarily evacuate 
and mounds of toxic slag that continue to pollute 
the northern Ozarks. 

More Victories 

A second victory for environmentalists came in 
mid June when two reports were released. A Sierra 
Club report listed the 500+ violations of the Clean 
Air Act,. Clean Water Act, Safe Drinking Water Act 

and Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Act by the two com- 
panies over the past ten 
years. The second 
study by the Missouri 
Department of Health 
documented significant 
links between lead poison- 
ing and lead mining in ru- 
ral Missouri, thus holding 
the companies culpable. 

The environmental as- 
sessment (EA) released by 
the US Forest Service, on 
the other hand, claims that 
lead exploration is safe. It 
followed typical Forest Ser- 
vice logic by beginning 
with a conclusion (i.e., ex- 
ploration for lead is not bad 
for the forest) and working 
backward to prove the state- 
ment. For example, accord- 
ing to the EA, black bears 
will benefit from mining 
exploration as small open- 
ings within a closed canopy 
will create blackberry 
patches. And, though the 
Missouri Ozarks are among 
the few places with healthy 
songbird populations, the 
Forest Service believes fur- 
ther fragmentation through 
exploration is acceptable. 

Endemic and endangered 
Ozark cave fish are not even 
mentioned in the EA. 

History of Exploration 

Both Doe Run and 
ASARCO expect lead re- 
serves to run dry in the next 


30 years and are avidly exploring and pursuing 
mineral rights in the Ozarks on state, federal and 
private land. While the exact location of lead 
beneath the ground is proprietary information, it 
appears that the largest deposits are situated in the 
most pristine area of Missouri, called the Big Springs 
region. This region is centered on the Eleven Point, 
Current and Jack's Fork rivers, all of which are 
federally protected and geologically unique. Big 
Springs, with the largest spring in North America 
and a dozen other massive springs, is fed by an 
intricate network of underground waterways. While 
the EA claims that this water is not coming from 
beneath the exploration area, most research sup- 
ports the opposite conclusion — the proposed ex- 
ploration sites lie at the heart of an intense aquifer. 

History of Exploitation 

The destructive history of lead mining in this 
area is a long and sad one. Citizens in the town of 
Herculaneum suffer from the consequences of a 


smelter that spews poisons into their airshed and 
have recently filed a lawsuit charging Doe Run 
with lowering property values. The company was 
fined $300,000 several years ago for, among other 
things, affixing "recyclable" labels over ones read- 
ing "hazardous waste." Workers in Cherryville, 
Missouri really believed they were cleaning rail- 
cars used for transporting rock, when later it was 
determined that the cars had actually contained 
hazardous waste. For years this toxic mining waste 
was used for fill for an area used as a playground. 

Citizen groups are expanding their decade-long 
resistance against ASARCO and Doe Run. Public 


health activists are joining with environmental- 
ists to stop the lead poisoning. Rachel's Hazardous 
Waste News sums up our predicament: 

"In sum, if you mine lead out of the ground it will 
eventually spread into the environment. It will get 
into soil, then into food and water. Eventually it 
will get into humans (not to mention wildlife), 
where it will take its toll on health. This is inevi- 
table. The only way to avoid this outcome is to stop 
mining lead out of the deep earth. Zero discharge." 

Even though it is on the back burner of public 
consciousness, lead, a toxic substance and a known 
carcinogen, presents major environmental and 
health problem. It can affect the central nervous 
system, kidneys, liver and the hemoglobin syn- 
thesis process. It can be fatal, especially to chil- 
dren and small animals. 

Nonetheless, the lead industry lobbies against 
legislation restricting the lead business. Falsified 
industry studies claim that lead is not poisonous 
and that children inclined to eat lead or put it in 
their mouths were brain damaged to begin with. In 
another effort, the lead industry tried to pass a law 
requiring the use of lead-based paint in all govern- 
ment operations, including public housing, before 
yielding to regulation. 

Industrial Society and National Defense 

Today, 90 percent of mined lead is utilized for lead 
acid storage batteries in combustion engines. Fortu- 
nately, batteries are easily recycled. Unfortunately, car 
use worldwide, including in the US, is growing. Lead 
is used in the chemical industry, medical processes 
and in the manufacture of pipe, weights, glass and 
china. It is considered essential to our industrial soci- 
ety and for national defense. The lead industry re- 
cently proposed adding lead to asphalt, a move which 
would further spread lead into the environment. 
Despite its removal from gasoline and paint in the late 
1960s, demand for lead is growing. At this rate, the 
market will not reduce the use of lead because the 
industry keeps creating new uses for it. 
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pile on fire. It took them three tries to start a sad fire 
that ultimately sputtered out on its own. They drove 
off and ignited a firecracker a while later. 

Two days later, Monty Haight came to visit. Monty 
used to be a security guard for the roadbuilder. He's 
infamous for firing shots and threatening to kill 
people at the "dirty pagan" action in '95. He's also 
facing domestic violence charges... swell guy. After 
locating our watch person at the front gate, he and 
an accomplice fired off a number of rounds. Our 
watch person didn't hang around long enough to 
find out if the bullets were actually aimed at him. 

Later that week, a drunken logger pulled up to the 
gate, bellowing, "You chickenshits come down and 
talk." After awhile, the bellowing stopped. An inves- 
tigation soon revealed that he was pickled uncon- 
scious in the cab of the logging foreman's truck, 
which he'd borrowed for the occasion. Eventually, 
the cops came and took him home. We are continu- 
ally overwhelmed by the dexterity and strategic 
savvy of our opponents. Nevertheless, we persist. 

All in all, it was a hectic week. Along with the local 
welcome wagons, the Freddies came by nearly every 
day to use their cameras, warn us that the 14-day 
camping limit was long overdue and generally look 
intimidating. It's worth noting that, within min- 
utes of the attempted slash pile arson, a law enforce- 
ment officer named Peter Dean pulled up, claiming 
he just happened to be in the area. Peter Dean is the 
same Freddie who took a chainsaw to a tripod with 
a person in it when Jack Squat was busted last year. 
Don't let the long hair fool you; this guy is a jerk. 

Meanwhile, the summer waxed and waned. The 
blockade itself only waxed, though. Another bipod 
sprouted from the roadway right behind the two 
tripods and snatched an activist right off the ground 
in a tangle of cables that effectively prevented any 
heavy machinery from coming in from behind. Oh, 
my God! Codependent bipod triplets! The first any- 
where, and it's impossible to take the third bipod 
down without endangering the tripods, etc., etc. 

This blockade was largely carried out by a strong 
contingent of the Rainbow Family of Love and Light. 
That's right, we're talking Rainbows on security; 
Rainbows locked down on an ugly and illegitimate 
roadway on the edge of the Big Wild. Laugh if you 
wish, but the Rainbows were here; EFiers were not. 

To top it all off, mining claims have been filed in 
the headwaters of Controversy Creek in or near the 
Jack sale. Not a single unit of the sale has been cut, 
and already some yahoo has a claim to mine quartz 
in here, presumably for gold extraction. Basic reme- 
dial quiz: "What's the problem with roads into 
roadless areas?" 

The Jack Road is in sad shape, mostly because it's a 
shabby piece of roadbuilding. It's slumping and slid- 
ing into Controversy Creek. One more winter, and 
Mama will take this road out surer than anything. 

During the predawn hours of September 1 7, the 
blockade was rudely awakened by camouflaged su- 
per Freddies wielding high-powered flashlights and 
large guns. The support crew was rounded up on the 
hillside, and, after allowing us to get our kitchen 
supplies off the road, a closure was issued. Daylight 
brought about 30 cops, a boom-truck cherry-picker, 
an excavator, a timber cabling expert and Nez Perce 
National Forest smoke jumpers. 

After clearing the first few obstacles, the excavator 
could go no further because a concrete-filled, 55- 
gallon barrel with a locking device (a "dragon") was 
buried in the road with a person attached to it. 
Blazing chainsaws began the tedious task of chewing 
apart the main slash pile which, to the chagrin of the 
chainsaws and their operators, was supercharged 
with yarn, nails, wire and various other saw-un- 
friendly additives. Several saws left that encounter in 
far worse shape then they came in (hee, hee). After 
hours and hours of cutting and moving slash, they 
were finally faced with the prospect of removing the 
dragon and its occupant — a task that ultimately took 
two and a half hours with an industrial mining drill. 

During the rock drilling operation, two federal 
cops climbed ladders onto the vertical-culvert, 
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"Dragon's Roost." To their dismay, they found that 
someone was also locked down to the culvert. The 
feds used a diamond grinder to make a window into 
the Roost. Then they pulled out some rocks, 
undipped the rooster and carried him off. 

The cops dealt with the first bipod around 2:00 
p.m. Their original insane plan of cutting and recon- 
necting cables was foiled by the sitter who U-locked 
his neck to the front support cable. After yet another 
confused cop huddle, an excavator was used to build 
anew 30-foot section of road. This allowed the cherry 
picker to move in. The cops eventually cut the lock 
and carted "Chipmunk" off to join his fellow forest 
defenders, dragging him for almost 200 feet by the 
bandanna around his neck. 

The feds then started the most dangerous and crazed 
part of their determined efforts on the second bipod. 
The first problem they faced was that the first bipod 
was connected to the second, and thus directly in their 
way. The bipod's occupant, "Echo," was locked down 
around both legs of the structure, under the support- 
ing cables. Apparently this was not enough to discour- 
age a mob of pre-programmed timber thugs with 
machines and guns. They simply (just try and picture 
this, please) used the cable connecting the two bipods 
to support Echo's (a task for which it was not in- 
tended), cut both of her support cables, sawed off the 
top of the pod (holy shit), and plucked her body from 
her perch — a series of maneuvers that would make 
anyone's hair turn white. 

Having disposed of the first four structures and 
superficially repairing the road, they tackled the 
double tripods and the final bipod. Unfortunately, 
one tripod was not occupied. Fortunately, it was 
positioned in such a way that it could not be 
tampered with without killing "Millhouse" in the 
last pod so (surprise, surprise!) they built 
yet another circumventing road. Unfor- 
tunately for them, the third bipod was a 
scant few feet taller than the others (prac- 
tice makes perfect), and Millhouse was 
able to position himself, death defyingly, 
just out of reach. The boom truck went 
up, then came down, then up, then down 
and a new gaggle of cops gathered to try 
and figure it out. 

When the sun had long set, Millhouse, 
who had no gear, agreed to come down. 

The exhausted cops left with their prison- 
ers immediately thereafter, not bothering 
to enforce the closure order and leaving all 
their Subway wrappers for us to clean up. 

Through the 20 hours of craziness, activ- 
ists stood by shouting support for the 
lockdowns and warnings to the cops. There 
is power in people willing to put their lives 
on the line for their beliefs. Amazement 
and tears were even seen on the faces of 
some of the people from the "other side." 

The High Jack bust seems to have been 
the spark that ignited the hearts of people 
around the area. The "Highjack Five" were 
the first of 15 arrests in 15 days. On Sept. 

18, a tripod appeared on the University of 
Montana campus in solidarity with the 
activists blocking illegal logging. Four days 
later two huge banners in support of Cove/ 

Mallard appeared on highway overpasses 
in Boise, Idaho. Later that day, two activ- 
ists locked themselves to the doors of Boise's 
federal building stating that if the federal 
government wouldn't do their jobs then 
they should take the day off. Two nights 
after that, another tripod sprouted out of 
the Jack Road and a brave woman perched 
on it high above the road. The shocked 
Forest Service took all day to show up with 
their cherry picker. 

A week later, despite heavy security by 
both Shearer Lumber and the freddies, an- 
other tripod managed to sprout up in the 
road, hoisting a brave guy named Huckle- 
berry and a lockbox. Additionally, a ham- 
mock was hung on a traverse line between 
the legs of the tripod. Inside this hammock 


were two folks with their necks U-locked together, 
hanging 20 feet above the road. It took the feds eight 
hours, several tree climbers, a cherry picker and some 
very risky tactics, including cutting apart 
"Huckleberry's" tripod while he was locked to two of 
the poles, to break the blockade. 

That same week in Missoula, there were several 
lock downs at the federal building and a tripod was 
erected. Support from the local community in the 
form of housing, food donations and positive media 
have kept the campaign going. 

Despite the successes of this summer, incredible 
destruction has occurred. The cutting has been slowed 
but not stopped. With more help from activists in the 
field, the Noble timber sale could have been stalled, 
but it was cut and burned. The trucks and feller 
buncher have moved into the Jack timber sale. The 
Forest Service has thus far put in at least 25 miles of 
their 145 miles of planned roads. There are six'of nine 
sales that have yet to be touched. If they finish 
cuttingjack Road they will go deeper and deeper into 
the wilderness. Resistance continues! 

The Big Wild needs your help! We desperately 
need donations of gear (especially climbing), cash 
and most importantly, you, to help defend this 
large, intact ecosystem. Please send help and your 
constructive ideas to the Cove/Mallard Coalition, 
POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843; (208) 882-9755; 
cove@moscow.com and the Northern Rockies Pres- 
ervation Project at POB 625, Boise, ID 83701; 
(208) 345-8077. 

So, is Cove/Mallard a lost cause? Look, frybread, it 
was always a lost cause. It's still a lost cause, despite the 
fact that it was supposed to be finished this summer, 
and they've only cut two of nine sales. 

PS — Hey kids! Be the first on your block to get the 
latest Cove/Mallard video "Road Use Restricted," 
detailing the highlights and low lifes of the '96 Jack 
Squat blockade. Don't delay; get it today! 

Grumblesocks, Chipmunk, Monkey Boy, Zan, C. 
Hellebore, Gary and Jeremy contributed to this article. 



On September 30, the Environmental Action Community and 30 protesters 
erected a tripod on the lawn of the Missoula Federal Building, home to Region 
1 Forest Supervisor Hal Salwasser, as a farewell reminder that he won't be 
missed when he leaves at the end of October. Three activists locked their necks 
to the doors and railings of the front entrance. Two others locked down to the 
tripod, one at the base and one at the apex. Banners demanding the protection 
of Cove/Mallard immediately replaced the Forest Service signs. 

The tripod was staffed with activists 24 hours a day. It stood for ten days 
and only came down after another spectacular action. 

Missoula activists had immense success with an outreach program that 
has resulted in nearly 2,000 signatures from people passing by the tripod. 
On October 3, an urban Critical Mass bicycle ride numbering 250 people 
passed by the Federal Building, chanting its support. Media coverage was 
widespread, and appearances by the Indigo Girls and Winona LaDuke 
boosted exposure. 


photo by Joe Petrilli 
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Cappuccino Impenale 

Hey! So how s that 
Cappuccino Imperiale 
you're drinking? 

Can you taste the blood? 

The DDT? 

How s your sperm count? 


Too bad about the Jaguar- 
Mo, not your car. . . 

the one that s gone extinct! 
and hows your kid? 

Is he recovering 

from that bullet in his belly 

shot from the mote 

of the dictator propping 

dictator prompting 

school budget ravaging 

Pentagon Eye of Horus? 

Huh? 

What am i talking about? 

No No No, hah! 

Imperialism is NOT 
a margarine. . 

It's just the way 

you get yourself going. . . 

. . every morning 

—Andy Caffrey 


The prairie urincC riffles grass in tfie buffalo zuaCCou), 
the Wind’s lonely susseration speaks of an emptiness here 

Defined by an absence of the one who should be present, 
the creator of these sacred hallows 

‘Which dot those prairie parcels which have 
escaped the /filing bite of plow 

!A luminous white figure dances under a prairie moon to 
a pristine form ruled by the lord of the prairie beasts 

‘The spirit of the dancer implores us to don the Cjfwst 
Shirt and take up the mystic quest 

and roll back the suppurating sores which plague the flesh 
of these plains, animal feed lots for capital gains 

and to rollover the chemical farms which poison the ground 
Water, the grassland’s life blood 

and to roll back the chemical farmer, that sharecropper to 
the mortgage holder, a squatter defined only by his debts 

these usurpers of prairie dog towns, home to ferrets, fop(es, 
burrowing owls, all gone because of poisons and the plow 

to insist that the sharecropper pay respect to what nature 
made and to go organic or just go 

we must don the Qhost Dance Shirt and arm ourselves with 
its vision, but this time add the lance 

to bring back lord buffalo and his entourage, his friends 
the elf bighorn sheep, antelope, wolf and bear 


Cl'ejat as Cud (Jleass 
fAwD Just fAs 'Dsmnq'E'ro'us 


Plug in or Die 

Chino Electrified 
The Great Three Gorge/ 

Choked 

Ulith fllcgadambuttplug. 

Plug in or Die 

Ancient ma/terpiece/ 

Drowned in muck 
million/ di/ploced 
Rural throng/ /ucked 
Into Cocofncro/tfoodPrepockogedlTlicrouiaveGEfupervideoCon/umerland 

Plug in or Die 


Driven off the load. 

The /acred, rooted all-providing Earth 
Into the citg of concrete tendon 
and wire vein 

Where eleclrocorn/yrup culture 
Will help them forget. 

Open the floodgate/ of corporate Hell 

— Rondol Re/tle// 



To alter not the sacred symbols of the shirt, 
but add our warcry and our creed 

no fucking compromise 

— Sid ‘Bridges 




c'bJ 


Send Poems to: 

Warrior Poets Society 

ASVC Box 361 Berkeley CA 94720 4510 


BLOCKADER 

sloe kader 

Show 'em/ what you/’ ye/ made/ ‘o 
Though/ every greeru /e/-hater 
T reaty yon like/ a/ traitor. 

'Blockade/! 

The/ 'dergery are/ on/ a crusade/, 
let 'em/ see/ you/ re/ not afraid - 
Thow shaft not wilt or fade/. 

That s- the/ way: 

Sit in/ the/ trees- aXt night and odd day, 
Be/ buried/ up to your necks' in/ clay, 
Throw the/ chainsaws' unto the/bay. 

So blockade/, 

It S' the/ greeniey’ noble/ trade? 

Be/ it a cavudle/light parade/ 

Or a monkey wrenching/ raid. 

Stockade/: 

Stay put, do not be/ swayed, 
Bring/padlock/, Spike/ and Spade/ 

When yow come/ to the/ blockade/. 

So stand up for the/ forest, 

Are/ you/ ‘gainst as or are/ yon for as? 
Where/ the/ chainsaws gash and gore/ as 
How I love/ to hear the/ chorus 
Blockade/! 

—“B lockader” 
from/ visitors book 
blockade/ site/ 

Cape/ Tribulation 
North Queensland 
November 1986 


Am Ask, a Asssais f mk 0h& kt%mu 

continued from page 3 


questions and then blames those 
who showed some (non-game- 
playing) courage. It is time to 
abandon the old, safe liberal im- 
potence and move on past a para- 
digm that seals our fate the longer 
we remain tied to it. 

— Barry Bondhus 

Dear shit fer brains: 

Here is a question for the 


lifestyle cops who accuse the EF!J 
staff of being "impostors": 

Until you have done such 
things as sit in a threatened tree 
while a "public servant" empties 
"fifteen" cans of pepper spray on 
you (see Litha '97 EFIJ), and at 
the same time consistently pro- 
duce an outstanding and impor- 
the same time consistently pro- 
duce an outstanding and impor- 
tant publication like the Journal 
, are you certain that your sharp 
criticism is appropriate? 

Thanks for doing such a great 
job, to the whole staff at the 
Journal ! The work you do is very 
much appreciated. 

— Kirk Johnson 

Good Folks: 

Congratulations on the con- 
tinued excellence of the Journal ! 
1 especially enjoyedjames Barnes' 
"Die-back," a theme I've long es- 
poused. Your wide-ranging and 
timely alerts are very helpful, as 
are your critiques of the conven- 
tional enviros. 

Please keep it up! 

— Bob Mueller 

Dear SFB — 

I was very glad to see the ad 
for the Anti-Racist-Action con- 
ference in the last issue. I don't 
know if it was paid for or free — 
I hope ya'll gave it to them free. 
ARA is an awesome organiza- 
tion — one the EFIers could learn 
much from. When the KKK is 
going to march in a town or 
Nazi skinheads are holding a 
music festival, ARA is there in 
their faces saying "no you're 
not." And they've been quite 
successful in stopping the 
boneheads in several places. 
They also have a great newslet- 
ter that is published sporadi- 
cally called ARA News. To get a 
free copy write Box 82097, Co- 
lumbus, Ohio 43202 or call 
(614) 424-9074. I went to their 
conference last year in Colum- 
bus, unfortunately I was too far 
away to attend this year's con- 
ference. At the conference last 
year I saw several familiar faces 
from EF!/anarchist gatherings. 


EF! Journal focused mainly on 
environmental stuff, but when 
the Journal can provide sup- 
port (i.e., free ads) for other im- 
portant movements, such as 
ARA, I believe it should. Be- 
cause we all need to look at the 
bigger picture. If all the wilder- 
ness is "saved," it doesn't mean 
jack if we live in a fascist state. 

Ya’ll are doing a good job — the 
Journal looks great. 

— Amelia Hellbender 


Dear E.F., 

I know the editors request that 
we write brief epistles but at my 
age I can't even piss briefly. Please 
bear with me. 

I recently read Wes Jackson's 
fine book "Becoming Native to 
This Place." While I admire Wes's 
work, 1 was hurt and embarrassed 
This Place." While I admire Wes's 
work, I was hurt and embarrassed 
to read on page 67: "Can Earth 
First! activists or Deep Ecologists 
be as interested in cleaning up 
East Saint Louis as they are in 
defending wilderness? Can Earth 
First! activists be as fervent in 
defending a farmer's soil conser- 
vation effort or chemical-free 
crop rotation as they are in spik- 
ing a tree or putting sugar in the 
fuel tank of a bulldozer?" 

First, let me say that protecting 
that which is not yet spoiled — 
old-growth forests — must take 
precedence over other efforts. 
However in reading the listings 
in the Journal of EF! contact per- 
sons, the plains are almost as 
bare of Earth Firstlers as they are 
of trees. One very bright prairie 
initiative was reported in the 
August-September issue of the 
Journal by Nicole J. Rosmarino 
on the fine work being done by 
RAMD in protecting prairie dogs 
from human predators. We need 
to build on this work. 

Oklahoma is being covered 
with enormous pig lots, the so- 
called Confined Animal Feed Op- 
erations, or CAFOs. The corpora- 
tions like to locate near abun- 
dant sources of water, so they 
have a penchant for locating on 
sandy river terraces where the 
water table is close to the surface. 
The Cimarron and North Cana- 
dian are getting their shores cov- 
ered by enormous pig operations. 
First the pig piss and shit is col- 
lected in a lagoon until it is 
sprayed on the sandy farms in 
these areas. The equivalent of 
mainlining pig shit into the wa- 
ter supply. In eastern Oklahoma 
pristine streams and recreational 
lakes are being polluted by poul- 
try operations. Some of the big- 
gest are in Missouri and Arkansas 


but the runoff comes to Okla- 
homa polluting our fishing 
streams and lakes, making swim- 
ming risky and polluting our 
water supplies. 

Oklahomans are finally getting 
organized and ecologically aware. 
Grassroots groups have popped 
up all over the state. Even the 
(gasp) Sierra Club has taken a 
strong stand. 

I would like to see a strong EF! 
presence in this fight. No con- 
tact persons exist in 
my state. I am will- 
ing to be an interim 
contact person, but 
1 am too old and 
have other activi- 
ties — writing bad 
poetry and working 
on a pro-ecology 
novel — to keep a 
high level of activ- 
ity going. Anyone 
interested may con- 
tact me at (405) 
234-0722, or 5002 
Hillsboro Drive, 
Enid, OK 73703. 

In The Name of 
the Mother, 

— Sid Bridges 
P.S. How do you 
spike a pig? 

Dear Shit fer Brains, 

1 have a question. Why does the 
Journal list only Rod Coronado 
in the "prisoners” section? He is 
of course well-deserving of sup- 
port — and so are others. I do un- 
derstand that keeping on top of 
all the ELF and ALFers in England 
constantly in and out of the poky, 
all the ELF and ALFers in England 
constantly in and out of the poky, 
would be too much. But how 
about the Chatham 3 and CAFT 
folks who are facing respective 
trials for massive mink libs? 

My biggest question, however, 
is about Helen Woodson. She is 
serving 16 (!) years for an awe- 
some action. She entered a bank 
with a fake gun and was given the 
money she requested. Once she 
had it, Helen set fire to it and read 
a statement about how corporate 
greed and money are destroying 
the environment. My take on 
this is she should be listed every 
issue so us on the outside can 
write and support her. 

She can be reached at: 

Helen Woodson, c/o Dixen, 
3559 County Highway 6, Wis- 
consin Dells, WI 153905. 

While I'm at it, may I recom- 
mend that folks get hold of Spirit 
of Freedom #1 publication, from 
Earth Liberation Prisoners Sup- 
port Network, c/o 
BM Heal, London 
WC1N 3XX, En- 
gland. Earth Lib- 
eration Prisoners 
need help and do- 
nations of course. 

Anyone who 
knows of prison- 
ers whom they 
could track down 
should write to 
'em with that info. 

Let's stay in 
touch with the 
folks locked up! 

Love, 

— Jasmyn 

Dear Oregon Bar 
Association, 

Please send me 
an address where I 
can get in touch 


with Carol and Salmon First! They 
sound like the sort of group I 
would like to join. Not at all like 
some environmental wimps 
such as Earth First! who are no- 
toriously reluctant to face facts 
and resort to tactics that would 
be effective. 

— Tsindar 

Dear Shit fer Brains, 

After reading the last issue of 
the EF! Journal , 1 could finally no 
longer keep silent about the 
amount of favoritism given to 
activists in Eugene, Oregon. 
Please-Please-Please for the sake 
of the Earth, stop covering Eu- 
gene and start covering the rest of 
the world! If people want to find 
out what's going on out here then 
they should plan on coming to 
the 1998 Round River Rendez- 
vous, or requesting a copy of the 
November '97 SWEF newsletter. 

I am currently an Activist in the 
town of Eugene, and I am person- 
ally embarrassed at the level of 
notoriety that Eugene receives in 
the Journal. In ways that are better 
left unexplained, Eugene is a dys- 
functional tailspin of activists 
quickly dropping out or quickly 
traveling away. In ways that are 
better left unexplained Eugene is 
also a town where so many ac- 
tions occur weekly that we have 
our own hour long live cable ac- 
cess direct action TV show (Cas- ' 
cadia Alive). 

Just because we shut down log- 
ging for 36 days on BLM land 
with the "Coyote Creek Tree 
State;" (consisting of an octago- 
nal tree house 1 20 feet up, known 
as the "Crack house", a platform 
nal tree house 1 20 feet up, known 
as the "Crack house", a platform 
in a tree known as ixpiny, a plat- 
form between twin trees known 
as Kim and Madelin, and a mid- 
air platform known as spider-is- 
land, which is all interconnected 
with a quarter mile of truck rope.); 
just because a June 1 st urban tree 
sit action resulted in police using 
physical and chemical torture tac- 
tics which received specific con- 
demnation from the human 
rights group Amnesty Interna- 
tional; just because our critical 
mass bike rides involve violent 
arrests of key political organiz- 
ers; just because we have recently 
been presented with the most 
solid evidence I have ever seen of 
an infiltrator who successfully 
brought down an entire cam- 
paign; just because our court sys- 
tem is granting victories in our 
struggle to NOT be punished for 
direct action; just because our 
standard affinity group scenario 


has been thrown out the window 
in favor of successful spontane- 
ous actions that are done with- 
out planning or support; just 
because the most fought over 
6000 acre roadless area which is 
only thirty miles from town just 
had a road built right into its 
heart while we weren't paying 
attention; just because Eugene 
has erupted into an activist free 
for all zone; IT DOESN'T MEAN 
EUGENE NEEDS TO BE GIVEN 
EXTRA COVERAGE IN THE 
JOURNAL. YO EDITORS: Please 
provide for more information by 
hunting around for far away ac- 
tivists stories from around the 
world rather then stories from 
your own back yard! With the 
exception of enticing folks to the 
RRR this coming Summer, please 
ban the Eugene bio-region from 
your recycled tree rag! 

LOVE, 

— Dirt 

hello out there in rainland.... 

this is a fellow cohort from Pdx 
just recently planted in athens 
GA and GAWD DAMMM!! if 1 
wasn't happy to see the 
Lughnasadha ed. of the Journal 
show up in my mail box (late and 
tattered) from a good friend back 
home. Now I know what all those 
people mean when they write in 
from Intercourse PA, and Rome 
GA praising their life line called 
the Journal. I want to Say "word" 
to you for putting out the effort 
to keep us all informed and keep 
alive the feeling that there is hope 
and there are people out there 
kicking ass, while the rest of the 
world eats BBQ. (oh sorry for the 
kicking ass, while the rest of the 
world eats BBQ. (oh sorry for the 
cinicism, i'm in GA you know.) 
So until I squirrel out the dirt 
eating, leaf ass wippin' cluckballs 
in my area, I will cherish the 
Journal as community. 

enough ramble, where do 1 or- 
der the ef direct action manual 
from? you? and whats up with 
the digital ef? I went to pirate the 
local universities computer lab 
to try to read the new edition and 
I couldnt. 1 was hopping to find 
even back issues text posted. Is 
that not set up or did I just not 
figure it out? I think it is impor- 
tant to have that stuff archived 
on a computer to make the info 
more accesable. 
thanks monkeys, 

— BEAN 

Ed. note: You can order the Di- 
rect Action Manual on page 30. 
What's wrong with wiping with 
leaves? 






“Glen Canyon Dan Destroyed** 



by Leslie Call 

Glen Canyon, copyright 1997, 645 pages, $28.95, 
ISBN 0-9655125-0-9, Library of Congress Catalogue 
Card No. 96-78757, published by Kokopelli Books, 
Denver, CO. By Steven Hannon 

It was the ardent wish of Seldom Seen Smith in 
Edward Abbey's The Monkey Wrench Gang for Glen 
Canyon Dam to be destroyed. For those who 
share Mr. Smith's prayer, Glen Canyon is a 
must read; for those simply looking for a 
good adventure story, Glen Canyon provides 
hours of entertainment. The novel opens 
with three views of Glen Canyon: one from 
the 13th century, another from Major 
Powell's exploration in 1869 and finally one 
from 1 983 after the dam was in place. In 1 3th 
century Glen Canyon, we gain a glimpse into 
the lives of the inhabitants fortunate enough 
to know it in its pristine state. The diary of 
Major Powell's exploration of the canyon in 
1869 describes his awe of the place and tells 
how some of its features were named. In the third 
scene, based on a 1983 incident, heavy rain and 
melting snow force the Bureau of Reclamation to 
use Glen Canyon Dam's spillways for the first time, 
causing massive damage. 

The next chapter is present day. A chance encoun- 
ter between a group of friends, a Ukrainian and a 
Hopi Indian leads to a plan to obtain a Soviet 
nuclear weapon to obliterate the dam and drain the 
reservoir. The characters' motivations to carry out 
this dangerous, not to mention illegal, operation 
are explained as they each deliberate on their situ- 
ation in life. This novel is not a blatant attack on 


corporate America. Rather, each char- 
acter brings their own reasons for want- 
ing to detonate a nuclear bomb behind 
the dam. They not only want to restore 
the beautiful canyon and the ecosys- 
tem downriver, they want to bring to 
light the threat of a nuclear explosion 
now that the security of the Soviet 
nuclear arsenal is in question. Current 
ethnic tensions in the world make 
the threat of a black market 
nuclear device being used by one 
ethnic group against another a 
very real possibility. 

The characters' scheme turns 
foul, as does the weather. Heavy 
snows, storms and a hurricane 
form a huge flood bearing down 
on Glen Canyon Dam. Who will 
win — nature, the bomb or the 
dam? In an exciting conclusion, 
the dam's destiny unfolds, involv- 
ing government agencies, the 
press and the President of the United 
States, among others. 

Glen Canyon is not a light read. It 
contains a lot of information about, 
weather, tools, nuclear bomb con- 
struction and detonation devices, and 
dam construction and repair. The 
action moves quickly in spite of the 
large amount of technical information, which 
will be boring to some but intriguing to others. 
Glen Canyon contains 60 photographs, including 
some of the canyon before the dam was built and 
many of the damage repair in 1983. These help 


illustrate the detailed information. Maps and dia- 
grams are also included along with illustrated 
chapter openings. 

Glen Canyon is a wake up call to the fact that well- 
meaning, highly placed, intelligent 
individuals could resort to direct ac- 
tion. The characters in Glen Canyon 
are not backwoods militia scheming 
against the government; they are very 
careful to consider the implications 
of their actions and try to thwart any 
danger to the public. The Glen Can- 
yon Dam flooded thousands of acres 
of delicate slot canyons that few 
people even knew existed. It is hard 
not to want to restore such breath- 
taking beauty, knowing where the 
money, water and power generated 
by the dam go. 

Although remote today, the Lake 
Powell area was even more remote in 
the late 1950s and early '60s when 
the dam was built. Hiking, biking 
and rafting were not popular sports 
then, and very few people ever saw 
Glen Canyon. Those that did remem- 
ber it as a paradise, a fragile, gentle 
Eden of red rock with desert varnish 
and abundant foliage in the intimate 
side canyons and along the broad, 
flat river. Soon after the dam was 
built, the Sierra Club published a pho- 
tograph book of Glen Canyon, The 
Place No One Knew, to document the 
beauty that was drowned. 

In light of the current intense El Nino, 
recently discovered missing Russian 
nuclear weapons and the hearing on 
draining Lake Powell, the possibility of 
a real Glen Canyon is most interesting. 

Steven Hannon, the Glen Canyon au- 
thor, is a Denver resident and former 
water rights attorney. He has an engi- 
neering degree from the University of Cali- 
fornia at Berkeley. 

If you can't find Glen Canyon at your 
local bookstore, you can order it directly 
from the distributor, BookMasters, at 
(800) 247-6553; e-mail: 

order@bookmasters.com. The publisher, 
Kokopelli Books, is donating a portion of 
the proceeds from the sale of Glen Can- 
yon toward efforts to designate the full 
5 .7 -million-acre Redrocks Wilderness 
(Senate Bill #1500). 


Movie Review for Men 


by Mick Garvin 

During a recent moment of 
unemployment, me and the missus 
decided we'd take in a matinee 
picture show. Hearing that Steven 
Segal was in a movie playing a butt- 
kickin' Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) Marshal and with us 
having some free passes (so's not to 
be wastin' beer money on frivolous, 
lightweight pleasure), we made our 
way down to the mall. After a 
couple of Hamm's 40s and some of 
the McKenzie's better agricultural 
product out in the parking lot, we 
felt our loins were sufficiently 
girded and went in to the theater. 
We wandered aimlessly until 
security started to follow us and 
then found some seats for "Fire 
Down Below." 

The story goes something like 
this: Someone is dumping toxic 
waste somewhere in backwoods 
Kentucky, which is not only 
causing the kids to get sick and 
break out in rashes, but is ruining 
the fishing and turning the local 
maryjewanna crop a very dark (and 
unmarketable) brown. But these 
are tough and tight-lipped folks 
(plus they're being paid off), so 
they tell the kids to shut up and 
life goes on, until an anonymous 
letter brings in the federales. After 
someone knocks off two G-men in 
the donut shop parking lot, a 
couple dozen 55-gallon drums of 
toxic goo are dropped from a 
helicopter onto a snoopy EPA 
Marshal. While the FBI historically 
has no sense of retribution or 
follow-through, the EPA won't take 
this kind of treatment and, better, 


the dead fed's partner is Mr. Segal. 
The upper ranks send him to get 
to the bottom of all this. 

Steven blends into the Appala- 
chia woodwork by keeping his hair 
slicked back into a flawless pony- 
tail and showing interesting taste 
in shirts. He moves into the house 
of the local preacher and volun- 
teers his services as a free handy- 
man (and snoop) to the town. The 
town is divided into good folks 
("just scared fer the kids") and 
several subgroups of thugs, yahoos 
and hayseed cops who serve as 
punching bags for Segal when the 
audience begins to wander. The 
only mystery is why it takes the 
townsfolk, and even the bad guys, 
so long to finger Segal as a fed, and 
then why they still tolerate him. 

So does the EPA kick butt? What? 
Are you stoopid? This is a Steven 
Segal movie, not a fantasy! The courts 
slap the heavy on the wrist. "I made 
$300 million this year and it only 
cost me $50,000," growls affable 
corporate sleaze Kris Kristofferson, as 
he heads back to his swank casino 
near the end of the flick. 

But Steve? Does he mop the floor 
with the eco-villains? Hey, does 
Weyerhaueuser suck? The fight 
choreography is impressive, and 
Steve manages to be stiff, wooden 
and fast in an incredible acting 
stretch. He does a mean "A1 Gore- 
meets-Don-Corleone" impression, 
scams sensitively on an abused 
woman and delivers a nice, simple 
sermon to the townsfolk about why 
rich folks and toxic corporations are 
bad and should be shunned when 
his cover as Peace Corps carpenter is 
blown. As sermons go, this beats the 


pants off the drool at the end of 
Segal's last eco-dude epic, "On 
Deadly Ground," wherein he saved 
the wild Arctic by blowing the hell 
out of a major coastal oil platform 
and refinery. This time, the drums 
of waste are extracted more or less 
intact, despite massive explosions 
during one of the evildoers fre- 
quent abortive attempts to rid 
themselves of the pesky fed. Yes, 
"Fire Down Below" is definitely 
formula with thought. In a show 
of sensitivity to regional stereotyp- 
ing, the script writers avoided the 
backwoods father-daughter incest 
cliche and opted for the brother- 
sister thing. And, in a surprise 
ending sure to send shivers 
through the white, homophobic 
target audience, the usual spec- 
tacular and gruesome demise of 
the lead villain is replaced by 
Segal's gleeful prediction of 
Kristofferson's future love life in 
the arms of Steve's large, gay (and 
implied, black) convict pen-pal. 
Kristofferson gets upset with these 
prospects and kills a few more 
federales, but Steve is too tickled 
with his matchmaking to allow the 
bad guy to escape this life; instead 
Segal cripples him deliberately. 

Scary is the likelihood that eco- 
akido will next be used to rescue 
the forest. Well, maybe I'd pony 
up to see a Segal-Hurwitz Texas 
Death Cage match. Hey, Steve... 

Anyway, save your money, rent 
"Clearcut" and wait for someone 
to make a movie of Niel 
Stephenson's Zodiac. 

On the Mickey's Scale, "Fire 
Down Below" needs about 4 
Bigmouths. 
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All the Announcements We Got (that we liked...) 


WILD ROCKIES 
WINTER • 1997-98 

ATTENTION SNOW HANGERS! 

The winter of 1997-98 promises to be an eventful one in the Big Wild. El Nino 
notwithstanding, if you are an activist more intimate with skiing and 
snowshoeing than hibernation, the wildlands of Idaho, Montana and Wyo- 
ming might be the place for you this season. The corporate beast slows very little 
for the High Country cold season, and we'll need all the help we can get. Two 
very prominent field campaigns are already underway in earnest; they will 
continue late into the spring of 1998. 

COVE/MALLARD 

The campaign to defend this crucial biological corridor from the machines 
will be a busy one during the dark, cold months. Activists have begun a 
permanent operation in the Cove and Mallard roadless areas, and activities this 
season may well spill over into other national forests as well. Video documen- 
tation, industry watch dogging, biological surveys for threatened forest carni- 
vores (wolf, lynx, wolverine, etc.), stream-sedimentation/road-collapse moni- 
toring, forest-watch expeditions and direct action will characterize our efforts 
in Idaho. For more information contact the Cove/Mallard Coalition, POB 8968, 
Moscow, ID 83843; phone (208) 882-9755; email: cove@moscow.com; or the 
Northern Rockies Preservation Project in Boise, ID at (208) 345-8077. 
BUFFALO NATIONS 

It's official, Buffalo Nations has just opened their second office in West 
Yellowstone. Four buffalo bulls have crossed out of the park boundary and 
could be in trouble soon. We have tried to haze them back to the park, but they 
keep coming back out. 

With all of the winter chores, gathering 12 cords of wood, canning food, 
setting up a teepee for a field camp, and winterizing the cabin, there's not much 
time to watch over the buffalo. That's right, we need more people ASAP! We 
offer free food and lodging for activists that care enough to help. 

Yellowstone is one of the most beautiful places in the world and if you have 
never seen it now is your big chance! Remember, West Yellowstone is more 
often than not the coldest town in the lower 48 states (don't let that scare you, 
we are great fire builders) . Bring all your warm clothes and a winter sleeping bag. 
We also encourage people to bring snowshoes and/or cross-country skis to help 
patrol the borders of the park. If this sounds like a winter dream vacation to you, 
please contact Mike or Jeremy at POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758; (406) 
646-0070; fax: 646-0071; e-mail: buffalo@wildrockies.org; and Buffalo Nations 
at POB 242, Gardiner, MT 59030; (406) 848-9867; email: buffalo@wildrockies.org. 
BOZEMAN CONFERENCE 

Both campaigns are in serious need of communications people and equip- 
ment, warm clothing, cash, food and medicines/first-aid kits, video support and 
equipment, media and outreach support, office people and equipment, photog- 
raphers, homesteading and repair tools, batteries, solar power equipment, 
snowmobiles and trailer, cross-country/telemark skis, snowshoes, wall tents, 
wood stoves for wall tents, propane heaters, binoculars, cooking gear, chainsaws, 
cots, winter sleeping bags, tarps, video tapes (for dubs), supplies for building 
fence and financial assistance. All donations are tax deductible. Last winter the 
state of Montana killed 1 100 of the last wild buffalo in the United States. It's up 
to all of us to not let this ever happen again. 

The 1998 Organizer's Conference and Winter Rendezvous (Activist Confer- 
ence) will be held in Bozeman, Montana February 1 2-16; the primary motive for 
the location is to encourage activists from outside the bioregion to spend all or 
part of the season linking their efforts and talents with Wild Rockies Winter. 
(Look for more detailed information regarding the conference in the next issue 
of the EF! Journal.) 


HUMANURE 

HANDBOOK a guide to composting human manure 

“ " ^ 198 pages, perfectbound, indexed. Ulus. 

“An oco-luddite, anarchist's potty training manual.” (Earth First! Journal) 

“Finally we have a comprehensive book on recycling human excrement without chemicals, 
| high technology, or pollution. Well written, practical, and thoroughly researched. . . " (Whole 

Earth Review) 

“This book answers every question anyone could have about 
managing a compost toilet and compost pile." (Waterworks) 

‘Jenkins provides a convincing case that human waste can and should be a 
safe composting material." (Mother Earth News) 

. . almost certain to become a classic in its field. This book should 
be required reading ...” (Countryside Journal) 

". . .outrageous humor and brilliant, diligent research. This Is one book 
that could save the world!" (Permaculture Drylands Journal) 
$23.00 postpaid JENKINS PUBLISHING 
PO BOX 607, GROVE CITY, PA 16127 
800-689-3233 (2copies = $38 ppd) 

Check out our web site at 
. http://www.JenkipsPublishing.com 
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Junel 

Defense 

Fund 

On June 1, there was a tree-sit/turned 
riot over the removal of 40 large maple, 
sweet gum and walnut trees in down- 
town Eugene, Oregon. What began as a 
simple, nonviolent protest resulted in 
the police pepper spraying arid tortur- 
ing the treesitters and then turning on 
the citizenry who had gathered to wit- 
ness the removal of the trees. The police 
used dozens of cans of pepper spray on 
the protesters and the public. They also 
deployed tear gas on the crowd. 

Amnesty International has recog- 
nized the event as an incident of tor- 
ture and police brutality, sending the 
police chief a letter citing four viola- 
tions of international law. 

Twenty-two people were arrested 
that day and given charges that ranged 
from trespassing to assaulting a police 
officer. A defense fund has been estab- 
lished to help with criminal defense 
and a civil suit. Donations can be sent 
to the law offices of Bahr & Stotter at 
259 East Fifth Ave., Eugene, Oregon 
97401. Checks should be earmarked 
"June 1 Defense Fund." 

Phanfasfic 
Phone Savings! 

from 


Affi 


Long Distance 

Affinity Long Distance 
guarantees a rate reduction 
on your phone bill. Plus, 
Affinity will give 5% of 
your bill to the 
Earth First! Journal] 
a gift that keeps on giving. 

To sign up, contact Steve at: 
Affinity, 225 Clifton, Suite 116, 
Oakland, CA 94618 
(510) 655-2778 

ORG# 6710500-000 • REP# 141-0142-85 


Fund for Wild Nature 

A non-profit, tax-exempt foundation which funds 
research, education and literature projects. 
Funding proposals and donations can be sent to: 

POB 1657, Corvallis, OR 97339 



CONCERNED^ / 
SINGLES 
NEWSLETTER 


links compatible, 
socially conscious 
singles who care 
about the earth, 
the environment, 

’ and a healthy society. 

Nationwide • All ages • Since 1984 
Free Sample: Write Box 444-EF, 
Lenox Dale, MA 01242; 
call (413)445-6309; 

or browse http://www.concernedsingles.com 


Eco-Internship 

Available 

The Southwest Center for Biological 
Diversity, an aggressive, science-based 
environmental advocacy organization, 
seeks interns for minimum six-month 
commitment to assist in researching 
and preparing challenges to Forest Ser- 
vice and BLM projects, and one intern 
to assist in general clerical office work 
(70 percent) and some research (30 
percent). Send resume with references 
to Peter Galvin at the Southwest Cen- 
ter for Biological Diversity, POB 710, 
Tucson, AZ 85702. 


Environment 
Culture • Religion 

In the last two decades, awareness of 
local, national and international en- 
vironmental problems has been 
increasing. The significance of envi- 
ronmental problems has led to a 
growing academic interest in human 
understanding of the natural environ- 
ment. At the same time, there is 
increasing awareness that such an 
understanding cannot necessarily be 
expressed in exclusively secular terms. 

A new journal, Worldviews: Environ- 
ment, Culture, Religion, will address 
some of the issues environmental 
awareness raises such as: 

• How do different religions and 
cultures interpret the environment? 

• What is the role of religion in 
environmental discourse? 

• Are some cultural traditions "better" 
for the environment than others? 

• Is a "deep green" ecotheology 
possible? 

Worldviews: Environment, Culture, Re- 
ligion will not adopt a particular cultural 
or religious stance, but will welcome 
coherently argued contributions from 
within or without the major religious 
faiths. It will also explore the religious 
dimensions of contemporary environ- 
mental movements and publish anthro- 
pological studies that illustrate the ways 
in which different belief systems influ- 
ence environmental perceptions and 
can thus contribute to the preservation 
or destruction of nature. 

To subscribe, send $50 for one year 
or $75 for two (3 issues/year) to The 
White Horse Press 1 Strond, Isle of 
Harris, HS5 3UD, UK; fax: 0(+44)1859 
520 204; e-mail: aj@erica.demon.co.uk. 


IP* 

Paper Company 

American-Milled 
Tree-Free Papers 

Quality paper products made 
with environmental integrity. 
Living Tree Paper Company 
supports the use of alternatives to 
wood for pulp and paper. Our 
products show that earth friendly 
paper can be elegant and archival. 


• heinp * esparto grass • bamboo « 
• agricultural by-products • 

• post -consumer recycled fibers 


1430 Willamette Street, Suite 367 • Eugene, OR 97401 
email: talkcaves 1 ? igc.opc.org • Fax (541) 687*7744 

W 1 - 800 - 309-2974 • ( 541 ) 342-2974 
.. Call or Write tor a free Catalog! 






NO! 


Shopping Hay 


Also known as "Buy Nothing Day," 
"No Shopping Day" is a celebration of 
life free from the need to consume. The 
event is usually held on the day after 
Thanksgiving Day in the US, the biggest 
shopping day on the planet. Below is a 
list of suggested activities for your No 
Shopping Day (NSD). 

Doing an NSD action doesn't have 
to involve being a militant urban eco- 
warrior. The only provision we make 
is that it's completely pointless doing 
an action that targets the public as if 
they alone are responsible for the prob- 
lem (e.g. blockading the doors of a big 
supermarket)... If you make people 
feel you're blaming them, they won't 
listen. If you can make them laugh, 
they will. Although the issues are seri- 
ous, humor works! 

Here's a list of ideas for actions, some 
old, some new... 

SHOPPING FREE ZONES: Mark out a 
public area, and fill it with... people 
playing chess, games, making X-mas 
cards or generally lounging about. Hand 
out "I don't want to shop" or "money 
can't buy you happiness" balloons. 

SELLING HAPPINESS: Throwtogether 
your own product... 5 bags of love or 
friendship, etc. and try and sell it. 

RAT RACES: Acquire some miserable 
looking rat masks and a big cardboard 
box on a pole. Each side of the box has 
an arrow pointing to the next, with the 
words "Happiness is Just Around the 
Comer" above it. Then, in sequence, 
words to the effect of... "Work Harder;" 
"Earn More Money;" "Buy More 

Things." 

RUBBISH: Anything linked to this... a 
huge pile of one person's annual supply 
of landfill junk... a pile of packaging 
returned to the shop of origin... the 
contents of a landfill returned to the 
local shopping center... a "Chinese 
dragon/dinosaur" made from garbage. 

BRING AND TAKE BOOTH: Pretty 
self explanatory, really... as long as it's 
nice and public. The idea of giving away 
what you no longer want for free really 
gets people going. 

STREET THEATRE: Slightly more am- 
bitious, this, but bear in mind that it's 
worth approaching local (radical?) street 
theatre groups to see if they're willing to 
have a go, do something, help, etc. 
Same applies to local art students for 
props etc. Here's a quick brainstorm for 
street theatre ideas... 

• bewildered alien tourists 

• the happiness police ("Under the 
Market Forces Act, I must warn you to 
look more contented with your pur- 
chase otherwise I shall be obliged to ask 
you to accompany me to the station.") 

r~r 


• mad/competing shoppers 

• a cult devoted to consumption wor- 
shipping at a portable altar ("There now 
follows a reading from the sacred Inno- 
vations Catalog.") 

• sad Santas 

• dead-eyed, slack-jawed zombies with 
big bar codes on their foreheads push- 
ing shopping carts around. How about 
offering to rubber stamp people's heads 
with a bar code outside the shopping 
center — for security purposes? 

• stage a slave market (the ultimate 
product?) 

• tattoo company logos on foreheads 

• consumer junkies injectingthemselves 
with bigger, better, brighter, shinier, 
softer, etc. hypodermic needles 

• officials warning people the town 
center is closed because we've finally 
ran out of everything 

• the Earth for sale 

• stall selling slave wage products for the 
amount people are paid to produce them 

• a puke-in at a suitable fast food outlet 

• ads blackout 

• organize a tree planting 

Tell other people about the event. Put 
up posters, use community calendars, 
websites and radio spots. 

To help organizers posters have been 
produced, to get one e-mail NSD at 
ethicon@mcrl .poptel.org.uk. 

If you want to get involved in a NSD 
action, be a local contact. Being a local 
contact doesn't imply that you have to 
actually organize the event... but some- 
one does need to set up an initial meet- 
ing, be a point of contact, etc. 

If you want to be contact, send us 
your contact information ASAP to 
Enough at ethicon@mcrl .poptel.org.uk. 



"We. Setter keep tfiatinasafepkice.’ 

Live Wild or Die 

2425 B Channinq Way, Box 204 
Sather Gate Nall 
Berkely, Cfi 94704 


END CORPORATE DOMINANCE 
IN NOVEMBER 

Since we didn't exactly bring corporate culture to its knees in October, the 
official End Corporate Dominance (ECD) month has been extended into 
November. The Portland riff raff, for example, are hosting an ECD shindig on 
November 24 when corporate watchdogs will gather to march, dance, party, act 
and hellraise their way through town, stopping to recruit accomplices at the 
offices of Boise-Cascade, Nike, the Mexican consulate, the business district and 
everywhere in between. Wear your costumes! Bring a musical instrument! Go 
naked if you like! Meet at 11:30 a.m. at Waterford Park. 

We encourage groups across the world to join us in telling corporate sleaze 
that we're no longer playing defense. Call Cascadia Forest Alliance for more 
details at (503) 241-4879. 

Zapatista Videos Available 

The Zapatista Direct Solidarity Committee in Montreal has two videos 
available for sale. Profits from sales go towards direct solidarity work with 
Zapatista communities. 

Zapatista Women is about the indigenous women soldiers of the EZLN. It 
includes interviews with several insurgents in which they tell about the 
conditions that indigenous Mexican women live in, how they came to be in the 
EZLN and what they are fighting for. Produced in 1994, in Spanish with English 
subtitles (30 minutes). 

Marcos: Words & History is a long and interesting interview with the military 
chief and spokesperson of the EZLN, Subcommander Marcos. In this he 
describes in detail the history of the EZLN; its founding, development and 
growth, relationship to the indigenous communities and the events relating to 
thejanuary 1, 1994, insurrection. He also discusses in detail the events since the 
uprising, the National Democratic Convention, Mexican military offensive and 
the national "Consulta." He also discusses his views of the left (including 
anarchism). Produced in 1995, in Spanish with English subtitles (90 minutes). 

Each video is $20 US or Canadian with shipping included. For both videos on 
one cassette, the cost is $25 (discounts or trades are possible for other solidarity 
or activists groups). Make out a money order to "LIBRAIRIE ALTERNATIVE" 
(not the committee) and mail to the Zapatista Direct Solidarity Committee, 
2035 St. Laurent, 2nd floor, Montreal, QC H2X-2T3 Canada; (514) 844-3207 
(after 6 p.m.); e-mail: james_dumaine@babylon.montreal.qc.ca. 


International Day of Action 
for Nicaraguan Communities 


An International Day of Action has been called for November 10, 1997, in 
defense of the rainforest and indigenous peoples of Nicaragua's North Atlantic 
Autonomous Region. International actions are planned, including a massive 
fax/telegram campaign to Nicaraguan Embassies and Consulates. The threat to 
the ecosystem and indigenous cultures posed by multinational corporations is 
imminent. Together we can make a difference! For more information and how 
you can help, please contact: 

Orin Langelle/Phil Fitzpatrick, Native Forest Network, POB 57, Burlington, VT 
05402 USA; (802) 863-0571; fax (802) 863-2532; e-mail: nfnena@igc.apc.org; or 
Soren Ambrose, Nicaragua Network, 1247 E St. SE, Washington, DC; (202) 544- 
9355; e-mail: soren@igc.apc.org; or Patricia Awerbuch, Rainforest Action Group, 
POB 134, Newton Square, PA; (610) 359-1931 or (610) 325-4422. 



Git yer copy now! j 

■ 



Spiral bound, 100s of pages, clippings, 
graphics, photos, cartoons. Send $10 to: 
Austin EF!, POB 7292, Austin, TX 78713 
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Christmas Gift Exemption Voucher 

This certifies that 


is exempt from the exchange 
of Christmas gifts with 






by order of the Buy Nothing committee 
Signature Signature Date 

Merry Christmas! 


A 


Christmas is that time of year when we're made to feel 
guilty if we don't get into the ■spirit" of things. But how 
much of that “spirit" comes from the heart and how much 
is ad-fuelled myth? Here are a few suggestions to help you 
artfully dodge this year’s shopping frenzy: 

The $io Rule. Put a cap on the value of the presents you 
give and receive. 

Buy within your community. Locally made gifts support 
local producers and reduce transportation. 

Make your own gifts and cards. 

Reuse packaging and wrapping paper. With a bit of creativ- 
ity, even brown shipping paper can look great. 

Opt out altogether. Copy this voucher and give it to 
everyone this year — ask them to spend time with you, 
not money on you. 

— Fiona Jock, Auckland, New Zealand 


1 
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Photos and 
Slides of 
B ic Mountain 
Wanted 

Big Mountain photos and slides are 
needed for improvement of a slideshow 
which will be available for outreach pro- 
grams. We are particularly looking for 
images of: 

• acts of resistance on Black Mesa 

• arrests of resisters or supporters 

• the Black Mesa slurry pipeline 

• traditional weavers 

• Rio Puerco (Sanders) relocation 
housing 

• events in the '70s and '80s 

• Page or Laughlin power plants 

• livestock confiscation 

• hogan demolition 

If you have slides/photos or are inter- 
ested in obtaining a slideshow (60 slides), 
contact Michael at (415) 585-9293 or the 
Big Mountain Coalition at POB 12924, 
Berkeley, CA 94712-3924; (415) 339-8332. 
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MUSIC 4 THE MOVEMENT 

ALL MUSIC AND MERCHANDISE PRICES INCLUDE SHIPPING CHARGES 





Ned Mudd 
his Rustic 


Dana is one of the most 
popular musicians in 
the movement. His 
soulful voice and 
dexterous guitar convey 
a powerful, humerous 
message about the state 
of our world. 

"Cows with Guns" 
Song for Rod Coronado, 
Prayer for This Land, 
Native Forest Song, 
Geronimo 

TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 


Check out Casey's new album! Its his best 
yet. More traditional Celtic folk music and 
labor solidarity songs. 


Ned's music 
cally nor politically 
hey, it sound's great! 

"Fine Time in America" 
bia Blues, of Sheep, 

Vacation fn^tthe Rest of the World 
TAPE— only $8 
•NEW* "f.u.b.a.r. america" 
(with the Blacklight Sombre- 
ros) Ridin with the Devil, Alabama 
(N. Young's Lament), Anesthesia, 
Cybershit, Copperhead in the 
Kitchen CD— only $15 

Darryl Cherney 


No one can create a campaign 
song as fast as Darryl. He's a 
campfire favorite. 

"Timber" Who Bombed ]udi Bari?, 
Arizona Power Lines, Earth Night Action, 
Which Side Are You On? TAPE— $12 
"They Sure Don't Make Hippies Like 
They Used To!" Free the Dead, Spike a 
Tree For Jesus, We’re All Dead Ducks, 
Xerox the Money TAPE — $12 
"I Had to Be Born This Century" 
Earth First!, Mosquito Party, It's CAMP, 
Ballad of the BLM TAPE— $12 


Alice Di Micele 


Alice is arguably the Northwest's most 
talented singer/songwriter. Her voice 
and lyrics cut straight to your heart. 
"Naked" Trouble in 
Mind, Make it Last, The 
TV Song, Out of 
Control, Pretty Blue 
TAPE.— $12 • CD— $17 
"Searching" Defend 
the Earth, 

Land of Broken Prom- 
ises, Lift Us Up TAPE — 

$12 • CD— $17 
"Too Controversial" 

American Dream, 

I Won't Say Good-bye, 

Everybody Needs to 
Be Free 

TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"It's a Miracle" All or 
Nothing, Not for Sale, 

The God in You, First Snow, The Beaver 
Song TAPE— $12 

"Make a Change" Let it Rain, Wise Old 
Woman, Leonard Peltier, Dismantle, In a 
Gentle Way TAPE— $12 
•NEW* "Circle of Women" Earth My 
Body, Simple Gifts, Ancient Mother, 
Mother I Feel You, May the Circle Be Open 
CD— $18 


Dana 

Lyons 


"Turn of the Wrench" Cry of the Forest, 
Dancing in the Dirt, TV God, Drop of 
Water, I Saw Blood... 

TAPE— $12 • CI>— $17 
"Animal" RV, I Am an Animal, Building 
in My City, I Saw His Body, 
Timebomb, The Tree TAPE — $12 
"At Night they Howl at the Moon — 
Environmental Songs for Kids" 

(with John Seed) Willy the Wombat, The 
Tree, We Don't Want to Live in the Zoo 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 


Pec Millett 

Longtime EF! activist and convicted 
monkey-wrencher, Peg has one of the 
most beautiful voices you'll ever hear. 
"Clear Horizon" Live Like a Prayer, 
Living Planet, Testimony, Walk this Trail 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Gentle Warrior" What's Left of the 
West, Forever Wild, High Plateau, There is 
Power, Wild Things TAPE — $12 


Jim Pace 

A staple on the Northwest folk circuit 
for years, and for good reason; the man 
can write. 

"More Than Anything Else In The 
World" A Sign of the Times, Valdez, Gays 
in the Military, Sinead, Bishop on the Run, 
Wages of History CD — $ 1 7 
"Whose World is This" Take Our 
Culture Back, Righteous, Beautiful Tear, 
Right to be Wrong, Tina CD — $17 


Joanne Rand 

Joanne's strong and versatile voice 
climbs and dances through her power- 
ful songs. 

"Choosing Sides" Koyaanisqatsi, 
Privileged Class, Our Children's Children, 
I Love It TAPE— $ 1 2 • CD— $ 1 7 
"Home" I'll Be Washed Away, Home, 
Blood Red, Radiation on My Windshield, 
Eyes Like Salmon TAPE — $12 
"The Monkey Puzzle" (with The Little 
Big Band) Earth My Body, Wolf at the 
Door, South End Story, Song for No One 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 


Walkin' Jim Stoltz 

Walkin' Jim’s deep, powerful voice and 
wilderness-inspired lyrics will send 
shivers down your spine. 

"The Vision" The Food Chain Song, 
Wild Wind, Thinking Like a Mountain, 
Way Out West TAPE — $9 


Greg Keeler 


Goofy, intelligent, country-western 
parody, Keeler's songs poke fun at 
everything worth poking fun at. 
"Enquiring Minds" An Excuse to Go 
Drinkin', House Husband Blues, Forest 
Circus, Planet of Morons TAPE — $9 
"Post-Modern Blues" Lament of the 
Laundromat; Swiss Army Beatitudes; 
P-U-B-L-I-C L-A-N-D-S; TAPE— $9 
"Bad Science Fiction" 

If Bears Could Whistle, Nuclear Waste 
Blues, Duct Tape Psalm TAPE — $9 
"Talking Sweet Bye & Bye" There'll 
Come a Revolution, Ski Yellowstone, Death 
Valley Days, Idaho, Little Bitty Bugs 
TAPE— $9 
"Songs of Fishing, 
Sheep and 
Guns in Mon- 
tana" Fossil Fuel 
Cowboy, Drinkin’ 

My Blues Away 
TAPE— $9 


Casey 


Neill 


With inspiring, earthy lyrics and Celtic/ 
punk/folk guitar, Casey is an EF! 
favorite. 

"Pawprints" All My Relations, Naked 
Underneath Your Clothes, Resistance!, The 
Power, G.O.P. TAPE — $12 
"riffraff" Disorder, Dancing on the Ruins 
(of Multinational Corporations), Flaming 
Arrows, The Codfisher, riffraff 
TAPE — $12 • CD— $17 
•NEW* "Casey Neill" 

Double Dutch, Manches- 
ter Rambler, Sad Bones of 
Her Hands, Mayday, Long 
March of the Exiles, 

Another Point of View, 

Whole Cloth, Breathe 
Life, From the Yardarms 
CD— $17 


EXIT-1 3 

Green grindcore. Extreme noise that 
advocates monkeywrenching, vegetari- 
anism and hemp. 

"Don't Spare the Green Love" Spare 
the Wrench Surrender the Earth, My 
Mind's Mine, Gaia, Impaled CD — $12 
"Ethos Music" Earth First!, Only 
Protest Gives a Hope of Life, Reevaluate 
Life!, Disemboweling Party CD — $12 

Robert Hoyt 

Robert's constant touring schedule 
allows him to wow audiences across the 
country with his virtuoso guitar playing 
and homegrown lyrics. 

"Dumpster Diving Across America" 
Gasoline and Coffee, Trees, Quittin' Time, 
Hemlock Grove, Why Should I Care 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"As American As You" 

It's One of Ours, Enough, Shove lin' Mud, 
Apple Pie, Red Mud, Good Americans 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 


"A Kid for the Wild" Manfred the 
Mopey Moose, Ain't Easy Bein' an OT 
Grizzly Bear, If I Were a Tree TAPE— $9 
"Forever Wild" I Walk with the Old 
Ones, Green and Growing, Wolf Song, fust 
a Part of the Sky TAPE — $9 
"Spirit Is Still On The Run" 

All Along the Great Divide, Lone Lion Runs, 
Yellowstone Tales, Lone Coyote Ways, The 
Writing on the Rock TAPE— $9 



Keep It Wild! 

14 songs from seven of our favorite EF! 
musicians: Darryl Chemey, Alice Di 
Micele, Robert Hoyt, Dana Lyons, Casey 
Neill, Peg Millett and Joanne Rand. Mixed 
by Robert Hoyt, designed by EF!ers and 
packaged in recycled pulp with vegetable 
ink. What more could ya want? 

"Keep It Wild!" The Beaver Song, 

Flaming Arrows, Live Like a Prayer, 
Remember Me, Earth First!, Quittin' Time, 
Turn of the Wrench, Radiation on My 
Windsheild, Defend the Earth, TV God 
Dancing On the Ruins t*. » £ 

TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

Tree 

Throb and thrash to the passion of Tree. 
Their hard-core version of reality is sure 
to warp yours! 

"Earth First! Profits Last!" 

Freedom Rock, Squatters Rights, Negative 
Hippie, Question Abuse, Don't Chop Me 
Down, Put the wood to Her, Proletariat 
TAPE— only $7 

Timothy Hull 

An uplifting travelog of environmental 
activism, Timothy's music invokes the 
spirit of the wild. 

"Brightness on Brightness" Brightest 
Angel, Twilight Songs, Tough Reckoning 
CD— $17 

LTchkung! 

Didjerido, samples, electronic noise, 
shouts, sequencing, toms, timbale, 
hubcap, washing machine tub, 12-gauge 
pump, big drums, flute, shanai, grinder, 
scrap metal, rants, bullshit, snare, 
doumbec(s), 40-gal. drums, nagara, 
lighting, violin, voice, o-daiko, moving 
image, harmonies, bass, sonic textures, 
electronics and batteries. 

"Post World Handbook" Dijamy, 
Crashing the System, Feral, Solidarity, 

Circus Loopis, Feral, Truckstop, Clearcut, 

Hall of the Khan CD — only $ 1 5 

If a Tree Falls 

John Trudell, Zero, Robert Hoyt, Joanne 
Rand, Bruce Cockburn, Hank Williams, 

Jr., Buffy Sainte-Marie, Dan Fogelberg, 

Jello Biafra & Mojo Nixon, The 
Tinklers, Darryl Cherney, Alice Di 
Micele, The Wyrd Sisters, Ferron and 
Rumors of the Big Wave! 

TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
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Earth First! Trinkets and Snake Oil 




JEWELRY 

Inch-long, highly detailed, silver 
monkeywrenches made by a 
movement artist who 
melts down silverware 
liberated from the CEOs of 
multinational corporations. JF 

Very stylish. ; 


• Dangle earring — $12 each 

• Post earring — $10 each 

• Lapel pin/tie tack — $10 

• Pendant on silver chain — $15 


All bumperstickers $1.00 


ISttai 


WLUiSmBM 


: 


(actual size) 


QUESTION 

TECHNOLOGY 

LOVE TOUR MOTHER 
DON’T BECOME A FATHER 


AMERICAN WILDERNESS: 
LOVE IT OR LEAVE IT ALONE 

ANOTHER MORMON ON DRUGS 

“ANTI-GRAZING ASSORTMENT” 

(on non-removable paper @ $3/doz) 

COPULATE DON’T POPULATE 
DARWIN (name inside fish w/ legs) 

DEVELOPERS GO BUILD IN HELL 

DON’T LIKE ENVIRONMENTALISTS? 

PUT THEM OUT OF WORK 


bd 

d 



Fist Patch 

Quality 3-inch patches for 
your daypack, jacket pr butt. 
Earth First! Fist — $3 


Rubber Stamps 

Sturdy wood-block stamps made from 
unfinished scrap lumber. 

Earth First! Fist— $5 C4j| 

Earth First! Tools— $5 EARTH /fMT 


Silent Agitators 

Little 1.5-inch stickers, great for your bike, their bulldozer, 
and wherever else feels right. 

No Deal Assholes — 30/$2 • Fist—30/$2 • Tools — 30/$2 


Fist Caps 

Block harmful UV radiation and look 
damn cool doing it! (100% cotton 
one adjustable size) 


Desert Camo — $12 
Brown Forest Camo — $12 



yoPEAC 







Window Stickers 

3-inch stickers for high visibility 
EF! FistA/Sl 
Anti-Grazing-8/$l 




DREAM BACK THE BISON, SING BACK THE SWAN 

EARTH FIRST! 

END CORPORATE DOMINANCE 

HAYDUKE LIVES! 

I’D RATHER BE MONKEYWRENCHING 

I’M POLLUTING THE PLANET 

W/M IF YOUR PECKER WAS AS SMALL AS MINE, 
YOU’D NEED A MUSCLE WAGON, TOO 

SKfUli® (on non-removable paper @ .50 ea) 

LOVE YOUR MOTHER, DON’T BECOME A FATHER 
LOVE YOUR MOTHER, DON’T BECOME ONE 
MONKEYWRENCH THE MILLENNIUM 
NATIVE (w/ blue and green Earth) 
5k NATURE BATS LAST 

NOT POLITICALLY CORRECT 
PAY YOUR RENT, WORK FOR THE EARTH 
QUESTION TECHNOLOGY 
REAL MEN GET VASECTOMIES 
RESIST MUCH, OBEY LITTLE 
SAVE THE DAMMED SALMON 
SAVE THE WILD 
STOP CLEARCUTTING 

STOP CLEARCUTTING 

(on non-removable paper @ .50 ea) 

STOP PUBLIC LANDS RANCHING 


* 

w 

p 

Gft 

H 


0 




mm 


J EF! Solstice Gift Order Form 

I Quantity Description 



STOP THE FOREST SERVICE 
SAVE OUR WILD COUNTRY 

SUBVERT THE DOMINANT PARADIGM 

THANK YOU FOR NOT BREEDING 

THINK GLOBALLY, ACT LOCALLY 

VISUALIZE INDUSTRIAL COLLAPSE 


I’d Rather Be 
Monkeywrenching- 

P.D. BOX 141S • EUGENE, DR 97440 






P 

to 


Clip and send to: EF! Merchandise, | 
POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 USA | 
Color Size Price I 
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T-SHIRTS 

(All t-shirts are 100% cotton and available in medium, 
large and extra large. For XXL add an additional $3.) 


Arm & Wrench 

Multi-color on Yellow/Gold — $15 






'"the Dele"* 6 ' 


tS Earth First! Fist 

<$>■ Green on Unbleached — $12 
* Black on Kelly Green — $12 

Multi-color on Forest Green — $15 

Multi-color on Black — $15 / 

Green with White on Black — $12 [f 


Earth First! Tools 

Black on Unbleached — $12 



Eagle 

Black on Unbleached — $12 





Earth First! Tools 
T-Shirt Special! 

Black on Blue or Tan— only $6 

Classic EF! Journal 
BACK ISSUES FOR SALE! 

Most dates are available 
back until 1984. 

Send $3 per issue and 
specify which issues you want. 


No Fucking Compromise 

White on Black — $12 







Visualize Direct Action 

Black and White on Unbleached — $12 


BOOKS 


Anarchist Farm 

By Jane Doe. Fiction, 192 pages — $10 

The Big Outside 
A Descriptive Inventory of the Big 
Wilderness Areas of the United States 

By Dave Foreman & Howie Wolke. Maps, list of areas 
by size and state, 490 pages — $17 

Desert Solitaire 

A Season in the Wilderness 

By Edward Abbey. Nonfiction, 295 pages — $6 

EF! Direct Action Manual 

The antidote to despair! Over 150 pages on nonviolent 
tactics, techniques and devices to defend the Earth. 

Diagrams, forms, graphics, 154 pages — 58 

Earth First! Songbook 

77 songs/33 artists/guitar chords/info — $10 

ECODEFENSE: 

A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching 

By Dave Foreman and Bill Haywood. Extensively 
revised, expanded third edition. 350 pages — $18 

Ecological Resistance Movements: 
The Global Emergence of Radical and 
Popular Environmentalism 

Edited by Bron Taylor. 422 pages — $20 

The End of Nature 

By Bill McKibben. 226 pages — $12 

Green Rage 

Radical Environmentalism and the 
Unmaking of Civilization 

By Christopher Manes. 291 pages — $15 

Grizzly Years 

In Search of the American Wilderness 

By Doug Peacock. Photos, 375 pages — $13 

The Monkeywrench Gang 

By Edward Abbey. Fiction, 387 pages — $7 

Refuge 

An Unnatural History of Family and Place 

By Terry Tempest Williams. 304 pages — $12 

A Sand County Almanac 
with Essays on Conservation from 
Round River 

By Aldo Leopold. Special edition, 295 pages — $10 

Think Like a Mountain 

Towards a Council of All Beings 

By John Seed, Joanna Macy, Pat Fleming, Arne Naess. 
Illustrated by Dailan Pugh. 128 pages — $10 

Waste of the West 

Public Lands Ranching 

By Lynn Jacobs. Encyclopedic overview of grazing. 

Contact list, statistics, over 1,000 photos, cartoons, 
graphics, charts, maps. Large paperback, 602 pages — $28 

Wilderness on the Rocks 

By Howie Wolke. Ned Ludd Books, 240 pages — $15 


Mow ‘bout a subscription to Earth First!, the Radical Environmental Journal ? 


j clip and send to 

I Earth First! Journal, Subscriptions, POB M15, Eugene, OR 97440 USA 



O $500 Lifetime Subscription 
CD $25 Regular Rate 

CD $20 Low Income/Non-Profit/Library 
CD $35 (US$) Surface Mail, International 

O $ DONATION 

Subscriber Name 



CD $35 First Class Mail: US, Canada or Mexico 
CD $35 Brown Bag (First Class in a plain wrapper) 

CD $45 (US$) Air Mail, International (no foreign checks, please) 
CD $45 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 


Address 
City 


State 


Country . 


The Earth First! Journal subscription list is confidential and never traded. If you use an alias, make sure that the 
post office knows that you, or someone, is getting mail at your address under that name or it may not be delivered. 
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ALASKA 

Michael A. Lewis 

POB 80073, Fairbanks, AK 99708 

Mike or Billie 

POB 6197, Sitka, AK 9983S 

ARIZONA 

Phoenix EF! 

POB 8795, Phoenix, AZ 85066 
Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! AZEFl Newsletter 
POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 
Bradshaw EF! 

220 Grove, Prescott, AZ 86301 

Ponderosa Wingnuts 

2155 E. Maple #17, Flagstaff, AZ 86004 

(520) 774-6542, reg3@dana.ucc.nau.edu 

CALIFORNIA 

Northcoast EF! 

POB 4796, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-8911, hotline 923-DEMO 
Redwood Action Team 
Darryl Cherney 

POB 34, Garberville, Ecotopia 95542 
Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 95407 
(707) 523-1229 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 

Bay Area EF! Hotline (510) 848-8724 

Wiley Coyote 

POB 74283, Davis, CA 95617 
Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 
POB 73063, Davis, CA 95617 
(916) 753-1678 
Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-3205 
Santa Barbara EF! 

POB 12799, Santa Barbara, CA 93107 
Orange County EF! 

POB 4960-593, Irvine, CA 92616-4960 
Los Angeles EF! 

POB 4381, N. Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 569-5592 
Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, #102, Pasadena, CA 91107 
(909) 422-1637 
Mojave EF! 

POB 492, Lancaster, CA 93584 
(805) 948-6291 
mojaveef@envirolink.org 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 7745, San Diego, CA 92107 

(619) 226-7325 or 740-1 1 74 

sdef@envirolink.org 

COLORADO 

Walkabout 

POB 1166, Boulder, CO 80306 

mjl@nilenet.com 

San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 

aq328@freenet.uchsc.edu 

Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 
The Wild Ranch Review 
POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Gunnison Basin EF! 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Culebra EF! 

POB 386, San Luis, CO 81152 

FLORIDA 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Alachua EF! 

POB 1638, Alachua, FL 32616 
(904) 462-3374 

GEORGIA 

Students for Environmental Awareness 
Univ. of Georgia, Tate Student Center 
Athens, GA 30602 

IDAHO 

Northern Rockies Preservation 
POB 625, Boise, ID 83701 
(208) 345-8077 
Cove/Mallard Coalition 
POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843 
(208) 882-9755, fax 883-0727 
cove @moscow.com 
ILLINOIS 
Chicago EF! 

POB 6424, Evanston, IL 60204 
The Autonomous Zone 
1573 N. Milwaukee Ave. #420 
Chicago, IL 60622; (773) 252-6019 
azone@wwa.com 
Red Buffalo EF! 

POB 185, Normal, IL 61761 
Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 549-7387 


IOWA 

Tallgrass Prairie EF! 

POB 1503, Iowa City, IA 522^4 
jjquig@blue.uiowa.edu 

MAINE 

Maine EF! 

POB 183, Harmony, ME 04942 
Wassumkeag EF! 

POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 
MARYLAND 
Anacostia-Rock Creek EF! 

POB 5625, Takoma Park, MD 20913 
(301) 2700857; http://www.ige.org/icc370 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Mass EF! 

POB 708, Littleton, MA 01460-2708 
Martha's Vineyard EF! 

RR 1, Box 381A 

Martha's Vineyard, MA 02568 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

MINNESOTA 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave So, Mpls, MN 55405 
(612) 450-9178, fax 871-9597 
paarise@mtn.org 
Big Woods EF! 

POB 580936, Mpls, MN 55458-0936 
(612) 362-3387, earthfirst@juno.com 
MISSOURI 
Ray O. McCall 
Rt 1, Box 89 

Mountain Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 

(573) 443-6832 

7474 7.2052@compuserve.com 

Chinquapin Resistance 

POB 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163 

(314) 772-6463 

MONTANA . 

Northern Rockies Biodiversity Project 
POB 4431, Whitefish, MT 59937 
(406) 862-4945 
Wild Rockies EF! 

POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-5733 (message #) 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
Bison Action Group 
POB 7326, Bozeman, MT 59771 
(406) 586-9141 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Rd, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
New Hampshire EF! 

POB 4101, Portsmouth, NH 03802 
NEW IERSEY 

PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Project 
POB 506, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 
(201) 748-4322 
Green Vigilance 

46 E. Monroe, Mt. Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

NEW MEXICO 

Land of Disenchantment EF! 

POB 72295, Albuquerque, NM 87195 

New Mexico Direct Action 

POB 22488, Santa Fe, NM 87502-2488 

(505) 988-8128 

NEW YORK 

Wetlands Preserve 

James Hansen 

161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-5244, fax 925-8715 
Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
(516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

532 Portage Rd, 1st Floor 
Niagara Falls, NY 14301-1936 
(716) 282-7777 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
(704) 285-9521 

OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

1 7305 Grovewood Ave 
Cleveland, OH 44119 
(216) 383-9985 
Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 17, Univ. of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 
(513) 281-6892 
Oberlin EF! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 
OEARTHFIRST@oberlin.edu 
Hock-Hocking Watershed EF! 

8 N. Court St # 307, Athens, OH 45701 
(614) 594-6400 
Piankasha EF! 

7992 Hopper Rd, Cincinnati, OH 45255 


OREGON 

Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 343-7305 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386 

Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Kangaroo EF! 

POB 332, Williams, OR 97544 
Blue Heron EF! 

Reed Coll., SAO, Portland, OR 97202 

(503) 771-1112x7875 

Cascadia Forest Alliance 

POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 

(503) 241-4879, fax 235-9976 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburg, PA 15217 
Antoinette Dwinga 
842 Library Ave, Carnegie, PA 15106 
Scott Thiele 

RD 4, 237-A Elk Ln, Montrose, PA 18801 
Allegheny Defense Project 
POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214 
(814) 226-4918, adp@envirolink.org 
Marlin/Allegheny Defense Project 
1227 Heather Rd, Ambler, PA 19002 
(215) 387-2674 
TENNESSEE 
Katuah EF! 

Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 624-3939 
Katuah EF! 

1414 Highland Ave, Knoxville, TN 37916 

TEXAS 
EF! Austin 

POB 7292, Austin, TX 78713 
(512) 478-7666, entropy@eden.com 
Corpus Christi EF! 

4114 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 
East Texas EF! 

Rt 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 

UTAH 

Autonomy House 

POB 11015, SLC, UT 84147 

Wild Wasatch Front 

847 W. 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 

POB 804, Burlington, VT 05402 

Save the Corporations 

169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 

(802) 254-4847 

VIRGINIA 

Virginia EF! 

Rt 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 

(540) 885-6983 

Massive Retaliation 

2129 General Booth Blvd #253 

Virginia Beach, VA 23454-5872 

PAW Southwest Virginia 

POB 13192, Roanoke, VA 24031-3192 

(540) 982-0492 

WASHINGTON 

Seattle EF! 

POB 85541, Seattle, WA 98145 
ph/fax (206) 632-2954 
Sea-ef@novaproj .org 
Olympia EF! 

POB 12391, Olympia, WA 98508 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 

Rt 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 

(304) 754-9161 

WISCONSIN 

Midwest Headwaters Action 
Midwest Headwaters Journal 
731 State St, Madison, WI 53711 
(608) 255-8765 
The Old Man 

235 Travis, Wisconsin Rapids, W1 54495 
(715) 423-5636 
North Forests EF! 

748 Algoma Blvd, Oshkosh, WI 54901 

(414) 424-0265 

Bay Area North Guard 

POB 116, Washburn, WI 54891 

(715) 373-2717 

Driftless EF! c/o WPA 

POB 2761, LaCrosse, WI 54602-2761 

(608) 782-6997 

Sand County EF! 

POB 992, Stevens Point, WI 54481 
Chippewa Valley EF! 

POB 143, Menomonee, WI 54751-0790 

PLEASE 

note our new phone # 
(541)344-8004 j 
and our new fax # 
(541) 344-7688 


EF! PROJECTS 
6 CAMPAIGNS 


The Boycott Quarterly 
POB 30727, Seattle, WA 98103 


Direct Action : 

POB 210, Canyon, ( 



Education Project (512) 478-7666, entrop 

POB 3563, Eugene, OR 97403 Genetic Alert AVise Use ’ 

- - ' POB 2182 , Berkeley, CA 9‘~ 

; 04841 halcarl@rahul.net 

Warrior Poets Society 
roject ASUC Box 361 
59807 Berkeley, CA 94720-4510 

0 Xtract from Public Lands 
EF!J, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 
earthfirst@igc.apc.org 



International EF! Directory 


i 


AUSTRALIA 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 
(066) 21 85 05 

CANADA 

Coast Mountains EF! 

1472 Commercial Drive, Box 128 

Vancouver, BC V5L 3X9 

(604) 708-9660 

EF! Prince George 

Box 1762, Prince George, BC V2L 4V7 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 

EF! Manitoba 

15-222 Osborne St South 

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3L 1Z3 

(204) 453-9052 

EF! Toronto 

POB 70, 1576 Queen St West 
Toronto, Ontario M6R 1A6 
EF! Ottawa 
Box 4612 Station E 
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 
Autonomous Green Action 
POB 4721, Station E 
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H9 
di695@freenet.carleton.ca 
EF! Montreal, Diffusion Noire 
c/o Librairie Alternative 
2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 
Montreal, PQ H2X 2T3 
EIRE 

An Talamh Glas c/o Anne 
Abbey St., Ballinrobe 
County Mayo 
Limerick Talamh Glas 
41 Glasgow Park, Limerick 

00 353 61 313308 
atglas@inet.ie 
ENGLAND 

Over 35 EF! groups exist in England; 
for a list, contact: 

EF! Action Update, Dept. 29, 

1 Newton St., Manchester Ml 
1HW; (0161) 224 48 46; 
actionupdate@gn.apc.org 
Oxford EF! 

Box E, 1 1 1 Magdalen Rd., 

Oxford, OX4 IRQ; (01865) 791391 
South Downs EF!, Dead Trees EF! 
and Do or Die 

6 Tilbury Place, Brighton BN2 2GY 
savage@easynet.co.uk 
http://www.hrc.wmin.ac.uk/ 
campaigns/earthfirst.html 

FRANCE 

Eco-Action/EF! France 

44 Rue de Gesvres, F-60 000 Beauvais 

GERMANY 
EF! Germany 

c/o Avalon, Friedrich-Ebert Str 24 
45127 Essen 


INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 
Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok PATNA-800 001 
Bihar, Post Box 229 

THE NETHERLANDS 
Groene Front! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 
PHILIPPINES 
Ariel Betan, Green Forum 
3rd Floor, Liberty Building 
Pasay Rd., Makati, Metro Manila 
(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 
Volunteers for Earth Defense 
189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 
1105 Quezon City 
POLAND 

Workshop For All Beings 
POB 40, 43-304 Bielsko-Biala 4 
fax 0048-30-29496 

RUSSIA 

Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod 603082 
(8312) 34-32-80, tretyput@glas.apc.org 
Rainbow Keepers (Moscow) 

(095) 954-91-93, rk@glas.apc.org 
ECODEFENSE! 

Moskovsky prospekt 120-34236006 
Kaliningrad/Koenigsburg 
ph/fax +7 (0112)43 72 86 
ecodefense@glas.apc.org 

SCOTLAND 
Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 
44 (0)41 636 1924/339 8009 
fax 44 (0)41 424 3688 
scotree@gn.apc.org 

SLOVAKIA 
Earth First! 

A. Hlinku 11, 96001 Zvolen 
kolenka@uvt.tuzvo.sk 

SPAIN 

Manuel A. Demandes 

Taller de E. A. A. CURUXA 

J. B. Xelmirer J, Campus Universitario 

1570 S Santiago 

(81) 584321, fax (81) 584533 

SWEDEN 

Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C 

46-37 Vanersborg 

UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 
c/o Nadia Shevchenko 
Glushkova 17-22, Kiev 252187' 

+7 (044) 252-48-22, 
nadia@gluk.apc.org 



Suppo 
Box 69 
Willow 
M.2M 4K3 Canada 


845 Yonge. St 
Willowdale, Ontario 


85732-7357 USA 
171 

Activist Network 

amento, CA 95819 USA . 
(916) 452-7179 


November-December 1997 Earth First! Page 31 





Daily Planet Publishing 

Earth First! Journal 
POB 1415 

Eugene, OR 97440 USA 

Address Correction Requested 
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GANDALF 

Editors Sentenced 
to Three Tears 

GUILTY OF "CONSPIRACY TO INCITE" 

by Ayelet Hines 



Skeleton of one of the many turtles killed after being caught in a shrimp net 


Texas Turtle Massacre 


by Teri Shore, Earth Island Institute 

S ea turtle activists have demanded an 

emergency closure of Texas shrimp fisheries 
and offered a $5,000 reward for the capture of 
those responsible for a rash of drownings and 
mutilations of endangered sea turtles. The sea 
turtle killings in early November coincided 
with the peak of shrimping season in the Gulf 
of Mexico. 

Earth Island Institute, Humane Society of the 
United States (HSUS) and Houston-based 
Helping Endangered Animals-Ridley Turtles 
(HEART) are demanding the closure after 18 sea 
turtles washed up dead in one week, mostly 
along Padre Island National Seashore. Of these, 
nine sea turtles were found with decapitated 
heads and/or flippers sliced off with straight- 
edged cuts, indicating intentional harm and 
blatant violations of the Endangered Species 


Act. The occurrence of these mutilations during 
the shrimp fishing season is a decades-old trend 
pointing to outlaw shrimpers as the perpetrators 
of these atrocities. "Every year during shrimp 
season, we see turtles washing up dead with 
their head and flippers chopped off, yet this 
never occurs during the Texas closed season," 
said Carole Allen, executive director of Houston- 
based HEART. 

The shrimp industry devastates sea turtle 
populations because shrimp nets often pull in 
both shrimp and turtles. Though required by 
law to use turtle excluder devices (TEDs) to 
prevent turtles from being caught, shrimpers 
wrongly believe the TEDs lower their shrimp 
harvest. Many shrimpers illegally deactivate 
their TEDs and then mutilate captured turtles to 
prevent detection. "We believe shrimpers do 

continued on page 28 


The sting of the verdict from Britain's 
"GANDALF" trial hit the alternative press below 
the belt on November 13, when three editors 
from Green Anarchist (GA) magazine and the 
Animal Liberation Front Supporters Group ( ALFSG ) 
newsletter were sentenced to three years in 
prison. The government brought charges against 
the editors for "conspiracy to incite persons 
unknown to commit criminal damage." Noel 
Molland, Steve Booth and Saxon Burchnall- 
Wood began their sentences the next day. A 
fourth person, Simon Russell, editor of ALFSG, 
was found not guilty. 

The GANDALF trial (its named derived from 
"GA and ALF") lasted nearly three months and 
cost £2 million. It was the culmination of "Op- 
eration Washington," which at its height in- 
volved some 60 police officers and 55 raids 
across England on individuals, groups and 
bookstores between 1995 and 1996. The 
GANDALF defendants claim they were infiltrated 
by a secret police provocateur who assisted in 
the writing of many of the articles found "incit- 
ing" by the court. Among those raided was one 
person whose only crime was purchasing a Green 
Anarchist T-shirt by mail. 

The case has brought attention to Britain's 
conspiracy laws which, according to State 
Watch, are "the most repressive in Europe." 
Under the prosecution's interpretation of the 
laws, just reporting the facts about animal 
liberation or eco-defense actions constitutes 
incitement to commit criminal acts. Judge David 
Selwood even called the defendants "terrorists" 
as he sentenced them before the jury in Ports- 
mouth. The defense claims the military connec- 
tions of Judge Selwood, who spent most of his 

continued on page 25 


Timber Program Takes a Beating on Midwestern 
and Eastern National Forests 


Allegheny NF 
Daniel Boone NF 
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by Jim Bensman & Jason Tockman 

Victories over massive timber sales 
on several national forests in the 
Central Hardwood region have 
activists celebrating and plotting 
long-term strategies for ending the 
timber sale program permanently. 
Through appeals, litigation, direct 
action, public education and letter- 
writing, grassroots forest protection 
groups have dealt major blows to 
timbering on the Allegheny, Daniel 
Boone, Wayne, Shawnee, Hoosier 
and Mark Twain National Forests. To 
sweeten the victories, environmental 


groups have won back court costs 
and attorneys' fees, totaling nearly 
$50,000 from the US Forest Service. 

The recent successes have set 
precedents for logging on national 
forests, including one about the 
application of laws governing forest 
planning and another regarding the 
protection of threatened and 
endangered species. These stop-gap 
measures are providing an interim 
reprieve from logging until more 
sweeping legislative or legal solutions 
come to bear. 

continued on page 21 
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Strategic Partying 


Last issue's opinion piece, "Cult of Nonviolence" 
(Samhain 1997) tweaked a few people's funny bones and 
inspired some lively (livid!?!) responses here at the Journal. 
Beyond the stinging criticisms of certain campaigns and 
philosophies, the current debate seems to focus around a 
call for "new tactics" that will deliver Earth First! from 
frustration and stagnation. In my mind, the question is 
not what "new tactics" to use, but rather how to strategi- 
cally utilize the ones we already have. 

As a movement, EF!'s attitude is as diverse as the colorful 
patchwork corduroy worn by a kid at a Phish show. Each 
group/campaign has its own unique cir- 
cumstances that require specialized tactics. 

This year 8,000 people rallied to save the 
Headwaters forest in northern Califor- 
nia, while 500 people in ski masks 
stormed an open cast mine site in 
Britain and destroyed the equipment 
there in broad daylight. What 
works in one place doesn't neces- 
sarily work in another. Tree sit- 
ting helped save the ancient for- 
ests of Albion's Enchanted 
Meadow in northern California. 

Tree spiking helped save the ancient 
forests of Meares Island in Clayoquot 
Sound, British Columbia. Different 
places, different tactics, same result — no 
one hurt, forests saved. 

But, tactics of themselves don't save places, 
campaigns do. The actions and reactions of a 
campaign during political moments throughout its dura- 
tion saves places. It's not "what" the people involved 
do — blockading, letter writing or suing — but rather "how" 
they do it, meaning their overarching strategy. "How" 
can be putting pressure on the Forest Service or public 
officials to cancel a timber sale, or it can be generating 
hard-hitting media coverage of a corporate polluter. It 
can also be economically crippling an industry in order to 
shut it down. 

Utah Phillips wisely said, "The Earth is not dying. It is 
being killed, and the people doing it have names and 
addresses." So, why aren't we making the lives of the Earth 
rapers utter hell and enjoying ourselves while we're doing 
it? One of the greatest examples in recent memory of how 
to do this was the pieing of Charles Hurwitz. That action 
brought the struggle to save the Headwaters forest into the 
minds of people everywhere and made Hurwitz the laugh- 
ing stock of the nation. 

House parties are another tactical way of applying social 
pressure to the corporate raiders. Jacuzzi sessions, long 
distance phone calls and fancy mixed drinks from their wet 


bars are usually on the house! Ask Harry Merlo, CEO of the 
Louisiana Pacific timber company, whose luxurious home 
hosted such a party for dozens of Redwood Summer activ- 
ists! The protest at Lord Simon's house in Britain [page 15] 
is also a good example of such an action. The activists there 
catalogued and patented everything in his yard to make 
their point that patenting life forms is no one's business. 
Another party during the 1980s, in Seattle, Washington 
boarded up the house of the city's South African consulate 
to protest apartheid. That consulate subsequently closed. 

Round the clock escorts are yet another good thom-in- 
their-side tactic. After all, isn't it up to us to make 
sure the corporados arrive to their executive 
meetings in style with 30 or more of us to 
help them close the deal? 

Our action for the Earth can be pretty 
exciting when we put our hearts in it. But, 
one thing that puts a real damper on the 
creativity and diversity in the move- 
ment is the way people are polarized 
(paralyzed?) in their ideas of what's 
effective and even discredit each other 
over differences of strategy. If we can 
so fully respect the diversity of nature, 
why can't we respect diversity within our 
movement? This diversity is our greatest 
strength. Look at the success of the Warner 
Creek campaign where civil disobedience was 
combined with letter writing, coalition building, 
petitioning, lobbying and road ripping as a po- 
tent statement of the peoples' resistance to the 
1995 Salvage Rider. The controversy among activists over 
the employment of any of these individual tactics eventu- 
ally gave way to a wildly creative expression of all of them. 
People contributed what they felt comfortable contribut- 
ing and let others take action in their own way. In all, it 
took a lot of humility on everyone's part. 

Spin magazine says we're lost in the forests of Idaho. 
That's the impression we are giving to popular culture in 
America. Are we not everywhere? Are we not working on 
more than forest defense? And, don't we do more than 
wave banners and wear Earth First! t-shirts? Resisting the 
destruction of the Earth isn't about subscribing to one 
righteous tactic, but crafting a strategic plan that evaluates 
how a group will reach goals through a multiplicity of ends. 
Strategy is about selecting targets that can be easily person- 
alized and polarized through any set of tactics, so long as 
they further the goals of the campaign. Defending the 
Earth means recognizing our power as individuals and the 
magnified potential, the truly awesome feats, a cooperative 
group of people with diverse talents is capable of. 

— John Bowling 





auna Q^abaia 

Fauna, n. animal life. 

Cabala, n. an esoteric, secret matter or 
mysterious act. 

Some nudibranchs steal biological weapons. These ma- 
rine slugs dine upon cnidarians — the jellyfish, anemones, 
corals and hydroids who have tentacles lined with 
specialized stinging cells. The cells produce and 
harbor tiny projectiles called nematocysts, each 
comprised of barbs, a filamentous thread and 
poison. When a prey animal brush against a ten- 
tacle it trips the hair trigger on each stinging cell's 
surface and is harpooned. When a cell is brushed, 


by Faith Walker 

the extremely high osmotic pressure within it causes water 
to rush in, propelling the thread through the uncapped top 
at a velocity of two meters per second. It turns inside out as 
it goes, such that the barbs at its base flick to the outside like 
miniature switchblades, piercing the prey and releasing a 
paralyzing toxin. 

Nudibranchs, however, are immune to the toxins of 
cnidarians. , After devouring a cnidarian, the undi- 
gested and / untriggered stinging cells are carried to 
the dorsal outgrowths, called cerata, that serve 

as respiratory gills (hence the group's common 
name of nudibranch, meaning naked gill). Here 
the stinging cells are stored in sacs and then used 
against the slugs' own predators, functioning as 
flawlessly as in their original owners. This act of 
thievery is unparalleled: A nudibranch can take 
sophisticated weaponry from members of a com- 
pletely different phylum, move it untriggered through 
c mum W p P.SCH.WW its tissues, and then use the weapon to its own end. 
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EVERY TOOL IN THE BOX 


Learning to Live Like the Coyote Nation 


by Rod Coronado 

The use of a diversity of tactics is 
vital to every movements' success. 
In our movement, such diversity is 
necessary to adequately respond to 
the extremity of assault on Mother 
Earth. By discussing strategies that 
recognize each environmental 
struggle as part of the opposition to 
a larger corporate game plan, we 
begin to integrate our efforts into a 
cohesive battle plan. In this way, 
every action can be viewed as part of 
a united human resistance to the 
destruction of the planet. Rather than appear frag- 
mented, we can break past the diversionary tactics 
of our opposition. When our opponents begin to 
see the inner-city working class, indigenous peoples, 
farm workers, rural residents and college-educated 
youth all working together to oppose timber sales, 
incinerators, radioactive waste storage plans and 
factory-farm pollution, they will be threatened. 
Once potential allies realize our campaigns are in 
the best interests of all, they will not only support 
us, but also accept that it is sometimes necessary to 
break unjust laws and risk going to prison. This will 
help us nurture solidarity with allies who have 
sacrificed much in fighting the same political and 
economic interests we fight. 

We must learn to live like the Coyote Nation that, 
despite the genocide against its race, has actually 
increased its territory and birth rate. We need to 
embrace our resistance with the same vigor that 
every wild animal does in order to survive attack 
from the enemy. Wild life is a hard life, and we need 
to realize it as much as romanticize it, recognizing 
that the struggle requires an ever-increasing degree 
of personal sacrifice. This means practicing the 
ecologically balanced life we propose for others 
while also fighting as if our very lives depended on 
it, because sooner or later they will. 

So when did it change for us? When did we begin 
to determine tactics based on their ability to obtain 
media coverage? When did we begin to distance 
ourselves from illegal direct action? Why not wel- 
come every strike against corporations that, with 
sanctions and subsidies from the government, are 
destroying the planet we all fight for? And, when did 
we as human animals begin to believe that we no 
longer had to risk our own lives for what we believe 
in? Tactical decisions should not be based on a 
political ideology that maintains hope for accep- 
tance and comfort from the society we oppose. 

Many of us choose a purely nonviolent philoso- 
phy without realizing it's a luxury that many activ- 
ists around the world do not share. Very few of us 


face government repression at home for our actions 
and beliefs. By enforcing a dogma that labels any 
slightly aggressive acts as violent and counterpro- 
ductive, we relegate our movement to the confines 
of a privileged society. An effective strategy requires 
the acceptance of individual underground action as 
part of the path to victory. As a movement, we 
struggle to be perceived as nonviolent in the hope 



that we will not alienate the public which might not 
support aggressive defense of the Earth. But it is the 
media, which has a vested interest in portraying our 
movement as isolated from mass support, that de- 
fines our struggle to the outside world, not us. 

Civil disobedience preserves privilege because it 
does not threaten the power structure for longer 
than the time it takes to physically remove us 
from our action sites. When we allow passive 
resistance to separate us from those whose goals 
are the same, but whose tactics are more aggres- 
sive, we isolate allies, making it easier to capture 
and persecute them as "criminal and terrorist." 
It's the old strategy of divide and conquer. The 
state exploits dissident citizens who share a com- 


mon ground with less passive elements; passive 
resisters are threatened with repression and ha- 
rassment, leading them to condemn direct action 
tactics. Such behavior separates privileged and 
educated members of a dominant culture from 
others who, by choice or as victims of oppression, 
resist in a more aggressive fashion. 

Because someone chooses to burn a bulldozer or 
Forest Service office, rather than chain themselves 
to it, we should not distance ourselves from their 
action. Such behavior forsakes our intention to 
utilize a diversity of tactics. There is no need to fear 
losing respectability or acceptance because we em- 
brace illegal action. The history of movements tells 
us such actions are the one thing that gains atten- 
tion from our opponents and respect for less aggres- 
sive elements of the same struggle. 

Passive resistance in China failed in Tienanmen 
Square when thousands of peaceful protesters were 
pitted against a morally vacant government, which 
used the army to murder and imprison hundreds 
who stood in the way of tanks. In China, you would 
have had to peel Ghandi from a tank tread. With 
increasingly immoral opponents, it is not enough 
to say we support tactics that break free from state 
control. We must also emulate those movements 
that are in solidarity with, and provide for, their 
militant elements while pursuing their own chosen 
path of action. 

A friend told me about his trip to Northern Ireland 
with a tour group of Irish-Americans. While driving 
through some of the most heavily policed and mili- 
tarized regions, where peaceful supporters of Irish 
independence are beaten and harassed by British 
forces and murdered by pro-British death squads, the 
Irish nationalists flashed three fingers at the bus load 
of tourists. When asked what it meant, the guide 
replied, "That means Irish Republican Army Third 
Battalion, the division which defends this area." The 
covert hand signal was a silent expression of support 
for the direct action contingent. 

We tend to draw from history only what will 
reinforce what we already think. In the case of the 
radical environmental movement, we believe in 
tactics and strategy practiced by Ghandi and Martin 
Luther King, Jr. but overlook less passive elements 
of their struggles. Martin Luther King's strategy of 
nonviolent resistance was drawn from Ghandi's 
principles used against British colonialism in India. 
In the struggle for India's freedom, Ghandi's tactics 
were not the complete strategy used to achieve 
victory. MLK said, "The principle of self defense, 
even involving weapons and bloodshed, has never 
been condemned, even by Ghandi, who sanctioned 
it for those unable to master pure nonviolence." 
Beyond Ghandi's adherence to a nonviolent cam- 
paign were revolutionaries such as Aruna Asaf Ali, 
who led a violent underground resistance in the 

continued on page 21 
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LETTERS to the editors 



Dear Earth First!: 

Thank you for keeping the Earth clean 
and saving our natural resources. By sav- 
ing our natural resources the Earth will be 
cleaner and less polluted for the next 
generation. I appreciate all you have done 
over the years to save natural land from 
other greedy air-polluting companies. 
What you have done has certainly influ- 
enced me to become more protective of 
the Earth. 

Sincerely, 

— Beth Sholder 
8th grader 

Realizing that EF! article "Lessons from 
Warner Creek" came out a long time ago, 
in the August-September issue, I would 
still like to comment. 

Because I'm going to school right now I 
didn't read the issue when I first got it, but 
I ran across it recently. 

This article, by "Tafflufma" was excel- 
lent. 1 agree with everything in it. It is hard 
to know what strategy to take because so 
many people just don't care. I agree that 


we need mass community support if any- 
thing is going to be accomplished. 

That is why I plan to go to San Luis, 
Colorado in January, Jan. 10-12 to be 
specific, because there is a lot of commu- 
nity support there for stopping the 
clearcutting of five watersheds in the 
Sangre de Christo Mountain Range. This 
is because the Mexican (American) com- 
munity of San Luis needs the watersheds 
as a water resource and spiritually. 

— Karen Canan 

For more information on the San Luis 
campaign see the article on page 16. 

—LP 

Dear Earth First, 

I just read the "Big Velvet Game Farm A 
Blight on Montana's Bitterroot Valley" by 
Hal Herring. I cannot believe the shock it 
invoked in me. I am writing with tears 
pouring out of my eyes and a severe cramp 
in my heart. The pictures were enough for 
me, let alone the few paragraphs I was able 
to read. The only reason I kept reading was 


to find information on how to stop this. I 
cannot believe people can actually carry 
acts like this out over and over. I have never 
been in favor of Chinese herbology or 
slaughtering and this drives home exactly 
why. I can only hope that soon these people 
will realize what the hell they are doing. 

Please if there is anyway to help stop 
this I want to be a part of it. 

Thank you 

Sincerely, 

— Miriam Hough 

Miriam: 

There is no organized resistance to the 
carnage at the Big Velvet Game Farm. You 
can, however, complain to Montana Gover- 
nor Marc Racicot at Governor's Office, State 
Capitol, Helena, MT 59620-0801; fax (406) 
444-5529. 

—LP 

I would like to thank everyone at the EF! 
Journal for doing such an excellent job. 


Please continue your coverage of the Zero 
Cut Bill and the evil Quincy Library Bill. I 
strongly urge everyone who wants to per- 
manently end the rape and destruction of 
our public lands to call their members of 
Congress and to voice their support of 
Zero Cut. The toll-free number for the US 
capitol switchboard is (888) 723-5246. 
Please call them again and again (and be 
sure to tell them how tired you are of 
corporate welfare and subsidized logging). 
In fact, maybe the Journal could print this 
toll-free number in every single issue (in 
the directory section). 

Thank you, 

— Yeshe Dorje 

Greetings Earthlings — 

Some clarification for those of us untu- 
tored in your peculiar ways. Page 16 in 
your Lughnasadh issue informs us of "Cor- 
porate Fall '97," the "End Corporate Domi- 

continued on page 26 
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A HEW ROAD WOUID CARVE XJMES INTO A RARE BLANK SPACE ON THE MAP 


^ \ M < W 




by Peggy Wilcox 

At stake is a 7,000-square-mile in- 
tact watershed — theTaku. On one side 
is a Canadian mining corporation. On 
the other are the Taku River Tlingit 
First Nation (TRT) and British Colum- 
bia conservationists. Caught in the 
middle are the salmon. 

The Taku is the largest unprotected 
wilderness river system on the west- 
ern shore of North America, stretch- 
ing from southeast Alaska to the 
Yukon and bisected by the American/ 
Canadian border, a line drawn from 
mountain peak to mountain peak 
along the Coast Range. A recent pro- 
posal to reopen a mine and construct 
a new road in the Taku would carve 
lasting lines into this rare blank space 
on the map. 

Mining isn't new to the Taku; the 
area was active during the gold rush of 
1898 and then again after the 1930s 
when small-scale mining reappeared 
along the rich mineral belt Alaska 
shares with Canada. In the 1950s, 
Cominco Corporation operated the 
"Tulsequah Chief," located about 50 
miles by air from Juneau, at the 
confluence of the Tulsequah and Taku 
Rivers. But globally depressed copper 
prices forced Cominco to close the 
mine six years after start-up. In 1995, 
a Canadian-based mining company, 
Redfern Resources Ltd., purchased the 
defunct Tulsequah Chief copper mine 
and wants to open it, despite the fact 
that copper, considering all costs, is 
worth less now than when Cominco 
gave up on the mine. 

But this is more than just a mine 
proposal. If the Tulsequah Chief 
mine starts operations, the owners 
will have a heavy, low-value product 
mined from a remote watershed with 
no road or rail access. Air transport 
can be cost-effective for gold, with 
its relatively high value per ounce; 
but copper isn't worth enough to 
pay its way. Fifty years ago, Cominco 
used a water route, barging the ore 
down the river to southeast Alaska. 
But glacial recession and rebound, 
combined with dramatic floods, have 
played havoc with the Taku. Glacial 


changes and floods affect channel 
paths and deposit tons of glacial de- 
bris, making the lower part of the 
river extremely difficult to navigate. 
From the perspective of Redfern, 
these inconveniences mean there is 


only one way to get their copper to 
market: a road. Redfern proposes a 
160-kilometer road, stretching from 
Atlin to the Tulsequah Chief mine 
site, with multiple stream crossings 
along its course. As we've learned in 
southeast Alaska, every river and 
stream crossing has potentially dam- 
aging effects on the salmon habitat 
downstream. 

All this for a mine that Redfern ad- 
mits will probably operate for a maxi- 
mum of ten years. Millions of public 
dollars and months of construction, 
just to reach a mediocre ore body that 
will dry up in ten years? To make the 
project worthwhile, the proposed road 
and mine would likely be just the 
beginning of commercial activity in 
the Taku area. Currently there is no 
large-scale logging, mining or settle- 
ment activity in the watershed, but 
the Taku is rich in timber and other 
mineral deposits. With such a wealth 
of resources, the Taku would be prime 
territory for new industry. And, you 


can bet that if BC carves a new road 
into the heart of the Taku, clearcuts, 
more mines and even more roads 
wouldn't be far behind. 

Today, the orange-colored runoff 
from the abandoned Tulsequah Chief 


is clearly visible as you fly from Juneau 
to Atlin. Acid pollution from the 
Tulsequah Chief continues to leach 
toxic sulfuric acid into the river — 50 
years after the fact. Drafts of Redfern's 
proposal to the British Columbian 
government state that "reactivation 
of the [mine] could result in chronic 
discharge of effluent contaminated 
with acids, heavy metals, petroleum 
products, and/or toxic reagents." In 
addition, failure of the proposed tail- 
ings impoundment is almost guaran- 
teed: Two or three times each sum- 
mer, melting glaciers cause sudden 
and extreme floods on the Taku — at 
times releasing 65-billion gallons of 
water over a 12-hour period. Release of 
the mine tailings could devastate down- 
stream fisheries, which make millions 
for Alaskan and Canadian commercial 
fishers. At a time when Canada and 
the United States find themselves at 
odds over salmon resources, reopen- 
ing the mine and endangering salmon 
runs is irresponsible. 


The'Atlin-basedTRT is also dismayed 
by Redfern's proposal. The Taku is 
part of theTRT's traditional land range, 
and they are currently in negotiations 
with the BC government, seeking re- 
dress of their land claims. To the TRT, 
it is an obvious breach of good faith by 
the provincial government to allow 
development of the watershed before 
the issue is settled, especially after the 
TRT has expressed strong disapproval 
of road building in its traditional lands. 
The TRT is currently develop- 
ing a land protection plan for 
the entire watershed and has 
established alliances with both 
local and regional environmen- 
tal groups, including the Taku 
Wilderness Association, also 
based in Atlin. 

When roads are developed 
in previously unroaded areas, 
resource after resource is ex- 
ploited, poaching increases, 
and the area quickly loses its 
habitat and wilderness values. 
Any developments conceived 
for the Taku region should be 
| considered only after the fi- 
? nal settlement of the TRT's 
I treaty negotiations. 

| Despite our growing knowl- 
*' edge of the value of wild places 
to the health of the planet, 
these unique areas are con- 
tinually sacrificed for short- 
term industrial development. The 
Taku stands out as more than spe- 
cial; it is the very last large, unpro- 
tected, unroaded watershed on the 
West coast of North America. If we 
lose the Taku to roading, mining 
and logging, the planet will lose an 
irreplaceable treasure. 

What you can do to help: The deci- 
sion whether or not to allow the mine 
project and access road is expected in 
January. Please write to Governor Tony 
Knowles and express your opposition 
to mining and road development in 
the Taku, including concerns about 
potential impacts on fish, wildlife and 
Alaska's water quality. Contact Gov- 
ernor Tony Knowles at POB 110001, 
Juneau, AK 99811-0001; fax (907) 465- 
3532. For further info, contact South- 
east Alaska Conservation Council at 
419 6th St., #328, Juneau, AK 99801; 
(907) 586-6942. 

Peggy Wilcox is a grassroots orga- 
nizer with the Southeast Alaska 
Conservation Council. 



The Tulsequah Chief Mine and a 99-mile road will destroy the largest unprotected, intact river system on the 

Pacific Coast of North America. 



Courageous wolves that stand out from the pack to Representatives 
Cynthia McKinney and James Leach for breaking party ranks and calling for 
environmental and fiscal responsibility. Republican Congressman Leach from 
Iowa and Democrat McKinney from Georgia signed on as original cosponsors 
of the National Forest Protection and Restoration Act, which would end 
commercial logging on Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management 
and Wildlife Refuge lands. 

A wolf whose spirit will never be broken to Mumia 
Abu-Jamal for publishing his second book, Death 
Blossoms, in defiance of prison rules. Mumia, 
who sits on death row despite abundant evi- 
dence that should have cleared his name, 
espouses a love of life while exposing the 
injustice, racism and inhumanity of 
America's prison systems. 

A bounding wolf escaping captivity to 
Animal Liberation Front (ALF) and Earth 
Liberation Front (ELF) activists who freed a 
dozen wild horses from Bureau of Land Man- 
V GMT' /WNK agement corrals in eastern Oregon. The ALF 

and ELF claimed responsibility for the release 
of the wild horses and the burning of horse pens 
and chutes, which did not injure any animals. 
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A low-down, double-doo-doo poodle to The Wilderness Society Director 
Charles Wilkinson who filed a legal brief supporting logging one of the few old- 
growth ponderosa pine forests left in the Southwest. The brief could also set a 
terrible legal precedent if the court accepts Wilkinson's recommendation to ban 
other groups within a coalition from taking broader legal action to stop the logging. 

A miserable cur of a poodle groveling for table scraps to The Peregrine 
Fund for being the only organization to send a letter of support for the proposed 
"No Surprises" rule to the US Fish and Wildlife Service. Hundreds of groups 
registered their opposition to the rule, which would further weaken the 
Endangered Species Act. 

A limp, nadless poodle to the Northern Alaska Environmental 
Center, an organization that can normally be counted on to defend 
northern and interior Alaska, for shamelessly promoting a plan 
to sterilize, transplant and kill wolves in the Fortymile 
region. Biologists from the Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game began sterilizing alpha male and 
female wolves after Governor Knowles ap- 
proved the plan in mid-November. At least 
one wolf has already died from complica- 
tions. To protest the Alaska wolf sterilization 
call Governor Knowles at (907) 465-3500. Tell 
him "Wolves need their 'nads!" 

A sub-speciesist poodle to the Earth 
First! Journal staff for its bigotry against 
poodles and for not covering the oppres- 
sion of the smallpox virus. 
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River Run 


REsromNq GIen Canyon 

by Steve Hannon and Richard Ingebretsen 

Bruce Berger, author of Once Was a River, wrote: 
"Remember things lost — in another generation, no 
one alive will have a personal memory of Glen 
Canyon. The once pulsating life of the canyon coun- 
try is gone. To abolish such a place is not merely to 
destroy, it is to engage in collective amnesia. It 
becomes incumbent upon us to keep Glen Canyon 
alive if only as a wound that will not heal, to give us 
eyes and hearts, the precedent and the rage to defend 
what is left and to restore what is gone." 

The Glen Canyon Institute was formed to keep 
the memory of Glen Canyon alive. Indeed, it in- 
tends to heal the wound of Lake 
Powell by restoring the Colorado 
River to its former course and 
draining the dam, a proposal 
which was largely dismissed until 
the Sierra Club endorsed it last 
year. But what is labeled impos- 
sible is often just the needed medi- 
cine, as a little history of the Glen 
Canyon Dam reveals. 

R ivers have historically been 
divided into upper and lower 
water users. As water flows 
downstream, lower water users get 
"free" water. The Colorado River 
receives water from seven Western 
states. To allocate the Colorado 
River water "equitably," these 
seven states agreed to the Colo- 
rado River Compact in 1922. The 
states were divided into upper and 
lower basins, with Lee's Ferry, Ari- 
zona selected as the arbitrary di- 
viding point. After the Compact 
was ratified by the' legislatures of 
the states, hydrologists realized that 
the assumed annual flow of 15 
million acre feet (MAF) of water 
was wrong (an acre foot of water would almost cover 
a football field with one foot of water). In fact, the 
correct yield is about 12 MAF. The river was then 
considered to have a "deficit" flow. Immediately, 
engineers and politicians started planning river stor- 
age so that the deficit could be made up. 

In addition, a more fundamental error was incorpo- 
rated into the Colorado River Compact. The upper 
basin states (Utah, Colorado, Wyoming and New 
Mexico) agreed to guarantee to the lower basin (Cali- 
fornia, Arizona and Nevada) the delivery of one-half 
the assumed production of the river: 7 5 MAF every ten 
years. In other words, regardless of the amount of 
precipitation, 75 MAF has to be delivered. To distrib- 
ute water to the states as outlined in the Compact, the 
Bureau of Reclamation proposed the Colorado River 
Storage Project (CRSP) in the 1950s. A number of dams 
were to be built, including ones in Echo Park, Split 
Mountain and Glen Canyon. The Glen Canyon Dam 
was proposed so that exactly 7.5 MAF of water would 
flow downstream to lower water users. 

The Sierra Club was the keystone in the fight 
against the two dams that were to be built in Dino- 
saur National Monument — Echo Park and Split Moun- 
tain. Headed by the articulate and powerful David 
Brower, the Sierra Club's policy was that "no major 
scenic resource should be sacrificed for power genera- 
tion." The Sierra Club fought hard to prevent these 
two dams from being built. After all, thousands of 
people visit these areas each year. But hardly anyone 
had seen Glen Canyon. To end a battle that had 
become deadlocked, environmental groups, includ- 
ing the Sierra Club, agreed to withdraw their opposi- 
tion to Glen Canyon Dam and the CRSP if the Echo 
Park and Split Mountain dams were not built. With 
the opposition gone, Congress authorized the CRSP 
in 1956, without the Echo Park and Split Mountain 
dams, but including the Glen Canyon Dam. 

Despite the geologists' doubts about the design, 
despite the hydrologists' assurance that the water 
storage would be wasteful, and despite the power 


engineers' prediction that cheaper electricity could 
come from a longer-lasting resource than a dam on 
the beautiful Colorado River, Glen Canyon Dam was 
built. When the reservoir's water rose, hundreds of 
thousands of acres of the most beautiful scenery in 
the world was destroyed, including over 3,000 Indian 
ruins and nearly 200 miles of the Colorado River. 

In the last 40 years, dams have been built with 
reckless abandon along the Colorado. There are now 
some 60 dams in Colorado, Utah and Arizona clog- 
ging the Colorado's oxbows and canyons. 

The Case Against the Dam 

The Glen Canyon Institute's efforts to breach the 
Glen Canyon Dam have been hampered at every 
turn by those who claim that the dam is "necessary" 


to meet the energy and water needs of the Compact 
states. The hard numbers, however, reveal that the 
dam is, in fact, only being used to expand the riches 
of those who already profit from the extraction of 
public resources from public lands. 

The Glen Canyon Dam was primarily intended by 
the Bureau of Reclamation to be a power production 
"cash register" — a power source to pump water to 
Phoenix. According to the Western Area Power 
Administration, however, Glen Canyon provides 
only 1.4 percent of the total power produced in the 
Western states. This electricity is used to make the 
Las Vegas strip visible from a space shuttle through 
all but the heaviest cloud cover. It enables every 
aspect of people's lives in Phoenix and Tucson to be 
carried out at an artificial 72°F from May through 
September. It is used to pump more than a million 
acre feet of water 300 miles -across several Sonoran 
Desert mountain ranges (over 3,000 vertical feet) in 
order to grow cotton and grass in 115°F heat. Even 
a modest reduction in these uses of electrical power 
would wholly eliminate the need for the Glen 
Canyon power plant. 

The argument for water containment is even 
more specious than that for power production. For 
example, of California's 4.4-MAF share, 3.0 MAF are 
diverted into the Imperial Valley to grow plants, 
and 57 percent of that amount is used exclusively to 
grow grass to feed cattle on public lands. The 600 
very flush alfalfa farmers in the Valley pay exactly 
$0.00 for all that water. The result is a double 
subsidy for the cattle barons: essentially free public 
lands grazing and totally free water to grow their 
grass. Likewise, the California Aqueduct draws off 
1.4 MAF for delivery to San Diego, the Los Angeles 
Basin and surrounding areas for lawns and the 
thousands of acres of golf course in and around 
Palm Springs. Also ponder the fact that even though 
California occupies only a tiny piece of the Colo- 
rado River Basin, it gets the lion's share of the water. 

In summary, if the Compact provisions cited 


above were correcfei&with everyone just taking the 
river as it actually flows, and if only the most grossly 
wasteful watering of cotton and cow feed were 
eliminated, the 25-MAF Mead Reservoir alone could 
easily satisfy the current and reasonable future wa- 
ter needs of the lower basin, as well as provide the 
1.5 MAF specified in a 1944 treaty with Mexico. 

In October 1996, the Glen Canyon Institute in- 
vited leading scientists, engineers and Bureau of 
Reclamation officials to its annual meeting to dis- 
cuss the issue of draining the reservoir behind Glen 
Canyon Dam, Lake Powell. That meeting made it 
clear that there are many other reasons to drain the 
reservoir. For example, the lake is filling with sedi- 
ment at an alarming rate. In perhaps as little as 150 
years the reservoir will be filled to the point that the 
dam is nonfunctional. Every year, one MAF of water 
in the reservoir is wasted by bank seepage and 
evaporation, enough water to supply Los Angeles 
with water for that year or Salt Lake City for five 
years. Also, the boaters on the reservoir put enough 
oil into the water every five years to 
equal one Valdez oil spill. 

Can the Canyon Be Restored? 

Many have argued that the canyon 
walls might collapse and landslides 
would result if the reservoir were 
drained. While it's true that rock falls 
will occur, Navajo sandstone gener- 
ally does not crumble and fall apart 
after prolonged immersion. That's too 
bad, actually. If it did, the dam abut- 
ments would have collapsed long ago. 
In addition, the breathtaking 
^ beauty of the canyon has not been 
I lost. The distinctive desert varnish 

0 

s on the canyon walls is an overall 
| patina on the stone, predominantly 
5 caused by the slow accumulation of 
| oxides of manganese. The very thin 
g coating has been leached out by pro- 
1, longed immersion and will not re- 
|turn within the human concept of 

1 time (witness the rock carvings that 
f are still clearly visible throughout 

the Colorado Plateau). But the 
leached layer of former patina will 
quickly flake off, revealing the bright 
native sandstone. In 40 to 50 years, at most, there 
will be a beautiful, clean, rose-orange canyon. 
Louisiana Pacific waits longer than that to grow a 
new crop of trees. 

T he famed "tapestry" of the canyon is formed by 
water periodically flowing from the rim and 
from seeps in the walls. This will return quite 
quickly throughout the canyon because of the huge 
amount of water that has been forced back into the 
sandstone. The Bureau of Reclamation has estimated 
that there is probably 15 MAF in "bank storage" — 
over half the amount in free storage in the reservoir. 
Without the pressure that forced it into the banks, 
the water will slowly return through faults, joints, 
seams and cracks over many decades, forming tapes- 
tries as it runs over the rock. The canyon walls just 
below the dam, where water has been leaking for 
about 30 years, now have heavy streaking. 

The Glen Canyon Institute, the Sierra Club and 
other environmental groups have committed them- 
selves to the restoration of the entire Colorado River 
system. They have begun an environmental assess- 
ment to provide the scientific basis for alternative 
uses of the Colorado River and to advocate the 
restoration of damaged ecosystems. 

There is still hope of restoring the grandeur of 
Glen Canyon and strengthening our commitment 
to preserve the health of the Grand Canyon and the 
Sea of Cortez. The benefits from our efforts will 
prove that there is more money to be made in 
conservation, more jobs, more wildlife and greater 
security in free-flowing rivers than in the outdated 
notions of conservation through impoundment. 

Steven Hannon is the author of the recently pub- 
lished novel, Glen Canyon. To order a copy call 1- 
800-247 -6 5 S3. 

Richard /. Ingebretsen, M.D., Ph.D, is president of 
the Glen Canyon Institute. You can contact the 
Institute at 165 S. Main St., Lower Level, Salt Lake 
City, UT 84111; (801) 322-0064; e-mail: 
richi@glencanyon.org; www.glencanyon.org. 
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Glen Canyon Dam under construction in 1961 



! ig Jungle Gym for Motorheads? 


by Scott Silver 

In a recent address to the Public Relations Society 
of America, Tom Miller reported the survey findings 
of his company, the polling firm Roper Starch World- 
wide. "The bad news is, Americans are much more 
cynical about business," said Miller. "The good news 
is that Americans' expectations for honesty among 
businesses have gone down." The standing-room- 
only audience laughed appreciatively. 

This may be "good news" for Roper, a company 
yielding extreme influence when it comes to shaping 
public policy for the benefit of its corporate clients. 
It is, however, far from good news for those of us who 
still, perhaps naively, believe the US is a truly demo- 
cratic nation, governed by the will of the people. 

How many readers are fa- 
miliar with the National En- 
vironmental Education and 
Training Foundation 
(NEETF)? It is a private, non- 
profit organization estab- 
lished by the US Congress to 
"promote and support edu- 
cation and training as neces- 
sary tools to further envi- 
ronmental protection and 
sustainable, environmen- 
tally sound development." 

Sounds great, doesn't it? 

But if you knew that Roper 
Starch Worldwide provides the research from which 
NEETF writes its educational material, might not that 
raise a warning flag? How objective can a report such 
as NEETF's "Environmental Attitudes and Behaviors 
of American Youth" be if its data was supplied by a 
company of questionable integrity, a company hawk- 
ing the somewhat oxymoronic message that corpo- 
rate responsibility "will drive the nation's environ- 
mental agenda well into the 21st century." Presum- 
ably, NEETF's board members, from companies such 
is Phillips Petroleum and Arizona Public Service (a 
nuclear energy provider), have no problem with 
Roper's attitude. Perhaps they even found Miller's 
joke funny. 

So, perhaps, did the top managers of the Bureau of 
Land Management, US Forest Service, Tennessee 
Valley Authority and the Federal Highway Adminis- 
tration, federal agencies that use Roper's survey re- 
sults to justify their entirely new paradigm for recre- 
ation policy — one strongly biased toward "commer- 
cialization, privatization and motorization." 

It would be wrong to believe that federal policy was 
being created by public attitudes and opinions re- 
vealed by Roper's research. Quite the contrary, Roper's 
surveys are conducted specifically to justify and 
rationalize action-plans already long contemplated 
by its clients. 

For example, consider the highly unpopular dem- 
onstration recreation fee program authorized as a 
legislative rider to a "must pass" appropriations bill. 
The original recreation fee legislation proposed by 
anti-environmental Representative Jim Hansen (R- 
UT) was strongly opposed by virtually every major 
environmental group because it would have shifted 
the focus of public lands management from conser- 
vation to revenue generation. Hansen's bill was so 
terrible that even the dreaded 104th Congress wasn't 
extreme enough to pass it. 

The demonstration trail fee program recently in- 
troduced at selected test-sites around the nation was 
not, however, the brainchild of Rep. Hansen or of 
any other elected or appointed government official. 
This program comes to us courtesy of the American 
Recreation Coalition (ARC) and its affiliate the Rec- 
reation Roundtable (RR). ARC lobbied long and hard 
for this program and was rewarded for its effort by 
being named the program's official private partner in 
a "public/private partnership." 

For those unfamiliar with ARC, it was founded in 
1979 and describes itself as "a nonprofit federation 
that provides a unified voice for recreation interests 
to ensure their full and active participation in gov- 
ernment policy-making on issues such as public land 
management, energy and liability." Or, it uses this 
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alternate description: "a national federation with 
more than 100 private sector members, including 
many of the nation's most prominent recreation 
companies and recreation associations. Since its in- 
ception, ARC has sought to catalyze public/private 
partnerships to enhance and protect recreation op- 
portunities and resources." 

The Recreation Roundtable, on the other hand, 
"was formed in 1989 to provide a key group of 
creative outdoor recreation industry CEO's with a 
forum for discussion regarding public policies affect- 
ing recreation and to serve as a catalyst for partner- 
ship actions which enhance recreation opportunities 
in America." Incidentally, ARC and the RR share the 
same address and telephone number. 

The ARC has been working behind the political 

scene and has, over the 
years, established ex- 
ceedingly close ties with 
numerous influential 
congresspeople, as well 
as past presidents, no- 
tably Reagan and Bush. 
ARC also maintains ex- 
tremely close ties with 
the wise-use movement 
and actively partici- 
pates in several anti-en- 
vironmental corporate 
front groups. ARC'S 
growing political influ- 
ence spawned the offshoot Recreation Roundtable 
and the Recreation Exchange as additional av- 
enues to press its agenda upon receptive, or vul- 
nerable, officials. 

While the current recreation fee program is bad, 
the upcoming recreation Super Bill, authored by 
Senator Frank Murkowski with help from ARC'S 
Derrick Crandall, is far worse. Needless to say, this 
package is a dream come true for the motorized 
recreation community, private recreation provid- 
ers, public-lands concessionaires and those corpo- 
rations interested in participating in the coming 
wave of public/private partnerships. Just one of the 
proposed acts under this umbrella bill would in- 
clude legislation "authorizing and defining the ap- 
propriate role of sponsors in national parks and 
other federal lands." Look for this truly dreadful 
legislation to come to a vote before the close of the 
next congressional session. 

Also look for the recreation survey used to jus- 
tify the current trail fee program to be rolled out 
once more as justification for the new recreation 
Super Bill. The survey is the fourth in a series by 
Roper Starch Worldwide; it is called "Recreation 
Roundtable Survey: Outdoor Recreation 
in America." 

Having introduced the organiza- 
tions actually calling the shots, it 
would be helpful to know more 
about their membership and 
affiliations. This is where the 
picture begins to get downright 
scary for those who enjoy low-im- 
pact recreational pursuits or who con- 
sider themselves friends of the Earth. 

Amongst ARC'S 110-plus corporate 
members, you won't find a single low-im- pact 
recreation or pro-environmental group. ARC'S spon- 
sors consist of campground associations, motor- 
sport user groups, snowmobile manufacturers, RV 
dealerships, equipment manufacturers, off road 
vehicle associations, public lands concessionaires, 
petroleum companies, the Walt Disney Company 
and a whole host of other industrial recreation 
providers. The outdoor interests seated around the 
Recreation Roundtable are much the same. You 
might be thinking: " I've heard enough conspiracy 
talk about corporate cabals. I just want to know 
what, if anything, this has to do with the future of 
public lands management?" 

Another key player is Francis Pandolfi, former 
chairman of the Recreation Roundtable and board 
member of the NEETF. The man is now referred to as 
"Dombeck's gatekeeper." Perhaps it was natural that 


on his first day as Forest Service Chief, Michael 
Dombeck announced the appointment of Pandolfi 
to a specially created government position, Forest 
Service Chief of Staff. The two have worked together 
for years, and Dombeck likes Pandolfi's no-nonsense 
business approach. According to a July 23, 1997, 
article in The Times, Pandolfi says that the agency 
"should look at recreation as a business, and a boom- 
ing business at that." To former Times Mirror CEO 
Pandolfi, that means treating you and me as paying 
"customers" and the activities we enjoy as "brands." 
Pandolfi "foresees the Forest Service taking its cue 
from corporations like Proctor & Gamble, which has 
such brand names as Tide. Instead of selling brands 
of detergent and toothpaste, Pandolfi envisions the 
Forest Service having brands of recreation, such as 
camping, biking, skiing." 

Industrial-strength recreation is not a new idea for 
Dombeck, but one he was advocating long before he 
controlled the Forest Service. According to the Na- 
tional Forest Recreation Association (an ARC mem- 
ber representing private concessionaires on public 
lands), "In Dombeck's view, the recreation industry 
needs to find a way to get its economic story told in 
a believable fashion. Despite the common view of 
recreation as less significant than other uses of the 
public lands, Dr. Dombeck asserted his belief that the 
long-term future of public lands will be associated 
with recreation." 

So in 1996, the Recreation Roundtable commis- 
sioned Roper Starch Worldwide to conduct another 
survey. According to the National Forest Recreation 
Association, "The 1996 survey was also designed to 
help the recreation industry and government offi- 
cials understand public attitudes toward higher rec- 
reation fees, asking how much more recreationists 
would have been willing to pay on their last visit to 
a federal recreation site." Perhaps it comes as little 
surprise that the Roper survey concluded that the 
new recreation fees should be charged mainly for 
Wilderness use and for other low-impact pastimes 
because "recreationists who were least willing to pay 
more included fishermen, RVers and motorcyclists/ 
snowmobilers." Apparently, in today's business en- 
vironment, you get what you pay for, especially 
when it comes to private surveys. 

In 1997, Roper conducted another survey for the 
Recreation Roundtable. This time, however, the RR 
was joined by four sponsors, the US Forest Service, 
BLM, Tennessee Valley Authority and Federal High- 
way Administration. According to Roper, "The 
study sponsors will meet after studying the find- 
ings to decide upon appropriate activities to en- 
hance recreation quality in America for customers 
common to the public and private sectors. Re- 
sponses will be based upon public/private coopera- 
tion and coordination." 

No public input, no public process. You and I are 
no longer the owners of these resources; we have 
metamorphosed into mere consumers and 
paying customers. Dombeck's bold new fu- 
ture for public lands is one of "public/pri- 
vate" partnerships and an increasing trend 
toward the Disnification of nature. 

The story you have just read is not a conspiracy 
theory. It's a simple presentation of readily available 
facts. It is, however, a tale not often heard by the 
general public. And it is a tale that I hope will inspire 
an outpouring of protest against the current recre- 
ation fee program and especially against the ARC/ 
Murkowski recreation Super Bill. 

In this article, we have provided background infor- 
mation about the corporate powers currently shap- 
ing America's public lands policies. We have also 
introduced several of the key players in this political 
game. In the next part of this two-part series, we will 
closely examine where these policies are actually 
headed and will provide specific examples of the 
types of changes that are envisioned for our nation's 
public lands. 

Scott Silver is executive director of Wild Wilderness in 
Bend, Oregon, which has fought for undeveloped recre- 
ation since 1991. Readers can visit their website: http:// 
www.wildwildemess.org or contact Wild Wilderness, 
248 NW Wilmington Avenue, Bend, OR 97701. 








NO COMPROMISE IN DEFENSE OF “UNCHARISMATIC” MICROFAUNA 


plan only identified three recovery units and did 
not protect habitat areas zoned for residential and 
commercial development or areas permanently al- 
tered by human actions. 

The USFWS estimates that it would cost $ 1,596,000 
to implement the recovery plan. These costs do not 
include land acquisition and operational costs for 
management of lands. 

Few conservation organizations have come for- 
ward to defend the Delhi Sands ecosystem of the fly 
for many reasons. Since the proposed listing of the 
species, the wise-use movement has adopted it as 
the poster child of what is wrong with the Endan- 
gered Species Act (ESA). 

There has been little to no support from the public 
to protect the fly because the media has been com- 
pletely unsympathetic. Industry groups have strate- 
gically used it to successfully persuade Congress 
that the ESA has gone too far. Obviously industry 
groups and their National Endangered Species Re- 
form Coalition sought out the most "uncharismatic" 
species to launch an ESA attack. 

Unfortunately for the flower-loving fly, the county 
of San Bernardino wants to build a new medical 
center adjacent to one of the six remaining habitat 
sites. The medical center itself would not "take" 
(kill) any of the flies, but the proposed parking lot 
would. When the USFWS requested that the County 
redesign the parking lot to minimize the take, all 
hell broke loose. 

The local wise-use group Inland Action Inc., "a 
nonprofit, nonpolitical corporation of public spir- 
ited citizens who are banded together to aid in the 
economic development of the Inland Empire, " hired 
scientists to assist in the defamation of the Delhi 
Sands flower-loving fly's importance on Earth. In 
1994, scientist Stephen T. Lilburn, who is also 
j/Sv the environmental cochair- 

man of Inland Action 
I Inc., prepared a report 

>N- and comparative analysis of 

conservation costs per fly 
versus inpatient and out- 
patient costs. "Based on the 
amount of money spent 
jg. iO f\y for mitigation, our county 

^ could have treated 494 in- 
patients or 23,644 outpa- 
tients." But, property val- 
ues had been speculated by developers in the area to 
the point that the per-acre price was based on an 
approved development, as if the medical center had 
already been built. 

In addition, Steve Lilburn and other consultants 
on the project charged such high fees when the 
medical center parking lot had to be modified to 
mitigate impacts that it cost over three million 
dollars to conserve eight flower-loving flies. 

In the end, the eight endangered flower-loving 
flies did not become millionaires, but they did 
create jobs for and put money in the pockets of 
ungrateful Private Interest Groups (PIGS) that have 
squashed the truth and the fly. 

Broadcaster Tom Brokaw, NBC and network-owner 
General Electric assisted the wise-use movement by 
spreading Lilburn's misinformation on the evening 
news. This helped bring Secretary Babbitt to his 
knees. That newscast, coupled with the previous 
misinformation about the Stephen's kangaroo-rat 
and wildfires in Riverside County, led Secretary 
Babbitt and the USFWS to back off in enforcing 
the ESA. 

The Clinton administration apparently did not 
want to risk any more bad publicity and succumbed 
to the will of the anti-ESA industry terrorists — 
revealing, in the end, that even the male fly has 
more of a backbone than Babbitt or Clinton. 

As for the endangered Delhi Sands flower-loving 
fly, the future looks bleak. And the ramifications 
extend to all species and ecosystems, as the fight for 
the fly is also the fight to stop the ESA from being 
chipped away. The saga and fate of the fly calls out 
from the moral, spiritual, ecological and evolution- 
ary center of Creation: "Who's next?" 


by Leeona Klippstein 

"Do you think some endangered species could be 
cloned?" asked US Representative George Brown. 
"We have a problem with an endangered fly in my 
district of California." It was the most ridiculous 
question posed during congressional hearings on 
cloning ethics to Ian Wilmut, the geneticist who 
cloned the world-renowned ewe, Dolly. 

Considered an ally by the conservation commu- 
nity, Representative Brown's line of questioning 
revealed a common wise-use sentiment. Portrayed 
as a common house fly by some anti-environmen- 
talists, the Delhi Sands flower-loving fly is a unique, 
inch-long insect that looks like a hybrid of a dragon- 
fly, wasp and hummingbird. 

If Congressman Brown really understood the 
"problem" faced by the endangered fly, he would 
have asked, "Can we clone an ecosystem?" The 
Delhi Sands flower-loving fly is endemic to the 
Colton Dune System in northwestern Riverside and 
southwestern San Bernardino Counties in southern 
California. The once 40-square miles of Delhi Sands 
habitat has been reduced to 49 acres. 

When the fly was listed as endangered in September 
of 1993, the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
estimated that 97 percent of the Delhi Sands 
ecosystem had been destroyed and converted to 
agricultural, residential or commercial urban uses, 
including sand and gravel mining operations. 
Recreational activities, such as off-road vehicle use, 
caused further stress on the Delhi Sands flower- 
loving fly population, which deposits eggs and 
establishes larval growth beneath delicate layers of 
crusting fine sands. 

The flower-loving fly is a strong, fast flyer and is 
capable of ^ 


In a key rul- 
ingin the Earth 

case, US District ''ME' 

Wilken denied M 

immunity from 
prosecution to 
agents of the 

for their mis- 
handling of the 

1990 car bombing of Earth First! oi 
Judi Bari and Darryl Cherney. The ci' 
lawsuit, filed in 1991, charges the 
OPD with false arrest, illegal search 
zure, and conspiracy to violate £ 


Judge Wilken s ruling could be the most 
significant victory yet, clearing the way to 
take this landmark civil rights case to a jury 
trial. Wilken's ruling states plaintiffs have 
made an adequate showing that the FBI and 
OPD deliberately misrepresented evidence re- 
garding the location and makeup of the bomb 
in order to justify the false arrest of Baii and 
Cherney. Wilken also upheld the right to sue 
individual officers and agents for illegal 
searches and lor conspiracy to "drill plain- 
tiffs' advocacy on behalf of Earth First!" 

Further, Wilken upheld the illegal search 
charges and agreed that there is "substantial 
showing of deliberate falsehood or reckless 
disregard of the truth" on behalf of the police 
agents. She stated that if the OPD had not 
misrepresented facts in its search warrant, for 
example by falsely characterizing Bari and 
Cherney as violent terrorists, the magistrate 
would not have granted the warrant. 


stationary hovering flight. It has a long 
tubular proboscis that may be used, as 
with butterflies, for extracting nectar from 
flowers. A rather large insect with an orange-brown 
elongated body, the fly has a freckled abdomen. 
The adult female is able to elongate and wave the 
lower portion of her body in a mating ritual while 
perched upon various plants of the Delhi Sands 
community. Her spine is stronger than the males', 
enabling her to bore through the crust of fine sands 
to deposit eggs. 

Recent taxonomic studies of federally endangered 
species indicate that the fly belongs in the midas 
flying family (Mydidae) rather than the flower- 
loving fly family (Apioceridaue). Regardless of how 
this species is categorized, it is quite simply a mi- 
raculous winged creature on the brink of extinction. 

As of fall of 1995, there were only six known sites 
on 45 acres of relatively pristine habitat inhabited 
by the fly. With an estimated 120-300 breeding 
adults, the distribution of the flower-loving fly has 
been restricted to less than two percent of its former 
range. Regardless, Secretary of the Interior Bruce 
Babbitt and the USFWS field supervisor of the 
Carlsbad, California office have continued to issue 
incidental take permits through Habitat Conserva- 
tion Plans, licensing corporations to kill species for 
private-profit activities. 

Between the time of listing in 1993 and the date 
that the draft recovery plan was published in 1996, 
Dr. Rudy Mattoni, a UCLA entomologist, found that 
two of the six known sites were no longer extant. In 
the draft recovery plan, it was also assumed that two 
other sites may support the Delhi fly, but they have 
not been surveyed to support that conclusion. The 


, . 

or from tins 


part of a larger J BI operation against them and 
Earth First! COINTELPRO is an FBI program 
designed (in the words of J. Edgar Hoover) to 
"expose, disrupt, misdircr t, discredit and ||1| 
erwise neutralize" activists and groups advo- 
cating social change in the US. This program 
was ordered disbanded in the 1970s after the 
US Senate found the practice unconstitutional. 
The case of Judi and Darryl shows clearly that 
COINTELPRO is alive and well in the '90s. 

For more information contact Redwood Sum- 
mer Justice Project, POB 14720, Santa Rosa, 
CA 95402; (707) 887-0262; http:// 

www.monitor.net/~bari. .... 
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Bison Under Fire 


For thousands of years, Indians and the buffalo 
lived together, a harmony that symbolized their 
way of life. Then from the East the white man 
came, wiping out the buffalo. The only remaining 
wild herd today lives in and around Yellowstone's 
borders. Last winter, the Montana Department of 
Livestock (DOL) slaughtered 1,100 buffalo from 
Yellowstone Park. To the horror of many, plans 
are already set in motion to continue the carnage 
this year. 

Why are these buffalo being killed you ask? The 
DOL insists that Montana must maintain a 
brucellosis-free status for its beef industry. 
Brucellosis is a disease that causes cattle and elk to 
abort their first born. Despite the fact that there has 
never been a documented case of buffalo spreading 
brucellosis to cattle, the DOL and Park Service still 
have their rifles pointed straight ahead. The sad 
irony is that cattle transmitted the disease to buf- 
falo, not vice-versa. 

There were 3,500 buffalo at the start of last 


winter. The extremely harsh weather caused many 
buffalo to migrate out of Yellowstone into Mon- 
tana. These buffalo were the genetically superior 
ones in many cases, strong enough to make it to 
their winter feeding grounds. When you add the 
1,100 state-sponsored killings to the 800 to 1,000 
buffalo that died of natural causes, you have a 
precariously thin herd. 

The way the killings are handled is also a point of 
concern. Area residents of Gardiner, Montana and 
West Yellowstone are outraged at what has taken 
place and can't believe that it is about to happen 
again. "The DOL has absolutely no concern for 
anyone," one resident of West Yellowstone said. 
"They just walk onto your property with no permis- 
sion whatsoever and murder the poor animals. Worse 
yet, they leave the gut piles behind for everyone to 
see, then take the heads and the hides and auction 
them off, making a profit at the buffalo's expense." 

Business owners in and around Yellowstone are 
also a bit miffed at the lack of regard the state has 
shown towards their liveli- 
hood. Tourism brings people 
by the thousands to Montana 
every year and killing off a ma- 
jor attraction has local mer- 
chants scared and ill-at-ease. 

A draft environmental impact 
statement on management of 
the bison will not be issued 
until January at the earliest. It 
is already nine years overdue. 

Forty-four Native American 
tribes have stated their willing- 
ness to pay to relocate live buf- 
I falo to their tribal lands. But 
s Native Americans have never 
| been invited to discussions of 
i, how the buffalo will be man- 
1, aged, even though the Park rec- 
| ognizes ten tribes as having 
rights in Yellowstone. 

A repeat of last winter would 
be a devastating blow to the fu- 
ture of America's last wild buf- 



Heads and hides ready for auction 


falo herd. For now, the buffalo is teetering on the edge 
of existence. Its survival is going to take unity and 
cooperation between parties currently miles apart. 

During a recent fly-over with Project Lighthawk, 
251 bison were found in the Cougar Creek drain- 
age, a mere ten miles from the Park boundary. The 
good news is that the snow on the ground is still 
only eight to 12 inches deep in most places. The 
bad news is that any significant snow will immedi- 
ately drive these bison out of the park and into 
dangerous territory. This is a critical time for the 
bison; anyone considering coming out this winter 
should think about making the trip as soon as 
possible. We have already begun patrolling 
Yellowstone's boundaries, hazing bison back into 
the Park and have established safe havens with 
some of the land-owning community. 

Buffalo Nations brings together Native American 
tribes throughout the West with others who be- 
lieve that saving the buffalo is essential. Contact 
Buffalo Nations at POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 
59758; (406) 646-0070; fax (406) 646-0071; 
buffalo@wildrockies.org. 





The State of Wyoming has amended its bison hunting regulations to increase 
opportunities for hunters in the state. Now, in addition to the controversial 
hunting of Yellowstone bison in the Shoshone National Forest, the new regula- 
tions permit the hunting of bison from Grand Teton National Park who winter 
primarily on the National Elk Refuge near Jackson, Wyoming. 

The US Fish and Wildlife Service, which manages the National Elk 
Refuge, has proposed to allow the Wyoming Game and Fish Depart- 
ment to conduct bison hunting on the refuge. Hunts will also be 
permitted on surrounding lands, including US Forest Service land. 

The proposed hunt is part of a recently approved federal-state 
management package. The plan calls for the bison herd to be 
maintained at an arbitrary size of 350-400 animals to reduce the 
chance of bison transmitting brucellosis to domestic cattle. As many 
as 30 bison may be shot in December. According to geneticists, a 
population this size will not retain the herd's genetic viability. 

There has never been a confirmed case of bison transmitting 
the abortion disease, brucellosis, to cattle under natural condi- 
tions. Over the last 10 years, over 3,000 bison have been killed 
due to the unsubstantiated fear of disease transmission to do- 
mestic livestock. 

Since the late 1960s, the National Park Service has allowed 
snowmobiles in Yellowstone and has groomed trails and roads for 
their use. At the same time, Park Service scientists admit that bison 
use of groomed trails not only facilitates their emigration out of 
Grand Teton into Montana where they are killed, but also that the 
groomed trails artificially alter bison survival rates, distribution, 
movements and the natural ecology of the park. 

The National Park Service recently published a draft environ- 
mental assessment analyzing the impacts of closing at least one 
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snowmobile trail in Yellowstone Park to all winter use. This environmental 
assessment is a product of a lawsuit settlement between The Fund for Animals 
and other organizations and the National Park Service over its management 
of winter recreation in Yellowstone and Grand Teton National Parks. 





Mitsubishi Stumped! 


by NYC Earth First! 

"Earth First! Profits Last! Boycott Mitsubishi!" The chant- 
ing echoed through the main entrance to Mitsubishi Inter- 
national as employees looked on in shock at New York 
City's World Rainforest Week action on their doorstep. 
NYC Earth First! and Wetlands Rainforest Action Group 
had blockaded the offices using two cement barrels, 
lockboxes and a wooden door, demanding an end to 
Mitsubishi's worldwide pillage of forests and ecosystems. 

The action began as an activist with a megaphone taped to 
his hand entered the north doors of the building shouting 
and drawing attention. Another person followed him with a 
lockbox disguised as a package and locked down to a banister 
in the north lobby. Meanwhile, at the south entrance, people 
wheeled two 600-pound concrete-filled barrels, painted as 
stumps and concealed in cardboard boxes, on appliance 
dollies up to the main entrance. Protesters entered the 
building and announced that it was closed. One person sat 
down in the turnstile of the revolving door, and the person 


locked to the banister unlocked and joined him. 

Within seconds, five activists had locked down. Two 
people laid down, their backs on the ground, in front of the 
barrels and stretched their arms over their heads and into 
lockboxes embedded in the barrels. Three people also locked 
into the barrels from sitting positions between and next to 
the barrels. A sixth person placed a door covered in green 
cloth, cut and painted to look like a treetop, on top of the 
barrels and laid down on it. From there he reached his arm 
through a pre-cut hole in the door to lock into another 
lockbox embedded in the top of one of the barrels. 

The media and a diversionary demonstration which had 
met at another location arrived soon after. Fifty-four cops 
followed them and soon arrested the person with the mega- 
phone. The police gave the building manager a statement to 
read, formally asking those locked down to leave or be 
charged with criminal trespass. The blockaders held their 
ground, demanding a meeting with Mitsubishi's president. 

The police decided to deconstruct the blockade and 
arrest everyone resisting their orders. First, they sawed 
through the door and attempted to pull off the attached 
activist, almost breaking his arm in the process. Next, they 
tried to cut through the barrels using a circular saw and the 
jaws of life, almost dislocating another person's arm. 
Finally, they jackhammered through the concrete, which 
took three hours. When the dust settled, the arrests totaled 
ten. We made Mitsubishi's life hell for a day and got our 
message out with great newspaper, TV, international 
newswire and internet website coverage, bringing home 
the message: "Earth First! Profits Last! Boycott Mitsubishi!" 

But why Mitsubishi? Mitsubishi is actually one king corpo- 
ration, known in Japan as a kieretsu. Viewed as a single entity, 
Mitsubishi is the world's largest corporation and has the 
world's tenth largest economy (the nine larger are all na- 
tions). Mitsubishi companies have their hands in mining, 
ocean engineering, chemicals, cables, beer, life insurance, 
steel manufacturing, petrochemicals, carbon, cameras, bank- 
ing, textiles, atomic power and many other things, includ- 
ing, ironically, cement. As the world's largest corporate 
destroyer of forests, Mitsubishi has been the subject of a 
boycott by over 200 organizations led by the Rainforest 
Action Network since 1991. 

Mitsubishi companies have two standard responses to 


protests: outright denial of any destructive forest practices, 
citing the fact that they no longer own any direct tree-felling 
operations, and denial of any connection between the vari- 
ous Mitsubishi companies. Both of these claims are proven 
false by a brief look at practices throughout the kieretsu. 

Three main companies own part or all of each Mitsubishi 
company. One of these three, Mitsubishi Corporation, owns 
parts of all these companies. These companies do more than 
just "share a logo, " they conduct business in a way that would 
violate US antitrust laws. They rotate executives, have in- 
terlocking boards of directors, maintain exclusive contracts 
with each other and aggressively finance each others' projects. 

Mitsubishi's destructive practices span the globe. In Wash- 
ington and Oregon, Mitsubishi is consistently the largest 
exporter of whole logs, accelerating job loss and forest de- 
struction in the US. Mitsubishi is one of the largest investors 
in the ALP AC paper mill, the world's largest chlorine bleach 
paper mill, causing the destruction and poisoning of the 
forests and waterways of Alberta, Canada. In Indonesia, 
Mitsubishi is the largest exporter of plywood from rainforests 
stolen from the indigenous occupants by the 
repressive, genocidal Suharto regime. In Ja- 
pan, Mitsubishi is also a primary importer of 
logs from Siberia's boreal forests. In Ecuador, 
Mitsubishi's Bishi Metals illegally operated 
the country's largest exploratory mining op- 
eration in a highly biologically diverse, un- 
disturbed area. In retaliation, indigenous 
people carefully removed and catalogued 
objects in the mine and then burned down 
the empty mine site. 

But forests aren't Mitsubishi's only vic- 
tims. Mitsubishi Oil's use of shoddy, single- 
hull oil tankers, now condemned within 
the industry, resulted in the largest oil 
spill in Japanese history, killing an untold 
I amount of aquatic life. A subsidiary of 
a: Mitsubishi working with the Mexican gov- 
^ ernment is attempting to build a salt re- 
3 finery in San Ignacio Lagoon in Baja Cali- 
fornia, endangering the most vital and 
pristine breeding and birthing areas for 
the California gray whale. 

The battle against Mitsubishi is daunting, but there have 
been many victories by both international and grassroots 
groups. In San Francisco, Mitsubishi had a $147-million 
airport-construction contract canceled and has been banned 
from holding other city contracts because of its dealings 
with the brutal, illegitimate military dictatorship in Burma. 
Mitsubishi was stopped from clearcutting the Tongass Na- 
tional Forest when the United States Forest Service caught it 
keeping double books and cheating the US out of millions of 
dollars in logging fees. Mitsubishi, feeling the pressure of the 
six-year boycott, recently sold its half of the largest wood 
milling operation in the Amazon. Students from 33 colleges 
have voted to bar Mitsubishi products and recruiters from 
their campuses. Dozens of Mitsubishi automobile dealerships 
have condemned Mitsubishi's destructive forest practices, 
including the world's largest auto dealership, New York 
City's Potamkin Mitsubishi. Due to public pressure, 
Mitsubishi sold the world's largest disposable chopsticks 
manufacturing company in British Columbia, Canada, which 
wasted 85 percent of the wood that came into the plant. At 
least 30 car shows have been disrupted by protesters locking 
themselves to cars and closing down exhibits, drumming, 
chanting, distributing flyers and circulating petitions. Cav- 
ing in to public pressure, Mitsubishi Motors Sales of America 
and Mitsubishi Electronics of America agreed to fund com- 
prehensive research to reduce wood consumption and change 
corporate wood use practices. In Malaysia, Mitsubishi has 
sold its partnership, but continues purchasing logs cut from 
the oldest rainforest on Earth, believed to be 180 million 
years old, and clearcuts it by floodlight 24-hours a day. 

You can help sustain this pressure on Mitsubishi by 
boycotting all products with the red three-diamond 
Mitsubishi logo, including Kirin Beer, Bank of California, 
Mitsubishi fax machines, film, art markers, computers, TVs, 
cars, trucks, Nikon photography and Mitsubishi Bank. 

Contact Minoru Makihara, President of Mitsubishi Inter- 
national Corporation at 520 Madison Avenue, New York, 
NY 10022; (212) 605-2000; fax (212) 605-3597. Order the 
Mitsubishi Boycott Organizer's Guide and other anti- 
Mitsubishi materials from the Rainforest Action Network 
at 221 Pine Street, San Francisco, CA 94109; (415) 398- 
4404; e-mail: Boycottmc@ran.org. 



Six-person lockdown shuts the door on Mitsubishi! 
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Amazon Burning! 

A total of 24,549 fires were reported 
burning in the Amazon by 1997 NOAA- 
12 satellite images. Only 19,115 fires 
appear in the 1996 data, an increase of 
28 percent. The average number of 
fires per day increased from 466 to 599. 
The actual increase for the year may be 
even greater, since 1997 is drier than 
1996 and the burning continues. 

Increased burning strongly suggests 
that deforestation rates continue to rise 
in the Amazon . The most recent defores- 
tation analysis, released last year, showed 
that forest clearing rose about 34 per- 
cent between 1991 and 1994, reaching 
14,896 square kilometers a year. 

Of the 12 to 1 3 percent of the forested 
area of the Amazon cleared and burned 
to date, an area about the size of Califor- 
nia, only about 12 percent is farmed. 
The rest is cattle pasture. New areas are 
made accessible to ranching and agri- 
culture by the building of logging roads. 

A recent Brazilian national security 
agency report on forestry policy con- 
cluded that 80 percent of the timber 
produced in the Amazon is extracted 
illegally. The 1965 Forestry Code speci- 
fied penalties to be applied by the courts 
but failed to authorize executive agen- 
cies to enforce the law. Consequently, 
IBAMA, Brazil's environmental agency, 
is powerless to levy fines, apprehend 
timber stolen from public lands or oth- 
erwise carry out its enforcement powers. 
In fact, the agency collects only about 
6.5 percent of the fines it levies. There is 
thus practically no environmental law 
enforcement in the Amazon. 

Five US Species Extinct 

On September 19, 1997, the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) published 
a notice in the Federal Register declaring 
that five species have been deleted as 
candidates for listing as threatened or 
endangered because they have gone ex- 
tinct. The USFWS's systematic failure to 
promptly list candidate species is one of 
the greatest abuses of the ESA. 

The High Rock Spring tui chub for- 
merly inhabited three connected springs 
on the Califomia/Nevada border. Prior 
to 1980, groundwater pumping extir- 
pated the chub from the Nevada springs. 
In 1982, the California Department of 
Fish and Game permitted a business to 
rear an exotic predatory fish in the same 
spring system. It escaped from the rear- 
ing facility and decimated the chub, 
which was declared extinct in 1993. 

The Marianas euploea butterfly was 
endemic to the Mariana Islands in the 
western Pacific Ocean. It was common 
in the 1930s but declined steadily due to 
habitat loss. A 1995 survey found no 
trace of it, and it was declared extinct 
this year. Three Hawaiian pomace flies 
with very limited ranges on the islands 
of Hawaii and Molokai are also extinct. 

Fast Track Blocked 

In a surprising move. Congress suc- 
cessfully blocked the passage of the fast 
track trade bill that would have made it 
possible for corporations to circum- 
vent existing trade regulations and 
given Clinton ultimate power in nego- 
tiating international trade agreements. 
The bill would have set into law the 
Multilateral Agreement on Investment 
(MAI), which would allow transnational 
corporations the unrestricted right to 
buy, sell and move businesses and other 
assets wherever they want, whenever 
they want. First NAFTA, then GATT, 
now MAI. Declare your opposition to 
MAI and fast-track! Call Congress at 
(888) 723-5246. For more information 
contact Public Citizen's Trade Cam- 
paign at 215 Pennsylvania Ave.'SE, - 
Washington, DC 20003; (202) 546- 
4996; e-mail: ctaylor@citizen.org. 
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by Chad Hanson 

"That's impossible." 

"You'll lose all of your funding if you say that." 

"You'll never get the Sierra Club on board." 

"You'll be laughed out of every congressional 

office you visit." 

"You'll never get a Republican." 

"You don't understand political realities." 

"You're completely out of your mind." 

Zero-cutters are a scrappy lot. For years, people 
have been telling us what can't be done, and we've 
been doing it anyway. Despite political realities, 
despite nay-sayers and the timber industry's power, 
on October 31, a bipartisan bill was introduced 
into the House of Representatives by Democratic 
Representative Cynthia McKinney and Republican 
Representative Jim Leach of Iowa (Chair of the House 
Banking and Finance Committee) ending timber 
sales on most federal public lands nationwide. The 
National Forest Protection and Restoration Act, H.R. 
2789, would simply take the federal government out 
of the logging business and redirect logging subsidies 
into worker retraining, ecological restoration, pay- 
ments for counties, grants for tree-free alternatives 
and deficit reduction. It currently has 12 cosponsors, 
including two Republicans. 

No more timber sale appeals or lawsuits. No more 
euphemisms for logging. No more compromises. 
This campaign is about demanding what we want, 
rather than acquiescing to what we've been told we 
have to accept. 

It's contagious. In the past several months alone, 
the number of organizations supporting zero cut has 
more than doubled. Already newspapers are begin- 
ning to editorialize in support. The debate has shifted 
from how much will be logged to whether logging 
will continue at all. 

The facts are clear: 

The timber cut annually on all national forests 
how comprises only 3.9 percent of total US wood 


consumption, according to Forest Service statistics. 

Last year the Forest Service's logging program 
operated at a net loss to taxpayers of at least $791 
million and not a dime was returned to the general 
fund of the US Treasury. To put this in perspective, 
if we ended all logging on national forests and 
redirected the money we would have over $25,000 
for each pubic lands timber worker for retraining 
and/or ecological restoration work — and still have 


about public forests without talking about zero cut. 

The only remaining tactic available to logging 
corporations is sheer obfuscation. Destructive log- 
ging bills falsely promoted by Democrats under 
the guise of "fire risk reduction" (such as the 
Quincy logging bill, see p.9) or similarly horrible 
legislation masquerading as "forest health" mea- 
sures will characterize industry's final attempts to 
assault federal forests. Timber interests will try to 


...if we ended logging on national forests and redirected tke 
money, we would kave over $25,000 for eack puklic lands 
timker worker for retraining and/ or ecological restoration 
work — an d still k ave over $200 million left ovei 



over $200 million left over. 

One of the most exciting recent developments of 
the zero cut campaign is the network of grassroots 
environmental organizations from coast to coast 
that has formed. As a movement, we now have the 
opportunity to be greater than the sum of our parts. 
The fight against a local timber sale can attain much 
greater significance and attention as another example 
of the ecological destruction, industry manipulation 
and agency corruption which makes zero cut so 
necessary. By incorporating the national zero cut 
message into local and regional battles, and by 
beginning to coordinate strategy, we can increas- 
ingly define the message and the public debate, 
putting industry on the defense. We can create a 
national con- 
text where it 
will be diffi- 
cult for press 
and policy- 
makers to talk 


The Second 
of Zero Cut 


by Rene Voss 

John Muir could not have envisioned 
a bolder or more powerful piece of 
legislation than the National Forest 
Protection and Restoration Act, which 
aims not only to protect what's left of 
our beleaguered federal forests but also 
to begin the restoration of the biologi- 
cal richness lost to the federal chainsaw 
massacre. After 100 years of logging, 
less than five percent of our magnifi- 
cent primeval ancient forests remain, 
and most of what's left is on our na- 
tional forests. 

The story begins in 1891, just one 
year before John Muir and other 
founders of the Sierra Club began 
their protection efforts for Yosemite 
and the Sierras. Congress had just 
passed legislation allowing for the 
creation of forest reserves that, by 
presidential proclamation, were off 
limits to all commodity extraction 
and commercial use, including graz- 
ing, mining and logging. These reserves, 
later renamed National Forests, were to 
be protected for Americans from the 
rampant greed of timber companies 
which were rapidly liquidating the 
forests of this country at an astonish- 
ing rate; however, this protected sta- 
tus did not last very long. Only six 
years later, as a result of enormous 
pressure from the timber industry, 
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Congress slipped a rider 
into an appropriations bill 
that, for the first time, 
opened these reserves to 
commercial logging. The 
bill was signed into law on 
June 4, 1897, initiating 
what can only be described 
as one of the most tragic 
losses of America's natural 
heritage. 

On June 4, 1996, ironi- 
cally 99 years to the day 
after this tragic act became 
law, Cynthia McKinney 
made a commitment to 
introduce and help pass 
legislation reversing the 
legacy of devastation from logging 
on our federal forests. The National 
Forest Protection and Restoration Act 
(NFPRA) was bom and is now a bill. 

"The US Government is the only 
property owner that I know of that 
pays private parties to deplete its 
own resources," said Representative 
Jim Leach, adding that the bill would 
bring "sincerity" to our nation's for- 
est policy and "good sense" to the 
taxpayers. "Let me say what I mean 
by sincerity. This country, and many 
in it, for a long time have expressed 
a great deal of interest in the 
rainforests in South America, proper 
interest. But it strikes me as a little 
bit hollow to express interest for 
another country's preservation of 
its forests if we don't preserve our 



manipulate left-of-center communities by co- 
opting liberal terminology, spinning taxpayer 
subsidized deforestation on public lands as 
"consensus," "collaborative dialogue" or even 
"environmental justice." 

Yet it is these very deceptions which give us the 
greatest advantage to advocates of zero cut (i.e., 
"Until we end logging on public lands, we'll never be 
safe from insidious timber industry ruses such as..."). 

Looking back at how far the zero cut campaign 
has come over the last several years, against im- 
measurable odds and adversity, I can't help think- 
ing about a Chinese proverb that I came across 
recently, "The greatest pleasure in life is doing 
what others say cannot be done." I 
guess it just goes to show that one 
should never underestimate the 
power of a dream. 

Chad Hanson is co-director of the John 
Muir project and a board member of the 
Sierra Club. 


own... And so I would just stress that 
we as a country have an obligation to 
be good stewards of our land. But we 
as members of Congress have an ob- 
ligation to be fair and reasonable to 
the taxpayer and that means to do 
common sense things, and it's not 
common sense to pay others to de- 
spoil our own resources." 

As Sierra Club founder John Muir 
said of national forests long ago, "Since 
Christ's time and long before that, 
God has cared for these trees, saved 
them from drought, disease, ava- 
lanches and a thousand straining, 
leveling tempests and floods; but He 
cannot save them from fools — only 
4 the American people can do that." 
Rene Voss, from Atlanta, Georgia, 

From left to right: Chad Hanson, Jeff Debonis, Rep. Cynthis serves as Vice-Chair ofthe Sierra Club S 
McKinney (at the podium), Rep. John Leach and Anna Aurilio Forest Reform Campaign, 
announce the introduction ofthe NFPRA bill. 













• Preserves our national forest heritage, protecting and restoring the ecological value i 
of our federal public forests by ending the federal government's timber sale progran 
on National Forests, National Wildlife Refuges and BLM land. 

• Immediately protects all roadless areas by canceling existing timber sales. 

• Immediately prohibits all new timber sales, cancels Salvage Rider sales and phases 
out all existing timber sales within two years. 

• Saves taxpayers over $300 million annually. 

• Redirects logging subsidies to provide funding for environmentally sensitive non- 
wood alternative paper and construction materials. 

• Redirects logging subsidies to provide funds for worker retraining and gives preference 
to displaced timber workers for jobs m the. woods doing ecological restoration. 

• Begins a scientifically based ecological restoration program for federal public forests 

• Redirects logging subsidies, providing funding to replace 2S.-percent revenue 
sharing payments to states for counties and local governments. 
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Four activists lock themselves to a buoy in 52-degree water. 


by Amy and Deb 

On October 14, residents from 
Portola, California came together to 
stop the poisoning of Lake Davis, the 
source of their drinking water. People 
from all walks of life in this small, 
rural community just north of Lake 
Tahoe quickly mobilized to stand up 
to the California Department of Fish 
and Game (DFG) as it dumped 1 6,000 
gallons and 65,000 pounds of the 
toxic fish poison "Nusyn-Noxfish" 
into Lake Davis to eradicate the non- 
native northern pike. The pike is a 
predatory fish and the DFG was con- 
cerned that it would eat the native 
salmon of the Sacramento Delta to 
the point of extinction unless it was 
exterminated. Apparently, the DFG 
doesn't believe that the numerous 
dams, diversions of water to South- 
ern California, and extensive logging 
and roadbuilding in the watershed 
are more detrimental to the salmon 
population than the pike. The DFG 
disregarded several non-toxic op- 
tions in favor of Nusyn-Noxfish, 
which contains Tri- 
Chloro-Ethelyne, a 
known carcinogen. 

The DFG focused solely 
on the eradication of the 
pike, paying little atten- 
tion to the ramifications 
of the poisons on the 
other creatures of the 
bioregion. As a result, the 
lake's population of na- 
tive trout was massacred. 

The DFG plans to replace 
the native fish with 
hatchery fish that are 
more susceptible to dis- 
ease and less genetically 
diverse. The rare yellow- 
legged frog, which is es- 


pecially sensitive to toxins and inhab- 
its the tributaries of Lake Davis, were 
also poisoned. The lake provides habi- 
tat to golden eagles, osprey, black bear, 
chipmunk and deer as well, all of which 
will be affected by the poisons. 

Residents also fear that the poisons 
will seep into the nearby wells that 
supply the community's drinking wa- 
ter. One official was rumored to have 
said that there was nothing to worry 
about because, statistically, only one 
person in the town will get cancer as 
a result of the poisoning! 

Portola is a conservative commu- 
nity struggling to rise out of the log- 
ging boom and bust syndrome. The 
entire community was united in op- 
position against the poisoning of the 
lake and highly appreciative of non- 
resident activist support. The mayor, 
city council, timber workers, Women 
in Timber, local National Rifle Asso- 
ciation rednecks, Portola stores and 
businesses, the sheriff and even the 
district attorney were all against the 
dumping of the poison into the lake. 
Moreover, the community unani- 


mously opposed the poisoning of the 
lake every step of the way. Appeals 
were made, legislators lobbied and 
petitions filed, all to no avail. When 
an llth-hour meeting with Gover- 
nor Pete Wilson failed to stop the 
poisoning, the town decided to pull 
out the stops and take direct action. 

The poisoning was scheduled to be- 
gin at dawn on October 15. Following 
a candlelight vigil on Oc- 
tober 14, four brave souls 
slipped into the water by 
the light of the moon. A 
few days before, these 
people would never have 
considered taking direct ac- 
tion and thought Earth 
First! was a terrorist orga- 
nization. But they had no 
alternative and were not 
going to stand by and 
watch the lake they de- 
pend on for their drinking 
water be poisoned. In- 
spired by the tactics that 
several Earth Firstiers sug- 
gested, they armed them- 
selves with steel motor- 


cycle chains and combination locks, 
wet suits and inner tubes. They swam 
out into the 52-degree water and shack- 
led themselves to a buoy on the lake. 
This defiant act bewildered the DFG 
andtemporarily impeded the dumping 
of the poison! 

Initially, DFG informed the activists 
that they were under arrest, but notic- 
ing the chains, and lacking bolt cut- 
ters, they decided to wait them out. 

Earlier that day, three other enraged 
locals got into the water and destroyed 
some orange grid markers. They were 
cheered on by a crowd of 100 support- 
ers, who promised them a lawyer and 
warm blankets. 

In the end, all the aquatic blockad- 
ers were helped to shore, suffering 
from various stages of hypothermia, 
and the poison was dumped into the 
lake. The water was cold, but the seven 
people's commitment to this place 
was strong and will live on forever in 
the community. Maybe next time ev- 
eryone will take the plunge. 

Amy and Deb are roving activists as 
well as long-time defenders of the Siskiyou 
bioregion in southern Oregon. 


Department of Fish and Game workers dump toxic Nusyn-Noxfish 
into Lake Davis. Within hours, dead fish rose to the surface. 


Lake Da 



BY DAKTARI AND 

Clarence the Cross-eyed Lion 

The Quincy Library Group (QLG) bill 
(H.R. 858) swept through the House like a 
tidal wave on a 429-1 vote and looked like 
it was going to swamp the Senate, but now 
the tide seems to be turning against this 
sinister timber sale scam. The Senate was 
scheduled to take a voice vote on the QLG 
bill because not even one Senator was 
willing to stand up and speak against it. 
Just to make sure the timber industry would 
get this bill passed, two forest-death raid- 
ers masquerading as forest-health crusad- 
ers orchestrated a QLG rider in the wee 
hours just before Congress was going to 
recess. Congressman (sic) Helen 
Chenowith attached the QLG bill, as 
amended by Larry Craig, to a House bill 
dealing with mineral rights in North Da- 
kota (say what!?). 

At the last possible minute Senators 
Patrick Leahy and Dale Bumpers put a 
"pocket hold" on both QLG bills, effec- 
tively stalling a vote until next session of 
Congress. Then, in a surprise move, an 
initial co-sponsor of the QLG bill, Senator 
Barbara Boxer, dropped her sponsorship 
and claimed she would actually vote 
against it. New analysis has revealed that 
H.R. 858 will devastate critical old-growth 


stands in the Sierras, and as the "greenest" 
member of the Senate, this made it unac- 
ceptable to Boxer. Despite these miracu- 
lous "death bed" reprieves, forest activists 
now essentially face "double jeopardy" with 
two QLG bills coming up for vote in the 
Senate at the end of January. 

The QLG looks good to politicians and the 
press. In fact, it's too good to be true. The 
QLG presents itself as a collaborative com- 
munity effort between "local " timber indus- 
try executives and "grassroots" environmen- 
talists. Together, this group of 30 folks came 
to consensus about how they want to con- 
tinue logging on 2.5-million acres of three 
national forests in California. This group’s 
understanding of "consensus" is a little 
warped though. They believe that everyone 
else in the country — that's 280-million fel- 
low citizens and future generations of all 
species — must be bound by the terms of 
their private consensus agreement. 

Because this whole scenario fits so per- 
fectly into the right-wing agenda of assert- 
ing "local control" against "Big Govern- 
ment," the QLG curried favor with local 
Congressmen Wally Herger and Frank Riggs. 
In a wimpy Congressional compromise, 
"green" Democrats like George Miller some- 
how came to consensus with vile anti- 
environmental Republicans. Consequently, 


the QLG bill has been championed by 
both Republicrats and Demoblicans alike: 
Frank Riggs and George Miller, Helen 
Chenowith and Barbara Boxer, Larry Craig 
and Bill Clinton. Unfortunately, this self- 
deluding compromise yackety-yack didn't 
stop with congressional politicians. 

Sierra Club CEO Carl Pope collaborated 
in the QLG scheme by offering to write 
"friendly amendments" for Senator Boxer 
in order to help her mollify outraged 
California activists. Fortunately, dissident 
Sierra Clubbers in the John Muir Society 
caught wind of Pope's collaboration and 
raised holy hell over it. 

Pope's maneuvers led Boxer to believe 
that mainstream enviros would support 
her, but now she has had to make an 
embarrassing retreat from the legislation, 
leaving her California colleague and co- 
sponsor of the QLG bill, Diane Feinstein, 
holding the bag. However, the rest of the 
Senate, especially Feinstein, can only fool 
themselves for so long. Despite the self- 
hype about consensus between timber 
goons and eco-freaks on the QLG, the 
happy fact of the matter is that over 140 
environmental groups from across the 
country have voiced their adamant oppo- 
sition to the QLG bill — and not a single 
environmental group has endorsed it! 
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Griz Coming Homc| 

Public Supports Conservation Biology Alternative at Reintroduction Hearings 


by Gary Macfarlane 

Public hearings on the draft environ- 
mental impact statement (DEIS) for griz- 
zly recovery in the Big Wild — the greater 
Salmon-Selway ecosystem in central 
Idaho and western Montana — were held 
in October in Lewiston, Boise, Salmon 
and Challis, Idaho and Missoula, 
Hamilton and Helena, Montana. Thanks 
to hard work from many individuals 
and organizations, the hearings were a 
success, even in Lewiston. 

Have you ever been to Lewiston, Idaho? 
Lewiston, Idaho stinks. That isn’t too 
surprising since Potlatch Timber has a 
huge pulp mill on the formerly clear 
Clearwater River at the town's east end. 
The mill dominates the political, physi- 
cal and psychological landscape like a 
ghastly shadow from some 1930s B-grade 
horror flick. Lewiston is home to the 
Resource Organization on Timber Sup- 
ply (ROTS) and the location of the dingy 
backroom where ROTS, the National 
Wildlife Federation and Defenders of 
Wildlife cooked up their little scheme to 
solve the grizzly issue by sidestepping 
the Endangered Species Act, thereby trad- 
ing laws for logs. 

The US Fish and Wildlife Service fig- 
ured since the ROTS proposal would rein- 
troduce grizzlies, even though it doesn't 
protect bears or their habitat, everybody 
would like it. Furthermore, the agency 
did all sorts of number crunching in the 
DEIS to try and show how grizzly bear 
recovery would really work under a plan 
that clearcuts habitat and leaves the man- 
agement responsibility of grizzly bears to 


a committee appointed by a governor who 
doesn't want any grizzlies. Like most govern- 
ment bureaucracies, the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service is insane. 

Most people in Hamilton, Missoula, 
Lewiston, Boise and Helena don't want the 
Endangered Species Act to be mauled. Only in 
Salmon and Challis, where people who love 
the wild are treated like ants at a picnic, was 
much opposition to grizzly recovery expressed. 
Nonetheless, the scientifically sound proposal, 
known as the Conservation Biology Alterna- 
tive and submitted by the Alliance for the 
Wild Rockies and the Salmon-Selway Grizzly 
Coalition, received more support than any 
other option. This plan emphasizes habi- 
tat protection, closes roads, reclaims land, 
protects all grizzlies (resident, migrant or 
reintroduced) and provides habitat corri- 
dors for natural recovery. 

The final hearing tally shows that about 
60 percent of citizens support grizzly recov- 
ery, 38 percent are opposed and the remain- 
der are too confused to make a coherent 
statement. Most importantly, the ROTS/gov- 
ernment proposal (the sham grizzly recovery 
plan) was only supported by 11 percent of 
the people. Not even in Lewiston did that 
proposal hold sway. Rather, Lewiston resi- 
dents eloquently spoke in support of 
grizzlies and their habitat. 

The ROTS proposal wasn't 
even supported by the 
politicians it was de- 
signed to appease. 

Certain "environ- 
mental" groups need 
a lesson in the pitfalls 
of playing politics 
with grizzly bears. 


There are too few grizzlies roaming the 
backcountry of America's public lands. Griz- 
zlies belong in the Big Wild, the heart of 
Idaho. Only the Conservation Biology Alter- 
native will allow the small population of great 
bears that may still lurk in the backcountry to 
survive and increase. The good citizens of 
Lewiston — in spite of, or perhaps because of, 
the Potlatch mill — recognize this fact. Now 
that the citizens have spoken, it's up to the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service to follow suit and 
bring the grizzly 

home. • - - 





West Virginia's 
Blackwater Canyon- 
SOLD! 


by Janet K. Fout 


Long Draw Sale 
Wilkdrawn — for N. 


ow 


West Virginia's spectacular Blackwater Canyon is a 
world-class resource with stunning views, valuable animal 
and plant habitat and high-quality recreation and tourism 
potential. At least two federally listed species, the Cheat 
Mountain salamander and the Virginia northern flying 
squirrel, are known to inhabit the area. The recent sale of 
the canyon to a timber company has inspired public 
vigils, hiking and biking tours in the woods and a letter 
writing campaign. There are also efforts to pressure West 
Virginia to purchase the Canyon, one of the state's most 
popular tourist sites. 

A bid to buy the canyon for the Monongahela National 
Forest that surrounds it was topped by John Crites, presi- 
dent of Allegheny Wood, which has already begun limited 
logging. Other development plans are feared. Since acquir- 
ing the land, Crites has cut off previous access routes to the 
Blackwater River for hunters and fishers as well as access to 
certain portions of hiking trails. 

West Virginia's Governor Cecil Underwood has been 
rendered incompetent on this issue by his ties to the timber 
industry. John Crites was a major campaign contributor to 
Underwood's gubernatorial campaign. 

There is still time to save Blackwater canyon. Both the 
Forest Service and the state park system are interested in 
acquiring it. Citizens throughout West Virginia are urging 
the state to buy the canyon from Crites. Please join them by 
contacting Governor Cecil Underwood at the West Virginia 
State Capitol, Charleston, WV 25305. Ask him to purchase 
the entire Blackwater Canyon, rather than trade it for land 
elsewhere. For more information contact Mike Withers at 
(304) 342-6348 or write to the West Virginia Land Trust, 

POB 734, Morgantown, WV 26507. 


Citizens in Washington breathed a sigh of relief when the Okanogan 
National Forest announced recently it was temporarily withdrawing the 
decision to cut the Long Draw timber sale. After reviewing the sale, the 
regional office instructed the Okanogan to address a number of envi- 
ronmental concerns about the sale and to issue a new decision. The 
new decision is expected in the next few months. 

The Long Draw sale, which would threaten numerous rare wildlife 
species including grizzly bear, gray wolf, lynx, wolverine and redband 
trout, has become a lightning rod of public opposition in Washing- 
ton. While conservation groups were clearly relieved by the an- 
nouncement, they urged the Forest Service to cancel the sale once and 
for all. Unless the Clinton administration acts to cancel Long Draw, 
this sale will raise its ugly head again. The Okanogan National Forest 
will say they've "fixed" the problems and try to repackage it. 

The Northwest Ecosystems Alliance, along with the Sierra Club, 

Inland Empire Public Lands Council, Methow Forest Watch and Kettle 
Range Conservation Group appealed the Long Draw sale because it 
would push roading and logging further into unprotected wilderness 
bordering the southeast edge of the Pasayten Wilderness. Public outrage 
was loud across the state. Earlier this month, an aide to Washington 
Governor Gary Locke wrote to the Forest Service expressing concern 
about Long Draw and questioning whether it complied with the Forest 
Service Chief's directive to stay out of controversial roadless areas. 

Recently, President Clinton announced that the Forest Service was 
developing a new roadless area policy. Logging of pristine areas like 
Long Draw would seriously undermine any such policy. The deferral 
of the Long Draw sale makes passage of a strong roadless area policy 
more important than ever. Please share your concerns about logging 
in roadless areas with Katie McGinty, Chair, Council on Environmen- 
tal Quality, Room 360, Old Executive Building, Washington, DC 
20501. For more info, contact the Northwest Ecosystems Alliance at 
1421 Cornwall, Suite 201, Bellingham, WA 98225; (360) 671-9950. 
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Mine Threatens 
Dysart Woods 

by Jason Tockman 

Dysart Woods, one of the last tracts of old-growth 
forest in Ohio, is threatened by longwall mining, a 
controversial method of underground coal removal. 
With longwall mining, a layer of coal is taken out; 
collapse of the ground above the coal is not only 
expected, but planned. If longwall mining is per- 
mitted near or under the 50 acres of ancient forest, 
damage to the groundwater system may deny pre- 
cious water to the trees, causing devastating stresses 
to the 300- to 400-year-old giant oaks and tulips. 

Dysart Woods was designated a National Natural 
Landmark by the Department of the Interior in 1967. 
It was acquired by Ohio University as part of a 455-acre 
land transfer from The Nature Conservancy. Since 
that time, the woods have repeatedly been at risk from 
coal companies. The University has prevented mining 
from encroaching on the Woods — until now. 

Ohio Valley Coal Company is now seeking a permit 
to mine within four-tenths of a mile from the woods; 
they are expected to submit another permit to mine 
directly under Dysart Woods soon. Ohio Valley Coal 
Company has been deceitful in its dealings with the 
public and Ohio University. They have threatened 
outspoken critics with SLAPP suits and have contacted 
activist's employers in an attempt to have them fired. 

The outpouring of concern for protecting Dysart 
Woods is unparalleled in the recent environmental 
history of Ohio. On November 8, a couple hundred 
people attended a rally at the office of the Division of 
Mines and Reclamation, the agency responsible for 
Ohio Valley Coal Company's permit. Neighboring 
farmers joined environmentalists from across the state 
in speeches and songs. Numerous biologists, foresters 
and geologists have also publicly stated their opposi- 
tion to mining at such close proximity to the Woods. 

The protest rallied support for a legal petition filed 
with the state of Ohio to designate Dysart Woods 
and its watershed off limits to mining. Under a 
provision of the Surface Mining Control and Recla- 
mation Act of 1977, any interested party may peti- 
tion the government to have an area designated as 
unsuitable for mining. The petition sets in motion 
a legal process by which the Division of Mines and 
Reclamation must conduct an environmental re- 
view and solicit extensive public input. 

Please write Lisa Morris, Division of Mines and 
Reclamation chief, at 1855 Fountain Square Crt., 
Columbus, OH 43224. Ask her to deny permits #D- 
360-7 and #D-360-8. For more info, contact the Buck- 
eye Forest Council at POB 99, Athens, OH 45 70 1 ; (6 1 4) 
425-1470; bfc@frognet.net. 


Babbitt Seeks 


by Northern Alaska Environmental Center 

Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt is considering 
allowing oil leasing in a huge, yet little known 
wilderness on Alaska's western Arctic. "This is the 
next place no one knew, as unknown as Glen 
Canyon was in the 1960s," according to longtime 
conservationist David Brower. At 23 .5-million acres, 
the National Petroleum Reserve- Alaska is the largest 
expanse of undeveloped public land in America and 
is vital for many species of migratory birds and other 
wildlife. Babbitt's push to open the Reserve to mul- 
tinational oil companies comes at a time when oil 
prices are low and any oil discovered and produced 
would likely be exported to Asia. 

In February 1997, Babbitt stated that oil leasing 
is "absolutely" the goal of the Department of 
Interior's environmental studies, raising questions 
about the department's commitment to a fair, 
unbiased review process. Despite enormous infor- 
mation gaps identified by scientists, the draft En- 
vironmental Impact Statement (EIS), covering 4.6- 
million acres in the northeast corner of the Re- 


Rocky Mountain Front 
Still, not Protected from 

: OIL DEVELOPMENT 


by John Gatchell 

Despite clear public opposi- 
tion to oil and gas leasing on 
national forests and a decision 
by the Lewis and Clark Na- 
tional Forest to prohibit such 
extraction, the Helena Na- 
tional Forest is proposing to 
open the southern reach of the 
Rocky Mountain Front to oil 
and gas development. After 
back room negotiations with 
Chevron Oil, the Helena Na- 
tional Forest wants to allow 
development in upper Alice 
Creek, a tributary of the 
Blackfoot River, which flows 
from the Continental Divide. 

On September 23, 1997, the 
Lewis and Clark National For- 
est announced that the Rocky 
Mountain Front would be off- 
limits to federal oil and gas leas- 
ing for the next 10 to 15 years. 

Citing "overwhelming public 
support" for protection of the 
area, Lewis and Clark Forest 
Supervisor Gloria Flora explained her decision in 
forthright terms, "The Rocky Mountain Front is a 
unique area; it requires special attention." 

Letters supporting protection of the Front flooded 
the Lewis and Clark National Forest offices in the 
public comment stage of the agency's analysis. 
Prominent newspapers near the Bob Marshall 
Wilderness endorsed protection, and a statewide 
public opinion poll in August revealed that 
Montanans oppose development of the Front by a 
two-to-one margin. 

Much of the Rocky Mourltain Front remain's 
unprotected despite the decision of the Lewis and 
Clark National Forest Supervisor. The south end of 
the Front, a key component of the Bob Marshall 
ecosystem between Roger's Pass and the Scapegoat 
Wilderness, is administered by the Helena Na- 
tional Forest. 

Near Roger's Pass and the south end of the Rocky 
Mountain Front, private land comes close to the 
Continental Divide from both east and west. If 
Alice Creek is developed, a "bottleneck" of public 
land will result, constricting wildlife corridors be- 
tween the Bob Marshall country and the wildlands 
along the Continental Divide to the south. 


In August 1997, the Hel- 
ena National Forest issued 
a revised draft of an oil 
and gas-leasing plan. 
Bending to the will of 
Chevron, the draft plan 
prescribes a formula to al- 
low leasing in a five-mile 
corridor along Alice Creek. 
In the revised draft of the 
leasing plan, protection 
for public lands could be 
"exempted" by the Hel- 
ena National Forest if 
Chevron or other compa- 
nies made the case that 
they had provided a "net 
benefit" to grizzly bears 
by, for example, buying 
conservation easements 
on nearby private lands. 
Chevron argues that if 
energy development is not 
allowed on public lands, 
the Bob Marshall ecosys- 
tem will be "picketed" by 
development on private 
lands surrounding pro- 
tected public lands. 

The revised Helena National Forest plan pro- 
vides a pathway for Chevron or other oil compa- 
nies to lease and drill in the Alice Creek drainage, 
which could lead to pipelines, powerlines, roads, 
sweetening plants and industrial facilities. This 
potential industrial corridor, in the southeast 
corner of the Bob Marshall ecosystem and at the 
headwaters of the Blackfoot River, provides prime 
habitat for grizzly bears, elk and bull trout. This 
area includes the Continental Divide National 
Scenic Trail and the "road to the buffaloe," fol- 
lowed by Meriwether Lewis across the Continen- 
tal Divide in 1806. 

Write a letter to Helena National Forest Super- 
visor Tom Clifford. Urge him to protect the 
superb wildlands and wildlife of all the Rocky 
Mountain Front and to prohibit oil and gas 
leasing in Alice Creek and on all Forest Service 
land in the Bob Marshall ecosystem. Write to 
Tom Clifford, Supervisor, Helena National For- 
est, 2880 Skyway Dr., Helena, MT 59601. Please 
send a copy of your letter to Mike Dombeck, 
Chief, US Forest Service, POB 96090, Washing- 
ton, DC 20090-6090. 




serve, has been fast-tracked and is scheduled to be 
published in December 1997. Public comments on 
the draft study submitted by February 10,1998 will 
be considered by the Bureau of Land Management 
and used to finalize the EIS. 

Extensive oil development sprawling across over 
two million acres of America's Arctic has already 
caused irreparable damage to wilderness, wildlife, 
traditional ways-of-life and the planet's climate. 
Partisan politics and oil company profits do not 
justify additional oil drilling, especially when Con- 
gress has not even permanently protected the 
coastal plain of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge 
in the eastern Arctic. Further, the fast-tracked EIS 
allows little time to review scientific literature or 
address a wide range of information gaps identi- 
fied by scientists. 

Decisions made in the next five months will 
define the future of America's Arctic. In July, 
Babbitt said he wanted a national discussion on 
the oil industry's request to drill in the National 
Petroleum Reserve-Alaska. But, the Interior De- 
partment plans to hold public hearings in Alaska, 


and no other hearings are planned. 

Why does this matter? For thousands of years, 
native people have used the area for subsistence 
hunting and fishing. Also, burning more oil will add 
to global climate change and not bring us any closer 
to a sustainable-energy future. Yet, in the next five 
months, the federal government is rushing to open 
a vast area of America's Arctic to the oil companies. 
Troubled? Here's what you can do. 

1) Contact Secretary Babbitt. Ask him to make 
good on his promise to elevate the Reserve planning 
process to a national level. Express your dismay that 
no public hearings are scheduled outside Alaska and 
urge Secretary Babbitt to hold a public hearing 
where you live. Bruce Babbitt, Secretary of the 
Interior, 1 849 C Street NW, Washington, DC 20240; 
fax (202) 208-6956. 

2) Rally for America's Arctic by organizing a 
public hearing in your area. Contact Sara 
Callaghan at the Northern Alaska Environmental 
Center at sarag@mosquitonet.com or (907) 452- 
5021 to link up with others that have requested a 
hearing in your area. 


December- January 1998 Earth First! Page 13 





Dutch Action Camp 
Slows Harbour Digging 


BY PlM 

T is summer in The Netherlands, an 
Earth First! action camp emerged in 
the sand dunes and trees of an area 
called Ruigoord, west of Amsterdam. In 
July, a group of 30 people squatted the area 
to prevent it from being turned into a new 
harbour, the Afrikahaven. Thirty 
to 40 people lived there until 
October 6, when they were 
evicted. They managed to stop 
the digging for three months, 
and the eviction itself took hun- 
dreds of riot police and a huge 
amount of money (rumors say 
over a million Dutch guilders). 

A New Movement 

It all started over a year ago when the 
Dutch direct action movement Green Front! 
formed, based on the ideas of British Earth 
First! Several Dutch activists had learned 
from their British counterparts at action 
camps at Newbury, Fairmile and Manches- 
ter. A small group of activists decided it was 
time for Green Front! to start because the 
Dutch environmental movement is ruled by 
big bureaucratic organisations with their own 
agendas that do not cooperate much with 
each other or with small, local actions. 

Green Frond's actions concentrated around 
traffic and nature issues. Roads and bridge 
construction sites were occupied several times. 
In July, the main event began. Groenoord 
action camp was founded on July 16, 1997. 

A Hot Summer 

It was a wet July morning when people 
moved into the natural area slated to become 
a concrete harbour. They carried palettes, 
tools and tent materials, and were accompa- 
nied by a troupe of reporters. A central area 
was built out of wooden palettes to be used as 
a bar, kitchen, toolshed, living room and 
information point. A mixed group of young 
and old activists moved in. The camp was 
situated next to the village of Ruigoord, a 
place well-known for art and summer festi- 
vals, where the '60s and '70s are still very 
much alive. The village itself was evicted 25 
years ago to make way for the harbour but was 
squatted by the present villagers. The plans 
for the harbour were put on hold, but in 1 997, 
the Amsterdam City Council decided to build 
the harbour after all because it was supposed 
to be good for employment and the economy. 

The villagers were really helpful. Though 
they were still doing their own legal actions, 
they were happy to support "those young 
people" out there to change the world, like 
they had done so many years ago. The camp 
was built up steadily, without police interrup- 
tion since it was a summer holiday. Treehuts 
were constructed. People started digging tun- 
nels. New camps were built outside of the 
main camp. Waiting for the holidays to end, 
Groenoord developed into a living alterna- 
tive community, and received a lot of media 
attention as a result. On August 24, hundreds 
of people came to the place where the diggers 
had already started on the harbour before the 
camp — a canal of a few hundred meters, offi- 
cially a "returnable activity." The activists, 
many with children, dogs or parents, came to 
return the returnable. Hundreds of people 
put sand back in the canal with spades or by 
hand, and at the end of the day the canal was 
crossed by several sand bridges and was not 


very deep anymore. 

That Monday, the holidays ended and the 
waiting began. 

The Waiting 

The action camp was prepared. People prac- 
ticed what to do during an eviction. Locks and 
lock-ons were checked; food packets were 


stored in huts and tunnels. On August 28, the 
first digging machine came, accompanied by 
police. After a short while, a group of activists 
seated themselves in front of and on the 
machine. It retreated, taking the cops with it. 
It was quiet again for awhile. 

In the meantime, solidarity activities for the 
camp were organised. The Amsterdam Autolozen 
(Critical Mass) blocked the highway west of 
Amsterdam to protest the new 
road and the harbour plans. 

A month passed. On Septem- 
ber 27, a big benefit party was 
held in one of Amsterdam's 
most famous squats, Vrankrijk. 

Bands played, videos were 
shown and people from the 
camp performed. 

The End? 

On Monday, October 6, they 
came: an army of 850 riot 
police with shovels, diggers 
and cherry pickers. The camp 
prepared, and the media 
checked their cameras. People 
chained themselves to the 
roads, climbed their trees, 
crawled into tunnels and put 
up barricades of burning wood. 

The police started closing 
the camp off from the outside 
world. Several kilometres of 
fence were put around the area 
and guarded. Shovels started 
making parking places for the 
police and roads for the other 
machines. Activists who 
jumped on the shovels were 
beaten off by the police. People 
came to the camp and tried to 
get in with supplies by climb- 
ing over fences. In trees and 
huts people sat, listening to the police radio 
and talking to each other by portable phones. 
The press called it "activism by satellite." By 
Monday night the police had cleared the 
ground; people were taken out of the area and 
bussed to the nearest railway station. Most of 
them came back. The area looked like a prison 
camp: long fences as far as you could see, big 
lights and guards with dogs. Some people 
managed to sneak in, and one activist was 
arrested for destroying three lights. 

Early Tuesday morning the police started 
evicting the occupants from the tunnels and 
treehuts. A careless shovel drove over a tunnel, 
and it collapsed. The activist could have gotten 
out; he stayed. One by one people were taken 
out of their tree huts. The tunnels were dug out 
mostly by hand. The last activists were taken 
out of the camp around 6:00 p.m. They gath- 


ered at the church in the village. The area was 
destroyed and locked off, guarded heavily. The 
camp was gone. Was all for nothing? 

Groenoord Is Not Dead! 

It ain't over till it's over, they say. The harbour 
is not there yet, but the village still is. 

On October 11, close to a thousand people 
protested in the 
Amsterdam city centre 
against the destruction 
of the camp, the land 
and the village. At the 
demonstration a group 
of dockers from the 
Amsterdam harbours 
joined in. They had just 
been fired and did not believe the talk of 
employment in the new harbour. 

The demonstration stopped at the Dam 
Square, where some activists from the camp 
climbed onto the national monument and let 
down banners with the words "Groenoord Leeft 
Voort!" (Groenoord lives on!) At city hall, the 
deputy mayor received a petition for a referen- 
dum on the harbour. 


During the weekend, the fences and guards 
disappeared from the camp area because they 
cost hundreds of thousands of guilders a day. 
On Sunday, a walker's action group walked the 
area, and a requiem mass was held in the village 
church. On Monday morning the activists es- 
tablished the action camp "Groenoord II" at 
the same place as its predecessor. 

If no referendum is held, activists want to start 
an environmental people's trial against the city 
government. Other actions are being prepared; 
one includes the start of a seniors' action group, 
50+ Against Environmental Destruction. 

More current info and photos can be found 
at http://www.contrast.nl/groenoord/ 
or e-mail us at ruigoord@hotmail.com or 
ruigoord@oudenaarden.nl.. Write to .Green 
Front! at Postbus 85069, 3508 AB Utrecht, 
The Netherlands. 


“On Monday, October 6, they came: 


an army 

of 850 riot police with shovels, diggers and 


cherrypickers.”i 
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Rioimkacy in the European Union 


by Sarah Sexton 

Members of the European Parliament describe a 
proposed biotech patent directive as the most- 
lobbied piece of legislation ever to hit the European 


senting thousands of people, have been added to a 
"Memorandum from Concerned Citizens of the 
South" drawn up by Vandana Shiva from India, 
Martin von Hildebrand from Colombia and 
Tewolde Berhan 


actively encourage and legalise such biopiracy by 
granting the status of "inventions" to products 
and processes that owe their very existence to 
knowledge built collectively by generations of 



Union. The draft "Directive on the Legal Protection 
of Biotechnological Inventions" would be imple- 
mented in all 1 5 EU countries by the turn of the 
century if it gets final approval from the European 
Parliament next spring. 

The directive would explicitly allow companies 
to take out patents within the EU on living biologi- 
cal material — genes, the proteins that genes ex- 
press, cells, organs and whole organisms — even if 
such material occurs in nature. If similar patents 
had been allowed in chemistry, the elements them- 
selves would have been patented by now. 

A patent gives exclusive monopoly rights for 20 
years to the patent holder to use an "invention" 
for commercial gain. The patent holder can charge 
others for using the patented product or process 
and can extract a royalty on any commercial 
applications derived from it. 

Much of the pro- 
patent lobbying within 
Europe has focused on 
the health aspects of the 
draft legislation. The 
pharmaceutical industry 
argues that without ex- 
plicit patents on genes 
investors are unwilling 
to give the hundreds 
of millions of research 
dollars needed to de- 
velop the drugs of the 
future to diagnose, pre- 
vent and cure geneti- 
cally-related diseases. 

"No patent, no cure," 
they claim. 

But both scientists 
and numerous groups 
representing those with 
genetically related dis- 
orders argue that, far 
from promoting re- 
search, patenting 
genes actually hinders 
scientific inquiry and 
undermines medical 
progress. For example, 
even though the genes 
believed to trigger cys- 
tic fibrosis and some 
inherited breast can- 
cers were only discov- 
ered through the coop- 
eration of the world- 


HS9 


Riff-Raff Researchers Visit Lord Simon 

At 7:15 a.m. on November 25, Lord Simon, an unelected British representa- 
tive to the EU and the former head of oil giant British Petroleum, awoke at his 
house in London, England to the sight of 12 "eminent scientists" looking for 
footholds on his roof and taking samples from his garden plants. "Patent 
pending" stickers were applied to any interesting bit of living material. As the 
scientists checked out Simon's back garden for biodiversity, others with banners 
and megaphones asked him to say "No" to patents on life. 

the European Union (EU ) life patents directive two days later at a meeting of the 
EU Council of Ministers. The directive now goes to the.European Parliament 
for final approval or rejection. 


anonymous experimenters. (Inventions can 
be patented but "discoveries" cannot.) By 
permitting the patenting of life forms, the 
directive would provide industry with fur- 
ther incentives to control the "green gold" of 
biodiversity held in common by communi- 
ties in the South. Worse yet, once patents 
have been claimed on a plant or animal, the 
ability of Third World farmers to obtain that 
plant or animal, which they may have long 
used, and their right to trade it will be se- 
verely curtailed. 

Patent holders also have the right to levy 
royalties on the seeds of patented varieties, 
even when the seeds have been saved from 
the previous year's crop. If Southern coun- 
tries adopt patent legislation similar to that 
proposed in the EU patent directive (they 
are under intense pressure from Northern 
companies and governments to do so) farm- 
ers would be legally obliged to pay each year 
for the end product of their own centuries- 
long research. 

Far from enhancing food security, as the 
lobbyists for the biotechnology industry 
claim, the proliferation of genetically engi- 
neered crops, aided and abetted by patents 
on plant varieties would drastically under- 
mine the ability of Southern countries to 
feed themselves. By allowing the most pow- 
erful players in agriculture to control the 


teir natural slate; * 
logy world order. 

a that it is 
says everything— 
vill give the greei 
have monopoly c 


wide research community in a program largely pub- 
licly-funded, the genes have been patented by pri- 
vate companies under US law. 

Wendy Watson, founder of the British Hereditary 
Breast Cancer Foundation, believes that "nobody 
has the right to patent this kind of information, 
which was only found with the help of the many 
families who have suffered a case of hereditary 
cancer. It is morally wrong that any company should 
benefit from that kind of information." 


delivered in October 1997 to EU national govern- 
ment ministers responsible for Third World devel- 
opment and to EU embassies throughout the world. 

Most of the biological and genetic diversity that 
provides the "raw material" of plant breeding and 
biotechnology comes from the developing countries 
and exists largely because it has been developed by 
generations of Southern people through systematic 
observation, experimentation, intervention and se- 
lection. Since rice was first domesticated in Asia some 


food production and distribution processes from 
seed to stomach, patenting threatens to reinforce 
the very social, political and economic structures 
that deny people access to food. 

Indeed, biotechnology drives farmers further and 
further towards monoculture production and ge- 
netic uniformity. Such uniformity will undermine 
the very biodiversity on which a sustainable, 
healthy agriculture rests. 

Many people within European Union countries 


Less has been heard about the potential effects 
of the proposed legislation on agriculture. Despite 
public distrust within Europe of genetically engi- 
neered foods and emerging evidence of negative im- 
pacts, US companies are pressing hard for European 
Union countries to allow imports of genetically engi- 
neered foods. If it becomes law, the biotech patent 
directiye would give added commercial protection to 
genetically engineered crops over non-engineered ones. 

The legislation could also have significant im- 
pacts on the countries of the developing world. Over 
400 signatures, many of them from groups repre- 


8,000 years ago, for example, farmers and local com- 
munities have developed well over 100,000 different 
varieties suitable for a number of climates. 

It is the germ plasm of such community-nur- 
tured biodiversity that multinational biotechnol- 
ogy companies now seek to patent. In many cases, 
multinationals have capitalised on the knowledge 
of local people to identify potentially useful agri- 
cultural or medicinal plants that they then take 
back to the North and patent (primarily under the 
US patent system). 

The proposed EU biotech patent directive would 


are unaware of the proposed far-reaching legisla- 
tion, indeed, various sections of the biotechnol- 
ogy, pharmaceutical and agriculture industries 
would like to keep it that way. The challenge for all 
sections of society is to learn about this legislation, 
talk about it and its implications, and make their 
views known — before the European Parliament 
takes its vote in March or April of 1998. 

For more information, contact The Corner House, 
POB 3137, Station Road, Sturminster Newton, Dorset 
DT10 1YJ, UK; (44) 1258 473795; fax (44) 1258 
473748; e-mail: comerhouse(®gn.apc.org. 
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Quechan Nation Resists 
Cyanide Gold Mine 


by Daniel Patterson 

Way down in the southeastern corner of Califor- 
nia, not far from the Colorado River, there is a 
remote and spectacular place called Indian Pass. It 
is home to sacred Indian sites, microphyll wood- 
land habitat and desert wildlife, including 22 plants 
and 61 animals listed or proposed for listing as 
threatened or endangered on the state or federal 
endangered species list. Indian Pass is yet another 
southwestern desert wonderland sentenced to death 
by multinational corporations and irresponsible 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) managers. It is 
a place where the Quechan and other tribes of the 
Colorado River Native Nations Alliance have joined 
with tough desert conservationists to stop a pro- 
posed gold mine. 

The proposed 1,571 -acre mine site is situated on 
public land managed by the BLM and open to 
multiple abuses, including 1872 Mining Act rip- 
offs. The site is a de facto wilderness about nine miles 
west of the Colorado River. The Vancouver, BC- 
based Glamis Gold, Ltd. wants to turn this sacred 
desert wilderness into the Imperial Project, a cya- 
nide heap-leach gold mine, feeding a worldwide 
"need" for gold. Eighty-five to 90 percent of this 
gold will be used for jewelry. Our natural heritage is 
being ripped up for Rolex watches and gold plated 
sport-utility vehicle bumpers. 

Indian Pass has been sacred to the Quechan 
Nation for over 10,000 years. It is surrounded by 
four distinct types of mountains, each formed by 
a different natural process. The mountains, the 
four natural creation ways and the four directions 
have great spiritual meaning to the Quechan 
people. Indian Pass is still used for native religious 
ceremonies. Young men are brought to ancient 
sleeping circles to fast and pray under the guid- 
ance of tribal elders. It is also a powerful place 
that any desert rat would love: one-hundred mile 
'vistas, jagged peaks, big ironwood washes, bats, 
silence, power. 


Last winter, a draft Environmental Impact State- 
ment/Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR) was 
released for public review. Quechan leaders and 
Southern California 
conservationists say 
this is clearly an inad- 
equate document un- 
der the National Envi- 
ronmental Policy Act 
and the California En- 
vironmental Quality 
Act. The BLM held 
hearings across the re- 
gion. At each meeting 
the public expressed 
that the impacts of this 
mine were destructive 
and unacceptable. At a 
hearing last winter, 

Pauline Owl, chair- 
woman of the 
Quechan Cultural 
Committee, told the 
BLM El Centro Area 
Manager Terry Reed 

that if he approves the proposal Quechans would 
occupy the site and, "you will have to kill us [before 
we'll allow the mine]." Activists also blasted the 
laughable $30-per-acre reclamation plan that in- 
cluded leaving a 900-foot-deep hole and 300-foot- 
high waste rock and heap leach piles. Habitat com- 
pensation for microphyll woodland, an important 
sensitive desert wash habitat for which BLM does 
not even know area distribution or viability, was set 
much too low, mitigating only one acre for every 
pristine acre destroyed. In addition, an estimated 33 
to 57 threatened desert tortoises would be killed as 
"incidental takes." 

Due to strong opposition from the Quechans, 
conservationists and US Senator Barbara Boxer (D- 
CA), the BLM was forced to prepare a new EIS/EIR 



Stockpiled cyanide in California endangers the desert. 


for the Imperial Project, delaying any possible BLM 
decision until the winter of 1998. Paperwrenchers 
are working on legal challenges which may result 
in an important case between the 1872 Mining Act 
and laws about Native American rights. 

On Thanksgiving, about 50 Quechan leaders and 
desert activists gathered at the site to feast and 
strategize. Preston Arroweed led the Quechan men 
in singing as young Quechan women danced. 

Lorey Cachora, a Quechan archaeologist, talked 
about the spiritual significance of the 
area Glamis Imperial wants to mine, 
"It has a couple of windows we can 
use to go into other worlds. There are 
dream trails we use to learn whatever 
we need." Mr. Cachora also indicated 
that Quechans were prepared to "bring 
out the Eagle feathers," a sign that 
they are ready to make an uncompro- 
mising stand to defend Indian Pass. 
Indeed, the area is rich with ancient 
sacred significance, natural desert wil- 
derness beauty and native habitat sup- 
porting biodiversity such as the Yuma 
f puma, flat-tailed horned lizard, Cali- 
t- fornia leaf-nosed bat and the rare 

tn 

| fairyduster plant. 

1 The new EIS/EIR is out and, not 
3 surprisingly, the project still stinks. 
BLM managers in the California 
Desert District favor the mine project 
(imagine that!). A decision could 
come as soon as February. Cyanide mining for gold 
is totally unacceptable, especially in sacred wilder- 
ness. The people will stop this project. Quechans 
are planning the next Indian Pass gathering for 
around New Year's. 

Please help the campaign by contacting the BLM 
by January 27 and tell them, "No mine at Indian 
Pass! Period!" Douglas Romoli, BLM El Centro RA, 
1661 S. 4th St., El Centro, CA 92243; (909) 697- 
5237; fax (760) 337-4490. Imperial County Plan- 
ning Dept., 939 Main St., El Centro, CA 92243; 
Contact Glamis Gold, Ltd. 3324 Four Bentall Cen- 
tre, 1055 Dunsmuir St. V7X1A1. For campaign 
support info contact Baja Ecotopia EF! at POB 
7745, San Diego, CA 92167; (619) 581-3250; e- 
mail: sdef@envirolink.org. 


Downtown Showdown in San Luis 



Log truck stopped en route by activists who are clearly ready to sacrifice comfort for justice. 


by Shea 

La Sierra, the magnificent 77,500-acre biological 
corridor in the southernmost Rockies of Colorado, 
is still bound by the incomprehensible greed of one 
man living hundreds of miles away. Already, sev- 
eral of the nine major drainages have been ravaged 
by a fleet of mechanized fellers, their metal jaws 
devouring an area once graced by the good stew- 
ardship of the Chicanos of San Luis. The locals used 
the mountains for hunting, fishing, wood gather- 
ing and retreat until the arrival of the T aylor family 
in 1960. La Sierra is central to the community that 
has lived sustainably for many generations in the 
valley below, farming and ranching. Now the com- 
munity suffers from altered water cycles and sedi- 
ment in its irrigation ditches. Zachary Taylor and 
four multinational logging companies are to blame. 

On November 17, gringos of a different sort came 
to San Luis to show their opposition. Joining forces 
with locals and resident eco-activists, they confronted 
the issue head on. The population of the little town 
swelled over the weekend with the addition of over 
100 activists from around the Southwest. 

At 3:00 a.m. the radio waves started buzzing with 
sleepy activists using a code created at 2:45. Need- 
less to say, it didn't take the sheriff's department 
very long to figure out that we were talking about 
trucks and logs, not burgers and fries. The "yellow 
burger heading east" was a particularly infamous 
truck known to run eco-warriors off the road. The 
earth bandits swarmed the truck on the street 
directly in front of the police station, despite the 
logging truck's police escort and the subsequent 
raving by the red-faced sheriff, Boss Hog. He 
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bumbled around and managed 
to arrest three activists, but failed 
to pay as much attention as he 
should have to the two sweet 
women with large chunks of steel 
tubing. They locked themselves 
to the truck's axles with their 
arms inside lockboxes. The 
masses now included more than 
50 locals who came to watch and 
support. The cops erected a yel- 
low police line to keep every- 
body back and cut the women 
off with a carbide saw, showing 
little regard for the arms inside 
the lockboxes. When the inflic- 
tion of pain on one of the women 
was evident, two other coura- 
geous women crossed the line to 
intervene. At first, the police seemed baffled that 
two new protesters had appeared on their side of 
the yellow tape; but they managed to overcome 
their confusion with force as they hauled the 
defiant women in. One officer even felt the need to 
reassert himself by kicking an arrestee while she 
was handcuffed on the ground. 

After a couple hours, the two women who had 
locked down were cut off and arrested. Despite the 
polices' promise to weigh the apparently overloaded 
truck and check its bald tires, they let the truck go — 
almost. Linking arms and legs, several more protest- 
ers blocked the way. Then the cops resorted to 
violence, using brutal pain compliance holds. 

Ten women and three men were arrested for 
taking a stand in defense of the land and the 


generations-old way of life that the mountains of La 
Sierra sustain. Even a week later, the energy still 
reverberated in the community. Recently, a local 
pulled his car out in front of a log truck in town, 
blocking it until the cops came. 

This winter is perhaps the last stand for La Sierra. 
There are still vast untouched areas worth saving. 
But if the crews work as fast as they did last winter, 
it's likely that most of the mountain range will be 
devastated. Now is the time to come to Colorado 
and take a stand for the earth and her people. The 
next gathering will be held January 10-12, but we 
welcome affinity groups and schemers at any time. 
This is a cry for action. Contact Ancient Forest 
Rescue, POB 762, San Luis, CO 81152; (719) 672- 
3012; afr@amigo.net. 


i ho to by Fernando Martinez 




Imagine. .. beyond visualizations, 
beyond passivity's 
daydream fantasies... 

Imagine a future, real, viable, 
achievable; 

birthed from the festering compost 
of corporate society, 
from the industrialized labor pains 
of wage slavery; 

A real future: where land 
belongs to all relations in common; 
the winged ones, finned ones, 
clawed ones, crawling ones, 
fluttering ones, and walking, 
dancing, running ones; 
where all have an inherant right 
to be on this earth 
-our common home- 
into which we all are born; 
where each has sovereignty 
over self, 

free from the oppression and bloody 
conquests of "his-story"; 
where each has power within their 
own self, their own destiny, 
becoming their own leader - 
free to dance into societal reality 
the best of their dreams- 
and together 

in cooperation with others 
create an "our-story" where-in 
all are respected ,... compassion 
sharing, caring, creativity, 

diversity, craftship, play and 
work are interwoven 

C.arpera&e 'Rule. 7H 
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Look around you. Wherever you 
are, the signs of a dire future — 
or no future — are there. On the 
average city street people act like 
they are unaware of how toxic the 
air is — of its toxic odor, the 
grayness of the sky on a clear day, 
the solid murk of brown smog hang- 
ing over the city, the almost con- 
tinual chain of illnesses and in- 
creasing respiratory, allergy, and 
immune system difficulties people 
experience. 

In the city, your senses are 
assaulted by corporate advertize- 
ments — even emblazoned across 
people's hats and T-shirts. Every- 
thing is structured around buying — 
the idea that you need to work for 
some corporation to "earn" the 
money to buy all the material 
essentials for life — food, clothing, 
shelter, etc. as well as (it is 
suggested by the corporate media) 
the sources of enjoyment — movies, 
videos, home computers, fancy cars, 
sports attendance, concerts, etc. 

The media suggests there are even 
things you can buy to procure sex 
(clothes, cosmetic surgery, diet 
programs, alcohol, cigarettes, 
pornography materials, etc.) — and, 
by Implication, happiness. 

Whatever happened to simpler 
lives that had real meaning and 
joy tied to self-sufficiency and 
independence? Whatever happened 
to people having control over their 
own lives through procuring their 
own food from the land by the work 
of their hands or barter? What 
happened to the time when friend- 


-embodied in a society where 
existence is a celebration 
of life and dreams 
nature and wonder... 
where no few have power over 
the many. . . 

Imagine... cities where the streets 
have become: gardens, woodlands 
with weaving paths, playgrounds; 
where the intersections in 
neighborhoods 
throughout towns 
have become fire circles 

where neighbors and friends 
can gather 

celebrate with music, stories, 
theatre and dance; 
where office buildings 
-once paper pushing palaces 
of corporate profit inanity- 
are now housing for homeless, 

schools, art studios, craftshops; 
where streams, creeks, springs 
are released from beneath 
the asphalt and concrete pipes 
of their current imprisonment; 
where polluting toxins are forbidden; 
where labor is shared, elders 

are respected, young are cherished... 
then realize 

all is possible 

if we only dare 
to create 

the dream together... 


ship meant trust that the other 
person would help you in times of 
need and happiness in face-to-face 
contact and mutual experience, not 
mere name recognition, cocktail 
party-type superficial talk, status 
symbol competition, a name on a 
computer message, or limited 
shared experience in corporate 
work places? 

Let's consider the corporate 
work place. Americans now spend 
a disproportionate share of their 
lives there — much more than indig- 
enous people usually spent hunting, 
gathering, and creating necessities 
(which were also works of art far 
more appealing than the average 



"product" today.) First of all, 
there's chemicals everywhere — the 
pressed fiberboard construction 
exudes formaldehyde; the newer 
carpeting releases arsenic into the 
air. Then there's radiation and 
electromagnetic frequencies high 
above natural background levels 
from computers, microwaves, etc. 

(and electricity in general) or 
else toxic fumes, radiation, 
industrial accidents, etc. in more 
working class settings. Then, too, 
there's the "punch the clock" 
allegiance to the dictates of arti- 
ficial time (never mind your bio- 
logical circadian rhythyms telling 
you to sleep during the graveyard 
shift, the spring sun calling you 
outdoors, the need to spend more 
time with your children, the emotion- 
and body- torturing ravages of a 
womyn's monthly period, etc.) 

And there's the monitoring of your 
every move. Now corporations are 
aggressively down-sizing, switch- 
ing to "temporary" staff to elim- 
inate the inconvenience (to them) 
of benefits, pensions, training 
investment, unemployment pay — all 
making it even more clear that the 


average corporation doesn't give a 
damn about you or your family or 
people in general, who are just 
considered expendable resources. 

So meanwhile, what's going on 
in the idyllic countryside? The 
air and water may still be cleaner 
than in the city (if you're lucky) 
but there are locally used, corpor- 
ate-pushed toxins (herbicides, 
pesticides, cyanide and sulfur di- 
oxide from mining, strychnine to 
poison the gophers) and other 
causes of pollution (livestock 
industry cattle sewage in streams, 
logging sediment clogging fish 
spawning grounds, dams blocking 
fish passage to provide electri- 
city for the cities.) The pollu- 
tion and artificial environment 
restructuring is also expanding 
outward from the cities — suburb- 
anization overtaking the hills, 
malls and acres of "free parking" 
pavement reconfiguring rural towns, 
complete with fast food alienation 
and big, no local conscience fran- 
chises like Wal Mart and Target 
spreading across the landscape like 
cancer, golf courses erupting 
like acne with herbicide-coated 
green fed by finite ancient under- 
ground water reserves in the 
deserts, prices skyrocketing for 
locals as fast pace-pro due tjon- 
ensurimg espresso bars move in. 

Yet the problems go further and 
deeper still, as global warming 
and the insidious progression of 
ozone depletion (and the already 
occurring increased skin cancer, 
catastrophic loss of phytoplankton 
and krill, collapse of the ocean 
food chain) transcend local and 
regional boundaries and localized 
cause and effect. In tandem, the 
multinational corporations have 
transcended local, regional, and 
national restrictions on their 



Bison Under Fire 


For thousands of years, Indians and the buffalo 
lived together, a harmony that symbolized their 
way of life. Then from the East the white man 
came, wiping out the buffalo. The only remaining 
wild herd today lives in and around Yellowstone's 
borders. Last winter, the Montana Department of 
Livestock (DOL) slaughtered 1,100 buffalo from 
Yellowstone Park. To the horror of many, plans 
are already set in motion to continue the carnage 
this year. 

Why are these buffalo being killed you ask? The 
DOL insists that Montana must maintain a 
brucellosis-free status for its beef industry. 
Brucellosis is a disease that causes cattle and elk to 
abort their first born. Despite the fact that there has 
never been a documented case of buffalo spreading 
brucellosis to cattle, the DOL and Park Service still 
have their rifles pointed straight ahead. The sad 
irony is that cattle transmitted the disease to buf- 
falo, not vice-versa. 

There were 3,500 buffalo at the start of last 


winter. The extremely harsh weather caused many 
buffalo to migrate out of Yellowstone into Mon- 
tana. These buffalo were the genetically superior 
ones in many cases, strong enough to make it to 
their winter feeding grounds. When you add the 
1,100 state-sponsored killings to the 800 to 1,000 
buffalo that died of natural causes, you have a 
precariously thin herd. 

The way the killings are handled is also a point of 
concern. Area residents of Gardiner, Montana and 
West Yellowstone are outraged at what has taken 
place and can't believe that it is about to happen 
again. "The DOL has absolutely no concern for 
anyone," one resident of West Yellowstone said. 
"They just walk onto your property with no permis- 
sion whatsoever and murder the poor animals. Worse 
yet, they leave the gut piles behind for everyone to 
see, then take the heads and the hides and auction 
them off, making a profit at the buffalo's expense." 

Business owners in and around Yellowstone are 
also a bit miffed at the lack of regard the state has 
shown towards their liveli- 
hood. Tourism brings people 
by the thousands to Montana 
every year and killing off a ma- 
jor attraction has local mer- 
chants scared and ill-at-ease. 

A draft environmental impact 
statement on management of 
the bison will not be issued 
until January at the earliest. It 
is already nine years overdue. 

Forty-four Native American 
tribes have stated their willing- 
ness to pay to relocate live buf- 
| falo to their tribal lands. But 
I Native Americans have never 
| been invited to discussions of 
5, how the buffalo will be man- 
| aged, even though the Park rec- 
| ognizes ten tribes as having 
| rights in Yellowstone. 
a A repeat of last winter would 
be a devastating blow to the fu- 
ture of America's last wild buf- 



Heads and hides ready for auction 


falo herd. For now, the buffalo is teetering on the edge 
of existence. Its survival is going to take unity and 
cooperation between parties currently miles apart. 

During a recent fly-over with Project Lighthawk, 
251 bison were found in the Cougar Creek drain- 
age, a mere ten miles from the Park boundary. The 
good news is that the snow on the ground is still 
only eight to 12 inches deep in most places. The 
bad news is that any significant snow will immedi- 
ately drive these bison out of the park and into 
dangerous territory. This is a critical time for the 
bison; anyone considering coming out this winter 
should think about making the trip as soon as 
possible. We have already begun patrolling 
Yellowstone's boundaries, hazing bison back into 
the Park and have established safe havens with 
some of the land-owning community. 

Buffalo Nations brings together Native American 
tribes throughout the West with others who be- 
lieve that saving the buffalo is essential. Contact 
Buffalo Nations at POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 
59758; (406) 646-0070; fax (406) 646-0071; 
buffalo@wildrockies.org. 





The State of Wyoming has amended its bison hunting regulations to increase 
opportunities for hunters in the state. Now, in addition to the controversial 
hunting of Yellowstone bison in the Shoshone National Forest, the new regula- 
tions permit the hunting of bison from Grand Teton National Park who winter 
primarily on the National Elk Refuge near Jackson, Wyoming. 

The US Fish and Wildlife Service, which manages the National Elk 
Refuge, has proposed to allow the Wyoming Game and Fish Depart- 
ment to conduct bison hunting on the refuge. Hunts will also be 
permitted on surrounding lands, including US Forest Service land. 

The proposed hunt is part of a recently approved federal-state 
management package. The plan calls for the bison herd to be 
maintained at an arbitrary size of 350-400 animals to reduce the 
chance of bison transmitting brucellosis to domestic cattle. As many 
as 30 bison may be shot in December. According to geneticists, a 
population this size will not retain the herd's genetic viability. 

There has never been a confirmed case of bison transmitting 
the abortion disease, brucellosis, to cattle under natural condi- 
tions. Over the last 10 years, over 3,000 bison have been killed 
due to the unsubstantiated fear of disease transmission to do- 
mestic livestock. 

Since the late 1960s, the National Park Service has allowed 
snowmobiles in Yellowstone and has groomed trails and roads for 
their use. At the same time, Park Service scientists admit that bison 
use of groomed trails not only facilitates their emigration out of 
Grand Teton into Montana where they are killed, but also that the 
groomed trails artificially alter bison survival rates, distribution, 
movements and the natural ecology of the park. 

The National Park Service recently published a draft environ- 
mental assessment analyzing the impacts of closing at least one 


snowmobile trail in Yellowstone Park to all winter use. This environmental 
assessment is a product of a lawsuit settlement between The Fund for Animals 
and other organizations and the National Park Service over its management 
of winter recreation in Yellowstone and Grand Teton National Parks. 


Page 8 Earth First! Yule 1997 




Mitsubishi Stumped! 


by NYC Earth First! 

"Earth First! Profits Last! Boycott Mitsubishi!" The chant- 
ing echoed through the main entrance to Mitsubishi Inter- 
national as employees looked on in shock at New York 
City's World Rainforest Week action on their doorstep. 
NYC Earth First! and Wetlands Rainforest Action Group 
had blockaded the offices using two cement barrels, 
lockboxes and a wooden door, demanding an end to 
Mitsubishi's worldwide pillage of forests and ecosystems. 

The action began as an activist with a megaphone taped to 
his hand entered the north doors of the building shouting 
and drawing attention. Another person followed him with a 
lockbox disguised as a package and locked down to a banister 
in the north lobby. Meanwhile, at the south entrance, people 
wheeled two 600-pound concrete-filled barrels, painted as 
stumps and concealed in cardboard boxes, on appliance 
dollies up to the main entrance. Protesters entered the 
building and announced that it was closed. One person sat 
down in the turnstile of the revolving door, and the person 


locked to the banister unlocked and joined him. 

Within seconds, five activists had locked down. Two 
people laid down, their backs on the ground, in front of the 
barrels and stretched their arms over their heads and into 
lockboxes embedded in the barrels. Three people also locked 
into the barrels from sitting positions between and next to 
the barrels. A sixth person placed a door covered in green 
cloth, cut and painted to look like a treetop, on top of the 
barrels and laid down on it. From there he reached his arm 
through a pre-cut hole in the door to lock into another 
lockbox embedded in the top of one of the barrels. 

The media and a diversionary demonstration which had 
met at another location arrived soon after. Fifty-four cops 
followed them and soon arrested the person with the mega- 
phone. The police gave the building manager a statement to 
read, formally asking those locked down to leave or be 
charged with criminal trespass. The blockaders held their 
ground, demanding a meeting with Mitsubishi's president. 

The police decided to deconstruct the blockade and 
arrest everyone resisting their orders. First, they sawed 
through the door and attempted to pull off the attached 
activist, almost breaking his arm in the process. Next, they 
tried to cut through the barrels using a circular saw and the 
jaws of life, almost dislocating another person's arm. 
Finally, they jackhammered through the concrete, which 
took three hours. When the dust settled, the arrests totaled 
ten. We made Mitsubishi's life hell for a day and got our 
message out with great newspaper, TV, international 
newswire and internet website coverage, bringing home 
the message: "Earth First! Profits Last! Boycott Mitsubishi!" 

But why Mitsubishi? Mitsubishi is actually one king corpo- 
ration, known in Japan as a kieretsu. Viewed as a single entity, 
Mitsubishi is the world's largest corporation and has the 
world's tenth largest economy (the nine larger are all na- 
tions). Mitsubishi companies have their hands in mining, 
ocean engineering, chemicals, cables, beer, life insurance, 
steel manufacturing, petrochemicals, carbon, cameras, bank- 
ing, textiles, atomic power and many other things, includ- 
ing, ironically, cement. As the world's largest corporate 
destroyer of forests, Mitsubishi has been the subject of a 
boycott by over 200 organizations led by the Rainforest 
Action Network since 1991. 

Mitsubishi companies have two standard responses to 


protests: outright denial of any destructive forest practices, 
citing the fact that they no longer own any direct tree-felling 
operations, and denial of any connection between the vari- 
ous Mitsubishi companies. Both of these claims are proven 
false by a brief look at practices throughout the kieretsu. 

Three main companies own part or all of each Mitsubishi 
company. One of these three, Mitsubishi Corporation, owns 
parts of all these companies. These companies do more than 
just "share a logo; " they conduct business in a way that would 
violate US antitrust laws. They rotate executives, have in- 
terlocking boards of directors, maintain exclusive contracts 
with each other and aggressively finance each others' proj ects. 

Mitsubishi's destructive practices span the globe. In Wash- 
ington and Oregon, Mitsubishi is consistently the largest 
exporter of whole logs, accelerating job loss and forest de- 
struction in the US. Mitsubishi is one of the largest investors 
in the ALP AC paper mill, the world's largest chlorine bleach 
paper mill, causing the destruction and poisoning of the 
forests and waterways of Alberta, Canada. In Indonesia, 
Mitsubishi is the largest exporter of plywood from rainforests 
stolen from the indigenous occupants by the 
repressive, genocidal Suharto regime. In Ja- 
pan, Mitsubishi is also a primary importer of 
logs from Siberia's boreal forests. In Ecuador, 
Mitsubishi's Bishi Metals illegally operated 
the country's largest exploratory mining op- 
eration in a highly biologically diverse, un- 
disturbed area. In retaliation, indigenous 
people carefully removed and catalogued 
objects in the mine and then burned down 
the empty mine site. 

But forests aren't Mitsubishi's only vic- 
tims. Mitsubishi Oil's use of shoddy, single- 
hull oil tankers, now condemned within 
the industry, resulted in the largest oil 
g. spill in Japanese history, killing an untold 
| amount of aquatic life. A subsidiary of 
z Mitsubishi working with the Mexican gov- 
^ ernment is attempting to build a salt re- 
5 finery in San Ignacio Lagoon in Baja Cali- 
fornia, endangering the most vital and 
pristine breeding and birthing areas for 
the California gray whale. 

The battle against Mitsubishi is daunting, but there have 
been many victories by both international and grassroots 
groups. In San Francisco, Mitsubishi had a $147-million 
airport-construction contract canceled and has been banned 
from holding other city contracts because of its dealings 
with the brutal, illegitimate military dictatorship in Burma. 
Mitsubishi was stopped from clearcutting the Tongass Na- 
tional Forest when the United States Forest Service caught it 
keeping double books and cheating the US out of millions of 
dollars in logging fees. Mitsubishi, feeling the pressure of the 
six-year boycott, recently sold its half of the largest wood 
milling operation in the Amazon. Students from 33 colleges 
have voted to bar Mitsubishi products and recruiters from 
their campuses. Dozens of Mitsubishi automobile dealerships 
have condemned Mitsubishi's destructive forest practices, 
including the world's largest auto dealership, New York 
City's Potamkin Mitsubishi. Due to public pressure, 
Mitsubishi sold the world's largest disposable chopsticks 
manufacturing company in British Columbia, Canada, which 
wasted 85 percent of the wood that came into the plant. At 
least 30 car shows have been disrupted by protesters locking 
themselves to cars and closing down exhibits, drumming, 
chanting, distributing flyers and circulating petitions. Cav- 
ing in to public pressure, Mitsubishi Motors Sales of America 
and Mitsubishi Electronics of America agreed to fund com- 
prehensive research to reduce wood consumption and change 
corporate wood use practices. In Malaysia, Mitsubishi has 
sold its partnership, but continues purchasing logs cut from 
the oldest rainforest on Earth, believed to be 180 million 
years old, and clearcuts it by floodlight 24-hours a day. 

You can help sustain this pressure on Mitsubishi by 
boycotting all products with the red three-diamond 
Mitsubishi logo, including Kirin Beer, Bank of California, 
Mitsubishi fax machines, film, art markers, computers, TVs, 
cars, trucks, Nikon photography and Mitsubishi Bank. 

Contact Minoru Makihara, President of Mitsubishi Inter- 
national Corporation at 520 Madison Avenue, New York, 
NY 10022; (212) 605-2000; fax (212) 605-3597. Order the 
Mitsubishi Boycott Organizer's Guide and other anti- 
Mitsubishi materials from the Rainforest Action Network 
at 221 Pine Street, San Francisco, CA 94109; (415) 398- 
4404; e-mail: Boycottmc@ran.org. 



Six-person lockdown shuts the door on Mitsubishi! 
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Amazon Burning! 

A total of 24,549 fires were reported 
burning in the Amazon by 1 997 NOAA- 
12 satellite images. Only 19,115 fires 
appear in the 1996 data, an increase of 
28 percent. The average number of 
fires per day increased from 466 to 599. 
The actual increase for the year may be 
even greater, since 1997 is drier than 
1996 and the burning continues. 

Increased burning strongly suggests 
that deforestation rates continue to rise 
in the Amazon. The most recent defores- 
tation analysis, released last year, showed 
that forest clearing rose about 34 per- 
cent between 1991 and 1994, reaching 
14,896 square kilometers a year. 

Of the 12 to 13 percent of the forested 
area of the Amazon cleared and burned 
to date, an area about the size of Califor- 
nia, only about 12 percent is fanned. 
The rest is cattle pasture. New areas are 
made accessible to ranching and agri- 
culture by the building of logging roads. 

A recent Brazilian national security 
agency report on forestry policy con- 
cluded that 80 percent of the timber 
produced in the Amazon is extracted 
illegally. The 1965 Forestry Code speci- 
fied penalties to be applied by the courts 
but failed to authorize executive agen- 
cies to enforce the law. Consequently, 
IBAMA, Brazil's environmental agency, 
is powerless to levy fines, apprehend 
timber stolen from public lands or oth- 
erwise carry out its enforcement powers. 
In fact, the agency collects only about 
6.5 percent of the fines it levies. There is 
thus practically no environmental law 
enforcement in the Amazon. 

Five US Species Extinct 

On September 19, 1997, the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) published 
a notice in the Federal Register declaring 
that five species have been deleted as 
candidates for listing as threatened or 
endangered because they have gone ex- 
tinct. The USFWS's systematic failure to 
promptly list candidate species is one of 
the greatest abuses of the ESA. 

The High Rock Spring tui chub for- 
merly inhabited three connected springs 
on the Califomia/Nevada border. Prior 
to 1980, groundwater pumping extir- 
pated the chub from the Nevada springs, 
in 1982, the California Department of 
Fish and Game permitted a business to 
rear an exotic predatory fish in the same 
spring system. It escaped from the rear- 
ing facility and decimated the chub, 
which was declared extinct in 1993. 

The Marianas euploea butterfly was 
endemic to the Mariana Islands in the 
western Pacific Ocean. It was common 
in the 1 930s but declined steadily due to 
habitat loss. A 1995 survey found no 
trace of it, and it was declared extinct 
this year. Three Hawaiian pomace flies 
with very limited ranges on the islands 
of Hawaii and Molokai are also extinct. 

Fast Track Blocked 

In a surprising move, Congress suc- 
cessfully blocked the passage of the fast 
track trade bill that would have made it 
possible for corporations to circum- 
vent existing trade regulations and 
given Clinton ultimate power in nego- 
tiating international trade agreements. 
The bill would have set into law the 
Multilateral Agreement on Investment 
(MAI), which would allow transnational 
corporations the unrestricted right to 
buy, sell and move businesses and other 
assets wherever they want, whenever 
they want. First NAFTA, then GATT, 
now MAI. Declare your opposition to 
MAI and fast-track! Call Congress at I 
(888) 723-5246. For more information 
contact Public Citizen's Trade Cam- 
paign at 215 Pennsylvania Ave.'SE,- 
Washington, DC 20003; (202) 546- 
4996; e-mail: ctaylor@citizen.org. 
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on. us to buy things from them, work 
for them, obey them, and limit the 
scope of our dreams to the confining, 
limited reality they impose on us. 
These are all cracks in their armor 
we can push through like grass grow- 
ing up through the concrete and 
crumbling it, 

6 . "Corporate authority over us has 
been legitimized through established 
legal precedents; corporate power 

is legal — therefore there's no way 
to oppose it." 

In reality, the legal system is 
to a large extent molded by public 
pressure turning into new cultural 
morfes and political pressure. For 
instance, it used to be illegal for 
blacks to ride in the front of the 
bus (etc.) in many parts of the 
country; this is no longer illegal 
due to a mass movement against 
discrimination. Actions taken to 
change fundamentally bad laws sucess- 
fully usually must step beyond the 
law — eg. boycotts, strikes, direct 
action, occupations, rallies, 
marches, etc. These are tried and 
true tactics in successful organizing 
campaigns to change the status quo. 

7 . "If we stop corporate abuses in 
one place, they will simply take 
their factories, jobs and pollution 
somewhere else." 

First, transnational corporations 
are doing that already anyway, using 
international trade agreements like 
NAFTA and GATT to shift production 
(and pollution problems) to countries 
with lower labor and environmental 

standards and cheaper minimum wages. 
Second, to stop this trend and force 
corporate accountability to commun- 
ities and adherence to stringent 
environmental and labor protection 
laws, we need to dismantle the mecha- 
nisms of corporate control directly; 
regulation has not worked. While we 
have been enacting regulatory band- 
aid reforms, they have been changing 
the rules of the game. Corporations 
have been tossing out unwanted 
restrictions of local, state, federal 
and international laws by making them 
unenforceable due to multilateral 
trade agreements such as NAFTA and 
GATT. The Multilateral Agreement on 
Investment would even make nations 
subject to corporate lawsuits for 
trying to enforce national laws 
setting standards restrictive to 
destructive trade. Realize that 
we can seize corporate assets, 
criminally prosecute corporations 
and find new ways to hold them 
accountable for their actions; they 
are licensed in our name. Of course, 
so as not to be NIMBY ("not in my 
backyard") in our efforts, so as not 
to allow the corporations to pass 
our problems on to others, one of 
our immediate tasks is to form 
strong links of international com- 
munication and solidarity for our 
work. In some cases, we may need 
to educate other nations and 
cultures, based on our experience, 
on the need to actively oppose 
corporate colonization. Corpor- 
ations seek to divide and conquer 
us; our challenge is to find common 
cause while allowing for cultural 
and political diversity, to unite 
our various struggles against 
corporate dominance here and 
internationally. 
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programs for healing: the use of 
barter (direct trade) instead of 
currency to obtain needed goods 
and labor from each other locally 
and regionally; the use of alter- 
native currency such as is now in 
use in Madison, Wisconsin, in which 
bills represent amount of labor 
exchanged for goods; local produc- 
tion of organic food on a small farm 
scale; worker-owned business coop- 
eratives; abandoned simpler (and 
safer) technologies (such as bow 
saws, candles, oil lamps, wood 
stoves, home canning of food, .. 
waterwheels, windmills, subsist- 
ence hunting, gathering wild plant 
foods, sharing, wildcrafting herbs, 
etc.); simpler means of transport 
(bicycles, a local economy, towns 
designed to have business diversity 
easily accessible to pedestrians, 
etc.); basic carpentry; use of 
alternative building methods and 
materials; barn-raisings; community 
harvests; etc. For instance, in 
the face of no more economic support 
from the Soviet Union and a trade 
embargo from the U.S., Cuba went 
cold turkey on pesticide use and 
turned to bicycles for in-town 
transportation needs — both success- 
fully. Cuba now more fully meets 
its citizens' needs for food inde- 
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pendently. Bicycles proved cheaper, 
less- polluting, and easier to fix 
than automobiles, leading to cleaner 
cities and a more personally inter- 
active community life. Denmark is 
considering going organic 
in its agriculture and Swiss Air 
is planning to serve 90 % organic 
food to its passengers, both 
recognizing the corporate toxins 
(and bio-engineered grains to go 
with each pesticide) as a dead-end 
to a healthy future. Such initia- 
tives show we are primarily limited 
by our fears and lack of imagination, 
not by the absence of alternatives. 

Let's take 
back the 

phrase "Dream on!" 
Snd make it a 
positive affirmation! 
We have been very con- 
trolled by corporate 
manipulation of language. 
^ We need to create our own 
language and our connection 
/- 7 /' r w f^ ^ and » °ur communities 
W "t s work and play across the 
artificial barriers imposed by 
the corporate cancer, re-defining 
is democracy ' and "progress" to — 
'“reflect life-affirming values, 
our most basic needs and 
desires, not greed, profit, 
genocide, and the end of 
Nature. Let's make the 
dream real ! 



Suggested Further Reading : 

When Corporations Rule the World by David Korten 
Who Will Tell the People? by William Greider 

. The Case Against t_he Global Economy by Jerry Mamder and Edward Goldsmith 

in the Absence of the Sacred by Jerry Mander 

The Unconscious Civilization by John Ralston Saul 

Assata by Assata Shakur 

The Fifth Sacred Thing by Starhawk 

Agents of Repression by Churchill and Vanderhill 

The War at Home by Brian Glick 

The Final Empire by William Kotke 

Monocuitures of the Mind: Perspectives on Biodiversity and Biotec.) 


fhnology 


and Biopiracy by Vandana Shiva 
Prisons we Choose to Live Inside by Doris Lessing 
Crises of the Republic by Hannah Arendt 

9 a r e Business: Citizenship and the Charter of Corporations" by 
Richard L. Grossman and Frank T. Adams 

"Multinational Monitor" by Essentials Publications, Washington D.C. 

Corporate Power and the American Dream: An Economic Workshop for Working 
People" by Rutgers Labor Education Center, 1995 
"The Emergence of Corporate Rule and What to Do about It: A Set of Working 
Instruments for Social Movements" by Tony Clarke, in collaboration with 
other members of the IFG working committee on corporations (International 
Forum on Globalization, 1996 - IFG, 1555 Pacific Ave., San Fran,CA 94109 ) 
A Partial List of Organizations to Contact: 

Program on Corporations, Law and Democracy (has a resource list of articles, 
brochures, and videos) P.0. Box 306, Cambridge, MA 02140 


8 . "There are no alternatives to 
corporate control; corporations 
house us, feed us, give us jobs.... 

There are plenty of alternatives 
to the existing corporate system — 
what's more, they are more life- 
sustaining and community-nurturing 
alternatives and have been around 
helping people much longer than 
corporations. These alternatives 
include: the use of extended 
families to provide community 
services such as childcare and care 
for the elderly; the use of natural 
herbs, physical therapy and diet 


Contributions are' also welcome! 


End Corporate Dominance 
P.0. Box 7292 
Austin, TX 73713 

Democracy Unlimited of Wisconsin 
29 E. Wilson St., Suite 201 
Madison, WI 53703 

Maine Program on Corporations, 
Law and Democracy 
R.R. #2, Box 452 
North Berwick, ME 03906 


for additional copies of this 
to distribute in your area, 
contact: 

End Corporate Dominance 
HCR - 82 

Fossil, OR 97330 

Democracy Unlimited of Humbolt County 
P.0. Box 27 
Areata, CA 95518 

Public Information Network 

(for research on corporations, primers, 

guides) ... 

P.0. Box 95316 
Seattle, WA 93145-2316 




Thirteen Sales Bagged in Kentucky's 
Daniel Boone National Forest 

Down in the Bluegrass State, the USFS is 
having the same luck. A Kentucky Heartwood 
lawsuit challenging the exclusive use of even- 
aged management on the Daniel Boone Na- 
tional Forest and the USFS failure to consult 
with the USFWS on its forest plan is meeting 
with some success. This litigation sought to 
prevent 27 timber sales on Kentucky's only 
national forest. 

On October 30, the USFS filed a brief in 
response to Kentucky Heartwood's motion for a 
preliminary injunction on logging on the 
Boone; the Forest Service decided to cancel 12 
sales due to inadequate analysis and agreed to 
enter formal consultation with the USFWS on 
the Forest Plan. They will, however, move 
forward with the other 15 timber sales. Heart- 
wood is still trying to get a temporary restrain- 
ing order or preliminary injunction against 
those. No matter what happens, the 12 timber 
sales are stopped. 

In a separate lawsuit on the Daniel Boone, 


Judge Clark agreed with Heartwood members 
on every single issue. He ruled that under the 
Endangered Species Act the USFS is required to 
place top priority on the Indiana bat, and that 
the USFS and USFWS were arbitrary and capri- 
cious in failing to use the best scientific informa- 
tion available when they concluded the sale was 
not likely to adversely affect the bats. 

The judge also ruled that, in violation of the 
National Environmental Policy Act, the USFS 
failed to take a "hard look" at the impact to the 
bats. The USFS now must prepare an EIS. 


continued from front page 

Timber Sale Stopped in Pennsylvania's 
Allegheny National Forest 

On October 15, following a 16-month 
campaign launched by the Allegheny Defense 
Project and Heartwood, federal District Judge 
William Standish issued his decision on the 
case challenging the massive 31 -million-board- 
foot Mortality II Timber Sale. The plaintiffs' 
bedrock claim — that the US Forest Service 
(USFS) must prepare an environmental impact 
statement (EIS) for such an enormous timber 
sale — was upheld in full by the court. In 
making his decision, the judge cited the fact 
that the Environmental Assessment was 50 
pages, longer than the 15-page threshold after 
which an EIS is triggered, according to Council 
on Environmental Quality guidelines. Judge 
Standish enjoined the USFS from implement- 
ing the sale until an EIS is completed. 

The decision was extremely important since it 
was the first lawsuit filed against a timber sale 
in Pennsylvania. The 5,000-acre sale of black 
cherry trees would have sold for $12 million. 


Cancelled Sales on Ohio's Wayne Forest 
Net Environmentalists $11,500 

The USFS complied in November with a court 
order to pay the Buckeye Forest Council (BFC) 
and its attorneys over $11,500 for fees incurred 
during a legal effort to prevent two timber sales. 
The BFC filed the lawsuit in 1996 after the USFS 
denied a request to correct discrepancies between 
the units described in the Environmental Assess- 
ment (EA) and areas that were marked to be 
logged. Approximately 150 acres of the Bluegrass 
Ridge and Markins Fork timber sales were to be 
cut despite inadequate review in the EA. In 
August 1996, the Forest Service agreed not to log 
the contested areas. 

Logging has been shut down on the Wayne 
National Forest since September 1997 when 
District Judge Graham granted the Ohio Sierra 
Club's request for a temporary restraining order 
against logging. The issue has since been taken up 
by the US Supreme Court, from which a ruling is 
expected in the summer of 1998. 

Efforts to prevent logging on national forests 
in other Midwestern states have also had suc- 
cess. There has been a virtual shutdown of 
logging on the Shawnee National Forest in 
Illinois thanks to the efforts of the Regional 
Association of Concerned Environmentalists, 
the Sierra Club and the National Audubon 
Society. On Indiana's Hoosier National Forest, 
Heartwood blocked a hardwood salvage sale 
through an administrative appeal. 

To get involved with these and other forest 
protection efforts in the Central Hardwoods, 
contact Heartwood at POB 1424, Bloomington, 

IN 47402; (812) 337-8898. 


Trees from the Mortality II timber sale area on the Allegheny NF 


Heartwood succeeded in preventing logging of 
the Leatherwood timber sale, a 199-acre sale next 
to the Red River Gorge. The lawsuit against the 
Leatherwood sale netted more than a protected 
ecosystem: Heartwood and its attorneys were 
awarded over $35,000. 


Two Salvage Sales Stopped in Missouri's 
Mark Twain National Forest 

Judge Russell Clark recently issued a prelimi- 
nary injunction halting the Windstorm Salvage 
sales near the 11-Point National Scenic River and 
Irish Wilderness. The suit is remarkable because it 
was filed by activists, not lawyers. Heartwood's 
Jim Bensman, Charles Phillips and Devin 
Scherubel filed a pro se lawsuit. The main issue 
was the federally endangered Indiana bat. 



Op Ed: 
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1940s long after 
Ghandi had ceased 
his campaign. Indian 
Freedom Fighters knew 
that if it had been the 
Soviets or Nazis who 
occupied India, they would 
have executed Ghandi long 
before he became effective. 

Many of the elements of 
India's independence move- 
ment that did not adhere to 
Ghandi's principles were, in 
fact, inspired by the young 
Irish Republican Army. In 
1930, Bengali revolutionaries 
even launched an armed uprising 
in India on the anniversary of an 
Irish revolt in 1916. The 
Bengalese carried on their 
guerrilla campaign for four years. 

In 1921, the IRA, opposing the 
very same British colonialism, 
drove Britain from the majority 
of Ireland. The IRA's guerrilla 
strategy, striking where and 
when their opponents least 
expected it, is the same strategy 


Every Tool in the Box 


used today in the six counties still occupied by 
Britain in the Northern Ireland. Inspired by MLK's 
campaigns, Irish Nationalists in the 1960s began 
their own civil rights campaign. They repeatedly 
were met with violence, until the repression 
culminated in the shooting of 13 peaceful march- 
ers during a civil rights march in 1972. This act led 
many passive resisters to accept the modern IRA’s 
guerrilla tactics and spurred the largest resurgence 
in IRA membership since the Anglo-Irish War. 

You might say Earth Firstlers are not indigenous 
warriors fighting to win freedom like the Irish or 
native people here, but the struggle to protect 
Earth's remaining biodiversity knows no racial 
boundary. Maybe it's time we ask ourselves why 
we are not willing to risk as much as warriors 
fighting the same enemy in other lands. I do not 
believe we need to use physical violence now, but 
we should fight a guerrilla war that places intact 
ecosystems and all that lives there above ma- 
chines built for their destruction. 

Earth Firstlers are the last line of defense, the 
last line of resistance when all other tactics fail, 
the last line before bulldozers rip into the 
homes of bears and salamanders, lynx and 
salmon and every other race. After we fail, there 
is only the sorrow that we did not do more and 
the memory of how beautiful this land once 
was. We must fight now to defend all of it as we 



would for our own 
family and home. 

The animal and 
plant nations have 
no army except for 
people like you 
and me. Environ- 
mentalists in 
three-piece suits 
aren't going to lay 
their lives and 
freedom on the line. There is only us. Humans 
and nonhumans will die if we burn out, surren- 
der to fear or do only what preserves our level 
of comfort in this society. 

Within Earth First! I pray there are warriors 
who are not afraid of a few years in prison for 
pursuing the righteous wild passion that tells us 
to fight a guerrilla war against the evil powers 
destroying Earth. That war need not be violent 
to be successful; it need only place more faith in 
our love of the Earth than our fear of a govern- 
ment-sponsored vacation like the one I now 
enjoy. We are the warrior generation that Earth 
depends on most. On every front, let's all work 
together without criticizing each others' tactics, 
while encouraging constant discussion of the 
best strategy, with only one goal in our hearts 
and minds — to always put the Earth first. 
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THE DIRTY HISTORY OF THE 


INTERNATIONAL WHALING COMMISSION 
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by Michelle Stewart 

On the second day of the an- 
nual meeting of the International 
Whaling Commission (IWC) this 
fall, it was decided the Makah 
tribe of Puget Sound, Washing- 
ton, would be allowed to resume 
hunting the once-endangered 
7 gray whale. No one was too sur- 
prised when the quota of four 
^ whales was granted because even 
a draft environmental assessment 
put out by the National Marine 
l_ Fisheries Service came close to 
fully supporting the hunt. 

Since the whale's removal from the 
endangered species list in 1994, the 
tribe has sought permission to hunt 
it. It is hard to deny the Makah the 
right to whale; whaling is deeply en- 
trenched in their history as a people. 
They even had language added to the 
Treaty of 1855 assuring them the 
right. (They were one of the only 
tribes in the US to do so.) 

Nowadays, treaty or no treaty, the 
decision to allow the Makah to con- 
tinue to hunt is made by the IWC, not 
the US. Although many conservation- 
ists have heard of the IWC, few know 
its sordid history. It's a history of Ma- 
fia-like activities, billionaire tycoons 
and backroom deals — an international 
sham in charge of a precious resource: 
the oceans and whales of the world. 


Gentlemen Whalers 

The International Whaling Commis- 
sion was formed at the International 
Convention for the Regulation of 
Whaling in 1946. The first meeting of 
the IWC took place in London two 
years later. At its inception, two of the 
ten species of whales were commer- 
cially extinct, and it was decided 
amongst the participants (14 of 41 
whaling nations) that something had 
to be done to manage the species. The 
IWC was mandated to have annual 
meetings to make management deci- 
sions in the form of "gentlemen's 
agreements" on such topics as the 
opening of whaling season, annual 
catch quotas, halting harvest when 
quotas are reached, and not killing 
nursing females and undersized spe- 
cies. All whaling nations were not 
required to be part of the IWC, just as 
all whalers and others in the industry 
were not required to be "gentlemen." 

In its formative years, the IWC was a 
once-a-year party for the commission- 
ers who came together, smoked cigars 
and told stories of great catches. At its 
height in the 1960s, it was a body of 39- 
member countries, each with a del- 
egate as an IWC commissioner. In 
nearly all cases, the commissioners were 
involved in the whaling industry or 
received compensation for advocating 
for the industry. All countries were 
offered an "opt out" policy on deci- 
sions made at IWC meetings; they did 
not have to comply with a decision if 
they filed an objection notice within 
90 days of the decision. It was a man- 
agement body void of any obligation 
and vacant of common sense. 


The Onassis Connection 

As the IWC stumbled along in its 
adolescence, many players came onto 



the field, including some who played 
dirty ball. Aristotle Onassis decided to 
try his hand at whaling and built a huge 
whaling dynasty in the 1950s. His suc- 
cess was largely due to the fact that he 
did not make an attempt to be a part of 
the IWC, realizing that independence 
was more profitable. Onassis not only 
took from the profits of the powerful 
whaling country Norway, he added salt 
to the wound with his indefensible 
business ethics. The manager of the 
Onassis fleet was a disgraced Norwegian 
and former Nazi party member. The 
management of the Onassis company 
was comprised of former German Nazi 


the early '70s, it was apparent that the 
IWC was becoming more conserva- 
tive in its approach, so Japan and 
Russia formed panels and subcommit- 
tees of the IWC to advocate their in- 
terests. Panels of Japanese scientists 
granted take permits to the Russians 
and vice-versa. So-called "objective 
observers" on Rus- 
sian vessels moni- 
toring whaling 
practices were 
Japanese and vice- 
versa. Surprisingly, 
no violations were 
reported by Rus- 


nese hundreds of millions of dollars. 
Although it was not enforced on this 
occasion, the threat was made, and 
the Pelly Amendment became a real 
lever against "bad" whalers. 

New Management Procedure 

Under increased pressure at the '74 


administrators who were responsible 
for seizing Norway's whaling vessels 
during the war. Other Onassis employ- 
ees were in the Nazi navy, and his crew 
was comprised of assorted Germans and 
ex-military personnel. Onassis let it be 
known that he was a force to be reck- 
oned with as his crew scooped up the 
seas into its greedy nets. 

What was shocking was that the ren- 
egades (like Onassis) were really no worse 
for the whales' fate than the members of 
the IWC. As Onassis took whales un- 
regulated, member countries violated 
quotas by as many as 5,000 whales each 
annually. All went unpunished! 


Olympic Challenger 


A humpback whale and calf near Maui 

sian and Japanese vessels. The alle- 
giance was a well-concocted, strategi- 
cally preemptive strike to counter any 
whaling restrictions. 

The Years Were 1972 and 
1973... Where Were You? 

In 1973, the United Nations placed a 
moratorium on the commercial harvest 
of whales. The resolution was passed 
onto the IWC for ratification, but they 
voted it down. Then, the US passed the 
Marine Mammal Protection Act, revised 
the Endangered Species Act and ratified 
the Fishermen's Protection Act. The UN 
Committee on the International Trade 
of Endangered Species pushed the IWC 
to reform its practices. The Marine 
Mammal Protection Act essentially 
eliminated the US from the whaling 
industry, and the Endangered Species 
Act revisions reinforced the message 
that the IWC's members would no 
longer be allowed to hunt whales in US 
coastal waters. Another big blow to the 
whaling industry was the Pelly Amend- 
ment of the Fishermen's Protection Act 
which allowed embargoes on fish and 
wildlife products for violations of inter- 
national agreements regulating those 
products. Essentially, the Pelly Amend- 
ment gave the US the sheriff's badge to 
watch over the IWC's member nations. 
Little did the US realize, the Pelly Amend- 
ment would need to be invoked nearly 
concurrently with its inception. 

That same year, Russian and Japa- 
nese whalers violated the IWC quota 
by over 3,000 whales each. The Ford 
administration threatened to use the 
embargo allowed by the Pelly Amend- 
ment, which would have cost the Japa- 


meeting, the IWC introduced its New 
Management Procedure plan, using 
new concepts for determining annual 
quotas such as sustainable yields, a 
scientific-based quota system, species- 
specific quotas and comprehensive 

1 management utilizing modern tech- 

2 nology Ultimately, the result of all 
| this jargon was the same old story — 
| violations continued. 

Under the New Management Proce- 
■ dure, the permit process for scientific 
takes went unscrutinized. Case in 
point: the 1976-77 season saw no lim- 
its in the Southern Hemisphere on 
Bryde's whales. The Japanese took 225 
of them "in the name of science." 

A t the 1946 meeting of the Inter- 
national Convention for the 
Regulation of Whaling (the par- 
ent of the IWC) a beautiful loophole 
was written that countries have used for 
decades to ensure any moratorium on 
whaling can never be fully implemented. 
Article VIII reads: 

"Notwithstanding anything contained 
in this Convention, any Contracting Gov- 
ernment may grant to any of its nations a 
special permit authorizing that national 
to kill, take and treat whales for purposes 
of scientific research... as the Contracting 
Government sees fit, and the killing, tak- 
ing and treating of whales in accordance 
with provisions of this article shall be 
exempt from... this Convention." 

As the '70s came to a close, the IWC 
roamed aimlessly from whale to whale, 
decimating a population, protecting it 
and finding a replacement. Between 
1977-1980 the Bryde's whale along with 
humpback, right, blue and gray whales 
were declared protected stocks, leaving 
the large seis and sperm whales to hunt. 

The Moratorium 

In the 1982 meeting of the IWC, a 10- 
year moratorium on commercial whal- 
ing was finally adopted. The conniving 
of the many whaling nations had gone 
unrewarded, and a new era of IWC 
operations had begun. The moratorium 
brought about a three-year phaseout 
program, the intention of which was to 
allow whaling countries enough time 
to slowly eliminate the industry with- 


Conspiracy of Management 

It should come as no surprise that 
under the management of the IWC 
more whales were being killed. In 1933, 
before the creation of the IWC, 30,000 
whales were taken annually; in 1962, 
under the management of the IWC, 
67,000 whales were taken. 

A nnual quotas were often re- 
garded as idealistic goals, not 
conservative approaches. The 
IWC represented the interests of the 
industry, and the commissioners 
showed their colors each year when 
they would come up with arbitrary 
quotas between drinks. Even with quo- 
tas, there was really no way to confirm 
the numbers of whales actually killed. 
When violations were reported, there 
was no system in place to levy punish- 
ment. Like an undisciplined child, 
whaling nations went forward and 
did what they wanted. 

Japan and Russia became the wicked 
stepsisters of the whaling industry. In 
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out crippling those who relied on it as a 
primary means of support. 

By 1986, most countries had con- 
ceded to the moratorium — except the 
Japanese and a few allies who did not 
slow the hunt at all. In the years be- 
tween '82 and '85, the Japanese were 
closely monitored because they failed 
to slow their catch. When threatened 
with the Pelly Amendment, they nego- 
tiated to take sperm whales in the North 
Pacific in lieu of minkes in the Antarc- 
tic. Conservationists lost a suit chal- 
lenging the Department of Commerce's 
role in that agreement which clearly 
violated the Marine Mammal Protec- 
tion Act and the Endangered Species 
Act. At the meetings of the IWC from 
'85 to '87, Japan, Korea and Iceland 
tried to argue for scientific permits to 
allow hunting to continue. In 1988, the 
pro- whaling arguments turned towards 
a new definition of "small-type coastal 
whaling. " The Japanese argued that they 
rely on the ocean as a source of protein 
(the same argument the aboriginal and 
native groups successfully lobby un- 
der). The US watchdogging of Japanese 
operations was labeled racist, and many 
Japanese felt that their cultural heritage 
was being stolen with the implementa- 
tion of the moratorium. 

In 1989, the attempt to appropriate 
native whaling rights for the Japanese 
was finally denied, and the Japanese 
had run out of straws to grasp. An era 
had essentially ended, and as Richard 
Ellis, author of Men and Whales, put it, 
"Commercial whaling in Japan ended 
some time in 1988, not with the roar of 
a final harpoon cannon, but with a sigh, 
not unlike the exhalation of a whale." 

Life Goes On and Pirates 
Find Employment 

For all intents and purposes, the 
whaling industry should have died 
once and for all in the '80s, however, 
not surprisingly, that didn't happen. 
Renegade vessels took to the water. 
Pirate whaling flourished on a scale 


that only Onassis himself could have 
competed with. The appetite for whale 
meat was very much alive, and there 
were enough vessels to fill the quota. 


who ripped on lines and nets and would 
not be taken without a fight. 

In 1820 and 1850, male black sperm 
whales rammed and sunk whale vessels 



The prohibition of commercial whal- 
ing does not really have any meaning; 
with little to no muscle to back up 
regulations, it was (and continues to 
be) a buyer's market. 

The effects of Norway, Iceland and 
other nations on whale populations has 
been widely reported, which is why this 
tale focused more on the inner work- 
ings of the IWC and its two wicked 
stepsisters. The history of the IWC is a 
foul and tricky one. This article is only 
a brush stroke when it comes to the 
history of this agency. It breezes over 
chunks of history and paraphrases whole 
ordeals. In the larger scheme of things, 
it is easy to see that the four whales the 
Makah will harvest are really not a huge 
threat. But, bearing history in mind, it is 
easy to see why people are hesitant to 
deal out any quotas. Since the IWC has 
been in existence, seven out of ten spe- 
cies of "great" whale have become com- 
mercially extinct. 

Many people pride Greenpeace's 
Rainbow Warrior, the Sea Shepherd 
and other groups for protecting the 
whale, for ramming the boats, for fight- 
ing in court, for taking pictures to raise 
awareness and compassion. However, 
I pay my deepest respect to the whales 


Workers in Kodiak Alaska pose with a right whale. 

after being pursued or having their 
cows chased. In 1896, a non-whaling 
steamboat accidentally traveled into a 
pod of whales, striking a cow. In 
response, the whales rammed the boat 
and came within one strike of sinking 
it. Most recently and most notably, in 
1978 a pirate vessel named the Tonna 
was heading home filled to the rim 
with 450 tons of whale meat when it 
spotted a fin whale. Although the 
vessel was filled to maximum capacity, 
the greedy captain could not help 
himself and began the pursuit. Upon 
being harpooned, the fin whale put 
up a fight. As the whale thrashed and 
resisted, the vessel rocked. It swayed 
so heavily that the deck's sides began 
to touch wave to wave, taking on 
water. In a critical mistake by the 
crew, the deck doors had been left 
open after the last kill, and sea water 
flooded the ship. In a last attempt to 
save its life, the fin dove deep and, 
with the Tonna still attached, carried 
itself and its hunter to a pelagic grave. 

Michelle Stewart is an ocean issues 
watchdog focusing on underwater noise 
pollution, oil exploration and other 
issues related to marine mammals and 
the oceanic environment. 
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The Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) is moving to decrease 
the cancerous chemicals and foul 
odors discharged from pulp and pa- 
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the industry to reduce its use of chlo- 
rine in the beaching process. 

The new regulations call on the 
industry to replace the use o f 
emental chlorine with chlorin 
oxide for bleaching, reducing di 
discharges into waterways by 96 per- , 
cent. Pulp mills will also be required 
to install new equipment over the 
next three years to cut the amount of 
othei chemicals released into the air, 
including sulfur, organic compounds 
and fine dust. Sulfur emissions, w 
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will have to be cut in hair. 

Many environmentalists say the 
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by Kirk James Murphy, M.D. 

On June 1, 1997, dozens of peaceful citizens 
engaging in nonviolent civil disobedience were the 
targets of chemical warfare waged by the Eugene 
Police Department. As a medical doctor and mem- 
ber of Physicians for Social Responsibility, I believe 
the June 1 attack in Eugene was a human rights 
crime: the use of munitions by law enforcement 
against nonviolent and unarmed ci- 
vilians. This outrageous and danger- 
ous abuse of power is not restricted to 
the Eugene police, however. As activ- 
ists defending the redwoods of Head- 
waters forest in northern California 
recently found out, chemical agents 
(i.e. pepper-mace) are quickly becom- 
ing the weapon of choice to suppress 
nonviolent political activity. 

Although it is surprising that our 
government would use chemical war- 
fare against activists engaged in civil 
disobedience, it is nonetheless a real- 
ity for which we must prepare. 

So what's a forest defender to do? A 
few focused medical approaches may 
be helpful. First, a few facts on chemi- 
cal weapons. The nasty brews used 
against activists in the past fall into 
two categories: tear agents and pep- 
per spray. Tear agents are synthetic 
compounds which, when provoked, 
produce gases that cause painful 
chemical reactions on the skin and 
the moist surfaces of the body or 
mucous membranes. Pepper sprays 
contain synthetic or crude natural 
extracts of oleoresin capsicum (OC), 
the compound which makes pepper 
hot. Pepper spray causes pain when 
'OC touches certain chemical recep- 
tors in the skin, the same ones that 
burn your mouth when you eat spicy 
food. OC interacts directly with pain 
receptor nerves to release "Substance 
P," creatively named for pain. Al- 
though pepper spray and tear gas are often used 
together, the differences between the two chemical 
agents requires slightly different treatments. 

The most commonly used forms of tear gas are CN 
(used in personal mace sprays) and CS (used by the 
police and military). Tear gas is a generic name for 
several chemicals that combine to damage tissue by 
creating acid molecules on exposed skin. The speed 
of acid creation is determined by the moisture of the 
skin. You can, however, protect yourself against the 
painful effects of tear gas in three ways: barriers, 
chemicals and cleaning. 

Both of these forms of chemical warfare have their 
most powerful effect on the eyes, mouth, nose and 
breathing passages. Pepper spray has such a toxic 
effect on breathing passages that one in 600 people 
sprayed will die — usually of respiratory failure. Pro- 
tection starts with the use of a barrier. 

The best possible protection against chemical 
weapons would be an exposure suit with a con- 
tained breathing apparatus. While exposure suits 
are expensive and wildly impractical, regular mili- 
tary surplus gas masks with eye protection will 
give you more time before the chemicals take 
effect. Gas masks without eye protection are less 
useful — these may be combined with swim masks 
or goggles for makeshift eye protection. Both tear 
gas and pepper spray contain oily solvents which 
will slowly dissolve rubber and plastic, so don't 
buy expensive swim masks as they probably won't 
hold up any better. Cheap, well-fitting goggles 
may be best. Make sure to take out contact lenses! 
The lenses trap irritating gases and compounds 
underneath them and actually increase the 
amount of damage and irritation. 

The inability of oil and water to mix acts as a barrier 
against chemical agents. Oils are "nonpolar;" water is 
"polar." Anyone with grease on their laundry knows 


the two will stay in their own worlds without deter- 
gents. Detergents are versatile — one side can be polar 
and dissolve in water, while the other side is nonpo- 
lar and dissolves in oil. This chemistry allows grease 
to be dissolved off fabric. In order for the oily, 
"nonpolar" substances in pepper spray and tear gas 
to irritate the nerves in our skin, they must first be 
dissolved. Keeping the surface of the skin "polar" will 
prevent or slow the onslaught of pain. 


The first step before an action is to avoid contact- 
ing any detergents. Don't use sprays or towelettes 
the day of an action, and wash the clothes you'll be 
wearing with washing soap ( not detergent !) for sev- 
eral washes beforehand. Avoid newly purchased 
clothes, as most have substantial detergent residue. 
If you wash your hair on the day of an action, rinse 
shampoo (contains detergent) thoroughly, then 
rinse again. 

The second step is to thoroughly wash your body 
with soap. The wash is important because skin 
"duff" (inhabited by tiny mites), oils and other 
detritus act as nonpolar reservoirs for those pesky 
chemical weapons. Be sure to scrub off any veg- 
etable or mineral oils or plain old grease. 

The third step is to build an invisible blockade. 
For lab dwellers, an extremely weak solution of the 
common laboratory chemical urea (no, it isn't 
made from urine any more) and water applied to 
the skin will help create such a barrier, although it 
may cause skin irritation after many hours. Adjust 
the pH to about 8.0 with nontoxic buffers. Experi- 
ment to check your tolerance levels for long expo- 
sure before just slathering on urea and locking 
down. Any chemical in high concentration will 
irritate skin. A less harsh way to create an invisible 
barrier is to use a very strong soap (Kirk's Castille 
Soap works great) after washing out shampoo on 
the day of an action — and not rinsing the soap off. 
Thus prepared, a forest defender will be literally 
itching for action. 

Other tools applied to the skin can directly op- 
pose the action of chemical weapons, giving active 
protection in addition to barriers. Without active 
protection, the large amounts of chemicals used 
against protesters will slowly diffuse through even 
thick, passive barriers like s^ap crud. Active protec- 
tion agents work because tear gases require an acid 


(vinegar-like) environment on the skin to change 
into nasty chemicals. If the surface of the skin is 
basic (the opposite of acidic), CS tear gas will be 
chemically decomposed and CN tear gas will be 
delayed or less effective. So, if your skin isn't itchy 
enough from leaving the soap on, a subsequent rub 
down with a paste of baking soda (dissolved in five 
to ten times as much water) will add powerful 
additional protection. Just add perspiration and, 
voila, instant action. 

Since pepper spray and tear gas are usually used 
together, an additional step will help protect 
against pepper spray: Use of a compound with 
capsicum (OC) can actually block the skin pain 
from pepper spray. How? Well, the body has a 
limited amount of chemicals which respond to 
OC. Over-the-counter creams available for arthri- 
tis have OC or similar agents in them. When used 
as directed, these agents fight pain by exhausting 
the supply of body chemicals used to create pain 
in response to OC or pepper spray. The creams I've 
seen are all oil-based: For best results they should 
be used repeatedly in the days leading up to an 
action and used only before showering on the day 
of an action. Oil-based creams speed up the action 
of the "polar" nasty chemicals in OC pepper spray 
and tear gas. If you can't shower or wash in some 
way after using such a cream, don't use it within 
24 hours of an action, or you may have greater 
pain. If you find a "water-based" gel (the best 
choice) or other form of capsicum cream without 
oils, it could be left on the skin. 

Additional protection is available from commer- 
cial products like Bioshield in the US. Bioshield 
promises specific relief from tear gas and pepper 
spray and is marketed to police types but sold to the 
public. It is available from the Altec Company, 201 
Rickenbacker Circle, Livermore, California 94550; 
(510) 606-8245; fax 606-4279. The least expensive 
form is $29 for 10 ounces. Also, the skin protection 
cream "Taktosan" is marketed for use against a 
variety of irritating chemicals. 

If the police or Freddies aren't torturing you after 
chemical warfare, the best relief will come from 
washing your eyes with a solution of baking soda. 
The Arm & Hammer baking soda in the yellow box 
in the baking section will do fine. No more than one 
part baking soda to 20 parts water for the eyes. On 
the body, use baking soda solution (better) or plain 
water (easier) initially, follow with soap and rub 
vigorously; only then follow with dish detergent. 
Expect lots of bubbles! Be sure to use dish soap with 
detergent for desired results. 

Activists should be aware that both pepper spray 
and tear gas are delivered through "inert" chemicals 
which are largely petrochemicals. These chemicals 
can cause cancer and birth defects. Additional re- 
search demonstrates that the active agent in CS gas 
can cause mutations and has the capacity to cause 
cancerous changes in cells. In addition, clouds of CS 
gas are accompanied by the production of large 
amounts of carbon monoxide, smaller amounts of 
hydrogen and cyanide gas (all poisonous), as well as 
lesser amounts of toluene and xylem. The latter two 
chemicals are heavily regulated carcinogens that 
usually require Environmental Protection Agency 
permits for release. 

For these reasons, chemical warfare is dangerous 
to all living beings, particularly infants, the elderly 
and the chronically ill. Pregnant women should 
absolutely avoid pepper spray and tear gas — espe- 
cially in the first three months of pregnancy. 

As with pain compliance holds, the final prescrip- 
tion for chemical warfare is to resist by every non- 
violent means possible. Consider using interna- 
tional embarrassment. Applying for human rights 
protection from Beijing or filing complaints at the 
United Nations or World Court can make good 
political theater. At home, document, video, take 
victim and witness statements, file litigation and 
launch recall petitions to protest the use of chemical 
warfare against nonviolent citizens. As our power 
grows, so will the attacks against us, so remember to 
take a gas mask to basecamp! 


WHO SHOULD HOT BE SPRAYED 
WITH PEPPER SPRAY? 


People with: 


Asthma 


Epilepsy pregnant 



Gastrointestinal 

Conditions 


Taking 

Prescription 

Medicine 

Various 

Physical 

Disabilities 

Sickle Cell 
Anemia Trait 


Women 


Under the 
Influence 
of Drugs 

Psychiatric 

Conditions 


Heart 

Conditions 

Eye 

Conditions 


Lung 

Conditions 


Youth 


WHO SHOUIH BE SPRAYED WITH 
PEPPER SPRAY?.... JV0 OMt. 
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Headwaters Pepper Mace Fallout 


by Anne Arkee 

On October 30, nine plaintiffs and 
their attorney appeared in a San Fran- 
cisco federal court to argue for a tempo- 
rary restraining order against Humboldt 
County's use of pepper spray on non- 
violent activists. At a pre-hearing press 
conference, they showed the media 
police video footage of actions where 
chemical agents were used on protest- 
ers. That evening, national TV and 
radio news programs broadcast the 
harrowing footage around the coun- 
try. The next morning, the front pages 
of most of the West Coast newspapers 
featured a photo of one of our pepper- 
swabbed comrades. 

Headwaters activists have been pep- 
per sprayed several times since Red- 
wood Summer (remember the 1995 
post-Rendezvous action?) but never 
in such a premeditated manner. Dur- 


the flyer this past summer at local 
colleges and turned it in to the police 
as a phony. Citing this classic 
COINTELPRO-style document as our 
work, Riggs tried to detract attention 
from the dirty Headwaters deal he 
helped engineer and discredit our 
claims of police abuse. He said that we 
support the Unabomber and property 
damage, and he spread numerous false 
messages from the flyer. Infamous EF! 
"infiltrator"/wise use private investi- 
gator, Barry Clausen even got involved 
in the shenanigans, but his press re- 
lease was disregarded by the media. 

With each passing day, Riggs grasped 
at a new reality, sending news releases 
to media outlets around the country 
detailing events that never happened. 
He held a press conference in his Eu- 
reka office, introducing "the real vic- 
tims of the incident" — his office secre- 
taries, who tearfully recounted the 


into radio and TV interviews with him. 

What started as a public relations 
move by Riggs resulted in dozens of 
critical editorials and letters of shame 
from his constituency. Geraldo Rivera 
turned to the camera one night and 
dramatically chided, "Eureka, Cali- 
fornia, be ashamed." In mid-Novem- 
ber, mainstream, suit-and-tie EF! sup- 
porters held a rally and press confer- 
ence at Riggs' Napa, California office 
where they called for the 
congressman's resignation. In classic 
foot-in-the-mouth character, Riggs 
continued his slander campaign. 

Riggs appeared on Good Morning 
America vigilantly defending the swab- 
bing tactic, blathering about the fake 
flyer and the Unabomber as he waved 
around a Q-tip, insisting, "This is not a 
lethal weapon!" In late November, Riggs 
demanded the state legislature "get 
busy" and ban lockboxes as imple- 


press release, calling on Earth First! to 
"reveal the identity of the masked 
intruder" who delivered the stump 
and sawdust to the action at his office 
and then "cravenly slunk away before 
the police and news media arrived." 

Local timber interests and police 
supporters (who seem to be the same 
crowd) have responded to the weeks 
of bad publicity by taking their own 
public-relations swing at us. A 30- 
second, local TV commercial spon- 
sored by a coalition of conservative 
business people featured an out of 
context video clip from the action at 
Frank Riggs' office and ended with the 
question: "Are you next?" When the 
phrase "torture is good for business" 
was spray painted on the front of the 
ad agency's office, they immediately 
called a press conference and blamed 
Earth First! for the vandalism. 

Someone described the media ex- 


ing three separate Headwaters actions c 
this summer, Humboldt County t 
sheriff's deputies and Eureka police \ 
officers tried to force activists to unclip t 
from lockboxes by swabbing liquefied c 

pepper spray on their eyelids and, in 
some cases, their eyeballs. In the Eu- \ 
reka office of Frank Riggs, our local \ 
pro-industry Republican Congress- i 
man, as well as backwoods on a bull- 
dozer, activists were sprayed in the 
face after first being swabbed. In the 
headquarters of the Pacific Lumber 
Company, activists withstood 
the agonizing pepper spray- 
ing and were eventually 


chain of events, claiming they had 
thought a bomb had gone off 
when the stump was deliv- v v° S v V, 
ered by masked men 


dressed in black. 

Luckily, our 
videographer, 
who was 
in the 




cut out of their _ 

lockboxes with 
metal grinders. 

The pepper spray y cj Xly ^ 

controversy has stimu- wo 

lated a timely debate on 
the right to protest in a Nr* A \ 
"free society." This tough \ L&Ljlk 
question has created a booby 
trap for Riggs, an ex-cop and the 
highest timber money recipient in & ^ 
Congress, insuring his departure from 
public office next time around. In his y 
aggressive attempt to avert public 
sympathy for Earth First!, Riggs even 
denied that using pepper spray at 
close range and on juveniles is a hu- off 
man-rights issue. While Riggs accused t 1 
us of eco-terrorism, sabotage, vandal- m c 
ism and every other branding typi- an< 
cally reserved for those who really for 
piss off the corporate bootlickers, we riv 
used our perfect record of nonvio- the 
lence to debunk his rhetoric. We're she 
trusting, perhaps too much, that sen- tar 
sible people will seek out the truth. on 

"These are not nonviolent protest- gre 
ers, they are wanton lawbreakers..." off 
he blurted in a message to Congress she 
the day after police footage of the hei 
pepper spray incidents hit national ser 
news. He claimed that "Sixty protest- wa 
ers stormed my office. They threat- age 
ened, they actually accosted and as- ute 
saulted my two employees working in oni 
the office at the time... they then ute 
trashed and vandalized my office, the 
throwing bark and sawdust six-inches V 

deep on office equipment," leaving sue 
four young women, one of whom was we‘ 
a juvenile and "should have been in We 
school," locked around a stump. ow 

The next day Riggs put out a press Rig 
release circulating a fake inflamma- fori 
tory Earth First! flyer the Eureka police exp 
chief gave him. EFlers originally found ing 
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ments used in the commission of a 
crime (resisting arrest). Riggs said he 
"specifically intended to force more 
. aggressive action on the part of law 
enforcement." He proposed that 
\ an "Anti-Linking Arms Device" 
ajrcX law be treated as a legislative 
priority, necessary to "en- 
sure the safety of the pro- 
testers, the law enforce- 
ment officials and 
the public." 

In f me 

i PV&/& ^ week, Riggs 

issued an - 
A. other 




m 


plosion as a giant magnifying glass 
that stopped above us for a moment 
and moved on. We had that moment 
to show the world what is happening 
"behind the redwood curtain." Mak- 
ing use of that moment is an art, and 
it pays to be prepared for backlash, 
especially when it comes to exposing 
corruption. It's these media moments, 
like Tienanmen Square and the 
Rodney King beating, that illuminate 
the brutality of capitalism and mili- 
tary repression, provoking the unpre- 
dictable whim of society's sympathies 
which accumulate over time and in- 
cite change. 
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GANDALF 

b. cont.. 






office 

that 1 

morning Vv** iff/M. 

and left be- 
fore police ar- 
rived, captured 
the initial events, 
showing one secre- 
tary calmly narrating events 

on the phone, while the other ag- 
gressively chased activists around the 
office, locked the front door and 
shouted, "Nobody's getting out of 
here!" In a last ditch attempt to pre- 
serve his lies, Riggs claimed that there 
was 20 minutes missing from our foot- 
age. But the cops arrived within min- 
utes of the lockdown (the station is 
only five blocks away), and four min- 
utes later, their Q-tips were wet with 
the noxious pepper solution. 

We realized that to get the forest is- 
sues beyond Riggs' sly media blockade, 
we'd have to play some of his games. 
We came up with sound bites of our 
own, "The real terrorism is what Frank 
Riggs is helping Maxxam do to the 
forest; that's why we locked down." We 
expended great time and energy refut- 
ing Riggs' lies and shouldering our way 
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continued from page 1 
career as a Major-General in the British 
Army, made him unfit to hear the case. "It's no 
coincidence that Portsmouth was chosen [for the 
trial], "said one defendant. "It's a highly conservative 
military-dependent area with the second highest con- 
viction rate in the country." What's more, five of the jurors 
had military or arms trade connections. 

All three of the editors are appealing their convictions, and two 
AjA others are awaiting their trials. ALF press officer Robin Webb and 
/ ALFSG editor Simon Russell were both brought to trial and acquitted, 
though Webb's acquittal is under appeal by the Crown prosecutor. Another 
GA defendant, Paul Rogers, had his case postponed due to a witness dispute, but 
it will be resumed next year. 

The justice meted out in the trial is dubious. Using "Public Interest Immunity" 
as a smoke screen for the activities of the British security services, the judge and 
prosecution withheld many documents from the defense and the jury. 

The GA journalists committed their "crimes" by reporting on ALF activity in 
New Zealand, England, Australia, Germany and Finland. The verdict can be 
seen as nothing less than an attempt to stifle the voice of dissent and still the 
physical attempts of those fighting the injustices against the planet. If we're 
censored today, tomorrow we'll be told what we can and cannot read. Unless 
we're fearless in our reporting and relentless in our support of the GANDALF 
sacrificial lambs, who knows whom will be persecuted next. 

The GANDALF verdict must rouse us to organize, to let every tyrannical 
state know that with each attempt at suppression they only fan the flames. 
Their flimsy cover is blown when they condemn journalists for reporting on 
direct action but support government violence. They can shut down a 
publication, but they can never smother the struggle for justice, green or 
otherwise. As Molly Ivins said, "Freedom fighters don't always win, but 
they're always right." 

The GANDALF Defendants Campaign can be contacted at POB 66, Stevenage, 
SGI 2TR, United Kingdom. Write to the prisoners individually at HMP Win- 
chester, Romsey Road, Winchester S022 5DS. Always include prisoner numbers: 
Saxon Burchall-WoodCK4321, Noel MollandCK4322, Stephen Booth CK4323. 
Check for updates on the SchNEWS news service website at www.cbuzz.co.uk/ 
SchNEWS or in future issues of the Earth First! Journal. 
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nance Campaign" and something 
about a "quantum leap towards 
globalizing our struggle." In the 
following Mabon issue, the pe- 
riod covered by the campaign, 
the words "End Corporate Domi- 
nance," (much less the concept) 
do not seem to appear. Then, in 
the Samhain issue (the place one 
might expect to find some follow 
up) we find only a small notice 
on page 27 telling us "We didn't 
exactly bring corporate culture 
to its knees in October." Well, 
what exactly did we do in Octo- 
ber? Here in Western Massachu- 
setts we got in Monsanto's face, 
raised some awareness and a little 
hell, but who would know? 

— Oak 

Oak: 

The center tabloid this issue cov- 
ers the End Corporate Dominance 
topic extensively. 

—LP 

To the EF! Journal editorial staff, 

I would like to suggest deleting 
the Irish Gaelic pagan nature 
holidays from the cover of the 
EF! Journal. 

In the mid 1980's, when I was 
organizing in the Northeast, there 
was then a brief surge of neo- 
pagans, witches, druids, etc. who 
joined EF! efforts and subscribed 
to the paper. Around 1989, John 
t Davis asked me bluntly, "Don't 
you think you've gotten every- 
thing you're going to get from 
the neo-pagans?" He was right! I 
had gone to every pagan gather- 
ing in '86 as the only EF!er most 
(all?) of them had ever seen, with 
my boxes of complimentary Jour- 
nals. That was eleven years ago. 
In 1997, 1 do not believe that the 
EF! movement or Journal has any 
reason to feel that it is married to 
neo-paganism. (Aside from 
Northern California, most neo- 
pagans, wiccans, druids, etc. are 


not Earth Firstlers, either here or 
in the "Celtic Isles." That's just 
the way it is.) 

I otherwise enjoyed the mon- 
keywrenching witch on the back 
of the current issue... apropos for 
the Halloween season. 

However, Earth First! is not 
wedded to neo-paganism. Why 
have "Samhain" on the cover?? 
This is irrelevant to the Interna- 
tional Directory (except Celtic 
Isles) by the way. I think it may 
have made some sense ten years 
ago, but not now. 

Thank you very much, 

— Craig Stehr 

Dear EF!J: 

Here is an art thing. Use it or not. 
Also I'd like to support the EF!J 
because I think you have an excel- . 
lent forum. Couple of comments: 
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"Problem w / Consensus," pg. 
24, 2nd column, "Public land 
does not belong to activists any 
more than it belongs to the tim- 
ber industry. " I beg to differ! Activ- 
ists are public — Timber is private, 
Fucking @ duh! 

Also that one guy who wrote in 
and said that "private property is 
the basis of freedom — yours in- 
cluded!" probably also believes 
that he who dies with the most 
toys wins — personally, I think 
private ownership is a big prob- 
lem in our society. 

Thanx, 

— Julie Generic 

Dear SFB; 

Re: the otherwise excellent 
Cove/Mallard article in Samhain, 
'97 EF!J. One statement I found 
rather disconcerting: "Laugh if 
you wish, but the Rainbows were 
here; EFiers were not." There is a 
lot more to EF! than the people 
we see at the Rendezvous and 
hear from in the Journal. Please 
exercise caution: There is a lot 
more to the Rainbow Nation than 
aging letches and blissed-out 
bonus-babies. Arbitrary imposi- 
tion — even if only in writing or 
speaking — of sociocultural 
boundaries has the same effect 
on human interaction that the 
arbitrary imposition of political 
boundaries has upon biotic com- 
munities. Another example of 
how the "us vs. them" mentality 
still permeates our thinking. 
Many people in the Rainbow 
Nation are Earth First!; many 
EF!ers are Rainbow Nation. 

Sincerely, 

— The Radical Weatherman 
Dear EF! 

Michael Donnelly's review of 
Ron Arnold's book Ecoterror: The 
Violent Agenda to Save Nature was 
incredibly naive and offensive in 
many ways. Does he realize who 
Ron Arnold is and what he has 
done? Ron Arnold is the founder 


and primary theoretician of the 
modern anti-environmental 
movement in North America, the 
"Wise Use" movement. He is also 
executive director of the Centre 
for the Defense of Free Enter- 
prise. The purpose of the Wise 
Use movement is to destroy the 
environmental movement and 
environmental regulations to free 
up corporations from any restric- 
tions on maximizing profits. 
They do this by creating "citi- 
zens" corporate front groups, set- 
ting up public relations firms, by 
violence and intimidation 
against activists, and by trying to 
marginalize the entire environ- 
mental movement as extremist 
and violent, laying us open to 
repression by the police and cor- 
porate thugs. 

If Donnelly really did have an 


understanding of the Wise Use 
movement, he wouldn't be fool- 
ish enough to proclaim that Ron 
Arnold does a "much better" job 
of explaining Earth First! history 
and philosophical underpinnings 
than environmentalists such as 
Christopher Manes (author of 
Green Rage), Dave Foreman ( Con- 
fessions of an Eco-Warrior), Rik 
Scarce ( Ecowarriors ), and Susan 
Zakin ( Coyotes and Town Dogs). 
What the hell is with his com- 
ment that "Arnold's 'History' 
chapter is a must read, as is the 
excellent chapter titled ‘Reasons' 
which examines the motivations 
of environmentalists and the 
philosophical bases of deep ecol- 
ogy." !?! And the comment "This 
book is highly intelligent and 
well-written"? 

Donnelly seems to have such a 
narrow-minded grudge against 
many of the original Earth Firstlers 
that he is willing to praise North 
America's most violently anti-en- 
vironmental corporate defender 
for his analysis on Earth First! 
philosophy and politics. Christo- 
pher Manes, Dave Foreman, Wild 
Earth, and those involved since 
the inception of Earth First! have 
done a hell of a lot for the envi- 
ronment, certainly more than Ron 
Arnold. Yes, we do have to know 
our opposition by reading their 
books but no, we should not be 
praising them for their political 
and historical analysis. I've read 
Ron Arnold's book, and it is pre- 
cisely designed to maintain just 
enough factual accuracy, along 
with reams of half-truths, misin- 
formation, and distorted analy- 
ses, to make it seem like a legiti- 
mate expose of "environmental 
terrorism." This will further 
marginalize our movement. 

Oh yeah, and praising the anti- 
•environmental IWA forestry 
union for blockading the Green- 
peace ship in Vancouver that just 
returned from defending B.C.'s 
rainforest in the July-August issue 


("Wolves and Poodles") is a bla- 
tantly anti-environmental stance, 
especially by a journal editor. 

What the hell is with the EF! 
Journal these past issues?! Have 
you been infiltrated by Wise Use? 
Come on, get your act together. 
For those who want to learn about 
the anti-environmental move- 
ment, I suggest they read Andrew 
Rowell's new book, Green Back- 
lash: The global subversion of the 
environmental movement. 

—Ken W. 

Vancouver, BC 

Donnelly responds: 

The "environmental movement" 
is marginalized by many factors; 
mostly self-inflicted. When it comes 
to the real causes of "subversion of 
the environmental movement, "Ron 
Arnold and the "Wise Users" are 


but a far-off blip on the radar screen. 

The most effective tool of the cor- 
porate raiders has been the use of 
corporate foundation moneys to sup- 
plant real eco-Activism with Earth 
Day "blame-is-everywhere-and-no- 
where" New Age mush, at best; and, 
at worst, with support for decidedly 
anti-environmental initiatives, such 
as the Clinton (de)Forest Plan, 
NAFTA and pollution tax credits 
(cancer bonds) — all emanating from 
the Big Greens who feast at the foun- 
dation trough. These real "corporate 
front groups" have done far more 
damage than any Ron Arnold wet 
dream. Ron Arnold has done our 
movement a favor by exposing the 
BigGreen ties to Big Oil foundations. 

Any disputes I may have with 
former EF.'ers is based on content. 
When Dave Foreman stoops to 
write an unintelligible attack on 
the Zero Cut movement as he did 
two years ago in these pages, I will 
strongly disagree. And I do admit 
that I find grand "re-wilding" 
schemes to be diversionary (though 
well-funded) nonsense as long as 
existing wild lands are still going 
down at unprecedented rates. I only 
wish that Dave and the army of 
former EF.'ers now employed pro- 
ducing grant-driven papers on re- 
wilding and restoration were still 
spending their energies on defend- 
ing existing wild lands as they so 
admirably did in the past. 

— Michael Donnelly 

P.S. The "Wise Use" movement is 
dead. The Big Greens, their Big Oil 
financiers and the Clinton regime 
unfortunately are not. 

This is an article that I've 
wanted to write for a long time 
now in response to the growing 
impotency of the north amerikan 
environmental movement and 
the watered-down, sanitized 90's 
version of "Earth First!" that re- 
cruits among the young and im- 
pressionable, misleading them 
with all types of bad advice on 
the revolutionary struggle. The 
"new" Earth First! is to the envi- 
ronmental movement what 
grunge is to punk: a cheap imita- 
tion of the real thing, but it still 
draws in OSPIRG... This has al- 
lowed some of the older "Field 
Marshalls" to replenish their 
troops but it hasn't led to any 
real revolutionary activity in the 
US, just more CD spectacles and 
empty gestures of disapproval... 
These older, "more experienced" 
organizers seem to think that 
shouting "Earth First!" in front 
of the media puts them on the 
cutting-edge of "radicalism, " for- 
getting that the mere USE of the 
phrase "Earth First!" does NOT 
make an action, a demo, or most 
types of civil disobedience "radi- 
cal" (neither does the use of the 
circle A for that matter)... A lib- 
eral, ineffectual action is STILL a 
liberal, ineffectual action if the 
words "Earth First!" are spray 
painted on a white sheet or sign 
and held by demonstrators. Most 
"demonstrations" are hollow, 
disempowering charades any- 
way, tolerated and sanctioned by 
the State as a form of social con- 
trol, an irritating but harmless 
and non-threatening emotional 
outlet for would-be reformers, 
reinforcing the illusion that we 


all live in a "democracy" and 
have a "voice" when all we're 
doing is screaming into the void, 
unseen by the public and laughed 
at by our enemies. 

It is EUROPEAN groups like 
the ALF, The Earth Liberation 
Front, the Dongas Tribe, and the 
UK Earth First! who are putting 
the ideas of Deep Ecology into 
practice in daring and exciting 
ways and who have set the stan- 
dard for militant resistance to 
ecocide; in amerika, it's easier to 
view "Earth First!" in the past 
tense, like the IWW and the Black 
Panther Party, as a movement to 
be studied but not necessarily 
emulated (this is what makes the 
"merger" of EF! and the IWW so 
symbolic, symbolic of weakness.) 

Let's remember EF! fondly for 
what it was, a vehicle that helped 
get us where we are today but 
which has too many miles on its 
engine and needs to be traded in. 

I for one was never fully satisfied 
with Earth First! and have no 
attachment to the name or the 
social scene whatsoever... We're 
ALL freer without it!!! 

Long live the Earth First! Jour- 
nal. Long live Ecodefense (may it 
get the widest distribution pos- 
sible and may it never go out of 
print)! Death to all slogans and 
stagnant institutions that hold 
us in our place! Earth First! 's 
liberal, letter-writing politics and 
rigid conformist rules of con- 
duct and behavior (especially 
nonviolence training ad nau- 
seam) are stifling creativity and 
growth... Autonomy is power 
and independent thought is our 
greatest strength. Quit letting 
simplistic bumperstickers and 
the "gospel" according to Judi 
Bari and the other EF! gurus do 
your thinking for you; stop re- 
enacting all the stupid redneck 
traditions (like beer drinking) at 
every Rendezvous, and stop re- 
citing the official party line 
(REAL Earth Firsters! think this...) 
like a bunch of clones. Ideologi- 
cal and behavioral conformity 
within Earth First! is worse than 
among Deadheads! 

There is no shame in admit- 
ting when a once strong social 
movement has reached a tactical 
impasse... Ifwedeny Earth Firstl's 
weaknesses out of pride or over- 
identification with an "image," 
then we do the earth a disservice 
and make ourselves easy targets 
for the Police State. Dave Fore- 
man wrote in the very first edi- 
tion of Ecodefense (an otherwise 
EXCELLENT book) that "Mon- 
keywrenching is not Revolution- 
ary. Monkeywrenchers do not 
attempt to overthrow any social, 
political or economic system. 
Monkeywrenching is merely 
non-violent self-defense of the 
wild. It is aimed at keeping In- 
dustrial Civilization out of natu- 
ral areas and causing industry's 
retreat from the wild. It is not 
major Industrial sabotage. Explo- 
sives, firearms, and other dan- 
gerous tools are usually avoided; 
they invite greater scrutiny from 
law enforcement agencies, repres- 
sion, and loss of public support. " 

Well Dave, I hate to break the 
news to you but State Repression 
is here and has been for centuries, 





and some of us ARE attempting to 
overthrow the united states gov- 
ernment (or at least seriously un- 
dermine it). Our government (like 
all governments) exists to protect 
the business interests of the rul- 
ing class and industry, and will 
cause "industry to retreat from 
areas that should be wild''... The 
war on Nature isn't occurring in a 
vacuum, and can't be effectively 
countered through "single issue" 
politics. The Mass Destruction that 
our generation is witnessing can't 
be separated from historical pro- 
cesses that began thousands of 
years ago, nor can its causes be 
isolated from social systems like 
CAPITALISM as if there is no con- 
nection! It is a complex multiplic- 
ity of factors, all closely interwo- 
ven, that fuel and propel forward 
the insane Capitalist Death Ma- 
chine. Monkeywrenching HAS to 
become revolutionary if its to be 
an effective tool in combatting 
this disease, but for that to hap- 
pen we need to become revolu- 
tionary ourselves, in our thinking 
and in our strategizing. Earth First! 
is not a revolutionary movement, 
and at best can only slow down 
the destruction while revolution- 
ary consciousness is spread among 
the victims of the Death Culture 
and the underground fighting 
forces are organized. For the 
EARTH and all her children, 
REVOLUTION NOW!!!!!! 

— Malik Godwin 

The following is a compilation of 
the best lines from our favorite hate 
mail submitted this issue. It was 
not submitted as a single letter. 

—LP 


You EcoNazi's are really the ones 
responsible for environmental 
destruction, i have many ex- 
amples to back up this statement. 
Now it turns out the Sun, and not 
CFS's, cause "global warming." I 
could have saved all those scien- 
tists the money and told them the 
sun is responsible for this in the 
first place. Why don't you nuts 
try to do something productive, 
like stopping the murder of un- 
born babies? If 1 ran up to a bald 
eagles or a spotted owl's nest, 
ripped out it's eggs, and jumped 
on them, you dopes would go 
ballistic. But murder a baby by 
abortion, you wouldn't bat an 
eyelash. I know that if I saw one of 
you stump humpers out in the 
woods I would have to shoot out 
your knees and let you die. 

Thank God for environmental 
whackos like you! Thanks to one 
of your operatives I can finally 
put a face on the toilet paper, 
milled from old-growth forest, I 
use to wipe my ass! I wish she had 
broken into my office to protest; 
she'd wish I'd used pepper spray 
on her. I think the law enforce- 
ment officers in question were 
easy on her and her friends. I 
wish I could have been one of 
them. You Liberal, gay, lesbian, 
tree hugger's got what you de- 
served. Next time I hope the po- 
lice pisses in your eyes... 

Now if you'll excuse me, my 
fried Atwater prairie chicken is 
getting cold. 

Save the earth... KILL YOUR- 
SELVES 

[compiled from letters by] 

— Sean (seanrh@efn.org), 
Fred Morales (oocihtx@domi.net), 
"bill werth" (brtw@flash.net), 
Donna Heieren (orofino6@lcsc.edu), 
J.T. Otjr@usa.net) 

I just learned of what happened 
at a sit-in last week in Humboldt. 

Protesters locked arms in the 


lock boxes they've used for many 
years. Instead of cutting the bolts 
that bound them, sheriffs forced 
the eyes of seven people, includ- 
ing 2 teenage girls, and put pep- 
per spray in them with q-tips. 1 
have to admit that I was moved to 
tears by the story of an eyewitness 
to the screams. I tried to imagine 
the scene, and to put myself in 
the same position, since I agree 
with their views, that the logging 
must stop. I can't imagine what 
those men in uniforms must have 
been thinking or feeling. How did 
they justify it to themselves, to 
look into a 16-year-old girl's eyes 
as they smeared a habanero pep- 
per into it. I once made the mis- 
take of cooking a habanero pep- 
per in my very small house one 
night last year. We had to leave 
for at least an hour, the fumes 
were so painful . I don't know what 
would become of me if someone 
did that to me. 

I want to thank you for your 
courage, for realizing what is truly 
involved — people's lives — all of 
life on the planet. You've proven 
again and again that you will 
make that sacrifice, the one that 
will eventually be necessary. And 
I have faith that it will not be 
forgotten. Your movement is and 
must be a light, brighter than 
any of the lies they feed to their 
people and shining through the 
ignorance that keeps them from 
understanding the harm they do, 
to others and to themselves. 

I hope that people hear about 
this, and that it makes them 
realize that their life depends 
upon all of life. 1 hope they hear 
and realize that there is a power 
greater than any of us, no mat- 
ter what kind of weapon one 
may possess. 

I wish you all the best... 

— Rhudras@aol.com 

It seems to me that you have 
your priorities mixed up. Trees 
grow back, why don't you focus 
on land development in farming 
areas. Look at the Willamette Val- 
ley for instance — it is some of the 
most fertile ground there is and 
all they want to do is cover it up 
with buildings. If we keep this up 
you won't have to worry about 
trees because there won't be 
enough food to live on and it 
won't matter. Believe it or not 
America's farmers feed the world 
and there are fewer and fewer 
everyday. And another point: if 
you really care about the earth 
you would look to the cities where 
the real pollution is being cre- 
ated, look at Portland every time 
it rains hard, which is very often, 
you will see on the news stay out 
of the rivers because of a raw sew- 
age spill. Look at the Columbia 
and Willamette rivers; they are 
getting more polluted everyday 
and that is not from trees being 
logged; it is from corp. industrial 
waste. So you can talk all you 
want about saving the earth but 
until you do something about 
these problems your working in 
vain. And you also need to realize 
that corporate america controls 
this country, and they are not 
going to stop until they are made 
to legally. You can't fight them 
with terrorism. It makes your or- 
ganization look bad. And that will 
put the public against you. 

thank you and have a nice day 
— REMS 1 3T@aol.com 

I am not worried by "eco-ter- 
rorism," but rather the rise of 
redneck vandalism. Here on the 
weekend, a 700- year-old tree was 
ringbarked after a conservation 


order forcing shopping centre 
developers to work around it. Not 
long before that, the statue of 
Yagan (an indigenous leader) was 
beheaded for the second time. 
We live in sorry times indeed. 

Yours, 

— Michael 

Dear sirs, 

I am an active enviro-activist 
but I am appalled at your trash 
science and doom and gloom 
approach to this subject. The 
extinction of species is a normal 
progression in the history of our 
planet, 99.9% of which has oc- 
curred from the changes to cli- 
mate, predatory adaptability and 
lack of adaptability, or from non- 
earth catastrophic changes. I ap- 
peal to you to look to the current 
dominant species and educate in 
well informed approaches to ex- 
ploitation of nature in a method 
that is not detrimental. Remem- 
ber that of all the changes 
through history to earth, even 
the ones that eliminated all but 
the bare minimum of life, the 
earth has reinvigorated itself 
completely and prospered in its 
flora and fauna again. 

The concepts you espouse are 
very nearsighted into saving a 
planet for the status quo instead 
of allowing for the normal course 
of adaptability and change. We 
weren't here during the Jurassic 
remember and that burgeoning 
planet of life came to a screeching 
halt. REMEMBER THE MOTTO 

LIFE WILL SURVIVE, IN ANY 
FORM!!! 

— Wes Spangler 

Dear Friends at Earth First! Journal 

I am still incarcerated and 
would like to know if you'll re- 
new my prisoner sub. 

The non-profit eco-social orga- 
nization 1 started backin '95 called 
Free Earth Society has gained 
members, interest and momen- 
tum. We have made preliminary 
plans to acquire land and found a 
community to put into practice 
green principles of the New Para- 
digm. We are now registered with 
Fellowship for Intentional Com- 
munities and Federation of Egali- 
tarian Communities. 

Anyone interested in our pro- 
jected business projects, our foun- 
dational principles or our dy- 
namic philosophy can write to 
meat Scott Sandlin, 201712TCF, 
3225 John Conley Drive, Lapeer, 
MI 48446 

Scott: 

Prisoner subs don't expire at 
the EF!J. 

— LP 

In response 

to the last mm 

two ESA ar- 
tides written 

by Marty Bergoffen printed by 
the EF! Journal, I must admit that 
EF! would support such a weak 
ESA bill as Miller's "Endangered 
Species Recovery Act (HR-2351). 
Earth First !ers should be aware 
that with the endorsement of the 
Miller Bill by the Endangered Spe- 
cies Coalition came a split from 
the grassroots leadership over 
"No Surprises" and other poli- 
cies. The Miller Bill includes a 
perverse utilization of No Sur- 
prises, Streamlining the issuance 
of Incidental Take Permits, and 
five-acre exemptions for private 
land holders. 

HR-2351 is a mix of good and 
bad. It doesn't eliminate section 
10(a)(1)(B) HCP/ITPs, but it does 
set some new standards for wild- 


life recovery criteria — plant con- 
servation is left out. The Miller Bill 
could be viewed as a strategy and 
tool to fight off the worst of two 
evils, the Kempthorne Bill (SB- 
1180). Republican, Dirk 
Kempthorne of Idaho, has incor- 
porated the Clinton 
Administration's user friendly and 
flexible policy changes in the so- 
called "Endangered Species Recov- 
ery Act." Codifying No Surprises 
and extending such "assurances" 
that adaptive management would 
be precluded on federal and non- 
federal lands is truly a frightening 
prospect. Although No Surprises 
has been implemented as a 
"policy" in numerous HCP/ITPs 
since 1994, legal challenges are 
still possible. However, if the House 
Bill or Senate Bill are passed, as is, 
a legal challenge will be much 
more difficult. Even though the 
Miller Bill proposes a HCP and No 
Surprises "funding mechanism" to 
compensate for inadequate HCPs 
and provide public funding for 
the implementation of adaptive 
management, the problem of early 
issuance of Incidental Take Per- 
mits still exists. Quite simply, when 
the species have been "taken,” 
habitat destroyed, and the shop- 
ping mall built, a "funding mecha- 
nism" is not going to be able to 
buy or bring the species back to 
life. Some tough decisions by the 
conservation community need to 
be made right now. The 
Kempthorne Senate Bill (SB- 1 180) 
passed committee in October and 
is expected to hit the floor in Janu- 
ary after winter recess. 

If the Miller Bill is used as an 
example of a "better bill" it is 
possible that a future negotiated 
compromise bill may still end up 
with No Surprises and other weak- 
ening amendments. Another 
choice that activists have is to 
oppose both bills and continue 
with the message that we need a 
stronger ESA — one that does not 
include No Surprises, Safe Har- 
bors, Candidate Conservation 
Agreements, Streamlining Take 
Permit Approval, five-acre exemp- 
tions (Hey doesn't that sound like 
the ESA that we have already?). 

Obviously, conservation groups 
that are 


needed-right nolv. A-Stronger ESA 
would be to eliminate section 9 
exemptions for Incidental Take 
Permits (section 10(a)(1)(B)). To 
stay true to protecting biodiver- 
sity, and implementing the sci- 
ence of conservation biology, 
would require opposition to both 
the House and Senate Bill. At the 
very least, those conservation 
groups that have been backed 
into a corner and agreed to sup- 
port the Miller Bill need to be 
honest in their lobbying of grass- 
roots support. The message from 
the Sage Council and National 
Endangered Species Network has 
always been "Just say "No" to No 
Surprises." Therefore, the Miller 
and Kempthorne bills are not 
acceptable. 

— Leeona Klippstein 

Bergoffen responds: 

While HR 2351 is certainly not a 
perfect bill, I never claimed it was, as 
my first article indicates: “[TJheESA 's 
loopholes must certainly be closed. 
The ESRA goes a long way in this 
respect, although there are still prob- 
lems. " I am certainly no fan of No 
Surprises and its related destructive 
policies. And while I consider the 
change in HCP priorities a move in 
the right direction, it certainly doesn 't 
go far enough: "HCP’s should 'con- 
tribute to' recovery, a positive stan- 
dard rather than a neutral one. " Given 
the groundswell of support in the 
Senate for Kempthome's extinction 
bill, I would again urge readers to 
support HR 2351, but in deference to 
Leeona' s comments, I would also im- 
plore that Miller's bill be amended to 
reject No Surprises and its ilk, and 
provide complete protection j 
for imperiled plants. 

— Marty Bergoffen 



members of the En- 
dangered Species 
Coalition will most 
likely continue en- 
dorsing the Miller 
Bill primarily be- 
cause they are so 
personally in- 
vested. The deal 
was made between 
these groups and Miller 
that if he introduced the 
perverted ENHAbill that 
they would support it. 

A strong unified mes- 
sage on No Surprises is 
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THAR SHE COES! 

On November 11, 1997, the Norwegian whaling vessel the Morlid was sunk at 
dockside in Bronnoysund, 430 miles north of Oslo. The sinking occurred just 
12 days after intruders dressed in 1 lalloween pirate costumes scuttled another 
Norwegian whaling vessel, the Elin Toril, at Mortsen in the Lofoten Islands and 
six months after a third Norwegian whaling vessel, the Senet (which was previ- 

bombed while in drydock. 
s$el, the Nybraena, was sunk by Sea Shepherd 
as refloated and returned to wpjk killing 
oril are likely to be recommissipped as well, 
nd persistent economic sabotage on the whaling 
ll#|J vessels have to pay for war insurance. 

; in g ta tfie world's most notorious whaler and 
ot have h&dl War insurance. Bastesen is claiming 


ously sunk in harbor in 1994), 

Another Norwegian whal 
Conservation Society iA 1 
whales. The Morlid arip ? th 
But, because of such imme, 
industry, all Norwegia: 

However, the Morli, 
sealer, Steinar Bas 
accidental causes 
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loader was borrowed from its 
property fence of the mill, 
the movement of pulp cars as 
Chemicals. The finale broi|ghf| 
the main powerline at the mot 
The action followed a 
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report mtnre TEdmomohs Journal 
suggestirigaTffRbeflvj^ril^glf^ffian-average birth defects in nofH^erftJ^herta 
and pollution, In the Wapiti) Smoky and Other rivers. 

We^erhauser has received several Such visits, including the burning of rail cars 
full of pulp in 1995 and again in 1996. Once thought to be unrelated, Lloyd 


Steeves, spokesperson for Grande-Prarie's Weyerhauser Canada Ltd., postulates 
that "as more of these events occur it causes one to believe they're not at random." 
The loader was found against the powerline with its wheels still spinning. 

HOC FARM TIED 

On October 21, 1997, $100,000 in damage was caused at the construction 
site of a controversial hog farm in Neligh, Nebraska. Antelope County Sheriff 
Ralph Black said the farm faces strong opposition from people who fear the 
facility will seriously harm the environment. 

SABOTEUR CUTS OFF POWER 

Utility officials heightened security at power stations around San Francisco on 
October 31 after FBI investigators determined that a saboteur deliberately cut 
power to the city's downtown area. The saboteur cut power coming into and out 
of a power station, reported FBI spokesman George Grotz. "It was a deliberate 
act. It was not an accident, and it was not a computer intrusion," said Grotz. 

"We have stepped up security at a number of facilities in the greater Bay Area 
as a result of this event. " said. Robert Glynn, Jr., president and chief executive 
officer of Pacific Gas & Eilljjjc Co. He declij|||l to comment on whether the 
alleged t^p^rjng was an in side. job. But Grot/ said there was no sign of forced 
entry into the locked city substation, and agents are looking at records of about 
7'S i ernp ioVe es who had acce|s%|Jtfte buireRp^^\^ 

)t age Of an elect rical filfflitws considered a federal offense. I HI agent Mi ive 

_ fequipmfetiTfor fingerprints, jf ij ^ ffoigches 

in the substation were toggled in such a way as to maximize the pow^outige, 
causing a bank of transformers to fail around 6:15 a.m., blacking out electricity 
to 126,000 customers — about 250,000 people — in a five-mile, mid-city stretch 
from the Marina to the Sunset districts for 90 minutes or more. 

Meanwhile, the city was back to normal the next morning, with traffic and 
omnipresent coffee machines humming as usual. 


Save the 


continued from front page 

this in the hopes of attracting sharks to the bloody 
carcass who will eat the evidence," said Allen. "This 
sinking of dead turtles is just another strategy to 
hide their bloody and inhumane actions." 

Dismantling TEDs is common in the industry. An 
undercover study by HSUS, released in spring 1997, 
documented a 41 -percent non-compliance rate in 
Texas waters. TEDs are metal grates in the mouth of 
a net that allow 97 percent or more of all turtles to 
escape when properly used. Nearly 500 dead turtles 
have washed ashore in Texas this year and more 
than 2,000 have died in US waters from the Gulf of 
Mexico to the Atlantic coast. 

Sea turtles live in the same shallow, warm waters 
where the shrimp industry trawls the coastline year 
after year. Some shrimpers seem to be bloodthirsty 
for turtle meat. During the HSUS investigation, one 
shrimper was audio taped admitting that he not 
only ties his TEDs shut, but he also mutilates and 
kills endangered sea turtles. 

Denials and Delays Thwart Protection 

The shrimp industry continues to flatly deny 
links between shrimpers and dead sea turtles. In 
T exas media reports, Wilma Anderson of the Texas 
Shrimp Association blamed park rangers at Padre 
Island for mutilating the sea turtles and trying to 
frame shrimpers. "You can't shut down the 
shrimping industry based on allegations. This is 
America," Anderson said in a report published in 
the Corpus Christi Caller-Times. "Besides, there's 
no documentation showing shrimpers are respon- 
sible for these mutilations. We get blamed for 
killing turtles, red snapper, sea grass, and now 
they're trying to say we're all a bunch of heroin 
addicts." The heroin remark referred to the recent 
overdoses by four people who worked as seasonal 
shrimpers in Aransas Pass. 

In the same Corpus Christi newspaper, a spokes- 
man for the Texas Seafood Producers Association 
said that he didn't know any shrimpers who would 
intentionally hurt a sea turtle. Sea turtle activists 
wish this were true. The shrimper taped during the 
HSUS investigation, however, was recorded brag- 
ging, "Who's going to fuck with me. Where I go, 
yeah... I get 'em... and cut their fucking head off." 
He claimed that many other shrimpers he knows 
also tie their TEDs shut. In one 1994 letter to the 
editor, a shrimper wrote, "Get rid of the Ridleys, 
convert them to turtle soup." 
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Turtles... 



A green turtle cruises through the sea. 


Enforcement Efforts Not Enough 

With few resources, National Marine Fisheries Ser- 
vice (NMFS) officials have been ineffective in proving 
the turtle/industry connection and slowing the Texas 
sea turtle massacre. NMFS has offered its own $5,000 
rewards — one for the chained sea turtles and a sec- 
ond for the mutilations. Enforcement agents are 
interviewing shrimpers and searching for the offend- 
ers, who could face criminal penalties of up to $50,000 
and jail sentences. But no shrimper has ever been 
caught or punished for these types of crimes. 

For decades, NMFS has sided with shrimpers and 
helped delay the implementation of TED use. This 
bias is reflected in the ludicrous denials about the 
recent sea turtle mutilations. 

"I don't think anyone can look at a turtle with a 
cut and determine just by looking that it was human 
induced, " said Chuck Oravetz of NFMS in a Houston 
Chronicle article. "It could have been a clean shark 
bite." Sharks have jagged teeth and leave gaping 
holes. Knives have straight edges that slice. Has a 
new species of shark evolved in Texas that has 
square jaws and leaves straight cuts? 

Fisheries agents claim that most shrimpers prop- 
erly use TEDs. However, most boarding inspections 
are done by the Coast Guard, which uses easily 
identifiable vessels that shrimpers know are coming 
long before they are boarded. On October 27, how- 
ever, agents did seize 600 pounds of shrimp off a 
vessel that had its TEDs tied shut. NMFS special 
agent Gene Proulx said that the shrimper is being 
prosecuted for a civil offense, not criminal, and that 
the shrimp boat is currently out on the water. 

Sea Turtles In Decline 

Sea turtles are ancient ocean dwellers that have 
survived since the era of the dinosaurs. Six of seven 
species of sea turtles are threatened with extinction 


and protected under the Endangered Species Act 
and international treaty. The Kemp's ridley turtle is 
among the top 12 most endangered animals in the 
world. It nests mainly at one beach in Mexico, 
spending most of its life along the Gulf of Mexico 
and the Atlantic Coast. The nesting population now 
totals less than one-half of one percent of historic 
nesting populations of 40,000. 

Marine biologists are alarmed that 1 3 adult Kemp's 
ridleys were found among the carcasses of the re- 
cent strandings. Given the species' current status, 
the loss of mature animals directly reduces already 
decimated populations by preventing breeding fe- 
males from laying hundreds of eggs. The strandings 
occurred in critical beach nesting areas on Padre 
Island, where nine sea turtles laid eggs last year — the 
first such nestings ever recorded there. 

Help Stop the Massacre 

Shrimp trawling is the number one threat to the 
survival of the species, a fact confirmed in 1990 by 
the National Academy of Sciences. Even if we con- 
tinue to protect nesting beaches around the world 
and stop the black market trade in tortoise shells and 
skin, sea turtles will continue to decline if shrimpers 
around the world don't change their ways. 

As this story is written, the Texas shrimp fisheries 
remain open. Trawling has not stopped, and sea 
turtles wash ashore dead every day. None of the 
people responsible have been arrested or detained. 
No strong step has been taken to stop the slaughter. 

If the public does not hear about this issue soon, it 
maybe too late for the sea turtle. Even if you don't eat 
shrimp, nor have traveled to the areas where sea 
turtles live, now is the time to take a stand. If you live 
in Texas, please go to the beach and take photos and 
videos of dead turtles. Send them to us. Tell other 
activists what's happening. Write letters to the edi- 
tor. Demand that stores stop carrying anything but 
certified turtle-safe shrimp. Join the Sea Turtle Resto- 
ration Project Activist Network and request an activ- 
ist kit. Volunteers are badly needed to take direct 
action during the 1998 shrimp season in Texas. If we 
can't save the sea turtle, symbol of our earth, can we 
save the oceans, the forests and the planet? 

Contact Sea Turtle Restoration Project, POB 400, 
Forest Knolls, CA 94933; (415) 488-0370; fax (415) 
488-0372; e-mail: turtlesafe@earthisland.org; http:/ 
/www.earthisland.org/strp/strpindx.html. 

Demand a closure of Texas shrimp fisheries and 
Padre Island National Seashore. Write to Assistant 
Administrator for Fisheries, National Marine Fish- 
eries Service, Room 14555, 1315- East- West High- 
way, Silver Spring, MD 20910; e-mail: 
schmitten@noah.gov. 
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Song for Winter Solstice 


i am nor inanimate 

unchanging 

predictable 

steadfastly clinging to promises 
made bg a societg 
which demands accountabilitg 
oF an emotional state 

mg being is wild 

i am riuers deep current 

harelg rippling surFace 

becoming rapids, cascades 

plunging 

Falling 

spraging 

roaring oFF high cliFFs 
into pools where otters plag 

i am riFFIes 

Fertile beds oF creation 
Fed bg ephemeral streams 
which appear to go drg 
under the blazing sun 

i am that stream 
that trickle 

sinking deep into the Earth 
reemerging in a marsh oF reeds 
where croaking Frogs 
rhgthmically pay homage 
to the moon 

euery Form 
is my love 
hut i cannot dam 
the changes 
oF the river.. 

-Paloma 


Gone now, tbe weight 
of daylight's long declining. 

We have burrowed plenty deep 
in tbe billowed shad of southern blooming, 
and so this darkest day recalls us 
to the gathering light. 

We celebrate tbe seeds of summer. 



ten thousand cycles of sowing 
and harvest are woven through 
our common sense of where 
and who and when we are. 

Our wheeling 'round a raging star 
unfolds its own rituals, echoes 
in the drumming of our hearts. 



Send poems to: 

Warriors Poets Society 

ASUC Box 361, Berkeley, CA 94720-4510 


Only three, four generations removed 
from tbe farms to this concrete 
abstraction of life, and already 
we seek sustenance not in the soil, 
but plastic-wrapped in sbadowless rows 
of neon. Gra 3 ing our bellies full 
in climateless ease, it’s little wonder 
we’ve forgotten our shotgun wedding 
to sun and rock and rain. 


But even if tbe modern mind, 
furiously trivial in tbe blue glow 
of progress, neglects its ancient obligation, 
our muscles, bones— our very cells— 
respond and chase the roots 
of human memory through cracks 
in the brittle city shell, worming 
our way borne into the living earth. 



Slowly, methodically dusting off 
Her ancient butt, 

The Poet 

Rises from the ashes 
Of a hundred 
Drowned campfires. 

Her voluminous bag 
Bursts with things 
That have no name, 

While at her neck 
A circlet 

Of live lizards crawls 
Round and round. 

Her shawl is patched 
With the rags 
Of Gypsy camps, 

The rotten fabrics 
OfAnasazi midden-heaps, 

And with the wings 
Of buzzards. 

The eyes of eighty pagans 
Turn towards her 
,4s one, 

Watching her face 
Writhe 

Behind the bonfire's 
Rising heat. 

A moan parts the hot night. 


A drum sounded, 

Booming deep 
In the hollow hill. 

Pagans swayed 

To the merciless rhythm, 

Feet following feet, 

Shuffling a dusty dance. 

Do you not know me? 
She wailed. 

I am the priestess 
They jailed! 

I am the witch 
That was burned 
I am the Earth 
Overturned! 

I am the fox 
Not the hunt 
I am the tree 
Not the saw 
I am backcountry 
Not front 
I am anarchy 
Not law!! 


Gone now the weight 
of daylight’s long declining. 

We celebrate the seeds of summer 

— Caird Christensen 



Heed Me! 

Shrieks the Poet. 

I tread the paths 
Of the pathless forest 
I crawl the sewers 
Of sin! 

I've caused the fall 
Of a thousand kingdoms 
I've seen all that has ended, 

Begin! 

I've been to the source 
Of the sourceless river 
And to places where stars 
Never shine! 

I hitchhiked the length 
And breadth of Atlantis 
And sampled 
King Solomon's wine! 


The Poet 
Began to whirl 
Spinning her ragged shawl 
Like a parasol, 

Faster and faster, 

A dust devil 
Seething under the dark 
Desert sky. 

You who build shrines 
To the dollar! 

There's no end for you 
But defeat! 

Earth-wisdom and money 
Are sundered 
And never the twain 
Shall meet! 


She spun into the flames, 

And green fire 
Spat from the hearth! 

Smoke enveloped 
The gasping crowd, 

And when it cleared, 

A huge she-wolf 
Sprang from the blaze, 

Gave one long, quavering howl, 
And disappeared into 
The night! 

Bending to inspect 
The ground 
I found blood 
In the wolf tracks. 

— Philip R. Knight 




ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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NAFTA Roads Awareness Project 

In the 1950s, politicians and military officials (and probably a few people 
from the automobile, petroleum and construction industries) got together and 
built east-west highways across North America. The roads were promoted as 
escape routes in case the communists invaded. 

Well, the highway promoters are again getting together to build transconti 
nental highways, this time north-south. The proposed "NAFTA Superhigh- 
ways" will enable a '90s-style invasion of low-cost goods from Mexico to 
consumers in the rich north. One of the NAFTA Superhighways' boosters, the 
1-69 Coalition (which has at least one well-connected $300,000-a-year lobbyist 
in Washington), is promoting the multibillion-dollar route from the Mexican 
border in south Texas, through Louisiana, Arkansas, Indiana and finally 
Michigan where it meets the Canadian border. 

The first stage of the 1-69 Superhighway is proposed for rural and rustic 
southern Indiana. Residents opposing the highway are proving to be effective 
in their opposition; they and their allies recently forced an environmental 
assessment process. 

Anti-NAFTA Superhighway groups are now forming in a loose coalition to 
halt the project before it goes any further. Write to the NAFTA Roads Awareness 
Project at POB 5142, Areata, CA 95518. 


Nonviolent Resistance to honor DR. King 


Activists from Northland College 
in Ashland, Wisconsin and surround- 
ing regions are planning a celebration 
of Dr. Martin Luther King's birthday 
this January 16-19. Following the 
speeches and workshops, a group of 
nonviolent resisters will attempt to 
conduct an official citizen's inspec- 
tion of weaponry of mass destruction 
at the US Navy's thermonuclear com- 
mand center, Project ELF, located in 
northern Wisconsin. 

Schedule of events: 

Friday, January 16 
, "YouthPeace and Justice: A Peace 
Movement Imperative in the Spirit of 
Dr. King" at St. Scholastica College, 
Duluth, Minnesota. Malkia M'Buzi 
Moore, US coordinator of YouthPeace 
for the War Resisters League will speak. 

Contact (715) 364-8533 or Tom Mor- 
gan (218) 723-6442. 

Saturday, January 17 

Program at Sigurd Olson Environ- 
mental Institute, Ashland, Wisconsin, 
9 a.m.-9:30 p.m. 


• What is Project ELF? What is Tri- 
dent? What is the current nuclear 
arsenal situation? What is interna- 
tional law with regard to weaponry of 
mass destruction? 

• Legal consequences for nonviolent 
resistance to ELF 

• Civilian-based defense roundtable 

• Nonviolence training (required for 
participation at the action on January 
18 at Project ELF) 

• Potluck dinner and keynote address 
by Malkia M'buzi Moore 

• Music by The Sheeptones and Da- 
kota Road 

Sunday, January 18 

• 9 a.m. — Talking Circle "Why am I 
resisting?" 

• 12-2:30 — Citizen's inspection of 
Project ELF 

For more information, contact 
Donna and Tom Howard-Hastings at 
12833E STH13, Maple, WI 54854; 
(715) 364-8533 or Bob Cornett at 
(715) 682-1289 or 682-3932; e-mail: 
sunbikes@ncsc.net. 


Order six-month subscriptions for 2 of your friends at $10 each and yule get an 
entire year subscription for only $1 5 ($25 for first class); if you order 8, yule get an 
entire year free! Copy the sub form on page 34 or contact us for more details. 


EarthljglFirst! 

Direct Action 
Manual 



First Edition 


Uncompromising Nonviolent Resistance 
in Defense of Mother Earth! 


The Earth First! Direct Action Manual is the antidote for despair! Over 150 
pages of action-packed information on nonviolent tactics, technique* and 
devices used by activists to defend the Earth from corporate scumbag* and 
lawless governments. Check out what its got! 

DISCONTENTS 

Nonviolence* Legal Defense •Security* Scouting* Backwoods/ 
Backcountry Action *U'Locks* Cobra Link Motorcycle Locks Chains 
and Heavy Duty Cables* 

Lock Boxes and Bracelets* 
Barrels* Batmobiles* Sleeping 
Dragons* Rail Blockades* 
TRiroDS*BiroDS*MoNo Poles* 
-Cantilevers*Tree Sits* Knots* 
Internets*Road Occur ations/Free 

States *HE ucorTER Blockades *SHir 

J — Blockades* Cat and Mouse*Critical Mass 

i j<- — i — Bike Rides*Hunt Sabotace*Mass Actions* 

- v*m Yarning*Debris*Road Rir*TRucKER Fuckers*Hot 
Rocks*Gate Closures* Door Closures 'Manure Dumts'Puke-Ins* 
Sawdust Deliveries*Contacts*Movement History* Camtaicn Biocra- 

rHIES FROM THE U.S., AUSTRALIA, U.K. AND CANADA! 



Fjnyir your campaign vith tha detailed 
and heavily iUaatnttd "cook book* of the 
rtroaggt b l oc kad in g tactic* k nown-ta c tic* 
activist* all over the world hare proven 

dit will! 




“Years from now our grandchildren will ask us what we did to prevent the 
destruction of planet Earth. The Earth First! Direct Action Manual is your 
ticket out of a shameful reponse. The Manual deserves a place in your pack 
with Ecodefense and The Final Nail... It will hopefully become required 
reading for our growing movement... " 

— Rod Coronado 


J or |HH{\lki copies solid Sh to 
The I I * 1 Journal. 1*011 i ll" I -ugone. 010*71 0 l h.\ 


SAVE LITTLE ALFIE! 

Last December, seven Minnesotans — some of them old Earth First!ers, some 
of them new — blocked logging trucks from reaching one of the last stands of 
old-growth white pines left in Minnesota. The blockade started small, but 
within 12 days the action had blanketed the state's newspapers and changed 
the way the Forest Service manages national forests in Minnesota. (See EF 
Journal, Brigid '97.) The actions of these few committed individuals not only 
forced the Forest Service to pull and reassess the sale but also to look at another 
500 sales. Thirty-eight sales already sold were postponed for reassessment. 

The Forest Service has done their reassessment, and they have decided to go 
ahead with the cut. This year the sawmill won't be getting the 3,500 red and 
white pines previously scheduled for logging; they get 6,000 red pines. 

Appeals are in and could be disposed of by the Freddies soon. After the appeals 
are denied, we only have 15 days to rally people for what will be a healthy dose 
of winter camping. This could happen any time this winter but probably sooner 
than later. Come to the Big Woods! Bring your friends and your camping gear 
(some has been secured, but more is needed). 

We need warm bodies, four-season tents, sleeping bags, cooking gear, radio 
equipment, an AC inverter and first aid supplies. Send supplies to the Action 
Resource Center, 520 W. Lake St., Minneapolis, MN 55408; (612) 825-4745. 
Come and put your body where it's needed. Contact Big Woods Earth First! at 
POB 580936, Minneapolis, MN 55458; (612) 362-3387; EarthFirst@juno.com. 


Western Ancient Forest Conference 
Ashland, Oregon • February 13-15 

for activists, coalition building, and a 
workshop for board members of activ- 
ist organizations. 

Shorter sessions will include wilder- 
ness campaigns, federal forest issues, 
legislation (Zero Cut, Clean Water, 
ESA), legal (Option 9, ICBEMP), graz- 
ing issues, immigration issues, private 
lands protection strategies, direct ac- 
tion, corporate power, citizen ballot 
initiatives, and a discussion on the 
culture of activist organizations. 

As with previous conferences, aca- 
demic credit through Antioch Univer- 
sity will be available for attending the 
conference as the core of a three-credit 
course in science or social studies. For 
further information, contact D.E.E.P. 
at POB 1377, Ashland, OR97520; (541) 
899-1712; e-mail: deep@mind.net. 

To receive more information about 
the conference, contact Headwaters at 
POB 729, Ashland, OR 97520; (541) 
482-4459; e-mail: headwtrs@mind.net. 


Hundreds of forest activists will 
convene for Headwaters' 7th Annual 
Western Ancient Forest Activists 
Conference at Southern Oregon Uni- 
versity in Ashland. This is a great 
opportunity for activists to gather 
and make new acquaintances while 
networking with friends and col- 
leagues from throughout the West. 
We'll be reviewing the successes and 
setbacks of 1997 and planning fu- 
ture strategies. 

Specifically, we will be planning for 
the '98 elections and the next year of 
legislative battles. We'll have an up- 
date on the state of the grassroots 
forest activist movement, with repre- 
sentatives from across the West. 

Several intensive workshops will 
offer activists training sessions to im- 
prove our effectiveness. These will in- 
clude ecopsychology, media skills and 
strategies, computer (GIS) mapping, 
on-line networking, soil monitoring 


CONSOLIDATED Live in Concert! 


The spoken word, hip-hop, animal 
rights band Consolidated is on tour 
with a new album. Don't miss 'em 
when they come to your town. 

Consolidated is looking for activists 
to help with their shows. They are invit- 
ing groups to set up information tables 
or booths, pass out literature and speak 
on stage about their campaigns. 

Below is their tour schedule. To par- 
ticipate, contact Carrie at (212) 226- 
6713, fax 226-6795; solstuff@ aol.com. 


January 

9 Seattle, WA 

14 San Francisco, CA 

15 Los Angeles, CA 

17 Tempe, AZ 

18 El Paso, TX 

19 San Antonio, TX 

20 Austin, TX 

21 Dallas, TX 

22 Houston, TX 

23 New Orleans, LA 

24 Tallahasee, FL 


25 St. Petersburg, FL 

26 Tampa, FL 

27 Miami, FL 

28 W. Palm Beach, FL 

29 Orlando, FL 

30 Jacksonville, FL 

31 Atlanta, GA 
February 

2 Little Rock, AR 

3 Tulsa, OK 

5 Denver, CO 

6 Salt Lake City, UT 


Fund for Wild Nature 

A non-profit, tax-exempt foundation which funds 
research, education and literature projects. 
Funding proposals and donations can be sent to: 

POB 1657, Corvallis, OR 97339 


Git yer copy now! 



CONCERNED A/* 

SINGLES JW' 
NEWSLETTER 

links compatible, 
socially conscious 
singles who care 
about the earth, 
the environment, 

"and a healthy society. 
Nationwide • All ages • Since 1984 
Free Sample: Write Box 444-EF, 
Lenox Dale, M A 01242: 
call (41 3) 445-6309 , 

■ or browse http://www.concernedslnglea.com 


Earth First! 

Live in Texas, the first 13 years 


Spiral bound, 100s of pages, clippings, 
graphics, photos, cartoons. Send $10 to: 
Austin EF!, POB 7292, Austin, TX 78713 


NATIONAL DAY OF ACTION 


Headwaters Ancient Redwood Forest 
SUNDAY* MARCH 15 

ACTIONS AND RALLIES IN HUMBOLDT, 
SAN FRANCISCO, HOUSTON, 
WASHINGTON, DC, NEW YORK AND 
WHERE YOU MAKE IT HAPPEN! 

Think BIG; these are BIG TREES 
contact: 707*825*8911 
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SHUT DOWN TAYLOR! 

January 10,11,12 • Winter Weekend of Action in San Luis 
Come to San Luis, Colorado to learn about the struggle in the upper Rio 
Grande and take action against the oppression and destruction on the Taylor 
Ranch. [See article on page 16.] Since logging started about two years ago, winter 
has seen the heaviest cutting and hauling of any of the seasons. Immediate 
action is the only thing standing in the way of this winter wonderland 
becoming a winter wasteland. 

February 2 • National Day of Action 
Activists will be holding protests across the country to call attention to one 
of the largest timber sales in the nation, the logging on Taylor Ranch. We can 
help with ideas, targets and strategy. Be creative! 

For more information on either event, contact Ancient Forest Rescue at POB 
762, San Luis, CO 81152, (719) 672-3012; e-mail: afr@amigo.net. 


Dillon Creek Free State Lives! 


The EF! Conference, Winter 

Rendezvous 6r Night to Howl 
February 5-9 


On October 23, during a protest at 
Dillon Creek, an activist was run over 
by a log truck. In September, an activist 
had the contents of a 500-gallon water 
truck dumped on his head while he 
was locked down. The violence against 
the forest has been equally severe. 

Dillon Creek, a majestic tributary of 
the Klamath River, lies in the heart of 
the Klamath National Forest of north- 
ern California. This endangered eco- 
system has been a focal point of resis- 
tance since day one of the plan to 
salvage-log 67 units of burnt and intact 
old-growth forest. The Outside timber 
sale at Dillon Creek was the last salvage 
sale to be approved under the infa- 
mous Salvage Rider. 

Ironically (or not?), some 23,000 acres 
in this watershed were intentionally 


charred in an effort to stop a wildfire, 
employing the practice of "backbuming. " 
One local was right when they said, "The 
Forest Service used to log then bum, now 
they bum then log." 

The wildness of northern California is 
crying for your help. The fight to save 
the Dillon Creek watershed will con- 
tinue until this logging is put to a halt. 
Basecamp is well established and is 
continuing through winter. Your help 
is needed immediately! If you are un- 
able to come in person, material assis- 
tance is appreciated (money, video 
camera, winter camping gear, food, 
and does anybody know how to fly a 
helicopter?). The Dillon Creek Forest 
Defenders can be reached at POB 83, 
Happy Camp, CA 96039. Call (707) 
825-891 1 for more information. 


Wild Rockies EF! of Missoula, Mon- 
tana is now the host of the icy-cold 
Organizers Conference (OC) and Win- 
ter Rendezvous (formerly known as 
the Activist Conference). Each 
bioregion should try to send at least 
one representative to the conference. 
We would also like to see some hardy 
souls stick around for Wild Rockies 
Winter: the buffalo campaign, Cove/ 
Mallard and other forest campaigns 
already underway. 

The dates of the conference have 
been changed to February 5-9. At- 
tendees should arrive in Missoula on 
Thursday for the "Night to Howl" 
poetry reading and pre-conference 
strategizing. If you call ahead, we will 
arrange for a place for you to stay. We 
will provide rides from the airport 
and bus station in Missoula to the 
conference until Friday evening. 

Hot Springs, Montana 

The OC will be in, yep, you read that 
right, Hot Springs, Montana. We will 
be staying at the Symes Hotel, a his- 
toric, family-owned, 28-room hotel at 
the foot of the Cabinet Mountains. 
(Since we are staying in a hotel, people 
must leave their dogs at home. No joke!) 

Because of the limited number of 
rooms, people should decide who they 
want to room with, and call us before- 
hand so we can assign the large rooms 
to groups. There will probably be at 
least three people per room, which 
means not everyone will get a bed — 
people may have to share! The hotel 
has claw-foot hot tubs in a few of the 
rooms and a large bath, house on the 
main floor. There is also a large out- 
side hot pool which costs two dollars 
per day. The town itself is very small 
with only a couple of small stores and 
free healing mud pots and outdoor 
hot tubs. ( Important note: bathing suits 
are mandatory in the public pools and 
pots. There will also be a bathing suit 
contest, to be followed by the first 
annual "swimsuit issue" of the EF!J.) 
Structure of the Conference 
The structure of this year's conference 
comes from a proposal formed at the 
1997 Activist Conference (published in 
the EF! Journal, Eostar '97). It was recog- 
nized that there is a conflict between 
the need for a smaller EF! organizers 
meeting (two to four reps from each 
region or group) and a larger rendez- 
vous-type atmosphere that the tribe 


seems to desire more than once a year. 
The first two days will be geared towards 
getting concrete work done and deci- 
sions made. The rest of the time is open 
for whatever people want to organize. 
Structure Outline 

Thursday (in Missoula): Meeting junkies 
arrive, agenda proposal formed. At night, 
the "Night to Howl" poetry reading. 
Friday: At noon, the OC meetings begin. 
Saturday: OC continues. Movement- 
wide discussions. At night, the ren- 
dezvous begins. 

Sunday: Workshops, updates and action 
planning. Performances in the evening. 
Monday: Wrap up and afternoon action. 
Funding of Conference 

A sliding-scale fee will be charged to 
all participants. We will provide three 
meals a day and ask everyone to donate 
$30 for this great room and meal deal. 
Some money raised will go towards 
travel allowances for the geographi- 
cally impaired and will be allocated 
towards an emergency fund for un- 
foreseen expenses. (Keep your receipts) . 
Important Travel Information 

Driving in the winter can be a fright- 
ening and dangerous experience; come 
prepared. Ensure your car is ready for 
very cold temperatures: winter-weight 
oil, gas-line antifreeze and quality ra- 
diator antifreeze. If you don't bring 
tire chains, carry a shovel and kitty 
litter for traction in case you get stuck. 
Bring extra warm clothes, a sleeping 
bag, extra water, candles, non-perish- 
able food and a lot of patience (for 
slow driving on ice). 

Hot Springs is just off Hwy. 28 in 
northwestern Montana. To get there 
you take 1-90 eight miles west of 
Missoula, then turn north onto Hwy. 
93. Travel 27 miles and turn west on 
Hwy. 200. Twenty-one miles later in 
the town of Perma, turn north on Hwy. 
382. (If this road is too snowy continue 
on Hwy. 200 another 28 miles until 
you intersect with Hwy. 28 north. Six- 
teen miles later you will meet up with 
382.) From Perma, travel 1 6 miles north 
on Hwy. 382 which ends at the inter- 
section with Hwy. 28. Turn north and 
follow the signs the rest of the way to 
Hot Springs. It is virtually impossible 
to miss the Symes Hotel. 

We need RSVPs from everyone, so 
please call (406) 543-0524, or write 
POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807; 
kmaenz@wildrockies.org. 


Cove/Mallard Regional Strategy Meeting 

The winter regional Cove/Mallard strategy session will be held at the Univer- 
sity of Montana in Missoula on the weekend of January 10-11. 

Everyone is invited to submit proposed agenda items and personal statements 
in advance so that they can be copied and distributed before the meeting takes 
place. E-mail responses are welcome because they'll save time, energy and paper. 

Please get the word out to as many of the Cove/Mallard activists as possible. 
Contact one of these groups for final details: the Native Forest Network, POB 8251, 
Missoula, MT 59807; (406) 542-7343; nfn@wildrockies.org; or the Cove/Mallard 
Coalition, POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843; (208) 882-9755; cove@moscow.com. 

Peoples' Movements vs. "Free" Trade 
Worldwide Conference • February 18-27 

On February 18-27, hundreds of representatives from movements around the 
world will meet in Geneva to establish a platform for action against trade 
liberalization: the Peoples' Global Action 

The first big-scale action will be a wave of decentralized mobilizations and 
protests around the world paralleling the Second Ministerial Conference of the 
World Trade Organization, May 18-20. 

If you want more information about the conference, contact Play Fair Europe!, 
e.V., Turmstr. 3, 52072 Aachen, Germany; +49-241-80 37 92, fax +49-241-88 88 
394; e-mail: playfair@asta.rwth-aachen.de; http://www.agp.org. 


HUMANURE 


HANDBOOK 


A GUIDE TO COMPOSTING HUMAN MANURE 
198 pages, perfeetbound, Indexed, Ulus. 

“An eco-luddite, anarchist's potty training manual." (Earth First! Journal) 

"Finally we have a comprehensive book on recycling human excrement without chemicals, 
| high technology, or pollution. Well written, practical, and thoroughly researched. . . " (Whole 

Earth Review) 

"This book answers every question anyone could have about 
managing a compost toilet and compost pile." (Waterworks) 

"Jenkins provides a convincing case that human waste can and should be a 
safe composting material.” (Mother Earth News) 

. . almost certain to become a classic in its field. This book should 
be required reading ..." (Countryside Journal) 

'. . .outrageous humor and brilliant, diligent research. This is one book 
that could save the world I" (Permaculture Drylands Journal) 
$23.00 postpaid JENKINS PUBLISHING 
PO BOX 607, GROVE CITY, PA 16127 
800-689-3233 (2copies = $38 ppd) 

Check out our web site at 
http://www.JenkinsPublishing.com 



Student Democracy vs. 
Corporate Control 

Following on the success of the Democracy Teach-Ins in October 1996, a new 
wave of Teach-Ins are planned for March 1-7, 1998. In 1996, over 40 campuses 
and thousands of students participated in a coordinated series of mass educa- 
tional events and actions that explored and exposed how giant corporations are 
ruining our educational system and our world at large. 

Democracy Teach-In: Moving Ahead in '98! 

Teach-Ins are intended to bring together students, citizens and community 
members who have struggled against corporations and their effects on families, 
communities, ecosystems and individuals. Teach Ins give people the opportu- 
nity to join a democratic movement. If you would like to participate, contact 
us at our outreach office at (617) 354-9363. (You can also subscribe to our e-mail 
listserve by e-mailing to listpro@envirolink.org with "subscribe corporations 
«your name»" in the body of the message.) 

May 1 — May Day of Action Against Corporate Domination 

Students and community members will use the tools and information they 
have learned in the Teach-Ins to take action against corporate control of our 
communities and our societies. 
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Therefore I Art 


by Jason Tockman 

"Eat more grits, " announces the liner 
notes of Ned Mudd and the Blacklight 
Sombreros' newly released album 
f.u.b.a.r. America — f.u.b.a.r. being short 
for "fucked up beyond all recogni- 
tion." Ned's rebellious swamp grunge 


nonetheless." Sounding every bit 
as deranged as the piano, Mudd 
prescribes as the solution to this 
"land of the free, home of greed" a 
bold plan: "You take the high road 
and I'll take the low road and blow 
like Charlie Yardbird Parker 
through the tepid vibrations of 



cuts loose, departing from the tradi- 
tional tweaky Cajun/country non-elec- 
tric vibe of past albums. 

Much more than grits, f.u.b.a.r. 
America delivers a rambunctious audio 
treat that includes intensely soulful 
instrumentals, twangybanjotunes and 
dark, demonic songs with such lines 
like "microwaving social distortion" 
and "Hello, this is the first piece of 
cybershit." With this newest release, 
Ned seems to have become even more 
playful with musical styles, experiment- 
ing with a variety of sounds reminis- 
cent of Lou Reed, Midnight Oil, Pink 
Floyd, the Pixies, David Bowie, Jefferson 
Airplane and Sonic Youth, all the while 
maintaining the genuine flavor that 
has won him a following. 

The second track, "Riding with the 
Devil," deals out a heavy dose of 
condemnation of the lifestyles of ex- 
cess in overdeveloped countries: "He's 
raping mother nature while you all 
are standing by /you think his name 
is Satan, but the mirror never lies." 
Eerie, screeching guitars and hard- 
hitting percussion accompany this 
tune's lyrical broadside against the 
avaricious greed of American politi- 
cal and corporate life. 

The grinding of "Riding with the 
Devil" is offset by "From the Bottom 
of the Deck," a brief and sad melodic 
riff that mixes electric and acoustic 
guitars into pure ear candy. Highlight- 
ing the band's talent, this song is joined 
by "Copperhead in the Kitchen," "An- 
esthesia" and "Banjette" as a diverse 
array of instrumental songs staggered 
throughout f.u.b.a.r. America. 

The album's title track mixes 
schizophrenic piano with spoken 
word that feels sounds Consolidated. 
"Cactus Ed said never in history have 
slaves been so well fed," preaches 
Mudd, "thoroughly medicated, lav- 
ishly entertained — but we're slaves 


Kerouac's Fellaheen Night." 

The music on track nine, "While 
You Were Out," harkens back to 
Mudd's emotional tension found in 
"Living on Borrowed Time" and 
"The Legend of Dollar Bill." In "Ala- 
bama, " a song about the state's right- 
wing politics (the governor declared 
that God runs Alabama), Mudd 
sings, "See the Senator lining his 
pocket, sucking up the corporate 
drool" and "you're spilling blood 
all over Mother Nature." 

Harder and more electrified than 
most Mudd, f.u.b.a.r. America takes a 
bold and experimental leap into ev- 
ery direction. From eating grits to 
overthrowing America's status quo, 
f.u.b.a.r. is catchy and driven. It lives 
up to Illyn Jones' quote found on the 
liner notes, "They're seeking the 
American Dream and killing Am erica 
in the process." Dedicated to the 
Alabama sturgeon, it will be a 
valued addition to every 
Earth Firstler's music 
collection. Order 
your own CD for 
$15 on p. 33. 


W 


The Legend Lives... 
and has an Album 

Danny Dolinger Hits the Studio 


by Robert Hoyt 

Let's get to the point. If you get the chance to purchase Danny Dolinger's 
Rome Wasn't Burnt In A Day, do it. Now, unless you need convincing, you don't 
have to read further. 

Rarely does a songwriter come along who can bring a chuckle and a tear like 
this man. His songs are brilliant, keen-witted and possess a sincerity that cannot 
be expressed in words. 

Some of us were first introduced to the genius behind the coke-bottle 
glasses through his recording Live At Ruby's, which came out in the early 
'90s. Although only a few hundred cassettes of this recording were officially 
released, untold numbers were bootlegged. Raw, warts-and-all recording 
that it was, the songs far outshined the recording's limitations. Those of us 
who had the good fortune of owning a copy have longed for a quality, 
studio-produced version of Danny's music. We have finally gotten our wish 
in Rome Wasn't Burnt In A Day. 

This album is at once both acoustic and electric, with bass, drums and 
electric guitars that are supportive, not distracting. Here we find many old 
friends from the Ruby's tape and some new tunes as well. It opens with "Dollar 
and a Quarter," a love song from society's underside. Our bard warbles, "If I 
had a dollar and if I had a quarter I would buy for you a bottle of the very best 
malt liquor..." 

Some of Danny's compositions have already become "folk" songs in the 
sense that they are often performed by others. The foremost of these is "End 
Of the World," a sweet song about the state of the planet. This is among the 
best environmental songs of all time. "I like to sing and take time to play my 
guitar/Lie on a bank and watch for a falling star /Forget all the mayhem and 
utter destruction that's tearing my planet in two/And I want to spend the end 
of the world with you." 

We are treated early in the album to a couple of previously unrecorded good- 
time tunes "Hillbilly Hippie" and "Coming Home Early." These are follo'Wed by 
"Blow Me Away," a bittersweet, one-sided love song. ' ~ ~ 

The driving, electric "She Is" has many guitars, all playejd by Danny. There's, 
a really great solo break that shows he doesn't just write and sing; the boy can 
pick as well. . /- . . ■ 

One of my favorites on the album, "Sleeping With the Enemy;'" ft sung Wfth 
just a'little too much feeling for the story not to be real. A little 
background can help you appreciate the song more fully. 

A few years back, a golf course was to be built near Austin with- 
taxpayer money on endangered species habitat. With the support 
of others, Danny decided to bring attention to the destruction by 
locking himself to a bulldozer. During the ensuing legal mael- 
strom, his wife, rather than supporting his action, used it as the 
excuse to leave him. Danny relates this latter turn of events 
succinctly in one of my favorite lines of all time: 

"In my time of need/You spit me out like a watermelon seed." 
Now you would think that the audience that could relate to such 
a set of circumstances would be limited to the radical few. But 
Danny is a master at presenting his uniquely personal experiences 
in such a way that we all see ourselves in his place. Most of us are rebelling in 
one way or another against the American nightmare and will find much to 
relate to here: "The cozy world where you sleep/Is overflowing with sheep/ 
Unapologetic zeal for the elusive happy meal/To have more lawn than the 
neighbors/Searching hard for the answers/To long lives without cancers/ 
Constantly screening out the deeper meaning/Of the fruits of 
your labors." 

"Ghost of a Chance" shares with "End of the World" the 
distinction of being one of the best environmental an- 
thems of all time. Put simply, this recording kicks ass. The 
fullblown production with bass, drums, haunting slide 
guitar and just a hint of backing vocal takes this already 
great song to new heights: 

"And I'm gonna raise my voice and sing out across the 
prairie/Over the desert, into the mountains, out to the 
shore/A ghost of a chance is all in the world I need to carry/ 
This message of hope across the frontier to your door" 
The album closes with "Walking In Power." I would 
like to program this song as the alarm on my alarm clock 
so as to start my day with the right attitude. As with a lot 
of great art, I did not find this song appealing at first, but it 
grew on me. It is about self-empowerment, something most of 
us could use a little more of. If there is anything disappointing 
about this album it's what was left out. Those of us who have 
heard the Ruby's tape miss songs like "Jamming With Nero," 
"Something's Rotting in My Room," "Crooked House," "Go- 
ing to Austin" and "Racer X." Hey, that's half an album 
already! Danny, your fans anxiously await. 

You'll be glad you ordered your very own copy of Rome 
Wasn't Burnt in a Day from Barnstormers at (512) 459-4012, 
at his live shows or through the EF!J in the near future. 


tc 
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Earth First ! Stuff 


BUMPER 


f ■ i * r * 9 +■ :• 


STICKERS 

All bumperstickers $ 1.00 
unless otherwise indicated 

NEW! *END CORPORATE DOMINANCE 
NEW! ‘I’M POLLUTING THE PLANET 
NEW! *MONKEYWRENCH THE MILLENNIUM 

•AMERICAN WILDERNESS: 

LOVE IT OR LEAVE IT ALONE 
•ANOTHER MORMON ON DRUGS 
•“anti-grazing assortment” 

(on non-removable paper @ $3/doz) 

•COPULATE DON’T POPULATE 
•DARWIN (words inside fish w/ legs) 

•DEVELOPERS GO BUILD IN HELL 
•DON’T LIKE ENVIRONMENTALISTS? 

PUT THEM OUT OF WORK 
•DREAM BACK THE BISON, SING BACK THE SWAN 
•EARTH FIRST! 

•HAYDUKE LIVES! 

•I’D RATHER BE MONKEYWRENCHING 
•IF YOUR PECKER WAS AS SMALL ASJMtNE, 

YOU’D NEED A MUSCLE WAGON, TOO 
(on non-removable paper @ . 50 mm f 1 

•LOVE YOUR MOTHER, DON’T BECOME A FATHER 
•LOVE YOUR MOTHER, DON’T BECOME ONE 
•NATIVE (w/ blue and are e^Sma monidSm * § 

•NATURE BATS LAST 
•NOT POLITICALLY CO RRECT,. 

•PAY YOUR RENT, WORK FOR THE EARTH 

•QUESTION TECHNOLflBftV^HH^H£”JH 

•REAL MEN DON'T SHOOT WO 

•REAL MEN GET VAS flW W— Tl. 

•RESIST MUCH, OBEYjHHpt IMWMEm L. 

•SAVE THE DAMMED 

•SAVE THE WILD 

•STOP CLEARCUTTINGUfif 

•STOP CLEARCUTTING jSVjH 

(on non-removable paper @ .50 ea) 

•STOP PUBLIC LANDS RANCHING 
•STOP THE FOREST SERVICE, 

SAVE OUR WILD COUNTRY 
•SUBVERT THE DOMINANT PARADIOW^"" 1 " 8 m 
•THANK YOU FOR NOT BREEDING 
•THINK GLOBALLY, ACT LOCALLY 
•VISUALIZE INDUSTRIAL COLLAPSE 


Send for a FREE copy of our 

COMPLETE MERCHANDISE CATALOG! 


JEWELRY 

Inch-long, highly detailed silver monkeywrenches 
made by a movement artist who melts down 
silverware she liberates from the CEOs of multi- 
national corporations. Very stylish. 

• Dangle earring — $12 each 

• Post earring — $10 each 

• Lapel pin/tie tack — $10 

• Pendant on silver chain — $15 

T-SHIRTS 

(All t-shirts are 100% cotton and available in medium, 
large and extra large. For XXL add an additional $3.) 

Arm & Wrench 

Multi-color on Yellow/Gold — $15 

Eagle 

Eai|||ii First! Fist 

•NEW* Black on Willow Green — $12 
lyfafti'- tcdar, otyBlack or Forest Green — $15 

No Fucking Compromise 
Direct Action 

Blddt and White on Unbleached — $12 


iffop Public Lands Ranching 

Bison busting fence, Silver on Black — $10 

"The Cow that Ate the West," Black on Cream — $10 

(medium, large and x-large only) 


Fist Patch 

Quality 3-inch patches for your 
daypack, jacket or butt. 

Earth First! Fist— $3 

Rubber Stamps 

Sturdy wood-block stamps 
made from unfinished scrap. 
Earth First! Fist— $5 
Earth First! Tools — 55 


Fist Caps 

(100% cotton, adjustable) 
Desert Camo — $12 
Brown Forest Camo — $12 
Tan — $12 

*NEW*NEW*NEW* 
100% hemp cap 

tan w [black & green 
embroidered fist — $14 


Silent Agitators 

Little 1.5-inch stickers good for 
your bike or your bulldozer. 
Earth First! Fist—30/$2 
Earth First! Tools — 30/$2 
No Deal, Assholes — 30/$2 

Window Stickers 

3-inch stickers for high visability 

EF! Fist-4/$l • Anti-Grazing-8/$l 


BOOKS 


Anarchist Farm 

By Jane Doe. Fiction, 192 pages — $10 

The Big Outside 
A Descriptive Inventory of the Big 
Wilderness Areas of tH^TJ^ited States 

By Dave Foreman &HMvurWoltte. Maps, list of areas 
by size and state, 490 pages— 

Desert Solitaire 

A Season in the Wilderness % 

By Edward Abbey. Nonfiction, 295 pages— $6 

EF! Direct Action Manual 

The antidote to despair! Over 150 pages on nonviolent 
tactics, techniques and devices to defend the Earth. 
Diagrams, forms, graphics, 154 pages — $8 0 ? 

Earth first! Songbook 

77 songs/33 artists/guitar chords/info— $10 

ECODEFENSE: 

A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching 

By Dave Foreman and Bill Haywood. Extensively 
revised, 8 

Ecological Resistance Movements: 
The Global Emergence of Radical and 
Popular Environmentalism 

Edited by Bron Taylor. 422 pages — $20 

The End of Nature 

By Bill McKibben. 226 pages — $12 

Green Rage 

Radical Environmentalism and the 
Unmaking of Civilization 

By Christopher Manes. 291 pages — $15 

Grizzly Years 

In Search of the American Wilderness 

By Doug Peacock. Photos, 375 pages— $13 

The Monkevwrench Gang 


antidote to despair! Over 150 pages on nonviolent 
ics, techniques and devices to defend the Earth, 
grams', forms, graphics, 154 pages — $8 

rth First! Songbook 

\ongs/33 artists/guitar chords/info— $10 

'ODEFENSE: 

.<ZL . iitH - E tailssl- .3*. 


#ac 
vation from 


By Edward Abbey. Fiction, 387 pages — $7 

Refuge | V Am ^9 

An 

A Sand Count^ Alittdiiac 
with Essays on Cqf0ervation from 
Round River 

By Aldo Leopold. Speciit fXoft)f295 pages — $10 

Thinking Like a Mountain 

Towards a Council of AUBeings 

By John Seed, JoaflhqfMacy, Pat Flemittg,Ame Naess. 
Illustrated by DqflaMjpugh. 128 pageS^jjfO, 

Waste of The West 

Public LatidsRanching 

By Lynn Jacob&mmcyclopedic overview of grazing. 

Contact list, statistics, over 1,000 photos, cartoons, 
graphics, charts, maps. Large paperback, 602 pages — $28 

Wilderness on the Rocks 

By Howie Wolke. Ned Ludd Books, 240 pages — $15 


| EF! Merchandise Order Form -‘(ofj 

I Quantity Description 

I , ■ - I*. Oil*'** 


t Clip and send to: EF! Merchandise, | 
| POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 USA | 
p* Color Size Price I 

1 1 1 1 I 



NAME. 


_ DATE 
STATE _ 


STREET 


TOTAL 


[ CITY STATE ZIP COUNTRY add 

- Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. Call us at our new # ( 541 ) 344-8004 if you haven ’t received your order. Please use this form for ordering. Thanks! 


foreign orders 
add 15% 
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Action for Garth 


1998 Trainings in Applied Deep Ecology 



The Institute for Deep Ecology trainings will stretch your 

mind, clarify your purposes, refresh your body, and 

ground your work in community with like-spirited 

beings — both human and more than human. 

Three consecutive trainings at Chinook 

April 8 -12 

Learning Center, Whidbey Island, WA: 

Embodying Nature: An Experience in Deep 

July 9 -12 

Ecology with Anna Halprin and Ken Otter 

Our Life as Earth: The Wounds — The 

Mountain Home Studio, Kentfield, CA 

Connections — The Healing 

August 14 - 15 

July 13 -17 

A Retreat with Joanna Macy: Coming Back 

Recovering Our Future: From Dependence on 

to Life High Mowing School, Wilton, NH 

Global Corporations to Interdependence 

August 15 - 23 

among Local Communities 

Action for Earth 1998 

July 17 -19 

High Mowing School, Wilton, NH 

Renewing Our Connections and Renewing 

September 18-27 

Ourselves: A Gathering for Previous IDE 

Interfaith Deep Ecology Wilderness Quests 

Participants and Faculty 

in the Utah Canyonlands 


For a brochure, call or write: Institute for Deep Ecology 
P.O.Box 1050 ■ Occidental, CA 95465 ■ (707)874-2347 ■ E-mail.ide@igc.org 


information about 
and support for imprisoned 
anti-nuclear and anti-war activists 


• Action reports & future actions 
• Prisoner support info 
• Writings from jail 
• International resistance news 
• A network for nonviolent direct action 


Subscriptions $ 15/year 

(US$20 in Canada, US$25 overseas) 

ASK FOR A FREE SAMPLE ISSUE 


Cnii 


Fantastic 
Phone Savings! 



Affinity 



Long Distance 

Affinity Long Distance 
guarantees a rate reduction 
on your phone bill. Plus, 
Affinity will give 5% of your 
bill to the EF! Journal; 
a gift that keeps on giving. 
To sign up, contact Steve at: 
Affinity, 225 Clifton, Suite 116, 
Oakland, CA 94618 
(800) 670-0008 

ORG# 6710500-000 • REP# 141-0142-85 


The Caretaker Gazette is a unique 
newsletter containing job openings, 
advice & information for property 
caretakers,housesitters & landowners 
Published since 1983, each issue has 
80+ property caretaking job oppor- 
tunities, world wide.Property caretak- 
ers enjoy rent-free living in desirable 
locations.OnlyS 15/half yr, or$24/ yr. 

#1 Source for 



The Caretaker Gazette, 1 845 Deane- 
EF, Pullman WA 991 63. Credit card 
orders, please call: (509) 332-0806. 



“We Better keep tfiat in a safe place.’ 

Live Wild or Die 

2425 B ChfiNriiNG Why, Box 204 
Sather Gate Mall 
Berkely, Cfi 94704 


Beautifully designed 

w 


Stationery Packs Jtffa 


AVAILABLE 


Paper Company 

American-JVlillecl 
Tree-Free Papers 

Quality paper products made 
with environmental integrity. 
Living Tree Paper Company 
supports the use of alternatives to 
wood for pulp and paper. Our 
products show that earth friendly 
paper can be elegant and archival. 


• hemp • esparto grass • bamboo • 
• agricultural by-products • 

• post-consumer recycled fibers 


1430 Willamette Street, Suite 367 • Eugene, OR 97401 
A w email: talk eoves3igc.cpc.org • Fox (541) 687-7744 

r fa 1 - 800 - 309-2974 • ( 541 ) 342-2974 

Call on write for a Free Catalog! 



The Warrior Poets Society Presents : 



flA NIGHT f 

iTO HOWL; 




POB 43383, Tucson, AZ 85733 USA • nukeresister@igc.org 


Warri«r P«ef s Live/ 

February 3, 1 994 Live in Los Angeles 
90+ minutes - $10 ppd 

February 8, 1996 Live in Tucson 

(2) 90 minute tapes - $ 1 5 ppd 

Order all 3 tapes for only $20 ppd 

• Professionally dubbed 

• Limited edition 

• One-of-a-kind performances by Earth 
First! poets & musicians 


All proceeds to benefit EF! Campfire Poetry Publishing Project. 

Send check or money order to: Arizona Earth First!, P.O. Box 3412, Tucson AZ 85722 




Ho w ‘bout a subscription to Earth First!, the Radical Environmental Journal ? 


clip and send to 

Earth First! Journal, Subscriptions, POB M15, Eugene, OR 97440 USA 

CD $500 Lifetime Subscription 

CD $25 Regular Rate CD $35 First Class M; 

CD $20 Low Income/Non-Profit/Library CD $35 Brown Bag (F 

CD $35 (US$) Surface Mail, International CD $45 (US$) Air Mail, 

(CD $ DONATION O $45 Corporate or 

Subscriber Name 


DONATION 


1 j. 11 1 v.iffl * VlrTgrl 


Address 
City 


State 


CD $35 First Class Mail: US, Canada or Mexico 
CD $35 Brown Bag (First Class in a plain wrapper) 

CD $45 (US$) Air Mail, International (no foreign checks, please) 
CD $45 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 
Date 


Country 


The Earth First! Journal subscription list is confidential and never traded. If you use an alias, make sure that the 
post office knows that you, or someone, is getting mail at your address under that name or it may not be delivered. 
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Red Buffalo EF! 


ALASKA 

Michael A. Lewis 

POB 80073, Fairbanks, AK 99708 

Mike or Billie 

POB 6197, Sitka, AK 99835 

ARIZONA 

Phoenix EF! 

POB 8795, Phoenix, AZ 85066 
Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! AZEF! Newsletter 
POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 
Bradshaw EF! 

220 Grove, Prescott, AZ 86301 

Ponderosa Wingnuts 

2155 E. Maple #17, Flagstaff, AZ 86004 

(520) 774-6542; reg3@dana.ucc.nau.edu 

GALIFORNIA 

Northcoast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-8911 
Redwood Action Team 
Darryl Cherney 

POB 34, Garberville, Ecotopia 95542 
(707) 923-DEMO 
Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 95407 
(707) 523-1229 
Wiley Coyote 

POB 74283, Davis, CA 95617 
Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 
POB 73063, Davis, CA 95617 
(916) 753-1678 
Fairfax Action Team 
POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938 
(415) 331-8586; fax 332-4393 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 

Bay Area EF! Hotline (510) 848-8724 

Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-3205 

Santa Barbara EF! 

POB 12799, Santa Barbara, CA 93107 
Orange County EF! 

POB 4960-593, Irvine, CA 92616-4960 
Los Angeles EF! 

POB 4381, N. Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 569-5592 
Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, #102, Pasadena, CA 91 107 
(909) 422-1637 
Mojave EF! 

POB 492, Lancaster, CA 93584 
(805) 948-6291 

mojaveef@envirolink.org 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 7745, San Diego, CA 92107 

(619) 581-3250 or (760) 740-1174 

sdef@envirolink.org 

COLORADO 

Walkabout 

POB 1166, Boulder, CO 80306 

mjl@nilenet.com 

San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 

aq328@freenet.uchsc.edu 

Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 
The Wild Ranch Review 
POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Gunnison Basin EF! 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Culebra EF! 

POB 386, San Luis, CO 81152 

FLORIDA 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Alachua EF! 

POB 1638, Alachua, FL 32616 
(904) 462-3374 

GEORGIA 

Students for Environmental Awareness 
Univ. of Georgia, Tate Student Center 
Athens, GA 30602 

IDAHO 

Northern Rockies Preservation Project 

POB 625, Boise, ID 83701 

(208) 345-8077 

Cove/Mallard Coalition 

POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843 

(208) 882-9755; fax 883-0727 

cove @moscow.com 

ILLINOIS 

Earth First! Chicago 

c/o The Autonomous Zone 

1573 N. Milwaukee Ave. #420 

Chicago, IL 60622; (773) 252-6019 

azone@wwa.com 

Red Gate EF! 

3400 W 111th St #154 
Chicago, IL 60655 
friends@enteract.com 


POB 185, Normal, IL 61761 
Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 549-7387 

IOWA 

Tallgrass Prairie EF! 

POB 1503, Iowa City, IA 52244 
jjquig@blue.uiowa.edu 
MAINE 
Maine EF! 

POB 183, Harmony, ME 04942 
Wassumkeag EF! 

POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 
MARYLAND 
Anacostia-Rock Creek EF! 

POB 5625, Takoma Park, MD 20913 
(301) 2700857; http://wwwigc.org/icc370 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Mass EF! 

POB 708, Littleton, MA 01460-2708 
Martha's Vineyard EF! 

RR 1, Box 381A 

Martha's Vineyard, MA 02568 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

MICHIGAN 

World Tree Peace Center 

POB 50814, Kalamazoo, MI 49005 

(613) 383-9317 

MINNESOTA 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave So, Mpls, MN 55405 
(612) 450-9178, fax 871-9597 
paarise@mtn.org 
Big Woods EF! 

POB 580936, Mpls, MN 55458-0936 
(612) 362-3387, earthfirst@juno.com 

MISSOURI 

Ray O. McCall 
Rt 1, Box 89 

Mountain Grove, MO 65711 

Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 

(573) 443-6832, 

74747.2052@compuserve.com 

Chinquapin Resistance 

POB 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163 

(314) 772-6463 

MONTANA 

Northern Rockies Biodiversity Project 
POB 4431, Whitefish, MT S9937 
(406) 862-4945 
Wild Rockies EF! 

POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-5733 (message #) 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
Bison Action Group 
POB 7326, Bozeman, MT 59771 
(406) 586-9141 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Rd, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
New Hampshire EF! 

POB 4101, Portsmouth, NH 03802 
NEW IERSF.Y 

PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Project 
POB 506, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 
(201) 748-4322 
Green Vigilance 

46 E. Monroe, Mt. Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

NEW MEXICO 

Land of Disenchantment EF! 

POB 72295, Albuquerque, NM 87195 

New Mexico Direct Action 

POB 22488, Santa Fe, NM 87502-2488 

(505) 988-8128 

NEW YORK 

Wetlands Preserve 

James Hansen 

161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-5244, fax 925-8715 
Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
(516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

532 Portage Rd, 1st Floor 
Niagara Falls, NY 14301-1936 
(716) 282-7777 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
(704) 285-9521 

OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

17305 Grovewood Ave 
Cleveland, OH 44119 
(216) 383-9985 
Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 17, Univ. of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 
(513) 281-6892 



Oberlin EF! 


Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 
OEARTHFIRST@oberlin.edu 


Hock-Hocking EF! 

8 N. Court St # 309, Athens, OH 45701 
(614) 594-6400 


Piankasha EF! 

7992 Hopper Rd., -Cincinnati, OH 45255 

OREGON 

Southern Willamette EF! 


POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 343-7305 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386 

Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Kangaroo EF! 

POB 332, Williams, OR 97544 
Blue Heron EF! 

Reed Coll., SAO, Portland, OR 97202 

(503) 771-1112x7875 

Cascadia Forest Alliance 

POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 

(503) 241-4879, fax 235-9976 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburg, PA 15217 
Antoinette Dwinga 
842 Library Ave, Carnegie, PA 15106 
Scott Thiele 

RD 4, 237-A Elk Ln, Montrose, PA 18801 
Allegheny Defense Project 
POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214 
(814) 226-4918, adp@envirolink.org 
Marlin/Allegheny Defense Project 
1227 Heather Rd., Ambler, PA 19002 
(215) 387-2674 
TENNESSEE 
Katuah EF! 

Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 624-3939 
Katuah EF! 

1414 Highland Ave, Knoxville, TN 37916 

TEXAS 
EF! Austin 

POB 7292, Univ. Stn, Austin, TX 78713 
(512) 478-7666, entropy@eden.com 
Corpus Christi EF! 

4114 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 
East Texas EF! 

Rt 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 

UTAH 

Autonomy House 
POB 11015, SLC, UT 84147 
Wild Wasatch Front 


847 W. 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 

POB 804, Burlington, VT 05402 

Save the Corporations 

169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 

(802) 254-4847 

VIRGINIA 

Virginia EF! 

Rt 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 

(540) 885-6983 

Massive Retaliation 

2129 General Booth Blvd #253 

Virginia Beach, VA 23454-5872 

PAW Southwest Virginia 

POB 13192, Roanoke, VA 24031-3192 

(540) 982-0492 

WASHINGTON 

Seattle EF! 

POB 85541, Seattle, WA 98145 
ph/fax (206) 632-2954 
Sea-ef@novaproj.org 
Olympia EF! 

POB 12391, Olympia, WA 98508 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 

Rt 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 

(304) 754-9161 

WISCONSIN! 

Midwest Headwaters Action 
Midwest Headwaters Journal 
731 State St, Madison, WI 53711 
(608) 255-8765 
The Old Man 

235 Travis, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 
(715) 423-5636 
North Forests EF! 

748 Algoma Blvd, Oshkosh, WI 54901 

(414) 424-0265 

Bay Area North Guard 

POB 116, Washburn, WI 54891 

(715) 373-2717 

Driftless EF! c/o WPA 

POB 2761, LaCrosse, WI 54602-2761 

(608) 782-6997 

Sand County EF! 

POB 992, Stevens Point, WI 54481 
Chippewa Valley EF! 

POB 143, Menomonie, WI 54751-0790 






Illf Jill 


The Boycott Quarterly 

POB 30727, Seattle, WA 98103 

Bison Action Group 

4880 S. 19, Bozeman, MT 59718 

Cascadia Fire Ecology 

Education Project 

POB 3563, Eugene, OR 97403 

Coast Watch 

POB 1811, Rockland, ME 04841 

Cold Mountain, 

Cold Rivers Video Project 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867 
cmcr@wildrockies.org 
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Fund 
), Canyon, 

(510) 376-7329, 

End Corporate 
POB 7292, Austin, TX 
(512) 478-7666, ent 
Genetic Alert/Wise 
POB 21 82, Berkeley, 
halcarl@rahul.net 
Warrior Poets S 
ASUC Box 361 
Berkeley, CA 9472i 
0 Xtract from 
EF!J, POB 1415, £u ; 
earthfirst@igc.apc.org 


International EF! Directoiy 

Check out the international GERMANY 
Earth First! web page at: EF! Germany 


http://www.hrc.wmin.ac.uk/ 

campaigns/ef/earthfirst.html 

AUSTRALIA 

Rainforest Information Centre 

POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 
(066) 21 85 05 

CANADA 

Coast Mountains EF! 

1472 Commercial Drive, Box 128 

Vancouver, BC V5L 3X9 

(604) 708-9660 

EF! Prince George 

Box 1762, Prince George, BC V2L 4V7 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 

EF! Manitoba 

15-222 Osborne St. South 

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3L 1Z3 

(204) 453-9052 

EF! Toronto 

POB 70, 1576 Queen St. West 
Toronto, Ontario M6R 1A6 
EF! Ottawa 
Box 4612 Station E 
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 
Autonomous Green Action 
POB 4721, Station E 
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H9 
di695@freenet.carleton.ca 
EF! Montreal, Diffusion Noire 
c/o Librairie Alternative 
2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 
Montreal, PQ H2X 2T3 
EIRE 

An Talamh Glas c/o Anne 
Abbey St., Ballinrobe 
County Mayo 
Limerick Talamh Glas 
41 Glasgow Park, Limerick 

00 353 61 313308, atglas@inet.ie 
ENGLAND 

Over 35 EF! groups exist in England; 
for a list, contact: 

EF! Action Update, Dept. 29, 

1 Newton St, Manchester Ml 1HW 
(0161) 224 48 46 
actionupdate@gn.apc.org 
Oxford EF! 

Box E, 111 Magdalen Rd., 

Oxford, OX4 IRQ, (01865) 791391 
South Downs EF!, Dead Trees EF! 
and Do or Die 

6 Tilbury Place, Brighton BN2 2GY 
savage@easynet.co.uk 
http://www.hrc.wmin.ac.uk/ 
campaigns/earthfirst.html 

FRANCE 


c/o Avalon, Friedrich-Ebert Str 24 
45127 Essen 

INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 
Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok PATNA-800 001 
Bihar, Post Box 229 

THE NETHERLANDS 
Groen Front! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 

ruigoord@hotmail.com 

PHILIPPINES 

Ariel Betan, Green Forum 

3rd Floor, Liberty Building 

Pasay Rd., Makati, Metro Manila 

(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 

Volunteers for Earth Defense 

189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 

1105 Quezon City 

POLAND 

Workshop for All Beings 
ul. Modrzewskiego 29/3 
43-300 Bielsko, Biala 
fax 0048-30-29496 

RUSSIA 

Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod 603082 
(8312) 34-32-80, tretyput@glas.apc.org 
Rainbow Keepers, Moscow 
(095) 954-91-93, rk@glas.apc.org 
ECODEFENSE! 

Moskovsky prospekt 120-34236006 
Kaliningrad/Koenigsburg 
ph/fax +7 (0112)43 72 86 
ecodefense@glas.apc.org 

SCOTLAND 
Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 
44 (0)41 636 1924/339 8009 
fax 44 (0)41 424 3688 
scotree@gn.apc.org 

SLOVAKIA 
Earth First! 

A. Hlinku 11, 96001 Zvolen 
kolenka@uvt.tuzvo.sk 

SPAIN 

Manuel A. Demandes 

Taller de E. A. A. CURUXA 

J. B. Xelmirer J, Campus Universitario 

1570 S Santiago 

(81) 584321, fax (81) 584533 

SWEDEN 

Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C 

46-37 Vanersborg | 

UKRAINE 


Eco-Action/EF! France 
95 Rue de la Marina 
62224 Equihen-Plage 
(+33) 3 21 31 1862, fax 1953 


eco-action.ef.mala@wanadoo.fr 


Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 
c/o Nadia Shevchenko 
POB 322, Kiev 252187 
+7 (38044) 263-4954, 265-7628 
nadia@gluk.apc.org 
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Rod Coronado Direct Actio; 

03895-000, FC1 Unit SW POB 57357 

8901 S. Wilmot Rd. Tucson, AZ 

Tucson, AZ 85706 USA (520) 795-5171 

North American ALF National Activist * 

Support Group POB 19515 
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